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Landscape stewardship is considered an important ;@%—based Received 31 October 2018
approach to addressing sustainability challenges. @qg at land- Accepted 25 July 2019

scape-level requires collaboration between diverse scape stake-

holders. In this study, we partnered with  local stewardship

practitioners across six cases in South Africa to-fivestigate how they .

facilitate collaboration towards social-ecolo ﬁ(a sustainability out- approaches; knowledge co-
= i~ 4R : Yy production; multistake-

comes. We found that practitioners facilitate collaboration among holder collaboration;

stakeholders by operating as relatic\>§a) ubs in the landscape. practice-based knowledge;

Through these hubs, they build inter-personal relationships social-ecological systems;

among stakeholders, creating soci tworks which enable steward- South Africa;

ship practice. The hubs deepew an-nature relationships by creat- sustainable landscapes

ing enabling conditions for stéwards to put stewardship ethics into

action. Drawing on insigh m these cases, we call for a relational

approach to landscap @ewardship which focuses on human-to-

human and human-to@eg{ure relationships. Moreover, we argue that

landscape stewar?h% initiatives need to re-focus stewardship on
tw
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stewards, reco g them as key agents of change in addressing
the conflict een agriculture and conservation inherent in
many landscapes.

Introduction

Global calls for stewardship have initiated a surge in sustainability science and conserva-
tion research (Bennett et al. 2018; Pecanha Enqvist et al. 2018), echoing concerns about
the consequences of unsustainable human interactions with the planet (Folke et al.
2016). Place-based stewardship to support efforts towards global sustainability emerges
as a clear focus in social-ecological systems and resilience research (Cockburn et al. 2018).

CONTACT Jessica Cockburn @ jessicacockburn@gmail.com @ Department of Education, Environmental Learning
Research Centre, Rhodes University, Makhanda/Grahamstown 6139, South Africa.
Color versions of one or more of the figures in the article can be found online at www.tandfonline.com/usnr.

© 2019 Taylor & Francis Group, LLC


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/08941920.2019.1658141&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-11
http://www.tandfonline.com/usnr
https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2019.1658141
http://www.tandfonline.com

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Methods
	Multiple-Case Study Design
	Context: Case Descriptions
	Data Generation
	Data Analysis

	Findings
	Human-to-Human Relationships: Practitioners Build Collaboration by Creating a Network of New Linkages among Landscape Actors
	Human-to-Nature Relationships: Hubs Foster Social-Ecological Stewardship by Enabling Innovative Stewardship Practices

	Discussion
	Stewardship Practitioners Are Relational Hubs
	A Relational Approach to Stewardship
	Re-Focusing Stewardship on Stewards

	Conclusion
	References




