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ABSTRACT
Landscape stewardship is considered an important place-based
approach to addressing sustainability challenges. Working at land-
scape-level requires collaboration between diverse landscape stake-
holders. In this study, we partnered with local stewardship
practitioners across six cases in South Africa to investigate how they
facilitate collaboration towards social-ecological sustainability out-
comes. We found that practitioners facilitate collaboration among
stakeholders by operating as relational hubs in the landscape.
Through these hubs, they build new inter-personal relationships
among stakeholders, creating social networks which enable steward-
ship practice. The hubs deepen human-nature relationships by creat-
ing enabling conditions for stewards to put stewardship ethics into
action. Drawing on insights from these cases, we call for a relational
approach to landscape stewardship which focuses on human-to-
human and human-to-nature relationships. Moreover, we argue that
landscape stewardship initiatives need to re-focus stewardship on
stewards, recognizing them as key agents of change in addressing
the conflict between agriculture and conservation inherent in
many landscapes.
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Introduction

Global calls for stewardship have initiated a surge in sustainability science and conserva-
tion research (Bennett et al. 2018; Peçanha Enqvist et al. 2018), echoing concerns about
the consequences of unsustainable human interactions with the planet (Folke et al.
2016). Place-based stewardship to support efforts towards global sustainability emerges
as a clear focus in social-ecological systems and resilience research (Cockburn et al. 2018).
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