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THE SOCIETY

FOUNDATION AND PURPOSES

The Hispanic Society of America is the creation of its founder, 
Archer M. Huntington. Travels in Spain and Spanish studies, culminat­
ing in excavations at Itálica and in the translating and editing of the 
Poem of the Cid, resulted in a plan for an institution which would pre­
sent the culture of the Hispanic peoples. In 1904 Mr. Huntington estab­
lished the Hispanic Society and placed in its care his library of manu­
scripts and about forty thousand books assembled over a period of some 
twenty years, as well as paintings and other works of Spanish art.

The original collections and additions subsequently made by the 
founder and by others are housed in the Main Building, opened to the 
public in January 1908, and in the North Building, opened in 1930 for 
the exhibition of Spanish arts and crafts of the present century.

The Constitution states that the nature of the Society is to be "a 
free public library, museum, and educational institution”; its object, 
"the advancement of the study of the Spanish and Portuguese languages, 
literature, and history”; its purposes, "to promote the public welfare by 
actively advancing learning, and providing means for encouraging and 
carrying on the before-mentioned work within the State of New York; 
also by issuing publications from time to time”.

MEMBERSHIP
Since the foundation of the Society, the Trustees have elected to its 

membership men ' and women of many countries who have become 
distinguished in the fields of Hispanic art and literature. Members are 
limited in number to one hundred, and Corresponding Members, from 
which group the Members are usually drawn, to three hundred.
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THE MUSEUM COLLECTIONS
Paintings include primitives of the Catalan, Aragonese, Valencian, 

and Castilian schools, works of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
by Morales, El Greco, Zurbaran, Ribera, and Velâzquez, and of the 
eighteenth century by Goya. Among the modern artists represented are 
Zuloaga, Viladrich, López Mezquita, and Sorolla, whose canvases on the 
regions of Spain were painted for the room in which they are exhibited.

The sculpture comprises a group of polychrome wood carvings, 
beginning with a Mater Dolorosa of the thirteenth century, as well as 
work in marble and alabaster, of which two early sixteenth-century wall 
tombs from Cuellar are remarkable. There are also engraved ivories in 
Phoenician style, pre-Roman and Roman bronzes, a tenth-century His­
pano-Moresque ivory box, and jet statuettes and amulets.

Pottery objects of the prehistoric and the Roman periods, excavated 
from the environs of Carmona and Itálica, form a noteworthy group in 
the ceramic collection. Of singular importance is the exhibit of Hispano- 
Moresque lustreware, which numbers over two hundred pieces. There 
are tiles and pottery from Talavera de la Reina, Alcora, and Sevilla, 
Buen Retiro porcelain, Mexican glazed ware from Puebla de los Angeles, 
and Roman and Spanish glass, of which a vase with enamel-painted 
decorations is a rare, sixteenth-century example.

The metalwork collection presents objects from pre-Roman and 
Roman Spain, iron knockers, reja bands, and locks from the Gothic to 
later periods. Works in silver for ecclesiastical use are represented by 
crucifixes, paxes, censers, and a ciistodia, dated 15 85, by Cristóbal Becerril. 
Pieces of Portuguese and colonial silverwork are also on display.

Representative of furniture from the early sixteenth through the 
eighteenth century are chairs, tables, benches, writing desks or vargueños, 
chests, and Indo-Portuguese cabinets.

Among the varied examples of textiles are Hispano-Moresque silks, 
gold and silver brocades, and velvets of the fifteenth and sixteenth cen­
turies. Also there may be seen ecclesiastical vestments, Spanish and Portu­
guese embroideries, a group of Spanish peasant laces, and rugs from the 
famous rug-weaving centres of Cuenca, Salamanca, and Alcaraz.
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THE LIBRARY COLLECTIONS
Books and manuscripts on the history, literature, and art of Spain 

and Portugal, for reference use only, form one of the most notable 
Hispanic libraries in America.

Exhibited manuscripts include royal, ecclesiastical, and papal docu­
ments, personal and holograph letters, codices, church service books 
with their calligraphic and illuminated decorations, and letters patent of 
nobility (cartas ejecutorias de hidalgiitaj.

The printed books begin with some two hundred and fifty His­
panic incunabula, with several by that "master of arts”, Lambert Pal­
mart of Valencia. First and early editions of the important Spanish 
authors include the famed collection of the Marquis of Jerez de los 
Caballeros. Among the volumes of Portuguese history and literature 
are to be found other rare editions such as those of Os Lttstadas by its 
great epic poet, Camoes.

GENERAL REFERENCE FILE OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs of fine arts and decorative arts as well as views of 
Spain, Portugal, and Hispanic countries are available for study. An im­
portant section of this reference file is devoted to the presentation of the 
costume of these countries.

PUBLICATIONS
Beginning with the so-called Huntington reprints of early books 

and manuscripts, the publications of the Society, numbering more than 
six hundred, include works by members of the Society on Spanish art, 
history, and literature, a group of related studies published in co-operation 
with other institutions, and the "Hispanic notes and monographs” series 
inaugurated in 1919, to which belong the catalogues of the collections 
prepared by members of the staff.

