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In bis. ob1tuarJ notiqe in MIND ( vol. 491 19401 P• 126) 1 

Prof •. 0 • .1. St.out, has aa1<ttof Alexandett t.bat "be has ao formulated 

t.he main probleu in tbe1f-easent1al 1ntei-oonnex1on that serious 

o.r1t-1o1aa of bis ·work oaa ~bardl7 re11aln 119rel7 negative, but mu:·st, 

beao• -oonat.ruot1ve. Th«JOri t.lo in nnd1ng reasons to reject 

Alexanda.r 1a ana•ra ·to Ufit qu.eat,iona- he raises is led to appreoiate 

aore deeplJ t,h.e nature and importanoe of the questions theuelves 

and 1a stimlated. and ·helpifd-. to t1nd alternative answers tor 

biuelt.-" , ---
Elsewbere. in the -sauil•-·- voluu ( in the first of bis artioles on 

"The Pbiloaophf- ot Samlel:) Alexander" ) he tells us that Alexander 

regarded bis pbiloaopti, u-tbe "philoeophy or the future", and 
., 

oouenu "•• I eannot ayselt admit that Alexander's system will be, 

or, at 8Af rate, ougbt. to ,be the philosophy or the future. There 

seem t.o ae to be flaws ia:'it tat.al io any sueh olaia. None the 

less, I feel tbat the mostr,proaising:pat.b to thia philosophy of the 

tutve la to be tOtmd in ~'Ol'itieal reoonat,ruetion or Alex&nder's 

work, wit..h tbe ah.,ot oornottng its defects while i-ets1n1ng its 

a,ateaa,10 obaraoter. h baa asked the right questions and 

aoawend thea in suoh a ft1 that ••en where he is wrong h1.s errors 
are aoat inatruotive. - In1d1soovering how he bas gone astray we are 

gu1Qed \o a aore sat.iataot.e,y positive solution of the problems with 

wbiob ·m d•ala." And Stout,·oonoludea by reeomaending this re

ooneuuot.1oa- ."aa a proaiaing venture to, 7ounger un." 
Coueat. ot t,bia sort. la praise indeed', and, I think, just 

p.ra11e tor Alexander, altb8Ggh we ought net to forget that Stout 

waa a life-loag,personal Mend ot his. And I have no dffltbt, too, 

tbai ibe Noonatruotion of Alexander's system is a worthwlile task. 

Suoh a reoonatruotion would, however, be beyond the scope ot any 

suoh thesis as this. My task in this thesis 1s fa.r more bwable, 

sinoe I intend to deal with only one aspect ot Alexander's philosophy; 

and even with regard to tbis one aspeot1 it is not IIJ intention to 

reoonstruot, but merely to examine oritioally. 
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Nevertheless, I am. e~ouraged by the above~quoted remark 

ot Prof. Stout that "seriotis oritioi.n of his work oan hardly 

reaatd urely ne·ge.ttvet · bit\ aust beoome oonstruotive", to think 
t' ""':; ~ 

, . . ~\~-~ '}_ . 

that the exuination ot •1'11 one aspect of Alexander's thought 
. , · · · •:Ac; _ . . 

ma, 1t·fruit.tw. in Jitlcl.Uii,a.bal__.d Qrie.ntatioa to~ds bitt 

systea as a wbole. . " 

lor allO\lld it be torgot,\en that what. Alexander calla \i.e 
hiatortoitJ et t.hings" is~ iaport.e.11t, eleaent in bis th~ht, as 

,t· _; 1 . . 

I sh&ll _at.\emp\ t,o .abow. ,Oat is disposed to go even so tar as to 

S&J tbat \be 1nvoc&\1on to "take t1'8 seriously" is the most 

important leaaoo ~bat Al-.nd•r'a systea has in tbe real• of 
. I 

ontology, al\hOU&b, as Ii~h&ll argue, we need not take time quite . ' 

so seriously as Alexander.·asks ot us. 

·1t · is a matter of surprise to me that the aspeot of Alexander's 

thought with whioh I a.a here concerned ha.snot reoeived the attention 

it deaorvei, As tar as I{kflow• unt.11 reo.1atl71 t.he only one who drew 
. ' 

any proper attention to 1( was the late R.G. Collingwood in his 

postbu.m.ous books "The Idea--·ot Nature" and (espeoially~ "The Idea of 

Histoi-7"• 1Sinoe t-tiea Pl'O(i Dorot,a, Eaet bas aent1oaed it 111 passing 

in an artiole entitled "Time is the Mind ot Space" in this year's 

July issue of f1HILOSOi>HY (vo. XXV, no. 94). I am in agreement with 

the general line of critioisa taken up there, although I have 

approaohed the matter here from a somewhat different angle. 
ft. 

It. re11ains •r•l1 to'record rq indeb\ednesa to the relevant 

articles of Prof. o.o. ~••• and of Prof. a.F. Stout,1 .whioh have 

greatl1 aasisied • in tol'1aUlating my approaoh to .Alexander's 

pblloaophf. 

--.. 

\ 
\1 

/ 
/ 

/' 

~--

I 



'1c 

I , ,. :, .,,,, ' . ""~' ... , ·•-

j.f-iiJ 

J \I/' ,l 

',;J ~-:\{f 

(. ::- t~ ! ~: 

{- J. 

i .' x) ~: 
·1-v.,;. I 

r ( ,l · r 

t .);.:. r· t. 

I 

(t- .1. C-i!J 

e,c:t _ .. 

;1t.! '.ff~!~· 

"1iJ Ef, 

. ·, 
~;1. f: J ;_: l -

r::-· r~J 

t u Ii ·~ \;-

'l :f>_ ~1f\ ,~ 

:.:~,::.c·-1c·- · 

., 1 

·)JtJi'l: 

\ ... l J .:-'"' :3;;'1 

crrfJm_ 

TABL§ QF @ITEITS, 

INTRODIJCrlOI •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• page 1. 

> i!Aii QQ, 
", ; .,,-"'. 

SEgfIQI· l : . !'fiOQESS" "'\; 
CHAPTER OB : "SPACE - .. fIME" •••. ••••.......... page 9. ·-~,<' 

(1) Introductory r$.Crka (p. 9), (11; Spact-Time (p.10) 
(111) Piotor1al repreae(ntatlons (p. l4)l {1y1 Perspectives 
and sections {p. 15J. v; Coaaents. (p. 9~, {vi) Note on a 
problea of interpretation {p. 20) 

CHAPTER no: ~rHE QUALITIES'................. page 23. 

t
i) Prooen and t.he at.at.ionary (p. 23) {11) Emergence p. 24, 111) The order of ~uallties ,p. 26), (iv) Nisus 
P• 29, v) Coaaent.a (p. 51/ 

CHAPTER THREE; "FREK00118 
••••••••••••••••••••• page 35. 

(1) Noyelty_and ~sality (p. 35), (11) Indetel'ltinisa and 

lboioe (.I?• 36){ {tit,)," What df,teMttft!.811 dqes .iot uan (p.37), 
iv) Precliotab lit,y (p. 58;, cv, Freedoa {p. &O), 
vi) Couent (p. 41a). . 

&QTIOB B: 0THE ACTUAL" 
CHAPTER FOUR: "THE METHOD OF PHILOSOPHY"••••• page 43. 

ii) lat~l Piety (p. 43), (11] Beoesaiiy and contingency 
p. 4t} (111~ The f!tbod ot phllqsopby (p 46), 
lY) History and lilatbemat1oa {p. 49), fv) Comment (p. 50) 

CHAPTER FIVE; "THE CATIGORIES9 
•••••••••••••••• page 52. 

(1) The oatefories 1n pneral (p. 52], (11) U9iversals &nd 
part1oulars p. M)l (111) Relation \P• 57), (iv) Substance 
{p. 59), (Y) Causal ty (p. 60~, {Vi, Coaaent (p. 64) 

PART no, 
CHAPi'ER SIX: "HUIAB HISTORY"••••••••••••••••• page 67. 

(1) The one ~ocesl} and bwl&n history (p. 67), (11) Moral 
Pr~•• (p. 68), {111) Koral progress· and nisus IP• 70), 
(1vJ Tbe reality of past •nd future st.ages (p. 73, 
(Y) The,~ of bist.qr.r (p. 73) (vi) lew qualit ea in buaan 
history {p. 75), (vii} Bwaan h1slory and great men (p. ??), 
(viii) Couents (p. 78) 

CHAPTER SEVEI: "HISTORY••••••••••••••••••••••• page 81. 

(1) Art and s;lenoe (p. 81), (11) History_and the soienoes 
(p. 83),((111 H1,to11_ as a soienoe (p. 86). (iv} Soientitio 
BlatorJ p. 8 ), (V} uman aot.ives (p. 89), (vi) COIPD8Dts 
{p. 90) > 



: \ 

r -.. 
' 
t' ; 

,_,_ ... ,_ 
i ) 

f 

1.:~_, 

,. . ' ., 
' ..I. 

~ 

V 
• i ·, 

" r . ' l ~/ } 

... ";-.,-· . 
f .::_.J; . 

• 

~-· 

fART TBREE 

CHAPTER EIGHT: "CONCLUDIIO REJLAP.JCS• ••••••••• page 93. 
(1} The Philoso~oal Approaob (p.93). (11) The tot.al.tty ot 

thina as bistor1oal (_ p. 95). (111) r,e Theory of Hiat.ory 
p . 96) ., ( iY) Sitit~ ·ilt, the teet of HitJt~ { p. 97) 
vJ Takl9i Time seriously_ (p. 100). (vi) The new attitude to 

bist.oey (p, 102) • Yil), ·Tne 'fbeor, tf Evolution and hist or, 
(p. 102), , viii) St~ (p. 104), {ix) Conclusion (p. lOSJ 

t 

:,:;~ ·' 



J 

-0:§:r~:' 

1~ 

·•· ~lJTMOOCTI OM 

Tbt,r• . 1a no part of ~~\e~ander' a ayat,m, whiob he anphere 
. . . 

txpl1o1tl1 Qb$raot.,r1••• ,aarJ ".Ph1losopbf ot h1stor7" • Aod •• 
\ t ' . ; ' ; · .. :- ,, ", • : . ' 

~t,.,.at tlrat wooder at :\tis. seeing t.b&t ,be bas suoh a definite 

view -~ut. _tho "nisto,rio.1.ot tbiogs",• But ~be truth is tha~ 

Alexandtf ,apparent,lJ tn1+, t.bat wben we normally apeak of • _ ,; 

"pb\loa,ptaJ.ot_h1at.eti-J", 1• have.1n_Dlind soaetbiag other tb~n e. 
. -~ • ' , . •. ,, p.-,,r, . 

new .•bt\,\\ ,.tbe "b1stor1oit., ,of t,bings". For him, "philosophy ot 
,. . . , ..:, ~. " ,,,._ ~ ' 

biator1" -, leC1ti11at.el7)>• applied to u.y tor11Ul&tion, ot t ._ 
' ,. . " .~ , . . . ' "t 

"{ 

bi&tllJ' ooaprehenaivt nat."'tt, ma~• bJ tbe ltistorian. Thus be te~l• 
\ll t.bat ff•pl' s at.t.empt. t.e.,exh1b1t tbe gowtb and ob.ang(t ot tbe 

•o~o•p~l•n o~ .1.be_Stat.e i!l,uniye:raal bist.orJ aay legitimatelJ 
olaia to b4I a "pbilosopbJ of history", not.because it is philosophy, , . . -- . . ,. - -:•.;,. . . l 
b\lt.,bte,.uae it is so 9oap~bensive. • 

'" • s., ' 

Aod ._ tbJa txplaiQS '. •~- I nav, ,n?t olaimed this tbesia _ to be . 

oonoefned witb Alexander'• "ph1loaopn, of histor1" 1 although it is 
' -; " ,; ' . ~ 

a st.u4, ot oer~1n aattera in his philosophy whioh would generally 

be tb~gbt olJJ&1t1ablo under \ha\ soaewbat vague heading. Instead, 
,· '... . . ••' ' ' ' 

I bav~ been ~ontent to oall 1t at,er.tbe title ot one of bis last 

paper••. 

Tbia tbesia, tt,\•Q• will_ oonqern itself largely with what 

AleXf.Qdtr baa to aa, abO\l~ ~be. "b1stor1o1ty of things". What tbia 
'' • :. '•,' • ; ' ,.· I '• • ' 

,. int;ripiqg: pbraae •ans '4lt be explained in a lllOaent. Let us, 

to••v•r• ,;first ., 1om1t,~9a ~bout \he relevant, literature in 

_ 4lf~dtr• on the subjeott,9f. iht . "biatorio~ ty ot things". One oould 
• 

._, \~t-•~•~1tbing be wi,;e _tell,in this oategor7; tor the 

•11t1aat.1o tbafaot.er ot t4atJh1nk1ng brings it. .about. that alao,t. 
. - . . 

eYePJ point, in bis philoat9.h7 is oonneated with almost every other 

-. point,~ But, suob ~o 11.oa•~t: J,~ouib true. is: irrelevant. lor• 
. oorreotl7, there are pa••~.l •litob are direotly, indireotl7~ ,and 

Yery indireotly~ ~-onneotel with·· this conoeptfon. The first t.;pe 
' l-

; ' ' ft,,,•' 

• . '. • • ; ·1 • 

l. 3paoe, !1rae, and Deity, vol. I, pp. 2-3 
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... d•·Df. explanation; bJ \be seoond, I mean passages oontaining 

pointe.wbioh are plalnlJ due \o, or the result ot this oonoeption; 

t>J t,he ~bird tJpe, PM•eaa;.oont&iniag points wtdeh pould be sbon 

to be· oonn.oted wit,b ttua:,4toot,ine. I aupPose it ia theont.ioally 

poestole.tbt.t ever7 poinlilh llexandar1a pailoaopbJ Jl!llld be shown 

i. be 10.oonntoted, but._.h a task would aw.-el7 be a waste of ti•• 

We oonotra ow-aelv••• beli• with passages dealing dtreotlJ with the 

"bi1tortoi'1 ot t.b1Ntl~, ,jad wiitb passagea ooniainlng point.a that 

&Pt plaialJ due to this ooaoeption. 

. Ot tbe first. \JPt,t.ntH are ooaparatively few. Besides the 

paper ot tbla nau 2, ibep are a bandful of passages ip Alexander's 

••~nt•l ,work "S~••• i,-, and Deity" 3, and a few pages of 
lP.,tNating oomunt, in Alexaader's,laat book "Beaut.y, and Other 

r,raa ot·VeJue" 4, As rtprda \he seoond type, passages of this 

8t;trt,, are llWleroYs, bl.it, not. •or\~ list.1111, ainoe,altbough ll&Dl of 

ttae• will N referred \o to the oou.rse of the thesis, we are not 

really oopoerned with the paaaages ineaaelves but with the points 

they oonta1n. 

W• \ttrD aow io. tbe •an1ng ot the phraae "the Historicit7 of 

tqiaaat"• Th.Ire are two d1at1not senses in wbiob A. uaes the 

para•• in HT. I\ atan.a el\her (&) tho•• obaraoteriatioa ot a thing 

-..,1,n make it bisterlo-.l, (this will beooae olearer in tbe 0011r1e 

ot tbt tbeaia}, or (b) tbt taei tbat there are suoh obaraoteriatios. 

•• d.,.a IJot. appear to have \.realized that he was using the phrase 

•b1-&u~•l¥, and, this aenea .. to oontuae aoaewhat the line of 

arpaen~ in BT. I oqbt t,o explain that A• invented the pbraae tor 
' . 

~ fir.at t,1u in tbe tit,l• ot iT, 'but be 1nveated it, to desoribe a.n 

~•peot, of bia t,bougtat, \bat,,-had already been recognised, althougb not 

2. ffThe Hiatorioity ot Thinp1 (henoetorth to be referred to as 
f \ "VT" )i• tl:lia pa~r ls inoluded in a book .of ••~• en\1 tled 

Phi oaopbyand History: essays presented 80 Ernst Cassirer; 
edited by ~ond Klibansky and H.J. Paton t Oxford, Clarendon 

· · Presa. Page ·· reterenoes are to pages in tha book. 

!; The Qittord Leoturea.:1916-19~ in two Yolwaea. 1st ed. 1920,·. 
laollll~ and eo., London. To bt henoetor~h referred to as 
"SfDff: Alexander will be abbreviated to A". 

4. l&oMil\an and Co., London. 1st ed. 1933. To be referred to as 
"Beaut7. 
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Tbe phraae "biator1o1iJ ot things", in its seoond meaning, 

tbat is, when it indioatea the taot that there are oharaoteriatios 

in tbj.nga !h1oh make the• ~1,tor1oal, is tor A. olosel7 bound up 

(in faot, almost synonym°"') with the endeavour to "take Time 
\ . ' --~ . :t. ; . 

,,r1ou111"• It-, be r_,ked that this oonoentration on Tiu is 
. : - -~·;,r ' ' . ' ' 

on• ot the moat s1gn1tioe.nt, aapeota ot.modtrn thougtit,. A. himself 

puta this v,r, wel~~ . •!ref\:~ aays1 · 
5 "It I were asked to nau the 

" . 
aost oha~aoteristio teatutf, ot the thought of the last twent7-tive 
:·,, , , • .. l . i - (' 

ft&rla I should answ,r, tbe disoover1 ot Time. I do not aeantthat 
. . ' ',,_, 

~• h!t,Yt waited until today to beoome familiar with Tiae; I 11e11n 
'' " " . . 

that.-.. .have only just be1t:1n, in our speculation, to take Time 

••~ioual7, and to realize that in sou way or otl'le1 Time is a.n 
·' ;, ,' . 

essential ingredient in. the oonstitution ot things," A. is here 
; . ; . 

r,terring t~ the,modern apeoulat1ve aovement in wbioh the names of 

Bergson, Wb1iehead, and, to a lesser extent, General S11Uts find 
< ., • 

tbeir plao•• In thie mov•aent A. pla,ed his own very important part. 
. ' . 

- . ,f ,. 

A. gives a helpful pictorial representation of "taking Time 
i ·, • . 'i. • ' .• 

1eriou1l1~ when he or1t1oizes the oouon personitioation of Time 

in tbe figure of a soJth•-~n mowing down the old to aalte rooa tor 
' 

the 7oung. He oomplains that this represents the transitoriness 
; .. -, . .· : !' ' 

of \hings raiber than ~he real nature ot Time, and adds that ffit 
. .. ,'· ~ . . . '· ,. 

'" ~ •. . . ' 

to~gets that the s~ Tise whioh mows down the grass produces the 

new orop; and indeed when the simile, not intended to be pressed, 
,'.'" - .. . :,-• 

~• pressed, it seems to iaply that oonoept1on ot the world as a 
!". ; 

!Gries o~ pre,ont instants, perpetuallJ ~created, whioh as we have 
. . '. ' . . . 

otten urp~ would destroy history and make even the present aoaent 
t ~ . . . < ~ -. ' • 

wiintelligible. Time is ~D truth the abidiog prinoiple ot imperman-
~,.~- ~ , ~ . ' -'- ' . 

,noe ,bioh is the real creator•••• it is a kind of cosmic "gendarme" . ' ' . ' 

,no makes stagnation impossible, and at onoe creates the movements 
ti ' 

,.•' .,;. 

r... -ia "Sp1AOZ& -and .1'1me", a lecture delivered in 1921. It \s 
., in Ai' s postbwlo~ book "Philosophical and Literary Pieces , 

t.; :Llaol llan. 19&9. · - ·, · · , 
/ 

·~ ,. 
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which oonst.it.ute· t.htngs andi keep things in 11oveaent. 1C1roulez, 

leaeieurs.'" 6 

fh1s passage is wortti•reme~:ring, beoause it brings out, 

ole&Ply & few of the point,;, I she.11 make in the thesis. It shows 

, what A. means b7 "taking '.ftme seriously", and its oonneotion wit.b 

"h1.stor1o1tyt1, besides ellphaaizing something which Whitehead h&a 

oalled'bPeativity" and whhb A. oalls "aelt-oreativitJ"• 

rt will be tou.nd that:·ooth in RT, where A. is speoifioally 

oonoerned 1n pointing out·the e.speot ot historicity in his thought, 

and in the :rest of his •~ts, A. i11plioit.l7 distinguishes between 

the histor1oal real 1 tJ and the h1ator10&1 knowledge o-t it.. 'rl'lua, 

in BT he ts bll.17 t.raotng 011t t,he thesis that all things are 

h1stor1oal, that. the world- 11 a "world ot events". 7 But in the end 

be &aaert,s t,h&t, "History"• ·that is, the body of knowledge, is "but 

one of the soienees whioh arise fro• the tacts and hafgen1ngs ot 
the world." 8 Al Prof. w~o. de Burgh baa pointed out/hia review 

flf "Philosophy &nd Riator1" in IIIND, this distinotion oorresponds 

t,e the R•ali·st. diat.lnetioo between tne objeot. known and the 

knowing of it. 

Tttus we have on the ~De hand the historioal reality, and, on 

\he othtr, what A. ealls the "Soienee ot History", but whioh •• 

prefer to eall s1aply nu1atory• (with a oaptt.al "R"). But we have 

s\111 to point out that tor A. the proper historioal reality with 

which History deals 1a btlll8D biatory. Thus we must now distinguish 

INttween three separate things:- tbe totality ot things as Timetul 

or "hi1torlo&1", whlob •• •ight oall "the ·total b1stor1oal reality"; 

\bat biatorioal reality whiob is tbe auojeot-•t\er ot History, whioh 

•• aigbt oall "the bwu.n ldatorioal realit,yn; and, finallJ, that 

bodJ of knowledge wniob deaoribea "the hUll&ll hiatorioal reality", 

· Jhioh •• have agreed to call "History". These three things must 

provisionally be kept very oaretully apart. 

,. STD, vol. II, Bk. III', Ch. IIB, P• 48. 

?. HT, p. 11. 

8. HT, P• 25. 
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Before prooeeding witti the argument, let as 1a1 something 

about HT. As I have alreliiy mentioned, this was one ot the last 

pa~rs that. A. wrote. Laird; 1.n his exoellent "le1101r• on A. 

whiob toru the tntroduotlon to "Philosophiosl and titersry 

P1eaes", tells·us that A.~alled HT uminor stuff" 8nd thought the naae 

was the best thing about f\; Laird's oomaent to this is, "But it it 

ta •,1nor•, it is not in the least aenile. 8 9 Another co1111entator, 

T.E. Jessop, att1ru, perhaps with aore just1oe, that HT 11 a sure

tooted sketoh ot A.'s system. IO 

I do not share Laird1s apparently high opinion of wr. While 

I should not go so tar as·· io say that it. W1!S "senile". at the aame 

time, there seem to ae to be weaknesses ot oonstruotion and argument 

whioh are not at all oharaoteristio ot A. at his best, and which 

enable ua at least to understand why the oh~rge ot senilit7 oould 

be brought. against it. 

I think that the title is a misnomer 'lnd does not. adequ&tely 

deaor1be the contents. Thus one of A.' s uin objects in HT 11!J to 

ptonounoe judgement on so• of the latest developments of atoa1o 

ph)raios (in his d&J' 1n the light of his system. And I find that 

tn aketohing bis aetaph13tos and oommenting on atomio physics. A. 

loses tra.ok of his subjeot,',hthe H1.ator1o1ty of !hings", and it 1a 

tnly bf a oonsoious effort' (and no little ingenuity-) that he gets 

baOk to it. 
But in spite of these:'.faults. I think that ff aan help us 

greatly in traoing out A.•i oonoeptton ot the "h1storio1ty ot things", 

provided that this e.speott'is considered al-early, and independ•ntly 

ot auoh irrelevancies as atoaio physics. The paper oo•tsta of an 
'· 

introduction and five aeotfons; the 1ntroduot1on starts oft wdth a 

,efe1-enoe to Spaoe - Tiu'~ opposed to Space and Time, ,md then 

9.' P• 89 •. 

10. His aotual words &re' :- "A.' s suDIJll&ry of his own philosophy .. 
ia delightful, whiuioa.l. wt sure-footed." 

~~ 
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goes on to speak of "the new attitude to history", untioning 
.'··· - -.. -· . •. , . _I'·, , ... ·•· l' . ,. . , . 

Btget'&nd !>at.in;' now'oo•i·the.proposal ·to sit at the feet ot 
hi:~tory; :' I~'·seotion I~ A~:,1deals with historicity as· "time 

enteririg,,the constitJtion;'ot. things'\ in-which A. discusses suoh 

things'·~ universals and 'ji~\loulara, tbe oategories, et~rnity and 

tillete~ihess, the eaerginf·a~ity and value; In section II, A.· 

deal~;•Itb history as "th~,;~oord'bt changes in the growth of 
' ~ ,· ,,. ,· . '· : .. ; ,nr, . " ~ > 

event,stt,' .,ln whioh he. disotiases emergenoe, treedom and deterraiqism, 

eild prediot~b111tf; seot1i III deals with the t lesson' from 

Ir history "riot to' tak:e a tnf_ftg tor sore than it is"; In section IV 
. ~ 

be de-11 with th•; 11es•~nti "not. .t,o t.~e·a,ttlingft>r leis than .it. is", 

,,_ -tu.ctr; h•: ape~ of· the. importann .. ot · appealing t,o our experience 

et, fJllraelvesJ .FiRallJ, 1ft aeotieo V ., he generalizes about "history" 
' . ; ' 

u4 ".atbeutios", where "history" is ta.ken to represent what he 

oalls t.h• "bNlt .given-,neaa" ot t.b1np. 

, All~ t.tJ•n ·toptaa will :be dealt, with in the CO\ll'st or this 

t.aesi.a, .. al \howgb 1qae wt 11, ie aireased aore . t.ban others. But my 

pu.rpoH bere is ditt,rent,,.fto• ibat, of •• 1a lfi he ia giving a 

™t.ob of ~i,a a.,at,ea :.to' \l'l' aad allow tbat \he world is btstorioal. 

t,aa\ '1'1•• must be tak~ aa1ou,ly and ta ao,t.aken in his 111te•; - . ,. ... 

VP'lrPO•• Ja·t,o e~iae thi~ notio-1 ot t,be "n1ator1o1ty ot things" 
' 

aa4 ••e. waa\ it, in,volvta.11\h reapeot to (a) wa.t I have oalltd 

~~b• ,t.otf4]. bistoPioal rea\ity", (b) "the buan bistorioal realit.7"., 

~d -(o). witq l'EJSpeet t,o Hi_,t,e>ry. 'iitwa fl1 .o.rd•r of treat;aent · of the 

~iQ~I ~qp141a will oot. ~ju;s te t,ne sue as tnat. ot A. in HT. 

;; . : .. ,Moreover, we must t,ej in mind the twp_ different senses whioh 

we ba'ff ,f,~ow~, t~ ~dbere \t)1°t.lle pbras• "tae hlato.Pioity of t.hiaga", 

_ ,ad oq.r pP-eatinta~on w1lltlJ4 .&fleo\td by t.bie oonoern. The stoond 

, •-~•• t.nat 11, t.lle taot J.\~t •\here are eh&raoter1st1os in t.btllgS 
' . ' ~:.'.; .:: '\ 

. ~iGb m, . t.bt• thi1~0,1~,.. ,111 be l•tt, over tor dlaot.tseion ,to 

'!flat \qoa,1u41u,.seet.ion, 1Ql8f.• I will disotAaJ tae whole oQAatpttof 
- ' . ~.- .... 

~~t t.\~Qi a, t.be :teet ,ot, k\Mt.0,1". 
In oonneotion with tti~ tirst sense of the "historloity ot 

things", more must now be'said. We said that the phrase stands 

; 
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for thou oharatter1at.1oa :Ot 1:a t.hiQi whieh make it, hiator1o&l, 

and the qµ••iion now ar~, wb&i ..-e tbeff ebaraoieristioaT 

tna.re may be 118Dl'! 4- 1~dioat,ea and •tNues two. "ibe 
i, ·'· . . . ~t' . ' 

obaraeteristioa ~ (1) NRO•aa• -.ad (11) aet.t.AJli\J. Tbtll, to 
re4opi1e the 1!,tiia~orioit.f~•Of. ~biaga" is to "take time seriously" 

in our,,de~oript.ion ot tnetptveNae, apd t.ni• involves s-

( 1) (cnap~i• be1lli laid OP,1 proeesa. ae. op,.aed t.e t.he stationary .1 
(11){eapbaa1a beillg laid on the aotual, •• oonorete, as opposed 

\O_tbe n•oeaaar7. ~ 

Bearing in mind a11·t.he above dist1not1ons (not allot whioh 

may be clear at this stage~ but which will be discussed more 
fully at a l&teit atage~•e 'oa.n now goo~ to explain the plan ot 
this thesis~ ~ ·. 

To 'teoapitu.late, our ~1.m will be to exuine that aspect ot 
i. •a .philosophy whiOh he has designated "the h1stor1o1 ty" or things'', 

and we•·aha.ii examine this :iapeot in three. S~&ges:-

fJ.Airt •ONE,•• shall •t.tempt to draw out the "historicity ot 
thin.gs"' in oonneot1otl w1 th' what we have oalled the t'total historical 

reality•. In PART TWO, oh&pter six will attempt to show what this 

,, dootrine involves for the "bwaan historical reality", that is to 

say, we shall be oonoerned to describe how A. regards the object 

of the "soienoe or History". And in Chapter seven, we shalltttempt . 
'-to delineate A.'s view of the problems which taae the H•storlan, 

and his estimate of the ple.oe of History among the soienoes and 

arts. 

Thus, in PART ONE we ask ourselves the guestion, ~in what sense, 

tor A., 1s the totality ot things historical?", an1 in answering 

this, we shall make a sketoh ot oerta.in points in A.'s system in 

order to exhibit the eaphaaes on "prooess" or "movement", and on 

, 1aotual1ty", the possession ot whioh two crut.raoteristios makes the 

,i t,ot.alitJ of things "hiatorioal ". 
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Having ahown in what~nse A. speaks of the total reality 

as "historioal" • we go on to show what eonsequenoes. this oonoeption 

has, first or all, {1n chapter six~ tor the human historioal 

reality whioh is the sub.t.gt-ma,ur of History, and secondly, 

(1n chapter seven;, tor the method of History itself. 

Att,er itbia, in t.be.ti1tal chapter, we shall be able to under

take a oritioal re-e..S.nat,ion ot tbe notions involved in and 

oonneoted wit,h the ''histor'loit.y ot things". 

Please notioe tbat ray purpose in the thesis is io or1t1~1se 

prlMr-111 \be.notion ot Ute "h1,tor1o1\y of t,nings". Thus a.ny 

tr1tioiau oftered . .aa,wbere else than in tb.e final obapter are 

m.ean\ to be •rely oouent1c by the way in order to indioat.e the 

apeoial weakneases ia A. 11 ~gu.•nt on ~oae point.a, and I do not 
olai• &DJ orig.inali\J tor t.bese o011Mnt.s. )'1 pw-pose is not to 

orit.1811• &ny apeoitto point in A. 1s metaphysics, but merely to 

analyse oritioall7 801N pOlnts involved in t.be nation of tbe 
11bistor1oit, of thiqstt. ·'Ibis pt1rpoae i~ hwable, btit. I beli•v,it 

to provide a not tmfrtd t.tul · field tor research, and one whien, 
in.aa, Gaa•• I• tairl1 otofideat, to" within a, powers, 



f' 

_;'\', 

l. ~ r .. , ·~ ,! - .... 

,c [· J 1 

\ 
\ 

9. 

E!ART ONE, 

StfO+ION Ai "PROCESS, 

CHAf® ONE: ,.SPACE-'l'IME" I 

(1) lavwatorx Rggrks, 
{• :,~;r..i • It is a Mt,\er tor speculation wb.J. in sketching the u.in 

~)~}i ;· (:' 

1 ~ .:;!'JU 

:::1: I n 

J ,-/ ~-

D ~t\, t-, 

!i-~f-~,; 

:::.~ .!.J ! :1~) 

, ~ ~ \~ I ;'~ 1 ~: -

. ._ ; L r o 

,.,, l r -t 
;. J 

\')11 ~- '1 

points of his s,atea in ff, A. was satisfied with a aere pertunotory 

untion of bis fundamental dootrine ot the inte~-oonneotion of 

Spao• and Ti•• For bt gives us bu\ the ht.Nat of hints at this 

doctrine when be aa,a ibat "It baa beooae a ooaonpl&ee to say tbai 

t,be world and everyt,bing in 1 t is hi1torioal • • • • • • Instead ot ap111oe · 

and ti11e, •• bave spaoe-tt .. , tiae entering iato the very 

constitution of things, a.~itour-d1atrudonal and no longer a tbree

diaenaional world"• 1 

And tbe difficulty aaau•s more iaportanot When we realise 

tbat "taking Tiu seriously" undoubtedly 1avolve1 for hia the 

ultimate 1oter-oonneotion et apaoe and time; and so \his •ta

pbJsioal dootrine abould, tor hill, be bound up with the "hiatorioity 

ot tbings". 

Ptrbapa, knowtog,'.tbat. hie argument to:r the interoonneetion 

et apaoe and time had been aub3eoied to 10 auoh oritioiaa, he left 

out tbe dootrine in thia 1ketob, thinking that tbe doctrine ot the 

"iiatorioity ot tblnga" aigbt tru1tful1J be diaoua.sed without 

retennoe to tbis ulti•t• •tapbysioal baits. I prefer to think, . 
however. tbat .&..·left it. out becau" be thoupt tb&t the idea t.h&t 

apaoe and tlu were so intimatel7 oonneoted bad beooae a ooaonplaoe. 

'ftlia ta not imaediately apparen, troa his on words in HT, beoause 

taere he aaya only tb&\ 0lt has beooae a oo•onpla.oe to sa.y that 

the world and everything in it is historical" a.nd the rest of his 

remarks might be thought JA9rel7 an explanation ot what he thought 
j . . 

·· t,bis involved, and not wnat he tbougbt oouonplaoe. Bui, it these 

•: · remarta a.re inte:rpret.ed i~''tbe way I suggest, we have e. ready i 

I. lff, P• 11. 
·1 
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10. 

explanation why A. does not Se.J more about spaoe-tiae, and I 

therefore prefer to tb1nk that ay inter-pret.ation is oorreot, 

although the question would then arise if it wa.s- true that it 

bad beoo• a goyonplso1 to speak of spaoe-tim.e, rather thrui space 

and time. 

(11) ~P19•-I1M,_ 
Leaving this matt.er aside, however, let us go on to give 

what needs must be a very brief aooount or A.'s oonoeption of the 

1nteroonneot1on of space and t1.me; tor despite A.'s omission in 

RT, I think any sketoh of A.'s system would be inoomplete if it 

did not say something about this oonoeption. And A. himself elsewhere 

professed to admit that all the vital probleu of philosophy depend 

on the solution of the problem of Space and Tiu. 2 

In STD, Bk. I Ch, I, where A. oonsiders the matter, he 

follows his usual empirical method of assuming their reality and 

asking or what sort it is. He speaks of physical Space and Time 

first. C we beooae aware of the whole of Spe.oe and the whole ot Time 

b1 a mode ot apprehens1on,w.h1oh A. calls "intuition". 3 A. considers 

ihe usual relational view ot Space and Time aooording to whioh "the 

ordinary mind, ill.pressed •1th things and events, naively thinks or 
$pace and Tiae as it they ••re a sort of reoeptaole or framework 

in whioh things or events are found," &Dd objects that thts view 
11,eu olearly not to represent our direot experience ot Space or 

Time". 4 Instead, A. suggests his own tamoua view: as regards 

things or events, "Space and Tiu are not merely the order of their . 
oo-existenoe or suooess1o~, but are, as it were, the stuff or matrix 

(or matr1oe,) out ot·whioh things or events are made, the medium 

in wbioh they are preoipi\ated and or7atallised; that the finites 

are in spm.e sense oomplex_es ot apaoe and time." 5 

2. STD, vol. 1, Bk. I, Ch. It opening sentence, p. 35. 

5. STD, Yol, 2, Bk. l!Ir,~Ch. VI, pp. 144-8. Sino, the matter ot.. 
"intuition does not oonoern us here at. all• f do not diaou,a it. 
I would, however, agree in generai with Stouts oritioism. {Cf 
"The Ph1l. of S&IIUel Alexander II MIND vol. 49, 1940, PP• 1~5; 

'4. i 5. 3'11D1 vol l{ Bk. I, Ch. It P• 38 •. I follow Ae {though not 
very atr1otly} n uiqg-oapitala for Spaoe and Time when speaking 
ot t.h•• as wboles, and small letters tor any portion of them. -. 
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A. also aaintaioa_ t,~at there is suoh a thing as "mental 
., .JJ 

Time" and "aental Spaoe ",. aud goes Qn to show tbat mental Ti.ae is 

part ot the Saitl8 Tim«, as pbyaioal Time, and mental Spaoe and physioa.l 

Spaoe belong to tlle sue Spaoe. Aa to looating tne mind and its 

enjoyed ::ipaoe and Time in \he wnole of Spaoe and Time, A. answers 

by referenoe to the body •. We begin, in the process whereby we 
i~~ ·- '. 

beoou aw~ of ou.rselv••':l~ a union ot body a.rid mind, by looating 
,., .. .,,. . 

the mind roughly within the body, and end bJ the aore aoourate 

correlation or 11ental with phfsiologioal prooeaaes within the 

oentral nervous aystea. 6 

It. should be po1Bted out that on A.'s view, relations in 

Spaoe and Time are themselves spaoes and times; relations in S?loe 
l 

are not aere oonoepta b1 whtoh we somehow oonneot bits of space 

together, and the same applies t.o Time. Now this involves a notion 

ot Spaoe-Tiae as a stutt, $0 entity wit.bin whioh th•re are spatio

t.emporal relations. Bt.lt at the present t1ae, as A. himself points 

out, the aore ooaprehensive tbeoreu or speoulative matheutioa do 

not proceed on this oonoeption; for their vie• Spaoe and Time are 

nothing but systems of relations between entities which are not 

t~emselves 1ntr1nsioally spatio-temporal. "In the simplest fora ot 
U1e dootrine, they are relations between mgteria.l Joints. They may 

be, as in soae sense with Leibniz, relations between monads. But in 

every oase. the presupposition is ot entities, wh1oh, when the 

r~lations are introduoed may then be said to be in Spa.Be and Time.~ 7 

~. suggests that this view 08D give no aatistaotory account ot 

relations. 
i'i 

Thus the oonoeption ot the intimate oonneotion ot Spaae 

and Time involves for A. the hypothesis of Space-Time as a primal 

1tutf. He suggests that this hypotnesis ha.a something in oouon 

,1th Plato's similar dootrin• in the "Timaeus" 8, and also with the 
... 

