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In past years a considerable amount of effort has been 

put forth to provide prospective teachers with library/ 

media training in both the skill and cognitive areas.

While the need for this training is not being debated there 

remains a third level of learning which has been neglected. 

This is the area of attitudes--the affective domain. 

This report will deal with the question of attitudes. 

The problems to be looked into are twofold. The first, 

what attitudes toward elementary school library/media pro

grams are held by prospective elementary teachers, is the 

main concern of the study. However, this problem suggests 

another; what attitudes toward elementary school li brar-

ians/media specialists are held by prospective elementary 

teachers. This second problem will also be considered in 

this report. 

It is felt that the most important thing that is 

taught in teacher education is the area of feelings and 

attitudes. 1 The author of this paper has found evidence 

that there has been little emphasis on the attitudes toward 

library/media programs in elementary teacher education pro

grams. It seems necessary, however, to make a quanti tati ve 

study to prove this discrepancy between what is needed and 

what is supplied. 

1Dr. ·,w. c. Nieierhenry, ":Media Centers Present Nev, 
Challenges to Teacher Education," Illinois Librarian, 
52:728-30, September 1970. 

1 



Hypotheses 

Several statements were tested in this study. These 

are: 

2 

1. Over 50 percent of prospective elementary teachers 

view the primary function of the librarian/media specialist. 

as providing supplementary enrichment materials for the 

students. 2 

2. Over 50 percent of prospective elementary teachers 

view the librarian/media specialist as a provider of free 

time. 

3. Less than 50 percent of prospective elementary 

teachers view the librarian/nedia specialist as an aide in 

planning curriculum and teaching strategies. 3 

4. Over 50 percent of prospective elementary teachers 

feel that the librarian/media specialist is incapable or 

unqualified to give worthwhile opinions on curriculum. 4 

Assumptions 

In this study it is assumed that teacher attitudes are 

recognized as an important factor in education and that. the 

attitudes of prospective elementary teachers will be re

flected in their future teaching. 

2 Jerry L. Walker, "',!/hat Do Student Teachers Know About 
Libraries?", School Libraries, 16:17-18+, Winter 1967. 

\walker, p. 18. 
4:Emma Ruth Christine, "Why Not Listen To the Librar

ian?", ALA Bulletin, 59:1010-11, December 1965. 
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Lim.i tations 

This study is limited to prospective elementary teach

ers at the University of Northern Iowa who have not had 

"tiheir student teaching experience but have completed or are 

currently enrolled in Elementary I.'Iethods and Naterials 

(21:101). 

Definitions 

For the purpose of this study, the following defi

nitions have been made: 

Curriculum--all of the courses a ... Yld what is taught. in them. 

Bnrichment--all learning experiences v1hich are not included 

in the curriculum. 

School library/media program--all programs which have 

originat.ed in the library/media center or with the 

librarian/media specialist or in which the library/ 

media center or the librarian/media specialist plays a 

major part. 

School librarian/media specialist--a person with a B.A. or 

higher degree, certified to be a school librarian/ 

media specialist, 3lld hired to serve in that capacity. 

Review of Li t,erature 

A review was made of all literature available at the 

library of the University of Northern Iowa which pertains 

to the at~itudes of prospective teachers toward school 

library/media programs and school librarians/media spe

cialists. 



An extensive study was conducted by Ralph Perkins in 

the years 1961 through 1964. Tests measuring knowledge of 

library fundamentals were given to 4,170 seniors enrolled 

in pre-teaching courses in 69 colleges. It ·was concluded 

that prospective teachers are incapable of using library 

materials successfully and that their knowledge of library 

resources is limited. Perkins stated that "evidence shows 

that most teachers use an extremely low proportion of 

library resources. Improvement depends upon the attitudes 

of teachers .... n 5 

4 

Mary Virginia Gaver ·wrote a report on a questionnaire 

which was developed by the CoID.i"Tlittee on Professional Status 

and Growth of the American Association of School Librarians. 

