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Completing this PhD has been a true rollercoaster. The thesis delves into the
science, but the journey itself, filled with challenges and triumphs, was made richer
by the incredible people like you who stood by me. From the bottom of my heart,
thank you for being a part of this incredible ride.

This journey started with my supervisor, Anna. Right from the first interview we had
online, your warm and friendly personality was palpable, even through the screen.
I've learnt a lot from you and | admire your passion for science and your motivation.
Thanks, Anna, for giving me the chance to do this PhD in your group and your
endless patience is something I'll forever be grateful for. Jan Maarten, even though
you officially became my supervisor late in the game, it always felt like you were
right there with me. Our collaboration, starting with Elisa, and your help in the final
stretch of writing, means a lot. Thanks for the support. Klaas, your down-to-earth
approach and fresh perspectives in our meetings were a breath of fresh air. And
let's not forget that wonderful Dutch feast at your place. It was great working with
you, especially towards the end with that short stint of endless PCRs.

| extend my gratitude to the evaluation committee members, Wim, Inge, and Colin,
for dedicating their time to assess my thesis. Francesco, thank you for opening your
lab to me. It was a valuable learning experience, and | met some wonderful people
along the way.

Now, for the amazing people I've met along the way, starting with Elisa. We spent
so much time together those first two years, and it was a blast. From late-night chats
to battling the finicky flow cytometry machine, our journey was filled with highs and
lows. And those memories of conferences in London, Sheffield, and New York, as
well as our spontaneous trips to Iceland and Hamburg - they'll stay with me forever.
Thanks for being an awesome colleague, Elisa.

Next up, my paranymphs - Roberta, Francis, and Eleonora. Roberta, your infectious
smile and perfect hugs are unforgettable. From the early days in the lab during your
PhD to sharing an office during your postdoc, our conversations have always been
fun.I'm glad we're still in touch. Francis, | remember us sitting together during those
interview days, complaining about the wait. We didn't know each other well at first,
but things changed after that conference in Sheffield. | appreciate your sense of
humor, especially during the last phase while writing our theses and the never
ending coffee breaks. Your quirky personality, Russian music, and late-night
experiments made it all the more fun. Eleonora, even though we didn't spend as
much time together, | can still picture that "what have | gotten myself into"
expression on your face on your first rainy day in the lab. You've been my music
buddy, and our dinners, karaoke sessions, and concerts have been so much fun.
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Coming to the amazing NDT group, a big shout-out to my former roommates -
Valentina, Keni, and Aldy. Valentina, your no-nonsense attitude is a breath of fresh
air, and we definitely need to catch up at the next Fasnacht. Skateboarding in the
halls, playing the ukelele late at night, darts in the office and the loud music on
weekends - they're etched in my memory. Keni, I'll never forget how you turned our
office into a jungle with all those plants and fish. Thanks for keeping me company
during those random weekend experiments and for all the Chinese food, the late-
night dinners and great conversations. Aldy, your ever-present smile and laid-back
attitude during your PhD have been a source of inspiration. You are by far the
calmest PhD I've met, and | really enjoyed the get togethers at your place, and
ASOT.

Coming to the amazing NDT group, Daphne, you're the most sincere and
meticulous colleague I've had the pleasure of working with. No matter the task, you
always give it your all. Hector, your help with proteomics and your sense of humor
during dinners and get-togethers made everything more enjoyable. Natalia, you
brought a different energy to the group, and I'm in awe of your amazing networking
skills. You seem to know everyone and have tried everything everywhere. Sarah,
your calm and knowledgeable presence made my early months in the lab so much
better, especially when there was so much to learn. It was also nice to have a
connection to Belgium. Sander, you're a ton of fun to be around. Those dinners at
your place, your cooking, and our relaxed conversations about life - they've been
much appreciated. Raquel, I'm amazed at how you juggled your studies and the
PhD simultaneously, and | enjoyed working alongside you the last few months.
To the newer members of the NDT group - Feng, Heba, Xinyu, and Zhiyi, best of
luck with everything ahead. To our temporary visitors - Riccardo and Bea - it was
great having you around. The ltalian invasion was complete! Valeria, your
boundless optimism always puts me in a good mood. Thanks for teaching me
ping pong, so | actually hit the table now instead of the walls and ceiling.
Greta, you were an exceptional student, smart and hardworking. You made it
really easy to be your supervisor, | never had to tell you anything more than
once, and | had a really nice time working with you. A big thank you to the other ex
PTT/NDT members - Barbro, Leonie, Inge, Adhy, Fransien, Annieke, Laura, Natalia,
Viktoriia, Habibie, Marina, and all the students, for creating a great
atmosphere in the lab and engaging discussions during lunches, group
meetings and lab outings.