$, STD, vol. 1, lik. Il Ch. III, pp. 106-8. 'i'his is· very interesting, 
. " and probably nas pro:round oonsequenoes for Psy~hology. . . 

,. Unf'ortuoately I aJU unable to pursul::) Lb& subject any further here. 

r ?. STD1 vol. 1, Bk. 1, Ch. VI, P• 168. 

·• 3fD, vol. 11 Bk. 11 Oh, VI, P• l?~i Ct a.1;30 ";)pinoza and Time" 
. in Pnil. and Literary Pieoes", p • .)bl. .., 

'" 
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oonoeption reviewed reaent.ly in aodern phJ'sioa by Osborne Reynolrls, 9 

that matter is comparable to a strain or geolog1oal fault in a 

homogeneous med1W1l •hioh h Spac,e. 

Thia 1a 1fb&t A. 'Wishes to maintain. But in order to see 

.now A. propose• to "prove•· this hypothesis, we must disouss another 

point in his ~philosphy, tfte o"noeptions "t "point" ,nd "instant". 

A. thinks that w reach ~nts" and "instants" in the same W'f!t1 ~s 

we reaoh Spaoe and Time, '11ttt bf travelling 1.n different directions. 

But in speaking ·ot Spe.oe and 'i'1.m.e as continuous wholes 

llhioh are div1.sft,le into points !l.nd tnstflnts, we are 1111ing 

•tntelleotual oonstructs.• 8 Nor,n A. hastens to add, "is there any 

reason, supposing the ide&to be well ohoaen, why we should not. do 

so. For the simplest objeots of our experienoe sre tull of our- ideas. 

A thing of s certain sensible oolour and shBpe is seen as a man. 

Halt the objeot is ideal, '.due to our interpretation ot what we see.nlO 

But to repeat, we travel 1.11 a different direction when we speBk ot 

Spsoe and Time a! infinite wholes on the one hand, and points and 

instants on the other. For in the first case, we Jf!.n see and touch 

enly limited spMes, but we· 0111n see th,,_t nne sp,,,oe il'f oont lnuous 

with another, or inoluded·1.n another, and thus we o~,n think ot 3paoe 

or 'time as oontinuous 1ntfnite wholes. In the second oase, we start 

with durations Bnd extentS»:'bul we disoover in experience thRt these 

admit division oontinuallft"'henoe we construct the iden ~r a point 
. ,,lf•;, 

)I.J)j :( '. ' ~ 

or instant in a way in r.,-.rse of that 1n which we oonstruct an 

infinite Space or Tiae. 1'e"stBrt with a f'inite extent or dura.t!on, 
'·-".'A'~ • :;t 

• imsgine it t!iVided, anttr'then we interpret this imagine.tion by the 
,- . 

oonoept that there 11 no 'ibd to the d1. vi.st on: the point ( or instant) 

11 thus the element out ritn~n infinitude er whioh ~n extent ls 11t8.de. 

But, A. stresses again, "suoh an 1ntel.leotual construction••• is 

1eg1t1mate, provided 11.t lihst we m~ke no assumption that. the point or 

instant oan be isolated from other poinl8 or 1.nstantstt, a.nd warns us 

t t. Rede Leoture: "on an Inversion of Ideas as to the Structure 
of the Univerae", Cambridge, 1903. 

1~• s·rn, v:ol. 1. Bk. l; Cb, 1, pp. 4J-l. 
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11. 

that "we 1U11t not. lraqinef~.t,hat, the eltaen\1 "re unreal beoauae they 

a1'8 ideal eonairuotioaa •9 For aenae bas no aontpely of rea~lty. 
/~T 

We .reaob reality OJ all 01tt~powtr1. All we have t.o be •-.r• qt is 
,,;It 

that, • aae · tt•• •1ptlJ ·~• " ll Points and tutaata &N Ulua not 

mac» bl our thought• bt1\ .i.aoovend bJ it.. 12 

H&V1ag upla1----t be M&lll bJ· "point." and. "1na,,ant", 
A.' a U'gwaeat (OP Uae 1Dt-u iaterooaneettoa ot Spw and fi• ta 

easily understood. · Be &J.IIPNs, 1n etfeot. tbat it Time ui,st44 in 

its own rignt., t.bere oould be no .continuity 1n it. for th• eaaenoe 

of: TS... ln tt,a purely te.apenl oharaoter 11 \bat. the past or the 

earlier is overbetore ttie: lat.er or present. The past. instant ia no 

longer present.,, but, 1s dead ·and gone. Thus "it it were not.bing 

110re than bare Tiu it would oouiat. ot pei-iahing instrant.a. Instead 

ot· a oontinueus !lme, the.ft: .would be n.o\b.ing aore than an instant, 

a now, whtoh was perpetiuall7 beirig Nn.wed." l3 Ar1d th1a, of 

oOIU'se, would not be taki.Qg,71• aerioualy. Tbt.48, if the~~ 

instant,, 11 ,aot to -be lost,'. 1 tbere nee&, ll&ll\ be some oont.inuua other 
... 

than Tiu whioh oan seoure and sustain the togetherness of pa~t and 
·. . . {ff < .. 

present. This other tori~ot· being is Spaoe, and Space thus saves 

Tiae. troa being a me~e "n~w•. The same oonoluaion follows it, tor 
'~ ~~-

instance, we substitute points. 
. . 

~d, ot oourse, ~.•s aetho~ does not allow hi• to say that 

ainoe the oontinuit1 ot TlM and its Suooesaiveness a.re oontradiotory, 
. , [!t '"; ~, 

Time is therefore not real but onl7 appearanoe. So, therefore, the 

oontradi~tion'JIIWJt be re~v~d with the r~oogn1tion ot the necessity 
~ i"' 

i· .. ,l 

ot Spaoe to the exist,enoe ot Time. The oontradiotion would tnen 
r • : • --- L.t-~ 

be due to considering Ti• apart troa Spaoe and Spaoe apgrt trom 
T11!19• The .only other wa, ot evading the foroe of this analysis ta 
on the relat,ional view ot :t1me, where an instant is defined by events 

,- . :.{' 

in relation. But this ae\hod is oontr&ry to A.1s hypothesis, and 

so he does not oonaider it. 

11 •. Ibid,, PP• 41-2. 
,~ \ ~ ,· \ -~ ~ ·" * 

12. STD, vol. l• Bk, l,j .Ch •. V • P• lol. 

l& STD, ,vol. l, Bk. 1, Ch. I, P• 45. 
.., 
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14. 

The oonoluaion thus tollo1f8 that "there is no instant 
• -, I ,~;1 

in Tiae'without a poaitioa/tn Spaoe, and no point ot Spaoe without, 

an· 11'11Unt ot . Tiu • • • ,.,;_.re are no suoh things as points or 

instants b7 themselves. ·r,~n are only point.-instants, or pu~e 
,': "' .. '¥ -~ , .• 

events • • • In like Jl8Jlll8Jt; there is 'r10 aere Spaoe or ure Ti• but, 

onl7 Sp&Ot-Tim.f'or Tillt_;~•e• Spaoe and Tim.e are by theaelv~s 
'"";,. ' ' ' , ' 

abstraotiona troa Spao►Tiie, and it they are taken to exist· in 

thei~ own rtgbt with0t1t qlt taoit assumption.or the other, they 

are 1.llegitimat• abatraot~ina ••• Tbe real ex1stenoe is Spa~-
fi•, t:he oont1nuum ot pol\t-initants or pure eventa. 11 14 · 

Ot oourse, A. hffielf realized that this so-called "proof" 

was no proot at all. 'fhua he says that when he said that in order · 

to supply oont1nu1ty tot.he suooeasive there .IW!1 be a non-suooesstve 

oontinw.a, be only aeant that 'the oontinuity is, 11 a pt~•!! qt f'aqt, 
supplied by the oonneotion'"of Time with the other oontinuu11 Spaoe. 

"The &pparent· 'demonatratlon1 was a piece or anslyais ot an entity 

given ln 'experience," 15 and no "proot'' at all: 

( 111) ~MUslfitl- Bew:mPM>Sr1PDI• 
Tbe 1nt•reai1ng thing abCM.lt Space-Time is i,ne way we are 

to rep.re,atllit it· to ouraely••• Formally, and striotly ooneotly, 

Spaoe-fimt oonaista ot. wb&\ A. oalla "lines ot advanoen oonneoted 

into a whole system: in a line of' advanoe C, B, A, we have the 

displaoeaent ot the presen\ troa e, through B, to A, so that A 

beoomes present while Bf beooaes'pe.it and C still further past. The 

: present 1s the point of rfferenoe and in terms ot "earlier" and . 
t "later", B haring been later and C earlier, A beoomes later and 

' CB earlier. · "How", remarla A., "this is the meaning of motion •••• 
[; 

•Tbus 3paoe-Tiiae 1s a syatili ot motions, and we might oall Spaoe-Time 

"by the nu• ot "lotion" were 1 t not tor the taot that in 00111100 

apeeoh motion is merely the general name tor particular motions, 

whereas Space, easily, and Time, less easily, is readily seen to 

''15. , STD, vol. l, Bk. I, Cb. I, p. 47. This is a good exaraple ot 
A; s .e11pbeais on i-be aot.ul\l. er. Oh.apter four ot the thesis. 

Dtls\u P• 48. 
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'be a wbole ot whiob apaoes and tiaes are frapenta." 16 But . 

tb1a foraal repreaentati~, though atriotly oorreot, ia very 

dittioult to oonoe1ve1 a~;~o A. suggests 10119 ways in whioh we 

-, repnsent, Spaoe-T1• t~- .. ourselves piot.orially. The piot,ure 
i;· ~ 

of an advanoing colllJIQ ia)atJful. but talae ainoe it only 
' 

represeata a "aeotioo" ofI~,aoe-T1•. Other pioturea are those 
),~? . .>. 

ot a disturbed ant-heap, ff,,r~t,t.en oheese seen under a aisoroseope, 
''f·t,,.' 

or pa 1n a oloaed vease 1.{;,, oonoei Ytd aooording to the k1net1o 

tbeor1 ot gas••• But tnti,t,st pioture is that, of the ooQdition of 
. . 

a crowing orp.niaa auob as a tr••• where we find a perpetual 

alteration or redistribution uong the oells of distanoe fro• 

•tui-1ty. some being matw-e (th• present), sou ~oribund, in 
d1fterent stages of senesoenoe, and still others adolesoent. 

"In this way we oonoeive ot growth in Tiu, or the history of the 

universe at a whole, or any part of it. as a oontinuous redistribution 

of iost~ta ot Tillt among point.a ot Spaoe.· There is no new Spaoe to 

be pnerated as Time goea,on, but •1thin the whole ot Spaoe or the 

part. ot it, tbe inst.ants ot Tiu are ditferent.ly arranged, so that 

points beoou ditteren~ point-instants and instants also beoom.e 

d1tfereni po1nt,..1natants. I believe this very abstract (I mean 

ver1 aiaple, yet highly oonorete) oonoeption lies, in fact, very 

Dtar to our oo•on notions ot a growing world." 17 

(1v} Perapeot1v1s and Seqtiog, 
This last pioture is Yery iaportant, for it brings us on 

to the notion ot a •perspeotive• of Spaae-Tiu whioh is olosely 

bound up with the oonoeptl'On ot the total ·reality as "historioal ''. 

,or it •• now turn to ask:~ow this abstruse m.etaphysioal view of a 

•trix Spaoe-Tiae is re16t to the notion of the "h1stor1o1ty ot 
things", then the anner li not d1tt1oult to find. A. ·neat.ly 

tuuariaea his view ot tbl'~ 'inter-relation ot Space 1t.nd Ti• when 

he says that "the physioar' universe is tbus through. and thro~ 

· -aiatorieal, the aoene of aot.ioo" 18; troa wb1ob we oan see th&~ 

- STD, vol. l, Bk. l, -Cb. 1, P• 61. 17. Ibid .. p. 63. 
J". l''t" I 

I -.i,. 
' t < ' 

• e,~ t•L•,J._;:!~ • i· /, :,_18. STD, vol. 1, Bk. 1, Ch. II, P• 65. 

./ 

t 

\/ 



>. ~'ij 

t· 

l , :.· ·: '~ '. 

· i- ~ . l 

t, i . 

.~ \,.,,.. 
,/1. 

-, ; r • _; ,. t · · ·' -
. J :. r . r1· 

1,\. 

t 

. -' ~ . 

.l 

t. 

1 ( 

l, f l( 

- ' .) ' ... \,_4~ 

J 

''I 

i "! i.: 

('' . 

'· 

... " ' ~-

t.(, , , .. ; , r 
) (' t ., 

. ·,,·,._ 
,..· ~(" 

i 

,\ ti . ' 

·'' 

,.,, .. F·".\~t)J ··(.t ~ ... ,'~._! 

;·I ( I .i.. 

-tric . JL \ ','. ... ',__ } ; 

,} ; ,/ ._, ,i 4:j f f 

.i ...; _, · I ') l ,:{11 ♦- •. .:.- ·., 

, t~'~]L~f' t -~ ~ ~~i I: 

: ' -. i . . . .. ··- .. .s ·. :· : _!.' ' t ; ~: 
_.,.,~ ... -•------~~- -·--· - ____ ,..,_ ... -..... ~,,,-----.. .. ~ 

. \ 
\j j •·· 

_, ,I J: "· 

' ... ~ J 
11 ·-' , c:; 

i" f 
~ .J, ,I. I' 

,'J.!(.J 

r ·: <· ·: 

'\' .J f ''J ,i 1 j I;. 

i" 

i 

J .' 

; \ 
~ ~. f l t 

t ·-· " 

·- .,.. ~~·--· .,.,_...,., .... ••·· - ,., ...... -
. ' . t j •• 

f .. ~ 
( ~ _,.; t • ·:' V I t .rr 

t 

16. 

, 'hii,dl'iotty· c>f tbtnp 11 :tot!ows lnedtately from th• relationship 
:~ . . - ~. , ~ . .) ,., 

t lttwiea Sp&oe ·antf!iu. ··' ~ •-~ ; 

· ·: Bat lt' • now otmtder the problea as to bow we are 

going to divide thia ··· c,rie lltttton, or ·-tl'h of Spaoe-Ttm.e into its 

pbales~·thea A. b1dstts ti>Upay oaretul attention to the diattnotion 
li·-dra•• ·bttWfn a 1ieott•" eel ·a "perspeotive*. 1W1th t,his 

ienoeptlod-ot the wbolt s•-fi11t", he says; 8 
••• let us ask wh&t 

ttit··utdverae is at ant adlllnt" of tta history • • • the eaphasia rests 

ipoa ·th• word history~ Spaoe-Tirie·or the universe in its a1apieat 
wru i's a growing ani ,,.~ and is: through and through. hiat.drioal. 

ff 'ri i-eaolffr1t, ift\o 1ta4ph&ses,~ ttiose phases llUSt express its 

Hal lit•, • •. 11118'1 'ie · phases whiott of thnael ves grow taoh into tbe 

lifn.• r.L,~ 

l" ., r · R•r•, \hen fa whiN t.tte disiinction between a "section" 

{i Md 1a ·"PffSpeotive• ooaeaitn. " .~; The section ••• does not 
~ 

, . ' t ' ' ·' ' 

. iepresent what Spaoe•Tt•· ·ta, at at11 · moment of t ts !listory • • • But 

._ titre ia a kind' o't 1eotiolt'1thloh does represent, Spgae-firie, at any· 
111\ortoal' •o•nt; ot; lts oon\inuoaa hist017 ·.~. a 1peMtpeot1ve•." 19 

L1
'· · It • take an instant whioh occupies a point, and take & 

t ._tiontof Spa~Ti111e ·th1'ough that point-inatant 1n respeot ot its 

a,aoe or ti•••' 1thtn, to a'bypothettoal obaemr outside tlie universe, 

·~• •tlf..._seoti'on ·would ·aeea to oonsi:st of the 'Whole ot Spe.oe &a · 

~tlltbd)ied' in eftry point bl 'tventa ooourtng at that moment, and the · ~ 
~~-►ieotton· c,t '-he whole 'bf' Time as in' every instant oooupying 

~'.W plaoe •. · AOCOl'dlngly l~ would seem that '&t any moment (or at any 

t pbint)~ a ·aotion or, ,thfJ U)liverae would be· nothing other than the 

itltle ~t 'Space lor Ti•), :'"1d Space could then be desoribed as the 
,":)'' .. 

:},.-.ablap ·ot · events ~~ns &t the ··'h11le moment or Time, (and Time 

!aYf \be -aueoesaion of &11: ·nt• 000t1pytng· one plaoe.) 'This 
C,lt,.-

:;:81itfftl~ A'-. · suerta, ialiihder ·oertsi n oondi tiona a leg! t:imate · 
,: 

1• Meet:tori:frora · the lfllole or Sr,ace-Tt•; wt·• tt does not t1Rt1i1nt 

•el SPMf~.:u ... ia, lk ·WM•ent, ot 1 ta ll1a \t9£Ya 'l'he uni verse 

/6ot bft; ~oaposed 1:11° realf)\y of· suoh sections, and s.n integrttion 

STD, vol. 1, Bk. l, o~. II, pp. 66-8 
.., 
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of, suob seotions does not __ repreaent the history of _the world, 
,••'' . 

aino• the world would ne•dJ,o bt recreated at every aount; in 

other words, we have not ~•n Tiae seriously. 

4 illustrates tu• ditferenoe between a perspeotive snd 
' . 

a seot1on by piotorial illustrations. The first is that" at. an, 
. " ; ~ 

•o•nt ot & •n•a histor1i,lti1 body is a _perspeo_tive at that instant 

ot his whole life_, •• it q_onaista of oells at all degNes of 
. ., 

aaturitJ ••• hta apaoe 1s,,t>f different dates of 1111,turity. We aight, 
. . 

on the one hand, think ofJ\1s spaoe as oooupied with oells ot the 
. } .\_ 

,ue uturity, and we shf._\4 have the saae spaoe, and it would all 

N ot the s&111 dat,, but fl would not be the aan' s body as 1 t ~is at 
t ~ ... \ , 

w moment whatever, but a selection fro• various stage• of his 
' ,' - ' ' ,.· 

history." The second ill~•tration is that .ot a seation of a tr••• 
. .,y . .1 

for the oarpent.er tbe oo~~trio rings are silllll t•ous . : this is 
1¥p';\;,w,, ' . 

\O look at it as an artitti'\al section. For the botanist they are ... . ~ . 

.of different dates. carr~~ with thea the history ot tne tre,. 

.· fbua a perspeotive 1.s ~ ~it9rioal phase of the prooess of nature, 
. '. ,,_,.,., ' . 

ordered with reference t\)°• event as oent.i;e, and 1ntegfat1rlf 

into the perspective a.1\~,h•r events whioh are in sou wa,, related 

t,o tbe event froa whioh t98_perspeotive is developed. 20 
;. : .... '. .,, 

A. ~rspeot.1ve \~• oonta1ns ditterent dates. It_ we .... · ,,. 
1llu~trate this bJ winw. the point of reterenoe a human peroipient, 

~ u:, •~ that. Spaoe at Hg ••nt is tull ot aeaory and expe~tation, 
.. :., .. , a, tor exaaple, in our''',-pprebension ot Sirius and its plaoe.in 

.. the skf, b7 Mans of the U,&bt from it whioh reaohes the eye some 
k ~k 

" I years after the event, :~t I see is an .event. which llagpened 9 years 

ago at the plaoe where I _.,._ 1 t. In the sue way I apprehend,, in 
, . lf,,-1.., 

\Mginatiol\ a later eventrjf11ob 1n reterenoe to now is future: .. 9 

~rffarl benoe I 111&1 apprehe~_,what is taking plaoe at Sirius at this 
. .... . •·)).',': 

., pent it Sirius now exi1ij,. The same thi~ applies to Bllf sense 
I•, :,:;•:· -,'.· . ; ' , 

t ~roeption. · For Spaoe as ftPprehended through the senses is not 
" ~; . 

STD, vol. l, Bk. l, --• II, PP• 68-9 ,. 
•'.\.. 'f 
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18. 

-•~i-esent.c,4 to ua as sillllltaneoua; what we see is anterior to our act 

of sensing it, 'because ot the tin it takes tbe physioal event to 

iti111U.late · our organs. And ditt•rent points ot spaoe are at v•rr 
~ 

different. dista.no·es froa the ♦Jt, and the light· reaehes it trom thea 

1.n different· tiaes, howe'f!ii' slight the ditterenoe ot distsnoe troa 
1·the •18 •1 be~ ~ tberitort: distant points must in general have 

'tboui-red earlier t,~ \be~r' ones, in order that my acts of seeing 
p . ':},~-

\be various sets raay ooo~ at the same momenta. 

A. st.reases·tbe ·tao1t .that a perspeot.ive trom Ml inat&nt 
1tif •time and one fro• a point ot space are different penpeetives, , 

.iid cannot be cabined into a single perapeotive. A perspective 

}fnlr an instant gives us a·:p1oture of Space; a perspeetive ,fro• a 

'point gives us a piatUl'e ot 1.1.'ime. But Spaoe-Tilie oonsidered in 

'Nferenoe to a point-inatarit, tro11 the point ot view bot.b or the 
¢· . . : . , 

-p:tint and the· instant· is ndthing but Space-fi•e. 1\'he mere taot 
I . 

l.bat eaoh perspeotlve is fro• the beginning a aeleotion from a 

~olt, ad<f not 8 oonatruot!on by the oenti-e to whioh it is referred, 

'
1 ff, enough to :show that ;thtf·perspeotives &N 1n their own natUPe 

~ted,· and need no oab1d!ng hand. rt is in this sense that the 

~le ot Spaoe-'l'hte ts the 1ynttie11s of partial spaoe-ttm&a or 

l\,erspeotives. ,.- 21 'lhl.lS to s,iy th&t "total Spaoe-'1'tae is a synthesis 

: \tr &ll perspectives" is oaly another way of saying tb.at, tne 
~t-apeotives are real perspeot,1ves of it or are itsbtst,orioal 

t \;l\&NS'•• \·;;; 

0n
s1 There are ua, uureating pointa 1n A.' a disausaion ot 

·• ~paoe-Tiae" 'and· perapeot!ves that we havd had to oait, altogether 

~o• our discussion in t.blt oh&pter. But, it lllltlt be reU11bered_th&t 

,, • ·a1a · 1s to point out the aet.aphysiosl b&okground { er part of 1 t, 

, fat any ~ate, sinoe otber parts, tbough perbaps less tunduentally 

·, <&portant parts, will be desoribed in the following tout' ohap\ers) • 

. tftj ·1.. 1 I csonoepti ori of the "'hiato~iot ty ot things 1 • and I think we 

~ ~• done ttlfa adttquatt11 encugh · f~ our purposes. 

. It\;d,, P• 80 
+-
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(v) 2PW9lcl, 
~ ,,_:;,; 

In oonolµding ~bis ohapter I should like to indicate 

shortly some ot the aore· iaportant oritioisu that oould be urged 
- ·,., 

against the metaphysical dootrines expounded thus tar:-
,.. ·, 

.frtl) Wben A. talks ot th~ ,.~onoeption of t.he growth in Tiae, the 

history ot the universe,~~ being very near to our "ooaon notions 

ot a growing world", 22 wli0°'i1 the r\re" to ~hoa he here refers? It 
~t ',, 

we refleot on this, we sh&ll .JMt& that this is perhaps the weakest 
' ··•. ' 

point in his philosophy, naaely •. ·his l.lnoritioe.l. aooeptanoe ot the 
;., .<. ,,., , :. . ~ 

linet,eenth-Oentury assumption ot ."gnwth"•~ This assumption seems 

tor A. 1nt1matel1 bO\lnd up~:with '\he ~ist~ioitJ ot things". 23 

But, •• .1111at ask ourselves the questioni , is lot.ion; that is, the 

bist~rioal reality Space-Time, neoesse.rily ffgrowtb" or "PJ!ogress"? 
m . ~ .. ,. 

lhere seems no reason wby it should be. This oriticisa 11 

tundaaent.al and I ahall refer io it again in the oourae of the thesis. 

(2} But. then What of tbe'ftot1on of the one Motion itself? Ia that 
' entirely tree tro.11 or1t1ofa'l lotion tor- A., as we have aeen, does 

not iapl1 aoaething that aovea; it is anterior to things and is the 

■tuft out of whioh they are made. We leave aside t.ne question 

mether this ia not aere11 ara illegitimate &bstraotion to• 
aontidered in ohapt,eia two • . ~ But in asking us ie take pure aottons 

I'. . u tuaduental and to analpe spaoe and ti• out. ot the•• A., 1 t. 

,; should be pointed out, taruting us to rtverse our nornl. prooedure; 

I \he omtl at proof t.tten teata on hi•• But has be disoharged this 
', 
I tnt11t Ia there any llt9td)Y ·fOP us to regard Spa.oe-Time as a 
i 

•matrix" and to give ap &Ir oouon-1ense relat.ioMl 11iewT It,theN 

· 11, ttaea·A. bas not deaona\l'ated 1\; all that he has done la to 

. adopt. -tb• 4118 bJpotbeaia atJler than tho other• as I ha11e pointed 

eut in., exposttiea. 
(!) Alld ,again, ia A. hiiielt qait,e olear u to tbe oonaeption et 

,,: this one lotion out ot •h-th Spaoe and Tiae are to be &nalJltdf 
! ' . 

!be atltiplioity of expre•~toraa he uaea to describe tt, •••• to 

22. 
',115:', 
'-'·' ';, . 

"':.i.·t,,• 

··,J· 

Ibid,.. Ch. 1. P• 63. 

Cf. exaaplea A. uses to represent nper·speotive" on P• 17 ot 
thesis. 
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' ' . ; : ·\ t .,.;-- : ' 
suggest that A.·11 not oliar·wbat exaotl7 he aeans by the one 
lot.ion. 24 · But. it A. adafttied any obsour1 t7 at al 1 1n these 

expr~ssiona, ht{ woui'd proo.~bly assign it to the tact that we. a.re 
'~ '.. : - . . . .. ~ . ' ,.,..,, .:,.- ' 

unaoou'stoaed to 'regard 1otlon 1n't.h1s light: we are simply not 

used to, desor'ibirig 1 t pro;'r11. 
{4) ,, r''tind A. ''.s oortoeptton ot the "'point-instant" very difficult 

to understand. Despite A·.t, protestations, I still cannot see how 

an "intellectual oonstruot1on" ian be as real as A. wants the 
"point-instanttt to ·be~ 'There: 1s surely a world.of d1tferenoe between 

an ttintelleotual oanstruot.1on" like a 11po1nt.:,;;1nstant" and the sort 
ot "1ntelleotuai· oonst.ruot{c,nt• ·1nvolved tn the eleaent· of 1nter

pretat16.n lfhiob must
1 ;neoe•aar1ly inhere .b even in the simplest 

objects of our experience~ How oan A. o~mpare the two? 2S . 
(¥1) . Ng\1 on 1,rrtaltl ..2£ ,\a\llQJ:ttl\iQJh 

.In ta• first par.agraph of HT, A. m,ntiona. e. po$1ible 

•J•o~ioii-to Ulo not.ion ,of. Spe.oe-:r1-.. He S&JS1 "It might be UPged 
,, . . . , \ 

\bat inqn a\1 things are in time, the universe itself is not. As 

. a whole it. ta \iulesa; ~- 11 111 it, and n.ot it 111 time.'' 'l·o 

\llia .obje9t,ioa A. 1uedi~~•ly replies, "I nave .not s~ooeeded in 

w.adt,,t.aading .t..hia pl••• , It. ~plies a complet•d or, bounded , 

wve,,e, I! t.tle tm1wrae::~s tilleful bow should it not ~lw~s be . . ' . 

~ring? 'lNe, t.1- -,t~v• nei ~hor beginning nor end• may be 
• ,endl,•a• st.Jti•• but. tht,;_,!triag gqes on in an endless motion like 

t:,_ t.1•volving:bf.ncl 01' aa taoalator." 
i\1 

·· l find A's fepl,J;
1
fiill aore ditflaijli to underst,and ,than 

"• que1ti<m to wn1ah. hef>iM ftplJing., I nave found tbis or1t1o1sm, 

M• , 1'1w1.Ct~.~l.lPP•• ptu-aaea .• t, raadom~. be S"1S "Spaoe and T1mo 
' are in iheir indissolublt union the ultimate ;e~ls in their 

, ·, 1lacle1t. arui lcawes~ .to-" , Spaot-Time ,1a the primary reJl\ty" 
~he,owest ot all stages", the bare elements of the world, tie 

· 14Qlv,ra1 1~ 1ta Pr1~91~1al (trt1" • OQ the qt.her hand, 1r is the 
"exijeriential absolute l the totality ot all subst&noes, it 
is ·. all e_ xistenoe ~ a l"substanoe" ~ tbe "al~-e•bpoing stutr~. 

··Atl .. ,rt. stents are· :eoes o_ r_ Spaoe-1ime,_. or bits t or "modes 
fl: "aMgitiot\ttna" pi·. f ~t,-'.l'l-,. Or, tn,y are .J\ls _ so ~ 
~pa1e-tiu,• , < :· ~- , . 

1-U. Ct. P• 12 ot th.Iii,~. 
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( or at any rste, a siailar one) in only one oritio, Edmond Holaes, 25 ,,,, 

who puts it. this way: - •wt1'are met e.t the outset by an obstacle 

Wh1oh o&nnot be sunounted~' We oan think of t1me as succession in 

spaoe • . : And " oan tbink ~ 'spaoe as ·enduring through t1m. But 

•• oannot tbint of Spaoe-Tlme as either in space or in time. A 

ao.mpound 1rht-eb is preauab1y indissoluble, and wh1oh 1s presented 

,to us ~ all-embracing, o~nnot hg,ve its being within one of its 

own oom.ponent parts. Can an ~pple-dWllpling, in its indissoluble 

unity, get iA.etde its own· cn•ust? Cao Spaoe-Ti,-, in 1t.l 
. ·~ 

indissoluble unit7•· have 1oo3t1on in space Of aovement in tiat? 

ilow it tbls is ·tbe ·objeotion which A. 1s trying to answer, 

t.hen surely be is going to unneoeaaary trouble in answering it; tor 

it seems to be a matter of words. tr one ohooses to f4ean by beirl6 

"in time" only the me.nner in whioh points m.~1 be an.id to be in .time, 

or the 118llner in wh1oh instants Mt be said to be "in Ttnte", ·,hen 

it is obvious th9t .:rspeoe..jTime'' oan be "in t1:me'' ( or *'in Time") in 

neither of these two sensas. And Holmes would be so r~r .right in 

his objection. 

But from A. 1 s reply it seem.s, rather, that. what was worry

ing hi.ul here again was the problem ot perspectives (whioh allow tor 

oontinuity) and sections (which do not). It see11ed to hi• that the 

objection to the universe as a whole being in time (whatever thst 

aeant) 1'1mpl ied a. bounded uni verse". or a un1 verse that was not in 

the process ot becoming, but was given complete and merely 

recreated from instant to instant. Thus he retorts "If the universe 

is t1metul, how should it not always be oo6urringe" 27; in other 

words, if you seriously want to •1nta1n that ti,ne is re~l, then 

aurely you must say the univern is always ooourr1ng, i.e., is 

oontinuously recurring, and dOtiS not heve to be created anew every 

instant. And he goes on •true, time may have neithtir beginning nor 
may be an endless string, but the string goes on in an endless 

In his art1,ole "a Critique ot the New Realism as expounded by s. Alexander, Hibbert Journal, vol. XXVIII, Oot. 1929, p. 55. 

A senttnoe wh1oh1 I am not ashamed to say, took me S months 
to understand, it 1 ~ understand it now. 

" 
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aotion, like a revolviD& be.nd OP an esoalator"; 1n other words, 
,<· ._.,,. • 

you are perteotly oorreot in saying that the universe is not 

"in ti•". it by .uu,\ you aean t,bat 1 t is not bound by time, is 
• >s • ' •~ • •A:::...·•, ~ • ,., • 

in raot "endless". Hut you most not torget that though endless, 

it carries on in an endleafl· ··•otion, is oonttnuo~s, like a 

nvolving band. In that sense it is 111n time"'. 28 

28. 

; 
), 

-,_,~ . 

,',\ ;,,.-, 

i.1·. 

~ ' 

1 

It sh~1ld be understood that I otter this la.st comment not 
Qa a or1tio1aia ot At• J~1.1t, aa aa att.empt. at an interpretation or what I have founa to be a di'!f'ioult passage. The 
taterprt1t.at.1on I have ottered. above ••••s to a, Q}auaible1 and roan bsok it ~P with a passage elsewhere (STDl vol. i., 
Bk. l, c~. II, p, 66) wtaere A. :ta.Ys aometbing s\m.1 ar. 
TbereL however, he speaks not or the universel (SPf:\Oe-Time) 
out, er 3paoe. Tile wakness of the in\erpr•l,3 ion ia t..bat \t dots not explain what A. meA.ns by imply in tho phrase, 

it. 1mQ11if a oomplated or oou{lded 1.tniverse": for it iAY 
interpr,ta1on is right, then 1t must be understood to mean 
aertly 'tlle·ex~r~ss1on t.llougn all \h1ng1 are in t,ime tile 
universe itself ia_.· not' gan moan a iompl_efsed_, eto , But I 
nave an 1~ea \tn~t _; .. i .111e~ns mor, bl"" imply·· tiere. \Of, in 
addition ~Tn, vol. • BK. IT, Ch.~, p. M2 



i · i , . \ .: . V "· L ~- '. • t f\ C [ J r Ji 

1, :,} :~t ; (, ·": l.,"· ~ 1 ·'"' l :·,L.? 1'( \J 

j j ~ \>~j ~j l 8J ; ; ; 

1 i k • ·; r· f i ·-> G 1s f1 f 

; .if :(,,,.:,1 J, .. ~ J· 1{"l~1 ") JJ 

• \"::r-t 

, .li ,fi 1 - ! ' ...... ,.,.,. 
~.l ),. ;l · t ,.. 

;' 
\.. 

i 
J, "·' 

.t 'C ~·~ ,J\i' ' 

.) £ i ( .! j i ...: 
r 

I t 4 ( Ir --·, 

~ J. i :;r· 
: i' /ij ~ ( _. tY _; 

~ ! 
•• I •' I 

~ ,; ;. 
t~!·' I jl,;,11,,1},_:.' 

j ·.,, ~ 1.,, 

. 

. :::23. 

~~ .·' 

CH6111i TWO i "m sPMeJ?W", 

( 1} . iEWII IM tht St.aUuvx 
; ~.'•F· ' > 

We saw in the Introduot1bn that the "historioity ot 

things~ involved an eaphasis being put on "prooess" or "movement". 
,. : ''' '' ' . ! ' ' '. 

Tbia is no_t aurprisiq, tor movement is inextrioably bound up with 

time, and so to "take Tiu seriously" is to throw an emphasis on 

movement. But, . as we. have . seen in the previous chapter, A.' s 
~ ~.;) . 

~ . ~ 

eaphasis on prooess bas a obaraoteristio whioh distinguishes him 
~ 

troa suoh thinkers as Heraclitus ot old, and Bctrgson 1n our day. 

Aooording to the latter, ohange 1s the stutt ot things, "For 
. . 

Heraclitus, ot whoa Mr. Bergson ls the modern representative, as 

tor the other Ioni~s, ttitre was a stuff in which change oaourred 

~r whioh embodied ohange ..,id it was fire." But,A. argues, "~ 
. -. {< ' , . ; 

oh&nge cannot take the plaoe of fire. On the other hand, bare 
I 

aotion or Spaoe-Time oan, and change 1s an empirical fora ot that 

atutr."·t What A._here ~uses Bergson ot,-is the inadequacy of 
the oo~eption of "change•~· he uintains that "change" ~lways 

. 1apl1es movement and 1a th~a an alteration in something e_lse, 
1• • >'' ~ . ~ 

<;_ ~· L . ~ . 

nauly, movement. Thus "ob&nge" cannot be the stuft ot things, 

wbereaa "aove•nt" is. 

The pr1Jl81'y pro•l•• raised by this emphasis on "movement" 
;,;." ., 

pr, "process" is t,~t, of t~,~ st.at.us ot non-aoving things. AN they 
'· ~ . ''.Jf , < 

1
~o be considered unreal jJllusory! A. ~ala wirth this problem 

j.n passages scattered thril,ghout his works; but everywhere the . 
,1 · ' ' . ~\' '' .·· ' 

c:. aolution turns on the di~llnotion between what is timeless and what 
I. ti '. . . . . . . <.'!T . . 

, i;a tree t'ro11 the lapse of .,time. Thus, tor example, be says, "it 

everything is hist.or1oal ••••• it follows that n oa.n no longer .,, :, . tt, 
·m\erp"t ei~rnti, a8 tia.tl♦S8"9SS. To be out of relation to time 

tan belQng to oo obaraotetcc>t thiags •••• To paaa t.o tbe •\egal 
, ,.. ~ ' •, 

" 1. :i!D, .:,ol. 11; Bk. II, Cha IX, PP• 329-3Q. However A. agrees with 
··,. ,. ffergson tbat ·1·ime 1s _ ~Qt, g1 Jen iofd!her 1 ~hat oonoept would 
A ., •. tail . to take Ti• ae»tQUaly ( b _ P• ~39, • 

., 
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~t, it would a..., be ~,~lli8 of quality, as is 111.&intained by 
\r?.;J'~· ... " 

t.bo.e wbo oontrut the l._eternal with the mundane lite, and 

" ntµ~_ to identitf it, w1t.i~}the everlasting or sempiternal. It 

W<Nl<l be -l;)tt.t.er to avoid i,to&et.her the word eternal, whioh r•ises 

opt.ions ot tiu; but. regJj.,d as a name for that element whioh is 

distinot. froa lapae of t.,.,, eternal aay be applied to the .. _., 

~11t.1es. oolQW' or t.asj.J:.or lite or oonso1ousness, which are the 

,"urd or irreducible or Ullf!l.Pla1nable obaraoters ot things. We 

oanno~ ask •hJ things hav\ ·t.heir qualities, why, tor instanoe, a 
' ,'¢, • 

oertain ooaplexitJ of ohellJ.~al and physical process possesses 'lite. 

ii• aooepti these qualities. In thia sense we may aooept llr._ White-
, •:.. ~ . . 

t· bead' a designation ot thq-,,as eternal objects." 2 
~- ' • ~~','/"1.,,-i.' I 

3 , . .. . .· It is fairl7 ol~~ wbat A. means by the distinction 

peiwoen •~tis tiMless ~ ,mat is independent ot any partioular 

,t,ime, or lapse ot tiu. fa.the tirst oase wbatever we are speaking 
C •• ~ •; s 

,, ~t, has not.hie& to do •~;t>. tiu, is outside it, whereas in the 

, t_.Oond oa;,e • t.be thing is J}P time, but independent ot any 

;. :.,.rt.1oul1,U' t.im.e. In orit.{1:11a it. aight. .be urged that the ditterenoe 
'.>; • '"~." • 

t{lt there 1a a real ditte:r1,1i10,; is a matt,er ot degree; but. as oan 

,_. •••nlroa t.be above-q~,\•d passage• A. insists that it is a 

·. ~terenoe ot kind. . t:;l -· 

&aergenot, i.~, 

A_, sa,a that one.~t the things wbioh oa.n be oalled "eternal" 

"•A~ ine t,7pe of reality ,be ',9all1 "qualities". But wbat is the 

.~ relation between these gu~~ti~s and the one Prooess (Spaoe-Time) 

r,.l,, ,niob they ooour? Her,~,re oo• to one ot the most tund~ntal 

t0pt A.' s d.ootr1nes, the dot~rine of "emergenoe". A. oontess~s . that 

,,pt brought ~1• to this fen~eption was the consideration. of the 

'~ F,O•l•• ot the relat.ion ~~!•en mind and body. 3 He oue to the 

tt . "\,< "' 

. BT, P• 15, ct. also j!D, vol. 1, Bk. II, Gh. VI B, PP• 296-7 
,'1Tbe preterenoe. in qudj,1on depen<ia on the confusion of what is .. 
timeless w th what fa ~1tldependent of any partioalar t,1•, ae all 
universals are." 

