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President Timothy Caboni listens to fellow speakers at the Board of Regents meetin iday i i i i it goi
. i ; g on Friday in Jody Richards Hall. Caboni announced plans for dealing with the budget deficit is i
worst decision anyone in a leadership position has to make,” Caboni said at the end of the meeting. i ’ e iCooing Tordad This < B

University College eliminated, workforce to be reduced

BY HERALD STAFF

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

o combat the current $15-million
Tbudget deficit, WKU's Budget

Council has recommended elim-
inating University College, reducing
the university's workforce and return-
ing management of the three regional
campuses to the Division of Extended
Learning and Outreach.

The recommendations were an-
nounced at the quarterly meeting for
the Board of Regents on Friday. Other
recommendations include reducing
the number of university vehicles and
reorganizing or consolidating similar
jobs and units.

“We are employing multiple strat-
egies to put WKU on a more sound
financial footing for the future, and
these include our strategic planning
efforts, our work with Huron Consult-
ing to revamp our budget model and,
of course, this effort to balance our
budget,” President Timothy Caboni
said during a press conference follow-

ing the meeting.

A number of units will also see bud-
get reductions. Academic Affairs’ bud-
get will have a cut or over $7 million.
Athletics will also lose over $1 million
which is 8.4 percent of the tolal cuts.

1 -

"We are employing
multiple strategies to
put WKU on a more
sound financial footing
for the future...”

President of WKU
TIMOTHY CABONI

The reductions total just under $16
million.
Caboni tasked the Budget Council

last fall with examining WKU's bud-
get model and addressing the current
deficit as well as recommending new
policies. The council includes one
student, four faculty members and five
stafl members. The group produced
35 recommendations, a majority of
which Caboni accepted.

WKU's deficit stems from a decrease
in enrollment and state funding in the
past few years, Caboni said. The defi-
cit is expected to continue to grow this
year. Gov, Matt Bevin has proposed a
6.25 percent cut to state funding. If
approved, WKU could lose $4.6 mil-
lion.

Earlier this year, Caboni said WKU
could have a budget deficit as large as
$40 million. The $40 million comes
from the current $15 million defi-
cit, the anticipated $4.6 million cut,
WKU's nearly $9 million pension obli-
gation and an anticipated $10 million
deficit from enrollment changes and
fixed costs. Additionally, WKU may
also lose $750,000 if Bevin's proposal
to eliminate the Kentucky Mesonet, a
statewide weather and climate moni-
toring system, is approved.

This is the first round of Budget
Council recommendations. Caboni
said more cuts can be expected after
the legislature releases Kentucky's fi-
nal budget model in April.

University College. -

Following recommendations from
the Budget Council, University Col-
lege will be eliminated effective July 1.

Academic programs, which include
African American Studies, Interdis-
ciplinary Studies and Organizational
Leadership, will be allocated to other
colleges across WKU.

“We will consolidate the functions
within University College that dupli-
cate campus support systems and in-
tegrate others into Student Affairs or
appropriate campus departments,”
Caboni said in an email.

University College currently has the
lowest enrollment compared to oth-
er colleges at WKU, according to the
WKU Fact Book. In 2016, University
College had a total enrollment of 1,370

SEE BUDGET = PAGE A2

Athletics prepares for
$1.3 million budget cut

BY JEREMY CHISENHALL

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Following the WKU Budget Council’s
recommendation to cut over $1.3 mil-
lion from the athletics budget, WKU
athletics is now tasked with finding
where to cut costs.

The exact amount of the recom-
mended cut is $1,346,259 from uni-
versity funding. That would be a 5.7
percent reduction of the athletic pro-
gram’'s 2017-18 proposed budget of
$23.6 million. The $1.3 million signi-
fles an approximate eight percent re-

duction that athletics is bearing for the
overall $15 million deficit.

Athletics director Todd Stewart said
he fears that difficult cuts may have to
be made, which could threaten WKU'’s
athletic success.

“The biggest challenge is, because
of all the other cuts we've had up to
now, the easy cuts have long since
been made. There aren’t anymore easy
ones, and you know I think that'swhat'’s
frustrating for everybody in athletics,”
Stewart said. “You have to have coach-
es, you have to have trainers, you have
to have a strength coach, you have to
travel, so all the areas where we're

SEE ATHLETICS * PAGE A2
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Admission standards to
increase at WKU

BY MONICA KAST
HERALDNEWS@WKU.EDU

WKU will no longer be admitting
students with a Composite Admission
Index score, or CAl, of less than 60,
according to the budget restructuring
plan announced on Friday.

The CAI is calculated using an ap-
plicant’s unweighted high school GPA
and ACT score. The applicant’s GPA
is multiplied by 20, and then the ACT
score is added to calculate the CAIL
Previously, WKU required a CAI of 65
or greater to guarantee admission, and

applicants with a CAI score between

¢>° Dominos
$5.99 MIX-N-MATCH &

60 and 64 were “"evaluated on a com-
petitive basis,” according to the uni-
versity’s website.

One of the accepted recommenda-
tions from the budget restructuring
plan is to “revise admission policies/
practices to end admission of under-
graduate students with CAI scores
below 60.” President Timothy Caboni
also said he will evaluate the recom-
mendation to look into “the implica-
tions of raising the CAI threshold to 65
or higher.” .

At a press conference following the
announcement of the budget restruc-
turing plan on Friday, Caboni said

SEE ADMISSION « PAGE A3
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WKU Athletics Director Todd Stewart stands before the Board of Regents on Jan. 26 in Jody Richards
Hall to ask that Rick Stansbury’s annual base salary be raised by $150,000. At the Board of Regents
meeting on Feb. 23 the WKU Budget Council reccommended a $1.3 million athletics budget cut.

ATHLETICS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

spending, you know, you really can’t cut
those areas if you want to remain a Divi-
sion I program.”

WKU has won 23 Conference USA
Championships since joining the con-
ference, more than double any other
program in the conference in that time,
but the program’s 2017-18 $23.6 million

budget ranked 11th in the conference,
according to university documents.

“The cuts just make it harder and hard-
er to succeed in a very challenging land-
scape,” Stewart said. “I look at our track
program as the most recent example.
That was one that won championships on
a pretty regular basis, and at the indoor
championships, our men came in eighth
and our women came in 11th. The budget
cuts have finally caught up to our track
program, and my concern is that if these

kind of cuts continue you're g0ing o %
that in a lot of other programs as well, an
certainly we don’t want to have that. i
As cuts are made across the .bﬂ .
President Timothy Caboni made it clear
after Friday’s Board of Regents meeting
that every department, including athlet-
ics, will be affected. .

“Everyone across the university will
share in some part of this pain,” Caboni
said. “They certainly will share in some
portion of the reduction. At the same
time, we want to make sure that we con-
tinue our winning traditions ... that's
important for us as we work through our
recruitment opportunities.” v

Stewart said that he thinks athletics is
a major opportunity for WKU to enhance
recruitment and increase enroliment.

“Our university has a major enrollment
problem, and I think that’s no secret, and
we're going to get out of it as a univer-
sity if we bring more people to campus
that have been here before and they're
excited about it,” Stewart said. “Athletics
is really one of the bestways to do that, so
that's kind of something we take serious-
ly, but it's just become more and more
challenging with just the cumulative ef-
fect of these cuts.”

In the budget restructuring plan, the
Budget Council recommended that the
university “ensure institutional support
for Athletics is addressed in the RAMP
[Resource Allocation, Management and
Planning Committee] process in the de-
velopment of a new budget model."

Caboni accepted that recommenda-
tion, but also chose to take under advise-
ment the second portion of the athletics

dation that states “}‘he gmwtg
in per athlete athletic sp_endmg shgql
;otpsutpace the growth in per student

mic spending.
acgltjeivart said he didn’t place any blame

on Caboni, who he said has been put u} a
tolegl('nk? ?153:1 g?z;me Tim Caboni at all for
any of this. He’s been hande_d al‘l‘ un“}rlmc;
nable situation,” Stewart s_ald. H.e. a
nothing to dowith any of this, and it’s lf:g{)
to him, obviously, as the prgsrdept. to
avery challenging budget situation, and
we all recognize that. And I hate what our
entire campus is going throlugh. I mean
the angst and the stress that’s associated
his.”
mwﬂ\}éu athletics’ $23.6 million budget
was the third-most funded area of a!Ip-
cation in WKU's 2018 budget, behind
academic affairs, which was bud‘ggrt‘ed
for $221.7 million, and Chief Facilities
Officer, which was budgeted for $28.9
million. ‘ 2
During the regents meeting, Cabopl
said people in positions eliminatfed will
be able to keep their position until June
30, unless they choose to leave earlier.
~ “The conversation around what the re-
ductions are and what positions are, &
ongoing,” Caboni said. “They're ongoing
in Potter College, they're ongoing in our
College of Engineering, they're ongoing
in student affairs, and so that's the case
with athletics as well.” ,

recommen

Sports editor Jeremy Chisenhall can pe
reached at 270-745-6291 and jeremy.chi-
senhall921@topper.wku.edu. Follow him
on Twitter at @]SChisenhall. :

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

students, The College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences had the next lowest
enrollment with 2,236 students.

Enrollment in University College has
decreased by 30 percent from Fall 2012
to Fall 2016.

Provost David Lee said he planned to
speak with people in University College
to find a match for their academic pro-
grams over the next few weeks to work
out the transition “in a pretty smooth and
transparent way.”

“I'm not terribly concerned about find-
ing suitable homes for those programs,
and they'll continue to function,” Lee
said. “From a student perspective ... you
might go to different classrooms, but

other than that, I don't think you'll notice
much change in how those programs
function.”

University College Dean Dennis
George has been at WKU 26 years and
said while he is still trying to absorb the
shock of his college’s elimination, he still
considers WKU his home.

He said he was unsure what it meant
for his own future at WKU, but he is
more focused on “getting through this
painful process.”

“It’s certainly difficult to imagine be-
ing separated from people you've known
and worked closely for years,” George
said. “[Employees of University College]
are the most wonderful people in the
world and deserve good homes.”

George said he has had conversations
both with Lee and Budget Council Chair
Indudeep Chhachhi. He met with Ch-
hachhi before winter break to discuss the
future of University College.

“I know recommendations were made
thoughtfully,” George said.

Lee said he has no plans to eliminate
any academic programs from University
College “at this point in the process,” but
he said a thorough review of all of WKU's
academic programs will begin next year.

“This is not a quick fix,” Caboni said.
“It's really thinking about what students
who come to WKU want to study, and if
we have those programs.”

