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The United States’ airlift evacuation of Afghan citizens from Afghanistan in the summer of 2021 facilitated the departure of Afghans whose personal safety 

was compromised in the face of the Taliban seizure of Afghanistan.[1] Evacuees airlifted by the United States military were leaving Afghanistan because 

their personal safety was compromised due to the assistance an evacuee or their family member(s) had provided to the United States government in 

Afghanistan.[2] Since the airlift evacuations, “more than 250 children have been born to Afghan evacuees on United States military bases [within the United 

States].”[3] At least 570 babies in total have been born in the United States to Afghan evacuee mothers.[4] These 570-plus children were automatically 

granted U.S. citizenship because they were born on United States soil.[5] 

Paths to United States Citizenship

The United States grants citizenship in three primary ways: (1) Naturalization (a process by which a person may gain citizenship after meeting the 

requirements outlined in the Immigration and Nationality Act);[6] (2) birth on United States soil (known as “jus soli”[7]); or (3) birth to parents who are 

United States citizens (known as jus sanguinis[8]).[9] The only way, then, that children who are born abroad can acquire United States citizenship at birth is 
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through their parents’ citizenship status.

While the United States automatically grants citizenship to a person born in the United States or in one of its territories,[10] the term “U.S. territory” does not 

include military bases abroad because the land that makes up U.S. military bases “remains sovereign territory of the host country.”[11]

A person born outside of the United States must meet the following three requirements if they are to be granted U.S. citizenship at birth: (1) at least one 

parent of the baby is a U.S. citizen; (2) the U.S. citizen parent meets residence or physical presence requirements outlined by U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services before the person’s birth; and (3) all other “applicable requirements under either INA 301 or INA 309” are met.[12] Jus soli citizenship 

does not apply on United States military bases abroad. 

An Exception Should Be Made for Babies Born to Afghan Refugee Families Evacuated by U.S. Military Forces. 

United States citizenship should extend to babies born to refugee mothers who have been evacuated by U.S. military forces and who give birth while 

aboard a U.S. military vehicle or while on a U.S. military base. 

One such scenario caught the attention of the media in the fall of 2021. A baby was born to an Afghan refugee mother while the mother was in the cargo 

hold of a C-17 Globemaster plane at Ramstein Air Base in Germany.[13] At least forty other Afghan refugee babies have been delivered at Ramstein Air 

Base since the evacuations began.[14] While the babies born at Ramstein would have received U.S. citizenship had they been born on a United States 

military base in the United States or one of its territories, none of the babies born at Ramstein were granted U.S. citizenship.[15] Nor will the babies be 

granted German citizenship despite being born on a military base in Germany, because German citizenship is passed down based on descent from a 

German parent.[16] Additionally, though Afghan citizenship can be passed down through a child’s parents, the babies’ parents could potentially have 

trouble registering their child for citizenship with Afghanistan, rendering the babies’ Afghan nationality as one that exists in theory but not legally.[17] The 

Afghan refugee babies—babies from families that assisted the United States, whose families were evacuated by the United States, whose families were 

transported on United States planes, babies who were ultimately delivered by United States miliary medics, and babies who are part of families that are 

destined for the United States[18]—could be considered, in effect, then, “stateless.”[19] 

Why Statelessness Matters and Why Congress Should Address the Issue of Citizenship for Babies Born to Families Who Aided and Later 
Were Evacuated By The United States

The United Nations Refugee Agency defines “stateless persons” as “individuals who are not considered citizens or nationals under the operation of the laws 

of any country.”[20] The United Nations Human Rights Counsel indicates that the right to a nationality is a “fundamental human right,” as the barriers that 

exist for those without a nationality make it difficult if not impossible for people to attend school, get medical care, open a bank account, or perhaps even 

get married.[21] 

Congress should reconsider and change the laws regarding citizenship of babies born on U.S. military bases to refugee parents who were evacuated by the 

United States military because they provided a critical service to the United States government. The least the United States could do for families who put their 

lives at risk in an effort to assist the United States in Afghanistan is to welcome babies born on U.S. military bases abroad with open arms and a promise of 

citizenship and belonging.
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