This questionnaire was distributed in 1964 to 1,209 col

leges and universities to determine the extent which teach

ers at the college/university level are acquainted with the 

nature, function, and effective use of the school library/ 

media program in both public classroom teaching and in the 

educational program in general. Gaver concluded that "many 

teachers do not.understand the role of the school library 

in the modern school or are apathetic in accepting any part 

in it."6 

In 1966 a questionnaire was devised and carried out by 

5Ralph Perkins, Prospective Teachers• Knowledge of 
Library Fundamentals, (New York: Scarecrow, 1965), p. 1010. 

6:r.,Tary Virginia Gc.ver, "Teacher }!iducation and School 
Librarians," ALA Bulletin, 60:63-72, January 1966. 



Jerry L. Walker. The Walker questionn.aire was given to 

Illinois student teachers and included eleven factual 

questions and two open-ended questions which asked the 

inf'ormants to na..11e w:1ys in which the library and librarian 

could be of service in teaching. It was found that the 
. . 

student teachers viewed the library and librarian as ad-

5 

juncts to their teaching and not an integral part of it. 

Walker concluded his report with the grim statement: "I 

suspect that new teachers all over the country have equally 

vague notions of effective ways to utilize the library's 

resources."7 

Although not a specific study, J>aul W. 11
• Witt deliv

ered a speech to the members of the American Association of 

School Librarians in 1964 in which he outlined the defi

ciencies in teacher education programs in regard to school 

libraries. He did not place the blame entirely on the 

teacher educators, however. 1}/i tt noted that "the atti tu.des 

of students in teacher education programs are • • • influ-

ential in determining the kind of preparation they re

ceive."8 According to Gaver, V'Titt's "analysis [of teacher 

education and school libraries] was accepted by audience as 

a very critical but fair statement of the situation. 119 

7walker, p. 17. 
8Paul W. F. Witt, "Teacher Education and School Li

braries," School Libraries, 14:37-45, October 1964. 
9 Gaver, p. 64. 
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No studies were located which were primarily concerned 

with teacher or prospective teacher attitudes toward the 

school library/media program or the school libre.ria.n/media 

specialist. What is indicated in the studies, however, is 

a need for a commitment to the most" efficient and effective 

learning on the part, of teachers and prospective teachers. 

Methodology 

The data for this study were collected through the use 

of a g_uesti01maire. This questionnaire was mailed ta all 

students who were identified as being enrolled in the 

course Elementary r,.cethods and Naterials (21: 101) at the 

University of Northern Iowa in the 1975 Spring semester. 

It was also mailed to those students who completed the Ele

mentary Eethods and I·Eaterials course in the 1974 Fall 

semester but who had not begun student teaching. Lists of 

these persons were solicited from Dr. Robert Selwa in the 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction, one of the course 

instructors. These lists were checked against lists of 

students currently student teaching and names appei=cr-ing on 

both lists were eliminated from the study. Addresses and 

phone numbers were obtained from the University of Northern 

Iowa student directory. 

The size of the sample was 160 students. Seventy

three v.rere enrolled in Elementary Methods and I.~aterials in 

the 1974 Fall semester and eighty-seven were enrolled in 

the 1975 Spring semester. Of this sample 143 g_uestion-
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naires vrnre returne6.,. but three of these were received too 

late to be included in the tabulations. All results will 

therefore be based on 140 ~uestionnaires (87.5 percent. 

return). Of the qu.estioru1aires returned, 40.7 percent (57) 

were from juniors, 57.2 percent (80) were from seniors, and 

2.1 percent (3) of the returns were from graduate students. 

The questionnaire was originally mailed out v.ri th a 

cover letter (see Appendix A for a copy of the cover letter 

and the ~uestionnaire) on February 8. One hundred responses 

were received. and on February 18 postcards v.rere mailed to 

the sixty students v.rho had not resrlonded ( see Appendix B). 

On February 24 through Febrt.1ary 27, telephone interviews 

vvere attempted v1i th forty of the forty-four students not 

yet responding. ~~hree attempts vvere made on different days 

and at different hours to reach each nonrespondant. 