Workforce Reductions

Caboni also accepted the Budget
Council’s recommendation to eliminate
40 currently vacant positions and to ter-
minate 90 to 100 already filled positions.

Caboni said employees will be in-
formed if they will lose their jobs by mid-
March, and the losses will occur across
the entire !

“This is painful; this is painful for our
entire campus,” Caboni said. “I ask you
to respect the fact that these decisions
affect real people’s lives.”

The Budget Council did not recom-
mend which specific positions should
be terminated. Caboni said the decision
will fall on the vice presidents and deans.
WKU will pay terminated employees
through June 30. All eliminations will
begin July 1.

“This has nothing to do with talent,”
Caboni said during the press conference.
“It has everything to do with resources.”

Caboni said WKU will continue to pro-
vide support to those individuals who will

S e R T

to have access to those open positions,”
Caboni said.

Ann Mead, vice president of finance
and administration, said human resourc-
es will partner with the career center to
reach out to people on a one-on-one ba-
sis to help with finding a job or choosing
another career.

WKU had already altered its hiring
process to account for the deficit. A Per-
sonnel Actions Approval Committee lead
by Mead, was formed last fall to review all
requests to fill positions and determine
whether they were critical to the univer-
sity. Only positions deemed critical to

GRAPHIC BY CRAIG OSTERTAG » HERALD

WKU's operation were filled,

The personnel reductions total just un-
der $10 million and make up two-thirds
of the $15 million reduction.

“This is the worst decision anyone in
this position ever has to make, and we've

* done itwith the most amount of care that

WCIE:SSW}' can,” Caboni said.
us Ernst, the faculty regent, said the
faculty has expressed
concerns about the
workforce  reductions.
He said he has known
layoffs were likely since
last fall, but he didn't
know how many layoffs
would happen.

Emst said he expects
more layoffs after the
General Assemb}y re-

Ann
Mead

puses, Glasgow, Owensboro and Eliza-
bethtown-Fort Knox, to the management
of the Division of Extended Learning and
Outreach (DELO).

DELO was officially formed in 2003
with the approval of the Board of Re-
gents, Housed under DELO are numer-
ous academic outreach units such as
the Distance Learning Testing Centers,
Study Away, WKU On Demand, winter
term courses and summer course ses-
sions and WKU Dual Credit.

At a press conference following the
regents meeting, Caboni, when asked
if the regional campus buildings would

be eliminated and everything would go
online, said there's not any intentions
to move away from in-person classes on
the regional classes.

However, he said there is an intention
to offer courses in a way that is directly
connected to the local economies of the
regional campuses and focuses on what
the people in those communities desper-
ately need.

“I've used this ex-
ample a couple of oc-
casions,” Caboni said.
:‘As much as I think it's
interesting to offer a
history degree on our
Glasgow campus, I'm

leases the budget plan
in April. He said the cur-
rent budget reductions
proposed by the Budget
Council pertain to the
$15 million deficit and
not the cuts that are expected to come
from the state in April.

“I do not know how to do this without
g;cﬁng personnel,” Ernst said of the

TlieBndgetCmmﬁlalsorecmnmend-

Vice president
of finance and
administration

ed a 4 percent campus-wide salary in- -

crease pool. The pool would start on Jan.
1,2019.

“This is so ing we must do for our
faculty and staff,” Caboni said.

Regional Campuses
Under the Budget Council's recom-

mendations and with Caboni’s approval,
WKU is returning its three regional cam-

it )L T

David not sure that best meets
Lee the needs of the local
“The  He

Herald reached

Provost & oo .

' 7 pper, di-

;’f:cma. Mt rector of media m‘iﬁuom

affairs and asked if there are

any plans to eliminate

. in-person courses at the

regional campuses or if they would e

moved completely online, Skipper did
hot respond before publication,

meHeraldalsomachedouttoBegh

students, such as veteran students and
students who are already in theworkforce
but are in search of additional education
to help them move up in their jobs. *

Ellis said whereas the Bowling Green
campus is viewed as a more traditional
experience, the Elizabethtown-Ft. Knox
campus works more to help people al-
ready in the workforce.

“I see the regional campuses as mo-
torboats and Bowling Green as the cruise
ship,” Ellis said. :

She also said the Elizabethtown-Ft.
Knox campus is important because'it
helps deter people from going to the Uni-
versity of Louisville. She said she often
hears from people how UofL is closer,
and WKU is farther away, but the region-
al campus is helpful because they can
work with students closer to that side jof
the state. Y

“We're fattening frogs for snakes,” El-
lis said.

Sally Ray, regional chancellor of the
Glasgow campus, said she was surprised
to hear about the changes, and last Fri-
day’s Board of Regents’ meeting was the
first she heard about the return to DELO.

She said she believes Caboni has, a
good understanding of the areas the re-
gional campuses serve and is supporti ve
of the institutions that serve those con-
stituents. She said, however, there have
been challenges in the past with getti ng
the right programs to the campuses for
those local constituents. She said DE-
ﬁlgs flexibility would hopefully help with

L. r

“The intent is, by moving the regio
to DELO, is it would allm'\f':rjr the mgogﬁ
campuses to be better equipped to deliv-
er programs that are aligned with work-
force needs in the region,” she said. |

She said for Glasgow, the areas that
would best align with the occupational
growth in the region are in healthcare
hu;iness and education "

ormer provost and facul n
Barbara Burch, was instrume;{alr?fe tli:ta
fonna?iun of the division, according to
DELO S website. Burch said she took
Caboni's decision to move the regional
campuses back to DELQ Imanagement
as a commitment to strengthening the
I’eglﬂn_al campuses,
hon?gl:g:s:jtilgonege has been a fine

e - but part of DELO's
mission is outreach ” shep id
Biich oat ch, said.

and face-to-face.

e classes alsq make up 51 Pé“

::;itoggl course enrollments across the
o Campuses, according to the Fall
glonal C
Tt,

ampus Enrollment Re-

of our fiscal siff-
LO can still be posi-

Sity,” Burch said. things for our univer-

Cabonj . ,
tions in sts?ll’fs Otsﬁd there would be redug-

an attempt toacene regional campuses fn
Offered across gl the on Vi C00 MR
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students reflect on tailgating location change

BY OLIVIA EILER
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

* WKU's Student Activities is hosting
a tailgating forum at 7 p.m. tonight in
Downing Student Union room 2123.

' Director of student activities Char-
ley Pride said the event will be a “dis-
cussion about last year’s tailgating by
Zacharias and Meredith [halls], feed-

* hack and what we do next.”

Pride said-he hopes to hear stu-
dents’ opinions on what worked and

“what didn't in the transition from the
Valley to the Pearce-Ford Tower lot.
Tailgating was relocated because of

' the new Hilltopper Hall.

“This meeting is the start of a pro-
cess to see what we do next with stu-
dent tailgating,” Pride said.

The forum will also include infor-
mation about behavior expectations
during tailgating.

Sigma Phi Epsilon member Anthony
Graham said he felt WKU was unpre-
pared for relocating the Greek tailgat-
ing last year.

“They had decided, ‘Oh, we'te mak-

“ing this building, and we don't have
an action plan for moving Greek life,”
Graham said. “So they said, ‘Find an
open space besides South Lawn and
'stick them there.' It felt like we were
shoved in there, like we didn’t really
have an option.”

Graham said he thinks members of

-Greek organizations should meet with
WKU to compromise on the best loca-
tion for tailgating instead of the uni-
versity making the final decision.

Other students said the location of
the PFT parking lot was a problem.

Zac Chavez said it is more difficult
for fraternity members to get from
their houses on or near College Street
to the new tailgating location. He said

it is a far walk for people who live off

Senior Corey Graham and junior Josh Rickert play beer pong on South Lawn during t

campus or on the other side of the
Hill.

“If they could find another loca-
tion, kind of in the center of campus,
I would start with that,” Chavez said.

Brandon Mosely said it was easier
to get to the Houchens-Smith Stadium
when tailgating was in the Valley.

“It's not awful; it's just kind of in-
convenient,” Mosely said. “Getting
from point A to point B is just a lot
more difficult because of the dis-
tance.”

Mosely said the atmosphere in the

tailgating area could be improved by
making it “more of a close-knit thing.”
He said the students are separated
from the people who tailgate on South
Lawn and from the stadium itself.

“You're so separated from every-
one else, and you're separated from
the game physically,” Mosely said. “If
people were able to be at least in sight
of the field, I think that would help a
lot.”

Zacharias Hall resident Sam Yaw
said he believes the transition went
smoothly.

LYDIA SCHWEICKART = HERALD

ailgating before WKU’s homecoming game on October 14.

“The only problem with it is that
[ just have to make sure that I'm not
parked in the area where it's at,” Yaw
said. “They do call you and ask you to
mave your car before they tow it, so
that was nice.”

All students are invited to attend the
forum tonight to offer their own feed-
back and suggestions.

News reporter Olivia Eiler can be
reached at 270-745-6011 and olivia.
eiler789@topper.wku.edu. Follow Ol-
ivia on Twitter at @oliviaeiler16.

ADMISSION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

WKU needs. to admit students who
have a “reasonable chance of being
“successful.”
+*1 think that has not been our past
.practice,” Caboni said at the press con-
ference. “If there is a cohort of students
‘we have admitted that have essentially
“a zero percent chance of graduating in
‘six years, the question is, ‘Should we
admit them?' And I've said no. It’s not
fair to them, it's not fair to the families,
it's not fair to the folks that subsidize
their educations.”

Caboni said the university would fo-
cus on maintaining the diversity of the
student population with the change to
admission standards.

“We will focus on ensuring that we
[remain) a diverse institution,” Caboni
said.

"' Richard Miller, vice provost for pol-
icies and personnel, said any time the
minimum academic standards for ad-
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mission are increased, there could be
“significant impact for low-income mi-
nority students.” Miller said changing
the CAl index did raise some concerns,
but it wouldibedifficult to tell what the
impactwouldbe, * 1 ===

“We'll have 1o see the impact,” Miller
said.

Miller also said raising the CAl was
likely included in the budget restruc-
turing plan, not as a cost-saving op-
tion, but as a way to improve “academ-
ic retention rates.” Miller said it would
focus on students who would “persist
longer than students who have a lesser
academic profile.”

Jace Lux, director of recruitment
and admissions, said he thought the
change would affect all types of stu-
dents who apply to WKU and “the per-
centages of students would likely re-
main the same.”

“I certainly think this is going to af-
fect all students,” Lux said. “We have
students of all backgrounds and under-
represented status as well as students
who are in the majority who we admit
based on their Composite Admission

- VOTING
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Index scores. That trend is going to
spread across all student types.”

Later, Lux added that WKU has a
high percentage of first-generation
college students from all backgrounds,
He said those students may be the
most affected.

