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The Prospectus is a student pub-
lication, and is published week-
ly during the Fall and Spring
semesters, intermittently in
summer. To contact the Parkland
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‘Phone: 217-351-2216, fax: 217-
373-3835, e-mall; prospectus@
parkland.edu,
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Room X-155, 2400 W. Bradiey
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The Prospectus reserves the
right to refuse any advertis-
ing. Publication of advertising
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accuracy.

« The Prospectus deadiine for
all advertising is 5 pa. of the
Wednesday  immediately
before the upcoming edition.

Letters and Editorial Policy

« Views expressed are opin-
lons of staff and contribu-
tors and not necessarily that
of the Prospectus or Parkland
College.

» The Prospectus welcomes let-
ters to the editor, We accept
submissions from the Parkland
community and the public.
The editor will also consider
original works of fiction and
short writings if space Is avail-
able.

+ The rules of comespondence:
all submissions must be
signed with a phone number
and address. The Prospectus
staff must verify the identity of
letter writers. Correspondence
may be edited to accommo-
date the space requirements
of the paper. The deadline
for all submissions is 12 pm.
of the Thursday Immediately
before the upcoming issue.
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Chuck Shepherd’s
News of the Weird

CORRECTION: Two weeks
ago, News of the Weird men-
tioned a story from the Ocala
(Fla.) Star-Banner that accused
school board candidate Ber-
nard LeCorn of not having col-
lege degrees from the institu-
tions he claimed. Subsequently,
the Star-Banner corrected its
story. LeCorn does have the
degrees he claims. The error
was made by school personnel
who initially responded inac-
curately to the Star-Banner
reporter.

LEAD STORY

Developing Democracies:
Candidates for local office in
Brazil can either register under
their own names or make them
up, and in the October elec-
tion this year, three candidates
chose “Barack Obama” (none
won), and others registered
under “Bill Clinton,” “Jorge
Bushi” and “Chico Bin Laden,”
but more than 200 offered
themselves under the name
of the country’s popular presi-
dent, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
And in July, when the govern-
ment of India tried to push
its historic nuclear pact with
the United States through the
parliament, it found six more
votes among elected mem-
bers who were serving prison
sentences, and ordered them
released so they could vote for
the bill. (Nearly one-fourth of
the S540-member parliament
have criminal charges pending
against them.)

News That Sounds Like a Joke

(1) Britain’s Bristol City
Council warned residents in
government housing in Sep-
tember to always leave their
sheds unlocked. Otherwise,
thieves would have to break
the doors down to get inside,
and taxpayers would be stuck
with the repair bills. (2) Atlanta
Pentecostal preacher Thomas
Meeks told the Journal-Consti-
tutionin October that he was “in
talks” to create a “Survivor’-
type TV reality show in which
the twice-divorced evange-
list navigates a field of single
women and selects a winner.
“Holy Hook Up: Who Will Be
the Next Mrs. Weeks?” will, he
said, be a “very tasteful, five-
star presentation.”

Great Art!

¢Chilean-DanishartistMarco
Evaristti is working with con-
demned Texas inmate Gene
Hathorn, 47 (convicted killer
of three in 1985), on an anti-
capital-punishment exhibit to
be staged after Hathorn's exe-
cution. The murderer’s body
would be frozen, then made
into flakes that museum vis-
itors could feed to goldfish.
Evaristti is most noted for his
2000 exhibit in which he placed
live goldfish in several electric
blenders and invited museum-
goers to turn them on.

*An unfortunate burst of
wind disrupted an outside art
installation at the Paul Klee
center in Bern, Switzerland, in
August, ripping an inflatable

CAPSTONE QUARTER

exhibit from its moorings and
carrying it away. The exhibit,
by American Paul McCarthy,
was a sculpture entitled “Com-
plex Shit,” and the inflatable
item was supposed to be a dog
dropping the size of a house.
Explained the Klee center’s
Web site (challengingly), the
show features ‘“interweav-
ing, diverse, not to say con-
flictive emphases and a broad
spectrum of items to form a
dynamic exchange of parallel
and self-eclipsing spatial and
temporal zones.” (Or, wrote
London’s Daily Telegraph in
broken French, it is “what hap-
pens when la merde hits le ven-
tilateur.”)

eSculptor Marc  Quinn
unveiled “Siren” in October at
the British Museum, feting the

model Kate Moss, who posed.

for him, though not quite in the
position Quinn ultimately cre-
ated. “Siren” is life-size, in 18k
gold (that cost Quinn around $2
million), and treats the gaud-
iness of the so-called super-
model. As such, Moss is posed
seated, holding her legs behind
her head. (Some, but not all,
news outlets chose to show
“Siren” modestly, from the side
rather than the front.)

Men Whose Sex Lives Are
Worse Than Yours

(1) Police in Fort Myers, Fla.,
said Jonathon Guabello, 29, who
was angry that his girlfriend
had denied him sex when they
came home from a bar in Octo-
ber, left the room, shot him-
self twice in the arm, fell, and
hit his head on a kitchen appli-
ance, knocking himself out. (2)
In Anderson Township, Ohio, in
July, another frustrated lover,
angry that his girlfriend kept
falling asleep one night dur-
ing sex, retaliated, according
to police, by attempting to set
fire to her van. (The 46-year-
old man who couldn’t sustain
his lover’s interest is Gregory
Smallwood.)

Dignified Death

*From the self-composed
obituary in the Casper (Wyo.)
Star Tribune of James Wil-
liam “Jim” Adams, who died
September 9th: “Jim, who had
tired of reading obituaries not-
ing other’s [sic] courageous
battles with this or that dis-
ease, wanted it known that he
had lost his battle ... primar-
ily as a result of ... not follow-
ing doctor’s orders. ... He was
sadly deprived of his final wish,
which was to be run over by a
beer truck on the way to the
liquor store to buy booze for a
date.”

Visit Chuck Shepherd daily at
http//NewsoftheWeird.blog-
spot.com or www.Newsofthe-
Weird.com. Send your Weird
News to WeirdNewsTips@
yahoo.com or PO, Box 18737,
Tampa, FL 33679.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CHUCK
SHEPHERD
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Web design conference
teaches life lessons

By JONAS DEES
Tech Columnist

At one time
in a person’s
career they
may get asked
to attend a conference related
to their chosen profession—I
had the honor of making An
Event Apart my first. An Event
Apart is a Web design confer-
ence that brought talent — on
and off the presenting stage
-~ to Chicago for a two-day
event. The presenters touched
upon Web standards, typogra-
phy, and project goal setting
... pretty boring stuff for the
uninitiated, but how these top-
ics were presented was what
really brought the informa-
tion to life. They transcended
boundaries, which I why I'm
sharing this with you.

One presenter compared
a non-moving Web site to the
pages of a comic book and
touched upon the idea that just
because something isn't mov-
ing doesn't mean it can’t have
tension and conflict and the
ability to give the user a sense
of pacing. The concepts that
work in chess, thinking ahead
and acting with a purpose was
alsoused. Thesetechniquesand
styles were used to describe
and define Web design, but the
ideas in the presentations could
be applied to multiple fields
and even life itself. These are
the types of presentations that
make people return year after
year.

One notion that was repeat-
edly stressed by the speak-
ers was to never stop learn-
ing. Web design in particular is
a pretty young field and some
of the top people don’t have a
degree in Web design or even
computer sciences. They
had to learn everything they
know outside of the class-
room. This was out of neces-
sity because there weren't
any classes being taught on
the subject up until the late
90s. Even with classes being
offered on most college cam-
puses relating to Web design,
the concept of continuing edu-
cation outside of the classroom
hasn't changed. In order to be
at the top in web design, or any
other profession for that mat-
ter, you will need to constantly
be improving your skill set and
making yourself more market-
able and more bankable to your
current employer or to poten-
tial employers. The days of a
person working for the same
company for 30 years is over,
and people constantly look for
opportunities for advancement
in their jobs. The one way to
separate yourself from every-
one else is to keep learning and
keep improving—not only does
this make you better suited for
a position but it shows your
potential employer that you
want to improve yourself and
will continue to do so if hired.

Never underestimate the
wonders of communication.
Whether it is Web design or

management or accounting,
the ability to communicate
and interact with people will
always remain. Jeffrey Zeld-
man, founder of An Event
Apart, said that what a Web
designer needs most is empa-
thy. The ability to empathize
will be the difference between
a person who gains a client or
loses a client. Professionals
must be able to put themselves
in the other person’s shoes—to
see through other’s eyes in
order to solve a problem.