~STD, vol. II, Bk. III, p. 5. 
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25. 
·;•'l~-~ ~-

oono 1 uai on that aind 1s • "emergent" from lite. and lite a.n 
--~ ' \ . ~ .·;;' . . . 

•eaergent" from a lower pbtaioo-ohemioal level of exiatenoe. He 
·. . ,• . . . , ._ !~~}, ), ' 

(ook the word "eaergenoe"'trom Lloyd Morgan, who had used 1.t to 
.,_ ' ' . ~'.'it'~~· .. 

i"'.Ml'k the 'novelty which •11\~ possesses, while still stressing that 
:_. -. .. ; · • • , rt 4 

aind remains equivalent t..1ra certain neural oonstellation. 
. .. ' . •tt..;J ·. ' ·, 

For A. this ooniltp\ion of "eaergenoe" was the alue to 
' ' : . . .. . . ..,· '.}(t · ' . . . 

\he relation between the 9'.rious qualities and Spaoe-Time. He 
. -. ~ : . . . ·, ~t.~ ·1 

expresses· this in the forlllla that "Time is the mind of Space", 

whioh means that "Time as~~ whole and its parts bears to Spaoe 

u •,a whole and its corresponding parts a relation analogous to 
f> ~ ' • ~ • • ~ ••• __ ,..: ",i ) ~ 

,,, the relation ot mind to it.i equivalent bodily or nervous basis." 5 

_ Qta.litiea are t.bus seen to:; be the special fora which on eaoh 
~ . 

· auooeasive level ot exist.enoe the mind element assumes. But 
' ' - ls _:, , . 

unlike the body, Space does not exist of its ow right and therefore 
. ,,., .. 

Tiu is not a new·qualit1· whioh emerges troa Spaoe; however the 
:. : '.·. - \. % •. 

analogy between body and a1nd and Spaoe and Time is helpful 
. ' . :· . ' . ·. ·1 () j_. · •. 

beoMtse it expresses the truth tbat in the matrix ot all existenoe, 
··, .' . ,r-',,' ' . 

Spaoe-Time, there is an eleaent Time wbioh performs the saae 

· ftmotion in respeot ot the.' other eleunt Spaoe as mind pertoru 

· in respect ot its bodily ~ture. Alike in this ma.trix and in all 

~. tb1it.e things _there is s~thing ot whioh. on the highest level we 

rtnow ot finite existents, mind ia the counterpart; on the bare level 
f 

'' of ~•-Ti•, it.. --11 Ti•~.'!blla the formula "Time is the mind ot 
,j 

Spaoe" is just anothe~ way ot expressing the relation ot "e•rgenoe", 

and tbe "•ind" eleaent ot ,~hing is the emerging element~ 
' ' . 

When we exaaine the order ot finites with their dis\inot 

eapirioal qualities,•• diaoover that empirioal things are groupings 
,. ,., 

,_I ._ 

, ot Spaoe-Time, that is, o.oaplexes of motions in varioua degrees, of 

e~lexi t7. How do, tbe7 ~~t their quali tie,s? "The facts," s~a 
! ..; • • 

r.A., "oan be desoribed as follows. New orders ot finites ooae into 

:.r..ttinoe in 'l'iui t.h•· world actually or historioally develops trom 
t 

iUa. t1r,,, or. eleaentary oond1t1on of Space-Time, whioh possesses no · · 

? .. 

lb1,,, P• 14. 
', .. : '~ 

l»st., P• 38. t· ... 
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quality except what we agreed to oall the spatio-iemporal quality 
•, ' . . .. , . 

ot mo~ion. But u in the o,ourse of Time new ooaplexity of motions 
, ; .~/ . \::: '· -

ooaes into existenoe, a~• quality eaergea, tha.t is, a new 
. , ·~;_;}/:.· . 

ooaplex possesses as a ~~~•rot observed eapirioal taot a new 
. . ~ . 

or emergent qua11t1 • •• the eurgenoe ot a new quality from any 
, . 1 • ~ •• ' t. i 1.'.>~:: 

level of existence aeans \qat at that level there ooaes into being 
. - ~ •Y· .,,.L" 

a certain aonstellat1on °':;'"oollooation ot the mot.ions belonging . . . . . . . ,~r· 
t,o that level, and poaaeaiing the q_ll&lity appropriate to it, and 

_this aollooation possessea··a new quality distinctive of the higher 
, ~ 

,~ .oomplex. The quality and 
1
the oonstellat.ion to wnioh it belongs 

are at onoe new and expressible without residue in terms ot t~• 
, . t . 

.prooeaa~s proper to. the l••·l from wli1oh theJ eurge." 6 
' \~' . . - .:.· ' . 

Thus the thing which is based on the constellation or 

'a' prooesses has an eurpnt quality B., whose behaviour consists 

~n 'ab' processes; and thQllgh 'ab' processes are also 'a' prooesses, 
: ' •' .·.;.., ' 

t~y are not m.erei, auoh1 , .and are on a ditterent level troa the 
•; • ' ; • 4'e • 

prooesaes which are sutr1,1entl7 distinguished from other torn 
\ ... ' ; . . 

ot existence as being merely 'a' prooesaes. But. we must remember 

\hat the existenoe ot ••~i•nt qualities thus described 1a something 

. · to be noted, under the oo~l•ion ot brute eapirioal taot, or, less 
V . ;- , 

·, tiarshly, to be aooept.ed with the "natural piety" 7 ot tti. 

i~vestigator. It adrdts ?~ expla_nation. 

,(111) · 'lbt orai: ot Qgallttes, 

The qualities eaerge in a serial order, Jo that. the 
't : . 
~ ' 

ear_l_ier pre-condition the ;Q<aou.rrenoe of tl}e later. What this 
• ' . . . 1'.l,'r~: . 

!rder 1~, A. oonoeives t~~" the business ot the soien~ist and not 
,,f'.ot the philosopher to e~Qe. 8 Bu.t A. ventures a ro\.\ib 
,;·,":. ,· . .,iJ 

olusitioation; the dittere1;1t 1,vels of existence which are aoat 
•. i"',· . . , , - ~ . xii - . . • 

p.bvioualy d1at1nguishable¥r motions, matt.er as physioal (or 

~ohanio-.1), matter with •oondary qualities, lite, and llind. He 
;~,i: ·' 
-,~ 

&. nli• • PP• 45-6 • 
,: . r-. · Ct. ohapter tour ot J:he thesis. 

· §·:· STP., vol. Ilt Bl{ III: Ch. II Bl P• 52, "It is not indeed the 
... bualneaa ot the ph loaoi>ber,nbut hat ot the man ot aoienoe, to 

, . traoe the history ot tblngs. Ct. also Iq1~0 P• 61. . 
i;' " ' ~,,'.\_ .'Jo 

"\ 

'j 
·~ 

~~ 

j 
i 
j 
l 

i 
{ 



i 

i :\:, . , , .) :)L <:J ',! J 1 f !'11; ,, 

I • • r: ) h. • i C f J (' ir j ( 

,}i t ·,Df~ ·.-7 .J : CJ~:[ ,C:.;• 

, . 
l ,.i J ·J ..,,,,,. ul,(h• ;,c; f 0 

.i l -. ... • \,J.i:' L ;l.'1 .. · ·1t 

r f 

_-. 

\ ... t.i• .. 

\tU 

f"i( 
L· 

,,_J 

)L i·. f(:/\i~.tf 

' . 
.l. .:, .,j ><·~ ~ ... it! 1 J ~1JC) t· 

1 c , \ • ._; : ,) ! l ..1 ! ; j 

:.·,,. ~.r:·: }riJ 

df; • •• j ·co 

.. 

1 ~-> .• ' ! :) ~- • .. 1!: f 

f.,{ 

f i 1- ·1 : < ...:·t)f''-iC_ 

.··(·; ·:;r,. ~)r fdr.' 1-:.t 

l 
:1 ..:?: :i L.~' 

-f: f ; .,.:~1 .. ~: :!~-. ~-:.:-. ;:{)(: 'f(i 

J ,,) l; J ~): :.- i i '._4 _} l: ! , \ · i' 

_; : · 1 ~). ~ ., ; f , J ~-. i: . J C, ( .· .J .? .i i .; 

• .,i "' ti. I ' ' t •. \_,• C 

; ,., -. . } :._ •_: { t 'I' · .. /'l/~f~ 

\. i • ! '· J f 

. . . 
{Jr .. :~'-/~ f 

• I . Jlfi' ·-----~ JlJ) ---~ ..,..,._.,,_,.. 

·J' . 

. : L: Jf)( 

·.,,' 
,i1 

' 1'. 

,'.:i ·i ~ 

i~C·O·••.◄• )·li ~ 1 .·~ i J ~ 

I • t •:_ r ·1 :.1C l\: 

·l. ·-:: : C· l J tll :;j! i J 'i (: 

- · ~ J ·; ·1 _: r 1
.~' / ; ; i ~ r" ~ .! '. r fl< { ,,-,. 

' -

~ l -~ ... ;.· .. .I. j •. ,. ,,_;,:;;c, 

1·1 .;), 11 

. ·- ,.J d <Ii1 • r r:-,f: 1,. ·; f.; i)i:1 

. . ), " . . t • t I-~:'J~ 

.'.: f .. .. ·lJ.(! ,,;,;· ::,r,r, .... "\' 

r \ , : . " 
~..1-~ t • J..-1V ,• :,; .t.J 
.. ~-~;_· .) 1.' ~:r,~Jf'J;,~L:r{ 

L ' . ,.; 't' l(, J. i i1 Jfl ;' i J 

2,. 

regiat•r• a doubt., however, as to whether matter with. its etmlioal 

properties 1• not a distinot level trODt physical matter; and 

again. he 1a by no aet'ans ol1tar that matt.er is the next leYel to 

qttalityless motion, tor tN dissolution of the &toa into tta 

eleaents ln the electron tt\eort shows physioal matter to be 

fmmenael7 ooaplioated, and ft ts ttttretore probable that there 

are levels:intervening bet••n motion and physical matter. 9 

flma a qualit1 is nmething empirical, whioh in every oa.se but 

that 'ot motion is seen to·· eaerge trODt a lt•el ot existenoe lower 

than itselfl and as to motion, it is to be desoribed indif.fere~ly 

u empirioal or oategorlal, 10 tor it is the meeting-point ot the 

two. Kind is the last eapi.r-1.oal quslit1 of finites that we know 

(1triotl1 speaking}., 

It •hould be noticed tbat in his enuuration ot the 

different levels of qualities, A. distinguishes between Mtter u 

pbytio.al or mectumioal, d4 matter with seoonda.ry qualities. Thus, 

be retatns·the distinotton-between p:rim&ry and seoondlU'y c,ualities 

clra.wn b7 the olasaical ex~onenta of what Whitehead has oalled the 

9bitttroation theory" ot n«ture, slthough he expresses it in a" 

wetly different fora. Tat difficulty ot aocountin: properly tor 

•aeoondary1 q~alitles has been acute tor all who ha•• held in sn, 

ton thi•;•aeohanioal" viiw,ot natttN whio~ hM been prevalent 

uong philospber1 and so1tht1sts troa the time of (}slileo snd 

haaartea to the pr11eat. ;, '"!he essence of the meohanic,al view is 

,,_ tilt UIWlption that auoh QOn-qualitative fsotors as local motion, 

joattion, 11&81 Md energ lll'e &lone opent..1ve in determining the 
t ' . 

oturae of eventi in the~ioal world. It followed the.t these 

ltoonc1a11• qualities eitnlr bad no pbyaioal 1xiste~o• or that they 

iwrt somehow derived froa'er produoed by suoh non-que.lita\ive faotors. 
. . 

ftt aeoond &lternative aeeaed 1aposa1~1• to \he olassiaal exponents, 

' ,,. the7 tell baok on the t~rst alternative ~nd denied that 

r :.-oondary" qualities reallJ belong to physical objuots; they are 
,. i •. , . ,. 

" 
t; e,roe1ved as qualit1,1ng the pbJsioal object.a, but the peroeption is 
't'- . ' 

f , • C 

1)1141.i PP• 52 .. 3. ,,, t 

10. The oategories will be treated of in Ch. Five of thesis. 
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illusory. All that exists in the objeot is the power to produce 

auoh illusory ideas in us. 

low A. att.empt.SiM solve tht problea by aaintainiQI t,be 

aeoond alt.ernat.ive, nauly. ihat "aeooadary" .qual.1t,1es are soubow 

de.rived fro• or produ.oed 1)y auob non-qualitative faotors. For llia 

t.be· aeooad&rJ qQlittes Qf,aatt.tr IIWlt. be regarded as belonging to 

\be \bing itself. 11 It..tla.no barder to tniok of a as.t,er1al prooesa 

earr,tng .the qualit., of oorlour, tor eXUple, than it is to t.hink of 

aaeural prooeaa as oa.rr,tng tbe qualtt.7 of aind 12; indeed there 

la ao•tbing Wlint.elligi~l• in -the idea that ou\ ot bet.erogerMtoua 

Mt.erial the aio.d OOllld.tu,ioaie & oolour or taste or amell. 13 

M.oreover A. aainta1na that the "aeoondary'' qualities are 

_,gent troa \heir aaterial b"4ia inexaotly the same way as mind 

lt ••raent fro• 1\a new-al, ba.sie; the aeoondary quality is tbe 

~Jd.att" ot it.a priu.rJ Slloitvat.e. As belonging tot.he thing itself, 

t\ U1 retleotivelJ be regarded as oorresponding tl oertain 

dlawrbaaa••• of wbqt.ever "&ind, in or aaongst the •terial partioles, 

11hioh diaturbanoea are then notified to 0\11' senses by certain 

..._nts or tne media, ••:.that we apprehend the quality. And t.he 

q11&11t, ia peraaaeat in t,ne sense t.bat it. is in its priMPJ 
dlttend.nationa a11oll as toit,ak.e on the aeoondary quality given the 

right oondit.1ona (a oolour:.•itb the inoideno• ot light tor exaaple). 

A. also ntera-eOHtiaes to the distinction between the 

eapirioal modes of pervasive (or "oategOJ.'ial") teat.w-ea, and t.be 

•rgent,. qua11t.1u as a d1at.inotion between "priary" and "seoondary" 

q1alities. 14 but n Jlll8\: ie oantul noti t.o-aoatun t.his distinotion 

·: fttb t,be distinotioa betaen the "priaarJ" and "seoondar7" qualities 

If Bi\V, Fer 1.a th1a new senn, ,.seoondar1" quality refers aot 

llllJ to tbe tradit.ional seoondary qualities of matter, but also to 

i Mlh qualities as ltfe ~d ,JI.ind (and even deity}. 

, l11 ... STD, vol. II, Bk. IIJ, Cb. V, P• 138. 

JI. lbid. P• 138; .. alao Il>id. P•P• 142. 

', .. 
J.I 

Ibid., p4 139. 

sm~ vel 1, Bk. II, Cb. 1, pp. 18~6; also ~ •• vol Ir, ,,Bk.!tI, 
Cb. II B, pp.- 55-6. .., 
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(tv) N\su, • 

'.Wt 11aJ wiah. t.o Mk ,. why t,be qua11 ties atJpqld .e11erge 

fro• Spaoe~Tiu, bot A. regarda taia as an unanaw•rable question. 
'!fbat 11 not, ay bfiainesa";;'.-;lle deolaras, "aad furt,her I den·' t, IH 

bow it. oaa ·bt anybodJ'•-- butnesa, -except ib note the taota and be 

gratef11l t.o tbeaj or at. liut. put, up wttb the•• Many are quite 

tontent t.o •a, lt 11 God'• doing. I do not use their language, 

beoa11se I t.bink it uuoiek1t1o, wt I agree with tbe spirit. of 
it.". 15 llaewbert ti. oa11,-it.t1is uoexplaiaable tendeno7 t,o eurge 

-·- . tbe 1o.1aua" • Re already' UNI the word ill STD 16, but bl only 

dtYelopa tbe oonoeption fully later in his ea1a7 "Spioo&a'aftd" 

ft•" 1?, where he Ngards'tt u an iapnvement upon Sptooza's 
•oonaiu18 • Tbe nt.aua is no\ an effort ot tbe worlj to gc beyond 

ttaelt, (tor•• oaonot tbink ot 8A infinite stutt widening it• 

1ia1ta, else it. would not bt infinite); but. it. goes beyond it.self 

enl1 be effeot.ing frtah 4latr1tut1ona of its motions into new 

eoaplexes ot taotion. Tbta: •n1au1" . or ettort. ot the world aa a 

•bole 1• felt by \be lndivtdual fora in whioh it nu reaulted, and 

btnee, ou\ of t.beae tor■lf;Out, of one level int.he hierarahy of 

levels ot exiat.enoe, a •••' level of- exiatenoe ia evolved. '.i-'bus 

t.bt "niaua1 of the world 18·& whole is refleot.ed in the·tranatormation 

tf · typea whieb tt.ke plu•· 0111, of lower to higher levela. 

"Moreowr tbe ldaua of thl •bole is shared at any aoraent 

'J eveP7tbing wiUdn it, t.hougb it ts only in tbon things from 

•bi•b a new level nbt, 79t,;~.,t,1,a.ined ia t.o p.rooeed that 11, 1, palpable. 

Llt• bu t.een evolved aacl bu been euodied in finite living thinga; 

Ind mind in sentient tbiIO. -me nisu.s would •••• to have done its 

•rt ao tar u t.be &t.taimatnt of lite or aind is oonoerned. Yet 

jtili material and living ... things are oaught in t.he nisus, in virtue 
l 
$)f whiob tb87 sustain the level above them, without which that level 
. i ·- '. 

, •. "Sou lxplanations",-MIBI, vol. XXX, 1921, P• 410. 

ta. Ct. STD, Vol. II, Bk, IV, Ch. I, "There is a nisua in Spaoe-
•·· Ti• which, aa it has borne its creatures forward through matter 
.::, . and lit• t.o m.ing, will bear them forward to some higher level of 

existenoe (p • .)46); also P• 348. 

17. "Spi9oza and Time", reprinted in "Philosophioal and Literary 
Pieoea. 

' 



)i 
~ .... ~ 

~ ~_;,,L.,.,_\~~ V l) ' 

J :"; !., r if- \: ! 1 ~ : 

L 4 ~., t··· r.- ;o:i,., ·r·'q, • t J. "'-

-.: l t 
·")/. f' r· L 

. .,,, ;, 
.J \ l : J .1 ··r1 ,~ 

•.~i i t..k ~ ·• ; ' ' i::' · t· •f ··r1.·4 i: · i ... ·:t ;. J -- 11-,'.: 1 

~ • , "'·) r - ·I-~ ~ '; • ,J ' - "':t ~ ·' J.. '• '-' c: 

~ \ I C J r ,:- r .· L · _, i l ~· 0 

J;: .. ~~:.)L .. .t jf _!·.f:tf1J 1 ,;:L~•f,x:J 

::_ t~ ~)1·f .Y~i J(.,;r, ✓ .. ~:J-.{ ·- • !' J ! 

};"·~!.'. t_; ;t1 l. • :,, J : l,. . J:1 j 

{ .. ri.- ... r:t. J { ··~:)t:, r· .. j j ( • 

h • .t 

.. r ) :.;, 'ft 
i • ·_! . 1 ,i, 

t 

J' i: :£>' ., Ll:J7 ;'f{( UH 

·:c >•1 , .. ! i ·,\ 
·1r •.. ~, 1 1 t .\. .;. ~.-'\ . ..;, • 

I • j 

: , ... 
,;. J,, . 

r . : , .. ~ r: f· 
'" 

~ .. 

1.,.) 

r[ 

lo ',~1:~1·t·r .:}, v!> r!:'\:-~ 

;,S: }J,,;;1,.-0 

r, ::;f r;t1
·::/ 

;; :· <. 1··· 'r:-;· ,..:.:iJ ·tr· ]ii(' t;;f}f12'fi 

: ~ ~: 1 . n· ,,,,, r r i ,"':;\, f.t.- f ·c~".h.,l r 
( 1 ., , ;, . ,,.; . .J if' t. •. • \. ,.., ·• \ • . .- V ,_'J J. 

: "iC t-,'i j 
,r 1~ • ~\ I 

L' ' :_t;;:. :;·:" vtU 

•r. "r ,,.,.. r. -- .... - .-. t . 1n 
' • ), ' ·,J •• -'- ' J" . • ~t Jc:,.,. ·~ ,,. > -i 

'.J.. ,\'( j 1(' -

i , t ; ••. , ' ·r· .... " ~ .. . 
· -' t , -~ ; , .f •, ,; . , , 1, J ·1 ,\i '; ;,:d 

J ,.: :i: / t :'~ ! ·~~~ ·,i 1 ;,1, f~O f ~/li 

;.',. .r .~ \, '\' ','.l' i ~,; ,•-. ,j •i J 'oi J ~ 

• '~ ... , lL,.J 1 i 1• t~:r;} iJ h11,..~. 

)t:~>::ii.t·.~~1J}:\ ,;,• ~ ':t· .1;1(')1 

. ,: ' 
.• a ~ _,, 

-·,j 1 Js,~· i:DJ,. {f_; 

f: j V .. :·JrL: d(' f r1.~ 'l~ 

t ~ J, :'1 .,; • ~ J 
(;; 

( ¥ •. ;), ' t t • : ', t .; ;'s,,: '. ~ .. ,. '.. 
;,·1r· -- • ,.1 >1,~ "" 

•., l t ·:;, -.:1:.:i;.;:J ... -
' ; • 

• ,:J.r 

> • l-. , 

ii.I; ~ nt,. :.,.:t.;:J _,L .. • ··, ~ 

• t"; :1:)'· ... ;"'' 

30. 

would disappear,. and tbi"e,~ou+d ,$brink b$0k to.a lower 1tage. 

~d wi\bin the "•indl" otl"t~ese material or living things 
' Iii! • ' , • ,.. '. -

\)leuelv•• tbe niau.a is fJlt ~s a n11Y1 \owards somet.bing •~'- . . - . 

••ttained, and. they nave,.~b• analogue ot wbat religioa 11 for . '-""- ·-~•- .. 

u. The "aiQd" ot tbt •~• is a dim atr~ving towards lite, whioh 

tor the stone 1a an ~t.it.:tned 1,vel of exiatenee, altbougb we 

,, wbo oome lat,er know tbat. life has taken tbe realised fora of ~. . . ,. . 

finite liviog tb1nga." 18n 
' . . ·' . , .. 

H Tbe .coaoept, ot ."Q11us~ is olos,11 bound up witb A,' s 
oonoept.ion of God, {about wbiob I oan only aa, a few words bere), 

, tor if tbere is in Spaoe-Tl:ae a "nisus" towards the emerpnoe of 
, : ~ 

pew qual1\1es. then tbtre ta no reason to suppose tbat the highest 

.-.11\J •~ know, aind, is \he higbes~ level ot existenot, tor, 

~t.btro is.an empirical Ql.l§litJ whiob is to auooee4 tbe d1at1notive 
\,; . . - ,, ' 

,,pirioal qual1tJ :of 011r level, and tbat new empirical quality is 

dei\y." 19 Dtit,y is \bus the. qual1t7 following on mind wbiob \be 
"". . '1_ J . 

•1verae. is •naa&•d ill brM>&tng to birth, and t.he sentiunt of 
' . ~ ' .' ', ' , '· . 

~11&1on ia that responH t.o thai rdsus 1a the feeling of one-ness 

wltb tbe nexi hi&b,er t1pe ot qualit1 wniGb is to arise out ot ,the .. ~ '.... . . · .. , ' 

~~••l •• or o\her ainds have attained, 20- But what the quality or 
._1,1 _ 1~ ,_we oarmot st.riot\, know, for we can ne1t-her enjoy nor at.ill 

l.111 oont.eaplat.e it. "our, altars are still raised t.o tbe llnknown 
IJ . • ., . . 

God." 21 Tbwl "the historioal oonoeption of things rejeots of 
i , 

Moea1it1 a oreator of the world, while aooepting oreators and 

oreation within tbQ world,.- The world as a whole when viewed 
' . . . .;, .. __, 

~~torioally is selt-oreat.lve ••••• tbe ar.eator is hiuelt ore~ted 

,long with his world. We,.,,1,r-e involved otherwise in all the mystery 
'- . -~ . ' •, ' ~ '} \ . ., 

tf a Qed. who ean tereeee ·\be nlettory of the world, and this, it 

idatorr is history, is selt-oontradiotory." 22 

ao. 
21. 

Ibid,, PP• 381-2. 
·. .; 

STD, vol r1. Bk IV, 'Oh 1, P• 345. 
"Spinoza and Tiu", p. 383. 

STD, vol II, Bk IV, Cb 1, P• 347. 

HT, P• 15. 
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When· deit1 baa been biougbt t.o birth, it is no longer 
' ' • ➔ ;,;~f'- • 

God, but beooaes eabodied in nuaerous finite gods. Nor should it 

be supposed that the emercenoe ot q~l1t1es 1topa atter de1tJ,has 

emerged, tor the 1nisus" never stops. !tut to each level, the "nisus" 
' . ·. . "'l.t' . 

. / towards the next level ts· its God. 

·A.also speaks 6f "tertiary qualities"; these are Beauty, 

Goodness and Truth, the·· t1:fee "values•. The subJeot ot "value" only 

touohes on the notion or.the "n1stor1o1ty ot things" in two 

respeots;- firstly, value ~n onl7 be "eternal" in the sense 

deaoribed at the beginning~ot this chapter; thus it is as eternal 

aa ool~ but, no m.ore so.:23 ·seoondlJ, value is a transterable 

oharaoteristio 24 and in its ubiquitous rorm turns out to be 

aerel7 9 the satistaotion of certain desires on our part" whioh 

oonoeption •hen t.ransterNd to all things, "reveals itself' aa 

· another · side ot U1e boliz1ng onaraoter". 25 The oonoluaion is 
that •There is ~ooording11. on the historioal view, less affinity 

betwen value as a fundamental feature ot things and the human 

values we tl'eat as aaored,thi1n with the elementary idea or valenoy 

as uaed by the ohemista, thePe atoms ot d1tterent oharaoter enter 

irtto ooabinatio·n because eaoh "satisfies" the other. The 

aatistaotion is, as this lxalaple shows, aeleotive. Artot everything 

oompletea the nature of eVIJeything else, but only oertaln things." 26 
-0 

(v~ . ARMIA~lt :;.• 

As at the end.of!~the ls.st ohapter, I should like to end 

ott •1 indioating· · some or:::"{he more importaht weaknesses 1 n A. 's 

a,gtnaent on points disou~d ·1n this ohapter • 

. 23. . HT, P• 16. . ·~ 

14.. Gt• HT, eeetion III1f1'P•· 19-22. 

25. HT, g •. 221, 1. refera'more explicit, lo General Smuts' 
'/ , nholisa 1n nT, p. 20., 

26. HT, P• 22 • 
• '~ , l 
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(1) Broad bas urged 27 that there is no very good reseon tor 

holding as A. does, that 1.t a eom-plex has the quality 'Qn', itten 
it is a.lw&,s & speolal1sed'r,art of it that will pc,ssess the quality. 

Thus 'A. would hold the.t a·ooloured phy•ioal objeot lllUSt OOMilt ot 
speo1&11sed ooloured motions dotted abmit within a oontour gong 

others that e.re meNlf Mifianioal. This J18J be so, but is there 

any good e.rgument in tavov of the pos11billtyt 

To this A. replies s1aply "that 1n plaoe of •aua\' and 

'oould not',•• must read tdo' and 'do not'. It is all a matter 

or f'a.ot and desor1pt1on".:,,2B (Note again the emphasis on the a.otual;. 

. (2) The "emergenoe" theory int.plies e. view e.s to the relation of 

part and whole· according to whloh the whole possesses a aharaoter 

that does not belong to af\y'of the pe.rts. But it •ay be argued 

that •the oharaoter of the whole is limited and oonditioned by the 

nature ot the parts. 'J.'hta,follows from the very meaning of the 

term whole. For a whole \a nothing else than all its parts as 

suoh." 29 

(S) The notion of "emergenoe" involYe1 that &.t the beginning 

there shall have been pure SP3ce-Time without qualities; but this 

(if we number Berltel•y's e.rguaent) is an impossible abstP3otion. 30 

A., however, doe,· not aoeept Berke 1 ey' s argument.. 51 

( 4) Our experienoe teaaluts us that new qual 1 ties e.r11e t.hrough 

lhlMtA tn wbiob the old bease to exist in the transl tion to the 

aew; just as far as there ts novelty, wh&t pre'Vioual.y existed 

vanishes, ••I•• wbctn red 8nd yellow unite to tora orange, the red 

and yell~• as suoh oeaae t>t> exist. But Ule eontl'&ry holds ot 

"eaettgence''. where ~be quality eiaply supervenes &:ld adda itself 

to the prooess tr011 whioh'1ft ia said to emerge; the prooess might 

as· well oodtinue its eoul'M without the qualit.y. "If we supposed 
"'l\tf.•' 

27. "P,rot_. A.' s Gifford· Leotures -It", pp. 144-5. 

28. "some Explanations"~" p. 427. 
. ,- .i·, 

«29. - t'Tne Phil• of. S.A. -II", p. 146. 

so. 1'btl_ s_.Brgsd "The_· Mind and its Plaoe 1n Nature", Kegan P&Ul, 1925, 
p. 649t- 1t snu to:•• to be tapos11ble tol' anything to tu.we 
lU1lI tpat1o-terrporal obaraatuistloa • 

51. , _ Oft STD, vol. II, Bk III. Oh. VI, p 143; and also 1oi4 .. 
on. 1a. p. 61. . 
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33. 

that the original spaoe-tlu prooesa was all that originally 

existed. there is no reason why ~n,thing else whould ever exist., 
: .,-,.1 

It an,t.hlng else does oootir, it is a most misleading use of 

language to say that it eaerges. All that one oan •~Y is that 

onoe it was not and now 1t·1s. But there is no process ot ohange 

or transition through whilfi it oomes to be. In ot~er words there 

is no process or emergenoe~' But wha.t la emergenoe if it is not a 

~ prooesst It oan only be an absolute oreation - a oonoept which 

•• shou1cfleave to the theologians."32 
""!. < 

And oorurtdered ·'8 · a speaiea or causation "·emergence" is • 

.. inadeQuate, because if something ooours under certain oircumstanoea, 

without any reason wh7 it should ooour. there is no reason why it 

should ooour again under similar oiroumstanoes in unobserved 

instances. , 

~S) In our analysis of A.'s distinotion between the primary and 

aeoondary qualities ot 11&\ter, we have shown that Galileo and 

Descartes aooopied the rt,st aliernative, namely, that non-qualitative 

prooeas OOllld not produ.ae quality, and iheJ therefore held that the 

NOOndarJ qualities were illusory, while A. held the seoond 3lternat1ve 

~d msintained that secondary qµallties were rea.1, that non-qualitative 

prooesa tfU:ld preduoe seoondary qualt\lea, and that the war it 

produoecl tbea was by "euigeno•"• But, t,be original distinction 

Ntnen primary and 1eoondar7 qualities of utter is at fault; thia 

distinotion is absurd (tor the reasons whioh Berkeley urged), and 
! 
"against all empirioal exper1enoe. whioh shows qualities everywhere 
' 
.: and never mere extension,· configuration an$! motion. The distinction 

assumes (even if only taoitly; that nothing but what lends itself to 

\he purposes of phJsioal soienoe can be primary. But "there is no 

reason why the limitations or soientifio method should oo1no1de with 

\be limits of real ex1stenoe". 33 

, (6) The word "quality" is used in different senses when we speak ot 

·· life as a qualit.y and redness as a quality. "By saying that a body 

~,2. Stout, "The Phil. of s.A.-II" P• 149. The whole ot 001111ent 
- (4) is summarised troa Stout. 1. oould probably meet all the 

oritloisras involved. an his own gr9unds, 

... 

"1 

Stout, "The Phil. of S.A.-II", P• 149. I must also aoknowle<Jge 
h•}P rroa this quarter tor the essential part ot my anal7ai1 ot . 
A. a distinction between primary and secondary qualities. 

d,j 
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M. 

11 living I ~ust. MIQ that its motions and other ohanges tit into 

·; each other and into ihe enviNMllenti: in eerta1n oharaoteristio ways. 
l 

1 ,n, atat,aent, is &Jl analy,1,s of tts oharaoteristio modes or change. 
'• ' -~-. "~' • ..,·, ~- > ~-:.: , .i. . 

~· BJ saying that a motion ia red, I oertainly do not mean that 1 t is 

a vibration of suoh and sD.oh trequenoy ••• but (it, is the asse,tion 

that a property Wh1ob ls nbt analysable•••• oooupies the same 

iontour as
1
a etert.atn set ot 11otions." 34 Thus 1.t 11 true that 11te 

ban bll·expressed Without remainder in physioo-ohemioal terms, ,~t 

not true in the SW ·serw,f that redness oould be so expressed. 

{7' Prot~ :D. bmet. 35 tbihks that A. oscillates between two not 

altogether reoonollable vfews.· In one view Space-Time is something 

ibaotute, a kind ot subata.noe, 1n which motion siaply aeans the 

rtd1str1bution of spatiar outlines within the whole Spaoe-Ttme. 

1n the other vie• Time stands tor What Whitehead oalla the "advanoe 

into novel tJ"• 
.f 

! must repeat .tbp.t, I otter none ot. the above eou111tmts as 

Vtlid o.rit1o1sms.; I sm merelf tr1tng to illustrate the type of 
,,,., '. ,.· ,. 

,eakneeaf)s that or1tios profess to find in 11.'s argument. 
\'} . \., ' 

~4. Broad,. "Prof. At'" Gl!for~ Lectures - II"._ p. 145.·· However, 
· · I do noi neotssar ly agree with A. and Broaa that lite osn be 

expressed without re.raaloder in ptqs1oo-chem.cal ter·ms. 

~. "Time is the Mind ot Sp1>4e", PHILOSOPHY, vol. XXV, no. 94, 1950. 
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§HAPTIB TN; "FREEDOM", 

, 1.Wlt;v IQ9 Q.lwml,J,J-, 
\<it 

The point• dealt 1'1.tn in this chapter illustrate both 
F~ . 

1.•a emphasis on movement:W"bd on the aotual; however, tor purposes 

;· ot exposition, I shall oo~c,entrate aore partioularly on the 
i• 

_ eapbu11 ·on movement. 
&· 

Given \he 11et.apllt9ioal background expounded in the last 

t,wo oh&.ptera, aooording tf'1rhioh we have a utrix of Motion or 
)· 

'Spaoe-!iiie 1n wti1oh new qlia11t1es emerge, it is obvious that the 

aot.ion of "novelty" wst· play an iaportant part in A.'s philosophy. 

lie pats this ver1 well wheibe sa,s "Novelty la the essence of 

·h11tor11 and so it is of the world ot things. Every event is, 
' . '.~ ) 

~ons1dered strictly, riew;
1 
and there is bi partioular an "emergence" 

;0f novel ebarao.t,wa in tb~. It is not novelty that oalls tor 

explanati~n ao a~bas re;;t1~1on, regularity, uni:ormity." 1 

Every event, then, is new, beoause it is a link in the chain ot 
1 htstorioal world. Eventa have their own partioularising features, 

·•••n tr this is no- more ths1 their plaoe and date; "no mere 

oollb1nat.1on ot universals ·explains individuality." 2 
i 

And, given this ·t.otal h1stor1oal reality, "causality" 

{as we shall see later on; lrleans merely the passage fro• one event 

· ·(enjoyed or oontem.plated 35 to another (enloyed or contemplated'. 
: . . . ·,n .. 

CausalitJ 1a thus ubiquitous, and all that it means is that between 

nrtain event• there is ab intimacy of oonneotion in tact, All 

tbat t,be enquirer into oausal oonneotion does is to establish 

\bla 1ntimaoy ot oonneotion. by excluding the less intimate 

- oohnlotions. 
•:c 

Thus the soientitio rule that "every effect has a cause" 

· l• true 6'ld univeraallJ vaJid; RM\ it, 11 not, at. all 1ncoapat,1blt 

1. BT, P• 16~ :• 

,. ~T,~ •.. vo~, II, Bk. III, en. x, P• 123. 

"•••· I aa aoouat.eaed.io $&J that the mind enjoys itself and 
oonieaplaies lt• obJ1ot.a •. The aet of mind is an 
enjo,-ntl the object is oonteaplated. _" STD, vol I, 
Introdu<,t on, p. 12., 

,: 
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1'U•b ~QI aotaiog Qt 9ov1\Stx., ,!Ialvalid because it is another way of 
; •.• . . . . . . .· l;!< ., 

:,y.pr•~si11& the truth that -~.,, IAliWil tM!s things follow on one 
If, ... 