Publications issued previous to 1929 are out-of-print; those printed 
since that date, with few exceptions, may be purchased at the Informa­
tion Desk or secured by writing to the Society.
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TERRACE AND NORTH BUILDING 
Sculpture by Anna Hyatt Huntington

The Hispanic Society of America, located on Audubon Terrace in 
New York City, between 15 5th and 15 6th Streets, west of Broadway, 
may be reached by Fifth Avenue bus No. 4 or 5 and by west-side Seventh 
and Eighth Avenue subways.

MUSEUM HOURS
Weekdays (except Monday) 10-4:30, Sundays 1-5

Closed Mondays, July fourth, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day

LIBRARY HOURS: 1-4:30
Closed Sundays, Mondays, holidays, the month of August, 

and December twenty-fourth to January first inclusive

Admission is free

confitJHcJ inside
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GASPAR DE GUZMAN, COUNT-DUKE OF OLIVARES 
BY DIEGO RODRIGUEZ DE SILVA Y VELAZQUEZ (1599-1660)
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DUCHESS OF ALBA
BY FRANCISCO JOSE DE GOYA Y LUCIENTES (1746-1828)
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THE FAMILY OF THE GYPSY BULLFIGHTER 
BY IGNACIO ZULOAGA Y ZANORA (1870-1945)
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CHARTER OF ALFONSO THE TENTH, EL SABIO
Dated at Aguilar de Campó, March 8th, Era 1293 {i.e. 125 5 A.D.) 

Parchment with pendent leaden seal

SGCB2021



HEBREW BIBLE
Richly illuminated manuscript probably inscribed at 

Córdoba or Toledo
Fifteenth century
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.Apoçalppfiô.

Cpoíoanqaíote vtoacnitlleo colea.Cpuijc 
OK lea bagrui oiceac vifttB tcajpgui perqueaco 
raa oasant loe pena od an^l tqni molrrana a 
mi aqueftea cofea'lE ami :2uaroa non façea 
©ement fo enfempe ab tn e abba frase tena 
psopbetea te ab aqudis qni femen lee paranlea 
où ptopbecia a aqueil líbre. a oen acorn. E 
oframitnoiaselleeleepareulee odapropbe/ 
ria ce aqneft liwe «Car lo tempe ee prop .<2tri 
non noga encaraie qui en lee Iut5ice0 ee enfot 
5ectpa(tara te qui inlïee fia iulhfïcat encara 
e lo fentiîa fentificat encara.Veus que vincb 
toft te lo guarro men ee ab mi: rene a cafen fe 
gone lee obree fueo’polo alpbaeoiprímere 
corratptíncípi efí.Benauenmrate fon loa 
qni lauen iee ftolee fuea en la fancb cd anpellt 
perqK lía la poteílat oe día en lo fWl w vwat 
e per porteo entren en la riutat.EJefora loe 
canee frota verte loe lopirtofoee Iceboroící

cea eloeferuínte aleoiroleeietotaqut.., 
ama e fa mentira .po iefue be Ramea lo ángel 
meo a tdh'ficar aqueítee cofee a oofalrrco en 
lee egleltee .po fo rad e linatge a oauiot frda 
reQílancent e matutina JE lo fpoe e la Ipofa oí 
en toinc. E lo qui ouíoíga vine .£ qui ba fet 
Tinga. É qui vol prenga «grat apgua « vi / 
03. Car faç tefh'moní a tot oint lee paraulee 
oda propbecia ce aqueít libre. 8í algu bauu a 
íuftat a aqllee taiuíla» ceu fob:: aqll lee pía/ 
gnee que fon tríree en aquefl líbre : e íi algu 
bauraoiminuír alee paraulee oda propbecia 
a aquefl libre ¡tolra on la part re di od libre 
a vioa e ala riutat fanctat e a aquefree cofee 
que fon Ihíree en aqueft libre. 2Díu bo lo qui 
tdhmoni roña a aqftee cofee .(Encara. Uincb 
toft tamen. Uine fenpor iefue. La gracia od 
fenpor noftreíefu criftlía abtote vofaltrea 
2lmen.