“] think first generation students
may experience higher rates of ad-
mission decisions that were declined
than non-first generation students, but
that's always been the case at WKU,"
Lux said.

Lux said he thought the decision
may have been made from a “perfor-
mance funding standpoint.” '

“I think the idea is that we want to
get students who may not be ready for
WKU who might come here and spend
a semester or two semesters incurring
debt...we want to get them to a place
where they can be successful, get some
preparation that they need so that they
can come back to us later when they
are prepared,” Lux said.

Lux said for the class that started in
fall 2017, 255 students were admitted
to WKU with a CAI between 60 and 64.

-
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Lux said of the 255 admitted, 86 en-
rolled in classes for that semester.

Lux also said the change would not
affect students they are admitting for
fall 2018 but would likely affect the
class admitted for fall 2019, though
that was not definitively known.

Both Lux and Miller said more in-
formation will become known in the
coming days regarding changing the
CAI Lux said he found out about the

change during the budget restructur-
ing plan announcement. He said he
would be working with others at the
university “sooner rather than later” to
work out the details.

Miller also said he was hopeful more
information would be known soon.

“The devil is in the details, that will
become more clear in the next few
days or so,” Miller said.

Print managing editor Monica Kast can
be reached at 270-745-6011 or moni-
ca.kast187@topper.wku.edu.  Follow
her on Twitter at @monica_kast.
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A SLICE TO SAVOR

How to revamp
your New
Year’s healthy
lifestyle

BY SHAWNA AUD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

How many of you said “this year I'm go-
ing to start eating healthier and actually
stick with it this time” when contemplat-
ing your 2018 New Year’s resolution? I'm
here to help you with the “stick with it”
part. Making your New Year’'s resolution
into a lifetime resolution is the ultimate
goal here.

Are you needing some motivation to
continue with your healthy eating goals
from the New Year? In all honesty, me too.
As a nutrition major, people expect me to
wake up every day craving kale and car-
rots for breakfast. I can't stress enough
how far that is from the truth. We are all
human, we all have cravings and we all
lose motivation every now and then.

Throughout my experience of living
a mostly healthy lifestyle, 1 have come
across several ways to make healthy eat-
ing an easy, maintainable task of my daily
routine instead of the dreaded chore that
it may seem to be for some people.

First of all, don't be afraid fo try new
things. Start by picking a new fruit or veg-
etable (or both) to try each week. Thiswill
add variety to the nutrients you are con-
suming, as well as keep you from getting
burnt out on the same foods. After you've
found a few new favorites in the produce
section, use them to find and make new,
healthy recipes. You'll be amazed at just
how good vegetables can taste.

Secondly, I'm sure you've heard of meal
prepping, but what about snack prep-
ping? Healthy snack prepping is critical
to your healthy eating goals. Throw some
almonds and blueberries in a container
and head out the door. Celery and peanut

butter might be your healthy “between
classes” treat. Have it ready the night
before a busy day so getting hungry be-
tween meals isn’t an option for you,

Rushing between classes, work, the
gym and studying can make it hard to
have time for perfectly prepared, bal-
anced meals. In times like these, snack
prepping will have you covered with
healthy snacks to keep you from getting
hungry between meals and resorting to
fast food or unhealthy convenience store
items.

Last and most importantly, is to con-
sume a nutritional diet that you enjoy. If
you hate cherries, don’t eat them. Don’t
buy fish and brussels sprouts if you de-
spise their taste just because they are
deemed nutritious. Forcing yourself to
eat foods thatyou don't enjoy will only dis-
courage the habits you've worked so hard
to instill. The grocery store is stocked full
of healthy fruit and vegetable choices for
you to explore. This tip leaves us with no
room for excuses.

Remember, healthy eating is a lifestyle
change, not just a New Year’s resolution.
It is not something that is meant to be
learned overnight, so don't expect it to be.
You've already made it two months into
your journey. I hope these tips will moti-
vate you to continue on with the rest of it.

BUDGET BURDEN

EDITORIAL.
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The aftermath of the Ransdell Empire /

BY HERALD EDITORIAL BOARD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

The Issue: In a budget restructuring
plan recently issued by President Tim-
othy Caboni, specifications were laid
out on how the ‘current administration
is going to address a $15 million budget
deficit. These cuts, which represent only
phase one of a series of reductions to
come in the future, include eliminating
University College, returning the man-
agement of three regional campuses
to DELO (Division of Extended Learning
and Outreach) and reducing the size of
the workforce across WKU.

Our Stance: These cuts are a necessary
evil brought about by former President
Gary Ransdell’s administration and the
reckless spending he was allowed to un-
dertake with little to no oversight from
the Board of Regents. Caboni made the
right decision in actually addressing
the budget crisis in his first year on the
job. Caboni has also made promises in
the past to help terminated employees
through this transition process, a prom-
ise that needs to be upheld.

When President Timothy Caboni first
assumed his position here at WKU al-
most eight months ago, one can only
speculate if he knew just how bad of a
financial situation he was getting him-
self into. What began as an estimated
$11-15 million budget deficit last Au-
gust has ballooned into estimated over-
all $40 million budget deficit, a combi-
nation of the initial $15 million budget
deficit, pension obligations, state cuts
to higher education and other various
expenses.

In difficult times such as these, em-
pathy should first and foremost lie with
those who will lose their jobs in what is
only phase one of a series reductions
that are sure to affect the lives of more
faculty and staff in the future. These
people did not ask the former adminis-
tration to be so reckless in their spend-
ing which created a hole so big the only
solution was to fill it with a permanent
reduction of the WKU workforce.

Speaking of reckless spending, if
there are two entities to direct one’s an-
ger at it’s Gary Ransdell and the Board
of Regents. The original $15 million
deficit was a direct result of overzeal-
ous expansion projects to further the
Ransdell legacy while relying too heay-
ily on potential enrollment and placing
too much hope in revenue which never
materialized.

“Now ENTERING THE BOARD OF REGENTS
MEETING, EMPEROR GARY RANSDELL!™

The Board of Regents, a governing
body of WKU that could have limited
Ransdell’s spending, instead allowed
him to play emperor for over a decade,
while giving little to no oversight on
budgetary decisions. The recent Ara-
mark contract, which will end up cost-
ing students who opt out of WKU’s
meal plan $350 a semester, is just one
example of a lack of oversight.

Caboni, on the other hand, should
be commended for actually addressing
the budget crisis and making tough de-
cisions, even if it makes him unpopular
in his first year on the job. That being
said, Caboni still has a responsibility
to help terminated employees through
this transition period where displaced
employees will be paid through June
30.

While, according to the budget re-
structuring plan, 90-100 filled posi-
tions as well as 40 vacant positions are
going to be eliminated, it's important
to note that Caboni chose not to accept
the recommendation for administra-
tive salaries, and instead place it un-
der evluation. Under this stipulation,

ILLUSTRATION BY EMILY VOGLER ¢ HERALD
previous administrators who step into
faculty roles would not have the admin-
istrative increment included in their
salaries.

Essentially, the administration is
willing to eliminate over 100 positions,
but still conveniently has the money to
pay former administrators who return
to being faculty, practically the same
as they were getting paid as adminis-
trators.

Morehead State University made
news recently as doing the opposite of
WKU after they saved $1 million by cut-
ting five administrative posts.

This is just phase one in a series of
budget reductions that are sure to af-
fect the entire WKU population in one
way or another. It is crucial that we all
remain informed on these decisions
whose repercussions will be felt by the
next generation of students and faculty.

Not only that, but Caboni also needs
to be held accountable, if he truly
claims these cuts are going to be across
the board, for making cuts to adminis-
trators in addition to everyone else.

LISTEN UP!

Overcoming the label of victim in modern society

BY NICOLE LEONARD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

The transition from 2017 to 2018 wit-
nessed the transformation of victims
into activists. The end of the year left
many frustrated with the stagnation of
change, and they made moves to actu-
alize social reformation.

Sexual harassment in the workplace
andwithin all facets of society was ram-
pant for decades. Despite the dialogue
sparked by Anita Hill’s sexual harass-
ment allegations against now Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas in 1991,
victims continued to be outwardly

shamed and blamed for the injustices
their abusers perpetrated.

Sexual harassment victims and their

allies generated buzz about causes like
the “MeToo" campaign and “Time's
Up” initiative as 2017 came to a close.
Top businessmen and public figures
were consequently fired from their po-
gitions in the wake of this bold conver-
sation.

As individuals come forward, refus-
ing to remain complicit with the vic-
timization of their bodies, minds and
reputations, the public has no option
but to alter the course of dialogue re-
garding their strife. As victim becomes
a term which connotes determined
defiance, their victimization becomes

Gun control has dominated me-

dia conversation recently, as another -

group refuses to become another vic-
tim of public, political indifference.

Exasperated by the notion that
community members had reported
the shooter’s violent tendencies, and
teachers had undergone training to
prevent an active shooter situation,
students of Marjory Stoneman Douglas
high school joined forces to devise a
plan that will feasibly suffice.

They called on politicians to cut off
the influence of the National Rifle As-
sociation, who they claim had paved
the way for a dangerous 19 year old to
murder their friends and classmates.
They denounced the weak and inef-

prayers aimed at their tragedy. They
met with victims from the 2016 Pulse
nightclub murders, who had received
a similarly pathetic public reaction, to
rally strength before confronting Cap-
itol Hill politicians directly.

Victims’ experiences, their attitudes
and their anger are a blatant testimony
to the tragedies we sweep under the ta-
ble on a day-to-day basis. They are evi-
dence of social and governmental igno-
rance. They are arbiters of reparation
for those who stand beside them and
behind them, and they are voices for
those who still fear the consequence of
politicizing their social afflictions.

To victimize the resilient is to wage a
battle that generates an era of transfor-

their strength in numbers and in heart. fective sentiments of thoughts and mational social movement.
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Brian St. John directs the violin section of the orchestra during the show in Van Meter Hall on Friday. There are two sections of violin players, with 14 players total, including one WKU faculty membeq_.:._._:

BY HUNTER HALLORAN &
HANNAH LEBOEUF

PHOTOS BY HANNAH LEBOEUF

The WKU Symphony Orchestra per-
formed their Arabian Nights concert in
Van Meter Hall on Friday. The concert
featured every part of the orchestra as
a solo.

“We have rehearsed once a week for
two-and-a-half hours in order to pre-
pare for this performance,” said Lau-
ren Witty, oboist. “The most hectic part
to prepare for tonight was Scheheraza-
de, [Symphonic Suite, Op. 35].”