•other; alld it is oonaiatf.Jl~ with novelty beoa.use novelty is 
. . ' .: ' :11:~ifl•; ' 

-~ .attribute Q( IXltl !DU».,. 
,._,... ~:,,,., ,. ' 

This oonolusion i.,, important beoause it has been oouonly 

\bought th&t t.he oreation ot "new" things is the prerogative of 
. , t. > ', 

. ~tree" aotion, whioh iq ex,apt troa the rule or causality. A. 
';' ', ' . 

~ 

o:njeot,a that,_ view: thus he aust now explain what human treedoa is. 
p~ . ' . 

· t~-.., expla1_n advisedly, bf.a.use A.' s "real istio" or "actual" 

': ~proaoh _does not perait b~ to start ott by saying that human 

+"•doa doe~ ,not exist. 4 )>n the oontrary 1 t does : "Freedom is 

· ,a experieQQt • deterainiaa and 1ndetera1n1sa are theories ••• ". 5 
I: ·, ' . 
-\ A. tiada that determinism is verified by experience, whereas 
-,l 

1ndeterra1n1aa is not verified by experienoe. 
,,. 

Indeterminism and Qboioe, 

A~ r,jeots the theory or 1ndetera1nism aooording to whioh . . 

pn a~t1olil8 are contingent, and for which the tree aot might have 

.. · been different in spite ot ~ts anteceden\s. This t!leory, he argues, 

i_goes not oontor• with the aotual f'aots; it invokes a migh,. or ll1ght. 

1·11~ )?I, b11t. "~e there is nq. 'must.' for soienoe or philosophy, 

, •1 tber is • there a 'a1gh1,'. ~r 'might not. be' ; soienoe has to deal 
·.,. - ' ; ' ·, .. ; 

s:~~b what is, 1Kig~tbe' io:r it, means not variation trora what it 

flt~d•, ~! variation witb1~ limits where not all the oonditions are 

r pon." 6 lloreover, indeterminism involves. the so-called ~ ot 

~ will. But .this, says '!' is a misrepresentation of our 
·· experience ot ohoioe. For. there is no power of ohoosing behind 

t:Ni" oboioo itaelt, "no tre~oa Rt ohoioe but only freedom expe~ienoed 

':cle. ohoioe." 7 · 

i~~ "Ro man,· unless aotion: is oorrupted by aorbid retleotion ·re.is 
;...,_. -aiu•lf a jot, l••• free even though he has oonvinoed himseit I as 
~ ... sou peraona mistfkenly bave1 that the course of things is f1xed .. 
, · onoe and for all. HT, p. ltt. 

J\. Ibit,"• p.18. Of. also Ibid., P• l?, where ~ sqs "everyone 
:111 aeoep a t.be t1rft pa.rt of JVhn,on' s saying, Sir we know we are 
; .,. tree, and there a an end on t, without 21oessar!ly aooepting the 

aeoond part. What does our treedoa mean? 

STD, vol II, Bk. III, Ch. X, p. 330. 7. lbid, 

t 
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", . Thu A.' a ,·-ooAOtp\1011 of onoio• invol vea an erapbaais on 

.-rut.era it. M&na that iii!i•-11. who otlooae, being t.be kind ot 
·..., :• are (1rbeaee • uo•Ll'tlponsibility tor we do.) "It does 

no\ mean that we have treedoa i,Q choose. The freedom lies 1n the 
! . " 

i oboioe ancf·not i.n 'any ·oape.otty behind tbe ohoiol to choose 

differentlt. u .8 .. ; W-,1.'f ,.-~-· ~ 

,·'<" 

__ .Tu -.raorae ...,_.tut. aee.n .that •• un tne to nave 

•aoaen ot.berw1se; all ,it, iiq)liea is that. it we bad ieea diftennt 

• would ilave obeaeA otbemse, a11d we add tl'lst we ought. tao have 

Men clltfeNDt. - . we wiab w• bad been beit.er ••n• tor taen •• 1tould 

lave onoaen betwr~ "R•ora• is t,be awakening of ay t.rlle ehai-aot.er 

Diob bad Jaeea partiall.7 lMil•d into oblirioa. or the 011t.gronh of 

a ·1•-.re pe.rteot. ctbaraot,er &f,t;er the aot whiob tbe new obaraot.er 

~ . . ,,. l 

(111) Whit D1t1m,ini1• Doti Not Kean, 
f9"-i i : .. , 

t: •• btliev•• t,bat., \tw ·t.het>.&'Y of deterainiaa explains our 

•,eritn.ot ot treedoa, blAt llt ..-Jeo.t.a a lll.Ulber of forwalat.ions ot 

. *' .. det.nln1a• •ans. 
l\,doea not Mana pn-arraaged aeoeas1t.y, for "things do 

· Iii -aclllit neoeaa1\f itlt. oaly aot.u.al aoot.trNnoe". lO Tbe only 

.. •••••1\yn that. u,tbing aan it aaid to ONJ ia ~be '1aeoeas1 t.y" of 

'-asat.ien". in .A.•• OD •••• wbere it.. uu.a urel7 the aotual 

\.....,. !PO.II one ·•"'-"" \o u.o.taer. Jtonover, the notion ot a pre

-~ iapl1• & werl4 given at. a •-at as a whole (a • tout 

, . .,_,, _.;0 ·Beqaeo' s phn.SeJ •. ·instead. of * world engaged in ita own 

,,,_., •• , ?t qait.s·Time fNJl·t.lt• world; it does not \ake it seriously. . 
: , Again, .u reaarda_,opoioe, determ.inisrn does not mean that 

1n our oho1oe we know Ot.lrN:lves t.o be deterained or tett.end·bJ our 

'lllllraot.•n oil &At.eoe+t.s ft. Ute . o1rouutllll08a Wlder whiob .. aot, 

:~{ib• sue sense • •• feel t.bat it. 11 we who ohoose. We do not, 

H'l ,· p.17. 
'. ,: . . - ·.;,:' ' ' 

SID,: vol .• It, Bi.. I:tI., C.b. X, P• 331, 

BT, P• 19. 
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tb1Qk about, ,t;bt•:,Mt.t.er at all. We do not feel tbat we 

:;oe tb• ila••• ot our ollar,eters; that is the language not of 

1:aetioa but ot retleatioa up9ntt. 

ftS?digybilitz, 

·rtnally·, det.eratat,m does not uan prediot.abilit.y. Of 

oou.i-11, A. adllits, buaan aetton ia partially predietable; buaan 
' intercourse iapltea it and-:,18 baaed on it. 11 • But we know fro• our 

tm■1n interoourse tbat. there are liaita to predictability. "A 

lkilled ob11ner~ knowing a·person's general bodily condition, the 

lat,eni t.endenoies in bis bodilJ 'make-up' 1 aigbt, ••••• -at.pt, go tar 

,onrda prediotlng a revolu.t.lon in his abaraoter ~nder certain 

1 elreuaatanoe1. Bttt ibe obaerter oould only do so on the basis of 

, PN••nt. knowledge of bWl8D t.endenoiea, ooabtned with tendenoies 

auaested by tbe bodil7 oon41t1on. He oould not foretell soaething 

tai,ide ot the ranee of paai uperienee; though of oourse, after 

tbe event bad happened. be eould ••• the oonneot1on ot the st.range 

tvent with its oonditlona, whioh would then be seen to have 

flettrained 1t.. n 12 

The sue t,biag, 1. argues, applies to predietton in 

Jitb t.be lapse of Tiu, the universe throws up new 

tmaotera wbioh oa.n only be known t,o bia who experienoes th••• 

here an tberefoN lillits to prediotion, and we oan only disoover 

M-Piain tbinp by getting t,be experience ot tbea; in oertain oases 

p,ediotion •ould aeea to be iapo11ible, even on tbe supposition of 
\I 

rt.be ~teat powers at ealoulat,ion; in others, prediotion is possible 

\llaoretioally, ihougb 1apoaa1ble praetioally, beoause ot the 

i,•oaraenesa ot tbe oaloulating instrument. 

Tbus in a world of novel ertation, where new oharaoters 

, taerge, ooeplet.t knowledge,,Jf. ibe present and the put oould not 

i ~prediot, the shape ot the future, though possibly it might prediqt 

Bradl•Y ll&kes the saae point in his 0Ethloal Studiesn (or~· 1st 
essay- Tbe Vulgar Notion 1t Resp0nsibility, P• 16, Second 
Edition). In pneral, •• a view of freedom is very similar to 
that held by Bi-adley. 

STD, vol. II, Bk~ III, Cb. x, P• 324. 
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~3 !bus, A. maintains, 

ratnf.n oan no\ 1aplt "'9dtotabi'.U.\y. And so he is able t,o -- t• easily- ·the arguaent,;,pu\ tonard by so•• philosophers, t.hat 

• the pNtsent, state ot "_. eleot.ron .oauot. be. ooaplat.ely known 

;N .our i)bsel'fttion 'llife1terea wit.h the object observed, the 

.verse O&tlllOt be -eoapl•ttlJ det.♦rainistio. The reply ia simply, 

~ dtttnintea deea~l.,ll1 :1Jl'ld16t.1oa, tlle utt.er ia ii-relevut." 14 

A. also put,s ttlf}peint t,ni1 way: "a 'beiag wbo knew only 
!iictbanioal -and · oheaioal H\ion oet1ld · noi. prediot lite; be must wait, 
f, ttµi 11-f• .-..rpd witb the dourse of Tiae. A being who knew only 

lite oould not prediot mind, though he might predict that oombination 

tt vital ac,ttou wnleb w~atlld." lij And A. repll•• in the saae sort 

r•t:way to \be pNl>l•• of t.U Lapla••8"'a1eulator (about. whiob 

'lhanquet·n.u 1petea in "tndt'llduality and Value", leoture 111), 

iooording to wbioh it ts Ul'ged that a persoa who know• the whole 

f\att ot the t1nlverse at aa, aoMnt oan oaloulate the whole future. 
i. 
tA. replies tbat {\ 11 true~that •gt•en \be oonditioa of the universe 

f'~\ a oertatn nwaber -or inat1,nt1 ·· in t1ru . of Spaee .and !l11e, tbe whole 

,~ tan-be ealeulat.td.ta'~Ura ot Spe.a• and Tiu. But what it. 

. .._11 be like, wb&t. Qtt&litili' it ahall hAVe aoN than •~tial and 

\t■poPal on.a, he oarmet kilew ualeaa be knowa already, or unless be 

:lives to see ••• it he 1• onlJ present. during the nebtilar period, he 

· wtll · ileflr prediet, 1• and •• tbt'>Ugb be •1 pndiot the group of 

lfwlgea'irt·Spaoe and '11.u whioh go by the naaes of you and me••• 
lloept in the-lt•it•d 1eaN°de•orlbed, the bypot.heaia of the oalculator 

\1 absurd •••• Re atandl 1n: tut tor little- aore tl'lan the ~position 

f .. t at &RJ ao•nt. ln the -World'a exist.enoe,.t.he future of the world 
t<lwl.11 be What i\ will bet .,'ff.l& 

Ji.I. 
li' 

i> ·14. 

lit. 
:ia. 

Hor does lt belp'to-identity t,he oaloulat.Jr with Ood. For, 

•w11at.ever deity _,. be, it ta notre11 infinite ■ind, it 

HT, P• 18. 

If, P• 18. 
STD, vel. II, Bk. III, Ch. x, P• 327. 

lb\d,, PP• 328-9. 
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t,b&t. phrat•, baa, an, aeaaiq :itd, aomat.biq td.gbtrfl. 17 Again., . tbe 

talY aeQSt-.1~ -,nloh God eaacprediet. the future, ta that he knows 

~bat .\lle,,t1tttr,e wtll be wlaat it. will be,, In an, oue, on A. 1s 

••~••p\ltn ot .God, \be.re 1.aion, part of the universe that God 
.-aot. p"diot,• ud. ttlat tl1~_ta own future. On tlle other hand, 

·•·t,,tlinQ,.t~t, if ,we ,reprl Ood aa \he. Crea1roP who ftl'tknowa or -

•v•~ pr,~at,1nea bi.a wi~••~•-, then•• are tac,ed with ,.all the 

IQ'S\el'1 of a_ tlo~ whtt-oan f~••• the history of tbe world, and 

\b~•• if t1+~i01'1 is bist.o.ri, ia selt-oontradiotory." 18 ~ 

(v) freedoa, 

i. Taus "4ttenin1s11•: which A., u we have Man, bolds to be 

MM, OOJ'Pef~ ~~eory abou\ the experitnot ot ht.lll&D treedoa, cannot 

..-, eit,t\er ,- pr.e-arraaged llM8Ni1'1, or the feeling ot ourselves to 

.. M fettered.while Q aQt, or prediot.abllitJ. What tnea does· 

•t..faini4.a •aaf .L ;_ 

:tn \'. .- .•, A• ¥iat&iq .tba.\t1-i aeau tb.at, t,he aot1on, t.he ehoioe, 

M· .._t-e-1n•t&. e1 &11 Vle 1ncred1eata, at •&Qlb tb• PJiQgipal Md 
fUlaiye rMl ,iS ;,W: IIM1t!l!l!t ow: gba,raot1r, it aeans that ~h• 

~ ao,:iaa_t.il•••d 1a t,wt, t.ra it, anteoedent.s, as they exiat 

MJbe .o~\•r _of \he agut and tile oirowastanoea wbiotl appeal to 

~ tor aoti~-, ?be da\• ))ftQ&: wbat, .. \hey a.re (and our own selves 

~- prinoipal .aaong ~hea), Jff}&teveP -ppeos happens detiait(-1.f and 

,. ~4 ~t, be .dittel'tnt.. 
'•,«"•.• . ,- • - ' 

• p Anet frtlfldOII is no~hing but, "t,bEt form wbioh oausal aotton 

~uaes •he.n .bl>tb. 0&41ae •~ etteoi an enJ,<>ye<l; ~ that freedom is 

•\erainat.1_o'1 -a.a ~nj oyed, .,01!, in enjoyaent,, and hwle.n f.reedoa is a 

~- ot aoaething.univtraal whioQ is found llberever the distinotion 

Ol enjo,-nt and oont,,eapl••ton, ln the widtst aense of those terms, 

": tound," ,19 Tbj.a -~ · just, _another. way, though aore general, ot 
•we•fing the.· t&lll.111ar. dootrine that freedom is self-determ.inat,ion. 

l~14u P• 329 ~ , -

~ •. P,,.. 15. 

SfP, vol. II, Bk, III, Ch. X, P• 315. 
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41. 
'o· 

Like Bradl•J• A. trtea,to mt.t.r••• bls arguunt, wlth an appeal J,o 
etdiD&PJ praotioal experleaoe ot fretdoa: he ttnda thai this oontirms 

bis opinion t.bat treedoa i1deteraination by obaraoter(or in 

.. •~o,..nt.) • aod ls ooapat.ible with r11ponalbllit.7. In faot, the 

aore we feel ouraelvea deitrained by our enjoyed mental states, the 

keener· t.b• oonso1ousn.eaa olk,fnedom.. Moreover, experience snows 

Ula\ ooaplet,e .deterainat.ioa·bJ \be per1on&lit1 on all 1t3 sides, 

lt IIO!'t ait.ainal>le tn tbe good man t.han in tht bad one, "Beno• . 

, tJle diat1nat1on ot two ... aeuea et treedoa, the one in whioh it uans 

MNlJ freedom troa external detontnation, that is, it aeana 

•t.eraination oy tae un blp,.selta and the other in whioh it is 

, eq111valeot. t,o goedneu. Ilt the first aenae, the bad and the good 

IN bot.h frN; in the aeoo..ad sense only be whose aelt 1s an 

txbibitioa ot law ia tree, e:and badne•• is tbe slave of its passions." Zl 

J' And again, A. poi•ts out tnat. the tact of hwnan ohoice does 

oontndiat. the tneory ot ••lt .. dete.rad.ninu 1 t m1gbt be thought that 

il abboaiag oetween two &lwnatives, there 11 not only the question 

·. •t t.ae two pilfaio&l pull•• but also the ehooaing in which we aooept 

• and re"eet t,be other. lut t.bi.1 again aasuaes tbe 'fiat' ot the 
' " , td.11 wt:d.ob we nave 1hown (Ct. thia oh&pter, aeotion ( 11) ) A. to 

• Njeot.. anti besides, there is not auoh a difte1-enoe between •ntal 

Wnaa awl Mobanioal tbinp in respeot of ohoioe as this objection 

aupposes. The only d1tterenoe is that the greater oomplexitJ in mind 
1. 
\ •_;' 

aeans the.\ its response to stimuli is more plastic 1n oharaoter. 

': •The relative aiaplioit,1 ot tbe phJsioal body exoludes preterenoe 

\_tllf ooe stimulus to another; ea.ob exerts it.a ·etteot and the two etteo:ts 
~ . 

eoabined in the reaultant. Preference implies a greater oomplex-

.... ,, but it d091 not beg1n.,~1d.t.h u.n, but with life. Lowly organiaas 

:e alpe u.1 e.xnibl t -preference, avoiding one 1 ora or stimulus 

,,., puraµing another." 21 ,Thlla preference is fOt.lnd not only in man 
1•\ in. lower foru ot be.ing aa well: only, in man there are more 

ors to be oonaideNtd, and the act.ion ia more complex. 

lb1d,, P• 321. 

Ibid., PP• 121-2 



!. J j i . .l . 

; j 

j 

, j 

· ;·- l t 

~)~ 

:·t 
j. 

L': 

1· ; . ! 
I. J 

' r 

t; 

. 

j 

, 

J 

.,. 
! JI 

le • 

.. . t 

~.. J.."· 

:1 

C 
~ 

I' f- ··1 . ! ,.,.s, 

',,.. 
.. \.f 

l;) l ~(' ~-;; [ ,.,; 

t J; .,. ; t . ~- ,., 

;..: 1 f ·' ~. ') i\~ f: 

~ - . ., :..,., ' . '] \,1(: ~, :·.~ :-.~ 

·:1 .! ~ J 

i ~ f · t r ·, C, I 
• \,.;. • •,.; "'. J ' J 

't t ::.,f r Ji"! t 

I• 
i .1 '~ i. . , .:1 

'.( ' ; ) 1 'l' 

~ i.:' i ,I 

,_,, 

:df 

, ) 

:· n 

j ~. ;j t ;. : ri (; r1 $ n t 

,~., . · 1, ., ''. ,... 

i> f 'l • ~-,(CJ 

•. :~'.• t !f) J ~-i ~-. S L t \:I 

• )' ct'! 

d 

• . ( I 

., ....... ·.J n 

:--Y l .. ' .: 
;· 
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n-eedom,la·•t•ratiat.ion in tf'Jo,-nt, ·and 1.t is enjoyaent 

iloMwbiOb cti1tfqulab1a ,,~rro• natural or physical aot1on, whioh 
. i.:;,,-:~·- ' •, ·;• t 

1a contemplattd. But whenifMe sotion in turn·beaoaes the objeot of 
l- _\ 

1oate•pltfltion, it, falls lntfo.; the ··ctlaas. of deteraiaed natural &ot1on, 

and-ti~ god oa· the next 1~·1 above aan who sees the aotion as deter

liae<I ·Ml mow also that t&1:·~s' 1t· is enjo1ment and tree, though he 

iannttt' enj&tour- tretd6a ltiit 1dbly knows, that we teel it. Now •e have 

t.lNad)' · snown · thst te,r, A·.· there is at e"iery level ot extst'enoe 'a 

"111'4" eleaent and a""bodjtt element,· the tormer standing tor the nisus 

t,~1 the eaergenoe et i 1new·qualttj. Thus, extending the usage ot 
I • , .; .. . . 

ttt~oyMnt-&11<1 e·oniempl&tion,~: .... ·oaa see that each oonteaplated thing . 

,ajo,S its own part1oular level of existence, while it contemplates 
,, ., ' .. ' . '. ' 

.. t.he levels below tt.. · /lf•nbe- 1 the action ot the plant whiohfor ua is 

. l\atruial detANiM\ioa is Ni' ·-the plant itself the enjeyraent ot 1.ts 

fftedo••! · -!111\t: s,~ne lthfroh Iii- ,us is compelled trom our point ot view 

ta•-ttl-fe: 1n·ttS' lntern&l e.otf'ons tor itself. It sots, '1n the Sp1no

nat.1e pbraee~ 'fl'oa tbe necieasi:t.1 t>f its- own nature. It is only to 

ate bigbei- levei' or er•atui'ea that tree' determinism or enjoyment in 

dWttratnatlon ~omes MN ·&tenfnisa. Thus treedom tn · general is · 

U...•xperlenoe whioh each thing ha.a of the working of its own nature; 

i and e. dist.incttlon paralltl: to 'ours ot freedom and· untreedom exiS"ts 

,!_ Nr the pl11nt and fos- the 'St'one or t.he e.tOlll-." 22 

. 221■.o.~. 

i\ t believe ttia;f tht 1·•nt1on of Spinoza in this la.st-quoted 

: . : , : , ;_ ~,,.:, () a JUftS- l'S the olut to the "proper \lJlderatanding of A.' s o~rioept.ion of 

;~ .. [·,. ~ ::J ·J. ,:t 

·:, '. - ,j {- t 

f u 
• ,"! 

J. .. 1\-. 

•• ,:_ l - • t'' i l -

, .... , .... 1•~~ ............ ___ , __ ---·-·-· -····· 

ll • ~ ii t .. !.r~..:•, ... ~+~• 

' . ' 

ft-eedht' , l find a Nmarb.b1e 1111ilarit7 in A.' a view of· human treedom 

• det•111in•tton -In enjo)'lllht., &nd Spint>za' s· oonoepti on or man as a 

, ,tw, endoncf wit.h 00Moi~1s. But Spinoza stresses the idea of 

'JIIIIWI let.eraln&tion, A., that. of aotuat ooourrenoe. I oan only 

22. STD! vol. II, Bk. IIIt Oh. x, p. 333. Also or. HT, pp. 18-9,. 
"Thee eotron tor aught; hat. I oan see is a.s much free and as muoh 
deterained as a raan or a tree or a rook, Its treedom d•tters troa 
ours onl{ in that presuaably it is not aware' or its action and 
has not he experience or ohoioe. I do not think this passage 
oontradiote what A. has said in STD about enjoyment being tound at 
every stap and ohoioe or preterenoe at every stage. What he means; 
here, I thinklris th.at it ia not 1tt1o\11 speafi, aware of its action 
and naa not a io\lY speakiruc the exper enoe o o oioe. 
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oonoede t.hat, A.' state.a.t ,of tbe oas, is all improvement on Spinoza. 

It seems to me, nevertheless, that both Spinoza and A. are in error. 

I agree with A.'s~itatement ot the problem: treedom 1s an 

t1tperi1raee, deteninisa and indeterminism theories about the nature 

ot that experienoe. I tind, however, that determinism ot any sort,. 
✓-4~: 

even A.ts sort ot self-determinism, Mkes that experience an illusion. 
' ' . . ;!,"· ,;_, 

It every level of existence sees the enjoyment oftreedom of the 

pl'evious level as determined, then surely eaoh level has been the 

victim of an illusion which was shown to be illusory by further 

development? A. 1s theory of self-determinism, I oonolude therefore, 

does not conform to the QQllibili\t ot the experience it tries to 

explain. 

And I cannot see that indeterminism oontorms any less with 

ibe tacts than does selt-deterainism. It is obviously part, of the 

trutb that our oharaoters shape our aotions. But we must not forget . 
that u. play a part in the shaping of those very oharaoters. 

' ' "•t 

Character indeed is a growing thing; but !l play our part in helping 
'i ' , .} ~,. • 1 

it to grow. A.•s theory stresses the one aapeot, indeterminism the 

other. Who will say that one oontorms to the facts whereas the other 

does not? 
\'_; ·- What oauses both.Spinoza and A. to err. it seems to me, is 

,- . 
< ',t: ~ ·' 

\he idea ot a process in,whioh the tree action tinds its place. In 
. a 

Spinoza it is a ohain of neoesaary causes; in A. it is a ohsin of 

aotual ooourrenoes or oauaes. But in both it is ,i prooess given u 
a faot. But is that very idea of a process consistent with our 

t~perienoe ot freedom? I adait that this.is a very dittioult question 

to &nSffl'. But it the answer is "no", then I think 1t is the idea of 

a process whioh aust autter and not our experience of freedom; and I 
~ .. 

i would maintain that this oonolusion is a legitimate extension ot A.'s 
. :,,. -'.'"~., 

ppbasia on taota • 
' 
-'-

-: ~ i 

--r 
.\,I [ 

I. 



·,I, 
i f.. )f ,~ . 

·1 ,,, r· \'"' 1 ~·: l 
t 

; 
• l -::~Jf j f 

! 
• 

:··1, I ,,_ 
• i 

~ 

t ; 

,, 

;·_. J, 

~ I ;;' ' • I 

('. 

''· 

.i J:, '( 

·--~··-

-· 

'J. ''1("' •.'f,' 

r, ·l ~ ;· 

. ' ~ 

. 

., ., 

t <;;·,·.,f•1~,.·:~ 

' ',< 1 (' 

t 
l) :;VJ 

'/"; \:, t 

,. r ,,.,. ;-,;···1'l't 
,-\ I •, ', }_ ' • \/ , \_ 1 

: ' ' •~ , , ; J :: i V 

Jf'U.:l: Cf /l ;f:, 

1r,t.-, 
'a✓ 

r. :. :_:. 

L 

•11 ·; (·;J 

1-i JT'lJ 

, , r ·;~1 t, .ff.j 

: • ; ;; ~)!;'1 · rf) 

r· ; .. t 

• "7: '.· (\ 

:JC, ~ . .;(:,t: 

,..,, t': :-: ~·; u !.~ t) J ! ; 

! ~' 

• 

t" .:. ,_ 

P:· 

. f, -~ 

,,i A 

-~, _:,}~, t :.;.f J 

J'! f r ,.~ (~' l _i Jr' 

-;'1 '. !_iJ fl'l 

J J t ~l · • ~~ r~ r:! l~ 

'4 • 
:. ' ,-·~~J!'1t~j ··f t:t 

!. 
,._ , . l :1 ·\_, I . ..., ;-"", J_. . -- ,.,.,~ r ~ . 'i .: 

, ,• ·:0(·' 3 

·:·1 ' J. 1; l rur.f 

. .; ; ... : ,, 

43. 
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C ftAI!:.fflR 
. ~;I;,?') 

FOUR···-: "t!JI .. BTHOT) . or PTIILO,ilPHY" 
t·; ,!, 

~ 

(1) ff1t.url1 P.11\1, .,_{j 

The Other ohiet i#~aequenoe that the reoogni tion ot the 

•ti1st~r1city of ttii,ngstt bd' tor A., 1s that an emphasis 1.s laid 

upon the actual as opposel to t'he; necessary. Re says Umt he 
.., :r.· . . . 

rejoioes to find 'himself 1n'oonuaun1ty with A.ff. Whitehead in their 
. , :.;- ,·, ',..\ . 

1oouon devotion to the oonorete." 1 What he means is th~t both 

lb\ t,ehe~~ and h4' atreaa .aak-.ooeptanoe of the tao ts. He says 2 

"There 1s a mental disease known as the questioning or metapbysioal 

aania, which cannot aooe'pt-.1:!inything, even the most trivial, without 
('' ; - . (, .• ' ~ ~ . . _. 

deMnding explanatioi'l. Whf'do I stand wfiere t stand! Why is a 

jlass a gle.ss, a chair a otli1r, How ts it that men &re only of the 

size they are? Wby noi as ~1g u houses, eta. (I quote from 

Wllliam Ja.mes). No• the vif1·11te of knowledge depends on asking 
' . · .. '. . ¥ ~ . . 

questions. Ia 1 t, not oalltd 'enqutryf And its considerations are 

ttot drawn by oonsiderationt:-~f politeness or by shrinking from 

insanity. But it does recognise that, however tar 1t may push its 

explanations, the world presents ohlJ.raoters·wh1oh must be aaoepted 
~ . . .,} 

'reverently as beyond explanation, though they do not pass under-

~\in'M.Ylg. · And l oa.11 this ·,habit ot· &.eoeptanoe ot nature by the name 

hr· natural piety, because itaple-m1nded religion is aoaustomed to 
1apeak of events· tor whioh lt oao rind no reason BS the will of God." 

l~d tie explains that this ~tural piety" of wh1oh· he speaks ta "that 

'of ·the so1ent1t1o investig{l\or, by wh1oh ~ a.ooepta with loya.lt1 the 

-,ster1es which he oannot ell)lain 1.n nature and has no right to try 
·l . · ··, .. , . . · · · . _ ·a,' i , ·. . . 

~- to explain. t may· desor1bl"''1t as the habit of knowing when to stop 
· ;aaic1ng qu~·sttons o·r natur•t "' 5 

· ll:,oa Explanations '• ·"• 416. 

ftJl&tural Piety", "Phii~sophioal and Literary Pieces", p. 300. 

a,~ •. p. 299, 

j 



/t 
• \...,".f 

_-.Jl.Ll ~ ~L~, s:-_ 

~ ~ ; \ 
............. , ..,., ... -·-·~----~·-

, ,.·J u.i. 'H 1J.LL . . \ 
r ' , 

;:f:l;;--f.) iJJ~:··.,; f-... ~L~1•. ~i:·., 

'i i . f"i t [ ' . :· ,: C , ; ,· J ) .. · J :·: .f:. i fl 

i.li', r 
•~• l 

r ~~'\ , , 
i ' , •. ,;;: f:r:~~u 

' , -..- ~ . 
.; [ .i ;· i [ ;, I 4 .f '1 C ~ 

. . 
.·:Ji.( tJ'l 

~:;/·::~),,. ; .. : ~'.1 C'~) r:r .... f \l 
.. 

c · C 0' 

. 'i r. ~ ~ ,\ t.: { 
..,.· ! ; .:Lt J-ri>i 

.L a~ .' ,, 
t ~ ·, _j ~7 (.l:{j > .J ,"- f A : ; f) "; 1 ( . 

r f V,;''. ':-' '.. . .. · '.>,;' ' ,-~ • • 1 . ., .J ·1 , ,J .; , .• , .. ,., \.H; 

1 ;. i~:r: L, r ·'.I .:L -6 

ff j 

L, 

r 

~:t ii t J ' 

i wr • 

J ,, '. .., f 

- f.. ; - f,,' 

' ..; 

':). 1 •• 

;_ .1 

~ L l ,, J :. Jl ;·: 

·~J ';, ·,,~ , 1l· JCD 

J I s:r•~. f:tl 

.- ~c ·· .J t ,,( j, .. xa 

.. , ··.·•,· r .... ,, , ~ \! ;J·•• .... ,•,,\f,, ,· 
~ • .J . ~ ,: .,_ r • l , . , . • _,J f';'. _, \~ _,. 1, \] i t.; t U " 

: . 1 ; .J r ~ • i·: ff'. C , J e 

J .L . H, l · : · !-. : t .) J ' 1·· · .i t J f . .f; i C· 

i 
" . ·J 'j .I~;,:'J "J., .::·'dUB 

;,· 111 r!,; __ r r;1.i.r•.fi: :_1i'! f'-!!A 

, , . . , . , , r ."\ r \ r , • "· r· .·,, · '"' r • • 'r ,, t J \ ,,. ... ,.- , • ..... ",,~• - • .J ,l \,..~ \ ,, ~~- •-✓ ' _J .,,_ . ' 

.,\ ·) t ( ; ~' ' .; ' 

.){_: :;; 

• :J ·; f-J.J . 

l I ·' ,.., t 't" ~ ~. t -

' •. ) :, ~· 

. ··-~ \,. .. 

[''19,, :., v)JI 

.,r: .L:· [c :., rj 

J .. ,., l.!i · , ,, i -~ !:.;B 

·.:JAc~ 

• Tl 1j · 

«. b r JT ~____.:,;., 

.. 1 

.. s 

"· ,~ .. -.{ 

ft; 

fo .um-• tbenl::1\!ne 11J8tery et faet.s,. whether 'Ul•a• 

taota are \he Uldtvid11al t•t• ot experience or ibe larger univ•aal 
/ 

tut.a wbtob are aoteat,itterjawa, or slieb taots, aor• ooaprehenaive 

still, aa aa7,be d1aooveref;Ja¥ a prwtent and solentitio pbtloaopn,, 
.~i._ 

la the last, word ot knowle41t, Tbe Nverent temper wbioh aooepta 

\be.a la tlM moed ot oatur~1s:pttt7." 4 It. is no exaggerat,ion to aay 

tbat ~.t,be eaaeaoe of •A•'• anbod of pbiloaopbiaing oonsist.s in the 

praotioe or 0utural piet7!., His 11iealiaa" la •rel.Jan applleat.ion 

ot-tbia a.et.bod • 

(11) 1101ss1$eY and cont\PAno1, 
,, 

We bave ut, \be atreaa A. plaeea on tbe aoiaal 1noidentally 

1a previou ·ohapt,1ra. Ttma 1~•• saw t,bat. A.' a 'preot' of the int,iqte 

ocmneotion ot Spaoe.and,'fi• lle .biuelt reoo&nize• aa no atriot 

proof at all, DUt •rel7 a d•aoription of a •tter of faot. Again. 

ibe new qualitiea wb1ob , .. rged were "eternal objeots" to be ao,oepted 

11 tb 'hatual piet1". And finall1, there we.a no answer to tbe 

.. e,tion wb7 qualities abogld ••erge rroa·spaoe-'fiu; the existenoe 

of t,bia niaus waa ~ust a matier ot faot. 

low· t.bla eapbaai•ron "aatters- of taot" obvtousl7 involves 

' a .definite view of the relations ietween tbe oontingent and the 

1toe11&1'y, and I should like.to indicate shortly what, that relation 

. &1. FiretlJ ,we ■ust d1at1Diu1ab bet.ween neoe11it1 ot tact and 

r taoeaait,7 ot reason 5• !be· first 11 oouool7 held t.o be the .ebief 

lllaraoteriatlo niob distinguiab,s t,be oauaal relation r,011 the 

· relation ot ••re oontlngeno,, and so A.' s treatatnt ot the category 

, ofi oauaalit7 is ot priaary· laportaaoe in deter.S.nin.g tds at.t.1 t,u.de 

, k aeoes•ity of taet.. le ,Mai, however, postpone discussion of 

•'• t.reataent of oaualitf ,till ,ae next enapter• where we deal 

at.b t.bt aere 1aporiant oa\epri••• and so it mu.at 3Uft1oe here it 

. [ . . I~14u P• 315. 
,, C :.•, . . . ,f, 

;k .. t·• .h.1•stl.t draws a stililar distinction: "The onl7 necessity 
···. · wh ob pbllosophy oan rec:,ognize 1s Hnat of interenoe. But there is 
,s .. no,uoeaait, 1n tninga wept taoi. "STD, vol I, Bk. II, 
. ?" O~•-.. VI B, P• ~l. 
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45. 

• gtv• a, 1bort ..,,,ary ot<bia :oonobtaion a• to neoess1ty of-1.:faot. 
• 

lia &UWtr iO·Bu!f'••oritique of oauaality abows, as·w 

11lall ••~ that. tor A. ·"•111ait.y of taot," 11 only a apeoial type of 

••ontlngeae1~. Prim&l'il1•t N bave 1a wbat •Y be deaorlbed aa 

M· "uiu.al proeeaa11
, in whlob, strictly speaking, everything la 

contingent •. ltoeasttJ ts •rely a·oertain inti•eJ of oonneotion to 

be toad between eert.atn tnnt.a in the prooeaa. · Tbua the neoeaaar1 

la MNlJ a part ot .t.lle aowal; tbtre 11 a diatinot.toa between the 

neoesaary and tbe tontingeot.·but it ls a distinction of dePte, 

aot of kind •. :,So •ob: for eeeessit,y ot faot • 

A.ad neoeaai tJ ot ':>reason tr logieal neoeasi ty does not tare 

•ob ittt.el'- at A.' a· bands.;-:L:fef hi. uiotat.u that tNth follows the 

Nalit,7,wbtoll la aowo1 and 1a deteniaed by it. tbougb it ia true 

IA aoo011nt · of tile aiad wbitb. know• 1 t. 6 ,.. A .uthod of proof or 

reuonina aeau a eert.ain t,elation'aaong propos1t1ou UMmselvea, 
ii propoa1t-1ona wit.II oirt.&1n;;foraa1 onare.ot.era, ia Yiitue ot wbiob, 

ttinn 01rt;a1a.p7opo1ittoa1, other popc,sittons aa, ooberently be 

mted. But 1011111 neither a aottnoe of tn1Dp. nor of aind bui 

,t,t.Jitnp u possessed by aind; it is a subjeot-objeot soienoe. 

fftwever, "In oonatruoting truth at the guidanoe ot things we are 
l -" ~, , • . 

pieoing t,oget.her ·by an ·aet ·ot wlll or judgement what we have 

1 W1pieoed bt, aeta ot :will o.tr~udgeuat,. Experiment la our eon,l'ol 

. ' L: f ; ( 

. -
.... / ~· ;r.,; ·, .;;:.t ·1·· .. ,. to the ·aateri·al or emputoal clealla. Logto oont.Pola ua in the 

: r; ._; 1 ·.:·c \) Ji-:t'::,DHn ·... , 19"8} ,,nat,un ot tbis, pro•••• tor it 11 oonoeroed not direotlJ nth 

' '1'• .,tapil'ioal f••1.tar•• ot nal 1 t.1 b11t. with 1 ta u.i11orial ones". 7 
- {-~- j ,. 

JJ., D ~, lb:: :C 

. ' .t ~ 't '~: ; ':.() 

, i.' :·: ;..; ~ .~ C .1 ; '~ r·, \:.: .} i'. t 1 !) 11 ~ 
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, ~,; r ·1 I i f ~ • ~ 
~:- i .i . { ~- ,' ).. t. • \: (, .: : (· •,1 ( ~ I ii c: r!fi .t f' 

- i .. 
""-.; t;j: , .. 1t)··)fl Ofi 

r . 1".; 1. 
• ! ,...,;., .. St t :-c• , ' • ! ' j 

····'i.L1.ht~."·~ 

AQcl real gr11.111darv• the.retort t.e be dist1ngu1abed fro• 
l 

t fleaioal pounda, thOllgb. t.le1··-, ootneide. All aanner of good 

N&IOD8 .tor a ooool1111oa·.:&N, different froa t,he eau.se · ot tbe taot 

.fti.ted· 1n tb.e oonolusion; ~lle oauN is always a reason, but a reason 

, :.td JlOt be the O&liH • 41Jd.·.~ aJ'e llOt. 1'P88 to regard the lo&t4 

.f'oun~, beoause it. is aore forul, aa superior to the relation ot 
''. . .l,Jr • ~ .. , . ' '1,?.' '.·ie•• ~n~ etfeo~ 1n re~~ 1 t.~s .. nTrutb is like a work of art and bas . 
.. . 

