
Osgoode Hall Law School of York University Osgoode Hall Law School of York University 

Osgoode Digital Commons Osgoode Digital Commons 

Librarian Publications & Presentations Law Library 

2023 

Researching South African Government and Legal Information: Researching South African Government and Legal Information: 

Presentation for the 41st Annual Meeting of the American Presentation for the 41st Annual Meeting of the American 

Association of Law Libraries Association of Law Libraries 

Sindiso MnisiWeeks 

Yemisi Dina 

Michelle Pearse 

Marcelo Rodríguez 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/librarians 

 Part of the Legal Writing and Research Commons 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative 

Works 4.0 License. 

https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/
https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/librarians
https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/library
https://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/librarians?utm_source=digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca%2Flibrarians%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/614?utm_source=digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca%2Flibrarians%2F57&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


    
    

F:6 Researching South African 
Government and Legal Information 



  
    
    

 

  

    

    

  
    
   

    

  
  

    
 

Sindiso MnisiWeeks 
Associate Professor, Legal Studies 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 

/ University of Cape Town 

Yemisi Dina 
Chief Law Librarian 
Osgoode Hall Law Library, York 

University 

Michelle Pearse 
Senior Research & Data 
Librarian, Harvard Law Library 

Marcelo Rodríguez 
Foreign, Comparative and Int 

Law Librarian, University of 
Arizona College of Law 



   

 
 

 

About South Africa 
❖Historical references 
❖Territorial extension 
❖Population 
❖Economy 
Main activities 



    

  
 

 

    

South African Legal System 
• Plural, hybrid, mixed 
• Common law 
• Civil law 
• Customary law 
• Religious law (Islamic, Jewish & Hindu) 



    

 
   

  
 

South African Court System 
• Constitutional Court 
• Supreme Court of Appeal 
• High Courts (Includes Specialist Courts) 
• Magistrate Courts 
• Others 
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To provide a uniform legislative framework for the structure and 

functioning of traditional courts. in line with constitutional imperatives 
and values; and to provide for matters connected therewith. 

Traditional Courts Bill (B1-2017)- Parliament of South Africa 

Departmenl of Justic.e and Cons1i1utional Development 
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Traditional Courts Bill B1-2017 
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The revised (and improved?) Traditional Courts Bill 2017 
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TRADITIONAL COURTS BILL 
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TRADITIONAL COURTS BILL (B1-2017) 

To provide a uniform legislative framework for the structure and functioning of traditional courts, in line with 

constitutional imperatives and values; and to provide for matters connected therewith. 
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Masters and Servants Acts of 1856 

These Acts, which had been passed between 1856 and 1904 in the 
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Desertion, insolence, drunkenness, negligence and strikes were 

also criminal offences. Theoretically these laws applied to all 
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Recognltionotseniortr&dltionlllleeder• MehloboTrad~ioMI 

Community-, Premlefa Nollce No. 10 ~ 

Tradijional Leader.hip and Governance Framework.Act No. 41 012003 • 

Recogn~ion oftrad~,onal oommunity • Yende of ()genyaneni Tl'lld~ional 

Community, Premier'• Notice No. 11 [l) 

Pagei Days 

Links 

Slgnln 

........ 

Publications 

TendefBulet1n(FreeSta!e) 

TenderBulebn(Llmpopo) 

RegliationGazett• 

LegelNolicN 

EatemCape 

Mpumela191 

WestemCIIPe 

HANSARD 

LATEST HANSARDS 

Hansard is a substantially verbatim report - with repetitions and redundancies omitted and obvious 

mistakes corrected - of parliamentary proceedings. It is named after an English printer, L Hansard (1752 -

1828) and his descendants, who compiled the reports until 1889. 