And of course, the one of a kind Gillian. It is hard to imagine the group without you.
Always up for coffee and a chat, your amazing sense of humor brightens everyone's
day.

To the lab technicians who keep things running - Catharina, Eduard, llse, Marina,
and Marry - you're the real heroes. Catharina, the lab would be chaos without you,
and your knack for juggling everything is impressive. | enjoyed hearing about your
building and renovating home projects. llse, | enjoyed having you around,

especially during those early pandemic days with just three of us on the ﬂ(l)or.
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Filming Keni's video with you was a lot of fun, and you were always up for a good
chat. Eduard, your expertise with all things computer and all things lab were so
helpful. Marry, thanks for the coffees and letting me practice my Dutch with you.

A big shout-out to the Molbac team for creating a fun lab environment, helping
with equipment whenever | asked (which was quite often), and just being great
colleagues. Marines and Laura, thank you for the help right at the beginning with
getting started with infection experiments. Marina, you're a ball of energy, thanks
for always listening, and the Iceland road trip was one of the best experiences I've
had. Tobi, you're an amazing chef and | always enjoy the dinners with you. To
everyone else in the group - Lisanne, Sjouke, Margarita, Jolanda, Usma, Rodrigo,
Giorgio, Bimal, Suruchi, Min, Gaby, Elias, and the (so) many students - thanks for the
wonderful atmosphere in the lab and the many many coffee breaks.

My short stay at Lausanne was a wonderful experience. Matteo, thanks for teaching
me the ropes, and Camilla, thanks for the company and friendship. To everyone
else at SUNMIL - Suiyang, Francesca, Nicolo, kukasz, Ting, Yong, Anna and Simone
- it was a pleasure working alongside you, and thank you for the lunches, good
times and discussions.

Hjalmar and Marcel, your help with proteomics was invaluable.

Jeroen, your guidance and training in EM made for a very enjoyable working
experience and led to my short but rewarding stint at UMIC. Ben, thanks for the
opportunity, and for giving me the inspiration for my cover. Kim, Roos, Anouk,
Noura, Ahmet, Peter, Anusha, Axel and Klaas - our conversations on various topics
were memorable. Pool nights and the UMCG Queen concert will always bring a
smile to my face.

Thank you to ALERT and to all the PhD fellows that were part of my consortium. We
met in 2016 during the selection days and it was really nice to see all of us growing
scientifically during the years. Patricia, we have the most bizarre friendship,
somehow works perfectly, and every time we see each other is a blast.

To everyone at FFUND, thanks for being the best colleagues.

Mrudula, Martin, Joris, and Gillat, you kept me sane through it all! Joris, you are an
amazing listener, great company for any movie or series, and you were a lifeline
during the initial lockdown. Gillat, you always helped put things in perspective and
forced me to look inward. Martin, thanks for being there for all the random stuff |
threw at you, from being a sounding board to proofreading to writing parody lyrics
for cabaret songs.

Mrudula, my brilliant (big) sister, our 30+ year journey from Hyderabad to Manipal
to Europe has been incredible. Thank you for all the support, listening to my rants,
the many trips and holidays, and here’s to many more.
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Finally, to my family, spread all over the world, thank you for being there for me
despite distance and time. To the Hyderabadi Hindi gang, it's always a good time
meeting up, no matter how long its been. To my brother and sister-in-law, thanks
for encouraging and always believing in me. | cannot overlook the littlest member
of our family, Arinjay, your laughter and curiosity remind me of the simple joys in
life. To my parents, your unwavering love and support mean the world to me. |
couldn't have made it here without you. Thank you for the freedom you always gave
me to follow my own dreams and for believing in my passions.

Utrecht
August, 2023
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