
President Ramage sits down with the Prospectus 
n A personal interview with the new head of Parkland College 

By GAVtN J. DOW 
Staff Wnter 

fEditor's Note; The /oHowing is 
an edited transcript of a Feb- 
ruary 15 interview between 

reporter Gavin J. Dow and Dr. 
Thomas Ramage, the President 
of Parkiand Coiiege. AH edits 
have been made in the inter- 
est of continuity and reworded 
phrases.J 

G:TeU me about your aca- 

demic background. 

R:Illinois State University is 
where I started. I actually met 
my wife there. My wife is from 
Danville, so when we gradu- 
ated, I ended up moving to Dan- 
ville. Took a job at the school 
district there doing TV sorts 
of things. Taught for a year at 
Danville High School, went to 
Danville Area Community Col- 
lege for about five years—this 
had been '92 through '95—went 
over to the University of Illinois 
in '95, worked for the Office of 
Statewide Programming as a 

distance learning coordinator. 

The year after that, I moved 
over to an initiative called the 
Illinois Online Network,* which 
is also out of the U of I sys- 
tem from the Vice President's 

office, and worked with commu- 
nity colleges in the state of Illi- 
nois, trying to work with faculty 
and administrators in advanc- 

ing their progress toward put- 
ting courses and subsequently 
degrees online. 

So, I got to travel around a 
bunch of community colleges, 
actually, all the community col- 
leges in Illinois. 
A position at Parkland opened 

up in 1998, a newly formed 
department called Distance 
and Virtual Learning, and that 

was TV, distance education, and 
interactive video. So that was 

sort of tike the perfect job for 
me. It was ah the things that I 
had done in the past sort of com- 
bined into one little gig. So, did 
that for a couple of years, moved 
into an Associate Vice President 

position here for Academic Ser- 
vices. When our executive Vice 
President Dale Ewen retired, 
I moved into his spot as Vice 
President for Academic Ser- 

vices, the chief academic offi- 
cer for the institution, and did 
that for almost five years. This 

past June, I was named Interim 
[President]. [January] 17 was 
the board meeting, and they 
removed the Interim label, so 
that was permanent. 
So that's sort of the path. 

Along the way there, I earned a 
Master's Degree from George 
Washington University, and an 
E.D.D., a doctorate in educa- 

tion, from Nova Southeastern 
University, and I finished that 
in '03. So that's kind of the nut- 
shell. 

G:It sounds to me like you 
have a big focus yourself on dis- 
tance learning. Now, obviously, 
there are a lot of online courses 
at Parkland. Are you looking to 
expand that at all? 

R:You know, the growth 
has been huge. In '98 when I 
first came to Parkland, we had 
probably ten or twelve classes 
online, and today we're upwards 
of 250 or so different sections. 
The growth has been huge, phe- 
nomenally huge, and obviously 
there's student demand, or we 
wouldn't have the nearly five 
thousand students a semester 
that we have now taking online 
courses. It's amazed me. I 

remember coming to a Parkland 

board meeting, probably *99 or 
2000, and the board chair at the 
time said, what do you think, as 
far as growth? Can we sustain 
this twenty percent per semes- 
ter growth curve? My answer 
to that was, you know, it's going 

a mix between an online and a 
traditional course, where some 
of your time is still spent on 

campus, but an equal or greater 
amount is spent online. I think 
that's where the growth is going 
to really continue. And there 

to level out here sometime, I 

just don't know quite when, 
because there's a certain sort of 
student that's interested in an 
online course, whether it's con- 

venience, or schedule flexibil- 

ity, or because they're working 
two other jobs outside the col- 
lege, whatever, but that's prob- 
ably going to level off. And I've 
been wrong every year since 

then, because that growth has 
been huge. 
Now, recently it has started to 

level off a little bit. We're seeing 
more like ten or fifteen percent 
growth instead of twenty. But 

is there an end in sight? Prob- 

ably not, because I think we've 
learned is that that percentage 
of students that would be inter- 
ested in strictly online, we're 
tripling that when we talk about 
hybrid courses, which is sort of 

are certain courses that require 
that, like a speech course, for 
exampie - you have to be here 
to do a speech - or a iab course 
over in natural sciences. Some 

things that you just have to do 
on campus, or it's better to do on 

campus. 

Fifty-three percent, I think 
it is, of the students that come 
here in the summer are enrolled 
in online courses. So, more than 
half of our total enrollment in 
the summer is online. 

G:Where are we getting the 
online students from? 

R:A11 over. Last time we 

looked, and this is a couple of 
years old now, about eighty per- 
cent were traditional students. 

They were here taking regular 
courses and online courses for 

whatever reason, whether it was 

family or work, or just because 
they could. That other twenty 
percent, it really depends on 
what semester you're talking 
about. In the summer, we see 

a ton of students from a univer- 

sity someplace, they're enrolled 
fall/spring, come home for the 
summer, and want to enroll 
in gen-ed courses and prog- 
ress toward their degrees. It's 

eighty-two bucks a credit hour, 
you cannot beat that price tag 
anywhere. They get a course 
that articulates to any of the 

public universities, and most of 
the privates in Illinois and else- 
where. So that probably takes 
care of the summer piece. 
The rest of the other students, 

it's a mix. We get students from 
out of state, out of the country, 
people in the military, that's 

probably the bulk of it. The indi- 
vidual stories are amazing. We 
have a good number of interna- 
tional students that use online 
courses for flexibility, a whole 
variety of reasons. 

G:What technological 
advances are you seeing that are 
making these classes better? 

R:The technology, let's say in 
the last five to six years, it's val- 
ue-added stuff. The basics are 
there. The course management 
system, ANGEL or Blackboard 
or WebCT, whatever an insti- 

tution uses (we're on ANGEL 
here), that's been there for 

quite a while. That existed back 
in 1998 when we got started at 
Parkland. It's improved over 
time, but it's incremental. The 
things that students don't nec- 
essarily see is our data systems, 
all our student information sys- 
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CHUCK SHEPHERD'S NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
By CHUCK SHEPHERD 

LeadStory 

Several Duke University cam- 
pus organizations, including the 
Women's Center, the Student 
Health Center and the Wom- 
en's Studies Department, spon- 
sored a "Sex Workers Art Show" 
on Feb. 3, at which nearly nude 
"artists" danced for students and 
others while vulgarly criticizing 
America via acts such as a wom- 
an's pretending to eat excreted 
dollar bills and a man's kneeling 
with an American flag inserted 
in his rear end. Two years ago, 
Duke's men's lacrosse team was 
vilified by the Duke adminis- 
tration and faculty merely for 
hiring two female strippers 
for a party (from which ema- 
nated false charges of rape and 
the eventual disbarment of the 
local district attorney). A uni- 
versity spokesman explained to 
a National Journal reporter that 
the recent show was acceptable 
because it was "art" and "social 

commentary," rather than male- 
bonding entertainment. 