Show: 

10 

Language: Xitsoni "' House: EPC -.. Search: 

NAME --■h!M1m+■--
HAN-NCOP-2023-06-08-UH.pdf NCOP ENG 2023-06-08 HANSARD 

HAN-NA-2023-06-08-UH.pdf NA ENG 2023-06-08 HANSARD 

HAN-NA-2023-06-07-UH.pdf NA ENG 2023-06-07 HANSARD 

HAN-NCOP-2023-06-07-UH.pdf NCOP ENG 2023-06-07 HANSARD 

HAN-NA-2023-06-06-UH.pdf NA ENG 2023-06-06 HANSARD 

HAN-NCOP-2023-06-06-UH.pdf NCOP ENG 2023-06-06 HANSARD 

HAN-NA-2023-06-01-UH .pdf NA ENG 2023-06-01 HANSARD 

HAN-NCOP-2023-06-01-UH.pdf NCOP ENG 2023-06-01 HANSARD 

HAN-NA-2023-05-31-UH .pdf NA ENG 2023-05-31 HANSARD 

HAN-NCOP-2023-05-31-UH.pdf NCOP ENG 2023-05-31 HANSARD 

Showing 1 to 10 of 3219 records (filtered from 45470 total Pages: 

records) 

Previous I 2 322 Next 
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Electoral Amendment Act 1 
of2023(English/ 
Afrikaans)Act:t 0£2023 
G48432GoN 3295 

To amend the Electoral Act.1998, so as to 
deleteadefinltlonandlnsertcertaln 
defnltionsconsequentialtotheexpanslon 
ofthlsActtoindude ••• -

v.ttwi....twj,doa.fferttypeS.. . 

... 
Ooaimentsfurput,lctll!Tlfflent -·-

BILLS 

wtt,n'MWjitop,c.. 

Choose a topic ... 

Responsible Spending Bill 
89-2023 

Topromoteresponsiblespendingby 
obllgatlnglheRepubllcof~Africato 
r«luceltsclebtleYelsandltsexposureto 
debt;tolnlJ'Oduceliscal ... --

NOTICES& 
REGULATIONS 

Publl~tlonDate 

DOCUMENTS FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Medicines and Related 
SubstancesAct: Extension 
of comment period: 
Comments invited hY2,5Jul 
2023 

MedicinesandRelate::ISubstancesAct; 
Extension of comment period --

PROCLAMATIONS 

~ Open Gazettes South Africa Search Liberate Gazettes About Contact 

The biggest freely available collection of gazettes in the country ~ 42254 gazettes from 1958 to 2021 

OpenGazettes South Africa advises the use of our partner's website https://gazettes.africa which now makes up to date gazettes available for public use 
You will be redirected there in 1 minute 

Search the Gazettes 

Sf r< tt gazRttes 

National Gazettes 

Help us build the biggest collection of freely 
available gazettes in South Africa 

Join the Gazette L1berat1on f) 

Read more 

Using open gazettes as a journalist Putting together 
opengazettes.org.za 

Other Sources: Legislation (2) 



    
TLAWS.AFRICA 

(@ Open By-lawsSouthAfnca -

South Africa's By-laws 
Freely available, easy to find, read and share. 

openbybws.Of'I.U 

Aprojectby TLAWS.AFRICI 

COVID-19 Regulations 
Some municipal functions such as public transport, restaurant hours and liquor sales are impacted by recent national COVID•l9 regulations. 

Read the COVI0-19 regulations. 

Visit sacoronavirus.co.za for more COVID•l9 information. 

: Cape Town 
_____ ... _..,,--..... -- ~ .... ---

~- ~----~ 
~--..~~ ~~ 

• ffiiri,61 mffl • 

-· 
l Drakenstein 

il __ .,.~~ 
Swartland 

t 

=----

Johannesb~~g 1 

. ' 

~ LAWS.AFRICA 

G.w.•::-rn::.~ 0 AfHIC.\ Home Choose country ... Searchgazettes I Search I 
I', A fire destroyed hundreds of thousands of African gazettes. We're asking librarians and funders to help preserve Gazettes before more are lost. @j 1.Jl:f@i 

Gazettes.Africa 

The largest digital collection of free African Gazettes. 
117,305 gazettes and growing daily. 

Search the gazettes All countries 

LAWS.AFRICA 

Gazettes.Africa is a project by Laws.Africa and Africanlll. 

