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Esdras 4:27; 7:28; II Baruch 29:3), but he also acts as medlator between

God and righteous men (Testament of Levi 5:7; Testament of Daniel 6:2)

and defends the faithful against the accusations of Satan (compare Rev.

12:10; and Testament of Levi 5:6; Testament of Daniel 7:;2, 3; I Enmoch

11:7; 40:7). This all involves a battle between Michael and Satan the

antagonist (Jubilees 10:8, 11; Testament of Daniel 6:1), which takes

place 1n the last times (Dan. 12:1; I Enoch 90:14; Assumption of Moses
10:2).
Another chief warrior is the Messiah himself (compare Rev. 19:13-

16; and Psalms of Solomon 17:23-27). He is faithful, true, and

righteous (compare Rev. 3:14; 19:11; and I Enoch 38:2; 53:6). He leads

the heavenly host (compare Rev. 19:13; and Testament of Levi 3:3; II

Enoch 17; II Esdras 19:6), who are the faithful (II Esdras 7:32). He
wars agalnst Satan who attempts to set his throne on an equality with
God (II Enoch 29:4-5), in heaven (Job 1:6, 7; Zech. 3:1; I Enoch 40:7;

Ascension of Isaiah 7:9ff; II Enoch 7:1). As a result of this war, the

Messiah casts Satan out of heaven, down to earth {(compare Rev, 12:9; and
II Enoch 29:4~=5; Luke 10:18; Jude 6, 9).

While on the earth, Satan's influence through the demonic spirits
(compare Rev. 16:13, 14 and I Enoch 15:8, 9, 11; 16:1, 19; 99:7) causes
suffering and death for man on earth (compare Rev. 12:17; and Wisdom of
Solomon 2:24; II Enoch 66:6; II Esdras 4:2, 27).51 This occurred because
man wasgs corruptible (compare Rev. 16:14; and II Esdras 4:11).

However, the present suffering was seen to be done away (compare

Rev. 19:11ff; and IT Esdras 7:31; II Baruch 44:9, 12). This was to take

51For more detail concerning the eschatological event and man's
suffering on earth, refer to page 54, footnote 108.
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Conclusion

The symbols relating to the beast, the concept of time, and the
final conflict, were chosen not only for the reasons already stated, but
also for the fact that they are very much interwoven with each other.
The combination of these three symbols produces in a nutshell the theme
of Revelation. For example, the beast, which represents the influence of
an evil power over the lives of God's people, exists for a certain
period of time. However, durlng this period of time, God's people are
protected and sustalned. Finally, the beast is destroyed by the Messiah
in the final conflict.

Another reason for choosing these three symbols is the fact that
they represent both the physical and the transcendent elements. For
example, the beast represents the physical side, the final conflict
represents the spiritual side (breaking into the physical), and the
period of time represents the existence (state of affairs) of the
situation.

In order to understand the meanings of these symbols, not only are
they to be interpreted in light of the apocalyptlic message, but they are
also to be interpreted in light of each other.

At this point it must be stressed that not every single
apocalyptic and biblical passage mentioned above will be dealt with.
Time and space willl not allow this. However, the more lmportant, weightier
passages which deal more specifically with the symbels in question will
be used. The other passages will have been mentlomned to show the extent

to which the symbolism has been used in apocalyptic literature.
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It is imperative that this vision be seen in light of the
background of the writing of Daniel. The Israelite nation was, at the
time of the writing of Daniel, in great distress because of the gentile
natlon which was oppressing them.> It was possible that they had begun
to lose faith in the God who had at one time promised that David's
throne would not be vanquished (Psalm 89:3-4, 26-29). It is also
possible that their expectatlion of the coming of the Messiah was
destroyed because of the disappearance of the throne of David. These
thoughts, along with their impending persecution, caused the Jews to be
in great distress. Daniel rises to the occasion and attempts to restore
the people's hope by convincing them that the destruction of David's
throne 1is only temporary, and that it will one day be restored (Dan.
7:17-18). He reminds the people that the present situation was brought
upon themselves because of their own iniquity (Dan. 8:12, 23; 9:3-19;
24; 11:30-34; 12:2, 10; cf. Ps. 89:30~-32). He then shows them that God
is sovereign and ommnipotent (Dan. 1:2; 3; 5:25-30; 6), and because of
this, his promise to David will not change (Dan. 7:17~18 cf. Ps. B9:33-