When presented with a task
always ask, “Why?" before
anything starts

“Why are we making a Web
site?” “Why are we filing these
reports?” This type of behavior
will allow someone to taking a
c¢ritical look at the reasoning
behind most tasks. If a Web site
doesn’t have a purpose, should
it even exist? Of course not.
If a report is filed simply for
the purpose of being filed, that
report may be a waste of time.
This type of internal communi-
cation can save your company,
or yourself, time and money
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ees were even lucky enough to
catch the ear of a speaker for
more than a brief minute. While
a fifteen minute conversation
isn’t much it may be all a per-
son needs to make a valuable
contact for life. This is an idea
that this conference indirectly
preached, make use of your
time and the time of others.
Take all of the chances you are
presented with because it may
be a long time, if ever, before
they come around again.

A conference such as An
Event Apart was really a great
experience. No revolution was
necessary, just good topics that
crossed all boundaries and into
the personal life. Good plan-
ning and knowledgeable peo-
ple should achieve as much,
but what really made this event
stand apart from the rest was
the passion and excitement
that all the participants demon-
strated. This is the way a con-
ference should be, intelligent
people talking about doing the
work they love in such a way
that motivates the people in
attendance to go home and do

Web guru Eric Meyer, framed by the Chicago skyline, takes
time to talk to guests during the Web design conference

“An Event Apart.”

~ which will make someone very

happy.

Every single job or posi-
tion I have ever held has been
because I knew somebody.
This conference was all about
the ability to meet and interact
with the people at the top of
Web design professions. The
speakers were not shuffled
back stage only to emerge and
present their topic, then disap-
pear—never to be seen again.
Most speakers were actu-
ally in attendance for most of
the other seminars as a sign
of respect for those speak-
ing and for the ability to learn
something new. Some attend-

GATED COMMUNITY

FREE PARKING

2 POOLS, LAUNDRY

FROM $460

STUDENT DISCOUNTS AS WELL

ARE YOU KIDDING ME??
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359-5330

Photo by Aaron Geiger

the best work they can.

Fall back

Daylight-saving time ends

at 2 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 2.
Remember to set your clocks
back one hour before going

Including
Face Tanners

Good for
Super Beds,
Advance Beds
& Booths

_ The
Ultimate

TAN

1909 W. Springfield, Champaign
Next to Blockbuster® Video

*Minimum of 15
Coupon Expires 12/31/08




Haunted Decatur and Millikin University

II " By PATRICK WOOD
mdl Prospectus Staff Writer

When this time of yvear rolls
around, we begin to see the
telltale signs of Halloween in
all of its forms. The outland-
ish decorations, the bulk candy
that goes on sale everywhere,
and let’s not forget all of the
haunted houses. You know the
ones with the rubber monster
masks and the fake cobwebs,
with the universal “haunted
house sounds” CD playing
somewhere in the background.
However, here is something
to take into account this year:
There are real haunted places
in our very own central Illinois
backyard. Even more surpris-
ing than this is how near they
really are.

Starting out close to home,
rumors have circulated about
strange paranprmal activity
at the Church Street YMCA in
Champaign. Odd sensations,
including temperature fluctua-
tions, and the feeling of being
watched have been reported,
as well as objects being moved
on their own, lights turning off
and on, and doors on the third
floor opening and closing with-
out any natural aid.

The University of Illinois
also has a ghost that is said
to haunt the English build-
ing. Supposedly, the building
used to be a girls’ dormitory
in which a young woman took
her own life for unknown rea-
sons. Some believe the girl’s
spirit still remains moted to

the building.
Tales of hauntings and
strange, unexplainable hap-

penings litter the map. From
small towns like Tolono, Ash-
more, Marshall, Sidney and
Oakland, to larger communi-

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL

IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA

AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

ties such as Champaign-Ur-
bana, Mattoon, Charleston and
Danville—there is no lack of
strange events, sightings, and
experiences linked to ghosts
and creepy creatures.

There are a multitude of
haunts and dwellings of the
supernatural within driving
distance, but there is one place
where there is an unusual
amount of creepy activities—
Millikin University.

Located in Decatur, Illinois,
Millikin supposedly holds the
title as the most haunted uni-
versity in the state. Albert Tay-
lor Theater, Aston and Black-
burn Halls, The Alumni House,
the Tri-Delta sorority, and the
Kappa Sigma fraternity are all
suspected to be haunted.

Jaron Lancaster and his
girlfriend Kate Conboy, both
juniors at Millikin University,
were waiting for us when we
got there. They gladly agreed
to give Prospectus News a tour
of their campus.

Our first stop was the the-
ater.

The ghost that haunts Albert
Taylor Theater is well known
to most of the actors and stage-
hands. Dubbed “rail girl”
because of her frequent sight-
ings near the rail in the upper
sections, she is blamed for bro-
ken props and lighting and
sound equipment malfunc-
tions. To make sure that perfor-
mances go well, students leave
candy for her before shows.
Josh Wroblewski, a sophomore
and the new Technical Direc-
tor for the theater says that
although he has never person-
ally experienced anything,
he has spoken to many who
have felt or seen something
strange.

“Some of the custodial staff

has shared with me that some-
times while on break, they will
look up and see a girl in the
theater and then blink and she
will be gone. They have also
told me that certain security
guards will not go into the the-
ater,” Wroblewski said.

“lamthenewTechnicalDirec-
tor of this space, which means
that I have tobeintherealone at
times. When it is night and I
am alone, there is an eerie feel-
ing that I have. I don't know if I
believe in ‘Rail Girl’ or not, but
I don’t (want) to anger herif she
does haunt the space. I always
make sure there is candy out
for her and sometimes I try to
talk to her a little bit. Call me
crazy, but I say it can't hurt,”
he added.

According to Josh, ‘“Rail
Girl’s” favorite candy is M&Ms,
which sometimes inexplicably
disappears.

The next location on our
list was Aston Hall. Millikin
archives state that on January
31, 1927, twenty-year-old fresh-
man Bernice Richardson com-
mitted suicide here by drinking
carbolic acid. Her friends said
that the combination of flunk-
ing several classes, having to
face her family, and not being
able to go to the first rushing
party of the year drove her to
take her own life.

“As far as I know, the resi-
dent killed herself on the third
floor years ago. Ever since then
there haven’t been residents on
the third floor of Aston,” Con-
boy said.

It seems that Bernice Rich-
ardson may not have left
Aston Hall. For years there
have been reports of .third
floor lights turning on and off,
and items on other floors dis-
appearing and reappearing at

random. Loud knocking noises
have also been heard, and for a
short time, the third floor was
supposedly closed off because
of the strange occurrences.

Millikin’s old gym, now con-
verted to a dance studio and
weight room, was also on our
list. Archival records in con-
junction with Millikin’s news-
paper, the Decaturian, report
that on March 28, 1942, Clar-
ence 0. Foster - the gym’s cus-
todian for almost a decade -
died suddenly at the age of
64. This may account for the
sounds that come from the
upper floor where the indoor
track was once located. Now
sealed off, the second floor is
the epicenter of the sound of
cheering and applause and the
running footsteps. Aecording
to people that knew C.0. Fos-
ter, he was a “truly loyal Mil-
likinite”. There is speculation
that he may be staying loyal to
the school by attending sport-
ing events long since passed'in
the old gymnasium.

Several Greek houses are
also said to be haunted. The
Alumni House, formerly the
Zeta Tau Alpha fraternity has
aresident ghost named Louise,
Louise had been a maid at the
house before it had become a
university: building. After her
death, sounds of the front door
opening and footsteps moving
across the floor could be heard
frequently, eventhoughnobody
was there, The feeling of some-
one brushing by students walk-
ing up or down the stairs has
also been felt. Eventually a
foyer, “Louise's Lounge,” was
named after the ghost.

The Delta-Kappa house is
haunted by a spirit of a student
named Nathan, who committed
suicide.
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The Tri-Delta sorority is
haunted by “faded girl”—a
ghost that usually appears as
a faded andfor transparent
young woman in early settler-
style clothing. Barely audible
whispers and unexplained cold
patches are some of the phe-
nomena people have experi-
enced.

Although Millikin University
is a hotspot for ghosts and para-
normal activity, the same can
be said about the entire city of
Decatur. The Avon and Lincoln
theaters are places of unex-
plained happenings that. are
believed to be ghost related.

There is also Greenwood
Cemetery.

Greenwood Cemetervy was
established in 1857, but there
had been burials there since
the early 1820s and possibly
before that. Over the vears
there have been reports of
ghost lights, glowing mists,
civil war apparitions, and the
notorious Greenwood Bride,
The southern end of the cem-
etery is told to be the location
of two unmarked mass graves.
One grave belongs to a group
of Native Americans that was
murdered by a group of boot-

leggers. The other is of dead
Confederate soldiers.