WKU faculty members, Ching-Yi
Lin, Andrew Braddock, Sarah Berry

The Symphony at WKU held the Arabian Nights concert in Van Meter Hall on Friday. The show was The Symphony was led in their final piece by Brian St. John, St. John is

and Patrick O’Rourke performed'in the
orchestra, playing instruments such
as bass, viola and violin. All members
of the orchestra practiced before the
show started and again before inter-
mission was over.

The symphony was conducted by
music professor Brian St. John. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in viola per-
formance and a master’s degree in
orchestral conducting. St. John was
accompanied by special guest Zacha-
ry Lopes, pianist and assistant profes-
sor of piano at WKU, who performed
during Piano and Orchestra No.l1 in
E- Flat Major. Lopes is an active soloist
and collaborative artist who has giv-
en performances and master-classes
around the United States.

led by Brian St. John, music director and conductor, with special guest pianist Zachary Lopes.

|

Harpist Phyllis Sparks performs with the orchestra on Friday at the Arabian Nights concert in Van Me-
ter. Oboist Lauren Witty said Sparks usually isn't able to make every show but she was for this one.

and composition and conductor of the orchestra at WKU.

Cellist David Wiles stands after the end of one of the pieces

three pieces conducted by Brian St. John, music director an
Zachary Lopes.

d conductor,
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WKU symphony orchestra performs Arabian Nights
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with special guest pianist
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WKU guard Taveion Hollingsworth (13) celebrates after scoring during the game against Old Dominion on Saturday. Hollingsworth scored 20 points and

played 33 minutes.

SILAS WALKER = HERALD

WORK TO DO

Seniors go out in fashion, final road trip remains

BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Saturday night's game against Old Do-
minion University marked the end of an
era for the WKU men’s basketball pro-
gram.

The 88-66 thrashing of the Monarchs
was the final game in Diddle Arena for
senior forward Justin Johnson and grad-
uate transfers Dwight Coleby and Darius
Thompson. Although their time at WKU

was short-lived, the excitement Coleby
and Thompson have brought to the Hill
will not be forgotten anytime soon.

As for Johnson, no one could have writ-
ten a better script for his final game in
front of a Hilltopper crowd. The four year
starter tallied 19 points and 11 rebounds,
his 34th career double-double, as well as
proposing to his girlfriend, now fiancée,
following the senior day ceremonies. The
22-point victory puts WKU in sole pos-
session of 2nd place in Conference USA.

“That’s the way you send your seniors
off,” head coach Rick Stansbury said.

“You all have heard me talk about our
three seniors all year long. They're in-
credible people, they always play great
and they're the type of kids you want to
coach."

One factor for WKU's success on Sat-
urday, and in Diddle Arena all season, was
the crowd finally ereating an atmosphere
that's tough for opponents to play in.
Diddle Arena was sold out and packed on
multiple occasions this season, including
the home finale. Johnson hit his first five

SEE MBB * PAGE B2

Hilltoppers
get series
win thanks to
pitching and
offense

BY MATT STAHL
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

The WKU baseball team won its first
home series of the season against
Northern Illinois University, winning
three out of four games, including the
program’s first home doubleheader
sweep since April 2015.

The Hilltoppers were propelled to
victory by a number of factors, includ-
ing a high-scoring offense and a strong
showing from their starting pitching.

“We try to schedule tough teams and
good competition and this weekend,
you know, was an indication of how
challenging every weekend is,” head
coach John Pawlowski said. “I'm en-
couraged by the signs that we see and
the development that's taking place
with some of these guys.”

The series win comes after the Hill-
topperswon their home opener against
Belmont University and moves WKU to
5-3 on the season, the team’s hottest
start since 2016.

In the first game of the Friday dou-
bleheader, which was previously
scheduled for Saturday, but was moved
due to concerns over the weather, se-
nior pitcher Ryan Thurston got his
first win of the season, striking out
nine NIU batters and only allowing
two earned runs, the best performance

during a stellar weekend for WKU's
starting pitchers.

“I think our guys have gone out there
and done a really good job,” Pawlowski
said. “Their goal is to get us deep into
the game. I feel like we have some po-
tential guys who can certainly do that.
Proud of what they’ve done so far but a
lot of work yet to do.”

WKU's offense was dynamite in the
first game, with senior left fielder Colie
Currie and junior right fielder Chase

Larsen leading the way, each getting
hits on their first three at bats.

“I was just trying to swing at good
pitches,” Currie said. “Me and Chase
both were both rolling that day so we
were just feeding off each other’s pos-
itive energy.”

After the Huskies closed the gap to
make the score 6-4 in the sixth inning,
junior catcher Colin Butkiewicz hit a
two-RBI double and then scored on a
sacrifice fly to make the final score 9-5
in favor of the Hilltoppers. Senior Ben
Morrison got the save and NIU senior
George Faue took the loss.

In the second game of the double-
header, WKU's offense stagnated. The
Hilltoppers were held without a hit un-

SEE BASEBALL ¢ PAGE B2

Lady Topper Legends finish career in Diddle Arena

BY ALEC JESSIE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

WKU's senior night win over UNC
Charlotte featured a perfect ending to
senior forward Tashia Brown's career in
Diddle Arena, as she scored a career-high
38 points.

Women's basketball head coach
Michelle Clark-Heard couldn’t contain
her happiness or praise for Tashia
Brown's final home performance.

“I'm just really glad she was able to
finish out her career like that,” Clark-
Heard said after Friday's win. “She’s just
special. She plays hard all the time. She's
very coachable. She's one of the best
teammates anyone could ever ask for."

The 6-1" guard from Lake Park,
Georgia, progressed each year with the
Lady Toppers. Coming into her senior
season, Tashia Brown never averaged
more than 20 points or five rebounds
per game. But in the 2017-18 season,
she has tallied career highs in points and
rebounds per gamewith 23.3 PPG and 5.4

RPG. For her career, she has scored 1,961
points on 42.5 percent shooting, good for
15.2 PPG.

Coming into the game, Tashia Brown's
previous career high was 34 points
against Old Dominion University Feb. 18,
2016.

When asked if she knew about
Crystal Kelly's record-setting 42 point
performance, and if she was chasing it,
Brown claimed she was just focused on
the game itself,

“I'was just playing,” Tashia Brown said.
“I didn't even knowwhat [ had at halftime

until they said something to me in the
locker room. I wasn't really trying to go
for a certain amount of points.”

Clark-Heard said no one planned for
Tashia Brown's scoring outburst, but told
her to take what the defense gives her.

“I just talked to her about being
aggressive and seeing how they were
going to play her,” Clark-Heard said. “See
every game we go in, she never knows
what's going to happen.”

While Tashia Brown lit up the

SEE WBB « PAGE B2
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shots of the game against ODU, helping
WKU build an early double-digit lead and
causing Diddle to erupt as loud as it's
been all season long.

“They helped us win a ball game to-
day,” Johnson said of the crowd following
the ODU win. “After the first 4 minutes,
all of us on the court looked at each oth-
er and were like ‘It's rocking in here.’
From the get-go the crowd was fantastic.
The students were on their feet the whole
game,”

But although you may never see John-
son, Coleby and Thompson play in Did-
dle Arena ever again, the era is still far
from finished. In fact, it may just be get-
ting started. Still with three games left in
the season, the Hilltoppers have already
tallied 22 wins, which are the most in a
single season for WKU in nearly a de-
cade. WKU's 14 wins in C-USA are also
the most since it joined the conference in
the 2014-15 season. Over the past three
games, the Hilltoppers have outscored
their opponents by an average of 26.3
points per game. WKU will hope to ride
that momentum into the most important

game of the season Thursday against
Middle Tennessee State University.

On Jan. 20, MTSU stormed into Diddle
Arena and handed WKU it's only home
C-USA loss of the season. The win gave
the Blue Raiders control of first place.
Now, the Hilltoppers will look to avenge
that loss Thursday when they travel to
Murfreeshoro, Tennessee, for round
two. With a win, WKU would be tied with
MTSU atop the C-USA standings. If the
two were both to finish with the same
C-USA record, Marshall would have to
finish ahead of University of Texas-San
Antonio in the final C-USA standings for

WKU i per one overall

to claim the num

seed in the C-USA toumamept. i
“They're the best team in fha o

ference, and I'm going’ to sayb ::id

somebr;dy beats them, Stansbury said.

respect for what they're do-

ing and what they've
best to beat them.
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scoreboard, Ivy Brown watched most of
the action. The skilled forward played
only 19 minutes in the game and just one
minute in the first half after she picked up
two quick fouls.

But the senior leader didn't hang her
head and came out strong in the second
half. She finished with 14 points on 5-for-
7 shooting and five rebounds, with almost
all of that production coming in the
second half.

Clark-Heard loved Brown's toughness,
calling it her identity as a player and
person.

“That's what she is,” Clark-Heard said
after the game. “If Ivy's name was in the
dictionary, beside her name would be
hardestworker and tough. That’s what she
is and what she does every single day.”

Even though she was frustrated while
sitting the first half, Brown was happy
with her teammates' performance.

“I sat on the bench for the longest first
half of my entire life, but it was nice to
see the team go out and play well,” Brown
said.

The 6-1" forward from Hodgenville
made her mark on the Lady Toppers with
her versatility and efficiency. To go along
with a career high 16.2 PPG, she also

registered over two steals per game and
one block per game on defense. A career
48 percent shooter from the floor and 80
percent shooter from the free-throw line,
Ivy Brown was a super efficient scorer
and near-automatic inside the paint.

Clark-Heard said she is appreciative of
the two seniors for taking a chance on the
Lady Toppers program and sticking with
it for four years.

“When we really weren't winning big,
like we are now, Ivy Brown took a chance
on us,” Clark-Heard said. “Then you have
Tashia Brown as well and you look at what
those two have done for this program.”

Clark-Heard also praised them for how
unique and selfless they have been while
at WKU.

“We've never had players like them
here,” Clark-Heard said. “They’re the
most unselfish players I've ever been
around. They're so selfless, so loving, so
caring.”

After the game, they both fought back
tears as they thanked the Diddle crowd
for their support the last four years.

While the days Diddle are over for
Ivy and Tashia Brown, they still have
unfinished business on the court. With
two regular season games left and
the regular season Conference USA
Championship at stake, there is still
plenty of basketball in a Lady Toppers

SHABAN ATHUMAN * HERALD

WKU forward Tashia Brown (10) looks to make a pass as she is defended by UNC guard Jada Martin
(10) during the Lady Toppers 83-61 win over UNC Charlotte on Friday in Diddle Arena. Brown led t?ae

Lady Toppers in scoring with 38 points.

uniform left for those two.