37). With regard to the Messilanic kingdom, Danlel convinces the people

5Whether Daniel was written in the sixzth or in the second century
B.C. i3 irrelevant at this stage because 1n both periods of Jewish
history, the Israelites were in a state of persecution. In 586 B.C.,
the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and took the Israelites captive to
Babylon (II Kings 25:1-12), where they remained until they were set free
by Cyrus in 536 B.C. Conservative scholars claim that Daniel was
written during this time. Liberal scholars believe that Danlel was
written during the time of the Seleucid king Antiochus Epiphanes (around
165 B.C.) and was intended to encourage the persecuted Jews. In any
event, In both cases, the Jews were belng persecuted and were in need of
encouragement. However, as has already been observed on page 33,
footnote 14, this study opts for the sixth century date. Gleason
Archer, A Study of 0ld Testament Introduction, rev. ed. (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1974), pp. 379-403, argues effectively for a sixth century date.
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The beast has seven heads, ten horms,
and ten diadems upon 1ts horns

38

Many ancient writings mention beasts with many heads. In most

cases, these heads represent individuals in authoritative positions.

39

This is recognized in Daniel's third beast”” and the eagle in II

Esdras.%® 1In Revelation 17:7-18 the mystery of the beast 1s explained
to the seer, and in verse ten he 1s told that the seven heads are seven

kings.41

38The Ras Shamra tablet 1 AB mentlons a beast with seven heads.
(Refer to page 105, footnote 31 for the details.) II Esdras 1l mentions
a three headed beast, Daniel 7:6 mentions one with four heads. John M.
Court observes that the beast of Revelation ". . . combines the features
of all four beasts in Dan. 7, and the sum of their heads is seven.”
John M. Court, Myth and History in the Book of Revelation (Atlanta:

John Knox Press, 1979), p. 124.

39The four heads of Daniel's third beast represent either the
rulers of the four kingdoms that arose out of the Greek empire (Mc
Guiggan, Daniel, p. 139), or the four Persian kings, Cyrus, Xerxes,
Artaxerxes, and Darius (Arthur Jeffrey, "The Book of Daniel” The
Interpreter's Bible, vol. 5, eds. G. A. Buttrick et al. [New York:
Abington Press, 1956], p. 454). These two views depend upon whether the
interpreter holds the comservative or liberal view of the dating of
Daniel. In any event, it is obvious that the heads represent
authoritative individuals.

40Scholars agree unanimously that the three heads on the eagle
refer to the Roman Emperors. {Refer to page 101, footnotes 15 and 16
for the details relating to this). In fact II Esdras 12:23-28 says that
these heads are kings who will rule more oppressively than before, but
who will vltimately destroy each other.

4110 Revelation 17:10, the Greek word for “"kings" is Bas&lA£lS,
which is the nominative plural of BdstAgdS , "king, monarch, or ome
posessing regal authority.” The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised, ed.
Harold K. Moulton (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House,
1978), p. 67. The title of BastAcgds was also conferred upon
"Alexander the Great and was a favorite designation of his successor in
the Syrian and Egyptian monarchies.” J. H. Moulton and G. Milligan, The
Vocabulary of the Greek Testament (Grand Raplds, Michigan: Wm. B.
Eerdman's Publishing Company, 1930), pp. 104-105. This tltle was also
passed on to the Roman Emperors as 1s seen In I Timothy 2:2 and I Peter
2:13, 17.
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depiction of the ultimate defeat of that adversary provide a
proleptic experience of victory for the readers and enable them §8
pursue a course of non-vliolent resistance to the point of death.
Hence the use of the beast of Jewish apocalyptic literature serves

well as a hermeneutic ald for understanding and interpreting the beast

of Revelation.

The "Time, Times, and Half a Time"

Research Into Related Apocalyptic Symbols

Daniel 7:25
After describing the horrific detalls of this destructive beast,

Danlel then mentions an eleventh "horn” who will be given dominion over

the saints of the most High for a "time, two times, and half a time.t

Again, this takes place during the reign of the fourth beast (Dan.

7:23), which the previous section established as Rome.) 2

The period of time mentioned 1s of special interest. €. F. Kell
notices that:
The choice of the chronologically indefinite expression ]jfy, time,
shows that a chronolegical determination of the period is not in

view, but that_ the designation of time 1s to understood
symbolically.

01p14.

51This eleventh horn 1s described in Daniel 7:24~25 as one who
rises after the ten horns (kings), who sets himself in opposition to
God, His law, and His saints. The resulting persecution of the people
of God caused Daniel to write the prophecy. The purpose for the writing
of Daniel has been discussed on pages 97-99 above.

52A5 concluded in the section dealing with the beast of Revelation
13 above.

53Keil, p. 242. This statement is based upon the fact that Daniel
does not use the word “"years,” but rather, “"times.”
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