“Obviously the story gets
jumbled over the years, but it
was said that a train was car-
rying Confederate soldiers
to Chicago and that the ones
that were dead had been bur
ied in the southern end of the
cemetery. Some of the soldiers
weren't dead though, they just
looked it. They got buried alive.
So that may be why people see
them,” said Greenwood Cem-
etery Super Attendant Mike
Hershfelt.

There are also stories of a
phantom called the Greenwood
Bride, a young woman who. is
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8" SUB SANDWICHES

Al of my tasty sub sandwiches are 2 full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese | can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolene cheese
garnished with lettuce, tamate, and mayo.

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare cheice reast heef, topped with
yummy maya, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Fresh sliced turkey hreast, topped with lettuce,
tomata, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO®

The eriginal Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty ltalian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN &

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocadn spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not
for vegetarians anly ............ peace dude!)

J.J.B.LT®

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama’s BLT)

Since ll 1983

cVORLD 5 GREBTBS
SourmEy sannwlC“

Corperate Headquarters Champaign, IL

PLAIN SLIMS®

Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

SLIM 1 Ham & cheese

SLIM 2 Roast Beef

SLIM 3 Tunasalad

SLIM 4 Turkey breast

SLIM 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
SLIM & Double provoione

Low Carh Lettuce Wrap

YYTUNWICHN

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread,

JIMMY TO GO°
CATERING

BOX LUNCHES. PLATTERS. PARTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include 2 defivery
charge of 25¢ per item (+/-10¢).

** JIMMYJOHNS.COM * +

OK, SO MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND
WE'RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE
A LITTLE BETTER, THATS ALL! | WANTED TO
CALL IT JIMMY JOHNS TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET.
SHE THINKS WHATEVER | DO IS GOURMET, BUT
| DON'T THINK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT
MEANS. SO LET'S STICK WITH TASTY!

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES

My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread o my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB

A full 174 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provelone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beel, smoked ham, provolene cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomate, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUR®

Real genoa salami, ltalian capicola, smoked ham,

and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette,
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beel, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomate, and maya!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB® ®

Fresh haked turkey breast, provelone cheese. avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
maye! (It's the real deal, and it ain’t even California,)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®

Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, wrkey breast, lettuce, tomate, & mayo.

- ination ...

seen weeping in a wedding
gown. In the past the cemetery
had been opened to haunted
Decatur tours, however this
yedr it will not.

“We felt that that it wasn't
quite right that money was
being made off of the ceme-
tery. It seemed like it (the cem-
etery) was being exploited.
This year it will stay closed,”
Hershfelt said

On a dark, cold, drizzly night,
one cannot help but to feel a
touch of dread even if noth-
ing can be physically seen.
Remember: this Halloween, if
you see something out of the
corner of your eve, hear a faint
sound, or feel an ominous pres-
ence, it may not be your imag-

[Sean Hermann contributetd
to this report]
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AuntieAnne’s
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READY TO ROLL?

Do you want to be the best at your
job? Roll with us and 'you'll join a
respectable team that has fun while
getting the job done.

An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. hut
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more, Fresh housemade tuna salad, provalone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULY®

Fresh sliced tarkey breast. bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™

Real applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo, what could be better!

Soda Pop $1.39/81.59
Giant chocolate chip or catmeal raisin cookie ... $1.50
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle. ... $0.99
Extra load of meat

GARGANTUAN®

This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of gensa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast heef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR:

Crew Members.. 3 Student
Positions Available

* % *. * ¥ *

Hot Peppers

FREEBIES (svss ¢ cuuss oy

Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijori mustard, oil & vinegar, and ofegano.

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

FREE FOOD -
AND A PAYCHECK TOO
Flexible Schedule

Market Place Mall.. Bergner’'s Wing

43 E. GREEN ST. 807 S.LINCOLN AVE. 1511 N. PROSPECT AVE. 1811 W. KIRBY AVE. IINI.Y)
344.6200 328.3100 359.6700 359.9100 344 4443

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®

@1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008 JIMMY JONN'S FRANCHISE, LLE ALL RIGRTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.

Ready to roll? Apply In Person.
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With college grads earning less and tuition
rising, it pays to weigh debt against earnings

By MEGAN TWOHEY
(MCT)

Stevens
buyer's

CHICAGO—Kelly
is suffering from
remorse.

The 29-year-old from Fargo,
N.D.,tookout morethan$60,000
in loans to pay for a bache-
lor’s degree in fashion mar-
keting from the Illinois Insti-
tute of Art. She was convinced
it would allow her to open her
own store or work for a major
fashion company—basically, to
make more money.

But nearly a year after grad-
uating, she is waiting tables at
a comedy club. Every week,
she gets rejected from half
a dozen marketing jobs. She
can no longer make payments
on some of her loans. She can
barely scrape by.

“I can't open my own store
in this economy,” Stevens said.
“Marketing jobs are among
those that have been hardest
hit. Sometimes it feels like I
should never have gotten that
degree.”

Money is only one of the rea-
sons to go to college, of course.
But with college costs skyrock-
eting and the economy wors-
ening, the question of whether
higher education is a worthy
financial investment is no lon-

ger a no-brainer.
For decades, the earnings

almost guaranteed to be a lot
better off.

elor's degree earned 90 percent
more than high school gradu-

Kelly Stevens is working as a waitress in a comedy club in Chicago,-lllinois, where she
is shown on October 9, 2008, to make ends meet. A year after getting her bachelor's
degree in fashion marketing she is finding the current economy makes it difficult to
get a marketing job or open her own shop as she had dreamed.

gap between college gradu-
ates and high school graduates
grew and grew. Get a bach-
elor’s degree, and you were

Amazihg 2000 sq. ft. indoor
basketball & sport court

But the gap in income has
started to shrink in recent
years. U.S. Census data show
that in 2007 people with a bach-

Abel Uribe/ Chicago Tribune (MCT)

ates, down from a 96 percent
gap seven years earlier. Mean-
while, more students are tak-
ing on debt. The debt levels

are growing. And some grad-
uates are unable to land jobs
that allow them to pay back
their loans.

Most experts insist
going to college is generally
worth it. College graduates
still earn substantially more
than high school graduates on
average: $59,365 annually com-
pared with $33.609.

But they caution that some
college choices are no longer a
wise investment. Students des-
tined for low-paying careers,
they say, simply cannot man-
age certain debt levels. Loans
can surpass $100,000 depend-
ing on the school and the bor-
rower.

“If you're going to be a nurs-
ery school teacher your whole
life, you should not be taking
out a lot of loans,” said Sandy
Baum, senior policy analyst for
the College Board and an eco-
nomics professor at Skidmore
College. “That's the problem.
It’s an investment people make
without knowing how they will
pay it off.”

People in business jobs can
manage $46,000, according to

that

calculations the Chicago Tri--

bune made with a formula cre-
ated by Baum. So for Stevens,
paying back nearly $65,000 in
loans was almost certaintobea

struggle. Now that she is stuck
in a low-paying service job, it's
become impossible.

Meanwhile, about one-third
of college students drop out—
dashing any return on their
investment.

Does attending an elite col-
lege make a difference? The
answer is unclear, While some
researchers have found that
graduates of top schools earn
more on average than those
from less prestigious institu-
tions, others have found no dif-
ference.

Debbie Quinn, director of
guidance at West Aurora High
School, said she doesn’t dis-
suade students from going to
college because of the cost.
But she encourages them to
think about their career path
and potential earnings.’

Recognizing that the cost of
college could steer students
away from important but low-
paying professions, Congress
passed - legislation last year
that will gradually cut inter-
est rates on certain govern-
ment loans, allow borrowers to
make smaller loan payments if
they are earning less, and for-
give the loans of students who
serve in public-service careers

See E Earnings on page_:.r;
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College hopefuls Pet Care and Maintenance 101:
take to sabotaging m Tips for the furball’s health and your sanity
fellow applicants

By JODI S. COHEN
(MCT)

CHICAGO—In the competi-
tion to get into the most selec-
tive colleges, some students
and their parents are resort-
ing to a tasteless tactic: bash-
ing other applicants.

The letters, mailed to col-
lege admissions offices, typ-
ically arrive without a sig-
nature. They say that rival
applicants cheated on exams
or got suspended for under-
age drinking. Sometimes, they
include an unflattering news-
paper clipping or a sly sugges-
tion to check out pictures on a
student’s Facebook page.