But regardless of what the season’s
conclusion may have in store, Ivy and
Tashia Brown will be among the most
beloved players to ever put on a WKU
uniform.

Sports reporterAlec Jessie can be reached
at 270-745-6291 and alecjessie226@
topper.wku.edu. Follow Alec on Twitter at
@Alec_Jessie.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

til the seventh inning. Fortunately for the
Hilltoppers, their defense was excellent
and junior RF Dillon Nelson hit a solo
home run in the eighth inning to give
WKU the 1-0 victory. Morrison got his
second save of the day.

On Saturday WKU got off to a slow
start, as NIU took a 2-1 lead into the bot-

tom of the fourth inning. The Hilltoppers
loaded the bases before the teams were
pulled from the field for a 45-minute
lightning delay. After the delay, WKU
scored six runs to blow the game open
and then added one run in the fifth and
two in the seventh to earn a 10-2 victory.

The Hilltoppers couldn't pull of the
series sweep, falling 5-0 Sunday after
being unable to generate any meaning-
ful offense, only managing five hitswhile
giving up 11. Junior pitcher Troy Newell
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took the loss for WKU, his second of the
season, while freshman pitcher Michael
Lasiewicz earned the win for the Hus-
kies.

“We wanted to complete the sweep
today,” said Nelson, who went 3-for-3 in
the final game of the series. “But three
wins out of four, it's tough to beat a team
four times.”

The Hilltoppers will hope to extend
their momentum to their midweek away
game against number eight-ranked Uni-

Brexit: The Road to
Riches or Ruin?
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versity of Kentucky, before coming back
to Nick Denes Field for aweekend series
against West Virginia University, a team
which began the season ranked in the
top 25, but has struggled out of the gate,
starting 2-5.

Reporter Matt Stahl can be reached at
270-745-6291and  matthew.stahl551@
topper.wku.edu Follow him on Twitter at
@mattstahl97.
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ECONOMICS

GORDON FORD

Tuesday, March 6th
Gary Ransdell Hall
Room 1074
7:00 pm

A Lecture by Daniel Hannan
Member of the
European Parliament

| Department of Economics
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for the Study of Capitalism, Young America’s Fo
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Trey Turner's jllustrations go beyond just artwork

BY TYLER EATON
HERALD.SPORTS @WKU EDU

’n:ey'mmer is known for being the man
behind WKU's men’s basketbal) se
-ticket design this Season, but he' as:iuon
* more than that. - i
In high school, Turner
inga big time baskethall pm?;czm
at Logan County High School and twice
being named a Kentucky Nike HoopStar.

% ﬁr:l that;-drems Cham, he went to Division

‘lndlana school Hanover College in

.+ Quickly he realized that thi

.:may simply be just that — 5 dreﬂ]al;imﬁ

whe decided to come back closer to home

o ‘WKU. Soon after returning, however,

ttﬂlmgs took an unexpected turn for the

orse.

- “Iwent through some really bad health

. problems when I got to Western,” Turner,

~mow a WKU alumnus, said. “It actually

 reached the point that I had to get my left

. lung removed.”

.=+ Turner clarified that he had a portion of
his left lung removed in December 2015,
His illness effectively ended any hopes
Turner had of pursuing that dream of bas-
ketball stardom and forced him to begin
focusing on other ways to have a success-
ful future.

_ It was soon after his illness that Turn-
er began focusing on another one of his
childhood passions: art. Turner eventu-
ally graduated from WKU and moved on
to teaching at Daymar College in Bowling

Green.

“I always enjoyed drawing when I was
younger,” Turner said. “I fell in love with
Western Kentucky sports and started
drawing playérs for fun.”

This combination of two of Turner’s
greatest loves, art and sports, began as just
a hobby but would soon become much
more than that.

Using the skills he was developing in
graphic design, Turner started to create
different illustrations of the players and
post them on social media: His first draw-
ing to gain public aftention was a 2016
illustration of former Hilltopper George
Fant.

The following fall, Turner began to draw
illustrations of various football and bas-
ketball players. As the popularity of the
illustrations continued to increase, so did
the enjoyment from making and sharing
them. :

“I'd just be watching TV and see some-
thing cool that happens and think it would
be awesome to see a Western player doing
that,” Turner said. “Other times, I'll see an
emotional moment on the court and put it
into an illustration.”

Turner did all of these illustrations in
his free time while working at Daymar.
Last year, he got the opportunity to begin
his current job at Southcentral Kentucky
Community and Technical College. That
wasn't the last opportunity to come his
way in 2017, as WKU basketball would
soon come calling.

Because of WKU's switch to Nike appar-
el, new jerseys had to be made for the bas-

ketball teams. The new Nike jerseys didn't
arrive in time for pictures of the players
to be taken in them for the season ticket
holder packages.

This led to WKU contacting Turner
about doing illustrations of all the players.
Turner had done many drawings of last
year’s players on social media, including
drawings of head coach Rick Stansbury.

As it pertains to this Hilltoppers team
featured in those season ticket illustra-
tions, Turner has nothing but the highest
of praise, even comparing this year's team
to one of WKU'’s best in recent memory.

“I'm loving the team,” Turner said.
“They playwith so much energy. [ got here
the year after Courtney Lee left, but that

LYDIA SCHWEICKART « HERALD

team was good, and this is the best team
we've had since that team with Courtney.”

The Hilltoppers went 29-7 in Lee's se-
nior season. Lee was named the Sun Belt
Conference Player of the Year.

Despite this initially seeming to be a
one time occurence out of necessity, he
certainly wouldn't mind doing it again.

“I did it just for the boys this year,” Turn-
er said. “Maybe next year they’ll have me
do it again. Maybe [ can do the boys and
the girls. We'll see.”

Reporter Tyler Eaton can be reached at
270-745-6291 and tylereaton1022@yahoo.
com. Follow him on Twitter at
@Tyler_eaton1022

Lady Toppers on offensive tear to begin 2018

BY CASEY MCCARTHY
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

WKU softball continues to impress in
the early part of the regular season, as the
Lady Toppers are boasting one of the top
statistical offenses in the nation.

WKU (11-4) finished the Hilltopper
Classic with a 3-1 record through ad-
verse weather. With a win in their second
straight home opener, the Lady Toppers
are now 4-1 in home openers under head
coach Amy Tudor, 12-7 overall. WKU en-
tered the weekend leading the nation in
doubles per game, at 2.4 per game. The
Lady Toppers also rank near the top-10
nationally in batting average, on-base
percentage and scoring.

Senior Brittany Vaughn, who had a
home run in the final game to go along
with a multitude of impressive plays in
the field, including a jumping tag-out at
second base, reiterated that the team’s
‘underclassmen don't act like underclass-
.men.

*“It's not just one person has to be hot
the whole time,” Vaughn said. “It's kind of
like a mix of everyone, and we're excited
to continue that.”

TR

Sophomore Paige Carter leads the Lady
Toppers batting barrage, hitting a blis-
tering .512 with seven multi-hit games
on the year already. Freshman Maddie
Bowlds has been impressive as well with
two multi-hit games in the series. She's
currently hitting 400 for the year. Five
other Lady Toppers have averages over
300 as well.

As a team, WKU's average of .349 is
considerably higher than the team's mark
at this time last season, .227. While last
year's squad was able to generate more
home runs at this point in the year, the
Lady Toppers attack has become more
balanced this season.

Compared to the 2017 season, WKU has
generated over twice as many hits, almost
30 more runs and over 40 more RBIs. The
Lady Toppers will look to continue their
searing start as they push towards confer-
ence play.

“Obviously our hitting is still going
well,” Vaughn said. “Every aspect of soft-
ball you can always improve on.”

WKU opened the weekend slate with its
fifth run-rule victory of the year, defeat-
ing University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
10-0 in five innings. A pair of triples from
Vaughn and Carter opened the scoring,
and the Lady Toppers never let up. Carter

L o LR

matched her season-high RBI total with
three on the game, as Vaughn turned in a
3-for-3 performance at the plate, her sec-
ond-straight three-hit performance.

Sophomore Haylee Towers picked up
her first decision of the year, pitching four
scoreless innings and allowing just three
hits, WKU'’s offense failed to find the plate
in the team'’s lone loss on the weekend,
dropping the second game Friday to To-
ledo, 1-0. Bowlds finished with her sec-
ond multi-hit performance of the day as
freshman Shelby Nunn pitched her fifth
and sixth complete games on the year this
weekend.

“I thought [Friday] was a great day for
our pitching staff,” head coach Amy Tu-
dor said in a press release. “We executed
our pitches and had a great presence on
the mound. Shelby took a tough loss in the
circle but threw well enough towin.”

In a Saturday slate shortened by severe
weather, WKU used a big first inning,
notching five runs, to put Indiana State in
a hole early. The Lady Toppers never let
up, with Paige Carter hitting a three-run
home run, her second of the year, off the
parking garage. Carter, McGuffin and ju-
nior Jordan Vorbrink all registered multi-
hit performances on the day, as Nunn
picked up her second decision of the

weekend.

The Lady Toppers closed the weekend
slate with a pair of wins Sunday, coming
from behind to defeat Green Bay 6-5, be-
fore defeating Indiana State 6-2 in the fi-
nal game of the weekend.

Down 3-0 going into the bottom of the
fourth inning, WKU responded with five
runs on four hits to take the lead, adding a
sixth run in the bottom of the fifth. Green

Bay responded with two runs in the top of
the sixth but was unable to make up the
deficit. {heariy

WKU closed out Sunday évening, get-
ting off to another fast start, scoring four
runs in the bottom of the first against In-
diana State University. Vaughn launched a
ball towards center field that bounced off
the fielder's glove and over the wall for a
two-run homer. The Sycamores respond-
ed with runs in the third and fourth. They
generated hits but were unable to turn
them into runs.

The Lady Topperswill be back in action
on Friday afternoon at home against Aus-
tin Peay State University.

Reporter Casey McCarthy can be reached
at 270-745-6291 and casey.mecarthy573@
topper.wku.edu.

City of Bowling Green accepting applications for
the following positions:

Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or
at the computers in the Human Resources Department in City
Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green. The City of Bowling
Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Drug-Free Work-
place.
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WKU forward Tashia Brown (10) and her mother Tomekia Thomas wipe away tears as they listen to head coach Michelle Clark-Heard following the Lady Toppers 83-61 win over UNC Charlotte on Frida)_«.-h:n
Diddle Arena. In her four years on the team, Brown has scored 1,961 points, averaging 15.2 points per game. :

SENIOR SEND-OFF

Men’'s and women'’s teams win on senior night

BY JEREMY CHISENHALL
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

oth the men's and women's bas-
ketball teams held their senior

night in Diddle Arena last week,
and both came away with convincing
wins in their final home games of the
season. Both teams have a short road
trip to end the season before the Con-

ference USA Tournament starts.