National Gazettes --

Ill 

Other Sources: Legislation (3) 
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c__AF-LI I Southern African .=> Legal Information Institute 

land 

[AdYllnced Seactbl [~] [Results IntefFlce Helo] 

SAFLII Databases - Documents found: 376 for (land) 

By Database By Date By Relevance By Title Other Sites 

About SAFLII Databases Search Terms of Use RSS Feeds 

Search 
AU SAFUI D•biNRS 

catalog • websearch 
WortdUl~bues 

law on Google 

~~~-... ~M~u~fli~ ... -...,~-.,-~Sh~o~wAII Sections ~---~----~-----------------------------

Page 1 of: 1 11111 i I Results per page: 1Q. .lQ .5.Q 100 

1. Florence v Government of the Republic of South Africa (CCT 127/Ull.2..0.l.4J...zACC..2.2.· 2014 (6) SA 456 (CC)· 2014 (101 BCLR 1137 CCC) (26 Aug~ 
[100%1 
(From South Africa· Constitutional Court; 26 August 2014; 328 KB) 

2. Department of Land Affairs and Others y GoedgP,Wgeo Tropical Emits (etyj Ltd (CCT69/06) l2.0.0.ZJ...zA.C..C...l....2.0..0.Z...U BCLR 1027 (l.cJ_;...2.0..0.ZJ.6.) SA 199 (CC) 

(6 June 2007) (94%] 
(From South Africa· Constitutional Court; 6 June 2007; 139 KB) 

3. Tungoane and Others v National Minister for Agriculture and Land Affairs and Others (CCT100/ .. 0 .. 2.1 .. l2 .. 0.10J...2ACC....l.Q....2..0.lJLl.fil ... SA .. 2 .. l.i .. !.C .. CL 2010 (Bl BCLR 741 
lrn~ll...Mfill.....i!ll)_)[92%] 
(From South Africa· Constitutional Court; 11 May 2010; 269 KB) 

4. WM,y.....l::!..Qldi_s_(£tyj Ltd Y Stalwo (PtyJ Ltd and Another rnmLl2..Q.Q..8J...zAC.C...l.2.....2..0.0.2...(1) SA 337 (CC); ..20Q8.1.ll).....IKI..B...l(.CC.)..1.2..S..1.Y.l....20.0..8.J (87%] 
(From South Africa· Constitutional Court; 25 July 2008; 255 KB) 

s. Residents of Joe siovo CommunityJ Western Caoe v Jhubelisha Homes and Others (CCT 22LML[1QQ2J~· 2009 {9) BCLR 847 (.Cg_;__lQ.JQ_(JJ~ 

Ml 110 June 2009) f82%J 
(From South Africa· Constitutional Court; 10 June 2009; 552 KB) 

CURRENT ISSUE Constitutional Court Review 

The ConstitutlOflal Court Review (CCR) is an international journal of record that tracks 
the work of the Constitutional Court of South Africa. The long tsSilYS, replies. articles and 
case comments use recent decisions to navigate more general currents In the Court's 
jurisprudence. The Journal follows a strict double-blind. pe(?l'•reviewed editO<"ial process. 
The CCR Invites contributions from outsunding scholars but also considers unsolicited 
submlssionsthatfitwiththeaimsandscopeoftheJournal.ltispublishedannually. 
Articles are published Open Access under a Creative Commons Attribution Licence (CC 
BY). 

Publisher; HJK1f1yl.L1d 
Frequency:Annualty 

Other Sources: Cases & LR (1) 



     
Constitutional Court 
of South Africa 

D Beneyam Deselegn Ashebo v Minister of 
Home Affairs and Others CCT250/22 2023-
06-12 

D Makana People's Centre v Minister of Health & 
Others CCT125n2 2023-06-09 

D Arena Holdings (Pty) limited t/a Financial Mail 
and Others v South African Revenue Service 
and Others CCT365/21 2023-05-30 

D Constance Mogale and Others v Speaker of 
the National Assembly and Others CCT73/22 
2023-05-30 

D Speaker of the National Assembly and 
Another v New Nation Movement NPC and 
Others CCTll0/19 2023-04-20 

in re Lawyers for Human Rights v Minister of 
Home Affairs and Others CCT 38/16 25 May 
2023 (Thursday)(Heard) 

l·MHM 

D Natasha liebenberg v The State CCT 
145/22 18 May 2023 (Thursday) 