••~ STD, ,vol IIi Bk. III, ,.Ob. IX a. P• 270. 

lb\d,, p. 211. 
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it.a •• pnaeript.iOJUJ• alwaya dictated by rMlity. W• go' a"9ut to 
,f 

e.rrl"'" at real.it, by. methoda;.proper: \Ct t.rutll, and 1re are ~ble to 

d1ape_. in certain oasea lt&'Ml direot reterenoe to o&Uaal 

intornlatton. S.t. tbe iclt&ls of logio oaanot.. ·be used to depreciate 

tbt· .aauaal re-latioa." 8 · 

0 •• •••n goes a. turtber and aa,a tbat "pbilosophf 
prooe•d• .,, c:t.aoription; it.r 1oal7 .ues arguunt. -in order to help you 

to-••• the taot.1,iJut,aa a,beta.D11t uses a mitorosoope." 9 

Tbua.· loaioal uoe1,1,,. when it. yteld1 truth, aerely 

l'etl1ot1 aott1al oonditiouJ !'.and ii ·therefore in the same predio-nt 

·· as :Moesalt.y ot tut. 'ibert· 1• .onl7 aa aot,ual proo,11, witbin wbiob 

. neoeasitJ of taot ean be liaorilllinat.ed, and 11pon whioh log1oal ' 

neo,11it.7·auat depead,~if it., iato yield t.be t,ruth. And we may· 

therefore .appropriatelJ req11ot1 ;twosent,enoea prertoualy reproduced: 

"tbtre. ta no rooa tor nau••~., in·. philosophy or in aotenot, but only 

tor t&cat.a and -the iaplloattou ot t.be■" 10; no, even 11 there room 

tor ·poasibilit.,: 8as t.beN4$la ao "-t.·• fol' soienoe or philosophy, 

· neither 1• t,hel'e a ttmtgbt." te "lligllt. .not· be1 ; saienoe has to deal 

·· wit.A w.lla\ 11.-" ll 
'ft 't'n,' . '• ··. Jetbod of Phil, - . oaool}Y, 

. ,: ~ 

,1t tbe sboft 1• t.rue, pbilosopby will differ tr➔b• 
1Pf(dal 101~nots ao\ so llUoh la its me\lloda as in the natuN of th• 

11.tl>J••:t.•-•l\b.whteh tt. deal.as "They are of a peoul1arly cso•prehenaive 
k1a4,. arld· ve reveal~d te: tt,e a.oat, attpe:rtioial glruaae out at t,he 

'" 
:· t,hlfl&S ,,,, ••• 1n :\lM world. Tb.en t.hiags fal-1 into grottpa d1st.1ngu1shed f . 
tr.-, -~ _another; bx,-· •peoitie·. ·owaotera whiolll a0111 b&ve and- others 

,,.,'i'1 th :'j'L··~ nc:J~~L ~,::,t:( c ,1r·t 1:'.ncE.ne'l •'be.ve. JlO.l• Thus ·i_lltN are aat.e,.ial bodiu '••• t,llere are living things; 

;-:,r1:,.-, ,.,11 'f'C r;:-; ',.. •··•··, . .,,·i, r· ~ h"'Jf,j• ' ' '" ,.. :::>, J t • .L ·-" ' • ii . • , .• L ,j J L . ,._ ., •-' u 

:_-J,·1 ,__,:;.; I : . • 3, t;f:,:: 

('. . . 
':ll ; (' 1 .j' l C~ 0:: .l _; l 

~,~1.L , .~ j ,.-; i l f .: t):21 '1 ;:) f•1r:. 

-------·-----·-----· 
t_,,,, r T ";-' ._( 

••h-- ',, i . .L .. .1~ 
,. ·: I .- ' . (H ' 

( i. f -... ,.},; 1 ... 1 i. r, 

ff'(' " ~r..-p· 
• J. \ '-' • :..~ •• ~.I .1 \. '· 

'· 

' • -J .• ' 

8. Ibld., P• 297. Ct. also STD, vol I, Bk. II, Ch. II, PP• 205-7 • .. on, aboula no, -toi-aet.- n,,nvel", that nat A. uana bf .tbe oausal 
relation is aerely a special type of relation ot aotual oontingenoy. 

· "Sou ·Expla.~tions", p~ ,425. 

!lo. STD, vol !~ Bk. I, en·;· I, p. 47. 

tll. , STD~·- vol !I~ Bk.' nI, :Ch. X, p. 530. 
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and ttitre u-e beinp witll ldnd. What 1.t the relation or .t,use 
~,., 

different. c,rders of exist.Jhoe to one another! Ia there any · ·;".-
tundam.ertt-al nature whiObjJbey have in oouon, of whleh they are 

speaitio exuples, and wfii\ Haning osn we attach to suoh 

speoitioat.ion! What is (hep-imary tora ot being, e.nd how are 

different orders of being born ot it? In t.he next. plaoe, along

side the'.• diversity of kind aaongst things, theN e.re oerta1.n 

pervasive features, 'Wh1.oti, it they are not found in all tbinga 

alike, have at least an txtraordinar1 univel'S&lity of range., 

Suoh are the pemnenoe 111 change by Vit-tue·ot whioh things are 

described as subst.anon, 1qt1antit7, apatial snd telllporal eh&Paoter, 

O&UtalitJ •••• letaphysicta ta t.btls an at,teapt to st.ttdJ tbeH Yert 

oomprehensive · topioa, · to :.reaoPibe the ultiMte n&tUPe of exiatenoe 

if it has MY, and th••• pervasive <th&l'&eiers of thing,, or 

oategoriea. It we uy ntgleet too nioe pal'iioulars of inter

pretation, ••-, use the def1nit1$n of Aristotle, tne science ot 
being as suoh and its esaent,ial attrlbu\ea." la And sin.oe 

philosopby differs trffa \be spee181 aaienoes cmly in l\s subjeot

matter, ita aethed will N, like theirs, eapirioal: it •111 

proceed by refleotive deaoription and analJsis of it• subjeot

matter, use hypotheses bf whiob t.e bring its d&ta into ftritit.ble 

oomteotion; its·oertainty, like theirs, extends no furtler than its 

ettioieno7 in providing ,f reasoned exhibit.ion of aueh syste• as oan 

be disoovered 1ft these data. But the word "empirical• must not be 

pressed too olosely, tor ~tis a deaoription of method Md not of 

subjeot-mat.ter. If we dUs·ttnguiah the Vllriable ( oalled the 

eap1r1oal) troa the perri'aive {called the oategorial or I priori) 

obaracter&, then we can see that philosophy deals with the actual 

world, but the parts of tt with wnioh it. deal• empirioally &N 

oategor1al or non-eapirioal parts of that aotusl world, and so an 

empirical philosopbJ la not neoeasarily a eenas.t1onalist1o one. 

Thus philbaopbt ooneista tor the moat p&rt, like other .. 
. ··-,.. 

aeienoes, in applying a ~~ngle principle of simple oharaoter to a 

variety of different topios and attempting to verity the possibility 

12. STD, vol I. Bk r. Ch. I, PP• 1-2. 
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·· ot &J?plying it to these_t~pioa. "It takes tor its beginrii~ ao• 
1!_,rt. 'l : . , .i . . . ·, 1.,,;:0 ·-,·~,.- ·~' , . • ,;>. • • ' ' ., -:. 

·tundamental faot whioh, D Berkeley said long ago of the pr1noiple 
:;. r✓ ·,. __ -,. _;_· ~-~ ~;.. ; --· • _ • { .-.tz~; · · · · i 

.•hiob be _discovered, a 8!P. has onl7 t,o open his eyes to see. 1'he 
fl_,. -. ,. !,I- 11:,f',:-;H·-::? ~ . ; • ·. 

·reasonings by whioh the philosopher sometimes supports the truth 
Z'i·· . ' :ft;;; . 
of the fundamental taot a,e, not so -.aoh arguments for what oannot ';-,.._~ ,;. :·: -~ , , .z,/~- ·- , . 
in the nature ot the oa.st· be proved, as contrivances tor p1,1tting 

;ld.9 reaclers i~t,'. .. ibt 1'1.*'::Po'iUon for seeing. And the veriti

oation. of 1,. by applioations or deduotitm8 1s ohietly useful ·1n 

,ao tar as '.they are t.he uana of ·persuading the reader ot the 

1
lnitial. pr1naiple· froa wJAoh \hey.: are deduced." l3 

Suob prineipleai are the very principle ot the· eap1rioal 

.•\bod t.:taelt (baaed u, tt ia tor •A• wi'Ul the diatiriotton bet.ween 

~eon.tteaplatioa" and "enjo,-.nt•) and the' prinoiple (or rat.her the 

i'lir~n faat, 1) ot· t.he -.trb ot Spaoe-Tiae. And the d1at1not1on 

Nt.we•n "oontemplat,iOD" and· rf!njo,-nt" 1nd1oat.ea- th&t the aind is 

tl:ld, one .thing together w1:tb other thinga tn lbe wo:rld, and so we 

-, ,use our a.xperienoe o.f'l>fte: to anderste.nd the other; to unde:r

ai&Dd o»~Nts we -, exaatner GW'Nlvu, and vioe-•erM. 

:finally., 11et,aptapiu differs froa the other seienees 1n 

:i i,wo~'Wa,aa- , "Il'l the .ft.rat. splaoe it is nthtr desor1pttve than 

.t~ior,, wael'tas theyiare explanatory rat.her than deaor1.ptlve. 

,!Ma affords one .reason wbJ a7stem in •taph111os rei,els Mey 

PIOPl•• for so auoh of tlle systea lookalike tiokettng·s great 

-• of .1cleu, and 11raogtng ihea ia their plaoea llke speet11ens 

in a:lltl.8••• And,,, \here 11 endleaa 1at11taoiion in seeing how 

all t,beat thioga illustrate, tbe ·one prina.tplt whloh has to be 

found.before the arrangaunt, eao. be.made; and t.ht ·only danger to 
tile ae\apb,Jsioian la tba\ be aho~ld be so enaaoured of hi1_prinoiple 

11 ,\o ai1d1sorlbt \he id ... be is arranging ••• ' In the aeoond 

plaot' "•t.aphyatoa is tbe-,,aost ooncarete of all the aoienoe1. "·· 

lbat. •• aeana b7 aa,1nc-tll1s·11 tbat ~ia aetapbyslo• no oottoeption 
1a .tJAPLayed tor whioh it ~t. not pointed out dlr•otly or tndireotl1 

13.~-. 1;J~ .. ~!tf~d ot Met.,1.Phl~ios; and The Categories", KIND XXI, 

f ,,' j 
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wbat is the oorreapcmden~;!te&tw.-e in aotual experienoe. In all 
e/;lfi:t:-

ot.her aoienoea, oonoept,1-8 are used wbiohare adopt.ad witbout , .. 

uuinaUon • • • It. is thlit~peoial bllainess t.o examine these 

oonoept1ona wllioh are talel,a:tor granted 1n the other aoienoes and 

\o ttod• tbea in exper1e8';,1 taelt. 11 14 
·h ·,;r~ 

(1v) •111a~or," 094•~1111•, 
Thus one aspeot of the "historioity of things~ is &n 

eaph&sia on the contingent and oonorete, the ootual, and a 4 

philosophy wh1oh "takes Time seriously" and reoognizes the 

"historicity of things", •st, as A. has done, regard philosophy 

as empirical and as dealing with the oonorete. A. stresses this 

so much ttist he ooaes to use the word "history" to stand tor the 

tact, or brute givenness (and in auoh the same W8f we use the 

word "histor7" ·even in ordinary conversation to stand tor any 

process). He reminds us that soienee is a. highly &rtitioal thing, 
. , . ,,.., 

whioh in pursuit ot its purpose moves tar away trom its "historical" 

(i.e. actual or oontingent) tounda~ion. Htejeots however the idea 

that soienoe has but to oonstruot a coherent system ot symbols 
- ·_! ~ 

whioh stands tor sensible experience and through it tor the real 

things of the world of which we oan know nothing directly, on the 

grounds that 1 t, is based_'·•~n an erroneous epistemology. He 

maintains on the contrary that "what happens in soienoe is 

comparable to what happens when we go up into the air and see 

the landscape below us, net in all its detail but in certain 

determining outlines. These are still tha outlines of the sue 
, • < -

landsoape out of whioh we rose ••• "; and similarl7 he pleads tha.t 

"in soienoe the data remain· still in view though reduoed to a 
. . 

compendious form, and repNsented not bf symbols, but, as it were, 

by delegates and plenipotentiaries." 15 He teels that this agrees 

both with the ooDlllon notiqn that truth 1a aooordanoe with tact, and 

with the ph1losopb1cal view that it is ooherenoe ot soienoe within 

· itself.· 

14. 
15. 

"some Explanations", PP• 409-410. 

BT, P• 24. 
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He oonoludea: "History oan ol•i• to be aistress of 
: .· ' , ' {ft:;;; . . . \ . ' ' ,, 

,01enoe, as -.ioh as mat~Jll!',tios, though in a different sense. 
. ' ,;;: ' ,__ ' .. ,,j{..1,,:' . . '' .• . . " . 

The{~~~~ t5->r the two d~"} _eleunts in every so1enoe whi~h oan-
, ., .... ,.. . . ._ tc.,.. •. . . 

~ot be ~~parated, ~t th•f.,. oan be considered separaiely: the 
• '- ( '. , : ";_'{i:1' . • 

opn.s_t~o.~1 ve Fooesa b7 t;~oh we. disoover by. our thought the 
order inherent in i-hings, .. ~d the raw material itself, tne brute 

aJiv,~ss~.•. We proceed ;t _ ot hi1tory into history ag~in-. n 16 
:I ,i-_ ¾ i 1. • •' , ~. . '" . 

(v> Qtuta\, 
·,,,. 

-~ ~ ;., .t 

It is disingenuousness to pretend not to be impressed 
: . J 

bf something signitioan~,; and _I aa impressed with A.' s method ot 
·.. . • ;__,·.J... ," . . . ,. . ' ,.. . 

philosophy. This 11 not. -~~ sa, t~t I agree. with everything he 
. . . . . . . . . . , ,ft.~ ' . :. '' ' . . 

~&fl (for •XUlPlt about, ~oeasitJ and oontingenoy); but when tor 
: ' ~ ' < ' > ~ ' • • • : ;., ' • • 

~- exam.pl• A. sa1s tbat "trtedoa 11 an experienoe; determinism and 

indeterainisa are tbeoriea", I find myself readily assenting. 

And I find qselt agreeiqg again wnen ne uses the same approach to 

religion. In tact. A. usea U1.is approach throughout,: there are 

oertain taota whioh we must explain - what theories have we to 

otter? And as to the raots tbelilSelves, we must not argue; we must 

aooept, them w1 t.h ''natural piety". 

Of oourse there an pitfalls tor the unwary exponents 

of ."natural piety". Tnua, tor example, Broad points out that 

orthodox oneaists had to give up their "natural piety" in a 

speoitio oaae before oheaiatry oould progress: "It was held that 

the oharaoteristio difterenoes between Oxygen and Hydrogen are 

due in no way to dittereooea of atruoture or components, but must 

aiaply be aooepted a.a ultiaate taots." They had to give up this 

new wnen Atoaio Pbyaioa entered the tield. And it is quite true 

tbat, as Broad remarks,•• oould never be logioally ooa.pelled to 

hold the ubrute taot" point of view, sinoe it is always open to 

us to suppose "th.at wbat is maorosoopioally homogeneous has a 

16. HT, p. 25. It-, ht reae.rked 1D passing that this distinction 
between "nistor7" and 111t-theaatios, seems to correspond with the 
d1st1not1on between the {logically) neoeasary and the aotual. 

17. /"The •ind and Its Plaoe in Nature", pp. 44-5 
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·ooaplex miorosoopie'at.Net.u-Peaiotl•holly orput,ly determines 

it.a ohar~teriatio u.oro~~~1o l)ehaviour." Broad adllits 
• 4>• • • , •• '•' -·· • , ,., ~,--~, • 

"Revertheleas it is perteotly possible that this hypothesis 

la not tuue fn oertain diae's, a.nd that there; a.re ultimate 

differences,· jin the matert,1 world which must just be aooepted 

~; brute taots. •· 17 But~ t.his admission does riot seem to llle to 

go, t&i- idotigh\t tot' the p;.wpposi tions of tntma.n disoourse require · 

tltat· something tau'tt be t&1te'n u "given" as· a '."brute f'aot'' • ~ There 

cannot even be argument \Ulless there is agreement on some 
twldam.ental point.. It iaf true that agreement on some tundallental 
~. . } . ~fi ,. ' . 

point doea·not entail britte taots. But surely the necessity tor 

' auoh agreement. maktn1 it .;..ey likely that there is at least one 

bl'Utftl f&ot' &nd > prob&bli a 'good deal more? 
;:·" > > 
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OB4PTER tli1 ; "tHE CATEGORIES". 

ibt Cat.t&V:l!I 1n ..tantr1l, 
' 
WbeN the emphaa1s on the actual is most to the tore, 

is tn A. 's treatment or \he oategoi-ies. He devotes a large part 

ot HT and a quarter Of ttie whole of STD to these oa.tegor1es, 

Whioh need·not·surpr1se ·lis',· for we must remember that A. maintained 

that the oategories, that is, the pervasive ooaplexities ot motion 

tn the ooeAn ot reality, •ere the primary subjeot-matter of 

philosophy; and he said ih&t his system ought to be judged by 

its aooount ot the categu~iea. 1 
' 

Since this is ao, however, I feel constrained to 

apologise in advanoe tor·the very brief treatment here. My 

exouse is that I &a not making e. thorough examination of A.'s 

phlloaopbJ, but merely highltghting a few points in the systea 
• _ _,,~ ••.-,,._,_- N-~ >" '" ""•-,,, - •-

in order to illustrate the emphases on process and aetuality 

wh1oh constitute tor hiathe reoognttion of the "historioity of 

thtngs•. And so I sh•ll oontine myself to those categories 

wbioh A. himself stnglesout tor discussion in HT. But first 

sou general Nm&rks. 

We raust clearly distinguish between the qualities and 

oate.goriea: qualit,ies art "eapirioal" or non-pervasive, whereas 

aategories are "a. priori• or pervasive. It we bear the distinotion 

between pervasive and "eaptrioal~ and mind, we will see that the 

categories are not impostd by the mind but tound in reality; . 
the pervasiveness ot the ·oategories is due to the tact that they 

are tund&lDental properti•s ot Spe.oe-Time. Like the so-called 
1laws ot nature•, the oa\etories are aore than aere ·"oompendious 

desoript1ons1 but leas thtt.n 1(dlpendent realities. 2 The burden 

of A,'s argument about oitegortes is that they are features or 

1. Lairds Mt•oir, p, -of• In oontirmation or this, of "Some Gx-. . 
planations P• 1410, · •• wb&t I have tl'ied to .:!o is, asawaing 

. Spaoe-Ttme lo l>t U1e :roundatioa ot tbe wuverse{ to point ~out. one 

l one Wh&\ tht ex~r enoed features of Spaoe-T me are whiob aN 
· oate ries; and ht goes on to oritioize Broad and othe 

o t1oa f-oause they do not appear to realize that tor bia 'the 
dootrine ot the oategories, taken along with the notion or Spaoe
Time is oentral. 

2. HT, P• 13. ... 
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53. 

tlltngs ·tJleualvea and not., Ol'eat.·iona of the adnd. The Kantian· 

1iJ8a·ot. oat,egorte:saa ooot.ributed t.o knowledge by J1ind must be 

,vjeot,ed under. t.1le historioa.l view, "tor, ~o speak historioally, 

nothing is real .but wbat. ,is. given somehow in experienoe'\ wbere 

, tar experience, the ••ap~e is on ggno,ete experienoe. We ma, 

tberetore ask Kant how t.lie mind lights upon these notions and 

tbcn1 1ntrodwles them into experi•qoe; on hia view "the1 are 

11at1Ql\a intl'odu.oed in order to aooOWlt for the exper1ena$ we 

aet.ually have 'by introdu.oing them iat,o &lloill•r fiotion,ot an 

experienee whioh awaits ardtring by t.nell, " or as •• laughingly 

ldda, a·oue of "one finion Mlp1Ag,out. another.lf On the 

aontrary, A. ll&int.aJ.u tlla\ thf u.perienoe we baYe is already 

ordered or 1 t ia not.aiq; _apart . tro11 i.t. ta• oategories 've taken 

fli'• a r&0wber• whiob ia for abartuas called -1w:1." They are 
' 

' aot otbeniae verifiable t,ban bJ the rtal eXl)lrienoe itself, and 

.-.D&llta for oertain eleMl)ta verifiable witbin that expe~ienoe. 3 

lhu t.he oategoriea are pat.t.ern1 tot1nd in. t.bings. and have no 

aanotity whioh U1Bkes them in any way different from the things 

of which the1 are pattel'llS. 

Sinoe Kaat. tban has be•n a debate as to how•• aoquire 

'• priori" ideas• and lant's attribution of' the "a priori" 

9~t,gories to the mind must be held responsible for this debate. 

On A.'s-~wn prlnoiples. the whole'.deba.te is, of oourse, superfluous, 

and so he la rather oritital of tae later development ot this 

argument..·· Ile tella 111 t.bat though Kant' 1 solution of the problem 

wu not payahologio&lt 1i.etiaulated tba.t: form, and s1noe tb..en the 

p,oblea haa beoo• a.lao1te11\irel1 psyobologioal:- Have we "a. priori" 

ideas; and hot do.we ooat by t.bea? A. Minta.inst.hat the attempts 

that ·have been made'to·iilawer ·t,be question have been "psyoholog1-

~a111 unsuooessful,·aad ~ta.physioally they he.ve attained the 

:failure to -~hioh •• ~. they were foredoomed ••• They oould not be deri.Jelli 

3. HT. P• 13. In STJD vol r. Bk. II, Ch. I, A~ is far more 
aya thetio to Kant ot also HT, • ~ 14;: Leave out from xanrhh• objective nd ••• and wtt he teaches llS 1s ma.inly 
sound. (p. 191) 

-
/ 
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troa the experienoe whioh the individual has ot empirioal things. 

For how oould we gat,her number, tor instanoe, it things were not 

already numerable?" 4 

And A. i.s again not satisfied with 3penoer's biologioal 
answer that the oategori~s ·· are "a posteriori" for the · raoe, but 

"a priori ff for the individual who inherits the results of centuries 

of past &xperienoe; ~the biology, legitimate at the time the 

theory was formulated has· sinoe become more than suspeot. But 
even if it were oorreot, how oould experienoes wh1ch were not 

themselves spatial or numer1oal, no matter through how many 

generations they were inherited, oome to feel or look like spa.oe 

or nwaberY" And then, in reply to Jaaes who olaiud that all 

"A priori" ideas oou to us by the bsok-door method ot oerebral 

disposition, e.nd then by a fortunate variation & brain is born 

whose mind envisages the world causally or numerically, a.nd being 

suooessful in its reaot.ions, its kind prevails and peoples the 

earth; A.'s oritioism is that this falls back into the arms ot 
Kant. 5 

The whole argument falls away when it is realized th~t 

the categories already exist in things, and it is unneoessar1 to 

find what puts it there. 

(11) JlB1yeraal,a aod fK\itMltrsa .. 

A. oontends that "the historioal view means in philosophy 
. . 

first that the "real world' is made up of part,ioulars, and that 

universals are but the pattern of their behaviour ••••• But these 

patterns belong to the eventa themselves in their grouping." 5 

Thus universals are nothing but arrangements ot events, or as A. 

•• ,. 
STD, vol I, Bk. II, Oh. IX, P• 332. 
Ibid., .pp. 33.2-3. 

S. HT, P• 12. 
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an ~~~111~" ~ ov,at.a: tbe aotual arrangement is 
l r \he work ot. the, ob1ervar .. ·l•t there 1a ao•thing in the events whioh 
• ~· J '·•' ' . . 

glvea the~ exous• .tor auoh arrang•~~nt, and thia southing is the 

-~ universal. :1'¥ univei,-1al1 -,; be regarded aa a higher order. of 

/ exist•~ than tile hist~oal •v•nt~ themselves, beo,wse the7 
~ . 
·· oonneot, t.hea topther; bli,\, A. 1.naiats that 1 t.be patterns oome illio 

·, ·: . . . . ,, . > 1 . • ' 

exiatei:we w1Ul the exaapl!ta; the examples &re not moulded, as it 

were, upon a given patt.ern. The UJ'iliver,ala are bg.bi~a whiab 8l'e 

reali,~d onl.1. in. their earciu, and tbe exero1ee ot the• varies 
with the oir~wastanoe." ?. 

1bu.s •e u, p1~re a aoale of auoh variattone1 with its 

utt,rao,t encl beta& know1i1 aa . a "la• ot u.tw.-e" which ooours ween 

·' tbe variation 1• ao great.. lftJlat tn. babi t ta no 11.ore t,han a 

ai.at1a;~&:1 wu.toJ;-mit,7." Tb1a .. -, aee11 or1ptie1 but A. eiplains 

tbat ~,, "~a,~ of. ~t.~" R8 •ans \+ranging out. ot part.ioul&l' 

groups ot ,v.pta, wnioh all . ditttr" troa oaa another more or le-.a." . : ;" ,. ,. / 

Tbe aen~,'10• wb.ioh ueu., to awa .lfp the whole po,fit.ion is one. ,hioh 

sa,a ,that ""°"1t.erable law,. are but, a liai" ef re&l le.•s, wh1oh 
·11a1t ex11ts,onl1 ln o&.ar_deaire." 8 

.• .... Th1• wbo~• d1a,...aa1oll will beoou ol,ar it we unde~1tand 

what A.qana by o•lling·• univel'sal a "babii". Ttlere are, he 
"' "~ _, . ! ... . " ., . -' . . - . 

a.rgu.,s, oert,a1n)i11po11t.1on1 ~t reaponae. to a1tuat1oW3 of a o~rtain 

kind in our ain~s. •~•tbtr it be an aot of will·like telling \he 

truth when a11,ked a q~eat1~n, ·. or the s1apler inst.ino\ive response 

to a. P'l'tepti~ like ~oldtng out. o,u.• hands ,, oat.eh a ball whieb is 

thrown. to: us; in all iqcr:variation• ot t,l'leae s-rt.1outsr response• 

there 11-Q~ d1st.o.r,1on ot,t~~ pai\ern of respoase. These dis

poaitio~s ,.ot re,poas• A. Q&lls "habita" and ibeJ ool'reapond to . 

what, ·.b.@. oalla ~Mnt.al waivel'aals". If we warn to the noft-Jll(tnta.l 

universals found in Sp&at"~and Ttme, we disoover, SJ\YS A., that they 
• -,_.c • 

too are "habits" ot Spaoe.;:,Time; empirioe.l universals like dog or 

7. IiT~ l>•. 12. W~ t~i_i obaoure expr~a~ion means we sh&l l ·see in 
a mo1tent. · · · · 

a. HT." p. 13. · 
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are po•a1ble bee~• Spaoe-Tlae is Ullifora a.ad bena.ves 
"-. •, 

1 f ~~to,f8. on plaos . which ,11ire undistorted bJ ditterenoe or place· 
t. . ' ' . ...,....., : ' , . . 

t '9(1 ti••• Tnus ,bJ speakiq.g ot universals as "habits"• A. wialtes 
.: .: , , tn 

: lt,•t~eaa tbat. tl\ey_ a.re "responses" in Spaoe-Time to a given aet, 
c, .. :/tr --... •. ".c: --~ ·, 

f tt conditions; "Given the appropriate empirical oonditlons,. a 
,, '•!· . ' - - • 

i_ \riangle . or dog aay be drawn anywhere acoording to their universal 

pla11 of oontigllr8t1011." 9 
~ ~ 

A. rejeota Bosaoquet.'s notion ot the "oonorete" universal 

9r.t.he _grt>Unds tbat it mistakes universality tor system; it oo•

~;nes two distinct notions, one being that ot the union of different 

features into a plgn wbiob is realized with modifications in ,, 

individual 1nstanoes, ~ tbe other. tba.t of the union.into a 
i ·• . . . ' . 

17et-e11 of di,tf~rent indi v.lduals in or by ~r u~er auob a plan. 1. 
~•~ • -• C "C• •• •• , 

!b.µs the.relation bet••~~ universal and pe.rt.iq~lar (so A. olaiu), 

b,e.oo,es :for Bosa°'quet. one between a thing and its predicate. lO 

But A ••. aa we bave seen. losiats on the eontrary that tne "universals 
" • r • 

are. habit.a wb1oh are realized only in their exercise. and the 

~xeroise of them varies with the oirownstance". 11 or oourse, 

wbat 1s--a4-.-take in this issue between Bosa.nquet and A., is their 

respeotive views or logie, {and so A.' s ellpbasls on the aotua.l or 
~~" . ' ' - : 

"histori~l 11
). For A. "l:,~io is an empirioal aoiJnoe wh1oh deals 

witb t,be interoo~otioa of isolated port.ions or our knowledge 

(~l\at. is_ ot realit,) ~~ p~sented in propoaitiona.l form." 12 

Ia STD,. A. at\!mpta to express wbat a t1niversal is in 
' "~~ ' 

Space-Tiu terias. He ti,1'ds t.hat every finite possesses universality 
> • -•".,...., .. ,;__ : < 

or identit,y of kind in so tar a.a it adaits without distortion or 
~pet.it.ion in Spaoe-'l'ime, iha.t is, oan undergo ollange of plaoe or 

-" 1 • .' ' •• 

~lrq or both w1,thout alt9~tion1 or oan be repla.oed by sollle other 

tinitEt. Eapir1oal uniV#,l'Sals are ,plans ot oonfiguratlon ot ! . i- t. -
. •• ., STD, vol. I, Bk. 11;1 Ch. rn, pp. 211-214. 

l'O. · •1r;· Bossnquet eo11~s a universal in the m.ind to a habit. 
•c ·• Md so -tar I seem to be repeating his view of the unive1·sal. 
: But. a habit is $t.W81J ngt relatea to its realizations as a 
· thlng'ie 1\s predioa\es. {Ibid., P• 235). .. 

il. HT. p. 12. 

12. STD~ vol I• .k. II,' ch:·~ III, p. 237. ·. 
'·, 
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particulars which a.NJ ideatieal in kiod. !they are essentially 

,, in tbe1r:-aiaplest teNS spatie-teaporal feru or abapes; and thla 

11 at111'11ore obvioual7-vue ot the raoat eoaprebe..1a1ve of all 

·" ufti;yersals. the oategoi-ies tbeuel ves, whiah are "a priori'' plans 

· of configuration. "Universality is thus the naae of the oonatanoy 

ot any existent in Spaoe-Time • • • and this is equivalent, to the 

uniformity ot Space {or what is the same thing. Spaoe-Ttae; ••• In 

a space which is not ttnifora I do not &ff how t.bere oould be 

universals, tor each plan would sutter distortion as it was 

transferred.• 13 : 

We can legitimt.ly speak of universals as 8 subaiat1ng• 

instead of erlstittg, simttt' if.· is tree froa lia1ta.t.1on to one 

p&rticulai- space and time; but if it ta true that "partioul~s 

are -complexes ot Space-Tl.me and belong therefore to the saae order 

as the universals whiob are plans of Spaoe-1'1111''. th.ea "subsistenoe" 

1111st not bt understood tatmply·& neutral being wn1Gb is d1st1not 

from tne worldof Sl)&08-'rlme 

(1J1) Rfl1tign1 

The only reapeotin wblob the oategory of "nlaiion" 

bears·a dlreot relation-to the "h1stor1eit1 of \h1ngs", is in 

that it 1s 'eap1r1.osl 11k.e the Nst. 14 If it ls to be used 

intelligibly. it 11lt1St be experienoed; we oannot say t.bat apaoe and 

tiae are relations between things, tor exuple, till we say what 

relation is 1n exper1e~. "Useless to say that, before- and aft,er 

are relations of ewl\ts. ·· ·of course they ·are, it 7ou are already 

tuiliar with historical ·events._ '!lit the time itself is not a 

relation between the events; the relation ot events ia itself 

experienced as time slipping over fro• before to aft.er. Relatioll 

fs t.he verifiable experience tnat events in experienoe are, in 

experienoe,· linked up wiin one another and exptrieneed so/' l5 

la-.· · ~id,. PP• -214-6. -

14. • •• even so wide & eategoPy as relaiion is empirical like the 
rest. I have never rid ~•lt of the feeling that, like aind 
in otller dayst \t ls used to conjure with, even by the thinkers 
I aost respeo. HT, p. 14. 

15. HT, p. 14. 
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L . Aecord1ng to ~. relation among existents follows troa 

ttJf 4qu~inuity of Spa.oe-Time, which oontinuit.y is primordial and 

given in uperienoe. T~ rel&tion ia as ele•ntary a feature ot 

,.,._ wu.verse ~ t subate.n~ive' things; it aan only be indicated 

)9: the finger as oharaoteristio ot Spaoe-Time or described by 

oonoeptua.l terms which are later in the order of reality th~n 

itself. ·'Emp1r1oa1 relations of Space-Time are themselves spaces 

and times, or &Ni homogeneous w1t.h thei)' terms, made or the same 

atutt. 
Ttiough every ~la.tlo11 is a ti-a.usaction between its teru. 

•t the te.rma e.re,trans~d, theJ enter into a new relation which 

is of· the 89'18 kind a.a. ~ore, .but ditters frOlll 1 t in 'sense' or 

aireot1oa. Primarilt relations are between individual thin.~s; 
. . 

when we speak ot a relat!on in whioh universals enter~ then the 

J·elation is 9nly inc11reo! and througb. the partioulars. ~itrictly. 

there is no relation between the universal ltselt and its particu-
, . {,', 

la.rs; ,;Alriet•f it is more oorreotJy "one between the particulars 
. " . . . ' . ,.~ " . 

,t.heuelves in respect. ot the wiiversal." But the important e~int 

j.a th.et.t, "we sball not o~tuae the relation or subjeot to predicate 

~n ~be ordinary oategorie&l proposition whioh expresses the relation 

of substanoe to attrlbu~ with relations of space and time and 

quantit1 or quality, or t.be like» wbioh are speoif'ioally relational, 

., or express relation a.a ~ucb. No contortions of language. however 
at\ . 

:~o+Ql.1811 successful, w1. 11 overoome the ditterence between an 

.&ttriwte which inheres in its substance and 8. relation like that 
~ . . 

of quantity whioh A9es not inhere and oa.daot therefore be regarded 

as an adJec.tive in. t.be proper 'fg:e." 16 

Relatio.ns are rea; and/objects ot thought; they are in 

~o sense ihe work of milld. And as to whether relations a.re internal ' . . 

·or external. A. ttplies that it all depends on what is meant by 
"'; .· ' 

•1nterna11 .Md "•xterna.1 11
: "Heither of the alternatives ••• is true 

tlthout qualit16at1on or in a valuable sense••• the world consists ot 

!~! STD, vol I. Bk. II, ch·. IV, p. 245. 
1 -
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.. 'ilngs ln their relalio~. ~anoe 'this is the n,~tion whioh is most 

''*oualt denied b7 the ';11eged externality or relations (let us 

~11 it ·the crude exterriality ot relations:, we may reject orude 

lflxternalfty •• ~" l'1 The ·giiestion, in any oase, oeaaes to be or 

tffreat imPortanoe. :1t' 

iim>Jt.apoe. 

A. refuses to regard. substa.noe as a.n outworn noti,~11. He 

. \\'aims that the revolt +1nst;1s led by a misapprehension~ , If' 

,-bstanoe meant ,some basis ot the ooherenoe ot things, then ~t would ••e to be rejected, because there is no sucn basis in exper1enoe. 

1 •Ilt "if it means the aot11al ·coherency among events which we know 
1 ~ a thing, you may expel "1 t it you ohoose·, 'tamen usque reou1·ret'" 18 

·.1Ll substance really means, therefore, ls that in the spatio-teaporal 

'. l~rld ot things there ar'• groupings ot oharacter·a which retain their 

~£terns in the shifts and changes of prooess. "W~ cannot d~ with 

'fess, and wt.t do not want ~ore. Suob a category 1s historical both 

hoa.use it is verifiable in ta.ct, and be08Use it is itself, a.a all 

~\egories must be, a moving pa.ttern ot things, caught up in the 

\ternal unrest. Asslgne~ 'to the mind, it is turned into a aystery •• n19 

Thus• substance (and other categories a.s well)are patterns 

found in things. "We do nJt teel our ID.ind to be a substance, but 
. S l . . 

our expe·r1ence ot our owa coherence ot various processes is how we 

bow substance in a glarihg instanoe. .3ubsta.noe and causality and 

t oontinulty are not notiqlui drawn troa the void of our invention and 
{.. ~- .. . '.-

', found to be applioable or. not to the worid of things, but got from 
. . . ~~ 

t.he w·orld ot thf,rgs and •?at easily from ourselves." 20 
t,-41.i~ . ~ 

Again in STD, 'ht," tries to show what substance is in terms 

ot Spaoe-Tue, r1nd I ~hould like to quote the f'ollow1ng passages to 

17 • . ibid·-· P• 251. 4:- .• , 

18. it. p. 14. 