Cultural Diversity 

'Brand-new Japanese par- 
ents receiving a gift are then 
customarily obligated to give 
a lesser one in return, and the 

Yoshimiya rice shop in Fukuoka 
recently created the ideal such 
return: small bags of rice of the 
exact weight of the newborn, 
printed with its face and name, 
so that original gift-givers (rel- 
atives, friends) can experience 
cuddling "the baby." Then, of 
course, according to Yoshimi- 
ya's owner, they can break open 
the bag and eat the rice, though 
he admitted some people have a 
problem with that. 
*"We sleep with the snakes 

(meaning cobras), we eat with 
the snakes, we live with the 
snakes (but) we are not scared," 
said a 14-year-old girl in a vil- 
lage near Calcutta, India, to a 
Wall Street Journal reporter in 
November. Said a village leader, 
"Whenever I lie down in my bed, 
a cobra will just slide on top of 
me, without hurting me." In 

fact, more than 3,000 cobras live 
in one hamlet, mostly in peace, 
with few bite victims (though a 
cobra bite is often fatal because 

villagers initially trust the gods 
and spirit doctors to treat them). 
Cobras are so revered in the vil- 

lage that cobra bites are usually 
described as attacks by vipers or 
by "nonresident" cobras, based 
on a belief that local cobras are 

incapable of evil. 
'There is usually a well- 

stocked Red Cross tent when 
the January "corralejas" (ama- 
teur bullfights) take place in 

towns in the Colombian coun- 

tryside, reported The New York 
Times in January. "This year 
was calm, no deaths yet," said 
a newscaster in Sincelejo. Hun- 
dreds of wannabe matadors 

jump into makeshift rings, some 
sponsored by local merchants 
but others merely inebriated or 
sober and foolish, some gaudily 
dressed, some in bunches (with 
one group even picnicking). 
Wrote the Times, "A stream of 
men arrived" in the Red Cross 

tent, "intestines peeking out of 
a belly, bone protruding from a 
fractured shin, blood spurting 
from a gash in the buttocks." 
Said a local, "This is about the 
ecstasy of escaping death." 

Latest Religious Messages 

Lord Balaji was a locally pop- 
ular Hindu god in Hyderabad, 
India, until a few years ago when 
a priest noticed that more of his 
worshippers were complaining 
that valuable U.S. professional 
"H-1B" visas were harder to 

get. Overnight, Balaji was trans- 
formed from a purveyor of gen- 
eral prosperity to the "visa god," 
specializing in lucky H-lBs, and 
the temple now draws 100,000 
visitors a week. Said one, to a 
Wall Street Journal reporter in 

December, "I've never heard of 
anyone who's gone to the tem- 

ple whose visa (application) got 
rejected" (even though typical 
advice from priest C.S. Gopala 
Krishna is simply to walk around 
the temple "11 times"). 

Questionable Judgments 

*In December, even after the 
widely reported tiger attack on 
a visitor at the San Francisco 

Zoo, the Houston Zoo was still 
allowing its visitors to play "tug 
of war" with its own lions and 

tigers. A 20-pound slab of meat, 
attached to a long rope, is tossed 
into the enclosure, and visitors 
are encouraged to toy with the 
cats by yanking on it as the ani- 
mal lunges for it. Said a Hous- 
ton zookeeper, the game keeps 
the animals from getting bored. 
Besides, a zoo official said, 
"(The lion or tiger) kind of lets 
us know when he wants to play, 
and we go along with that." 
*Two counselors in the Den- 

ver school system proposed 
in December that the school 

board give high school girls 
who get pregnant at least four 
weeks of maternity leave, with- 
out academic penalty, so they 
can bond with their newborns. 
The counselors said the policy 
would encourage teen mothers 
to stay in school. (Meanwhile, 
the Department of Education of 
the Australian Capital Territory 
in Canberra granted permis- 
sion for a 16-year-old student 
at Stromlo High School to take 
smoking breaks, based on a doc- 
tor's finding that she is so "clin- 
ically addicted" to nicotine that 
her work suffers without it.) 
*A teacher at Yamata Ele- 

mentary School in Yokohama, 
Japan, was disciplined in Jan- 
uary after a finding that she 
improperly punished her class 
because a few students would 
not come to order. Officials said 
she lined up all students and 
walked down the row, slapping 
each one in the face. 

Family Values 

Geraldine Magda, 44, was 

arrested in Austin, Minn., in Jan- 
uary, following a nursing-home 
visit to hold the hand of her dying 
sister in her final hours. Magda 
was charged with stealing the 
wedding ring from her sister's 
finger during the hand-hold- 

ing. (2) A Chicago man traveled 
to Sheboygan, Wis., in Decem- 
ber to finally meet the 18-year- 
old woman who was his biolog- 
ical daughter, but during the 
same visit, he was arrested and 
charged with sexually assault- 
ing her while she was sleeping. 

The Weirdo-American 

Community 

In December, street per- 
former John Domingue said the 
Huntington Beach, Calif., police 
have finally stopped hassling 
him for soliciting tips at the 
city's famous Pier Plaza when 
he demonstrates his skill at ham- 

mering nails into his nose with- 
out serious injury. (Some bleed- 
ing results, which is why police 
said they stopped him in the first 
place.) The American Civil Lib- 
erties Union said it is watching 
the case, citing Domingues' con- 
stitutional right to perform his 
nose-nailing, sword-swallowing 
and fire-eating acts for dona- 
tions. 

Least Competent Criminals 

More Questionable Judg- 
ments: (1) David Holland, 46, 

gave a DNA sample last year 
to police in San Jose, Calif., to 
help resolve murder charges 
against his brother, but was 

then arrested for an until-then- 
unsolved 2001 rape when his 
DNA sample matched that left 
behind by the rapist. (2) Edward 
Debrow of San Antonio, Texas, 
who was sentenced to 27 years 
in prison for a 1992 murder con- 
viction, appealed that sentence 
as too harsh. After a Texas 

appeals court granted his chal- 
lenge and ordered a re-sentenc- 
ing in October, a judge gave him 
40 years. [San Francisco Chron- 

icle, 11-20-07] [KSAT-TV (San 
Antonio), 10-24-07] 

Recurring Themes 

Awesome Capacities: Jason 

Panchalk, 36, was admitted to 
the Pima County (Arizona) jail 
in December, facing a charge 
of trafficking in stolen property, 
but he arrived prepared. Accord- 
ing to a jailer, Panchalk was car- 
rying "some syringes, matches, 
lighter, heroin, marijuana, 
and an assortment of pills," ah 
inside his rectum. And in Octo- 

ber, court officials in Cork, Ire- 
land, who were suspicious of a 
defendant's demeanor, had him 
medically examined. Accord- 

ing to a report in the Irish Inde- 
pendent, doctors found a mobile 
phone, SIM card and charger, all 
wrapped in foil and coated with 
lubricant, inside his rectum. 

Least Justifiable Homicides 

. David Thomson, 49, was con- 
victed in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
of smothering his mom to death 
after she had taunted him for 
his inept suicide attempt sev- 
eral weeks before (October). In 
Sydney, Australia, a man was 
charged with beating a neigh- 
bor to death because the neigh- 
bor was watering his lawn in 
violation of the city's water 

restrictions (October). The boss 
of a factory in North Korea was 
executed by firing squad before 
150,000 people in a South Pyon- 
gan province stadium after he 
was convicted of the crime of 

making out-of-country tele- 

phone calls (November). 

(Visit Chuck Shepherd daily at 
http://NewsoftheWeird.blog- 
spot.com or www.Newsofthe- 

Weird.com.) 
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terns, and the course manage- 
ment system are now integrated, 
so as soon as you register for a 
course in our traditional system, 
you're populated into the online 
system immediately, or with 

very little delay, so you have 
quick access. That was a man- 
ual process before, but that's all 
kind of behind the scenes. 
New stuff, the things like pod- 

casting, things like incorporat- 
ing streaming video, streaming 
audio, that becomes easier. You 
don't need to be a computer sci- 
entist to be able to do that sort 
of stuff anymore, you can do it 
from your desktop fairly eas- 
ily. Faculty are incorporating 
more of that in. The [Univer- 
sity of Illinois] Global Campus 
is a big unknown. [In] Septem- 
ber, a bachelor's degree comple- 
tion program in business admin- 
istration comes online, and with 
our relationship with the U of 
I, we expect, hopefully, some 
pretty good numbers. So that 

percentage will jump up again, 
of our credit students that are 

taking online courses. 
But I wouldn't say it's tech- 

nology driven, I think it's more 
students understand the con- 

cept. That's what's driving the 
enrollment increase as opposed 
to more accessibility, or some 
cool program. I've been a stu- 
dent for my last two degrees. 
I've been involved in online 

courses on the student side, and 
I far prefer it. It's the way to go 
as far as I'm concerned. 