Twenty-three of these students were contacted and inter

viewed. Four nonrespona0-nts either had no telephone or 

resided outside of the Cedrir Falls/Waterloo area. Letters 

(see Appendix C) and second copies of the questio:'.J1aire 

\Vere mailed to the four on February 25. One qu.esti onnaire 

was returned. 2.:arch 3, 1975 was the last day for q_uestion

naires to be returned in order to be included in this study. 

-~1alysis of Data 

Once the questionnaires were received the answers for 

each q_uestion were totaled. In cases v,here two cmsvvers 

vrnre indicated, the a..11.swer closest to nneutral" ·was chosen 



for the tabulation. In addition to a simple q_uanti tati ve 

tally, percentages were figured for the 8.J.'1swers to eac:t 

question. All percentages. in this study 1ivere figo.red to 

the nearest tenth. 

8 

A third tabulation which was performed witL. the data 

was the computation of ah agreement indicator for questions 

one through fourteen. This was determined by first assign

ing a scale of nu..~bers to the ra.nges of opinions ~s shovm: 

Strongly Agree 5 

Agree 4 

Neutral 3 

Disagree 2 

Strongly Disagree 1 

This assigned nw~ber was multiplied by the number of stu

dents who had chosen that opinion. These subtotals were 

added together and then divided by 140 (the total number of 

students in the salilple). The number obtained (refered to 

as the agreement indicator in this report) will be used in 

the discussion of the data. 

Two statements on the q_uestionnaire were directly con

cerned vii th supplementary enrichment materials. The re

spona6b,ts felt that the primary function of a libraria..'1/ 

media specialist should be to provide enrichment r::1.aterials 

for the students (statement 1). They also agreed that the 

library/1::iedia program should exist to provide enrichment 

materials (statement 10). The prospective elementary 

teachers must: feel that the provision of enriclrnent ma-

 



terials is vital since a :najority of them agreed that the 

library/media program should play a vital role in meeting 

the educational objectives of ru.1 elementary school (state

ment 14). The results of these three statements are 

shovm: 10 

c-1 Ag /a ree or Agreement 
Strongly Agree Indicator 

Statement 1 87.9% 4.1 

Statement 10 94.3% 4.4 

Statement, 14 95.0% 4.5 

Statement 15 asked the participants to rank five 

9 

elenentary progrmns (art, guidance, li bra.ry/medir-i,, music, 

end physical education) as to which could u...~dergo the 

largest budget cut without seriously affecting the school's 

educational objectives. Of the five prograi!ls, library/ 

media was given the smallest budget cut by 47.9 percent. of 

the prospective t.eachers. It was given the second smallest 

cut by 25 percent. Thirteen (9.3 percent), however, either 

did not rank the programs at all or ranked them all the 

some. Comments were made to the effect that all of the 

the programs are of equal importance and thus the budgets 

should receive the s 0,me cuts. 

A great percentage of the prospective elementary 

teachers felt that their students should have regularly 

1CA complete analysis of the data collected on all 
fifteen statements is located in Appendix D. 
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scheduled library periods in addition to being able to come 

to the library/media whenever the need arises (statement 

11). Most of the respon~ts felt that they should not 

have to accompany their students when all of their students 

were making a scheduled visit to the library/media center 

(statement 12). Some of the prospective teachers felt that 

they should be able to send all of their stndents to the 

library/media center at unscheduled periods without their 

accompanying them (statement 13). A more specific account 

of the statements on scheduling is shovm here: 

c1 
;J Agree or Agreement 

Strongly Agree Indicator 

Statement 11 92.9% 4.4 

Statement 12 72 9d. • ;o 3.9 

Statement 13 42 .s?i 3. 1 

The respona@):its generally agreed that the librarian/ 

media specialist could advise teachers on the use of ma

terials which might aid their teaching (statement 6). They 

were not quite as receptive when it came to advice on 

Cchinj}methods, however, (statement 7) as can be seen below: 

