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Integrating Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCE) and Indigenous Traditional Knowledge 

(TK) Systems in Social and Economic Policy for Sustainable Development 

 

Intellectual property contributes to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in various ways. 

Most African economies are based on extractive industries. This creates a situation where 

developing economies are suppliers of raw materials to industrialized economies and importers 

of manufactured goods. Intellectual property coupled with an increased awareness of the 

importance of intellectual capital and intangible assets creates a situation where Africans and 

other developing economies are realizing that natural resources alone are not really wealth. 

There is a need for value addition and beneficiation of natural resources. There are good 

initiatives such as the development of the automobile industry in Ghana and Nigeria and the 

exportation of branded foods products such as chilly from Rwanda. In addition to traditional 

intellectual property protection mechanisms suInech as copyright, Related Rights, Patents, 

Industrial Designs, Trademarks, the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) has 

included in intellectual property indigenous knowledge, cultural expression and folklore.  In 

this way, cultural expressions such as Kente cloth patterns from Ghana, Burundian drums, 

traditional ways of rearing animals, knowledge of medicinal plants, methods of food 

conservation and natural processes such as thermal waters which are believed to have 

therapeutic effects can be protected as intellectual property of communities. This is a paradigm 

shift from the traditional Western approach where Intellectual Property was subjected to 

individual proprietorship. The exploitation of intellectual property creates employment and 

generates revenue through IP exploitation i.e. selling and licensing, franchising, 

merchandising, joint ventures and strategic alliances. Intellectual property can actually be used 

as collateral to get a loan from financial institutions and it is increasingly taken into account in 

the valuation of companies. These initiatives contributes to SDGs especially SDG 9 industry, 

innovation and infrastructure but also to SDG 8 which is decent work and economic growth. 

Intellectual Property can be management through Common Management Organisations 

(CMOs).  
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