G:What advantages do you 
see to taking a class online as 
opposed to in a classroom? 

R:For me personally? It 

allowed me to work full time in a 

job that was fairly time consum- 
ing, and still earn my degree. I 

could get a degree from a place 
like George Washington and not 
have to worry about babysitting, 
or leaving my family for weeks 
at a time, or doing a residency 
in D.C. It was the perfect way 
to go for a working type person, 
somebody with commitments 

beyond school, certainly. 

G:The other side of the coin: 
what are the disadvantages? 

R:The disadvantage? Well, 
there's always something to be 
said, and probably quite a bit 
to be said, for being face-to- 
face with an instructor, face-to- 
face with a person that you're 
in class with, having a discus- 

sion about content, about mate- 
rials. And that's different, obvi- 
ously, online. It's pretty much 
still a typewritten interaction, 
and that can be burdensome. It 

takes a lot of time to respond via 
e-mail or a threaded discussion 

group or whatever. This con- 
versation we're having would 
probably take twice as long if 
we weren't sitting here looking 
at each other. So there's some 
inherent slowdowns in the pro- 
cess, I think. But overall quali- 
ty-wise, in terms of grade point 
averages, persistence, grades, 
and success, the gap between a 
traditional course and an online 
course is very much narrowing. 
There's almost no difference 
now in outcomes. 

G:Did there used to be a dif- 
ference? 

R:A coupie of percentage 
points. For probably a couple of 
reasons, the gap between tradi- 
tional and online was fairly nar- 
row [at Parkland]. Other institu- 
tions had pretty wide gaps, and a 
lot of that had to do with faculty 
training, how well they knew 
the system, and could inter- 
act with students and engage. 
Part of it in the early days was 
technology. Things weren't as 
reliable as they are today. The 
server would go down, the soft- 
ware wouldn't work, whatever. 
It was retention, mostly. Stu- 

dents would drop the online 
courses more frequently than 
they would traditional courses. 

G:I talked to some of the fac- 

ulty members here to get some 
input on what I should talk to 
you about, and one thing that 
everyone wants to know is what 

your plans are now going for- 
ward. They're interested to 
know what are your plans over, 
say, the next year? Or the next 
ten years? Because it sounds 
like you intend to stay here. 

R:I do. Very much so. This 
next year, the plans are pretty 
much set. We have a couple of 
big initiatives going on. The 
first one is the conversion from 
our old student/financial/human 
resources databasing system to 
a new one. It's called Datatel. 
Our old one is about sixteen 

years old and it's not going to be 
supported anymore, it's going to 
go away. The software is obso- 
lete. So we have to do some- 

thing, and that's a massive 

undertaking. It's about three 
million dollars cost-wise, but the 
investment of time and energy 
from almost everybody on cam- 
pus is going to be fairly signih- 

cant. We're just getting started 
with that process, so that's about 
24 months worth of work. When 

you have something that big, 
and that fundamentally altering 
the way we do things, we have to 
rethink everything we do, from 
how we show you what classes 
are available, how you register, 
how you get financial aid, how 
you get billed, all that stuff has 
to be reviewed, so it's big. 
When you're doing something 

that large, to put other new ini- 
tiatives on top of it, you kind of 
want to hold off a little bit. But 
we are, anyway. Another big one 
is the Kay's building out here on 
Mattis Avenue. We purchased 
that about six months ago, and 
we're remodeling about 20,000 
square feet in the middle of it 
for a health professions facility. 
It's really substantial. 
We're just about to start a mas- 

ter planning process in terms 
of the campus: our buildings, 
our facilities, what needs to be 
updated, renovated, remodeled, 
what sort of structures we need 
based on enrollment growth, all 
kinds of different things. What 
do we need to look at for the 
future? And that's a fairly sub- 
stantial process that we'll begin 
very shortly also. So, without 
trying to overload everybody at 
Parkland College, I would point 
to those three things as major 
for the next year. 

G:What about more in the 

long term? What would you like 
to see different about Parkland 
in 2018? 

R:First and foremost, one of 
my longer term goals is facili- 
ties. Most of this campus was 
built in 1973. This dark wood- 

work, the carpeting if you've 
been out in the college center 
recently, you've seen is not in 
great shape. We have a phased, 
probably six year plan to update 
all the various wings with the 
basics: lighting, paint, carpet- 
ing, the way the woodwork looks, 
signage. How we move students 
throughout this campus will be 
a major focus, as well as capital 
projects. We have a student ser- 
vices center, that's about an $18 
million structure that we want 
to get built here. It should have 
been built five years ago, but 
due to state funding and no cap- 
ital bill for the last five years, we 
haven't had the funds to do that. 
We have to look at ways, without 
the state, to expand this campus 
based on the enrollment growth 
that we've already had, and to 
support new programs that our 

community is demanding. 
G:You just mentioned enroll- 

ment growth. Do you want to 

talk a little more about that? 

R:2002, we built the D-wing. 
96,000 square feet of space. 
When we built that addition, we 
figured that we could take about 
a 25% jump in enrollment from 
levels in 2001 before we would 
fill that wing to capacity. Now, 
prior to the D-wing, we were 
in serious space trouble. We 

hadn't had a major addition to 
campus in quite a while, and the 
enrollment had gone from let's 

say six or seven thousand stu- 
dents per semester to about ten, 
where we are now. So twenty 
thousand students a year, head 

count, are in this facility, and 
we had no room to expand. If 
we had a new program, we had 
no space. If we added faculty, 
there were no more offices to 

put them. So, the D-wing came 
at a very opportune time, and 
allowed us to grow from the lev- 
els we were prior to 2002. 

After we built the D-wing, '02 
to '05, that 25% that I was talk- 
ing about occurred. We filled 
the D-wing with an additional 
25% of the total population in 
just four years. So, we're at 
that space-crunch time again 
now, actually since '05. We're 

out of room. The only thing that 
saved us in terms of classroom 

space is online, because those 
students enroll in courses and 

they don't take up a classroom 
from 8:00 to 9:00 on a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. So our 

enrollment growth has contin- 
ued, but it's really because of 

this new medium, this new way 
we're delivering courses. 

Longer term, if we want to 
continue the enroHment growth 
in traditional courses, tradi- 
tional programs that have to 
have a physical place on cam- 
pus, we have to start looking at 
new structures. 

G:Do you expect to be doing 
that? 

R:I do. Part of the master 

campus planning piece I've 

gone through with our execu- 
tive team over the last about six 

months, and we identified things 
that we just knew about, and our 
list is $55 million in new struc- 
tures. You talk about a diesel 

program, an automotive pro- 

gram, a student services center, 
expansion of our art programs. 
They have always been at capac- 
ity. As soon as we've built a new 
art classroom, the next semes- 
ter it's full. So, we could prob- 
ably double the size of our art 
department and hll it instantly. 
Health professions: our nurs- 

ing program needs to grow. 
We'll move some other health 

professions programs that are 
on campus [to the new building 
on Mattis], and then expand the 
nursing program here on cam- 
pus. But we take sixty-five stu- 
dents a year now in nursing, and 
we need to be at a hundred. That 

requires a lot of space. 