The Lady Toppers sent seniors Ivy and
Tashia Brown off with an 83-61 win
over UNC Charlotte. Brown scored a
career-high 38 points on the night,
which was good for the fifth-most
points in a single game in program
history. Ivy Brown scored 14 points,
including three 3-pointers. Both Ivy
and Tashia Brown are members of the
1,000-point club, with Tashia Brown
nearing 2,000 points for her career.

SHABAN ATHUMAN = HERALD

The Hilltoppers won their final
home game against Old Dominion
University, 88-66, in front of a sell-
out crowd. Senior forward Justin
Johnson picked up his 34th career
double-double with 19 points and 11
rebounds. Graduate transfer guard
Darius Thompson had 11 points,
six rebounds and a team-high eight
assists. Graduate transfer forward
Dwight Coleby had 11 points and
eight rebounds.

WKV forward Ivy Brown embraces head coach Michelle Clark-Heard following the Lady Toppers’
game against UNC Charlotte on Friday in Diddle Arena. In her four years as a Lady Topper Brown has
scored 1,388 points and is averaging 10.7 points per game.

Graduate student forward Dwight Coleby (23) celebrates duri

ng the game against Old Dominion on
Saturday. The Hilltoppers beat Old Dominion B8-66. i D

SILAS WALKER * HERALD e '

. SILAS WALKER » HERALD
WKU senior guard Justin Johnson (23) holds his framed jersey in Diddle Arena during senior night on

0 WKU senior guard Justin Johnson (23) kisses his long
Saturday. Johnson scored 19 points and had 11 rebounds during the game vs, Old Dominion,

after proposing to her on senior night Saturday in Dj
88 - 66.

~time girlfriend

and
ddle Arena, wi now financé, Keeley Rogers,

Uwent on to beat Old Dominion

v
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Tammra Turner styles hair on Feb. 21 in her salon, Designs by Tammra. After attending cosmetology school and working in a hair salon, Turner decided
to open her own business. Turner’s daughter, Deidra Morrow, has also picked up hairstyling and is following in her mother’s footsteps.

IN THE FAMILY

Mother and daughter share love of
hairstyling, run businesses

BYLAUREL DEPPEN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

Tammra Turner has been interested
in hairstyling since she was 5 years old.
Now, years later, she owns her own sa-
lon, Designs by Tammra.

Turner links her interest in hair-
styling to her grandmother, who was
a hairstylist as well. She recalled her
grandmother braiding her hair and
wanting to be able to braid like her.

At the age of 5, Turner remembered
practicing on a Barbie hairstyling
head.

“My relatives noticed that I had got-
ten really good, and it's been history
ever since,” she said.

Turner went to the Lindsey Institute
of Cosmetology in Bowling Green and
started working at Angel's Profession-
al Salon. After working there for four
years, Turner decided to go into busi-
ness for herself, something that she
recalled as being scary, but rewarding.

“For me, it's more about doing qual-
ity work than having lots of people
here,” she said.

Turner said she has several regulars,
some who have been with her since
she's been in business, and some who
travel to meet with her from as far as
Nashville and Louisville. Turner cred-
its this to-her passion for hairstyling.

“I'm not going to say I'm that good,”
Turner said. “They know [ love what I
do, and because I love what 1 do, I'm
going to take my time and do my best.
I've never considered myself to be bet-
ter than anyone. I've just looked at my-
self as trying to do my best.”

Though Turner has a passion for
what she does, she said her career fo-
cuses more on building and maintain-
ing relationships. She commented on
how the role of a hairstylist in a per-
son’s life is avital one, even though it
is behind the scenes.

“We are important to the world,
even though we're mostly in the back-
ground,” Turner said. “I had one lady
whose hair I did for her prom, her wed-
ding—every time she looks at those
pictures she’s going to think of me.
That's a special place in people’s lives.
That’s how serious I think the job is.”

Turner also commented on how her
role as a hairstylist has a lot to do with

trust. She said that to her, trust goes
beyond knowing what hairstyles or col-
ors look best on someone.

“This is a kind of ministry,” Turner
said. “So many times, people come
here and they want me to listen'when |
work. We talk about things they're go-
ing through. Sometimes they just need
a listening ear. They don’t need you to
say anything or repeat what they say.
I've learned to appreciate the space
people give me in their lives outside of
their hair.”

Turner's daughter, Deidra Morrow,
also inherited a love for hairstyling.
Morrow opened her own business, The
Beauty Bar, just across the hall from
Turner’s salon.

“My grandmother was really happy,”
Turner said. “It just made her day to
see both of us doing good in our own
businesses.”

Morrow said hairstyling came natu-
rally to her after growing up and see-
ing her mother work.

“Working for yourself is a commit-
ment to yourself,” Morrow said. “It
takes a lot. Even when motivation runs

SEE SALON = PAGE C2

Lecture to
explore
patriotism
and race

BYJULIE SISLER
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

In honor of Black History Month,
WKU will host Michael Butterworth,
director of the Center for Sports Com-
munication and Media and professor of
communication studies from Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin, for a presentation
called “Anthems, Athletes, and Activ-
ism: Communicating about Patriotism
and Race in Contemporary Sport.”

The lecture will be the first in the Carl
L. and Mary Anne Kell Distinguished
Lecture Series in Communication. It
will take place tonight at 6 p.m. in the
Grise Hall auditorium.

“With the program, we're aiming to
inform and give them [students] an op-
portunity fo be exposed to more speak-
ers,” Carl Kell, professor emeritus of
communication, said. He and his wife
founded the series.

Butterworth is a distinguished
scholar in multiple areas but focuses
on communication and athletics. He
has authored multiple books, includ-
ing “Baseball and Rhetorics of Purity:
The National Pastime and American
Identity during the War on Terror.” He
is also a published author in numerous
journals.

He also serves as the chair of the
Communication and Sport Division
for the National Communication As-
sociation and secretary of the Sports
Communication Interest Group for the
International Communication Associa-
tion.

The lecture series will feature mul-
tiple speakers from various areas of
study coming together in an effort to
provide WKU students with more ex-
posure to outside speakers. The se-
ries will also place an emphasis on the
importance and relevance of public
speaking skills for students.

“The series is intended to bring
in really high profile, distinguished
scholars who speak in ways that stu-
dents can understand and relate to,”
Helen Sterk, head of the communica-
tion department, said.

Butterworth's presentation will
delve into the connections between
patriotism and racism in modern, con-
temporary sports and how those con-
nections relate to communication re-
garding those issues.

“He is, 'm sure, going to give a
very interesting presentation,” Kell
said. “It’s important information, even
if you're not into the athletic side of

SEE LECTURE « PAGE C2

National Pan-Hellenic Council and its importance to WKU

BY GRIFFIN FLETCHER
HERALDFEATURES@WKU.EDU

The National Pan-Hellenic Coun-
cil (NPHC) is the governing body of
WKU's nine historically African-Amer-
ican fraternities and sororities, many
of which were founded on WKU's cam-
pus in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Durwan “Dee” Green a senior from
Texas, an international business and
Spanish major, member of the WKU
Forensics team and former president
of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, said he

believes NPHC is a guiding force at
WKU.

“We're the leaders and the voice for
minorities on campus,” Green said.

Green later added, “We were found-
ed on the values of being a voice for
minorities.”

Founded in 1906, Alpha Phi Alpha
was the first African-American, inter-
collegiate Greek-lettered fraternity
founded in the United States. Green
said he is proud to be a member of Al-
pha Phi Alpha at WKU.

“It's really an honor to be a part of
this fraternity because we had to set
the foundation for those to come,”

Green said.

Lexington-native and Delta Sigma
Theta sorority president Danielle Dai-
ley, an education major, said NPHC is
special in that it bonded the “Divine
Nine,” the nine most historically in-
fluential African-American fraternities
and sororities in the United States,
each represented at WKU and on
NPHC.

“It’s like being part of a family,” Dai-
ley said.

Blake Bowden of Stone Mountain,
Georgia, a major in sport management
and member of Omega Psi Phi frater-
nity, serves as scholarship chair on the

NPHC Executive Board. Bowden said
he believes Omega Psi Phi and all of
NPHC are important to campus be-
cause they are proof of perseverance
through segregation.

“We were founded because we
weren't allowed to join white fraterni-
ties,” Bowden said. “We had to make
our own. Through doing so, we really
made something beautiful.”

NPHC is unique from the Interfra-
ternity Council (IFC) and the Panhel-
lenic Council, the respective govern-
ing bodies of WKU's fraternities and

SEE NPHC « PAGE C3
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Alum preserves history of black communities

BY DRAKE KIZER
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

Bowling Green native Don Offutt,
70, has been deeply intertwined with
the African-American community for
his entire life, and now his ultimate
goal is to make sure that his people’s
culture will never be forgotten.

Offutt was born in the Shake Rag
community in his grandmother's
house: At the time, segregation did
not allow black people to use medical
facilities, so doctors had to come into
homes and deliver babies there.

Despite hardships, Offutt said Shake
Rag, a black neighborhood in Bowling
Green that rose to prominence follow-
ing the conclusion of the Civil War,
was actually very lucky.

“Bowling Green was one of the for-
tunate cities that sat on a primary road
between Louisville and Nashville,"
Offutt said. “The black community in
Bowling Green had one of the prime
areas to develop since there was major
traffic going north and south. Before
31-W existed, you could not get any-
where without coming through State
Street.”

As far back as first and second grade,
Offutt said he was groomed to pursue
his own excellence by the elders in his

life. Offutt said that he and some of
his classmates were instructed to read
poems before school programs as part
of a special selection process. To him,
this was an example of the critical role
black women have always played in the
survival of the black community.

“Once you were identified by the
old ladies, you got chosen to be some-
body,” Offutt said about his youth. “If
you had those old ladies lay their hands
on you, you were going to do some-
thing special because they wouldn't
see it any other way.”

During his time at High Street High
School, Offutt was the captain of the
track and football teams. Segrega-
tion prevented most High Street ath-
letic squads from competing against
whites, and it also caused all of the
black students within a 20-mile radius
of Bowling Green to attend the same
high school. Offutt said that reality
actually helped contribute to the deep
sense of camaraderie in Shake Rag.