19. HT, p. 14. 

20. HT,'p. 25. 
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:& .... &:lo• )1' ,»rqpM~ ;-~. '~~ -tbia:... He explains tbat. "All 
., '"--JI•~~\•,, .t,M,l:Ag, .oo,.pl~if», ot spac1e-tiae ~ subat.anoes, beoau.se 

itport.ien,.ot ~ 11 ,J,e~poral or -~s in \be theatre. of .suooession ••• 

1'~0~• •~~~ •~• :a,~ d~t1o,aa are not., tbems•lves substanoea 
, ✓ 

,117lif: au.ba_t.aaoe •n a ~1~ anterior t.o tbea and applied to tbe•; 

·!-~~~• Spaoe-Tiae -11\.•~a\ it is, t.nd ever1 space 1a a d':119&\ion 

:·p,1 1e,vtr1 dura~ioG aQ ex\eU1o~ in apaoe •. substance la a detu-

, pt.1on tf all tll~,wbJoh ~Pl Spaoe,and Ttme ••••• an, 

f tpf t.•~~ is a au~st.ance )!,! tbis aoeouat of ._ Ule aat, t.er. ". A t,b1ng 

f g,,,oap~~ 1ubstance .ish~oont.our .ot apace (i.e. a volwae _with a 

, 1111~) w.1tbia ~b~ob t~ plaa the. motioaa correlated :'Lo tbe 

pl
1
1~ie_s of tpe tbi0&; -~ the ooapl,ex. substaooe ot thing 1a the 

_ wstat.noe µi. tl• o,t t~ls apa.t1&l .oonimu- wit.b _1\s defining 

r .\ions •. , •• Wit.bin t.he oent.c»ur t.he qualities $.re grouped together ' . ' -

C lt"•rdill& t•. tao law_ ,ot .i~ 00J1at.rt1ot.ion of tbe sub~tanoe ••• As 

~ _ 140ves ,n t.be su~s_t~ aa, obaa&e in 1 ts ob.araotera or in the 

,: ~lation '?f thea eae t.o -~ otber but a1,a1s wit.bia the i1■1t.a set 

g},be .l~• o, 1~ oonat~otion." 21 Xllen is •~ob ao.re to be said 

M<",lt al.lbat.&ACft. bu~.• ~v• suttioien\ly tadioat.ed the "historical" 

tJ•••t• ln tbe aat.egor1.~tJ1d that is all we med bere. 
q~ 

c,, Causal1lY. -
E,;:, 

i· 
"•' 

I COQS1d•r A. '•t.,t..reat,aent of oau~lity to Qe tbe 8'QSt 
. , . '-. ·_.J;''. . . . ' . ' 

\~port.e.Qt. t.biag ~n bia treatment ot the categories, because it lies 

at the baok ot b~• whol•_~a,t.bod. o( philosophy. through its 1apl1-

!f't.1pna tor Qtloe••i tJ}~f tact.. aad illust.rates admirably how tar 

,~91. "bist.or.ioJll" met.bod ,t pn1loaopbJ (i.e •• the pbilosoph)' that 

Rf&rs. in aiod tbe "b1stoi-1oit.J of things") takes bia. 
\-1-. , ' • • -,., · .. %. .. , 

. 3 ,_: _ . . At.oa1o phy~ioshJlaiu (or rather alai111td in A.' s da,) t.o 

tu.,.ve abatt.ered the_not.iort1 pf "oauae". But ordiQarJ pbys1os bad 
c' •- •• • •, :J: • ~~j~•. ,_. f • > 

~N&dl •~t.t,•"o,tllt ~o~~on t-bat tbe causal law AS fixed aod 
. umvenu~l in its ~ture;: it was recognized to be a generality rather 

; ,,;, . .;!'. ~'. ..·, <' • { • ' • ; • - • • •• 

:-· ttl I STD. vol. I~ Bk~ II, Ch'. ·vt, pp. 269-210. 
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61 •. f-- a law ta .tJla atrtot, aenae. and the n.ot.toaa of neoesslty and 

; • foroe bad beea Anltatttd bf Rue. But A. thinks that !lwle 

•t too tar and left t.blf•orld ln ao at.ollio obaoa; be bet.rayed 
•,"' ·~· . 

, lie aeal' in his break-dota over volition, for Ile argued that there 

\: w aot.btng 1.n t.be paa••• froa a ptll'poae to 1ta exeout.ton by the 

,. W11J llabs t,o tnd1oat.e{ .. e ooapu.lsioa of neoesatty. A.' a ~ply 

h t.nts (a reply whtoh i•=· tor b1a t.be foundation of bis own new 

ot oaaaalitJ) 1• "lor 1~, there; but be forgot, that• bave direot, 

. txpar1enoe of t.be pasaagt:j and it is this tPaDSitioa whiob. is all 

Mat oauaalit.7 in t.bia oaae aeana. Tbe lesson t.o be learnt troa 

Mnt.&l oausal1t.J, the aillplest and aost obviows opport.unit.y t.o 

beoo• aaquainted wit.ll'it., is t.bat. bet .. en event.a there is aa 

tnt,1~1 of ooanexlon. afld t,ba,t. lib&\ the tllllU1.rer into oe.uaa.l 

eonnexion · d<Mta 11 to es\flbl1ah t.bta iatiaoy of oonnex1oa, bf 
. ) .. 
1nlud1ag tile leas tat.1•tA eonnextona. Perhaps the notion· ·•o 

aderetood 1s poor and thin and abst.raot. But what att.ePs so 

long as it ta real! Ttlert la a great partMPabtp tn wbleh events 

and grou})II of Ulea extat.},'but. only eertain of the partners deal 

dtrMil1 with eaob other, and the one ts called oauae and tbe other 

etteot."· 22 Thus aa we aw tn the previous ebapter already, the 

••eeaaary• is just. a llON tnt1aat.e branoh or oont.ingent relations. 

Huae bad dented "aeoeaaltt' altoget.her; A. reoognised that it was 

t.llere, ·· bu, t• ft8 only U.re as aotual coaneottoa, not u ooapulsion 

in the oormeoitoa. " .c 

Of OOIU'M, this refdat1on of RWIII turns on the distinction 

between "enjoyunt" and •oaatru.platlon". ·ror when•• look at. oon

teaplat.ed obJeots only, then oauaality and neoesatt.J seea to be 

undtaooverable exoept as wd.tora aequenoe, and ao far HdJle would 

see• to be right.. But••• turn t.o our own ainda in the experience 

ot willing, t.ben, as we aaw in A.'s refutation of RUM 1a arg11ment, 

we tlnd ooatr1Dll1t.y in auooesaion and t.be out.eoae of the final proeess 

fr011 its anteoedent. This is the enjoJ118nt of what we afterwards .. 

tall power or aeeesait.1.f "Wilen ff return with this experienee to 

22. HT, P• 17. 
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l ~i oaualit7, • cait now am easily dlSOOY8r ln oontem.plated 

lwnts the sw ,._tm•i~{·oontintiity in definite order ot 

.. .._,ession, the oont1.m.?sequenae ot ttie falling ot the obianey 
; ln·tM tilowtrrg of the wtad~• a Thu a oerta1n enjoyed experienoe 

i tlables · us the ·more eastlf .to discover in external things a 

· tlraraoter whiolt we call &steal oat1sa.lity, and we oan then go 

' Met and oall that enjoytl<t :experienoe causality also. And "tt is . 
r~ aotori0tts ttlat we do thus use our intern&l e.nd external experience 
f 
t t.o re1ntoroe ·and elaotdai. eaoh other. eonsequently, tt we have 
f 

· iide an tapertect or err-'eous analysis of the extern&l. relation, 

fe transter tbts error t6 ·our ainda. Hume's error has been pointed 

iat, when he cr1t1e1sed the d()(ft,rine et. Leete that we most easily 

experience oausa11tJ or dower bJ observing the action of our wills 

" al-t.ber upon· ·our bodies of;the oourse ot our ideas. He supposed 

· · t.bat beoause ·we do not. dow the aoveunts in our nerves whtob 
·r :i , 

interaedlat.e bet.ween our'wills and our aots, we cannot therefore be 

a-.re·ot oausality, Oftrloottng this very experience of intern&l 

pNOesa which Locke bad t\-1ed aost im.perfeot.ly to describe. RUlle 

looked toi- a oontemplatetf ·object, where his attention had been directed 

t'o' an ·enjoyment; and ootliliqu.ent.ly he could ttnd in aental action 

onl.7 the saae aequenoe d(be found in oontemplated objects."·2 4 

And tt • agaid~\,xpress this oategoJT in tens of Spaoe

ft•, then we aee that oatisation is the "oont1nuit7 of existents 

wttbiu oontinuous Spaoe--"n.ae as subsisting between aubatanoes, wh1oh 

an tbnselvea •otions oi-'i,groups of motions." 25 

Causality ls nothing less than this fundamental reiat1on 

between substaaoe; but. 1t;-ls also nothing more. le ee.n ttnd no words 

to describe soat.hing so elelllentaryas this ·pr1a1t1ve crude relation 

exoept we borrow fro• pettoular instances or it suoh ss &re implied 

bJ •transtormatfon" or "t)ISsing into" or other such language~ 26 

Orit1aa ~ve cH•erted attent.1on froa t.he nature ot o8Wlalifwy'itself 

23& 24. 
1-' ,' 

25. 
26. 

"!be Me\bod of KetapbJsios; and the Categories", op. 
eit. pp. 12-3. 

STD, vol I, Bk. II, Ch. IV B, p. 284. 

STD, vol r. Bk, II, Ch. vr B, p. 281. 
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'• \p,. ~ Jl&t~ of .t.tie . oOQll\\~ioaa ~- whiob •• oan suooeed 1D 

4'aoov•~ing.8$18al la•; iiAAere .is no event whioh 1a repeated. and 

i}, Ult oonqeption ot. oau•IiiJr wbiob 1a notJuQS but t.be repet,1-\-ion ot 

~ ~.r of eveata would indeed •·useless. Ttle. t.ruth is tJaat. wf thou.t 

npet.ition we should not ··cttsoover the laws, and that at best owing 

lo the great ooaplexi tJ cit things and the great distance of aotual 

npe\ition troa lllll'4t repet,1tioa,. • oan only nope tor approxiations 

t.q oertaint.y .. 27 · 

Tb11a tbent 1s ao, ~~ t.o suppose Umi At.oaio Pa,atos 

bas aat.t-ered tJle, -tion tf OfMIU, aooo.rding t.o A., beoau.se ~1 that 

•• .. 01 ~ iaan aetual 111t,111act1 ot ooooeotion. and 1t, is 

ctl.f tioul t. \o see now t.b1,. GOD08J>~1oa 99Yld be diapeued with. 

e.i-t. ,-of, the business ot solenoe in its searoh tor oauses 1s to 

disoover what, ~eoiae ~"", are . oooneot,ed wit.h what preoia affects. 

"Tbe .~ lllAJ bet,·~ ~t, Jnt1nii.& diff1-1lt,1 and aay at beat la4 e . . 
onlJ ~- _pr~U propoa1JJona. '.The rules ot the logic of disoover7 

ar11 "~ ot prooodure, i"n .t.bi~ questt. Where the oau.sal oonnen,on 

oaa be ie•Labliahe<l. it 1.a ;done .bJ an elaborate aaohinery of negative 
" . ' . ,;, , ~ . .,, .,, ·.. ' ' ' ' 

1n.at.aoces,.:"by Jlh1oh t,~ .-•• 1a oarro•d down so as to oookia 

qJµJ SG, flll10b as 1a rel•ve•\: to ·•t.be etteot." 28 

W. aay-her• ~ -leave ot t,be categories. To reoapltulate, 
" . . . ., '." . 

~1. ~, t.be penat11ve t~~ures of the experienoed. world; ,verything 

~bit.a oat.ogorial ,.featUNs. . "'l'o .. tJle queat.1on .whfather t.beN, are 
. . . . ,. " ' 

p\vil~pd or .. "a pr1or1" parts, of experience, t.he aoswer tb.ereton 

1;s ._\hai_ \ber.• '.~•. fo ~ questioa wbatber Ula~• privileged 

•l••a\.,, an due to the aind... the answe.r is that they are not. 

On the oont.rary the ~t•priaa. e11t.er iat.~ Iliad as t.hel ent.er into 

ill8 oo!Mf~itution of ev•~~ng ,else ••• To \be quest.ion wbether the 

~a ~10,1" obllraptera ot ~~ wo~ld are derived in some maimer rroa 
' . . . ... . -

~r1e.,, ot Utings or~ pr~dial and ultimate. the answer 1s 

primordial;. . they. do not: c,ou int.o bein& ot.aerwiae than as all things 

27. · Ibid, p. 29-4. 
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.. iAto being and M08ilN tilings OOM into bet~. All tbinga 

1
' liie:'tnto Nlhg end9Wd ftth tbe tategories and wtt.b all of them. 

I !ley are the detera1nat1•' of sl 1 things whtob &rise Iii thin Sp&M

. the, wbtoh ia t.he matrt~fer thtnga, "the nurse ot beooaing". " 
29 

'f)' 

~,t) Comraeg\. 

The weat.ness or A.'s trea.t•nt or tbe eat.egoriee 11••• 

\'i. seen to me, in his attempted exprenioa or th .. in t.eru.of 

'paoe-flme. · It aust be &daitt.ed t,llat Ile doea tbia f&irlJ well 

~I &11 talking here tJf Ute eategorie1 about Wb1oh I have spokea 

it• the prenous pages).··. But nevertheless, if we cannot aooept t.he 

\de& of a aat.rix of Spsea-flae, then muoh of A.' s ingenui t7 has been 

wasted. 

' 
But leaving ibis aside, bis posit.ion as to universals 

• t·.~ 

_Js olear \f a little t~~if•~•pi~, when he argues that universals 

,.,-e onlJ possible in a "11,torait7 ot Spaoe-Time. If this last 
~ ,,, 

~rtion would be true. then the reJect.1on of the matrix Space-
,;-::,_,_. ·. 

.Jiu aight oa.rr1 with it tbe oollapae ot all A.'s position on 
~}. -~ 

twu:versals, (assuai~ it ~q be oorreot. tba.t we oannot reall7 talk 

,of a un1tora1ty ot Space, .,.,and Time on the relational view, where 
. •• l 

,$paoe and Time are aerely relations bet.ween things); but I do not 

think that it is true. aqp so A.'s view of universals need not 
~]!>" ..... 

qoapletely be rejeoted. 1n f&.et, if we subtraot the notion of a 

matrix of Spaoe-Ti11e and.the neoeasitJ of a unitoraitJ ot Spaoe-Ti•, 
t} . 

J think we will find tbat A. 1s position has mob in oonon with that 

of Whitehead. 

I think that the same remarks oan be said of bis view of 
1 ~j ~~ . 

.relation. I a not oonvf.:noed th.at a relation in Space and Tiae 111.tst 

itself be made ot Space &Dd Time; this theory does not oontora with 

.ordinary ooaon usage. It is possible but not likely. 
"1. ·,,. ' ,; "' 

And as regards~~sality, I think A. has taken Huae too 

aeri_ously. If we look at the matter squarely, we will see that ~11 
,_ , .: . . 

that Hume bas shown is tbat it is ditticult to def'ine t,he dqa1nant. 
~- -

~oharaoter1st1o of oausalit7; he sbowd that causal neoe&.Sity was 
I • . 

29. STD, vol I, Bk. II, Ch. IX, pp. 330-1 

~ 



♦ 

- -

·, ' 
~ '. 

:c 

., l 

f t 

" < 
J 

.,;\J'iJ cL:r .'L(H, 

- --; ~: t" -;, • 1- •,.,: ·• ;.. sri00 

• • i f" • . ::rlT 

;J 

.' i .. ' 

t 

. ~\ ... -· 

.,[~ i 

·,t 

t j. 

:..: :: } !. ' 

·.: .} .JJ ;-L 

;; ; • ~l. 

, i '( 

• r 
l. 

~ f ' , .c,11 

. . ) t \_J . , 

r f '· ,J .•. 

• l -::_1f'· 

l .,. ) 
~ .. t 

ll .. \ i_?ri_; ll t 

1\ f 4 

... •:_:,v 

1. . l 

\~ .....,1 ·\~. 

r- .,; r:-;::t!~ 

1 d ;-
: I ,l.:C J_:i.J:l 

t ', ,,v .L1u 

'i ,- :. ;'% ;fo _., ·,:._(" 

r .. 
} . '· 1 ·_:.; , !- ' ~· 

{ ~ t '} ._i ~.;, lr!J 

. rt .J:o 

r, •:.Ji~;:} 

':1·'"·: ..:";i; ;1j T 

, .-r 

\ .J ,, 

, .. .f;r-f ;;~1.; 

1: ~'._J ._,; ~-; r .,,, -.:, ~ 

.. ~- ~ ( 
if. ~ C 

('' ~ : t ( •' ~.,. ~j {~ 

L ., 

>; ! '._,1.; , •. ( .J ' •• • ·• 1 i l J ; -.. : J l ; ~ ; f) 

·--·-·--··-·----------
.n~) t --· r .}it, - lcv r•· •I.,.-· 

~ ~ •, 
,:)(' 

.... ..i. 

65. 

of a type that did not oontora witb an, suoh neoessity as phJsioal 
0.:: . . , · ... · ·. . .• ' . . ' ; . ' 
ooapuls1on, and he therefore rejected it. A. e.daita that the 

• : : ·• . :'! •. . -i (. ,! ·,. ~ .' • •• • -~ • : ~ 

usual view of causal ~•it7 does not oonform with MY. suoh neo-
- ~n·· -. · ,?. . • l i-i - ~ 

,asity as tbis, but asserts that that only aea.ns that the usual view 
' ~ :", ' . 

y of causal necessity aust~be. given up. Causal neoessitJ JRUst there-
ri . . . UJ':\. . . . 

tore aean merel7 a aore intimate type ot oontlngent relation. But 

\~~ely we Jl&1 ~rge, it. is·~ ~bvi.ous that. the taot that we '1N unable 

to define our usual vie• of oau~ necessity in other tern need 
f~ • • " • ~ • • , • • • 

not aean that there is no suoh thing in our ex.perien• on the 
t . ' ' , , . 

eontre.ry. 1 t aay s·iaply mtu tbat. owsal neoessi t.y is one of 1 ts 

kind, a tact to be aooe.pt~~, with "nat.ural piety"'; in which case 

botb Huae and A. would ~"·wrong. ' 
r: , i) 

le have ao• o._.to tne end of PART OME of the thesis. 

ln ihe paat, pagea., I ha.-.1at.tupied to give a little sketob of 

soae ot the main points la the utapbysioal system ot S811Uel 

Alexander, in order to illustrate what fo~be emphasis on process 
I 

and on the aotual (wb1oh constitute tbose oharaoteristios the 

possession of which makes a thing "b1stor1oal": takes in his 

thought. To SWI up, to recognise the "historicity of things" is 

toHtake Time seriously" in our description of.the universe, and 

\h\s llll,s two oonseqttenoe11-. 

(a) · e.apbaals 11W1t.:be laid oa proeua as opposed to tbe 

stationary. and . 

(b: eapbasia 1111st. :be laid oa the aot.ual or concrete, as 
.• ' --~ ;: ' ":;:, :,'.~' . 

opposed to the neoeaaar,~ r ~ 
' . . ,. ~ ' -i -- i. ; ~' - • 

(a) If eapbaais ut1 tie laid on prooeas, then "eternity" OBDnot 
~ .. i .. 

'-
mean tiulesanesa, bt.lt. ~ indioat.a tbtngs tNe troa the lapse ot 

.-~ t , 

t.ime, namely tbe oat,egortu. wnteh are bl-ut.e taota to be uoept.ed 
~ -." ;~ ' .;: 

w1 t.h "natural pietJ"; U. idea ot a Creator• out.st de the world met 

be abandoned, and the world. recognised as selt-oreative, and God 

aust be regarded as emerging with the world; novelty becomes the 

essence of the world ot tilings, and it is uniformity that oalls tor 

explanation; there 1s an eaergenoe ot novel obara'1ters in things; 

freedom 1s our oonsoiousness that we choose and ot what we are 

I 
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ohoosing; deterainiaa ia 10-.tbeor1 about the nature of the actual 
~?::·-

prooess that has the evidenoe on its side; finally, that determinisa 

would not mean predieta~itt la a world where new qualities emerge. 

{I>) If eapbaais JIUS!De laid on the actual, then the utbod of 
~•~, - . 

pbilosophf aust be eap1rjc,al and concrete; the neeessary beooaes 

UNlJ a speoi.al part, of':-'1the contingent; the oat.egortes must be 

jougbt tn 'the actual, in .·the pervasive featlll'es of &otttal things; 

"laws of nature• beooiae *eompendious descriptions" but. w1 th a basts 

to the aottl&l - they are ·,-,re than arbitrary generalizat1ol18 but 

iess than independent realities; substance beoo•s a pattern found 

in things - it means aot.ual ooherenoy; relation is the verifiable . 
experience that event.a ta 'experlenoe are, in experience, linked up 

with one another, and experience~ se; causality becomes aerely a 

aore intimate type of aot,ual oontingenoy. 30 

30. Besides this oentral-theme, HT oontains the tollctnng 
subsidiary itieaes. upon soae ot whioh I have not. "11obed 
in an, detail in-, sk,toh:-

1. a. 

3. ,. 

The oategories as applied to electrons. 
Tbe uauferenoes of oharaot.ers. valid and invalid. from 

one part of reality t.o anpther e.g. org&nift or 
boliu, erueJ)len\, •value or lhe salistaotion of 
desire, ana·tbe ap~a.11ng to our experienoe of our
aelvea tor.~ ooilfiration of the oategoriea. 

In the lntrodiotion, he sbows the sources ot this~• 
attiiude to~btatory due te "taking Tie seriou111. " 

In the oonolua1r section, he generalizts &bout hl;tory 
• u the bru . veaesa 1n t.bi~ and aathematiea as 

the art1t1;t. oonstruetlon built on this givenness. 
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-QlW1SJt· .-· fl. : .: •HUMAN · HISTORY". 

». QAt Pro011s Nld:IWMA,H11tor1, 
' e '.\ - • 

The whole of tbe previous part of this thesis has been 

f aa elucidation of the ooritept.ion that the total real 1 ty. the world 
t 
_ lad' everything in 1\, 1.a:~1 hlstttrieal process, and we explained that 

· \t:was a btetqrical :reall\y both because 1t was a prooess (lotion 

; htt primary; qualiti'es etlle1-ged in it; its essence was nthe advance 

- \cto novelty•; and be~' it was oonorete or actual (it was given 

w·a whole 1n inttiit.ion;':tt:1 qualities were to be aooepted with 

"n&t,ural piety"; and·t.betetwas,.no B!1 (or fa.ct or logio1 or m.1ght 

a1>011t it.) We mat now ilk ourseives the question, given that the 

\ot&lity of' thioga·ia~htstorloal la the sense that it ts an aotua.l 

proofts, wh&1/:. to s&7,lftrstly, about bu.an history (wh1oh I have 

6al1ed the huu.n historloal reality), and, secondly, about the 

sotence of·blatory (whl.cb~I have 'Oalled History)? we shall be 

IOMerfted to answer these' questions in this chapter and the next. 

The;ttrst prob!lti·we aust consider is this: eat 1s the 

Nl~t.ton between the on. ''process (the total reality ss historioal) 

aad··the bum&n historioaLNality? Is t.he hwlan historical reality 

•rely a Pit\ ot tb.e_one process? 
.l • • _.,~, • ' 

It is very difficult to ru1swer this apparently simple 

question on the,basis of1.•s own statellents. We aust Nl'llea.ber 

tbst froa the point ot view of tbe one process, the history ot 

t.binga is tbat, process b7·ntoh, at oertatn points, "finites assume 

•• empirioal qua,llties -whioh a.re d1stinot1ve of levels of' existence, 

prl11a17 qualities, matter!, ",aecondary qualities, lire, ldnd ••• The 
lttgltnt -et these eaptrioit~qualtttes is llind or oonsoiousness" 1, 

&t'ld·there ts'a nisus towms the emergenoe or still higher qual\ties. 

l. STD, 'lol. Il, Bk. 1IJ:, Cb.X, P• 335 
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la the huaan bistortoal ~~11i1,; therefore. merely the process by 

rwJ;l1oh deit7 and the hi&bft qualities prooeed from the mind? In 
I':: _, ,,. ' ' .,:.,,..-. : •, -

*her •o~~s, ls tQe huM,_~his~orical reality merely a continuation 
. ~ ~--,._ .. 

f ~ "natural history"? T_\!l answer seems to be t,hs.t at any rate, it 

't, not urtlX a part. W)llt this aeans we she.11 .now proceed to 
·'' ~-"'" . 

There is no d~l that A. considers human history a part 
,, . ,-· '·. 

.i et the one process ,11 a flrt&tn ynse, He eonoludes a passage on . ~ 

t.be ubiquity ot Natural Seleption in the world ot things with the 
-~ .... , 

eoaent "If this were so, the history ot life and mind, and we may 

add sooieties1 would not be.so isolated a feature or things BS it 
'-,-; < 

ueu" 2 .And there 1s. 81l l\ftderourrent of suggestion 1n HT that the 

reason wn, we oe.n "sit atihe feet of Ristory" ls that human history 
"-" 

is just a laterappearanol ot soaeth1ng that ooours throughout 

things, that is, it is a 19qtinuation of natural Jrooess. 5 As a 
-. ,j 

•~t.er of fact R.G. Collijlgwood thinks that the merit of A. a.nd ot 

Wblt.ehead is to have brid,,ged the gap between "history" and "nature"; 
.. ·c,,._; 't ;i 

and A. hiaselt sda1 ts tha.t Darwinism (from which he aoni'esses to 

have learnt auob) is "an uuaense,hist?rioal oomprebension", 0a great 

biatorioal Sflltbeais", 1n addition t,o ottering in the notion of 

Hatwa&l Seleotion "a plly&toal law :regulating the historioal 

p:rooessiontt. 4 

(11) Hgral f£0Jl!!Ua 
"'!: .• 

Bu.t A. makes 1t:'4uite olear that the subjeot,-atter of 

H1stor7 (prow) 1s n<>t tfie. whole prooesf! of things, but aerel7 the 

prooeSI of bUM&n t.tdngs!~~~hat ia wbJ we have ·oalled 1 t the mma,Q 

histortoal reality. lhe~ Historians speak about non-bullan process, 

they do 10 only in order \t> bring out aspects ot hum.&n history; 

properl.J, HiatorJ deals ~h oonduot, and oondllot is "not mere 

pbya1oal aetion, but aot-$n wn1oh ooaes tro• a mind". 5 

2. 

3. 

4. 

.,;_, 
.. > 

srn, vol II. Bk. It\; :Ch• II B, p. 55. . 

C.t ... tor exup. le. •we ~ot tel! ~pf!rbapa what the ,electron feels 
1.1- to it.self. For U..t we sbotj1dnhave to be an electron. and 
we oannot, reaeaber ~, 'bal)Jhood. ff.- P• 21. 

- ' . -~ 

Beaut., I p. 202. c'! 

5. Beauty, p. 137. 

.f 

'.! 
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69. 

l, :M~~t, 111-·st.ala -anse implies an order or plan ot 

oonduot, ~"• tlll~ i~.;•~•:. palls a 'moral ide.al'. Tnus A. ·oomes 

to_str,sa tpe. ol~ oo~~iou between morals and the human 
. . .! "' '. ' " - . '': ; ~.;.",·\f: . . . . . . 

bistori~ reali,t1. Aoo~ing t~ him, "the course of morality 
.. , ·-.·._·;:: ~·~- :;.·~~ t+r",~.-~:: ,• · -· 

_,iill ~., 1~µ_nd to repre~•2~, the._ struggle. betweeQ. moral. ideal.s, and 
' • \ ,.- : ,_,. - ' ' ,. • ,>3/·•i'"J'; _.; ~ - - • '· . . ~ 

to,, phenomena _ot the ma1A~en,.noe and gro,t~ Df morality offers 
~ , - . .t· ~ . : ~ ~,.,, I-Z t;_) . - . : . 

parallels _to the history· ~f natural forms.'16 A •. strongly be+ieves 
,,,· · '·•c· '·'·fth . ·· · ! •• ,, ' ' 

in a gro:wtb o! morality.,:a "moral progress" 7; it is possible to 
, ._ .. ; • , . · hi\•I . · · · ':.i' · · : . · ' 

f18.1P.ta~n t.bat mo,rali ty ~f~tantl1 ~dvanoes, but olaim ~hat there 

is yet an ulti~t.~ ide,l. to which all our temporary standards. are 
- . ~,it"J . • 

only ~pp_roximations, though we may indeed never actually a,ttain it. 
' ' ; ~ . 

. .And if ~uc~ an ide¥ Js ~. ,Yalid oonoeption, we can oontemplat.e a 
'. : h -. ._. , • '. ···.; <,) "-·• ' • -. .· ; k 

theo~tica.l st~ at whic~" process will. cease a.lt.Jgether, when the 
- t' . : . . . 

human end bas been ~o.raple,tel1 secured. But .A. goes. still further, 
-· ' ~ f, __ ! • .,,, 

a,n~ asse.;i-ts :fl Pl.f~.tµal Japtu•~nenoe in aorality; according to him, 
, i - • • .,., • : ;t;'.. r, , -- · :. : ~ ... _ · . · 

the • be~t 1 is not,. a fixe,~ .. terminus ad guea beyond which there is no 
' - - ' - ~ ~ •• : ~ : - :, ¼ -~;- . ' :· 

f~thftr. progress. On ti.~ ,contrary he lll;&intaius that "the good is 
.. - • ' " > 

always ultiraa.te._but tha\. owing to the development of human nature, 
; . . , l{ , : . . . 

it is alway~ in motion. !~ere oan therefore be no contrast ot-a 
. ' ' .,.. ·' ',;, ' ,;s.' ,.· . ·. ' . . ' 

'good' and a 'best', but.tonly of a 'good' and a 'better'." 8 
: ~ . ; · · l fl , --t 

6. "Jioiral 0r-d&i- and. ProiffSs; An Analysis of Ethtoal CORceptions" 
by s. Al. ex.ander, Londo.n1 __ Kegan Paul, Treno.h, Trubner and Co., 

. (let·~~ 1889; 4th •d~.1~H: 1~aston 1906), p. -262.: 'fo be 

}~~:~!!'~~ff.!.!~.:: fiM. a~.1- page references are to the 

?. lie s&ya . 11Pl!obably fft would be found at .tl'&e present da.Y to u.in
tain thal the mora;I. law is unprogressive, a.nd has been eternally 

j 
J 
1 

~ 
' 
l 
j 
1 

t 
~ 

· th& _. in the -eb¥101JS·-•ense ot those: words. It ts a pat-t ot the 
creed ot the evolutiol\tst to regard moral oonduot as in the pro-

. · oe• of ♦¥o1vt1on t~oa lower to ~er, tr• less, to aore detini te. 
Even i_ntuitio.nism, the most difficult of all theories to reoonoile 

·· .. -·· :. nth utaal ntai.1•1:+gowth, ls ooapelled to .aoeept the develop
ment of moral ideas as a tao,, while aenying the inoompatibility 
ot, t,he tact -.1th lt& theory;. MOP, p. 284. · ·. 

8. · 110P: · pp. 26S-6. · I ali not surt whether •A. mainta1na this: doctrine 
~fl its cJfti11ls in bis, later years. Laird tells us that already 

· 71J12A. e.1teNd-i'bte;-.te1f8<so oonstderably that he -wanted 
tbe book to. ,die,. _and he_, said so in what 11ay be called an .official 

·. let,te~. He retained. that att,ltude ••• This verdtot~ on the whole 
would seem to be just._ ..... A. remtined an evolutionist in ethlos to 
bis l.ut sapoi.ous breath ••• A. s views about pro~s, about· the 
pl¥• ·&f etMoe ln &' a.oeial biwlas11, · about the suf fl~i•n'1 ot . 
-~~i Sel'f)Otio&, ab~. a at>rl~ equ111briua as the ·arbiter of all 

· val~i aottlo not- aat1~ft- his -lat.er self ••• 1n the fora in wlli·dl he 
·staum tbea.tn b.ie fir.:f\ book." {Memoir pp. 20-1). I oannot welt 

., se,_. any 5k.ed opange {;t.t an, rate a.s i-ega.rds "moral 1>rogress / 
,·, between ~. e early antP 1lste views; still, a Literary Executor's -

1 •.', word, )II.Wit: be acMepted ~ law. But at tbe end of his discussion of 
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(111) 19rfl Progreas ans #isus1 
-~1f:·'. 

:_;{'·•:• 

Tile question 4~~arlses, 111low does the view or aoral 

progress fit in with A. 1,ft;Hew of the eaergenee of higher qualit1es1" 

This question merely re~\s tn different• words the qaest.ton we 

asked before (wbetber buaan blstory is a part of the 1history·or 

th1oga'), but it states th issue more olearly. In order to answer 
Ult present question, -.,111st eX81line more eloael1 the not.ion of 

n1aus. It will be re11embered t.bat •n1aus11 is a n&11e tor \b&\ 

t.endenoy of Space-Time w-1oh oausea it to sweep on to fora ever new 

qualities. Thus it ma, lw said tha.t the history <,f Spaoe-Tiae ls 

the history or the n1susti• And A. maintains that the dJnaaio of this 

n1story is the Darwinlarfi1t0tion of Natura.I Seleotion: 9 The 'bisus" 

therefore progNsses by 4-t.i'le survival of the f1 ttest'. 

The oonneotion ;"l>etween the nisus and ■ol'Bl progress •1 be 

brought out by showing t,Jse· oonneotion between Ooodness and Natural 

Selection. A. rejeots the obarge that Darwinism is iniaioal to 

value; on the contrary,,.. is in tact the history of how values 
!: 

come into existenoe in t.l'.\1iworld of lite•••• the doctrine••• not 

bow types are generated,· 0but ho• they oOB to have value ••• For like 

our hUJ1Bn values, value tn the organism belongs aot to the organ.la 

in itself, but in relation: to the oonditions or 111'e, and aot\ordingly 

a type wbioh can persist·IUflder oertain oondition1 aay be unsuited to 

different ciroU1tSt.anoes •'•• The doctrine or natural seleotion gives 

us t.hus the nawra]. histor, ot ve.lues in the world of lite, and we 

no• see that it suppliesequallJ that history in the world of mlnd."10 . 
The values striotly so-•lled (Beauty, Goodness, and Trutn) are thus 

but the highest instance'ie know ot 11 feature of things whiob ext.ends 

over a mob wider range. ;Goodness may ttttts be said to be the 

cbaraoter ot the perraaMnt, the ~nocesstul type whicn aueoHds. And 

we may the1:1 say that, "tht universe wottks in experience so as to 

secure the survival of good, or rather, that which survives 1n tbe 

8. (Contd. frOll previoua: page) Et.bias a in STD (vol III Bk. III, 
Cb. lXC, p. 286 note) A. says "tor the pnera.l oonoept on ot 
aorality used ia this section oompare KO • (eaph&ais in the last 
sentenoe 1s -, own.) · 

9. Ct espeoiallJ STD, vol II, Bk. III, Ch. II B, pp. 54-5. 
10. STD, vol II, Bk. III, Ch. IX.F, pp. 309-10. 
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long run in the contest establishes its value thereby and is good." 11.'0 
f. ,' ·- . . 
'·.• 

T~ morals IIUSt be treated as one part ot a comprehensive 

view of the un1~rse, in~•hioh· a steady development m&y be observed 

t~oa thelowest to the nighest phenouna, and a development whioh 

follows the law of the survival of the fittest. Moral progress is 
... ,; \ ·• 

thus explained by a struggle between ideals, in which tbe g{')od ideal 
' 1s viotorious. Starting from a single ideal, the struggle of ideals 

leads to.the development of many new ideals whi~h rank together and 

and co-exist with lower ideals akin to stages though whioh the 

former nave historioall1 passed. By following the analogy of 
,·.._ t 

organio developm.ent, we oan obtain a description or what seems to 
' - "'~"l'>' _· 

be tbe course of moral pfogress: ~If ff consider the history of 

animal development, we find that it issues in the end in the 

production or an aniaal species, namely, man himself, which either 

exterminates the other species or turns them to its own uses tor 
' 

too~ and_servioe. To the extinction of the old species by a new 

one corresponds in the region of morality, not thJ destruction ot 

those who have different institutions, but the growth of an ideal 

ot lite whion shall supplant their former ideals, and shall \here

fore oomprehend those different societies of mankind under one 

comprehensive law; and that not merely in the sense that every 
' " .\.. . '. . ~· ~ ,- : ~-' . ; . " 

sooiety should have a siatlar code, but that they should form one 

great society under one 'sin,gle code." 12 
. . ::1 . 

This was A.'s early opinion, when he had not yet oonoeived 
* 

of the eJiergeno1 of deity. But what happens to moral progre·ss, on 

A.'s l~ter view, when defty emerges? A."replies that " ••• It we 

app1y to the new quality of deity what we learn troa the suooession 

of lower emperioal qualities, we conclude by analogy that the 

process by whioh good overooaes evil in the region of the mind ls 

one of the oonditions to, the emergenoe of deity; so far, that is, 

as human endeav~r oontrifutes to the generation of this quality. 

11. Ibid, Bk IV, Ch. III, P• 413. 

12. IIOP~ ·p. 389. 
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72. 

!bu.a goodness or good will is the u.terial on which deity is 

bllilt. and deity is in the line of goodnesa. not or evil." 13 

"It we consider deity ill its relation to its iuedia.tely 

lo•r level ot mental ext~tenoe, we shall thinJ[ of it 'lB equj.valent 

to sou form. ot goodness (that 1s, of peraanen\ mental, not 

a.eoessarily buma.n lite) and sust.ained by otber kinds of unt.a.l 

process, Just as aind is equivalent to certain vit~l processes Bnd 

is sustained by others. Thus the malntenanoe of the life ot 

deity means- also the death or discarding or certain p~rts or its 

basis, that is, certain toras of mental lite." 14 

But this is ambiguous. It could aean either that (1~ 

110ral progress stopped when deity e•rged• io wbioh ea.se it would 

seea that ma.n develops •~rallJ witil the emergence of a race or 
angels, 15 attar wnioh be presumably dies oft or stops progressing 

aorally; or (11) tbat aoral progress ooniinues bllt loses its 

Japortanoe in the sobeae of things, much in the same my as ~n 

ape's values preaWllably progress, even after the eaergenoe ot man 

and llind. There aight t.heo be soaethlng en the level ()f deity to 

oorrespond with "•oral progress", wht\t one aigat oall a "deistioal 

progress". 16 

A. does not, so tar as I know, ~re make the position 

oliar. But, in aa, oase, we 00ttld tent.at.ively swa up our disoussioa 

ot tbe relations between "moral progress" and "nisus". and between 

the one prooess and historical prooess. by saying that~ 

bistor1 !!. indeed a part"''Of the one process: but the Historian is 

oonoerned with it at>\ II a: 'iW\ gt t,qai prooeas, bu\ as exhibiting 

19r1i a,owt.h1 Sumao'lt., SV be wiped out. with t.he eaergenoe of 

deity. or moral progr•s~-, stop. 

But even it m.of'-l progress (or bwaan history) does !!Q.k 

end w1 t.h tb.e eaergenoe ot dei t1, in any oa.se, a oorrespondin&lJ 

higher type of value 9118i-gea and aoral progress loses its importance. 

13. STD. Vol. II, Bk. IV, Ch. III, pp. 413-4 

14. 4b14,, P• 415. 