G:Why do you need to be at a 
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Swearingen 
Grammy Corrections 

By SHANE SWEARiNGEN 

Prospectus Staff Wr/ter 

Like most Americans with 
an IQ above/age below 70, I 

don't watch the Grammys. Not 
so much because I'm averse to 
bloated commercial pageantry 
or have any particular sem- 
blance of a life: I just don't like 
terrible music or the glorifica- 
tion thereof. With that in mind, 
here are my corrections to the 

major 2008 Grammy Award 
winners, as well as the winners 
of some other awards I just 
made up. 

Record/Song of the Year 

The Grammys went to: 
"Rehab" by Amy Winehouse 

I'll spare you my annoyance 
over the fact that record pro- 
duction is deemed more impor- 
tant than either composition or 
performance in the Grammy 
Award hierarchy, and just dive 
right into the awards. They both 
went to the same recording. 
I've never heard it. It probably 
sucks. 

The actual best record/song of 
2007: 

Bros" by Panda Bear 

While its title regrettably 
conjures images of monosyl- 
labic, hacky-sack-jonesing frat- 
boys, and its twelve-and-a-half- 
minute running time is likely to 
scare off mainstream pop fans, 
"Bros" is by a healthy margin 
the best song of2007: a prismatic 
baroque-pop drone drenched in 
haunting atmospherics, mes- 

merizing polyrhythms and gor- 
geous Pet Sounds-style harmo- 
nies. 

There's little in the way of 
conventional song structure to 
be found here, but the melody is 
so strong and the whole song is 
so richly detailed that it almost 
functions like a classic '60s pop 
tune anyway. Only twelve-and- 
a-half minutes long and with lots 
more chanting, fuzz, and glitchy 
electronic weirdness. 

Honorable Mention: 
"Australia" by the Shins 

Album of the Year 

The Grammy went to: 
River; the Joni Letters 

by Herbie Hancock 

With no obvious candidate 

emerging from the safe haven of 
popular music, Grammy voters 
wisely opted for an established 

Need spending money this spying 
Join the leader in the radio control hobby 

industry and spend your free time earning cash! 
We currently have openings for: 

Etectronic Technician (FT, days) 
Forklift Operator (PT, FT 1st, 2nd & 3rd shift) 
Phone Sates Rep (PT, FT, days, evenings & weekends) 
Product Support Technician (PT, FT, days, evenings & weekends) 
Projects Assistant (FT, days) 
Security (PT, FT, days, evenings & weekends) 
Warehouse Associate (PT, FT 1 st & 2nd shift) 
Web Artist (FT, days) 
Whoiesaie Saies Rep (FT, days) 

MoM/co O/fers.* 
- Ftexibie Hours 
- Fu!l or Part-Time Scheduies 
Empioyee Purchase Ptan 

- Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
Competitive Wages 

- Excellent Working Conditions 
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APPEHN PERSON 
2904 Research Rd, C. 

Mon-Frl. 9:00-4:30 EOE 
email: hr@hobbico.com 

website: www.hobbico.com 

legend from a music genre 
the overwhelming majority of 
Americans (and Grammy vot- 
ers) absolutely never listen to, 
in an attempt to muster credibil- 

ity for the selections of terrible 
pop albums in the future. "Hey, 
we picked a jazz album once in 
the last forty years! We could 
pick an album from any genre 
any year! We hear many albums 
every year and have extraordi- 

narily diverse palettes!" 
This also continues the Gram- 

mys' recent tradition of giving 
the Album of the Year award to 

wholly inconsequential works 
by aging icons rather than 

unique and groundbreaking 
albums from artists still rele- 
vant today (other recent exam- 
ples being Bob Dylan's good- 
but-not-great Time Out of Mind 
and Steely Dan's god-awful Hvo 
Against Nature). 

The actual best album of 2007: 

Hissing Fauna, Are You The 
Destroyer? 

by Of Montreal 

Wherein Kevin Barnes trans- 
forms despondency, alienation 
and unfocused psychosexual 
energy into a heady glam-rock 
opus bursting with ambrosial 
pop hooks and goofy, verbose 
song titles. 

Hissing Fauna achieves a 

supremelyrare balance between 
genuine, thoughtful introspec- 
tion, cartoonish bombast, and 
impeccable musicianship to 

make it the best album/gimmick 
of its kind since Ziggy Stardust. 
Hissing Fauna also boasts at 
least three legit contenders for 
song of the year, with "A Sen- 
tence Of Sorts In Kongsvinger" 
narrowly edging out "Heimdals- 
gate Like A Promethean Curse" 
and "Gronlandic Edit," as the 
album's best, primarily on the 
strength of the lyrics of its first 
verse: "I spent the winter on 
the verge of a total breakdown 
while living in Norway/I felt 
the darkness of the black-metal 
bands/but being such a fawn of 
a man I didn't burn down any 
old churches/just slept way too 
much/just slept." 

Also, if you get a chance to see 
the band live, do it: they put on an 
incredible show. It's sort of like 
the Gay Pride Parade, only with 
even more elaborate costumes 

and lots of blinding lasers. And 
the music is great, too. 

See Grammy on page 5 

Dewev Defeats Truman 
By SHANE SWEARtNGEN 

Prospectus Staff Wr/fer 

Okay, so maybe I was a bit pre- 
mature in awarding the Patri- 
ots the Vince Lombardi Trophy. 
Calling the Giants things like 
"comically overmatched," lik- 

ening them to the Reform Party, 
questioning Eli Manning's legiti- 
macy as a quarterback, secretly 
believing he has a learning dis- 
ability, making light of the 
media hoopla surrounding Tbm 
Brady's ankle injury: I was just 
flat-out wrong. 
We all make mistakes, even 

part-time amateur quasi-jour- 
nalists at community college 
newspapers. Only now that the 
Prospectus has gone online, my 
cretinous proclamations cannot 
be so easily disremembered. 
So, to the New York Giants, any 
gamblers I might have influ- 

enced, John Eby Publishing, 
and the one person I convinced 
not to watch arguably the great- 
est Super Bowl in history, I am 
truly, truly sorry. 
But let's not dwell on my glar- 

ing failures as a football prog- 
nosticator, and instead take the 
time to appreciate the things I 
got right: 

Commercials with 

talking animais 

Of which there were no less 
than four. What can I say? I just 
had this wacky sensation that 
advertisers would rely on one 
of their most conventional and 
time-honored methods of being 
vaguely quirky and cutesy in 
their endeavor to sell assorted 

goods and services. I just had 
a hunch, you know? I did not, 
however, have the sagacity to 
foresee dancing animals in a 

commercial. Now, that's wild. 

Half of Tbm Petty's 
halftime set iist 

Okay, I wasn't exactly going 
out on a limb with "Runnin' 
Down a Dream," since they 
played this during just about 
every Super Bowl XLII half- 
time show promotion, but I still 
deserve mild props for "Free 
Failin'." I employed my shrewd 
deduction skills to determine 
that of all the songs in the Tom 

Petty catalogue, "Free Failin'" 
had the best combination of pop- 
ularity (thirty-three weeks on 
the billboard pop singles charts), 
Christianity (the good girl in the 
song loves Jesus) and patriotism 
(ditto America)—the three most 

exalted qualities in the Super 
Bowl. This isn't to say "Free Fai- 
lin'" is in any way a religious or 
patriotic song, but a passing, not 
unfavorable allusion to a subject 
is usually enough to convince a 
drunken yahoo or a network 
executive what's at the heart 
of a song. Of course, "Ameri- 
can Girl" has the word "Amer- 
ica" in its title, so I deserve to 
be punched in the face for miss- 
ing that one. Not that "American 
Girl," either, is a patriotic, or in 
any way political song—it's just 
a tragic love song, really. But 
that's how these things work. 
The entire Tom Petty set 

("American Girl," "I Won't Back 
Down," "Free Failin'," "Runnin' 
Down a Dream") was themati- 
cally appropriate for any Super 
Bowl, but a more appropriate 
set for Super Bowl XLII specifi- 
cally would have looked like this: 

"The Waiting" 

In reference to the excruci- 

ating two-week layoff between 
the conference championship 
games and The Big Game, the 
interminable pre-game fes- 

tivities, and the culmination 
of the Pats' pursuit of perfec- 
tion and the Giants' quest for 

respect. You see, it works on 
a lot of different levels. Man. 