% Agree or Agreement 
Strongly Agree Indicator 

Statement 6 97. 17t 4.6 

Statenent 7 t:; 1 9c.1 ,; • i.J 3.0 

The prospective teachers ; ,,greed that the librarian/ 

media specialist stould serve as a consultant to all teach-
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ing tea.ms (statement 8). The feeling was a bit different, 

however, when it came to having the librarian/media spe

cialist be an actual member of all teaching teams (state

ment 9). The results of these two statements are shown 

here: 

ci Aea-ree or I .J Agreement 
Strongly Agree Indicator 

Statement 8 86 -41& 4 .1 

Statement 9 50.7% 3.4 

Statement 2 stated that a libraria.."1/media specialist:. 

needs to be certified to teach at the elementary level. 

Sixty percent of the prospective elementary teachers either 

agreed or strongly agreed to this. There was less agree

ment as to ·whether the librarian/media specialist: is 

qualified to construct units of study on subjects not re

lated to library skills (statement 4). The respondfjnts did 

not- agree to limit the librarian/media specialist to just 

making bibliographies on subjects not related to library. 

skills (statement 5). It was generally agreed that the 

librarian/media speciglist was qp.alified to construct uni ts 

of study on library skills,{statement 3) as indicated on 

the follovdng table: 

% Agree or Agreement 
Strongly Agree Indicator 

Statement 4 32.2% 3.0 

Statement 5 30.7% 2.8 

3tatement 3 90.7% 4.3 



Conclusion 

Evidence was found and included in this report, that 

over fifty percent~ of the prospective elementary teachers 

12 

at the University of Northern Iowa view the primary func

tion of the library/media specialist· as providing supple

mentary enrichment mate·rials for the stu.dents. They also 

seem to believe that the library/media program should exist 

to provide materials that supplement the regular classroom 

instruction. This feeling cunong prospective elementary 

teachers would seem to indicate that they do not feel that 

the library/media program plays a very important role in 

elementary education. However, on the opinion survey, most 

of the prospective teachers agreed that the library/media 

program should play a vital role in meeting the educational 
'7P 

objectives of an elementary school. Just how vital they 

feel the library/media program to be is shown: by the pro

gram-ranking question. The library/media program received 

the most favorable ranking, topping art, guidance, music, 

and physical education. This question may not be com

pletely valid, however, as the question did not: stat.e that 

the programs be ranked in order of importance, but rather 

that they be ranked according to how well they could su~

tain a budget cut, with the program least able to sustain a 

cut. given top ranking. While in actual practice the size 

of a program's budget.may serve as a relatively accurate 

indicator of how important that program is perceived to be, 

in a theoretical situ.ation this may not hold true. As 
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there is no way to determine whether the participants 

ranked the programs by importance or strictly by consider

ation of budget, the results cannot be given much impor

tance. Several students refused to rank the programs or 

ranked them all the same, which further a:ffects the valid

ity of the question. 

Over fifty percent of the prospective elementary 

teachers view the librarion/media specialist as a provider 

of free time. They believe that their students should 

have a r'egularly scheduled library period even though the 

students may come to the library/media center whenever the 

need arises. This alone does not mean that the future 

teachers see the librarian/media specialist as a provider 

of free time. However, most of the participants feel that, 

they should be able to send their students to the library/ 

media center at the scheduled times without accompanying 

them. This would mean free, or planning, time for the 

teachers. In addition, nearly half of the prospective 

teachers agreed that should be able to send all of their 

students to the library/media center at unscheduled periods 

without accompanying them, thereby providing the teachers 

with a free period 2ny time they want it. 

When the librarian/media specialist is not providing 

free time for the prospective teachers there are several 

consultant/advisory roles which they agree he/she is capa

ble of performing. Ilfost of the prospective elementary 

teachers feel that the librarian/media specialist can act 
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in a consultant type role to the teaching teams of the 

school. They also a.greed, although not as ·strongly, that 

the librarian/media specialist should be an actual member 

of all teaching teams. 