D Pieter Paul Le Roux and Another v Johannes G 
' Coetzee and Seuns and Another CCT 
117/22 16 May 2023 {Tuesday) 

D Casino Association of South Africa and Others 
v Member of the Executive Council for 
Economic Development. Environment. 
Conservation and Tourism CCT 322/22 11 
May 2023 (Thursday) 

D (A) Karen Rita Greyling v Minister of Home 
Affairs and Others CCT 158/22 10 May 2023 
(Wednesday) & 

LAW CLERKS TOURS LINKS CONTACTS 

Other Sources: Cases & More (2) 



   
WITS Browse ct ~ g O Log,n 

Wits UnIversIty Research Archives 

Browse by 

• Archival descriptions 

• Authority records 

• Archival institutions 

• Digital objects 

• Subjects 
• Places 

Popular this week 

• Historical Papers Research Archive, 

University of the Witwatersrand 964 

visits 

• Bantu World 79 visits 

• A.O. Luckoff, letter 66 visits 

• National Union of Metalworkers of 

South Africa (NUMSA) 61 visits 

• Diocese of St. Helena, Parish Registers 

and Indices 60 visits 

• Federation of South African Women 

(FEOSAW) Records 59 visits 

• ARCHIVAL GUIDES 57 visits 

• Plaintiff's replication to the defendant's 

plea 57 visits 

• Anglican Parish Registers 53 visits 

• Notice of expert evidence and summary 

in terms of rule 36{9Xa) and (b) 53 

visits 

Research Archives, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa 

This is the start-up homepage for the Research Archives at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 

Africa. 

This site includes the two major research archives at the University, namely the Historical Papers Research Archive (HPRA), and the South 

African History Archive (SAHA). In addition it incorporates our partner institution, the Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe Museum & Learning 

Centre, and the projects AFRAPIX and MEDU. This multi-institutional setup allows for searching across these institution's online finding 

aids and searchable digital items. 

You can use the Browse facilities and search bar in order to conduct your search across, or you can proceed to the individual institutions 

and projects using these links: Historical Papers Research Archive. South African History Archive. Robert Mangaliso 

Sobukwe Museum & Learning Centre. AFRAPIX Consolidation Project. Medu Art Ensemble Consolidation Project. 

This digital repository is based on the Open Access application AtoM, which is a fully web based archival description application that is 

based on International Council on Archives (ICA) standards. AtoMis an acronymn for Access to Memory. The ICA and its project 

collaborators are making this application available as open source software to provide archival institutions with a free and easy to use 

option for putting their archival collections online. See the About page for access to the AtoM project site and its comprehensive 

documentation. 

Other Sources: Archives 
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Commercial products 
for South Africa 

• Jutastat (print and online) 

• LexisNexis South Africa (print and on line) 

• Sabinet (Netlaw) (national and 
provincial/local laws, journals, news) 

Q Q 

Q Q YOUR LEGAL 

Free Resources
African Law Series
https://aiil-iadi.org/african-law-series/
AfricanLII
https://africanlii.org/
Digital Law Library of South Africa
https://lawlibrary.org.za/
SafLII
http://www.saflii.org/

https://africanlii.org/
https://lawlibrary.org.za/
http://www.saflii.org/


 