“If you lost the football game be-
cause you dropped a pass, you didn't
want to go to the barber shop to get
your haircut for the next week because
you'd hear about it,” he said. “On Sun-
day at church the preacher would say,
‘The Lord's going to bless wide receiv-
ers with better hands.’ If you walked
in to get a hamburger, you'd hear ‘If
I give you this, don’t let it drop out of
your hands,’ but that type of tightness

DonOﬂutt.hctdresonFeb.s,ZMSattheBobKirbyLib
. Jonestown, a town that existed near the Southwest part 0

Smith Stadium currently stands.

is what drove the black community.”
Offutt was also successful in the
classroom, and he was named valedic-
torian of his senior class in 1965. After
graduation, he received a scholarship
to attend Kentucky State University, a
historically black college. However,
the school did not have much money to
provide for him, and so he was forced
to transfer to WKU after only one year

WITTNEY HARDIN * HERALD

rary. The lecture explored the history of
f campus, at the spot where Houchens-

away from Bowling Green.

“Coming back to Western was one
of those interestingly good, serendip-
itous kind of positive things,” Offutt
said. “Having gone to a [historically
black college], what you learn about
who you are and what you're capable
of doing is never in question. Bowling

SEE PROFILE » PAGE C4

LECTURE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1

things.”

He will discuss the impacts of
events such as those surrounding Col-
in Kaepernick, former San Francisco
49ers quarterback, and other athletes
kneeling during the national anthem.
His presentation will go further into
the activism of these movements and
their impacts. Butterworth will also
touch on how race impacts these
movements.

People are likely familiar with the act
of taking a knee or refusing to stand

during the national anthem as Kaeper-
nick made headlines for kneeling
during the national anthem in August
2016. Since then, it has grown more
and more into a recognizable form of
protest.

Kaepernick, in an August 2016 in-
terview, told NFL media he was pro-
testing what he deemed as “wrongdo-
ings against African Americans and
minorities in the United States.”

“I am not going to stand up to show
pride in a flag for a country that op-
presses black people and people of
color,” Kaepernick told NFL Media.
“To me, this is bigger than football and

it would be selfish on my part to look
the other way. There are bodies in the
street and people getting paid leave
and getting away with murder.”

Much of the criticism surrounding
kneeling during the anthem centers
around the perceived disrespect to-
wards American soldiers, veterans and
military members.

“I'm very pleased that this is hap-
pening during Black History Month
because I believe that this is black his-
tory in the making,” Sterk said.

Sterk said Butterworth will explore
both sides of the argument surround-
ing athletes using public events to

express private beliefs and whether
or that is considered patriotism or an-
ti-patriotism.

Kell said he hopes that students who
attend will gain a deeper understand-
ing of the everyday impacts of commu-
nication and its importance.

“My goal for the lecture is to fill ev-
ery seat in Grise 235,” Kell said.

Butterworth's presentation is a
swipeable event for students.

Features reporter Julie Sisler can be
reached at 270-745-6291 and julie.sis-
ler389@topper.wku.edu. Follow Julie
on Twitter at @julie_sisler.

BGPRA,

““ BOWLING GREEN
PARKS & RECREATION

Open Interviews for Parks and
Recreation Seasonal Positions

Friday, March 2, 2018

Morning session:
8am.-11 a.m.

Afternoon/Evening Session:
2:30 p.m.-5 p.m.
FO Moxley Center

Cemetery Laborer

www.bgky.org/hr/jobs

270.393.3000
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NPHC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1

feature graduate chapters that exist all
over the U.S. and consist of alumni of
all ages. Graduate chapters stay active
through community service and public
works projects.

Bowden said graduate chapters
make allegiance to an NPHC organiza-
tion a lifetime commitment.

“When we join our organization, that
is pretty much a lifetime dedication,”
Bowden said. “It's something that you
carry on for life.”

Though NPHC organizations are
celebrated for their uniqueness, NPHC
President LaRosa Shelton, a broadcast
journalism major and member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, said she hopes
to bring organizations from NPHC,
IFC and the Panhellenic Council to-
gether during her presidency.

“This is something that's never been
done before,” Shelton said. “I want us
to be unified, and I think this is the
time to do it."

Shelton said the three entities will
be brought together this spring during
Greek Week, which will mark the first
time organizations from NPHC, IFC
and Panhellenic have all experienced
Greek Week from the same perspec-
tive. Shelton said the organizations
will be able to compete through a va-
riety of Greek week-themed events and
activities.

Cori Venning, a broadcast news ma-
jor and member of Alpha Kappa Alpha,
said she believes it's important that
NPHC, IFC and Panhellenic “bridge
the gap” and start working alongside
one another more often. Venning said
she believes all organizations at WKU
share a bond in terms of service, which
she said she believes makes integra-
tion possible.

*Our main goal is to serve our com-
munities,” Venning said. “We're just
really trying to get out there and try
and know each other.”

Reporter Griffin Fletcher can be

reached at 270-745-2655 and griffin.
fletcher398@topper. wku.edu.

SALON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1

low, you still have to be dedicated.”

That dedication is something Mor-
row said was a key part in being a suc-
cessful business owner.

“What you get out is what you put
in,” Morrow said.

Turner said that she has high hopes
for her daughter’s future.

“We want our youth to aspire to do

‘better than us,” Turner said. “That's

Q‘.

Designs by Tammra is a hair salon in Bowli

siness and Al
of the bu has a daughter who Carried on m:;??tmm;s o b boss s the QWS
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what [ want my daughter to do. I want
her to go further.”

Turner said she had aspirations
of .running her salon out of her own
building. She said that now she wants
to help her daughter do that.

I think every parent wants their

chil“d or the next generation to do bet-
ter,” Turner said.

Featnres reporter La

be reached at 270-745-6291 and lau-

rel.deppen ?74@topper. wku.edu.
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Trying to find my place in the black cbmmunity

BY EBONEE GABHART
' HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

As a biracial female student and an.

individual within the black communi-
ty in general, Black History Month is
a liberating time to embrace ang find
passion in my roots,

Confidently taking part an 4
actor and membel:'gwl;thin -nigzhgzﬂ
munity is not something that just natu-
rally unravels, Growing up and accept-
ing that many people honestly do not
value your emotions and seeing this as
a consistent theme throughout large
groups of people is disheartening as a
child seeking pure friendship,

Speaking on my relationship with

“'my blackness and how it is a part of my

identity makes me feel extremely vul-
“nerable. Vulnerable to the people who
think that there are no more issues or
that I have no experience. Vulnerable
to people who do not see the impor-
tance of the month or understand my
need to say any of this. And vulnera-
ble to those interpreting my voice as

. 'whatever they perceive it to mean or

dismissing it. '

This is part of why I feel Black His-
tory Month and events and represen-
tation of groups is so important. It's
important because of how vulnerable
I feel bringing up or discussing ele-
ments of my experience of being black
in front of people, as if it is taboo.

This is not something I am trying

to blanket over all people. Saying that -

everyone is indifferent to black voices
and is eschew on their issues is ridic-
ulous. I can only speak from my expe-
rience. ¥

From my experience, though, I do
not think there has ever been an envi-
ronment where I have felt I could truly
and honestly divulge to my feelings on
racism and prejudice and this defining
yet empowering aspect of my identity.
Continuously throughout my life, the
color of my skin has served as a sort of
testament to my character.

I have watched it do the same for my
parents, the two most in-love people I
know who are married, raising biracial
children in a world and society that
does not understand their value yet.

1 do not think people realize just how
negative stereotypes shoved down a
person'’s throat can erode their mind-

set, how constantly having false mis-
conceptions forced onto you can affect
your perspective.

Former United States Senator Carol
Moseley-Braun once said, “Defining
myself, as opposed to being defined by
others, is one of the most difficult chal-
lenges I face.”

But this is again where I stress that
people do not care about your emo-
tions. At a young age this is something
I continuously would remind myself of
whenever [ felt the need to ask some-
one to refrain from using the “n" word
or became offended by a joke. People
do not care about your emotions.

Maybe this is where the vulnerabil-
ity sprouted, but nevertheless there
has always been an anxiety about an-
nouncing my pain and sharing my ex-
perience within the black community
for me — a fear of being discredited or
not wanting to be heard and knowing
thatwe are still at a place in our society
where people make assessments based
off of preconceived misconceptions of
others.

Building a relationship and estab-
lishing my place within the black com-
munity is something that [ am still try-
ing to figure out. Being surrounded by

people and being in environments that
foster connections within the black
community and an appreciation and
knowledge for the types of works Afri-
can Americans have created is empow-
ering. This type of acknowledgement
is what Black History Month is built
on.

We are pulling the attention to a
group that usually isn't shown equal-
ly for what they can do. Black History
Month is for African Americans, and it
is to say, “Look, we can do this too, and
we can do it just as good if not better.
You deserve everything just as much
as anyone else.”

In one of my favorite poems by black
poet Danez Smith he says, “Think:
once, a white girl waskidnapped and
that's the Trojan war. Later, up the
block, Troy got shot and that was Tues-
day. Are we not worthy of a city of ash?
Of 1,000 ships launched because we
are missed? Always something de-
serves to be burned. It's never the
right thing.”

Columnist Ebonee Gabhart can be
reached at 270-745-6291 and ebonee.
gabhart700@topper.wku.edu.

~'Black Student Union dissolved, now evolved

¥

BY NOAH MOORE
'HERALDFEATURES@WKUEDU

In the past century, colleges across
‘America have seen the issue of minori-
ty representation at college campus-

" es and worked to address it through

implementing things such as Black

" Student Unions for African-American

students. WKU, however, is not one of
those campuses.
While the campus does not have

_ its own center solely focused on Afri-

can-American students, but it almost
did.

What was once the Black Student
Union has now evolved into organiza-
tions on campus such as the Intercul-
tural Student Engagement Center, also
known as ISEC, and the Black Student
Alliance, also known as BSA, which
work to create a community for mi-
nority students, specifically students

- of color.

In 2016, when the Honors College
began to house the International Cen-
ter, the Sofia-Downing House on Col-
‘lege Street became the Black Cultural
Center after student leaders in the
‘Office of Institutional Diversity and
Inclusion began work on a proposal to
present to former President Gary Rans-
dell. It detailed how students wanted a

. community space for black students

to collaborate, host sessions, relax
and discuss issues they faced with
like-minded individuals who have ex-
perienced similar circumstances.

The Black Cultural Center, also
known as the BCC, began the move in
early February of that year. However,
it wasn't permanent, Months later, the
BCC became part of the newly-created
ISEC, where program coordinator Kris-
tina Gamble took the reins.

“We had moved over there, but it
never matriculated into what they had
wanted the Black Cultural Center to
become,” Gamble said. “The students
had wanted to create a safe space with
community and did a great job of plan-
ning and presenting to Ransdell their
reasonings for the BCC through a pro-
posal, but it never truly took off.”