At Northwestern Univer-
sity, one letter was written in
crayon,

“l guess they thought we

couldn't trace it if it were in
crayon,” said Christopher
Watson, Northwestern’s dean
of undergraduate admission.
“The grammar was too good to
be a little kid. ... We see every-
thing. Nothing shocks us any-
more,”

This year's high school
seniors should plan for another
yvear of fierce competition to
get into the most elite colleges
and universities. The num-
ber of high school graduates
is expected to peak at about
3.3 million this year, with more
of them choosing to attend col-
lege.

And if a recent discussion
on a listserv for college admis-
sions professionals and high
school counselors is any indica-
tion, the competition could lead
to some shocking behavior.

The e-mail exchange began
with a simple query: “I just
heard a horrific story from one
of my students, and I wanted to
see if there is any validity in it,”
Sue Moller, a high school guid-
ance counselor on Long Island,
New York, posted on amessage
board for the National Associ-
ation for College Admission
Counseling. She wrote that a
student told her that parents
were writing letters about the
“bad” conduct of other stu-
dents “to help the chances of
their student gaining admis-
sion.”

She asked whether any of the
college officials had received
such letters. She wasn'’t expect-
ing much of a response, but got
more than a dozen replies.

“This is a lot deeper than I
thought it was when I posted
this silly question. You should
have seen me running around
the office saying, ‘You won't
believe this one,”™ Moller said.
“I can't believe how wide-
spread it is.”

College admissions officials
said they donot track howmany
of these letters, calls or e-mails
they receive, and said they are
unsure whether they're getting
more of them. But with com-
petition fiercer than ever, and
technology making it easier to
communicate, several experts
said they wouldn't be surprised
to see more of this behavior.

Think fast -

think FedEx.

“If it is more competitive
than before, then perhaps more
of it is going on,” said Bill Fitz-
simmons, Harvard's admis-
sions dean. “People are willing
to lie in order to do better in
what they consider to be a dif-
ficult competition.”

Fueling the behavior, in part,
may be the perception that the
competition is toughest among
applicants from the same high
school, perhaps leading some
families to target classmates.

“People think if they disad-
vantage one student, it may
advantage theirs,” said Stacey
Kostell, director of undergrad-
uate admissions at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. She said the
university has received anon-
ymously sent newspaper arti-
cles about applicants’ criminal
activities.

Fitzsimmons and several
other officials said anony-
mous allegations typically get
thrown in the trash. If the let-
ters include specific allega-
tions or a newspaper article
detailing criminal activity, offi-
cials might follow-up with a
call to the applicants or their
high schools.

Ted O'Neill, University
of Chicago’s dean of admis-
sions, said the university only
occasionally receives a letter
intended to sandbag another
applicant. One letter pointed
out that a student had lied
about being president of the
senior class.

O’Neill said he has followed
up on signed letters, but disre-
gards the anonymous ones,

But Dan Saracino, Univer-
sity of Notre Dame's director
of admissions, said he'll investi-
gate allegations even if they're
provided anonymously.

“If the person is saying some-
thing that might have some
credence, you don't want to dis-
miss it,” he said. “We will con-
tact the student who is being
maligned and ask them if they
care to respond.”

Gloria Mueller, the col-
lege counseling coordinator at
Glenbrook South High School,
said it's the school’s policy to
verify only students’ academic
records, not disciplinary infor-
mation. She described anony-
mous letter-writing campaigns
as “absolutely, totally sleazy.”

Mabel Freeman said Ohio
State University has received
letters from disgruntled fam-
ilies after their children were
denied admission but other stu-
dents from their high school
were admitted.

Freeman, the assistant vice
president of undergraduate
admissions, said it's unfortu-
nate that the efforts are pri-
marily orchestrated by adults.

“It is one more indication of
the high anxiety that seems to
be out there, the inability of
some families to deal with a
rejection,” Freeman said.

(c) 2008, Chicago Tribune.
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For many of us, life would not
be the same without our four-
legged friends. But despite our
fondness of these furry addi-
tions to our lives, sometimes
taking care of them is a chal-
lenge. Students in particular
have a lot less time with their
pets, and can be not as informed
on animal care and health. Dr.
Amy MacNeil, assistant profes-
sor of Clinical Pathology at the
University of Illinois School of
Veterinary Medicine, has some
suggestions for you to improve
and maintain the quality of life
for your pet.

Your pet’s diet, which is very
important, is often the most
overlooked requirement of
your furry friend’s life. Obvi-
ously a healthy diet is neces-
sary, but you can't get the feed-
back from an animal that you
would from a person. First
off and most important is to
always have clean fresh water
available and check it several
times a day. Use durable feed-
ing bowls with no sharp edges,
and ones that can't be tipped
over. Fresh water is no good
if its spilled the moment vou
walk out the door. As for solid
food, stick with major brands.
Some of the cheaper-discount
brands might advertise com-
plete nutrition, but much of
the food is not easily digest-
ible and many of the nutrients
never reach the blood stream.
With better digestible food
your pet will actually need less
of it, and will save you money
in the long term. Another ben-
efit of serving digestible food is
less bowel movements, which
means fewer trips outside or
fewer changes of the litter box,
and possibly fewer messes on
the floor! Extra additives like
garlic or other holistic feed-
ing approaches should be used
with caution, and if you do,
remember that dogs can han-
dle such diet addmve‘; better
than cats.

Even though pets love
raw meat, it is never a good
idea. Worms and parasites in
uncooked meats are always a
possibility, but the real issue is
the presence of bacteria, and it
affects them much in the same
way as it does with humans.
People often ask about feed-
ing their pet table scraps. Veg-
etables are okay, but bacon,
even if its cooked, is bad. This
is because pork in general is
too rich for their digestion and
usually tends to cause stomach
upset. In addition, feeding vour
pet from the dinning room table
can usually develop begging
habits, and possibly develop
so far that your pet jumps up
and eats right off the table.
For cats, Catnip is not harm-
ful and if your cat likes it with-
out going postal, then go for it.
No one is sure what it does, but
some suspect that it mimics a
sexual hormone—go figure,
Pets are similar to people, and
overeating is very common.
Frequently, people leave big
bow! of food so the animal eats
whenever it's hungry. Gener-
ally speaking, this is not a good
idea, and it will lead to overeat-
ing. It is usually better to pro-
vide multiple servings of food,
usually in the morning and in

the evening. Portion size is a
little more complicated, and
depends on the brand of food,
breed of animal, and how active
the animal is. Normally the ani-
mal will need less if the food is
of higher quality, but more if it
is very active—but then a bas-
set hound might need less than
a greyhound. The best way is
to ask your veterinarian. Tell
them about your pet’s activ-
ity level and its weight and the
brand of food your using and
they can usually tell you what
areasonable amount should be.
Remember, if you leave for any
period of time make arrange-
ments for someone to feed and
exercise your pet, but most
importantly give them fresh
water. Your dog or cat may
be able to go without food for
a few days but 24 hours with-
out water could result in medi-
cal problems, so daily watering
is critical.

Exercise is also a major
factor in your pet’s health.
Animals that have to sit in
cramped cages for extended
periods of time are not only
less happy they can develop
physical deformities. If free to
roam the house, cats generally

not to pull. Pinch and choke
collars are effective, provided
you know how to use them. Ask
a trainer to show you how.

As for training your pet, most
people do not train their cats,
but some basic skills are possi-
ble. Some cats can be trained to
fetch small objects, however,
they will never able to equal
the level of training that a dog
can achieve. For dogs, when
it comes to obedience train-
ing, the earlier vou start, the
better. It's obviously too early
for a newborn pup, but as soon
as he’s up and running around
it’s time to start. You can train
an adult dog, but the task will
be much harder, and you will
need more time to break older
habits. Many people take their
dogs to obedience classes on
the weekends only to feel that
they have wasted their money
after the six weeks or so are
up. The reason is that the once
a week class is not enough to
break old habits and instill new
ones. The weekend class is just
to show you what to do—the
real progress depends on daily
practice outside of class. Usu-
ally 30 minutes to an hour a day
is enough to make permanent

provide their own exercise, but
they still love feather toys, the
stuffed toy mouse, and the best

toy of all ... the laser pointer.
Chasing the little red dot
around the floor, wall, or any-
where else will provide hours
of entertainment for both you
and your cat. Dogs, however,
are somewhat different. They
require outdoor activity three
to four times a day from 15-20
minutes per outing for a total of
45 minutes to an hour. Usually
people opt for a 20-minute walk
in the morning and then again
at night which is okay but make
these outings more active to
make the most of those 20 min-
utes. When you take your dog
on that walk remember that
Illinois has a leash law, and
always carry plenty of plas-
tic bags! If you have a dog that
pulls ahead and doesn’t heel, a
leash called a “gentle leader”
might be a good option—it has
a strap that goes over the nose
and clips under the chin where
your leash attaches. This
forces the dog's head down
when he pulls. It doesn’t hurt,
but they just don't like if. Many
dog owners have reported suc-
cess with this type of leash,
especially for bigger dogs, and
eventually the animals learn

changes in behavior. As the
dog advances, less time will
be needed until eventually the
practiced behaviors become
habit. Food rewards may be
used in training, and will get
the process started quickly,
but it should be used intermit-
tently,- and substituted often
with praise and attention from
the owner so the dog does not
come to expect a treat every
time he does something right.
Eventually, to be ultimately
effective, you should include
training with a distraction
around like another dog or chil-
dren playing nearby while still
expecting the correct behav-
ior. Successfully completing
this last phase will make them
much more controllable in
busy or crowded settings, and
therefore included in more
family outings.