➔ <..: II https://jutastat-juta-co- za.eresources.law.harvard.edu/nxVgateway.dll?t=templates&fn=detault.htm&v,d =Publish: 10.1048/Enu 
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------------------ ------

- ___ ........ ~ 
South African Appellate Division 
Reports (1910 to date) 
South African Law Reports, The 
(1947 to date) 
Statutes and Regulations of South 
Africa 

L Statutes of South Africa, Juta's 
Title page 

. r.., ACTS 

~ r.., PRELEX (Repealed and 
amended wording) 

~ C PRACTICE DIRECTIVES 
AND RELATED NOTICES 

~ L, TABLE OF STATUTES AND 
INDEX 

~L, TABLE OF PROVINCIAL 
LEGISLATION 

~c, LEGISLATION JUDICIALLY 
CONSIDERED 

~ INDEX TO REGULATIONS 
1990 - 2023 (June) 

~c INDEX TO PROVINCIAL 
REGULATIONS 

~ UPDATING SERVICES 

~ [_, WHATS NEW 

~ [_, ALPHABETICAL LIST OF 
ACTS AND REGULATIONS 
MADE IN TERMS THEREOF 
--·---- ··-··--···-· 

C) 
Syoc Prev Doc Next Doc V Mal n Next Mat 'l .. -PrevHt X NextH Download PDF 

What's New Jutastat 
e-publicat1ons 

!.Jpdated content - Platform enhancements 

Updated Content 

20 June 2023 

• Index and Annotations to the South African Law ReRQ.lli.._(1947 to date). 
• Mining....L.i.b..@_ry,..1.Y.trr(lnQHR.2.@.ting Badenborst and Mostert's Mineral and Petroleum Resources). - What's New 
• ~pational Health and Safety....l.il2!:£...ry,~ 
• li=~g=rm,-1.1.!W What's New 

17 June 2023 

• Statutes of South Africa . ...l!JID - What's New 

Jutastat 
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Research Ate.is 

Content Types 

Search List 

" 0 SouthAfrk.i 

"0 Gazettes 

v O GnenesArchive 

"0 Cases 

X 0. C, 

v O AIISouthAlric.inL;iwReports 

v O Judgments Online 

v O Prentke•Hill1ReportS1922to1995 

"0 Current Awareness 

V Q 2023 

search AIIContent C.ues Leg1sl,U1on l.egi1IC1tatorse.1rch LeildingC.1~ ""A 

.::!:. My Downlo.d, I I ~ History O Notes E:) Folders: NOT Sfl 

Home News Feed El'I p.irte: Th- x 59. Crimin_ x • 
- Recent News Articles Recent Searches Recent Docurnenu 

ResearchArea All ------

SoothAfrlcaonthevet"geofbec:omlne:'cybct"crimcu,pltalofAfrlca' 

SouthNrialisonlh,:p,e<.ilx>::ulb,,oo,r,i1111tl"'~-vb:1crir,,.,Cill>itillulAf•O.OrK,NHS<:dcrirn,:111owur,:Ol)1,r.,tinilinSoothNrlc.o~,d•ootilr-.cSou\hN1i<.i"" 
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Senior health dept ol6cial Popa Maja charp,d with co,roption......,.. R140m Digital Vii... contract 

Advanced Search 

All Content 

Con1ainingilll of these words: 

Not conuining any ol these words: 

Containing one or more ot 1hese words: 

Lqislation 

Ple.iseselect.a1eastocove1inlhissearch 
Nation.illegisl.ition 

a Allofthefollowingareas 

!a Prind~Act 
a Amendment Act 

rJ RulesandRegulations 
rJ WordingofSections 

LexisNexis ZA 



LrgalCITATOR X Search· All Content Cases legislation legal C1tator Search leading Cases WA 

Cases Act, Regulatioos Rules Subject 
.;:b My Downloads (D) ".3) History O Notes e, Folders: NOT SELE CTI 

Country. SA Home News Feed Search Results x Legal Citator Citator. Com.- x Ee parte: Th... x x Fi@ii 
legislature: AJI 

384results 
Judgment Date: Start ate. li,i JHist Nat Div Judgment Case Name 

Date 
End date. iii 

n/a " " 02/07/2019 A"Africa Pest Prevention CC and another v Competitioo Commission :l2019IJOL45070fC/IO:
l2019JZN:.N:.2(CAC)of South Africa I (2019) 1 CPLR t22(CAO Ads. Ordinances and By-�ws 

n/a : : 19/04/2013 ABSA Bank Limited v Companies and Intellectual Property ; 12013] JOL 30290(WC0:l2013l