"Breakdown" 

An allusion to the Pats' 

repeated lapses in pass-protec- 
tion, which pretty much cost 
them the game. I know most of 

you who watched the game will 

probably point to their defen- 
sive meltdown in the final two 
minutes as the game's penulti- 
mate breakdown, but the Pats' 
defense isn't the reason they 
were 18-0, it's not the reason they 
lost the game, and they would 
almost certainly be heroes if not 
for the most ridiculously amaz- 
ing catch in Super Bowl history. 

"You Got Lucky" 

This could refer either to 

the Pats' attitude towards the 

G-Men, or mine towards Frank 
Caliendo: how the hell is that 

guy successful again? I mean, 
almost everyone can do a 

decent impression of someone. 
Only, you know, most people 
don't make millions of dollars 
for being able to do just one kind 
of okay impression without ever 
updating their material. Boom! 

See Dewey on page 8 



Loca!/ParMant! 
GRAMMY 

cont/nued from page 4 

Honorable mention: 
Friend Opportunity 

by Deerhoof 

Bonus Awards 

Most Irrelevant Grammy 
Award Category: Best Boxed Or 
Special Limited Edition Pack- 
age 
So help me god, this is a real 

category. I was originally going 
to give the nod to the almost-as- 
ridiculous Best Album Notes 

category, but then I reflected 
that album notes, for a compre- 
hensive anthology on the his- 
tory and culture of a particu- 
lar music genre or movement, 
could quite possibly be educa- 
tional and, therefore, not alto- 
gether irrelevant. But Best 

Boxed Or Special Limited Edi- 
tion Package? WTF? 

Honorable mention: 
Best Record Package 

Honorable mention: 
Best Album Notes 

Most Inexplicable Longevity: 
Kid Rock 

This isn't to say I think there 
aren't other "artists" with as lit- 
tle talent as Kid Rock-just none 
that I can think of with as few 
discemable qualities of any 
kind. I mean, someone might 
make a case for Britney Spears, 
for instance, but at least people 
at one point found her attrac- 
tive. Kid Rock has been a com- 

mercially viable entity for a 
decade on the strength of what, 
exactly? His acting prowess? 
His hats? His friendship with 
ZZ Top? I don't understand. 
Kid Rock was Kevin Federline 
before Kevin Federline, only 
stupider and more annoying. 

< 

This show is a drag! 
n Entertainment at it's finest 

By BETH VOiGT 
Features Writer 

On Friday, February 29, some 
of Parkland's prettiest boys 
(and girls) will grace the stage 
of Parkland's theatre in a show 
that promises to be the most fun 
to be had while being politically 
(and probably biblically) incor- 
rect at the same time. That's 

right, folks, it's drag show time! 
"But, what the heck is a drag 

show?" you may ask. It's a per- 
formance put on by a series of 
drag queens and/or kings, who 
often lip-synch and dance to 

popular songs. A drag queen 
is usually a man who dresses 
(or "drags") in female clothes; 
by the same token, a drag king 
is a woman in male clothes. A 

drag performer is not necessar- 
ily gay or transgender, but may 
be a straight person who simply 
dresses up for the fun of it. 
Performers often wear elab- 

orate costumes, sometimes imi- 

tating famous singers or celeb- 
rities. A drag performer may 
or may not try to "pass" as the 
opposite gender; sometimes you 
would never know that "she" is 

actually a man, or sometimes 
he might go all-out to deliber- 
ately look outrageous, over-the- 
top, and most certainly a man in 
drag. 
Drag shows can feature one 

or more performers, singly or 
in groups, who may sing, dance, 
lip-synch to a song while danc- 
ing a choreographed routine, or 
perform skits or monologues. 
Tips are often accepted by per- 
formers who mingle with the 
crowd while continuing their 

performance—encouraging 
audience participation. 
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This will be the sixth Drag 
Show to be held at Parkland. 
In previous shows, there have 
been around a half-dozen Drag 
Queens (males as females) and 
two to four Drag Kings (females 
as males). Plans for this year's 
show have been in the works 
since last October, and there 
have been rehearsals several 
times a week since the begin- 
ning of January and continuing 
until the day of the show. 
While Parkland's drag show 

is an uncommon treat, it is not 
the only performance of its 
kind in the area. Both the Uni- 

versity of Illinois and Eastern 
Illinois University have their 

own drag shows, around Hal- 
loween and in the spring semes- 
ter respectively. Closer to home, 
the C-Street bar in downtown 

Champaign holds regular drag 
shows on Sunday nights with 
professional competitive par- 

ticipants. 
Some of the performers that 

will be appearing at Parkland's 
drag show have also appeared 
in other productions in Cham- 
paign-Urbana and around Illi- 

nois. Leilani Stars, Parkland 
alums Aurora Lamont-Car- 

rington and Theo Stars-Car- 

rington, and current Parkland 
student Justin Zane have per- 
formed at both C-Street and the 

University of Illinois shows, and 
have participated in events as 
far away as Chicago. 

Your hostess for this event 
will be the magnificent Leggz 
Akimbo, "an infamous Park- 

land taient relating to professor 
Thom Schnarre," according to 
her biography. "She has a tragic 
history of a mis spent youth as 
a showgirl and then a Vegas 

Beth Voigt//%75oecA/s 

dancer before a tragic dance 
injury to her ieft pinkie caused 
her to end her dance ambitions 
and subsist on a diet of mostly 
carbs." 
Members of Parkland's Queer 

and Ally group and students in 
the theatre department are also 
working to make this year's 
drag show a fabulous success. 
In addition to the performers 

themselves, there are about a 
dozen people working on sound, 
lighting, and a variety of back- 
stage jobs. 
Other behind-the-scenes 

assistance has been provided 
by Randi Hard—the Parkland 
theatre's artistic director—and 
Bemie Wolff, the facility techni- 
cal director. Technical director 
David Dillman has shared his 

expertise with the equipment 
around the theatre as well. 
The drag show is also a per- 

formance with a cause. A por- 
tion of the proceeds from the 
show will be contributed to the 

Queer and Ally student orga- 
nization, for various activi- 
ties such as attending the Mid- 
west LGBT Conference, which 
will be held this year at the 

University of Illinois. In addi- 
tion, part of the funds raised at 
the show will be donated to the 
Greater Community Aids Proj- 
ect (GCAP), a charity that gives 
support to those in the Cham- 

paign County district suffering 
from HIV and AIDS. 
This is a one-night-only event, 

so make sure to be at the Park- 
land theatre on Friday, Febru- 
ary 29. The doors open at 7:30 

and the show will begin at 8. 
Tickets for this amazing show 
are only $5 at the door, so bring 
your friends and your dollar 
bills to tip the performers as 
they bring the show out into the 
audience. 
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Want to be a part of Parktand's Student Government? 

tn late March and early April, Student Government at Parkland College, 
will hold elections for the positions of 

President, Vice President, Treasurer. Secretary, Trustee and Senators. 
The Office of Student Life will be taking applications for these positions 

until Thursday, March 6th. 