For controlling other dog
behaviors - like chewing on
furniture or shoes - remem-
ber that while a dog is teeth-
ing they have a terrible desire
to chew on something simply
because their gum line itches.
They will chew on something
regardless so give them some-
thing that's okay to chew on,
but make sure it doesn’t resem-
ble anything that's off limits.

The squeaky toy that looks like
a shoe is a bad idea and will
often be substituted for the
real thing! A big dog bone is
still a favorite, but avoid bones
from human meals especially
chicken bones, which can splin-
ter and get caught in the throat.
As for making messes in the
house, make sure it wasn'’t your
fault. A puppy left indoors for
10 hours is doomed to redeco-
rate your carpet, and usually
needs to go out once for every
four hours if not sooner. Adult
dogs can usually handle eight
hours or more, but before you
complain, ask yourself, “How
long could I hold it?” When a
dog does go where it's not sup-
posed to, catching them in the
act is best, but regardless, it
should be followed up with
the ‘rub their nose in it' and a
firm ‘NO.’ Dogs obviously have
a strong sense of smell, so by
doing this you are using one of
their best senses to get your
point across.

Cat problems usually amount
to scratching furniture and uri-
nating in unacceptable areas.
For scratching issues put a
scratching postin front of what-
ever they are scratching—ide-
ally they will transition to the
post, then when they do grad-
ually move the post to a more
appropriate area. If unwanted
scratching persists, a chemi-
cal known as ‘bitter apple’ can
be sprayed on furniture, which
smells and tastes awful to cats
and is usually a sufficient deter-
rent. Usually cats are automat-
ically potty trained, but for the
cat that won't use its litter box,
a change in the litter might be
an option. Sometimes cats don't
like the texture of the litter and
prefer smaller or larger sized
particles. Frequently the lit-
ter box is too dirty, so they go
somewhere else. Even if their
box doesn't smell to you, it
might to them. Either change
to a more odor masking brand
or change the box more often.
Other unwanted cat behaviors
can be reprimanded with the
water bottle but you MUST
catch them in the act—a spray
in the face hours or even min-
utes later is worthless.

One final point is the impor-
tance of a regular checkup.
Just like with people, early
detection is the key for healthy
and lengthy living. The ani-
mal’s behavior might appear
normal and you may not detect
any problems, but there are
some things that can't be
seen with casual observation.
Checkups are usually sched-
uled once a year because of
the need to renew vaccines,
and for puppies and kittens
this is shortened to 4-6 months.
A checkup includes a physi-
cal, which checks for any sur-
face injuries or infections of
the teeth, ears, eyes, feet and
skin, and the vet will listen to
the heart and lungs for abnor-
malities. Usually they will take
a stool sample, which is espe-
cially important for outside
dogs, and is done to check for
GI tract worms. Blood tests are
also taken to check for heart-
worms, and a heartworm pre-
ventative usually is prescribed,
which is especially important
for dogs. Cats receive similar

See Pets on page 6
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Student Life Presents:

”Q‘ By NADA YOUSSEF
wd Prospectus Staff Writer

If riding horses and per-
forming in front of crowds is
your thing, then the Parkland
Equestrian Team is for you.
If you like horses but are too
scared or just not into riding
horses, than once again, the
Equestrian Team is for you.

The Equestrian Team was
founded in 1975 and merged
with the Riding Team to create
the ultimate Equestrian Team.
The Parkland College group is
part of the IHSA, or the Inter-
collegiate Horse Show Asso-
ciation, For more information
about the ITHSA, go to www.
ihsainc.com.

Most students who join this
club are part of the two-year
equine management program
at Parkland College. Equine
management is based on horse
. judging and riding competi-
tions. Some other students who
join are part of the veterinary
technicianprogramatParkland
College. But, you don't have to
be part of these two programs
to be a part of the Equestrian
Team. You don’t even have to
know anything about horses
to join. For example one of
the Equestrian Team’s prime
members, Jen Beard, majors
in Agriculture. She won fourth
and sixth place in her first
horse show last year.

“The only qualifications you
have to have are to be a full-
time student and pay a $30
membership fee and costs of
other services such as riding
lessons,” said advisor Bruce
Henrikson.

There are instructors who
will teach you everything you
need to know about horses and
horse riding, Parkland course

EGB 170 is a great class to
take if you are serious in join-
ing the Equestrian Team. This
class teaches you everything
about horses—from brushing
to riding horses and even the
safety of handling horses. You
don't even have to have your
own horse, they are provided
for you,

“The team riders do not
have to take lessons, although
it is highly recommended. The
western riders usually take les-
sons from Brenda Huston, the

coach, but the hunt seat riders
usually get lessons at Topline
near Homer or Commonwealth
near St. Joseph,” said advisor
Bruce Henrikson.

The Equestrian Team con-

‘sists mostly of competitions

throughout the academic year.
There are about 10 IHSA affili-
ated competitions and Regional
competitions are usually
around the month of March.

“Some (competitions) are
only one day; some are two
shows in one weekend. Our
region includes Parkland, U of
I, and 12 colleges in Indiana,”
said Henrikson.

The Equestrian Team is not

Equine Riding Team

only about hor\scs. They also
find time for a bit of fun social
activities. They just recently
had a bonfire cookout where
the girls slept over in a hay loft.
They plan on joining the pump-
kin-carving contest later this
month.

“It’s awesome, we do a lot of
team bonding,” said member
Jen Beard.

The Equestrian Team is also
a family, The meémbers always
check on each other—whether
it be for academic help or fam-

ily problems that they might be
having.

“Our coach is like our mama
bear. She is always calling to
check up on us,” said Beard.

The many things you gain
from joining the Equestrian
Team is not only a close knit
family, but also the art of relax-
ation from dealing with these
friendly creatures.

“It is like a type of therapy,”
said equine student and sec-
ond place winner, Caitlin Kel-
ley-Rose.

Horses are special in the
sense that they seem to adapt
to your personality. They
become your best friend gain-

ing that understanding of each
other very well.

“Youknow howthey say some
people look like their dogs; well
our horses have the same per-
sonalities that we have. They
seem to mold themselves into
our persona,” said Caitlin.

Both Caitlin and Jen have
grown very close to their
horses and claim that their
horses share most of their per-
sonality traits.

“Ed or Edmoney (his nick-
name) is my horse. He is stub-
born, lovable, and if he knows
you're in control than he will
drown you with hugs and
kisses,” said Beard.

Caitlin’s horse, Harley, is
very lazy and always wants
attention.

“He follows you around
always wanting treats. He is
really lovey-dovey,” said Kel-
ley-Rose. :

Caitlin recently rescued a
horse, Louis, from abusive
owners.

“They just left him out in
there lawn and never took care
of him. When I rescued him, he
was really skinny from mal-
nutrition. But now he is really
fat,” said Kelley-Rose.,

The Equestrian Team is such
a complex team with so many
angles as to what it really is.
It's horse riding competitions,
pattern competitions, horse
handling, family, therapy, and
most of all the friendship and
deep connection you gain with
these horses.

If this sounds interesting
and worth your time, join the
Equestrian Team today! 1t is
open to anyone who is inter-
ested and willing to have fun.
Call Bruce Henrikson at 217-
351-2435 or email him at bhen-
rikson@parkland.edu.

So you want to start an indie band ...