Gradee infiniOeo lien feted al / 
omnipotét Ocu/c fenwi noihe/ 
gefn crift : e da bumíl e facratiilïma verge maria mare fuá. SIcaba la 
biblia molt vera/e carbólica t treta a vna biblia al noble moflen berc/ 
gner viuee a boil cauallert la quai fon trdlaoaoa a aquella propzia que 
fon arroman^aoa en lo moneftir a portaedi a lengua latina en la no / 
(Ira valenciana per lo molt reuereno micer bonifaci ferrer coctor en ca 
Icnn oret/e en facultar a lacra theologia t e con a rota la Cartopa ¡get 
ma od benauenturat faner oicent ferrer od ora a pricacore ten la qud 
tranf lacio forc/e altree lingulare bornée a (ciencia. E ara orreramét 
aquella ee (lasa oiligentment corregioa/oilla/e regoneguoa per lo reue 
rëo medre jaume borrdl medre en facra theologia od ora a ¿ricaroro t 
e inquiliœr en rogne a valéria. (Es daoa empremptaoa en la riutat K 
valencia a oefpefee od magnifteb en pbilip vÎ5lant mercaor oda Vila a 
jfne a alta 2llam5pa: per medre îllronfo femâaj a Cotroua od Keg/ 
a Calldla/e per medre lambert'palomar alamâp medre en artet come 
caca en to mee a febrer al any mil quatrecente fetdta fet t eacabaoa 
cn to mee a Mars od anp Mil. CCCCLXXVIII.

VALENCIAN BIBLE
Valencia, 1478

Only known leaf (last page with colophon) of the work translated 
by Bonifacio Ferrer and printed by two of the earliest printers in 
Spain—Alfonso Fernández de Córdoba, probably the first printer of 
Spanish birth, and Lambert Palmart, "German”
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Co contentoo encfte pjcftnre volumen oc iScrnar 
ooGoioonio C8 lo reguienrc.$>!imera mcnre los ftc 
tc líteos que fe intitulan Eilto oe mcotctna.Eo fcgá 
oo: Eas tablas ocios ingenios. Eo tercero: el iRcgí 
miéto oclas aguoas, Eo quartotcl Iractaoo ocios 
niños conel iRcgtmícnto ocl ama. Eo quinto p po 
ftnmero.'Eas pionoftícas.

LILIO DE MEDICINA 
BY BERNARDUS DE GORDONIO

Sevilla, April IStli, 1495

^09 comentónos Oe l^aro Sulto 
Cefon

LOS COMENTARIOS 
BY CAIUS JULIUS CAESAR 

Toledo, July 14th, 1498

norrtmicntoeefumateeinDujtenbolea amoncon 
(o:oiabefanptonio.

iCtüfto *^íTTWB9 eoRpmri» jTddttia

iHeílo veo ûbelibea la gran 
oesa oe oio0ZIÎ>e.en queeaK 
flo.£a. en oar pooera natu* 
ra que oe ta perfera permofu 
ra te ootalict laser a mi ime« 
rito tanta niercco^ ver teal* 
câcalîr.t en tancôueniételu* 

------— ^..^.lar ó mifecreto ooloi maní* 
feliar te puoielTe.fm ouoa encóparablenicntees ma* 
voi tal galaroon q ci feruicio'.facrifieio: oeuoctô t o* 
enaa pías que pot elle lugar alcançar têgopo a oioa 
ofrefciOo.lHiotropooermivolutao Rumana pue* 
oecóplír.quien vioocneíla víoa cuerpo glotificaoo 
be ningún |?ótee como ago:a cl nifo.jso: aerto los 
glojiofos fanctosq fe oelcptá enla vtfion omina no

CRONICA DEL REY DON RODRIGO 
ATTRIBUTED TO PEDRO DE CORRAL 

[Sevilla?] May 24th, 1499

LA CELESTINA 
BY FERNANDO DE ROJAS 

[Burgos, 1499]
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AËNEOLITHIC FOOTED BOWL
Unglazed earthenware 

From excavations at El Acebuchal, near Carmona, Sevilla

PHOENICIAN ENGRAVED IVORY TABLET
From excavations at El Bencarrón, near Carmona, Sevilla
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GREEK WINGED BOAR 
Bronze statuette. From excavations at Menorca

ROMAN BOWL
Barbotine ware. From excavations at Gandul, Sevilla
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HISPANO-MORESQUE IVORY BOX 
Tenth century
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MATER DOLOROSA
Polychrome wooden statue. Thirteenth century
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THE VIRGIN AND CHILD ENTHRONED 
Panel from a Catalan retablo 

Tempera on wood. Fifteenth century
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PROCESSIONAL CRUCIFIX 
Mark of Barcelona 

Silver gilt. Fifteenth century
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COPE
Gold and red velvet brocade with gold-embroidered 

hood and orphreys. Fifteenth century
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HISPANO-MORESQUE LUSTRE BOWL
Glazed earthenware. Manises, Valencia. About 1400
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HISPANO-MORESQUE RUG (DETAIL) 
Arms of Maria of Castilla, queen of Aragón

Woolen pile. Fifteenth century
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IRON KNOCKER
Late fifteenth-early sixteenth century
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ENAMELED GLASS VASE 
Barcelona province. Sixteenth century
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VARGUEÑO
Walnut with bone inlay. Sixteenth century
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CUSTODIA BY CRISTOBAL BECERRIL 
Silver parcel-gilt with stand of lapis lazuli 

(Monstrance missing)
Dated 15 85
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PIETA
BY DOMENICO THEOTOCOPULI KNOWN AS EL GRECO (1541-1614)
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