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Teacher attitudes towards the development of the integrated
education for living environment studies curriculum

Hiromu KATO* + Chizuko MATSUT**

ABSTRACT

This case study interviewed teachers working on the Living Environment Studies and the Period for Integrated Studies’
curriculum, after which the interview data were analyzed using a modified grounded theory approach. The results revealed
that the teachers’ attitudes could be divided into 15 concepts and six categories: expanding learning; relationships with peers;
activities created by students and teachers; continuous creation by students and teachers; left to each; and conflicted
teachers. By structuring these concepts and categories, two central (core) categories were generated: created through
teacher collaboration; and entrusted to each individual to explore. Teachers working on the curriculum were aware of the
importance of student-teacher inquiry and the need for a school culture created through teacher collaboration and in-school
training dialogs. It was also found that when actual activities and instruction are left to individual teachers, exploration is
valued. The Living Environment Studies and the Period for Integrated Studies curriculum was realized through a
bidirectional flow involving teacher collaboration and individual exploration. Despite individual worries and conflicts, it was
concluded that teachers in such environments proactively and independently improved and grew through repeated practice
and reflection, which enhanced their teaching professionalism and competence.

* Oomachi Elementary School ** School Education