T-9 By SEAN HERMANN

hu Musie Columnist

So your favorite local
indie band is plaving in town
tonight—they're down to earth
and have really nice equip-
ment. They pull off a great
show and stay to chat with the
fans afterwards then, leave to
hit up the next show on their
tour, and continue on with the
routine for the next month, hit-
ting up local venues and even
touring nationwide. Sounds
like the dream life, right? Not
quite.

Starting an independent
band, getting it up and running,
and keeping that momentum
up is not as easy as it seems.
There are numerous problems
that every band faces, young
and old, but it’s the bands that
can keep up with all those prob-

lems and adapt with mem-
ber changes, accidents, argu-
ments and many other issues,
all while staying close with
fans, producing great albums,
and still have the passion thdy
did when just starting out that
can make it for ten years—and
unfortunately its just part of
the game.

Will Newton, current Park-
land student and lead vocal-
ist and guitarist for Seldan has
encountered some of those
with his band.

“First off, between school,
work, and girlfriends, it's
really tough to get everyone
together. We are trying to fin-
ish an album by the winter and
we can barely get together to
write,” he said.

This is not just happening
to Seldan, I had the very same
experiences with my own band
whose life barely lasted past
our first show. Everyone in the
band was involved in many dif-
ferent sports and activities and
it was impossible to get every-
one in the same room at the
same time to write, let alone
practice or record.

Another difficulty that Sel-
dan and many other bands that
drive to shows are the soaring
costs of gas.

“With gas prices being so

ridiculous and kids not coming
to shows as much as they used
to, it is really hard to keep play-
ing shows and getting to the
next venue,” said Newton.

What he means by that is
with the cost to profit ratio,
bands nowadays are just hop-
ing to get close to breaking
even by the end of the night
after getting their payout (if
any) and selling “merch” or
receiving donations, all while
paying around at least $2,000
for all the equipment used on
stage, the cost of gas as well as
the cost of merch and in some
cases, paying to get on a big
ticket show.

I first realized how expen-
sive keeping up a band was
when I bought my first gig-
worthy amp, which cost more
than my guitar itself, as well
as all the little things like gui-
tar strings, picks, and drum-
sticks for the “ever so gentle”
drummer. While cost itself is
a huge issue for bands, time is
considered sacred for the aver-
age band.

The choice for current young
bands is to eifher endure the
long difficult road for a band,
which is college, or catch and
ride the wave while it’s big and
devote all of your time to the
band and possibly attend col-
lege after the ride is over.

“The one struggle that is
almost impossible to get by
is that with all the pressure
to finish school, putting all
your time and energy into (a
band) that may not work out,
is such a huge risk, and can be
extremely discouraging,” said
Newton. Are all these strug-
gles actually worth the risk of
a downfall?

Being in an indie band can
be very expensive, frustrating,
time consuming and any other
bothersome word you can think
of, but is it worth all the down-
ers in the end?

“The cool thing about being
in an indie band is that indie
is such a broad term that the
genre “title” can’t limit our
music. Right now indie seems
to be very ‘in.’ I think this is a
result of the huge amounts of

new music that are thrown into
this category. This really helps
to get our music out to people
in need of something new,” said
Newton,

I believe being in a band
is totally worth the endless
headaches and debt because
it’s about playing music you
believe in and have a passion
for, which is what it should all
be about. PJ, the drummer of So
Long Forgotten said, “Music is
still an art and not a business,”
so if you're looking to make a
huge profit by playing music, I

would rethink that for awhile
and consider something else if
you're in it for the money.
Being in an independent
band can drag you through
tough times, most of which
are unavoidable, but if you
and your band mates all share
a love and passion for music,
-you will be able to get through
those difficulties and develop a
positive experience for your-
self and your fans.

PETS

continued from page 5

treatments but generally do
not have worms unless there
is vomiting or diarrhea. As a
pet owner you should check
vour pet at least once a month
for skin abnormalities such as
sores or lesions, and you should
probably administer a flea and
tick preventative, especially
for animals that spend a major-
ity of their time outdoors.

If you frequently travel or
plan to, perhaps postponing
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your family addition would be
a good idea. Neglected pets are
unhappy and unhealthy pets,
and will cost you more in the
long run, but for those who have
a regular schedule and don't
travel too often you might have
a lot to gain. Its also good prac-
tice for otherwise would-be
parents, but unlike your chil-
dren your pet will always love
you no matter what you look
like, how much you make, how
smart you are, how badly you
dress, or even what poor taste
in music you have!

The Eastern Illinois Food
Bank was first originated in
1982 with a mission “to alle-
viate hunger in eastern Illi-
nois by providing a reliable
source of food for the hun-
gry through cooperation
with a network of pantries
and agencies.”

The food bank was built on
a foundation of strong moral
values ranging from respect
and integrity to stewardship
and advocacy. Throughout
the course of their history,
they have gone from gener-
ating nearly 800,000 pounds
of food to over one mil-
lion pounds annually. These
remarkable numbers are a
direct result from generous
individuals and companies
in the community.

What exactly is a food
bank, and how does it vary
from a food pantry? A food
bank’s main purposeisto dis-

such as soup kitchens, resi-
dential treatment programs,
disaster relief agencies and
pantries. The Eastern Illi-
nois Food Bank currently
operates on an $800,000 bud-
get, but as a non-profit orga-
nization, the bank has to rely
on grants and donations.
There are various ways to
give: annually, memorial or
tribute giving, property giv-
ing and estate giving. h
The Eastern Illinois Food
Bank currently serves 14
counties: Champaign, Clark,
Clay, Coles, Crawford, Cum-
Ford, Iroquois, Jasper, Moul-
trie, Piatt and Vermilion.
Even though money helps
keep the food bank afloat,

* come in the form of food res-

pense food to organizations

those in need. Every contri-

Contributed by Alawnna McDaniel

it also needs help from vol-
unteers to help organize
and allocate the food in the
warehouses. Before one can
become a volunteer, he or
she has to adhere to a few
rules and requirements:
Each volunteer has to com-
plete a registration form,
be a minimum of 14 vears
old, wear proper attire, and
keep in mind that the facil-
ity is a non-smoking zone.
Volunteer opportunities can

cue, food drive support, food
delivery and warehouse sup-
port. If one is interested in
become a food bank volun-
teer, all he or she has to do
is email basic personal infor-
mation to volunteer@eifood-
bank.org, or call (217) 328-
3663.

The Eastern Illinois Food
bank is in affiliation with
the America’s Second Har-
vest and approximately 200
other food banks across the
U.S on a quest to end hunger
by distributing five million
pounds of food yearly.

In addition to all the other
great things the food bank
has done, it* will host the
22nd Annual Food for Fam-
ilies Drive, which began
October 18th, 2008 and runs
until November 1. There are
drop-offlocationsin Urbana,
Champaign and Savoy.

The Eastern Illinois Food
bank is challenging the sur-
rounding areas—for every
dollar donated, the Eastern
Illinois Food band will pro-
vide $10 worth of food to

bution will be greatly appre-
ciated.

s will tell you how working
can earn a bachelor's degree at

e Parkiand people who will heip you
tr degree: Adult Re-entry Center,
Financial Aid, Business Development
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adults can earn a bachelor's degree at
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Google phone: It’s nifty, but ...

By STEVE ALEXANDER
(MCT)

Google’s widely anticipated
entry into the smart-phone
market—the T-Mobile G1, out
this week—has raised con-
sumer expectations that it
could be the next must-have
gadget.

But anyone expecting the G1
to be revolutionary is likely to
be disappointed. The G1 bor-
rows from the look and feel
of existing smart phones; the
touch screen is a little like the
iPhone’s, but less full-featured,
while the pop-up menu with
rows of icons resembles the
BlackBerry.

But Google, which created the
phone’s software, and T-Mo-
bile may be focused more on
mass marketing the G1 than
scoring points for style. New
York-based ABI Research says
Google’s intention is to greatly
expand the market for smart
*phones, which today account
for only 14 percent of all cell
phones sold worldwide.

Smart phones are in many ways
handheld computers, and put-
ting more of them in the hands
of consumers could change
the way people use the Inter-
net. T-Mobile is aiming the G1
strictly at consumers. That
sets it apart from the iPhone,

a consumer device that’s mov-
ing into the business market,
and the BlackBerry, a business
phone that’s moving into the
consumer market.

But the G1’s appeal isn’t based
on a bargain price. The $179.99
G1 (not including cell plan)
costs about the same as a $199
to $299 iPhone 3G or the cur-
rent high-end $150 BlackBerry
phone (the new touch-screen
BlackBerry Storm, and its
price, won't be available until
later this year.)