So, what are the benefits? 

* Attend off-campus leadership conferences 
- Networking with faculty and staff 
- Office space with your own desk 
* Interaction with all student groups on campus 
- Assist with highty visible community philanthropic activities 

If interested, please note the following timetable: 

Q Pick-up an election packet in the Office of Student Life on or before March 6. 
Q Application, petition, and essay must be turned in to the Office of Student Life in room 

XI53 by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday. March 6 
Q Candidates will attend a meeting in room X150 at 12:00 p.m. on Friday, March 7. 
O Student elections will be held March 31, April 1 and 2 in the College Center. 
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DEWEY 
continued from page 4 

"Even the Losers" 

Pretty self-explanatory: a 

team quarterbacked by twelve 
year-old turnover machine 
Eli Manning and coached by 
Tom "Snow Miser" Coughlin 
defeats one of the three or four 

greatest teams in NFL history. 
It's probably for the best that 
"Refugee" was kept off the 

set, though. I don't think that 
would have gone over quite as 
well. Especially since the game 
was in Arizona and everything. 
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Check us out on 
www.prospectusnews.com! 

Additional features and stories as well as email our 
stories or comment on your favorite writer. 

PREZ 
continued from page 3 

hundred? 
R:Our employers: Carle 

Clinic, Provena, Christie. The 
demand for nurses is huge. 
They're importing nurses from 
the Philippines, from a variety 
of countries, and housing them 
in the Champaign-Urbana area 
because we can't locally meet 
the demand that they have for 
nurses. They just sent us a let- 
ter asking us, begging us, to take 
more students. And we have the 

students. We have four hundred 
students that apply to the nurs- 
ing program per year. We can 
only serve sixty-live. So it's a 

pretty obvious need, that we 
need to address. 

G:Is there anything in partic- 
ular that you're just itching to 
talk about that I haven't brought 
up? 

R:I can't think of any particu- 
lar things. I wouid probably just 
reiterate what you've already 
read in the newspaper, and 
that's Parkland is from my per- 
spective, or I guess a president's 
perspective, an ideal place to 
be. It's big enough to where you 
don't have to worry about a dol- 
lar a day, your budget is suffi- 
ciently flexible enough that you 
have the ability to adapt to prior- 
ities as they come in. We can put 

some money into faculty devel- 
opment of courses that will sup- 
port the Global Campus and not 
have to worry terribly about 
where we're going to fund that. 
It's not large enough to where 
you don't know everybody 
on campus. Just about every 
employee here I know. I can 

say, "Hey Pam," in the hallway, 
"how ya doin'?" and know 3 little 
bit about that person, whereas if 

you're much bigger than Park- 
land, and there are colleges that 
are, you lose that. So it's got a 
nice feel to it size-wise. 

G:You just mentioned the 
Global Campus. What involve- 
ment do you see Parkland hav- 

ing in that? 

R:A preferred academic part- 
ner is what they cal! us. The 
Global Campus intends to do 

the last two years of a bachelor's 

degree and they needed some- 
body that they could refer stu- 
dents to who needed one or sixty 
credit hours of their freshman 
and sophomore year, potentially 
online, maybe traditionally. 
We're that one college where 
they direct those students. So, 
for example, if you had applied to 
the Global Campus now, and you 
needed six credit hours in math 
and two more English courses, 
you would get that here, and 
we would make your transfer 

transparent to the Global Cam- 

pus. You would be accepted at 

both places simultaneously. 

G:That about covers it for 

serious questions, but I'm going 
to ask you a few more. I hear 

you're a big paintball fan. 

R:(Laughing) Yeah, that's 
true. I have played a little bit 
here, obviously because things 
have been going on here, but 
yeah, my son and my wife and I, 
especially this last summer, the 
one before we played quite a bit. 
We very much enjoy it. 

G:Your son: how old is he? 

R:Thirteen years old. Actu- 

ally, fourteen in a couple of 

days. 

G:Besides paintball, what 

would you do with the rare spare 
time you have? 

R:I knew this question was 
coming. There's not a lot of spare 
time, number one. Number two 
is, time at home with my family 
is fairly important. My wife is 
a superintendent up in Thomas- 
boro, which is about nine miles 
north of Urbana, and her job 
is really demanding time-wise 
also, so as many hours as I can 
squeeze out at home, that's my 
priority. We throw paintball in 
there, we like to travel. Not so 
much paintball these days, but 
we very much enjoy traveling, 
so any time we can get off. 

Three Singles That 
Can't be Ignored 
By JASON HARDtMON 
WPCD Correspondent 

Gnarls Barkley - 
Run (The Odd Couple) 

Fresh from riding the unprec- 
edented success of their debut 

album, St. Elsewhere, dynamic 
duo Gnarls Barkley are prepar- 
ing to release their second stu- 
dio album, The Odd Couple, on 
April eighth. The albums first 
single, Run, is uncannily remi- 
niscent of the soulful R&B made 

popular by James Brown in the 
late 1960's. Infact, Vocalist Cee 
Lo Green even makes use of 

the godfather's signature catch 
phrase "Good Gawd." Even so, 

been together since their for- 
mation in the late 1990's but 
have slowly been gaining noto- 
riety in recent years. This new 
found fame has allowed them to 
tour in support of acts such as 
Daft Punk, Justice, and T.V. on 
the Radio. I saw the video for 
their fist single, "Seventeen," 
on You Thbe by chance. I didn't 
know what to make of them at 

first, but when the chorus hit my 
jaw dropped. This was not due 
to any scandalous, seemingly 
meaningful, or obscene lyrics 
(although their album, Kings of 
the Worlds is full of them), but 
because I was so blown away by 
their bold combination of raw 

power and spectacle. 

8HARLS 
BARKLEY 
THE 
ORB 
BOMPLE 

one aspect of Gnarls Barkley's 
music that makes them stand 
out from others is their unique 
approach to songwriting. I don't 
think Mr. Brown would have 
ever used the hook, "Run chil- 
dren, Run for your life." Fur- 
thermore I don't think he would 
have made a hit single built upon 
the hook, "Maybe I'm crazy." 

Fancy - 

Seventeen 

(Kings of the Worlds) 

"Fancy" is a French glam rock 
band, which makes some of the 
raunchiest, catchiest, low-H 
noise fathomable. You may not 
have heard them yet, but for 
better or worse, I expect that 
their music will grace your ears 

sometime in the near future. 
This flamboyant trio is native 
to Paris' Montreuil suburbs 
and consists of front man Jesse 

Chanton, guitarist "Mom," and 
bassist "Rae Mone." They have 

Robert Plant & Allison Krauss - 

Gone, Gone, Gone [Done 
Moved On] (Raising Sand) 

The line-up for the seventh 
annual Bonnaroo music and arts 
festival was released on Febru- 

ary 6 and includes collaborators 
Robert Plant (Led Zeppelin) 
and (Champaign's own) Allison 
Krauss among headlining per- 
formers Pearl Jam, Kanye West, 
Metallica and Jack Johnson. 
This privilege has been awarded 
to Plant and Krauss in light of 
their joint release titled Raising 
Sand, on which Plant, Krauss 
and producer T. Bone Burnett 
give new life to the American 
roots music from which many 
of today's contemporary staples 
have been shaped. The album's 
first single, Gone, Gone, Gone 
(Done Moved on) maybe an old 
bluegrass number but its pro- 
duction style makes it capable 
of some serious genre crossing. 
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Crossword 
ACROSS 