15. But not a race ot •s~per•n•;_ ct. Ib1d8 , pp. 418-9. 

16. er. however, Ibid •• p. 416. • 
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lae.n bistory.is-tJlerefolN!t;a part of tile history of things, .!a 

, .. g •!JU!!h but in_ anotner sense. as st.yg1ed bi the Histori1na it 

ta not pm'\· of tbe history of things (at any rate, not studied as 
• 

such). Thia 1s tile interp:rat.ati{)ll ot A.' s view of the relation 

. betne& hwlan history ~~he "bi•tory" of things that I ofter; 

iut, I JIUSt stress that tt;, is mr,lY an interpretation, because A .• 

ta nownore:explioit, oa the-point. 

(1y · The k1111,1 of Pas~ '8d. Future Stages, 

The qu.estioa Ls so11et.iua asked: in what sense are pa.st 

and future time real? A. th1Bka that this difficulty is only 

apparent, and &rites from.t,aking reality.a.a synonymous witb present 

OJI aetual existenoe; ~\. objects A., past time ttdoes not exist 

oow, but. it did exiat tnon. and its reality is to bave existed 

tben". 17 The sau appl1•s to future tiae. The objection thus 

falls to take !iae,aertouely. 
A •. givea t.be .,. type of answer when replying to t.he 

objeotion tbat aots done •coordiug io an 9lder aoral oode a.re not 

Nally good. He replies that "t.o be good is to be ~ood, and thougb 

Ule goodness of one age.-,,be interior to the goodness ot another 

•• and soe part. ot goodness may lapse into evil, what is good 

onoe, like 1lbat. is t.rutl).,reuins good or true tor the olroumstanoes 

wider which 1 t. was good or tnte-." 18 

(v) 
. . ;,;.,;~' 

The :,naoe ot Histo,a. 

It 1a o°"8onll', 't,hought that tho min job of a "philo·sophJ 

of history" is to describe the ttshape" of-human hist.ory:. "does 

Ru.man histor1 progress in a straight line?"• "a.re there oyole~ 1n 

hiatoey?", and suoh kindred ~st.ions; tnese are thought by some 

t.o be the aoat·iJaPort&nt.· cJeo1a1ona the philosopher of human history 

:l'l. STOt vol. I,. Bk. It Ch. II, p. 71; ot also STD, vol. II, 
Bk. I I, Ch. v, P• 1 ?. 

:)a. STDt Vol. II, Vk. II_I, Ch. I_x ct P• 282; of also MOP, p. 2921 
:.. ~ But. '! bougb. goodneaa\doea O.O\ dif1er 111 degree. it. -, differ . n 

largeaeu or.,sreataeaa •••••• u1,totle1s exi,.aple was the ltt.t.le 
.. vase whioh a generous man would give to a ohild, while be would 

,: · give a aore splendid gift to an older person ••• ", Beauty, p. 261. 
" 
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oan make. WbeUlar this oouon belier is true we leave for later 

d1aousaion to deoide. Btl4 A. too suggests that hull8D hiotory has 

a deterainat.• sb&pe. t::; 
' ,· ~r 

Be rejeots t.he.,.14ea of a 07ole in human histor1; "bistory, 

like morality never repeat.a itself.~ 19 Neither ia the main oourse 

ot proareas linear, o.r ia,one continuous direction. But, on tbe 

other band, "the eoaparia~n of history to a spiral applies to moral 

ideals aa well as 1t doea to all hwaa.n developaent.n 20 Human 

aistor-1 ooas~tly seeu to Nvert to a toner ty.r»; but the reYersion 

is only app&nu1i. 7;bo new type .resembles t.he old, but is a.ands at 

a higher level; it runs a course parallel to the line of develop-

aent of the fol'Ur i1pe, lilt 1t always preserves its essential 

differences. "the atre• o.t history •. like the st. Gothard tunnel, 

pertoru the se.-1Qg}.y,ilaposs1ble teat of not 11erely reJ1011nt.ing 

to the region whenoe it began, but to one vertioally above." 21 

It is poaa1ble, 'that A. considers the shape ot the 

"history ot tnings"as spiral too. A note in his first work suggests 

that the phenomenon of sp11~1 oyolea oocurs in the organic world. 22 

But A. does not dffelop this line of thought anywhere, and the only 

thing that oan safely be aeJ.d is that he bolds that the history of 

the world is no~ 07011081. -~ 

The total real.tty as historical is 2ne prooess, or as 

A. puts it, time is one-dlaensional. Dreu-time an~ story-time too 

t~ll within this oae prooeaa; however, like universals, they have 

no deterDlinate date. Nor oan it be argued th&t sinoe Time 1s in

finite every type of ex.1at.enoe IIU8t have existed in the past. 'rhis 

argument involves a mistake ab!)tlt infinity: "the infinite series 

of negative nwnbers wbioh. ends at -1 does not include t.he numbers 

O and 1 ••• " 23• Again, tbe s.rguunt conceives ot Time as given 

all at. onoe as it it were,a line. 24 

19. iOP, P• 215. 

20. IOP, P• 385. 

21. YOP, p., 385. A. givea uaaplos troa the history ot philosophy, 
and tne fiiater1 ot politioal ideas. 

22. IOP, P• 386. 

22 & 24. STD, vol. II, Bk. III, Suppleaentary .Note to Ch. X, p. 337. 
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75. 

The same reali\J ot Time wbioh has evolved the various 

forms ot finite existe• 1eaves roo• tor still higher births. 

thus"••• there is no gr•d tor tbe doctrine of oyclioal periods 

~t the ~orld's history, i ~taolysm toilowed b7 a fresh beginning, 
· · lrr: 

such as are supposed by·&ny philosophies, from Rerao11tus and 

Zarathustra and the Stoios down to Nietzsche. On the contrary, 

the notio~ of a fresh beginning vaguely assW1es the finitude of 

Time, whioh in reality he.a. no beginning, or begins at each 11oae■t 

indifferentl7. Real Ti• hints, by analogy with the pBst, at the 

movement torwards higher;eapirioal qualities of existence." 25 
:V 

C vi) 1,1 · Qtaal itif s 111 IJJYP flis\orx, 

In the S8Jl8 wa1 as there ooours in the one process the 

emergence of new qualities. so in hull.an history there is a corres

ponding grnth ot new levels in human conduct; but the growth in 

buaan histor1 is so continuous that the moments where distinct 

ohanges seem to ooour are only those where the modifioatlons have 

so acoWlllllated as to bee~ distinct or very marked. However, in 
'.•~ •< 

spite of this close continuity, moral history seems to be perpetuallJ 

making fresh starts as ainktnd, bending under the burden of their 

inequalities, relieve themselves by their readjustment which 

introduces siaplioity and order. 26 

But though morality grows by certain and intelligible 

laws, the development depends on the creation of new sentiments 

which cannot be forecast in detail. For example "though all the 

conditions whiob produced the Christian koralit1 were present, and 

determined it with the aoouraoy of natural law, who could hR.ve 
,, 

predicted the "little more" germinating in the minds or men, which, 

when it cue to light, waa to ohan~_the face or society? Just as, 

according to the famous ~ing, you oannot know a her~ till he appears, . . ,. ~-..,' , 

aeither ou a aoral dev•lopant be known. unt-11 by the progress or 
ebaraoter it ia already aoooapl1ahed." 27 

25. Jbif•• p. 338. It should in addition be mentioned that in 
. M: . __ • ol)lloei ved t.lle growth or morality to be a growth in the 

·, in the ooaprehensiYeneas of the moral ideal. (MOP, p. 389; of also 
STD, vol. II, Bk, III, Oh. IX C, p. 282). This view seems to have 
auoh in 00111100 with Smuts' view of Holism in politics. 
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76. 

ihen we disOtJned the eaergence of qualities. we saw 

aiailarl1 that." oould .-t, pred1ot a new quality until we saw 
~,-::"· ':;. 

one. The reason botb 1~:J•• eurgenoe ot qual 1 ties and in the 
H;.,r-, 

obaap ot aoralitJ is t.~l!faae: both the total r.Jallty and 

buman htstorJ are Qistoclr,i.e.nd therefore gro~ing things. Thus 
/ 

t.be deeper juatitioation,;;fpr the unpredictability ot moral develop-
.. .~'.•• •. 

•nt. is tbat "human oat··: 1s a growing thing. and witb. the lapse -- -
.of t.1• m.a, Uu'01' up oew, enaraoters which can onl7 be mown \9 

h1a wbo uperienoes t.bea." 28 

Tb.us to an oi>server 1n Franoe in the eighteenth century 

it. aigbt have been plain .. ~bat. soae. revolution and reoonst.ruot1on 

ns 1nev1t.a.ble. He aigbt,1 wit.h SN,tt1o1eut knowledge have oaloulated 

it in the raeohanioal and pbJsiologioal terms of the actors; but lle 

oould not prediot. that t.l\eae movements meant tor the actors the 

•• idea of deaoorat1o tteedoa. 

Another res pee~ .in which the di tterent levels in the 

"his_tory ot things". {that. is, the di!terent qualities) and the 

different levels in the developaent of morality resemble ea.oh 

other, is that in bo\h th& new level is distinctive, Thus we 

aust be oareful in extending the oharaot.ers of a later level to 

an earlier level or vi08-¥'9rsa, not to take a thicg either for 

-.ore than it 1s worth. or to take a tbiog tor less than 1t is 

worth. In HT, A. sa,s t.tMlt "we inevitably think of the earlier 

in the taad.11ar terms ot the lat.er; and this is leg1 tima.te pro

vided t.be later is understood not in its surface character but in 
1 it.a essentials" 29; and be gives as an •~ample of such a legit..iaa.te 

exteulon, t,he appl1-~1on ot oauaality and freedoa to electrons. 

-An exampl• ot an illegitiaate extension ot this sort, this time, 

1n bwaan history. is that of Alexander the Great and Caesar, who 

·are held up nowadays as aensters ot orime tor shedding the blood 

-26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

(Contd. froa prev1oua page) MOP, p. 388. 

(Contd. troa previow, page; MOP, p. 269. 

STD. vol. II, Bk. III. Cb. X, pp. 324-5. 

BT, p. 16. 'c!:: 
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Tl. 

pf lnnoeent people. Aooordiag to A., 1 A judgement ot this kind ••• 

is but a reading of a present ideal into a psst time, and is an 
. . s 

outrage upon the spirit-~- history. Judged by the standard of 

t.h4t1r own ttaes·both men<Nre not shtply great, but performed the 

duty of their positions.• 30 

Again,• aay not extend characters ot a hlgber experienoe 

in the fora in wb1ob we tbow them to a lower order of existenoe, 

exoept on sutt1oient evidence. fffbis," claims A., "is the obvious 

oonolusion fro• the spirit or history wh1on warns us to oonaider 

eaoh stage of history tor itselt: not, tor instance, in spite of 

\he sue nau, to identtt1 the deaooraoy of Athens based upon 

slave labour with the deMoorao7 of tree aen established in 1789 ••• " 31 

A. regards it as a valid transference, however, to transfer certain 

charaoteristioa ot tbe Jlind - its organic character or tendeno7 

to enter into wholes (holtsa), and its •subjeotiva pole" or "enjoy

aent0. Another valid traoaterenae is the attribution of value 

(i.e., the satisfaction of certain desires) to all existences. 32 

Crti) Huw Biatorx agd Jreat, Ven. 

One ot the perennial problems tor an evolutionar7 philo

sophy is th.at of the intluenoe ot great men. 33 Are they the 

oreators ot history and tJle people 11erely ala, in their hands, or 

are great un theaselvea11terel7 necessary produots of their 

generation? 

It" reae11ber A.'1 treatment ot freedom, we shall 

1.aediately see that A. accepts the second alternative: "the 

history ot aoralit7 is a aucoess1oa of beneficent and adorable 

lllusioBS which for men a:re truths" M. We are bound by our environ

aents, and obiefiy, by~ c~ters, our selves: "morality ••• is 

30. KOP, P• 377, or also MOP, p. 569. 

31. HT, P• 19. 

32. A. not only bolds \bis distinct! veness (and so valid and · · 
1BY&lid transterenoet) to be a point or reseablanoe between the 
total reality and human history, but to be a lesson wh1oh ~ilo
sopbJ oan learn troa History. m what sense (if any; this ia 
true, we shall see later on. 

33·. er fot ex~l• the first ~t or Aohad Ha.'am's essa, on ,.Moses"-, 
1n his AJ Peraabat Deraohia·. 

j , 
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properly deJoribed as anadJustaent ot man to his environment, 
. . . . . ' . . , 

and the rules of aoralitJ a.re oontrlvanoes which seoure the per-
. . . . .. \; . . . 

sistenoe of the sooiet1 •. •;fs Therefore, na hero," or great man, . : ' . . ~,,,, . . . 

" is oot a heror to hiasi,-\fj be does •bat society speaking through 

his person requires ot ni•.· But his aotion, whether troa the larger 
.. ,. s,'-;,. ~ 

scope ottered~ hia, or fro• bis om greater gifts of oharaot.er, 

1• larger or 11.ore splendld."·3s 
t"-; . 

Historical and,aoral greatness seem to be independe~t ot 
~ 

one another, and the tact that a historically great man may be 
. ...* 

thought iuoral (e.g., M$~oleon or Bismaro~j s~ems to contradict 

the assertion,that sooietJ acts thrOljgh the great man. But A. 
. ~;~,. .. 

replies,"great men have @Ot been detera1nat1ve of the course ot 
things by their evil•••• but insofar as their work was the 

vehicle Qt larger toroes •• •,•. it is the goodness of great ment 

which count·s ln the ,end ino not their badness." 57 
. ~ ,. 

c n11 > QA•eut.a~ 

(1) We have already pointed out 1n the fir·st chapter that A.' s 

argument identifies prooess and development; we remarked i.W there 

that •e could see no reason tor this identification. Now A. would ., 
probablJ uet this objection by saying that it is foolish to uk 

' 
for reason~; it is a taq\ that process is development. and that is 

f ,·, . 

all that need be said abou~ the matter. And it is certainly an 

undeniable faot that SQ!l.,~rooesaes are developaenti,and sgme 
. 

developaents in hwllan history are moral progresses. But is it true 
~ ' ' " 

that .Ill processes are developaents and a~l developments in human 
,;--·. 

history moral progresses! Is the .[,y!, supposed to be~ empirioal 

generalis~tion or a.n "a priori" assertion? 

But the distinotion between 1ta priori" or neoeasary 
' . I..'.°-~,.:' 

proposttions, and eap1r1~ generalizations falls away on A.'s view. 
~ °"' 

What matters is actual tut. Thus, he sa,s that to assert that all 

de~~lopaents in hwaan history are .!1.91moral progresses is "to t1nd 

some other standard of adYanoe than in the actual aovement which 

3'... (Cont.d. froa trev1._ page) MOP, P• 410. 

55. Be&u\Jj PP• 262--3.·,c "; 

~. -Beauty, pp. 261-2. 
--". ,-:. 

"~ 
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79. 

baa t.aun place, t.o put "'·· "a priori" oonoeption of development 

in plaoe of the tacts. Die Weltgesoh1chte 1st daa Weltger1oht. 
. at " 38 History 1a itself \lie bar/1fh1ob institutions are to be judged. 

Aad the sue sort ot defence seems applicable also tor the assertion 

tbat all prooesaes are developments • 

This defence, then, assumes A.'s rejeotion of necessity 

of taot {and so the depreciation of necessity of logia.) We h8Ve 

already (in obapter tour) denied that there is ar,y need to reject 

neoessit.y in this way. And if this is so, then the distinction 

between empirical generalizations and necessary propositions would 

seem to ooae into toroe again. But it it com.es into toroe age.in, 

tben A.'s assertion of the faot that all prooess 1s development and 

all development in hu•an history is moral progress, ]?eoomes M 

ttpir108l generalization, and so merely more or less probable. 

{2) In aDJ case, contrary to A.'s argument,•• J12.1n 1161'iaal 

usage dist.inguisb between "ls" &.nd 'bught ". Renee A. is unjustified 

in rejecting a standard of advanoe other than actual moveaent as 

"a pr1or1n or arbitrary. A. thinks that to separate development 

in bwaan history and progress, is to judge it to be a progress 

or the reverse according as it. falls in with our own peouliar 

likings. 39 But this is a bare unjustitied.assertion on A.'s part. 

(3) A.'s treat11ent of goodness llUSt suffer from his treatment of 

treedoa. If at every stage in aoral progress we oan look baok and 

say that "the history of aorality is a suooession ot beoetieent and 

adorable 1llt181ons which tor aen are truths", then surely there is 

no sucn thing as goodness: ,All goodness DIUSt be illusory? 

(4) Finally. I think,1Ulat the idea ot a. shape of human history 

;I 

j 
,1 ·i•.j 

• .!] 

is a mistake. Is not thta just a t7pe of linear thinking! Why should ;~ 

there not. be more than ollil line ot advance in both the "history ot 1 

things" and hullan history! But, it this is so, then we oannot strictly il 
speak of .ml!, proeftss as being funduantal, and we then have (more 

reasonably it seems to•> onl1 a multitude of oriss-orossing 

processes, some progressing and developing, others retrogressing. 

The notion of a .2Q1. pr~ (whether of bwlan history, or of things) 

t~n remains merel7 a helpful abstraotion. 

Notes o~ptiaued on page 80. 
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81. 

QBAPTQ SEYB 

c1) artr IA4,@11RAt, 

: "_HISTORY"~ 

In the last obap\er • tried to 1ndioate what con

._queoeea the idea ot tluf totality of things u historical has 

tor tlle hllllaD bistorioal reallt.y. We shall now atteapt to show 

the bearing of this aetapbJsioal theorJ on the soienoe of history 

(wb1cb •• shall oall tOP abort "Htstor,•). Our task will be 

oona1derab17 easier here than int.be l&st chapter, beoause A. 

mat~• a definite and det.a1led statement of bis conception of 

11.s\ory in his last boot, ."Beauty, and other toras of value". 1 

RT ends ott wit.b the paradox that "History can olaia to 

be aistress ot soienoe •• " •• ", but. on the other hand nit mst be 

numbered, however, of Offlll'se, that historioal aciepce is but one 

of the soienoes •blob arise troa the taota and happenings of the 

world.• 2 It 1s plain, therefore, that in order to understand 
• 

History, we J1USt underst.and the nature ot the soienoes and their 

relations to the faets awf happenings of the world • 

le at.art by eXS11intng tbe distinotion bet•en art and 

science. This d1.st1not1oa oan be aeen clearest 1f we oOllp8re fine 

art, and soienoe. low the pursuit of Beauty (that is. "fine art"; 

ts, aeoording to A., the aa\1sfaotion of the impulse to material 

oonatruot1venesa when tbat, 1apulse 1s diverted fros praotioe and 

treats tbe ater1als of 1t.a.oonstruot1on for ttie1r own sa.ke, this 

aod1fioat.1on of the la.pulse being due t.o the adllixture, with the 

sensuous material, ot ele11enta, eabod1ed
0

in the fora ot the work 

of art, which are 1.n1t1ated by the mind itself. These elements 
, 

lite up the sensuous •t.erials given for the artist. to work upon 

·tnto the oond1tten of being ceateaplated tor theJaHlvea • 

.Bat tn tbe pursuit of Truth, wbieh ts ao1.enoe, the 

·tapulst leading to the discovery of Truth is that of curiosity when 

,-1. Pp. 19?-201. 

-2. BT, p. 25. 
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82. 

it is diverted troa practioal ends, and this d1reot1on of the 

practical 1apulse upen tt_w obJeots of ouriosity for their own 
;;i-:,~ 

sake ooours when suoh an aniaal as un, having arrived at the . . . 
~ -

stage ot ideas. applies tbea to the data presented by sensible 

experienoe; these dat.& partly supplement and partly oontradiot 

one &11otber. "Witb the ~ntr-1 or ideas and oomparison, oonfliots 

and corroborations 1n experience becoll8 objects ot contemplation 

tor t~1r o•~ sakes •••••• The Greeks said th~t pb1losopby began 

with wonder. but wonder is a somewhat. later stage in the process 

wblo.h leads to knowledge. Soienoe arises troa disappointment, 

hesitation and doubi." 3 

low this trendeno, of the aind to get rid of confliot 1n 

the data ot ita experl•---• and to connect thea where they re

intoroe one another, pro4t&oes conteaplation of objects tor tneir 

owns_.. and not aerelJ satistaoiion of praotioal curiosity. 
. - .. . u 

'l'bls leads on, therefore, :.io the buildln~t soienoe. 

Tbus the initial 1apulses in botb tine art and seienoe 

are detleotioos troa praot!oe; but in tine art the subject inter

feres with its obJeot, tb8 aaterials. bJ 1ntroduo1ng features 'roreign' 

to that material, whereas tn soieooe. the object 4bout whioh the Jlind 

satisfies ,_its our1os1t1 •. ls 'the actual world given to it without 

&DI' adai.xture frOJI .1-b• ~•onalitf - anJ such interterenoe would be 

distortion. However, the ~nd dltl enter into soienee, but it enters 

la,w:wataY:llJ, and oot, u in tine art, qonsti\u\ivel;t1 "Truth ••• 

is tbat, which aat1st1.•s~~Md satisfies obJeotively, the impulse or 

curioslt.J.•ben Ulat iapuJ.ae has beooae oottteaplative. It can only 

be t11.ly deaoribed bJ ~t•,renoe tot.be a1nd which it satisfies. It 

is therefore a work of a,;\. though not ot tine art. For knowledge 

· 11 not tJlf M\Yll world 2t lit,binq, but. that world as U.Ud to satisfy; 
, ":,, 

\Qt i•Wl!! i2 IQitll!I• %bl QRjeo\@ Q( the actual world regur to .. :., ' 

1111m, RY.Ii. ylg in rel1\to9 t9 ~he aind,n 4 
C • • • • :•• ~ ' 

But aind, tbougb vital to truth, is oontrolled b7 reality; 

sea11,1, pp.192-5 

I.RI~•• PP• 194-5. The underlining is my own. 
'., . -,,.. . 
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and so, aoienoe is a faitbtul representation ot r~ality within the 

lillits set 'by toe art ot-aoienoe. "In fine art, llind &nd material 

nave joint oonirol~ and-it theN is a question or higher rank, it 

belongs perha?S to tl'le mind. &lt in soienoe, thti aind num.bles 

itself \o the lordship of reality •••• The attainment of the 

impersonality or soienoe, in wh.1oh ntind leaves itself' out, from the 

product while it maintains possession of it, does not, however, mean 

passivity or the mind, as it the mind were a mere mirror to nature. 

On the oont:rary, the treatunt of the world by the aind so as to 

leave out its on personality is so tar froa passivit7 that it in

volves the highest exeroltt. of personali\y." 5 

(11) His\prY IQd th§ SQ\tMl§e 

We have seen that so1enee is an art whioh bases itself in 

a peeu11a.r way upen the et.ual p.rooess of the totality of things. 

What tne:refore is the relation of the v~iGWI speeial soienoes to 

tbis aotual prooess and to one another! Ion particularly, we wish 

to know where History is olaasiHed 8ll0Bg tlie aoienoes, and what 

ts its relation to the aot.wil proeesst 

A. thinks that the seienoea foPa a bieraroby in respeet ot 
the atreRgtb of t.neir att.aob•nt, to the aotual. There are thus 

degrees et srtitioiality aong the seienees. And the taot that 

soienoe is artificial ls genenll7 Nteogntsed; but, we aN at the 88118 

t1ae, aooording to A., tending to foPget. the element of control by 

reality. Be insists, hbwever. that no soienoe is a P!:U:I oonatruotion 

by' the raind. It·is meHlJ a quest,ion oft.he degree ot attaohlleat t.o 

the actual; and even the •st artlfioial of so1enoes is baaed, 

however obaourely. oa tbe aot.ual. 

the blerarohy of Ule so1enoes ln respeot ot their aitaoh

unt to the aetual. A. ooneeives to be u follows:- starting with 

the science in wh.ioh the.att.aobaent to the aotual is greatest, 

118Jle1J, History,•• get, 1n uoending order, the biological scienoes, 

Cbeaistry, Pbystos, and tlnally, where the attacheaent to the &etual 

5. ..,,. pp. 195-6. 
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84. 

P\& ie~t, -. We get the soieiloe of llathematios. 

·A.stresses tbat "in pointing out how soienoe grows away 
~ froil bistor7 through' e.rt.itioe &n;j the incres.sing share of the mind 

; .. 111 its ·creations, I am 1nteadiog no dep1·eoiation of history as such. 

It will, in taot, be one'.-.~t my Ja&in contentions that science, even 

tat its a.eae in'phfstos a.rtd mathematics, never trees itself completely 

·',ot ·bist.or7, $nd, art1t1okl as it is. this dependence on history 

· pi-e~ents it tro11 be1ng- artlatio." 6 

We shall dismuts: History as a soienoe m.ore tutly 1n the 

·-tollcwing section, and s'o let us prooeed here, first~ of all, to 
• - J:~_ .... :'-: , . 

.-, a few words about tbs ·other ao1tmot"ss. 

Tbe bilog1oal .. fences are aore like iistort and less like 
. -l~;,,; ., 

'lhthematios, and so there 'ls less art.ltioe ln them the.n in Phy3ics. 

"Botany and. Zoology beglti\1.s natural history, and they retain to 

tti& end the' qnaliu.t,tve otaraoter, wb1oh increasi.igly disappears 

~ soience to be replaiwa by the metrioal or quantitative ~h&raoter. 
11ftst0l'y1 or the oolleo~~• or taota in. BiolollJ. a.s it beooaes llllJl'8 7 
ilethodical and systematf((and precise, becomes dignified with the 1 
·naae of aor~logy.;" But;·aa these soienoes grow and approach to 

1 

'.- .·•~>t- ' ' 

the ideas ot Pbys1os, ge~ralizat1on, measurement, and experi•nt 

tnter, ·and·tbe sofences :lao~e physiologioal and admit of the state-
~· 

aertt. ot laws. Thus Dan1aisa, as a Biolog1oal theory is qualitative; 

at the same time ffft ls ii iuense historical oomprehension, and 
' ~.,- ' ' ' 

indeed it strikes then• of the historical method in soienee, 

wbiob (t8lle to be so markjtf"a r·eature in thought as men's minds swung 

baok fra tbe rationali~:hr the eighteenth oent.ury and from \he so

oalled aecbanioal ph1los •••••• Moreover, Darwinism, besides being 
1:~-~.~,( --j ' ' ,' 

a great hlst.orioal synt-s, ottered in the notion of natural 

aeleotton a pbJsio~l la~g\llat1ng the hiotorioal prooessioo.~? 

Between theB!blogioal sciences and Physics, comes Chemistry, 

wh1$11 ts' especl&ll7 inte$ist1ng~ according to A., because alraost 
' - ' & 

under ow-· eyes' lt h&S. beiif.,'changtng· trom 3 nistorioal to a semi-
~- ---~ ~J'-~--- -,¼-,,, ---·· -~ 

,~., Beautir'r,. 203~ 

,.~ 7. Beaut,J~ ,. , ?O! •. 
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as. 

·· J)hlsioal soien.oe. And wb.en we get, to Physios. says A., its 

ar~1t1o1alitJ is aore &Rlft'f'8nt than its oontrol by a non-mental 

Peality. But, st.ill• PbysJ08 is not siapl7 the 'put-up' job that 

Eddington says that it is. 

Even 1n latbea&ttos, there is still an element of control 

bJ reality. There. p&rt.1oularly in Pure Matheaat1os, n find the 

atnd'a freedoa at its highest; but even so, the extent of the mind's 

oreat-iveness is to be qualified. "The products it creates are 

extensions or generaliza.t,ions ot ideas like integral numbers given 

to the mind, or arrived a~ by OOltbinations ot such ide3s, as, for 
f:'1_.it._ . -

example, the n&t,ion of 1JlteXdimens1onal systems ••••• However oomplex 

the thought 118.J be, it is, if not suggested bf sense, yet derived rroa 

ele•nt,s suggesied in the end by sense, or like integers, given 

otherwise to aind, Dot made by it." Arithaetio takes away from 

taeae integers. but never ooapletely loses touoh with them; tbis is 

tNe even when arit.bm$t,io,.beooaes identified with logic, as by 

Russell, and &n integer ia,treated as a class of classes. "For 

thougb a class is a aeotaJ oonception, and there are no classes in 

aotu.al reality, yet reality does oontain individuals which, though 

not,mental, su.fter t,heaaelves to be so grouped beoause they possess 

the same q11al1tiea." 8 J')lus even Ila.thematics is not completely 

artitioial. 

.How A. sa.,s that. History is the aost oonorete or these 

soiences: Science "growa out. ot what used to be oalled history, as 

bJ Bacon. that. is, s ool~eotion ot facts, and is most easily 

illustrated ffoa what we call history." 9. But how does this square 

with the assertion that we quoted in Chapter Five that_ Metaphysics 

is the aost. oop.crete of all the soienoes! A., as tar as I know, 

never explains this hiuelf, but I think the answer is fairly olear. 

History (as the title ot the previous ohapter indicates) deals with 

tbuJDan history': it is oonoe.nad with hYMD beings and theii

iostiwt.ioaa troa t,be pQint of view of moral progress. But Meta-

a. · Beautt, pp. 220-1. 

~.. - . Beau~J, p. 197. 
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phyaios. as we have seen, is an inventory of the distinctive 

oh&raoters ot the several orders or existence and ot their relations 
r: 

to one another. and, especially, a discussion of the pervasive 

characters of things. Thus its purpose 1s completely ditrerent 

from that ot History, although there are certain similarities between 

tbe relation of History to human history, and the relation or Meta

physics to the total reality. Metapb7sics is still the most oon

orete of all the sciences, but it is the synoptio science; of the 

spto1al sciences, History is the most oonorete. 

(111) His\o,Y MI §9\!W• 

We ll8J at lhis stage object, however, that History is not 

a "so1enoe" at all, in the same sense that Physios and Vathematios 

are sciences: the latter two bodies or knowledge use ttsoientifio" or 
,· 

induotive methods in the discovery of tao.ts. But can we s~y that 

History uses the "soientittc• or inductive method? 

A. admits that there is some truth in this ~bjeotion; but, 

he says, "it is only true in ~be sense that histor1 is not a pbys1oal 

acienoe, tor when it begins to furnish laws ot hum.an nature or gener

al1zat1ons, it tends to lose its character ot history and become the 

seienoe or aoololog." 10 

And, on the contrary, A. maintains, History ny oorreotl7 

be called a soienoe in as auoh as, like the biological so1enoes {and 

indeed, all the soienoes), it is controlled by its material. However, 

1n another respect, A. admits, History~ resemble fine art rather 

than soienoe, tor it is concerned with iddivlduals Rnd series or 
individuals, and individualisation, as opposed to generalization, is 

the distinctive mark of art: "hence the close affinity or history 

with the drama". 11 But rt •e oo•pa.re true History with a historical 

novel, then we oan see the ditterenoe. History is in foot"" 

transitional link between soienoe and tine art, sharing with lhe one 

its subjection to things, and with the other its limitation to 

individual existenoe.n 12 

10• 11, & 12. Beauty. P• 200. . . 
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Thtls although History is the form or science whioh is the 

least developed (1n the '8D,&e that it is more like literature than 

tile other sc1enoes), it shares, as a science, in the two features, 

wbiob. aooordlng t.o A., all soiences have in opuon. Firstly, it 

shares in the freedom whi,~h so1ence owes to the movement of the mind 

aaong the tacts, organisiJlg them so as to make them significant • 

SeoondlJ, it shares in the restriction foroed upoa the mind by the 

tacts tbeuelves. And it is the seoond feature which is speoially 

prominent in History, sinoe History is the most oonorete of the 
soienoes. 

But the first feature also ha.a its place in History, tor, 

it it is true that knowledge is not the actual world ot things itself, 

but that. world as used to satisfy the impulse to science, then it 

is easy to see that "in order to make soienoe, the mind. selects troa 

the world". Moreover, in the work of oo-ordinating and unifying the 

tbings of the world, it "introduces oonoeptions of its own, as will 

be verified at greater length, even going so far as to use oonceptions 

1

. 

whieb are at first blusb arbitrary, in order to pursue its work, .1 

using tbea instrumentally, and never pretending to put into the world 

what is not there or is uncongenial to the world." 13 

(iv) §otent\fio Htstm. 

But what are the teatures which make a History "soientitio" 

(or genuine Histor7;? A. implicitly answers this when he ex9.Dlines 

the differences between History and njournal" or "chronicle". 

Aooording to hla, we see the first approaches to so1entif1o History 

in our newspapers, which consist ot two parts, the bare tacts 

oolleoted as news, and the ooaents on the facts in the le~ders; the 

latter are retleotions upon or interpretations of the news in the 

light of the polioy or principles professed by the editor. But a 

newspaper tails to be so1ent1tio History, firstly. because its 

principles are p,raetiaal and concerned with affecting public action, 

and seeondlJ, because its·news and leaders are strung together and 

13. · Beaut,, p. 195. -a 

.... 

14. Beauty. p. 197. (cf, follo1o1i11J f"'1•) 
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88. 

not organ1oally oonoeoted (although th1s is less true of suoh papers 

aa "The naea• and "The lanohester Guardiantt'. 14 

Be asserts that we get "soientitic" History, as opposed to 

aere "ohroniolen, when the ideas whioh the writer brings to his faots 

are not purel1 praotioal but theoretical: the tacts are oo-ordinated 

not so as to sel"Ye as the text for policies or practice. but so as to 

bl'ing out the aeutng of the event or period under consideration. 

Tnua tbe tirst feature ot ttsoieotltic" History 1s, that 

(a) 11 the meaning ot the taots is gathered by the H:f.stor1an1s 11ind, 

using its appropriate ideas - which are suggested by the 

faots theuelves but aoquire distinctness as he goes on -

beeause he starts by'potheses as to the sign1t1oance of his 

aubjeot. and is helped therein by all kinds or knowledge or 

iMgina.tion that he brings with him from his knowledge ot 

life or fro• hts aoquaintanoe with other periods of history. nlS ; 

But we aust Nlll81lber that however gifted the Historian •1 

be in the 1nterpretattcm of events, he must keep to the f~cts - he is 

bound by the material. To arrive at the meaning of the facts, ahe 

11USt seleot., and he llaf illustrate or interpret so as to co-ordinate 

tbe tacts, to make the e99entials stand out and the trifling or 

inessential data slip out ot focus, to get a consistent picture lf he 

can, or so far as he ean. But he is a scientific historian only if 

in organising his material he does not distort." 16 

The seoond feature of a scientific History is this:-

{b) Along with the work ot organising, there goes the process of 

testing tne facts themselves. so ·as to s~cure precision. 

-,hla deaands in the historian expertness in description, 

and has led to teohnioal scienoes like Palaeography or 

Chronology ••• ; and it requires skill in estimating the 

valu of evidence, the skill of t.ht: soient1f1o judge •• 1' 17 

15. &,aut1, PP• 197-8. 

16. Beauty, p. 198. In the process froa the ohroniole to History, 
scienoe and art play their ~rt and various Histories illustra~• 
thea in different de~es: aarainer's history of the Civil War 
betrays very little of the artist, but 1s an admirable exaaple of 
aoientifio histor7 •••• on the other hand, Maeaulay ls far •ore of an 

· ,,~,..c,c,_ · ·. -,~z:0,,,zt"c,~.cc, ·-
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89. 

Tnua the taota which o~ntrol the Historian are themselves 

in pal"t,.the ou.tooae of the effort to oreato the work. itself which 

eabod1es t.hea. 

(v) RuMR 19tiyes. 

We have, therefore, tbe element or seleotiveness in 

BistorJ jut. as•• nave it 111 all soienoe; but the Historian is 

aore boQ.nd by tae-faots than is tile soientist. And History deals 

wttb bWlaa bi1tor7; ao \bat tbe subjeot-matter of History is human 

aMiYea. 18 Thus we 11a7 at111 up A.'a oonception of Hiatorioal 

Mtbod by s8)'1ng thst the Historian. in order to understand the 

'mND aotives u embodied in tbe taots at any particular phase 

in bwDan hi~ter, starts out witb a bJpotbesis as to the essential 

nature of tbat phase, and tb1a hypothesis helps him to oo-ordinate 

Ule facts. a.nd u verified or not by the ll8flner 1.n which the· raots 

flt the h7pot.heaia. The bfpothesia 1s originally derived from the 

faot.a; probably, {t,boughA. does not. sa.y so), what happens is that 

'the Historian starts out. wt th a general 1apress1on based on a 

aut.oby prelillinary reading on the subject or bis work, and then, 

aa \be work proceeds. t.b.e hypothesis or general iapression which 

aelped lua ~o look tor tho taet.a, is verified or rejected by new 

information whioh OOJ18S to hand. 

It might seem that in saying that the subject-matter ot 

History 11 bu.man aotives, A. is oontradioting what be said in 
11:loral Order and Proares.s•; tor there be asserted that "History ls 

"tbe palsoontolog of aoral ideals, preserving tor us the institutions 

whiob have beoOIII obsolete" 19 and this seems to mean that the 

16. (Contd. troa previous page.) artist, and sometimes forsakes 
the dut,: of tbe hiator!an to use the freedom o: the artist, by 
onesideooess •••• In judgi~ the ~tness of a histor18ft botll 
aoalea have doubtless to bi used. Ibid, 

. 17. (Ct prevJous page). Beauty, p. 199. 

· ·1a. Beaut,, p. 199 (bottoa}. 

19. JlOP. P• 354. 
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90. 

subject-matter or History is •moral progress" and not human 

motives. But there is no real oontradiction here; it ls only a 

difference in emphasis. Moral progress, or the change in moral 

ideals, takes plaoe when people set new ideals be!ore themselves, 

are moved b7 new motives. Thus to say that the ~ubjeot-matter of H1s

tor1 is moral progress and to say that it ls human motives is to 

say the same thing 1n different ways. "Buman mot1vesr' does not, 

however, exp11cltly, involve 8Jll idea or progress, and so perhaps 

A.-preferred the expression in 1933 because he was doubtful about 

the dootr1ne of "moral progress~. {But this possibility is unlikely, 

in view of the f 'lct that A. again speaks or ''moral progress" in 

"Beauty, and Other Forms or Valuen.; 20 

When Hlsiory takes its higher flights and records the 

life or a whole nation, or compares the history of many nations, 

or when lt traces a department of a1v111zat1on, or reaches to what 

A. calls~ philosophy of history, 21 then, obviously, it makes more 

and more use or hypotheses,,and is therefore, presumably, more 

liable to error. But 1! moral progress is held to be the subjeot

aatter of History, then it would seem that"universal History" (that 

is, History on a wider soale) should assume more l1u.porta.noe. A. 

however nowhere speaks at any length or this aspect of History. 22 

(vi) Qquent1, 

I believe that there are in general two central problems 

of a philosophy of History (in the sense of a "theory about History

wr1t1ng"). !n the t1rst plaoe, we must d&oide what the relation is 

between History and the arts and so1enoes; 1n the second place, 

we must decide whether, in Bradley's phl•ase, there are any 

"Presuppositions or A Critical History", and if there are, we 11ust 

say what they are and show how we are to justify the Historian's 

assumption of them. 