The G1 has a lot of features
we've come to expect from
smart phones: Internet brows-
ing (at the fastest 3G cell phone
speeds), YouTube video, e-mail,
text messaging, online search-
ing, interactive maps and play-
ing or downloading music. Tt's
also got extras we've come to
expect, such as a good cam-
era, keyboard and user inter-
face. But it'll cost you: to get a
G1 you need sign up for a two-
year T-Mobile agreement and
take one of the mandatory data
packages costing $25 or $35 a
month on top of paying for a
regular T-Mobile calling plan.

But the success of any con-
sumer gadget lies in the details.
The G1’s user interface, part
of Google’s Android operating
system, isn't always as conve-
nient as the iPhone’s. Once you

call up a Web page, for exam-
ple, the G1 requires that you
use a pop-up menu to mag-
nify the parts of the Web site
you want to read. The iPhone
allows you to expand a Web
page to readable size by touch-
ing the screen with your thumb
and forefinger, then spreading

Butin fairness, all smart-phone
keyboards are designed for
only one-finger or two-thumb
typing.

However, the G1's combina-
tion of a track ball, keyboard
and touch screen sometimes
makes browsing easier than

Google and T-Mobile's new
G1 phone will compete
with Apple’s popular iPhone.

Special G1 features

= Trackball for one-handed
navigation

* Google Maps Street View;
built in compass orients the
screen as you move

Google unveils

Apple’s iPhone

« Micro SD-card
slot expandable
= Sliding screen
opens to full

QWERTY keypad;
* Features Google's
Android operating
system

T-Mobile G1
$179 (1 GB)
3.2 in. (8 cm)

4.6x22x06in.

Price
Screen
Size

© 2008 MCT
Source: T-Mobile, Apple, AP, MCT Photo Service

(11.7x5.8x 1.5 cm)

)
(s]of Tels]

Apple iPhone

$199 (8 GB), $299 (16 GB)

3.5 in. (9 cm)

4.5%2.4x05in.

(11.5x6.1 x 1.1 cm)
Graphic: Medina Yingling

the thumb and finger apart.

Some users may like the G1's
physical QWERTY keyboard,
which ‘lies behind the slide-
away screen. It's bigger than
the iPhone’s virtual keyboard,
which exists only on the screen.

on the iPhone, where scrolling
with your finger makes it easy
to accidentally click the wrong
link, wasting time. Like other
3G phones, the G1 allows you
to be on the Internet and have
a phone conversation at the
same time (only in metro areas

where the faster 3G network is
available).

It's worth noting that the G1’s
visible screen area is larger
than the size of its physical
screen. You can use your fin-
ger to scroll the screen image
to the left or right, reveal-
ing extra space on either side.
Here you can place frequently
used icons that would other-
wise obscure the phone’s “wall-
paper” image.

Moving things around on the
screen works a lot like it does
on a PC. To move shortcut
icons from a pop-up menu to
the phone’s main screen, hold
your finger on an icon and drag
it. To remove icons from the
main screen, hold them down
and drag them to the trash bas-
ket. Holding your finger down
on a blank part of the screen
(called a “long press”) brings
up a menu that lets you change
the look and feel of the main
screen with everything from
music playlists to an alarm
clock.

When you rotate the phone 90
degrees to use the keyboard,
the image on the screen also
rotates 90 degrees so you can
view it while typing. But the G1
can’t do the cool iPhone trick
of automatically rotating the
screen image 90 degrees when-
ever you rotate the phone.

School internships lead to real jobs after college

By PATRICIA ALEX
(MCT)

College internships can pro-
vide a critical leg up in an ever-
tightening job market, experts
say,

Just ask John Miseo, who
interned at MTV while still a
student at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. He landed a full-
time job with the television
network in Manhattan before
graduating in May.

“The internship really paid
off in terms of learning and in
terms of money,” said Miseo,
of Morris County. “It helped—
especially in today’s economy.
Some of my friends are still
looking for work.”

Miseo’s internship was
unpaid, as are many in the
media, where companies take
advantage of abundant student
interest, said Rosalie Saba-
tino, the career center director
at FDU. But internships can
run the gamut, she said. Some
pay stipends or transportation
costs, and some provide a nice
weekly salary.

“We try to fight for the stu-
dents to have a stipend or
hourly pay rate,” said Sabatino.
Business internships average
about $15 per hour, she said,
while liberal arts assignments
can be considerably less.

But even without pay, the
experience can prove invalu-
able, and internships are
increasingly popular.

“That internship on your
resume is going to count much
more than the typical job you
would be doing in the summer,
whether bartending or baby-
sitting,” Sabatino said. “The

internship shows you are will-*

ing to take the next step and
get some experience in your
major.”

Over half of students at FDU
take part in internships, and an
increasing number do more
than one, she said. Of late, there
has been a spike in interest in
internships involving graphic
arts and animation, she said.

And businesses are increas-
ingly interested in such
arrangements. “Were get-
ting more and more compa-
nies, both large and small, who
are looking for interns—espe-

- cially with downsizing,” Saba-
tino said.

Some interns play a sup-
porting role, others have more

responsibility and’ some job-
shadow—one FDU student
is accompanying a cardiolo-
gist as he goes about his work.
Some interns at a program at
Montclair State University
even spend time in big-headed
costumes—as $8-an-hour char-
acters at Disney World.

Sabatino advises students
to be proactive if their intern-
ships turn out to be filled with
grunt work. Apart from the
actual work, Sabatino said, the
internships can provide a win-
dow on the relationships of the
working world and corporate
culture.

“It’s an eye-opener,” she said.
And sometimes internships

enough,” said Limberg. The
aim of the program,is two-fold,
to promote young leaders and
help bolster the groups.”

Ellen Chiu interned at the
Wayne and Pequannock Boys
& Girls clubs as both a camp
counselor and performing
development work.

“Of course it’s good for col-
lege,” said Chiu, “and it also
increases my interest level in
business.”

College internships can pro-
vide a critical leg up in an ever-
tightening job market, experts
say.

John Miseo of FDU landed a
full-time job at MTV after an
internship.

weekly salary.

“We try to fight for the stu-
dents to have a stipend or
hourly pay rate,” said Sabatino.
Business internships average
about $15 per hour, she said,
while liberal arts assignments
can be considerably less.

“It helped, especially in
today's economy,” said Miseo,
of Morris County.

But even without pay, the
experience can prove invalu-
able, and . internships are
increasingly popular.

“That internship on your
resume is going to count much
more than the typical job you
would be doing in the summer,
whether bartending or baby-

can help steer a student away
from a career path that’s not
for them after all.

But one thing is certain—

they are a resume-builder.

“Internships are becoming
more important. It’s vital for
students on their resumes,”
Sabatino said. “It’s a very com-
petitive job market, and it's
something employers are look-
ing for.”

Ann Limberg, president of
Bank of America New Jersey,
agrees.” “Internships enhance
resumes incredibly,” she said.
“What's better than hands-on
learning internships?”

Bank of America’s Student
Leader Program places high
school interns in paying jobs
with community and non-profit
groups. 2

“You can't start early

Just ask John Miseo, who
interned at MTV while still a
student at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. He landed a full-
time job with the television
network in Manhattan before
graduating in May.

“The internship really paid
off in terms of learning and in
terms of money,” said Miseo,
of Morris County. “It helped—
especially in today’s economy.
Some of my friends are still
looking for work.”

Miseo’s internship was
unpaid, as are many in the
media, where companies take
advantage of abundant student
interest, said Rosalie Saba-
tino, the career center director
at FDU. But internships can
run the gamut, she said. Some
pay stipends or transportation
costs, and some provide a nice

sitting,” Sabatino said. “The
internship shows you are will-
ing to take the next step and
get some experience in your
major."”

Over half of students at FDU
take part in internships, and an
increasing number do more
than one, she said. Of late, there
has been a spike in interest in
internships involving graphic
arts and animation, she said.

And businesses are increas-
ingly interested in such
arrangements. “Were get-
ting more and more compa-
nies, both large and small, who
are looking for interns—espe-
cially with downsizing,” Saba-
tino said.

Some interns play a sup-
porting role, others have more
responsibility and some job-
shadow—one FDU student

is accompanying a cardiolo-
gist as he goes about his work.
Some interns at a program at
Montclair State University
even spend time in big-headed
costumes—as $8-an-hour char-
acters at Disney World.

Sabatino advises students
to be proactive if their intern-
ships turn out to be filled with
grunt work. Apart from the
actual work, Sabatino said, the
internships can provide a win-
dow on the relationships of the
working world and corporate
culture,

“It's an eye-opener,” she said.
And sometimes internships
can help steer a student away
from a career path that’s not
for them after all.