1 Tranquilizes 
6 Ike's initials 
9 Stop, look and 

look? 
14Circa 
15 "Dallas" 

commodity 
16 Pay tribute to 
17 Feel 
18 One Gabor 
19 Long-tailed 

lizard 
20 Draws forth 
22 Rigid bracelets 
24 Santa_winds 
25 Age-old rumors 
26 Castle defender 
29 Capital on the 

Nile 
31 Freudian 

concerns 

32 Harder to find 
34 Laurel and 

Musial 
36 Most passe 
38 Silver services 
43 Bart Simpson's 

mom 

40 inexpensive 
46 Allergic reaction 
50 Forest 
52 Gymnast Korbut 
53 Beautify 
55 Doctor of 

music? 
57 Swagger 
58 Shrinking 

flowers? 
62 Two-wheelers 
63 Actress West 
65 Journalist 

Shriver 
66 Happening 
67Dropafly, e.g. 
68 Top spots 
69 Takes five 
70 Meat cut 
71 Approaches 

DOWN 
1 Perry Mason 

story 
2 Genesis 
shepherd 

3 Actress 
Anderson 

4 Sweet wine 
5 Pewter mug 

6 Bucks' mates 
7 Fourth of 
MMXVI 

8 Went into detail 
9 Knee-ankle 
connection 

10Two-way switch 
11 Computer type 
12 Cesar or 

George 
13 Expunges 
21 USAF grp. 
23 Without help 
25 Be.the right size 
26 Wife's address 
27 Mare's morsel 
28 Southern 

constellation 
30 Stargazer 
33 "Losing My 

Religion" group 
35 U.S. def. group 
37 Made logs 
39 Sneaker do-up 
40 Slippery fish 
41 Chasing game 
42 Hot tub 
44 Acquired 

Sotutions 

46 Thief 
47 Make it big 
48 Underhanded 

characters 
49 Lack 
51 Star Wars, 

initially 

54 Spars with sails 
56 Kind of candle 
58 Word of action 
59 Ms. Bombeck 
60 Level 
61 Give guff to 
64 'Exodus" hero 
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H For Sate 

FEMALE COCKER SPANIEL: A.K.C. Registered; first shots; veterinary checked; friendly, adorable, Buff col- 
ored. (309) 475-4321. 

H Tutor 

Tutor Needed Immediately: Female returning student seeks tutor for computer classes, particularly Win- 
dows Vista. 1 possibly 2 hours per week. Will pay cash. Currently enrolled in BDC's Medical Insurance 
Billing and Coding course, contact: (217)722-3855 or egirtreeves@yahoo.com 
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BASiC 
RATE 

Ad to read: (please print) 

E-MA!L * FAX * MA!L * DROP !N 
buDmit following information with classified ad. 

Hame_ 

Address__ 

City, State, Zip_ 

Daytime Phone_ 

E-mail (opt.)_ 

# of words _,_ 

Dates to run 

E-MAIL 

prospectusads@parkland.edu 

FAX 

2)7-373-3835 

MAIL/DROP IN 
Parkland Prospectus 
Rtp X155,2400 W. Bradley Ave. 
Champaign, IL 61821 -1899 

DEADLINES 
1. All classified ads must be submitted by 

5 p.m. of the Thursday before desired 
publication 

2. Ads cannot be canceled after the above 
deadline. 

BASIC RATE 
25 words $4.00 
Each additional word is 10%. 

POUCtES 
1. The Prospectus reserves the right to 

revise or reject any advertisement. 
2. Advertisers must verify ads for 

accuracy.The Prospectus is not 
responsible for any errors from the 
advertiser. 

3. In case of an error in a published 
classified the Prospectus will run the 
ad again corrected. 

Any questions can be directed to Kate 
Kaput, Business and Advertising Manager 
for the Prospectus at 217-373-3876. 

Just so you know, safety is 
everyone's business 

if 
cerns 

Again, 
together to 

Campus Safety 

In light of recent events, safety 
is on the minds of a lot of us. We, 
as Parkland Police Officers, take 
safety on this campus very seri- 
ously. We are trained to handle a 
wide variety of emergency sce- 
narios. However, it is important 
to remember that safety is every- 
one's responsibility. We must all be 
vigilant in keeping our campus as 
safe as possible. Always be aware of 
your surroundings. You should know 
where the entrances and exits are 

whether you are on or off campus. Also, 
someone says or does anything that con- 
you, we want to know about it right away, 
safety is everyone's responsibility, so lets work 
keep our campus as safe as humanly possible. 

MO RAMEM 
TOMiGHT! 

Use your noodte and save. 

6 99 MEDiUM 
1TOPP!MG 

99 
LARGE 
1TOPP!MG 

ALL DAY. EVERY DAY. 
Mo coupon required just o student !.D. 

ORDER OMUME\ 
pizzahut.com 

359-SS07 
Dine in * Deiivery 

Carryout 
409 H. Mattie Ave. 

Expires 5/31/08. Valid only at participating locations. Delivery areas and charges may vary. 
Delivery drivers carry no more than $20 cash. Not valid on Stuffed Crust or with any other 
offers. O 2007 Pizza Hut, Inc. 

TRPRV1454_PC 



Heather f&reixMf 

Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 39. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 21. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 44. 

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 33. 

Sunday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 53. 

Sunday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

37. 

Monday: A chance of snow or rain showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high 

near 42. 

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 22. 

Tuesday: Partly sunny, with a high near 34. 

CrimeStoppers seeks assistance 
This week, CrimeStop- 

pers and the Champaign 
Police investigators are 
seeking information 

regarding an arson that 
occurred at a residence 
located at 607 East, 
Beardsley, Champaign,— 
in the early morn- 

ing hours of Thursday, 
February 14. 
The Champaign 

Police investigators — 
are also seeking infor- 
mation regarding an 

armed robbery that 
occurred at the Circle 
K gas station and con- 
venience store, located 
at 1101 North Prospect, 
Champaign. On Friday, 
January 25, at approxi- 

mately 1:41 a.m., a sub- < 

ject entered the Circle K, < 

threatened an employee 
with a knife, and took 
cash from the regis- 
ter. He then fled on foot. < 

The subject is described 

CHAMPAKm COt.*n 

CR!ME 

as a black male in his 

30's, approximately 6' 

tall, 190 pounds, with 
black hair and brown 

eyes. He was wearing 
a dark colored baseball 

cap, a black silk coat 

with a hood, and dark 
jeans. The hood on the 

;oat was pulled tight to 
;over his face. 
If you have any 

nformation about this 

ncident, please call 

MmeStoppers at (217) 
173-TIPS or (217) 373- 
8477. The information 

you provide is con- 

fidential. You do not 
have to give your name 
or appear in court. 

CrimesStoppers 
vill pay a reward if the 
nformation you pro- 
vide leads to an arrest 
'or these crimes. Cash 
ewards are also paid 
for information on other 

felony crimes or fugi- 
:ives in the Champaign 
bounty area. 