When the Black Cultural Center di=

minished in prominence, the overflow
of International Center offices took
over the Sofia-Downing House, and
BCC dissipated in: 2016. However, the
resources available to minority stu-
dents grew.

Currently on campus, there are sev-
eral organizations available to all mi-
nority students, but most are found
under ISEC. ISEC is the umbrella orga-
nization that contains the ISEC Acade-
my and the Pride Center, and it reaches
out to organizations such as the Hill-
topper Organization for Latin Ameri-

R P P L VU DM © g g g P e TR, R A L

can Students and the Black Leadership
Academic Conference. It also deals
with recruitment, retention and grad-
uation of traditionally underrepresent-
ed groups.

“The reason for ISEC’s founding
comes from the need for intersection-
ality,” Gamble said. “You can't educate
and isolate. It's OK to create safe com-
munities in the umbrella groups, but
we have different prongs. There is a
sense of community within each mi-
nority group, and we want to expand
that, but it’s truly about creating a sys-
tem of intersectionality where we can
learn from each other."

ISEC Academy, a subset of ISEC, in-
tegrates these principles into the lives
of its students through creating a liv-
ing-learning community to surround

—students with other students in similar

classes and ethnic backgrounds. Soph-
omore Jazzlin Hamilton, a participant
in ISEC Academy, said this program
has become more like a family to her.
“ISEC Academy provides a place
where we all can get together because
seeing someone who looks like you
makes you feel more comfortable,”
Hamilton said. “We all live in the same
dorm, have the same classes and study
together. ISEC is a family that wants us
to succeed. The staff there always has
an open door policy, and if you need
personal or educational help they will

make sure you get it.”

Beyond ISEC, the BSA has also be-
come a replacement for the Black Cul-
tural Center in supplicating discus-
sion, unity, and empowerment, said
BSA president Ciara Futrell, a junior.

“We provide a space for students of
color to come together, providing uni-
ty, group discussion and conversation
about issues facing African American
students in our campus and commu-
nity,” Fufrell said. “We are actually
the oldest non-Greek organization on
campus.”

BSA also defines itself as a black stu-
dent union which fills the void left af-
ter the BCC fell through. As president,
Futrell said she sees the future of BSA

growing under her leadership and be-
yond.

“I want-BSA te grow to be the home
for all black students on campus,” she
said. “I hope that students continue
to notice us and the difference it can
make on their college experience. It
gives me the power to make a differ-
ence within the community, and al-
though it can be challenging, nothing
beats pulling our community together
in one setting.”

Features reporter Noah Moore can be
reached at 270-745-6291 and noah.
moore786@topper.wku.edu.  Follow
him on Twitter at @noah_moorel8.

Thurs. Feb. 1 | 5:00 p.m.

Thurs. March 8 | 5:00 p.m.

Grise Hall 236

wed. MarCh 7 | sm plm.
Rodney King How to Make a Poster

OR Enakshi Roy How to Give a Talk

WKU REACH 2018

Student Research Conference

Student Workshop Series

Leila Watkins How to Write an Abstract
Honors College and International center 2007

Leyla Zhuhadar How to Visualize Research Data

Honors College and International center 2001

Honors College and International center 2007
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HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

The bright hues of red, white and

blue starkly contrast the pitch-black
surroundings on the canvas. The out-
line of Africa, filled with bright colors
and the detailed portrait of a young
black woman, contrasts with the dark
background.

“This shows that this is a person that
is an American who just happens to be
African American,” Angie Link, office
coordinator of the Intercultural Stu-
dent Engagement Center (ISEC), said.
“We believe that this piece represents
Black History Month the most.”

The piece, ‘entitled “African Ameri-
can,” is by student Malik Reece. It de-
picts a young woman with an American
flag headwrap, with the shape of Afri-
¢a cut out around her. Link chose this
piece to be sent out across campus to
faculty and staff as a promotion for the
exhibit.

In honor of Black History Month,
ISEC is holding a month-long art ex-
hibit. The artists, all black students,
produced various pieces, including
paintings and sketches. The artists
are Malik Reece, Shayne Howell and
Darinda Reddick.

“We wanted to do something to com-
memorate Black History Month,” Link
said. “Each of these pieces is symbolic
to Black History Month and shows the
struggles these artists and others have
faced.”

The pieces cover a range of topics,
including education, female empower-
ment, spirituality and violence against
the African-American community.

“Darinda [one of the artists] works a
lot with women and the issues faced by
African-American women,” Link said.
“She’s passionate about women and
nature and the symbol of an African

Student art exhibit honors Black History Month

HANNAH VANOVER * HERALD

Art hangs for a Black History Month gallery in room 2041 of DSU. The event, sponsored by the Intercultural Student Engagement Center, features artwork
from WKU students Malik Reece, Darinda Reddick and Shayne Howell. The gallery will be available to view throughout the remainder of this month and

the first week of March.

woman being a queen who is strong in
her community.”

Howell's “Balance” shows the rela-
tionship between two lovers and how
they must balance each other out,

“I wanted this to show my perspec-
tive on black love and how a man and
woman should support and grow with
one another,” Howell said.

Howell's work also used art to depict
the impact of words on members of the
African-American community.

“I wanted to show my vision on the
words that weighed on us back then
and possibly still do,” he said.

Reece's “Unspoken Graduation”
portrays a young black man in grad-
uation robes with duct tape over his

mouth. Link said the piece shows how
“many black men are told that they can't

graduate high school or college, but
will persevere and become what they
want to be in the black community and
prove to society that they can do it.

Link said she believes that the artists
hope to show the struggles faced in the
African-American community while
also showing that they will overcome
those challenges.

“In some ways, this exhibit has
done just what I hoped,” Howell said.
“I think the most important message
[that the exhibit sends] would be to ex-
press what you believe in.”

ISEC is also hoping to put together
a guided tour and question and an-

swer session with the artists in orderte
learn more about the artwork and their
messages. :

“We really hope students will com
by and see the artwork on display,” Link
said. “It's done by fellow students and
it's in honor of Black History Month
and the things that African Americans
have done throughout history.”

The gallery will be open through
the end of the month in ISEC’s office
at Downing Student Union in room
2041.

Features reporter [ulie Sisler can be
reached at 270-745-6291 and julie.sis-
ler389@topper.wku.edu. Follow Julie
on Twitter at @julie_sisler.
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Green is home, and that provided
impetus to make some changes there.”

The changes Offutt sought to bring
to WKU were immediate, as he and fel-
low student Larry Ashby founded the
Omega Psi Phi fraternity in Decem-
ber 1968. Offutt said the organization
was the first black fraternity on a white
campus in the slave-holding south, and
it represented progress for the univer-
sity’s African-American students.

“When we came, there was absolute-
ly no black organization on Western's
campus,” Offutt said. “The school only
had a few years of black folk really
coming there, so they may have had
100 black students. The monument we
put near Van Meter Hall and the old
Kissing Bridge to commemorate our
founding is still very important to me.”

Offutt graduated from WKU in 1969.
From there, he worked various jobs, in-
cluding serving in the National Guard,
before settling on a teaching career.
He taught at many schools, but his lon-
gest-tenured position was as a profes-
sor in the College of Education at Ken-
tucky State University from 1992 until
his retirement in 2006. In addition to
teaching, Offutt has received two dif-
ferent master’s degrees and is current-
ly working on his doctorate from the
University of Kentucky.

Since retiring, Offutt has been de-
voted to the African American Museum

in Bowling Green. He said he drives to
Bowling Green from his home in Lex-
ington multiple days per week in order
to volunteer and do speaking arrange-
ments. Though the museum's physical
location at 1783 Chestnut St. is rela-
tively new, the ideas behind it are not.
“About five of us actually started
planning museum concepts as far back
as the mid-"90s,” Offutt said. “We all
went to the same high school, and we
allwanted to maintain that life because

“I always say that Don’s got more
stamina than me because at 70 years
old, he’s going to get his doctorate,”
Bailey said when asked about his life-
long acquaintance. “We have always
been friends, but we reconnected on
our interest here in the museum.”

Offutt has many reasons to be invest-
ed in the museum, but he said a key
one is to educate people and remove
what he calls “mythological informa-
tion" from the minds of the masses.

Those folks contributed to their own freedom. No one
ever really gave them anything. Many of the people in
the Bowling Green area had been enslaved, so that’s
where a lot of the energy for those communities

came from.

we were all born in the same area. The
preservation of our history and culture
has been something that we have done
for a long time because our dads and
grandfathers were activists in the com-
munity before us.”

Howard Bailey, former vice presi-
dent for Student Affairs at WKU and Af-
rican American Museum board mem-
ber, said he has known Offutt since
the two were both students. After his
retirement in 2015, Bailey has become
more involved in the museum, and the
two have bonded as a result.

Bowling Green native and WKU Alum
DON OFFUTT

For example, Offutt is quick to remind
people that the Civil Warwas not about
freeing slaves, but about black people
freeing themselves and taking control
of their own destinies once they had
the chance to do so. '

“Those folks contributed to their
own freedom; no one ever really gave
them anything,” Offutt said. “Many of
the people in the Bowling Green area
had been enslaved, so that's where a
lot of the energy for those communi-
ties came from. Even in the difficult
times that they faced, there was the

concept to self-define and self-deter-
mine their fates.”

WKU senior Erian Bradley was not
aware that the African American Mu-
seum existed. She said she believes it
should be showcased and advertised
around campus, especially during
Black History Month.

“I'm pretty sure if people knew about
it, they would go see it,” Bradley said.
“We only get 28 days of black history,
so there should be as much promotion
as possible.”

Offutt said he owes his identity to
his hometown, and his mission in life
moving forward is not just to show that
there were great people and things
going on in Bowling Green's Afri-
can-American communities, but to
also preserve their memories and ar-
tifacts.

“I have been married 47 years, and [
have two children and a grandson,” Of-
futt said. “Iwant the grandchildren that
I'll see and the grandchildren that I'll
never see to be able to go somewhere
and read something about where old
Papa came from and why he was what
hewas. It's all about understanding the
importance of ancestors and honoring
the people who walked this journey be-
fore us.”

Features reporter Drake Kizer can be
reached at 270-745-2653 and clinton.
kizer287@topper.wku.edu, Follow
Drake on Twitter at @drakekizer .

GMAT REVIEW COURSE

worth more.

AT WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

5:00 P.M.
: Grise Hall 434B

Starting on Tuesday, March 20th (5 meetings)

On-Campus Only $400!
yportunities to earn GMAT and Book Scholarships!

ntact for more details or visit wku.edu/mba

WKU MBA: Choose Online, One-Year On Campus,

or Professional

PAY BY MARCH 13TH & GET $25 OFF
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