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According to the Lancet Commision on Global Surgery, in 2015 there were roughly 5 billion
people worldwide who lacked access to safe and affordable surgery and anesthesia. To help
address these disparities, the Commision created six core indicators of geographic access,
rates of surgical procedures, costs, and rates of death before, during, and after surgery. The
vast majority of research on these indicators has addressed their use in low- and middle-income
countries and areas where surgery has little presence in public health initiatives. High-income
countries like Canada often operate under the notion that we inherently fulfill these indicators;
however, little research has occurred to validate these assumptions. My thesis will consolidate
current knowledge on the impact of traveling to surgery on postoperative outcomes in
high-income countries as well as use geographic information systems to assess how much of
Canada's population has equitable geographic access to elective and emergency surgery.
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