20. P. 561. 

21. ct roarka ta'. Int..roai&otloo t.o the theaia. 
1 22. · T~ eai,. P!88&P i-- •b,1oh be cJeal•- at all •1th univ~raal , ld..•t..orr• so .. f&J" a.a.I~~. ta Beaut1 .• p. 199., 
. . - - - . ... 
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I think that in regard to both th6se problems, 1',. has 

something important to say, and something that we must admtt to 

be true in general even 1f we oa.nnot agree with every pP.rt101Jlar 

of bis argument.. 

In regard to the first question, A. holds that History 

is a scienoe, 23 but ltk•:<'111 sciences, also hag elements ..,r art; 

it 1s, however, the most concrete of ~11 the spec131 scien~es, the 

lea.st oooorete being ?ktbe1a1't1os. Hi.story de~ls w1. th· h~1man history 

under the aspeot of human motives and mor~l pro.~ess; the totality 

of things is also historio~l (here 1'18 shr,uld p~rt C'>Hlpany with ;i..) 

snd the aoienoe whioh deals with the "history of things" 1-s Biology

(tbat is, Darwinist biology) and, in part, Meta.physics. 

As regards the second issue, A .• holds tha.t the w:)rk of 

the Historian does involve presuppositions, but these are pre

suppositions of procedure and not of subject-matte!' (wMoh i:s, by 

definition, human history1. !he Historian like the scientist (and 

indeed, like the Philosopher, on A.' g view) proceeds by for1!llllating 

a hypothesis wb1oh he proceeds to verify or reject. There az~ 

apparently no such things a.s 1)resupposit1onsn in the f0rn of 

"criteria" of what are important and wh3t unimportant facts to be 

recorded or lert out; 1n these matters, our· or-lginal hypotheiti s, as 

amended bf the facts, is all that 1118.tters. 'rhe ethloa.l standards 

by which we judge an episode should be the standards of that sge., 

but tbe standards of th.at age Q:~ 36§0 tnrou.$ our pr(zSeff~'S\anda.rds. 

In this sense, I think that A. would ~gree that we are in~ ~h1s

trooentr1c predicament". " ·· 

And when A. says that the subject-matter· of Hisiory is 

hwaan motivea, we oan agree with him to the extent that this does 

not involve any auoh non-rationa.1 aondltion as the 1-!arxist 'JU$ 

(aooording to which the subject-matter ot R1story woul1 pa.rtly be 

to traoe out human motives as a retlegtion or the growth_of_tctoh

nolog &nd the econom1o systems dependent on that teonnology) or 

23. Despite A.'s olarlfiott1ons 01 the point, I still think we should 
avoid oalling Ristort a soienoe; f'or although, as A. has ar~d; 
there~ be similarities between History and suob sciences as Bio
logy, Chemistry, Pbystos, and Mathematics, the Historia.n prooeeds 
aooording to bis own utnods whioh are in many respeott, un~llel
ed in any ot these sciences. To describe History as a soienoe -, 

therefore lead to soae oontusion. 1 - ,4. ,:;,--u"-•~ -- ~,,.,.;,,_ 
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, Darwinian one (for exaapla liic.,t A.' s, aooording to wnicn hWW\fl 

aotives are traced oot in.respect of the moral growth of the 

raoe). I agree tl'lat. ·lol'fU'tt -e grew, aad t,hat, t..be Historian 

ougnt. t.o .t.u,e t.bat into ~Qnsideration; but I cannot agree that. 
, ,. . ,· ··- ): 

Ula1. tne,- alwa,s pr~st" and I t.llink it is one of the ohief 

~- ot. t.M._ BJ.atol".iaA to .t.ell us IQ!Q morals did not progress in 

b1QJ&R ,n~at~¥ • &Ad .191. ti).eJ' 11en then retarded. I do not think 
-, - - ">< • , 

tbat,. t.o aa,, that tqe subjeot,-aat.ter, ~t History is hUJ!a;m motives 
r . . ·~ 

1& ~e sa.ae as to aa, ~bat it, is •~ral pro.vess (in A.• s sense 

of: _t,~t, e~eaai®). 

~inall.J, I do not agitea tbat tbe ,r1t1ng of a universal 

H1~~r.1 is the aost important thing that the Historian oan do. 

A8 I explained a.bo~. I do not know whotber A. would hold that 

vi••• -t I sqgpated ihat. 1 t. was pos,sible tbat, be sight. 
" - - • • J ~ ·,., 

- Ia,any -.., I, ~t, t.tle PAll\i\l!tx of a universal 

ii.a~¥ of unkiwl •. but I.: taiok that t,be endeavour would be 

-..•~111 v~•-• aDd of saall value. 

,. 

·t: 

_.· · WfriE 
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f.atflllA. 
•"-··• . 

CHAPTER IJOftT : CONCLUDING REMARKS, 
;~.~ 

In tbe pre.Yioua aevaa obapt.era we bave been ooneerned w1 tn 

A.'• notien ot •Mle "bis-1oity of Ulings". In ohapters one t,o 

t1•• we saw t.bat this involved that the totality or things was 

an aotual or biat.orioal 'JrOOUS, in wbiob., out ot a matrix ot 
Spaee-fl.•, theN eMPged'-SUOb qualities 88 materiality, lite, 

aiDCI, and deit7. Tnia dNtrine badaome aetapbysioal oonaequenoes 

with reapeot t.o sueb-. poillta as eauaa11ty. neoessit7 and oontingenoy, 

a1Yenale, free4oa. l)l'9d1otab1lity, ete., wb1ob we indteat.ed in 

brief. 

In ebapte:rs aixandl&eYen, we showd what the notion of the 

totalit.7 ot tb1nga as biatorieal involved tor History, and for its 

subjeet-11atter Uae humanld.at.ortoal reality. I regard this p,u-t of 

U. work as 1.aportant; blit-1u essential 1aport.anoe lies in that it. 

t.bron light upon the m.etapbys1oal doctrine expounded in the first 

five ohapten. !be aaint t.bing, then_ is t.be •tapllysioal dootrine 

it.self. 

lat.be OOW"Se of.sttJt;ohing out· the salient poiats in A.'s 

•tapllyaioal Yi••• we bave 118.de various or1t1oal o01BD1ent.a on specific 
'· 

point.a; and it rnalaa _,. to oollate all those oouents tn order 

to reach a general point of Yin in regard to A.'s pbiloaophy. 

Afterwards a aball be ahl• to go on to exaaine some or the important 

oeaoept,a.whiob A. aaaU11es• and which are expressed in aueh phrsses . 
aa •ta.ting Ti• aerioua17• • and "sit.ting at tbe feet of htstor,". 

( 1) !be PbiloaoR;4ioal ~UJ)f9MD• 
-~: ... ,,-

In the first. plue, I aa iapreaaed by A.'• •thod of phtlo

aopbisi.ag. Bia •t.bod throughout is to say: there are certain tacts 

which we must explain - what. theories haft we t.o offer, And as 

ngaPds the fut.a ta ... lves. · •• •st.· not argue; we must. aceept the• 

w1 th •aawal pi•~. Atr~I nave alre&dJ pointed out la .., eeueat on 

,s/-__·•:... 
j 
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otaapter tour. 1t seeu t,o • blgbl.J probable that. there are••• 
taots wh1oh DIW1t. ie tuel·•• "given", as brut.e taets. But. the queatto 

:•Ji:? 
ia., wh1eh are tae• taof41~ .. 5' I find Ulat. I do not. Hea to see e7e t.o 

.. _,;:·,~•,';; 

•1t wi\b A. on Wa poiQ.\f tor example be think& that the notion of 

a.at,nx of Spaae-Tlae 1a just. a plain tact - wit.h tbia I oannot. 

agree. 

BoNver. I agree with A. that. all soienoe is tundauntally 

baaed ea ooaoNte uperi,ooe; and t.bere KL indeed, dittereAOU 

aung the soienaea wit.h respect t.o the agree of their attael.Ulent 

t.o t,be OOOONt.e. Bllt. I 1'1M&ld not. go 80 far a.a t.o 8aJ t.b&t the 

seienoes fora a 41(191fcl lieraren, in t.nia respect (although it 

aeeu to ae that A. is JI.ON or less oorreot in his opinion as to 

the strength ot attaobaent of the various soienoes t.o the oonorete}. 

r agree that. 1n this wider connotation ot the term., History ls a 

•ac1enoe• like the rest;' ;\ut tor t.he reasons I explained in the last 

chapter, I think that it '1a·bett.er to avoid calling History a "science' 

altogether. 

r agree that it ls at any rate~ of philosophy's Job 

to discuss the pervaslve·'cbaraoters ot things, and to point out tile 

various orders ot existenoe and their relations tJ one another; I aa 

not sure, however, that there are not other jobs whioh philosophy 

bas to pertora, espeo1all7 in the real• ot Logio. I believe A. goes 

t.oo tar when be reduces reasoning t.o a •re convenient. 1natrwaent 

tor putting the other person 1n the right position tor seeing the 

fact aoncerned. I t.h1nk. this view is 11.luainating (since it oerta1nlJ 

1nd1oates the t.Jpe ot tb!ag that 12!@. argwaents do), but as a general 

atate•nt. it aeeu t.o • false, be0&use in sJllogistio reasoning, tor 

exaaple, we aeea to be 1n(err1ng a faot troa another ta.ct: surely 

that 1s different rro• pointing at (or getting ourselves in the right 

position to see) anotber'faot.f 

AS I pointed out in chapter five, I ttnd that A, 's treat.ta\""' 
of the pervasive features of things suffers froa the attempt t.o 

express the• in t.eru ot Spaoe-Tiae ( t.his seeming to indicate that 

there ls sout.b1ng wrong Wit.b tbe notion of a utrix ot s,...=Ti•). 

• 
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For •~Pl• I --•t. ~ that, relat.iooa in Spaoe-Tiu are tbea

selves spaees and tiae&lt t.be apaaes and t.iaea are not the relations, 

but. •nl7 soat.biog tbalt*l•a,a (or nearly alwa,J, ainoe there are 
,_"f'c';,_: 

al•• nlationa uet. ... o 1..-1 aoooapanies the ~elations, and so are 
i--' 

a oonvealent. •asu.re tor''''expreaa1ng the relations. In aa, oase, I 

t.h1Dk tbat. A. 1, detinit,,lJ wrong about. oauaalit.y and tile ditterenoe 

bet.Hen oeoesalt-7 and •~\ingenoJ. As I bave argued in obapt.er five, 

be bas been too pllible,_1n accepting Hwae' s critique; oausal 

oonnection (and therefore "aeeessit7 of faot") is probablJ siaplJ a 

Wlique and not further utalJsable relation (Just like tne relation 

of 1~r and out.er 1a •Pl": tbia is Broad'a exuple). 

(11) int ,atsilit.J pf T81PP H Hiatoriotl.a 

But turning to'ibe idea of the totality of things as 

historioal, this 111plieti1tor A. his doctrine ot the matrix of Spaoe

Time. And I tind this dootrine ooapletely unconvincing. In the 
1~ 

first plaoe, as I point.ed·out in the first chapter, there is no 

reyon why we should aooept this upside-down view rather than the 
1:.-• 

ordinary ooaon-sense relational view. I do not agree that 1t is 

an, aore difficult to reoonolle Relativity with the relational view 

than with A.'s 11atrix vi••• 

Secondly the idea ot a matrix of Spa.oe-Time implies a time 

when there were no colours or sounds, eto., and this seeas to me a 

pure &D.d unjustified abstraction. There is no extension or duration 

in our experienoe that nu not got its colour or sound or shape or 

bardness. 

Thus .\be notl9',of the totality of things as historical, 

insofar as it iaplies a •t.rix ot Space-Time, aust be rejected. Is 

there then any sense in •blob we can speak ot the totality ot things 
.. F• 

as hlstorioal which would be val14d! 

This is a ditrtou.lt question to answer. We must rem.eaber 

that the two obaraoterlstlcs of things which makes them historical are, 

tor A., aotuality and prooeas. Can we in some sense still say that 

:1 ~ 

·- ~ 
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'" 

U.. totalit.1 ot t.binp 1~: .. an aot,wu prooeaa? Aot.ual it no doubt is, 

(t.aougb not aottlal t.o tbt u.oluion or detriment of the neoeasary, as 

•• t.binka). Bt.lt is tbe -~liJ of things a single prooess? I 

realize that. tbe evoluti 'I view iaplies t.bat it is. But bow 

eeriewaly<abould •• takef\he evolt.ttionarJ view? .Is the idea of a 

a1ngle prooeu aot..rataer in the nature ot a useful generalisation? 

Let ua leave ,beu d1ft1•lt questions aside for tbe aoaaent. We 
,--'. 

aball ref.urn t• t.bell latv •. 

In arr, oase, the idea ot a single prooeaa, aeeu, as we have 

aeea ill •bapt.er three. t.o be inooapatible •1th the ex.perienott of 

treedoa. As I arped t.~. I do aot see that. A. has ia any wa7 

g1vea ao adequate tbeoret.1oal account of this experienoe of treedoa, 

al though be baa been ver7 peaetratiag in seeing tbe nature or ,~h• 

probl••• flttdM ls M gperieno, : The problu is tbeoretioall1 

to ueount tor it.. A. tbiw be oan acoount .:,,~ it with a varia:~ion 

of the t.heor7 or aelt-dete.rainiu; I do llOt agree that he eitber bf,.s 

or oao. In tbe •Dd he arrives at a Sp1noz1st1c conception of fNedoa 

in wbieb t.be atone is as- free as a man. but not e.w&re of it. And as 

I suggested in chapter tbree, all t.b&t A. has in raot done ts to 

substitute a prooess or ellala of aewal. eyegts tor Spinoza's ohain 

or prooesa of e,qeasar, IMl!•i but the aw problea tbat arises tor 

freedom on Spinoza's view remains tor A.'s view ot a ob.ain of aotual 

event.a. Tbua t.be idea ot a single prooesa ot the tottt.lit.7 ot things 

(at.leasi, ••'• view ot aw,h a process} would seea to be dittioult 

to reeonoile with tbe experience ot treedoa. 

(111) The tblorx ot Hiator7. 

I think I have already said ever7Uling I wish to say gbout 

A.'s theory ot History la-, OOllll8nts to ohapters six and seven. 

Bere I should just like t.o resauar1se in brief the oonneotion 
·, 

bet1fffll tJl1a.t.beorJ and the utapbJsioal new about. the total.tty ot 
things. 

In t,be first place. tmr t»•an b1st.ortoal reality, which is 

the aubjeot.-aatt.er of lia;ory, we have seen to be in ll&D1 respect• 

aWlar to the "history It things•: thus. in both the dynaaio of 
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.....,at ta aat.lU'll NleMt-, in bo\b tben 1• t.be e•rgew of new 

andwapNdiet.able qUallt.tw, and in botb t,be forward llOYeMnt in 
'"l';l~f 

t.t• ta f>l"bgreeal.e and llavooable. 
la the seoon.d the lllraaa b.1stor-1ea1 reality ooours 

as, t.n a eerta1n Nb.Se,~ of the b1stery or µtings, but aa the 

sigmtloaat •J•ot-ut.t.f,tJ of Hiat.er,..., 1 t 1• studied wit.bout refer-

•• to -t,be biat.ory of ... · · ( except insofar as the bistoey ot 

things is mentlOMd as \W'' baokgrowld to human biat.or7; thlla, for 

exapl•• the lf1ster1an al)' bq1a bJ meationtng so• ot the antbro
pologtoal theoriea abeutJMte-evolution ot man). The Historian 

bowffer la esaent.1allJ e-.rned 111.tb ltmlan. ao\ives (and ao, with 
-·::1 

aoral progress). 

But. the lapor. thing is that A. claias to have learnt 

bis •tapbyaioal iheorJ ,4: the totali tJ of things as bistorioal by 
'_,,c-:' 

"a1tliog at tbe teet or •tor1"; this 1a one ot tile 11.ost illportant 
-·.·~:·· 

(perb&pa !bl. aoat iaportaai) not.ion in the whole of the oonoeption 

ot the "h1storio1t,y of th-toga", and we 11W1t therefore devotte ou.r 

oaretul aorut.1n, t.o this~ 

(iv) §1s\1P& at \bl Ftj\¥2r Hist.ca, 

A. ends oft the introductory section to HT• by saying th&t 

in that essay he ta 11pr.1ng to alt. at the feet of history .and ask 

now pblloaopby ls atteoQJct,if lt keeps ooaat.aot.ly in aind tbe t1-

tulne88 ot t.biop. 11 : 1 

I want, bere to1GJOide (a) in what aenae A. Jl9.! sit. at t.he 

feet ot Riato17, 8Qd (o)5ltft what. sense one JI!! sit st the feet of 

History. 

(a} In the first plaoe it is diffioult to know whether A. means 
_. -::.~. 

tbat in the course of tbedevelopunt of his own philosophy he has 

u a matter of fyt lea.rJl~ oertain metaph7sioal things from the 
· · ~ >trlf-

l. Bf, p. 121 ,or ttwr11taele otnthis seotion OIJIIP&N Coll1ngwood1J1 
. reur~ ill ?ba. Idaa. of Ha~ • pp. 9-27 on "The Moderj View of 

latw-e. His idea of-nature on t.he analogy or history seeu in 
~respeets,aeNlytl~t.io reatate•nt~or A.'a posttien. fliwl 
Mle oomrequenoes tor lil• of regapcting nattJNt on the analogy ot 
bistopt are (ll oba..-ila no Ionaar eyolioal but progressiTe, 

(note oontd. over page) 
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nat.ure of B1at.or1. or wbetbe.r be aeans that oert.ain metaphysical 

things in llle ,_ pbileae,bJ an be tfflfDUllfrll extllblted as being 

lit&Nt. fna sl t.t.lag at. ·w 'feet of 11story. Tbus lilat. we want, to 

imow·t-.Aetrher A. in fail 4U leaPn aOlie •tapbJSical things from 

s1tA1ng.at the feet. of ~tory or whether be ~:rely thinks that it 
, , , ?'~¾-.• , . ' 

ia posaible , t,bat _ one aa learn t.bese t,bioga from. st tting at the feet 

ot Hist~J• 

I_ think we oan 40ntidentl7 replJ t.hat. what A.•ana la that 

oei:tatn aetapbJsioal tbi~ .Babe learnt troa History; but there is 

ta1rl1' good reason to s11ppose that as a matter of taot A. himself ,$l1Sl 

learn these things troa what be conceived to be the nature ot History. 

For the resemblaooes between the view or llwaan history as buaan pro-., 

gress presented 1n "Koral Order and Progress", and the view oft.he 
<f,,..; ,. 

"history of thin.gs" (1.e., the totality of things as historical} 

which is elaoora\ed in STD AND HT, are so striking as to afford 

grOWld tor sa,ing that A. was led to the notion of the totality of 

things~ historical by the notion of human history a.s moral progress 
:,:,, -. 

which be had worked out in MOP. wtu,.t happened, we 1111st conjecture, 

is tha.t A. extended the saae evolutionar7 view he had applied in 
.,· 

the field of the histor7 of aorals to the history ot the totality ot 

t.hings. 

But whether this oonjeoture oan be Sllbstantiated or not, 

it is perfeotl7 ol•ar to-'a that what. A. uans by "sit.ting at the 

feet ot History" is tbat.·oenain 11etaphysical c-onsequenoes can be 

deduoed troa .ffiator7. We must now 8ak the quest.iOD, what are these 

aetapbysioal oomsequenoeaf 

·There are t.bNe different kinds of things wbioh we learn by 

si tt1ng at· the f'_eet of lft.stoi-1:-

( i) That, \b1ngs peuess tlle eharaotertst.ios of "ao-tua11t7" and , 
I 

"prooeu", and the possession of these ebaraetel'istics is What i 
j 

J18U th111g11 ldat.oi'lal. We h&ve dealt with this at sOM length 1 
ta part, one ot the': ,thesis, and it should be ele&r by now what 

1. (Co.o.t.d. froa ~vioua pap} (2) Matw-e is no longer aech&nleal 
(3~ Teleology is 1ntroduc,ed (4) Bubst~oe resolved into runotion, ! 

_<s, t.beM -t be a lliid- unit ot Spaoe, and a aini11W11 unit ot The,J 

, ~i ~ :~nit~ , • 
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A. aeana. · 
But, tb1• "leabll" is not Wlderatandable by itselt, and 

dependa for its tull n..,,- on another "lesaOD" t.h&t we learn by 

s1Lt.1ug &t. t.be feet. of tl!e\or7. This la the lesson that 

(1fj All tbi~ are pe.p{ of one process; tn other nrds, t~&t the 

totality of tb1ngs 1s historical, or that there is a "history 

of t.b1ngs 11 just as there is a bwaan history: to put it still 

aore cogently, t.he lesson that we learn trom sit.ting at the 

tut. of History is:\be ,,..,, faot \bat \here are sttob obaraoter-

1at1oa as ~\dalJ:\Jt aad prooeas in t.hiags. I oelieve that this 

1• the obiet tatng, teat A. thought • oou.ld learn from Hiat.ory: 

t.hua wbea be propGIIIS in B'l' to sit at the feet of History. be 

expla1na wbat. be ..... , addlpg "and aak h.>W pbilosopby 1a 

&tteoted if it. k_.pa oonstant.17 in llind the tl•falness of 

thtnga•. I\ is, tllea, t.ba Yery fact that all things are part 

et one prooeas, tbat. Tiae llWlt be taken seriously, which the 

pb1lesopber oan learn troa Hiatoey. 

But. t.bere la an addi t.1 onal tbing, or rather two additional 

things whieb A. thinks we oan leam fro• History. They are 

(111) That "we may not extend oharsoters of higher experienoe in the ,, 
f'ora in wbiob we know the• to a lower torm or existenoe." and 

that ,.we ahould not. take things tor less than they are 3• 

These two "lessonan differ 0011pletely in type, however, from 

the others, and I do not think we_ oan legitimately regard them 

aa repr,.,..niing wb&t A. oalls the "historicity of things''. 

TheJ are ewatially deductions that oome !fttr the aooeptance 

that the totalit.7ot things is historical, and that the 

obaraoter1st1os of things which make it so, are actuality and 

process. Given these lessons, we oan now yrooeed to argue 

tbat, in the sue wa, &Sin hwae.n history we must not ta.ke a 

thing tor 11ore th&n it ls, or less than it is, so too, 1n the 
"history of things" we must not take a thing tor aore or lesa 

2. HT, p. 19 ; ••• Tnia is the obvious oonolusion troatbe spirit ot 
ot bistory •••• 

5. HT, P• 22: "••• bla\or7 duands also that we should not t&ka 
~- tv leu than • •-• 
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u than it is. 

The aost 1•Port.ant. lesson from History, acoordlng to A., 

theref'ore. &1 fJllt \at t.Qt,,allt.t 2t W9A fotM a progess, tbAt !! 

ltc\1\ "take t!M lldUU~ bJ mggniaigg W\11 fAQta, W 1,l}at we IN 
. ~~. . 

~btattm lwS.1Mt1lx GIN ot a "Q1stoa of \biQga". I believe it 
-'t,""· 

is the tact that A. baa failed to 1nd1oate olearl7 t.be dttterences 

between these three lesaou tha~ we learn froa History. that aaltaa 

his argument in HT aeea 9:0,_ooni'uaing. 

(t.) But. at any rate, by sqiag that we must sit at the feet or 
History, A. aeaaa tb$t we mat learn to recognise the totality of 

ihiogs as ~emng one process. We mst now ask ourselves the question 

wlletber tt is possible f~ us to aooept. A.'s notion of the _totality of 

\hinge u a proeeas oa t,btltSJQP whlQh n ca.n le.rn fr21 Histga, 
The answer to tb1s 1• aiaple; we have a few times 1nd1oated that we 

are not qttite satisfied 1dth the t notion of the totality of things as 

a proeesa; we shall diaOWIS this J10re fully in a aoaent. But at MY 

rate, the aount we out an1 doubt upon this lessan's validity, we 
out dotl~t upon tbe taot that 1t 1s a lesson that we oen in fact 

trul7 learn fr'oil Histor1. Moreover, A.'s notion of the totality ot 

things as historloal involves his doctrine ot the matrix ot Spaee

Tiae 1fh1oh ft have quite definitely rejected. 

But. wbat then ia the lesson that 1fe csn trul1 learn troa 

History (it any)? The anher to this is bound up with the phrase 
1 taJting Time seriously". 

i, 

(v) 41kigg ttu 11r199111. 

-First of &11 !=agree with A. that there is so11ething that we 

!l!l validly learn fro• Hiatory, and that tbls ts to "take Time serious

ly". I diaagree however, aa to what taking Time seriously means. For 

A. it •ans the reoogn1t1on or tbe totality of things as a process and 

ult,1ut.ei, the doctrine of a 11&trlx of Space-Time. Vie have rejected 

the doot.rlne or a matrix of Spaoe:...Tfme; we are not quite sure about 

the wa, in wbioh we oan regard the totality of things as bistorioal. 

J 
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Ia wtaat. legit..iaate sense, ·then. csn we t,nk of' "taking Time 

aeriousl1" as lbe lessOII:,. learn fPOm History? 

. I belieft tbaf.i tt fs only in 8 negative sense that we oan 

learn to "take Time seriously": it annot gar1 more thin \hat we DUS t 
Mt, nur4 %1• H llliilH@ll lllusm, The Histortan asswaes that 

ft• is real, aod thus takes 1 t seriously; History 1s perhaps the 

only bodJ of knowledge tlat has oonsistently worked on the assumption 

tbat Tl• ts real. Tbe Historian gua Histol'ian never worried about 

the Qlt1gt,f real1t7 ot Tille; he left that, to the philosophers, and 

the taot that suoh pbtlosopbers as Bradley, Bosanquet and MaoT&ggart, 

in ooaon with the great Plato himself, held that it was "ultiaately" 

unreal did not, trouble hta. Por the Historian's purposes it was real 

enoqb, aod tba\ was sutftolent tor hia. · 

Mow~- 1njWlel1on to "sit at the teet or History" 111ay 

legitillat.elJ, I think, 9'.tlgest the following line or thought: that 

the pbilosopbffs have east dbtt'bts upon the "ultimsten status of the 

assuapt.ion of the Historian as to the reality or Time, but that their 

arguments ·ar~oonvinolng.: !he new Relativity Phys1os' and the work of 

Darwln have te~d to eontirm the Historian rather than the philo-
) 

sopben.: The /tae has eom to st t at the feet ot History and see what 
••" 

happens when·• tske Time seriously • 

This interpretation of what 11s1tting at the teet or History" 

could •an, is not, I adlitt, ,strtt1ngly original. I believe that A. 

is arguing tor fundaaentall7 the same position. J3ut m:, objection 

against A. 1s tbat he hait'taken !iu !g_q seriously; he has asserted 

that beoause Tiu ts real, everything that 1s real aust be 1!! Time. 

evea it 1 t la fne fra lap• of Ti•. This 1s going too tar. All 

that History shows~ 1a \hat,_Tim.e is as real as Space: it does JlQi. 

show us t.hat everything that, 1a real auat·be in Time. There is no 

reason, "nis\ePiO&ll7"-sptak.1ng why God, tor I.Xalllple, should be 
.. , 

regardect. as· existing in the Ti• prooess. 

In taot, as Russell pointed out, 4 there is some sense - · 

4. "•yatioisa and Logic", pp. 21-2. 
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easter te feel than to atat..e - ia which Tiae is an uniaport.ant and 

. • St1pert1o1&1 oha.l"aotenst.io ot reality. nTbe iaportanoe of ti• is 

rather praotieal titan t.horetieal, rather 1B relation to our desires 

than in relation to t..rutb. A traer iaage of t,ne world, I think• is 

obtained by piot.uring t.hiags as entering int.o tb.e stream. ot tiae from 

an eternal world out.aide,., t.ban fro.a a view wbioh regai-ds time as the 

deYou-ring tyrant of all t.b&t is. Both in thought and 1n feeling, 

even though tlae be real. to Nalise \he uniaport.anoe of tia.e is the 

gate of wisd.oa." 5 

(vi) Int It• ,~tit,ude ,o H1storx, 

A. tells WI tbat, "tae tborougbgoiag oonoept.lon of histor7 

in its applio&t.ton, not. onlJ t.o tbe attain of man but to nature 

itself is due ••• ohietly to Darwin." 6 With Darwin, the narrowl7 

"soient1r10• rte• oapitalat.ed to .u. bistorioal, and both are now 

&greed 1n-conoe1rtng tbelr subjeot.-•tter as progressive. 7 A. 

·•ntraats Darwin'• oonoeption with t.b&t ot Hegel. to t.he detriment of 

the la.t\er; for Hegel "it was a sign of the weakness ot nature ••• that 

Mature oannot aatnt.ain the om or Ute conceptual real• but talls 

r apart. 1nu partioulara aad i.lleir bistof'J• u And he goes Oil to eluoidate 

"lo thanks ean •aau.re our debt, to Hepl in particular tor the bia

torioal turn be gaYe io thougbt. Bui aft.er all, bis history was not 

so llllOh true biatory as tile aa.rsballlng of t,Jpos 1n Aristotelian 

fashion in their order; and the value of the work was iaense. tt 8 

Belt at &DJ rat., the nn att.it.ude to History is, tor A., 

1nextr1eably bound up ntb the tbeorJ of.evolution. 

(Y11J) . DJ, TbeoU of Bulutcltn and ilator,1. 

A. \f3S first and foremost an Evolutionist, and he nowhere 

5. Ct. howevet; STD, vol. I, Bk. I,.ch. I, p. 36 note, where A. repl1e 
to Rusaell: I ahouldsay tJIBt toe 1apert.anoe of any particular tiae 
1a rather praotioal than tbeoretioal, fld to realise the iaportanoe 
ol Tille as 8UOh la the gate of wisdom.. 

6. BT, p. 11. 

7. R. o. Collingwood, ·•The Idea ot History", o.u.P. 1946, p. 129. 
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conceals his adau.ration tor Darwin's work. It will be my contention 

here. that he a.ooepts Darwin too naively, and comes to make the 
. --

the or, or.evolution the a.xlomatio pr1no1ple upon .rhich his philosophy 
. . 

is bas~d. Int.be beginning, Darwin's influence on A. WM confined 
~ -· .,._ 

t,o the .la~ter' s Ethics (aa.· 1n MOP} ; but when ~- • s aetaphysioal 

thought, was full.J ature.., it was seen that he was an Evolutionist 

in metaphfsioa too. 
And A. regards Darwin's work as initiating a new attitude 

t,o H1stoJty; the essential thing was that tor A., Evolutioniaa 

involved a view of the to\311ty of things as historioal. Wha.t we 

must ask ourselves is (a) whether the theory ot evolution necessitates 

the view of the totality Qt things as historioal, and {b) it it does, 

just how seriously should we take the theory 1n our philosophical 

enquiries. 

In regard to (a,), I oannot see any way of avoiding tile 
~,:". 

oonoluaion that the theory ot evolution does in raot neoessitate the 

view ot the totality or things as historical; tor if ill. types ot 

existence aM to be exhibited as evolving in Time, And Time is a one

dimension&l process. \hell we Jltlst ooae to the conclusion ot a single 

one-cfl.ae~lonal process ~.· ,whiob all t,ypes of ex1stenoe eurge. 
:.> ,,. -~~-.-. ;_ .. 

But, in regard to (b), I Jlllst protest strongly against the 

use of a aoientifio tneor3 like Evo~uttonism as an a priori and 

unquestioned axloa. A. IJtprds it as true beyond d1souss1on; but 
,c,.; .,. 

,is it? I do not know; aa,_d,it is not for the philosopher to a11swer. 
' •,:,,-..;·, 

But on the other band thfr,pbtlosopber must be very careful in using 

the soient1f1o tormulatiQns of the moment· not to regard them as 

ce;cta\B,. If the _ history;~pr thought shows us anything. 1 t shqws us 
. . ' bow philosophers who pttt,,';:f~ir trust. in the oertain soientit1o "taots'' 

. ~:- ,J!-i ,. 

ot tbe aoaent,,, are sadlJ-~1s&ppointed. One would not find this so 
' •';-, . '. 

a. (Co~td. from p1·eviotts ~p) For t?is !de& <lf the "llfrshal11ng ot 
· types { see alsoJiOP.~.··•·.•P.· 2·,s, and t• s little book on Locke p.27, 

wbere t is ·argued t~ tor ~ooke • • • history means • • • not simply 
nor prill&l'ily the reoc,-rd of our ideas. but rattier it has the S8'le 
sense in wh1oh !soon !md Aristotle used the word before him, and in 
•.biob •• still.speak pt ZoQlogy as r-.tural history. The_ history of 
our minds 11eans a de~rfptlon or the content3 ot our mind as we tind 
the•, arranging tbem iq.to_sorts,.an~ assigning them to their appro
pria~e faculties ••• But the 'history"' which up be true as ·a des-

or1pt.1o .. n and .. an .aoalya···t·• .. ·.1. ·s.· not ne.·. oessarily true .. as ·an·.· aoo.ount ot 1··· Vder ot growt,ll. "- -Collianood eonti A ' • ~=;:°:!bibt.,aon •~~lletio to J:-'tilao8.:Pt~~ JZ1
~but . 
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reprebensible in A. were it not tor the taot that he is normally 

so olear as tot.be dist.iootlon between a tact and a theory. 

Evolutionisa .remains a ~ory to explain the taot.s, no ma.tter how 

', 

auob corroboration it receives in the •~Y or discovery of fossils, 

eto; it gyer beows a •tact•. And tbe philosopher is obliged to 

take heed ot the soient1t1o theories of the moment - he llUlSt accept 

tile verdict ot the experts. But be ooaits a grave breach ot 

pbiloaopbioal detachment if he regards it as a taot, to be aooepted 

with "natural p11t7•, as A. apparently does. 

( 

Tbe eonoluaioo I draw ia therefore that it is quite likely 

tbat the totality of tbiaga 11, historical; but we' should regard the 

dootr1ne aa a convenient toraulation and not a taot. We must there

fore not be ao confident in deduoing metapnysioal consequences from 

the bistorioal nature of reality. And above all, we must never allow 
"' . fiae to t,r/anise over ua, just on the basis of the Evolutionist 

neoessit7 or talcing Time seriousl1. 

(Y111) B,1par1a 

' The argument int.his thesis has been somewhat involved tmd 

I lll18t acknowledge the fact; but at the sa.me time I must disclaim 

complete responsibility. We started out with the resolution to 

exuine the part played in A.'s thought by the notion designated by 

the pbraae the "historicity of thingsn. We round, to our surprise 

that it was one ot the most iaporta.nt piilars of A.'s philosophy. 

It is possible that the previous assertion aa.y not be taken as . 
seriously as 1 t deaer•ves: one expects a wr1 ter to try to emphasise 

the importance of his partloular subject. But at the risk of being 

thought insincere I aust nevertheless stress the fundamental importance 

ot the notion or the "n1stor1o1ty of things" in the philosophy with 

whloh I am dealing. Adaittedly A. invented the phrase only in the 

•evening" or his lite, and adlaittedly he used it oonrusingly to cover 

two distinct notions, tor the two oharacterlstios which belong to ·a 
thing as historical. and tor the tact that it possesses suob 

oharaoteristics. But he invents tbe phrase to cover a feature ot bis 

thought that. bad al_,-a beea baplied. 

i 
I 

' 
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We have shown fu,w the fact that we oan sit at the feet of 

History and learn tha.t we must take Time seriously, i.nvolved for A.. 

that• regard the tot.a.lit, of things as a historical process. We 

saw further bow the idea ot tbe totality of things ~s historic3l 
""'- ~ . 

involved a two-fold stress being la.yed throughout A.'s metaphysioa.l 
l ,. . 

system, on actuality and process, because 1t was argued that all the 
i . 

features ot an 30tual process like the "history of' things" aust, them.-

selves be aotual and partake in prooeas. We saw how the notion of 

the totality of things as historical also involved a new status for 
. ' 

the very History from which it had been deduced. 

But. our exaaination_or this imposing set of ideas also 

indicated the weaknesses inat lay hidden beneath the surface. We 

saw that A. aooepted evolution too readily as an ax1omatio truth; 
• a 

that he therefore exaggerated the 1aportsnoe of the oonoeption ot 
the totality of things as historical; ln fsot, that he took Time too 

seriousl1. 

We are now in a position to see that even a very slight 

mod1!1oation in A.'s eaphasis on the totality ot things as historical 

carries with it the collapse of an important pa.rt of his system; tor . ,. 
it we are not so eager as A. to see the "historioity or things", then 

it boooaes very ditfioult to accept the idea. or a matrix or Spaoe

Tiae, the eaergence of qualities, and A.'s conception of freedom. 

( ix) Conclusion, 

Thus. on the b&lis or our study of what seemed superficially 

a relatively unimportant point in the philsophy or Samuel Alexander, 

we have been led to that orientation towards the system as a whole 

which we had hoped to achieve. 

We may say that in., Saauel Alexander we find a philosopher 

who gives us a penetrating and proround insight into the nature of 

philosophic method and Pf!Oblems, but who was nevertheless at the s::une 

time taken in by the soitntific prejudices of his time. 

;i 
1j 
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Tb.er• ie tnus a tundaaent.al diobotoq in his thought 

between his oonoeption of pbilosopn, and his idea or the totality 

of tJllags as historical •. A lesser man than Alexander would have 

given .u.p one or both or these positions. But .~. believed that 

t..beJ were bo t.h true, and; ~ought. to reconcile tae• by asserting 

insistently that the notion of a total history of things. ot the 

m&trix ot t.bings. ls a tau. 
But noaaount of repetition oan perstl3de anyone who is 

not, so iap,reased by soie~titio prejudioes as Alexander, that 

evolution 1!. a taot. It rem.a.ins a theory which Alexander, without 

proper lt,lat1t1oat1on h.as Mde the axiomatio basis or his philosophy. 

Ow.- oonolusion ts. tberefore. that we can indeed t'sit at 

the teat or History" and learn to 11t.ake Tiu seriously"; but we 

should not t.ake Time t.oo seriously and ugue that. everything must 

be bound by the 'i'i•e-prooess. 

It, t.hen, there r1.a suoh a thing as a "htstorioity '.)f 

tniogs". it 0&1mot. be a rthistorioity st ot Alexandrian nevents)'• 

~ 
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