Check us out online www.prospectusnews.com 

i t r ( : RB B N V ! LI B (i H B nm t- t AKt t m Nnx t 
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TRANSFER FRtENDLYPOUCtES HH FAST TRANSCRIPT EVALOATtON H! CHRiST-CENTEREOEOUCATtON 

TuADmONAL ACADEMMC PROGRAMS 

^ Over 50 programs of study tike: 
H) Contemporary Christian Music 
Hi Music Business 

M Communication (PR, Mass Communication, Speech, Theatre) 
<H Media Promotions 

Hi Biotogy (over 90% admittance to Medicai Schooi) 
M Teacher Education (rated a "Mode!" program by )L State Board of Education) 

M Oigitai Media (Art, Audio Recording, iS. internet, Video and Piim) 

Supportive residentiat environment with 
on-campus housing avaitabte 

^ Located in Greenvitte, tttinois: an easy drive 
from Champaign-Urbana 

Transfer Admissions Counsetor: 

CALL 800.345.4440 

admissions@greenviiie.edu 

AOULT DEGWEE-COMPLETION 
PMDQUAM 

^ You'll attend class just once a 
week for 18 months 

*- C!asses meet on the 
Parkland campus 

*- Designed for Adults with 
at least 3 years of work 

experience 

_ 

^ CA^U 8B8.au 8L46%S . 

^ 

(JltEENVH.LE (JdEiHHE HAS A Oi STUE^Y H) HI NEEDS. 

WWW.t,Kit!NV!}th..t'.t3t 



Baseball 

Softball 

M. Basketball 

W. Basketball 

Golf 

M. Soccer 

W. Soccer 

Volleyball 

Starts 2/29 
Starts 3/2 
10-16,7-5 

20 - 7,9 - 2 

Starts 3/17 
9-9-1,4-4 

8-9-1,4-4 -1 

39-13 (7-0) 

r 
Cobras Start at #10 in quest of titie 

^ <r/o^r /ooA' C%/<?6 Tfzzzg* 
By MICHAEL LAIRD 

Sports Wr/ter 

The Parkland college 
baseball team was ranked at 
No. 10 on this year's pre-sea- 
son polls that were released 
recently. 

Q: What is driving Park- 
land to do well this year? 

A: The chance at playing 
for a shot at the national title, 
which the Cobras have not 
seen since 2005 where they 
finished second. Despite los- 
ing out at the Region 24 tour- 
nament in dismal form last 
year, the Cobras are willing 
to make amends for the dis- 
appointing performance that 
haunted them eight months 
ago. 
Headed by coach Mitch 

Rosenthal and pitching 
coach D.J. Throneburg, the 
Cobras have shown prom- 
ising signs of the year to 
come throughout their win- 
ter workouts. They have 
put together a solid pitch- 
ing staff and having several 
heavy-hitting bats that grace 
the length of the lineup. 
Recently the Cobras have 

had two players named 
Pre-season All Americans: 
Brooks Martin, who had an 
amazing freshman year, 
looks to head the pitching 
staff, while outfielder Caleb 
King was also on people's 
minds when he got elected. 
Parkland kicks their sea- 

son off February 29, when 
they travel to Oklahoma to 

face top opponents in North- 
ern Oklahoma and Redlands 
Community College. If they 
think that weekend will 
be difficult for them, they 
then travel the next week- 
end to Lees Summit, Mis- 
souri where they will take 
on last year's Division II 
NJCAA National Champions 
Longview Community Col- 
lege, before starting a tough 
conference season in April. 
As stated before Caleb 

King was elected a Pre-sea- 
son All American and looks 
to have another solid sea- 
son . 

Name: Caleb David King 
Year: Sophomore 
GPA:3.9 

Major: Biology 
Age: 20 
Hometown: Mahomet, IL 
High School: Mahomet-Sey- 
mour H.S 

Family: Dave, Theresa and 
Caitlyn 
Position: Center Field 
interests: Anything Illini 

(Basketball, Football, Base- 
ball, Hockey—you name it 
he likes it), Fishing, Camp- 
ing, and hanging out with his 
close friends. 
Hobbies: Baseball and sports 
in general. 
Job: Works in the Physical 
Plant at Parkland College. 

2007 STATS: 

Batting Average: .390 
Hits: 71 
Home Runs: 4 
RBIs:44 
Runs Scored: 65 

Think Pink with Breast Cancer 
a Initiative to raise awareness 
H Women tall to Lewis and Clark 

By ER!K PHEtFER 

Contr/6at/ng Wr/ter 

Top-ranked Lewis and Clark 
Community College used a dom- 
inating rebounding effort and a 
pesky defense to down the 10th- 
ranked Parkland College wom- 
en's basketball team 67-54 over 
the weekend in a game that was 
affiliated with the "Think Pink" 
initiative to raise awareness 

about breast cancer. 
As part of the "Think Pink" 

initiative, the Parkland Athletic 
Department sold shirts for $10 
with half of the proceeds going 
to the local breast cancer clinic. 
Anybody that purchased one of 
the shirts or wore a pink shirt 
gained free admission to the 
game. 
"Think Pink" was devel- 

oped iast year by the Women's 
Basketball Coaches Associa- 
tion (WBCA), and its mission 
is to create "a unified effort to 
assist in raising breast cancer 
awareness on the court, across 
campuses, in communities and 
beyond." 

In total, over 900 teams partic- 
ipated in the movement all over 
the country from Feb. 8-17. 
The Trailblazers Kenyan tan- 

dem of Rose Ouma and Gladys 
Wanyama helped to out-rebound 
the Lady Cobras—especially on 
the offensive glass—by a signif- 
icant margin and created many 
easy buckets by forcing fre- 
quent Parkland turnovers. 
"We played decent defense 

but didn't finish the possession," 
said Parkland head coach Kar- 
rie Redeker. She added that sec- 
ond chance points and points off 
of turnovers were the differ- 
ence in the game. 
The win essentially wraps up 

the Mid-West Athletic Confer- 
ence (M-WAC) title for Lewis 
and Clark and will undoubtedly 
help them capture the top seed 
in the Region 24 tournament, 
which tips off March 3. The 
tournament, which includes 
Parkland, will send its winner to 
the NJCAA Division II National 
Tournament in mid-March. 
The loss was the first for the 

Lady Cobras in their last 12 

games. Coincidentally, that loss 
also came against Lewis and 
Clark by a score of 75-63 back 
on Jan. 7. The Trailblazers cur- 
rently lay claim to a 13 game 
winning streak. 
Parkland started off jittery 

leading to a quick 9-2 deficit, 
which forced Redeker to call an 
early timeout to calm her play- 

The Lady Cobras fought back 
to within two points at 19-17 
with 6:18 left to play in the half. 
However, a methodical 15-7 run 
to close the half gave the Trail- 
blazers a 10-point advantage 
heading into the break. 
The lead would be trimmed to 

six points on two different occa- 
sions to start the second half 
before a seven point spurt for 
Lewis and Clark saw the lead 
double to 14 at 50-36. 

Lewis and Clark held their 
double-digit lead until the final 
two minutes when the Lady 
Cobras rallied to cut the deficit 
to 60-54 at the 1:24 mark. But the 

rally would stop there as Park- 
land was held scoreless there- 
after thanks in part to missed 
shots and untimely turnovers, 
something which plagued them 
the whole game. 

St. Joseph native Ashley 
Runck led the way in the los- 
ing effort for the Lady Cobras 
with 17 points. Ashley Lillard 
and Jara Bachtold each scored 
in double figures with 12 and 10, 
respectively. 

lhe other scorers for Park- 
land were Jessi Beachey and 
Heidi McKean with six each and 
Amanda VanEtta with three. 
The Lady Cobras will travel 

to play Danville Feb. 20 before 
returning to their home court 
for the final time during the reg- 
ular season on Feb. 23 against 
Lincoln. 

close out their reg- 
at Spoon River on 

postseason play 
g at home on 

win in that game 
would see Parkland advance to 
the region final four on March 8 
and 9 where the possibility of a 
rematch with Lewis and Clark 
iooms if both can avoid potential 
road blocks. One of these poten- 
tial road blocks that lies ahead 
could be No. 11 ranked Illinois 
Central College. 
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