Name: iK:5J(WCC);20t3(41SA 194 Commission of SA and others I (20t3]3AIISA34(WC0 �ce

Act Number & Year: (eg: Act 24of 1936) ❖e ❖ ❖ 14/11/2012 ABSA Bank Limited v Companies and lntellectual Property Commission : [2012] ZAWCHC 182 
of Sooth Africa and others: ABSA Bank Limited v Voigro Investments 19 �g: 120131JOI. 30CXXl 

Section Number: cc I [2013]2AIISA137(\YCC) 

n/a : 0 21/08/2012 ASSA Bank limited v Newdty Group (pty) Ltd and another : 12012) JOL 29353(GSJ):12012]
ZAGPJIK:1M(GSIIrelated matter I 120131 3AH SA 1461GSJJ 

n/a ❖ 0 05/12/2014 ABSA Bank Ltd v Africa's Best Minerals 146 Ltd; In r@: Sekhukhune :12014I ZAGPJHC 363(GJ): 
[?OlS)JOt.3278,[GJ)NOv ABSA Bank Ltd I 1201512AIISA8(GJ)Mii+l■:E 



     

  

 

  
   

   

  

   

    
 

Examples of other legal and business sources 
• Getting the Deal 

Through/Lexology Pro 
• Bloomberg Law 
• Practical Law Global 
• RIA Checkpoint 
• IBFD 

• Pretorial University Law Press (PULP) 
• HeinOnline Law Journal Library/IFLP 
• International Encyclopaedia of Laws 

(IEL) 
• LLMC Digital (historical) 
• Common Law Abroad bibliography 

(HeinOnline)(historical) 
• Other global foreign law sources and 

research guides 



   

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Examples of regional studies sources 
• Africa-Wide (EBSCO) 
• Catalogs of South 

African/African or African 
Studies Libraries 

• African Journals Online 
• Project Muse 
• JSTOR/Google Scholar 

• AllAfrica (news) 
• LexisNews 
• Readex news sources 
• African Studies 

Companion Online 
• Africabib.org 

https://Africabib.org
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Resources v *Savedltcms(O) 

Search National Library of South Africa and beyond 

0. -
Advanced Search 

' (. OllJ\\IHA UNl\lR.'>lr'I IJBRARIJS • STARCH• (catalog.Andes AcadaffllcCOtnmonl.WGbsllaS8ar 

AOYAHC!II Pe,�,Mic�lleDATABASES 0
UJJICH 

AFRICAN STUDIES 
African Studie� x "' Find Databases .P 

1' S�INICI-SA l(MllS • 

Filters 

Afriun Newspapers (World Afriun StudiH Companion NiPAD: Afriu•wide ArRlCAN STUDIES AT COLUMBIA 
Newspaper Archive) Online information Sortby Bute.t • AboutlheAfrieanSludlNColle<:tione; 

• Mican Studt&& Reading Room lnlemalionalAffan
_j OselKt� Pa&el l·J0of�2RHult.s: • /savesearch Best Bets"' • African Studies Internet Resources 420West 118th St. 

B•stforAfricanStudi•sf9) C'N"N" Virtual Librafy for African Sludie&-26 Yeanl) NewYork."1'1'10027I 
"•COV10-19inAfrica Phone,(212)854-8045B••tforAfriun.Am.,ic.anStudi•• l)j

""i7 SAmedia " El I ••• •ColtmbiaUM'8flltylJbrano&:Gudes&Bibliographies E-mali. afrlca@hbrary.oolurrt,ia edu 
BHtforAelicion(I)O8e$tBetforAfricanSt\ldiH • Basic Gi.Jide 10 ReHarcn on Alric.a 

African Studies S.stfo,MiddleEuternStudiufl) 

e .. 11orlincua1:•,ndlit•raturefl) • Newspapers of Afnca on Mlcmfin1 
H·I l■WiBifii 

. ......."-""""' 
• Africa and Black tnlemationallsm Staff 

mailto:afrlca@hbrary.oolurrt


    

     
   

   
  

  
  

   
  

Collection Development for 
South Africa 

• Vendors: Mary Martin Booksellers, Hogarth, etc 
• Larger imprints: Juta, Lexis ZA, Oxford, University of 

Pretoria Press, Springer, etc. 
• New acquisitions/bibliographies of South African/African 

libraries and regional studies libraries 
• Current awareness sources/journals for Africa/South 

Africa (e.g. book reviews) 
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