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Abstract
BBMRI-ERIC is a European research

infrastructure for biobanking, bringing
together all the main players from the
biobanking field – researchers, biobankers,
industry, and patients – to boost biomedical
research. To that end, it offers quality man-
agement services, support with ethical,
legal and societal issues, and a number of
online tools and software solutions.
Ultimately, the goal of BBMRI-ERIC and
its National Nodes is to make new treat-
ments possible.

Introduction
Biological samples of human origin

(cells and tissues) and their use in in vitro
systems can be a valid alternative to animal
testing in many applications in biomedical
and biotechnological research. A prerequisite
for the reliability of in vitro systems is the
quality of samples and data. Biobanks and
Biological Resource Centers can guarantee
quality of samples and data, harmonization,

respect for the rights of participants.
The European Strategy Forum for

Research Infrastructure (ESFRI) included
the BioBanking and BioMolecular
Resources Research Infrastructure in the
2006 Roadmap, among the six strategic
research infrastructures for Europe in the
field of Life Sciences.

Results
BBMRI-ERIC, the European research

infrastructure for biobanking, was set up in
2013 and brings together all the main play-
ers from the biobanking field – researchers,
biobankers, industry, and patients – to boost
biomedical research. To that end, it offers
quality management services, support with
ethical, legal and societal issues, and a num-
ber of online tools and software solutions.
Ultimately, the goal of BBMRI-ERIC and
its Nodes is to make new treatments possi-
ble. The principles behind BBMRI-ERIC
are the scientific excellence and the
European relevance of the participating
institutions, the long-term perspective of
biobanking projects, the transparency of the
aims, an efficient and flexible organization,
the enhancement of the existing resources
in terms of structures and skills. 

BBMRI.it, the National Node of
BBMRI-ERIC, was set up thanks to the
joint commitment of the Ministry of Health
and the Ministry of University and
Research. Istituto Superiore di Sanità,
Consiglio Nazionale della Ricerca, 33
Scientific Institutes of Hospitalization and
Care (IRCCS), 19 Universities, 45
Hospitals, and a network of stakeholders

participate in the infrastructure, including 8
patient associations including UNIAMO,
(Italian Federation of Rare Diseases) and
FAVO (Italian Federation of Voluntary
Associations in Oncology), companies in
the biomedical and biotechnological fields
and scientific societies. BBMRI.it is a dis-
tributed infrastructure that includes more
than 90 Biobanks, Biological Resource
Centers and Collections located in different
Italian regions and three Common Services
(CS Quality management, CS Information
Technology, CS ELSI for ethical, legal and
social issues).
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