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The 2-day meeting in Bari welcomed representatives
from several European and extra-European cancer bio-

banks. Several aspects worthy of note concerning the topic
were debated.

First of all, the meeting visibly showed the large diversity of
biobanks currently involved in cancer research. The impact of
these biobanks on research is absolutely evident, although
there is much room for improvement. One example needing
desperate improvements is sample and data exchangeability
on networking hospital-integrated biobanks, to enable their
multicenter study opportunities with high statistically signifi-
cant outcome, which are instrumental to improve their con-
tribution to the innovation of cancer care. Among the speakers,
experts working on the leading edge of biobanking and bio-
banking networks were invited. The meeting disseminated the
role of biobank managers and the rules that are being applied
in the different fields of biobanking. In addition, it was un-
derlined that all the fields give their outstanding contribution
to cancer research. Moreover, it was clearly shown that it is
impossible to adhere to one rule or role that fits all. This is
reflected also in the type of materials collected, ranging from
residual tissues to xenografts and blood samples used as input
not only for genomics but also for transcriptomics, proteomics,
and their underlying fields of expertise.

Reports on the latest developments regarding the activities
of Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources Research Infra-
structure (BBMRI), one of the first European research infra-
structure projects funded by the European Commission (EC),
European Organization for Research and Treatment of Cancer
(EORTC), Organisation of European Cancer Institutes (OECI),
Rete Italiana Biobanche Oncologiche (RIBBO), Rete Oncolo-
gica Lombarda (ROL), Spanish Network, and OECI-TuBa-
Frost Networks on cancer biobanking field were presented.
The international networks rely on the catalogs and de-
scriptions of biobanks, whereas the national and local ones
can rely on integration of the sample databases. The clinical
trial-related collections, like those organized at the EORTC,
need to be set up in a customized fashion depending on the
explicit demands of the specific translational study design.

Quality issues were presented with the latest on how to
improve sample exchangeability not only looking for quality
assurance and quality control on the inside of the biobank,
but also looking for external quality assessment and on how

to get the most from existing diagnostic formalin fixed and
paraffin embedded sample collections in pathology depart-
ments. Informatics, as part of the biobank, was not forgotten
and comprised the difficulties of annotation encountered
when networking biobanks.

Ethics and regulation is a very important issue in bio-
banking human samples for medical research and therefore
was represented in the course. Ethics and regulation deter-
mine what needs to be done to be able to use a sample for
medical research and to exchange such a sample with other
institutes. In this way, it plays a very important role in
sample exchangeability. This is not always an easy task be-
cause of the diversity in regulations and laws ranging from
country to country and mostly ranging from the type of
collection in the biobank. In addition, there are diverging
regulations applied for children or those who are unable to
give consent because of an impediment.

Young researchers had the opportunity to show their
work by means of a display of over 20 posters. The two best
posters from the selection were awarded. The winners were
‘‘The Biobank of the Istituto Clinico Humanitas: Develop-
ment of a Network for Sample Collection’’ by Daniela Pistillo
from the Istituto Clinico Humanitas–IRCCS, Rozzano, Milan
and ‘‘Biobank Network to Improve Cooperation and Man-
agement of Clinical Samples for Cancer Research; The Ex-
ample of the Valencia Community’’ by Antonio Lopez-
Guerrero from the Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Fun-
dacion Instituto Valenciano de Oncologı́a, Valencia, Spain.

Over 100 doctors and researchers (Fig. 1) from Europe and
the Northern Mediterranean countries engaged in a discus-
sion on the most interesting scientific and technical innova-
tions in this area. Fourteen OECI centers were present,
represented by 35 people, and 27 people from 10 non-OECI
centers also attended.

All in all, the entire course gave a comprehensive over-
view of the roles and rules in biobanking for cancer research,
creating the opportunity for the audience to find corre-
spondence between their biobank organization and the cur-
rent international view. Ten presentations from the abstracts
were chosen to be published in this special issue of Biopre-
servation and Biobanking. I hope these selected articles give
you the opportunity to get hold of the right impression and
the spirit of the course that was held in Bari, Italy.
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FIG. 1. Meeting participants.
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