The prospective teachers feel that the librarian/media 

specialist can advise the classroom teachers on the use of 

materials which could aid their teaching. Fewer felt that 

advise could be given on the use of methods. The generally 

positive attitude about the role that a librari~m/media 

specialist is capable of playing in the elementary school, 

however, seems to indicate that the majority of the pro

spective elementary teachers answering the questionnaire 

view him/her as both capable and qualified to give worth

while  opinions on curriculum. 

There is o....'1 area in whieh the prospective teachers do 

not agree that the library/media specialist is qualified. 

They disagree that the librarian/media specialist is quali

fied to construct units of study on subjects not rel~ted to 

library skills. Less than half would limit the librarian/ 

media speci[-:1,list to just constructing bibliographies of 

resources on the subjects not related to library skills, 

although there is no indication of what other things they 

had in mind: The prospocti ve teo,chers d5.d aeree that the 

librarian/media specialist is q_·1.alified to construct uni ts 

of study on library skills. Most of the participants also 

0,ereed that a libr::i..ry/media specialist in an elementary 

school needs to be certified to teach at the elementary 
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level. 

The prospective elementary teachers at the University 

of Northern Iowa appear to be rather hazy about what a 

librarian/media speciQlist is able to do. They feel that 

the main function is to provide enrichment materials but 

vmulc1 also allow the librarian/media specialist to perform 

certain other duties, which are partially indicated by the 

answers given to some of the questions. Further study is 

needed to determine more precisely what the prospective 

teachers feel the li brl~rian/r1edia specialist's role to be. 
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~ O Cover Letter and '!Uestionrdre 

[ru ll DEP AR'l'MENT of LIBRARY SCIENCE 

February 7, 1975 

Dear Stu.dent:; 

Can you spare a few minutes? I am int.erested in finding 

out how you feel about elementary school libraries. I would 

a,ppreciate your taking time to fill out the enclosed survey 

an.d return it as soon as possible. Your opinions will be 

included in a research report. 

All information that you give \vill be held strictly 

confidential and your name will not be connected with the 

research report i,n any way. 

Thank-you for your help. 

Sincerely,   

Chris Odell 
110 B -Bartlett, Hall 
UNI 

17 

Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 



Opind.on. SU.rvey - page 1 

a. What is you:r olassification1 

Junior --- Senior -- Graduate ---

18 

b. What, semester did you take (are you taking) Elementary Methods· 
and Materials? 

--- Fall 1974 
-- Spring 1975 

c. Wha1t, is you:r major? ______________ _ 
_ What is you:r minor or su.bject; field? ____________ •_ 

NOTE: On all following statements please consider the following 
-tterms to b.e interchangeable. 

librarian - media specialist 
library program - media program 
library - media center 

d. Check the statement(s) which best desoribe(s) the library/ 
megia center in the elementary school(s) ·you. attended. 

no materials other than textbooks ---___ materials kept in each classroom 
bookmobile ---

--- materials in place other than classroom such as 

---· hallway 

--- principal's office 
converted closet ---

---· other (please describe) 
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Opinion fkrvey - page 2 

et. Check the statement.(e) which b:est describe(s) the person who was 
in charge of the library/media collection in the elementary 
school(s) you attended~ 

___ no one per,on 

--- classroom teacher(s) 

-- clerk/secretary 

--- part~time librarian/media specialist 

--- full-time librarian/media specialist 
don't remember ----- other (please describe) 

On statements 1 - 14, circle the answer which best: describes 
you.r opinion. 

Strongly .Agree - No doubt; in your mind, this definitely is ll• 
Agree - May be some doubt, bu.t you feel positively about it. 
Neu.tral - You have no opinion or are undecided. 
Disagree - May be some doubt, bu.t you feel negatively about it. 
Strongly Disagree - No doubt in your mind,, a definite lfO. 

Remember that all statements apply to elementary 

1. The primary function of a librarian/media 
specialist should be to provide enrichment 
materials for the students. 

schools only. 

~ 
~ (I) G) 

ii I 
SA A 

G) 

rat Q) 

f.4 ~ +> g OJ 
•n 

~ A 

N D 

~Q) 
r-t Q) 

§i 
f.4 OJ 
+>-r-t 
U.,A 

SD 

2. A librarian/media specialist needs to be 
certified ~o teach at the elementary level. SA AND SD 

3. A librarian/media specialist: is qu.alified to 
construct units of stu:dy on library skills. SA A N D SD 



Opinion Survey - page 3 

to 4. A librarian/media specialist is qu.alified 
construe~ units of study on subjects NOT related 
to library skills (such as langu.age arts or 
science uni ts). 

5. On subjects not related to library skills the 
librarian/media specialist is only qu.alified to 
construct bibliographies of resources. 

6. The librarian/media specialist can advise the 
classroom'teachers on the use of materials 
which could aid their teaching. 

7. The librarian/media specialist can advise the 
classroom teachers on the use of methods 
which could aid their teaching. 

s. The librarian/media specialist should serve :J,s 
a consultant to all teaching teams. 

94' The librarian/-:1ec.ia specialist should be a 
member of all teaching tea."lls. 

10. The library/media program sho'J.ld exist to provide 
materials that supplement the regular classroom 
instruction. 

11. Students should have regularly scheduled library 
I 

periods (as3Ur.ling that they may also come to the 

library/media center when·ever the need arises). 

12. Teachers sho,::.ld be able to send all of their 
students to the library/nedia center at scheduled 
periods without accompanying them. 

ijO 

~ Q) ~Q) 

~ r-1 Q) r-1 Q) 
a3 

~ §~ ~ Q) Q) H 
0 Q) Q) ~ 

~~ ~ g a.> r-..m 
-rt +;' -rt z A u.> A 

SA A N D SD 

SA A N D SD 

SA A N D SD 

SA A N D SD 

SA A I·i D SD 

SA A Jr D SD 

SA A U D SD 

SA A H D SD 

SA A H D SD 
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?) (l) ?) (l) 

r-1 'id Q,) r-1 (1) 
Q() 

~ §~ A c.> Q) ~ 
O<l> Q,) +> 

~~ ~ g Cl} ~ Cl} 
•.-1 +> •.-1 

'"" A tnA •'--' 

13. Teachers should be able to send all of their 
students to the library/media center at unsched~ 
uled periods without accompanying them. 

SA A N D SD 

14. The library/media program· should play a vital 
role in meeting the educational objectives of 
an elementary school. 

SA A N D SD 

15. The five programs below all play a part in meeting the educa
tional objectives of an elementary school. Assu.1:1.ing that all 
of the programs are equally funded to begin with, in w:hich 
areas can the larger "bu.dget cuts be made without seriously 
affecting the school's educational objectives? 

I:~o.rk the programs 1-5, with 1 indicating the smallest 
budget cut, 2 the next larger, and so on. 

Art ---
Guidance 

___ Library/Media 
:Mu.sic ---

---·· Physical Education 

Thank-you for your cooperation. Would you. like a sum.nary of the 
resu.lts of this survey? If so, please give your name and address: 

Name --------------
Address ----

Please return this s~.1-T".rey promptly to: Chris Odell 
110 B Bartlett Hall 
U1TI 



.APFSNDIX B 

Sample of Follow-up Postcard 

Dear Pam, 

I'm missing you - or rather I'm riissing 
your opinions on elementary libraries. Won't 
you please fill out and return the survey 
that you received about a week ago'? If you 
have misplaced it call 273-6358 and leave a 
message ond I' 11 send ym1 another. 

Thanks, 
Chris Odell 

P.S. If our letters have 
"crossed" in the nail, 
please disregard this card. 
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Dear Richard; 
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AFF81IDIX C 

Sample of Follow-up Letter 

11 OB ~3artlett Hall 
UJ'TI 
Cedar Falls, Ia. 50613 
February 26, 1975 

A couple of weeks ago I mailed a survey to you con
cerning libraries. Now, I knmv how busy you are with the 

block classes (having been through them myself) but could 

you please spare n fev,; minutes (less than 10 ! ) to complete 

and return the survey? 

The resu.1 ts of this stv_dy will be used for a research 

paper and your anmvers will make a difference. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Odell 
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