But one thing is certain— ,

they are a resume-builder.

“Internships are becoming
more important. It's vital for
students on their resumes,”
Sabatino said. “It’s a very com-
petitive job market, and it’s
something employers are look-
ing for.”

Ann Limberg, president of
Bank of America New Jersey,
agrees. “Internships enhance
resumes incredibly,” she said.
“What’s better than hands-on
learning internships?”

Bank of America’s Student
Leader Program places high
school interns in paying jobs
with community and non-profit
groups.

“You can’'t start- early
enough,” said Limberg, The
aim of the program is two-fold,
to promote young leaders and
help bolster the groups.”

Ellen Chiu interned at the
Wayne and Pequannock Boys
& Girls clubs as both a camp
counselor and performing
development work. s

“Of course it's good for col-
lege,” said Chiu, “and it also
increases my interest level in
business.”

(c) 2008, North Jersey Media
Group Inc.

The G1’s three-megapixel cam-
era can produce good photos,
but it's annoyingly difficult to
use because the camera has an
autofocus feature that can't be
turned off. It works by hold-
ing the shutter button half-
way down while the subject
comes into focus, then pushing
the shutter button all the way
down to take a photo. Because
the shutter button is touchy,
the photos can be alternately
sharp and out of focus. Wait-
ing for the autofocus to work
can also cause you to miss the
impromptu photos for which
cell phones are famous.

Should you buy a G1? If you
want a useful smart phone, it's
worth a look. But if you want a
gadget that’s truly revolution-
ary, don’t bother.

(c) 2008, Star Tribune (Minne-
apolis)

EARNINGS

continued from page 4

for 10 years.

Private colleges are increas-
ing the assistance they offer,
so fewer students are required
to take out loans and those who
do will take on less of a burden,
said Ron Ehrenberg, director
of Cornell University’s Higher
Education Research Institute.

“The concern was that with
high loan burdens, we were
influencing the professional
outcomes of students,” Ehren-
berg said.

Experts point out that the col-
lege experienceis not justabout
financial rewards. There is also
that business about learning a
few things. Students are able
to explore their interests. They
often become inspired by sub-
jects they never knew existed
and are able to view the world
through a broader lens.

“There’s value added when it
comes to critical thinking and
moral reasoning,” said Ernest
Pascarella, a University of
Iowa professor who has stud-
ied the effects of college.

The education also extends
outside the classroom, through
expasure to classmates from
different backgrounds and
participation in extracurricu-
lar activities.

And the rewards might
just keep on coming, accord-
ing to the College Board. Dur-
ing their working lives, col-
lege graduates are more likely
to engage in organized volun-
teer work, vote, donate blood
and live healthy lifestyles—
though it's possible that people
in those categories also were
more likely to attend college in
the first place.

Priscilla Adeniji, 22, afinance
major at Chicago State Univer-
sity, says her choices at college
appear to be paying off.

Scholarships have covered

almost the entire cost of her

education, making this the
first year she’s had to take out
a loan, for $5,000. She gradu-
ates in December, and the Big
Four consulting firms already
are dangling jobs with salaries
starting at $55,000.

Adeniji said she also gained a
lot from her classes and partic-
ipation in a sorority and other
activities,

“Career-wise, college has
been very important for me,”
she said. “But it’s also about
knowledge. If I wasn't in school,
I wouldn’t be able to under-
stand what’s going on with the
economy and with other things
that affect my life.”

(Chicago Tribune correspon-
dent Jo Napolitano
contributed to this report.)

(c) 2008, Chicago Tribune.
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Thursday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 58.
Thursday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers. Cloudy, with a low around 44.
Friday: A 50 percent chance of showers. Cloudy, with a high near 52.

Friday Night: A 50 percent chance of showers. Cloudy, with a low around 41.
Saturday: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near SS.

Saturday Night: A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 42.
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near S1.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 52.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 34,

CriineStopp'ers seeks assistance

The Burglary occurred
between the hours of 11:36

please call CrimeStoppers at
(217) 373-TIBS or (217) 373-

This week, CrimeStoppers
and Champaign County Sher-

N

iff’s Office invvestigators are
seeking information regard-
ing a burglary that occurred
in the 100 block of Calvin
Drive, Savoy.

On  Thursday, October
16th, at 4:30 a.m., a burglary
was reported at the Sonic
drive-in restaurant, located
at 101 Calvin Drive in Savoy.

p.m. on Wednesday, October
15th, and 4:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, October 16th. Unknown
suspects forcibly eneterd
the business by breaking
the glass to an entrance door.
Taken was an undisclosed
amount of U.S. currency. If
you have any information
at all regarding this crime,

8477. Information can also
be sent by anonymous web
tip by going to: www.cham-
paigncountycrimestoppers.
com. s

The information you pro-
vide is confidential. You do
not have to appear in court.
CrimeStoppers will pay a

reward if the information

you provide leads to an arrest

for this crime. Cash rewards
are also paid for information
on other felony crimes or
fugitives in the Champaign
County area.

CHAMPAIGH COURTY

CRIME
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5 Underage Drinking

Alcohol consumption by individuals under the age of 21 is
amajor problem in the U.S. According to the Department of
Health and Human Services, alcohol is the most commonly
abused drug in the United States among,individuals 12 to
20. What is even more disturbing is that 90% of the alco-
hol consumed is in the form of binge drinking. If you drink
too much alcohol too fast, it can lead to alcohol poisoning and
possibly kill you!! Secondly, if you are under the age of 21, you
are breaking the law by drinking. Here are some other conse
quences associated with underage drinking.

-Poor performance in school.

-Higher instances of arrest and other legal issues.

-Higher risk of suicide and homicide.

-Aleohol related injuries, such as: car crashes, falls, burns, and even drowning.

-High risk sexual behavior.

Please keep this message in mind and be responsible.
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I Crossword

ACROSS :
1 Sharp intake of
breath 14
5 Mineral spring
8 Fought one- W
te-one, with
seconds
14 Fairy tale
I opener
15 Existed
16 Make beloved
17 Male swine
18 BPOE member
19 Iranic turns
20 Naval leader
22 Enticements
23 Empty out
24 Flax product
. 27 Shock with
wonder
29 Born in Paris
30 Take unlawfully
34 Victory sign
35 Make weary
36 Cab
37 Talia of “Rocky"”
39 Oklahoma city

20

23
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Making mix discs for your creeptastic p .
m Pick from our Halloween list

W By BEN WENER
B~ and KELLI FADROSKI
(MCT)

The first thing you'll realize
is that we're liars: There are
way more than S0 songs con-
tained on our three lists—one
of perennial classics, one filled
with rock staples and a final 20
comprised of offbeat and less-
er-known gems. Plenty of other
selections have been drizzled
like blood from an unhealed
wound into these blurbs. You
could easily patch together a
wide enough web of fiendish
delights to last your Hallow-
een bash all night.

Some overplayed hits, like
“Thriller” and “Dead Man's
Party,” we simply couldnt
refuse. Others, like “Monster
Mash” and “Ghostbusters,”
we've relegated to the kids’
party to make room for the likes
of Rob Zombie and Rihanna.
Download ‘em all (we've indi-
cated what albums you can
find them on, but iTunes has
the overwhelming majority
for individual sale), load up
your MP3 player of cheice, hit
shuffle ... and let the spooking
begin.

“Bela Lugosi's Dead,” Bau-
haus—If there’s a quintessen-
tial spooky song for All Hal-
low’s Eve, it hastobe thisnearly
10-minute, grimly fiendish epic
about the most famous por-
trayer of Transylvania's blood-
lusting count. The first half, all
dubbed-out click-clack confu-
sion complemented by Daniel
Ash’s squalls of noise, can still
creep newcomers out. The sec-
ond half, filled with Peter Mur-
phy’s cries of “undead, undead,
undead!,” is like giving your-
self over to a vampire's kiss.
A must, to be plaved VERY
loudly. (From the compilation
“Crackle,” 1998)

“Disturbia,” Rihanna—A
newbie to the list, this dark
‘n’ bumpin’ track -has fast
become a party essential. The
music video, featuring zombie-
like " dancers jerking and jiv-

ing, is reminiscent of Jacko's
“Thriller.” Who knows if the
song will spawn its own spe-
cially choreographed dance,
but it's definitely a track scant-
ily costumed ladies will groove
to on Halloween night. (From
“Good Girl Gone Bad,” 2007)
“Dead Man’s Party,” Oingo
Boingo—Come on, you know
the lyrics: “It's a dead man’s
party, who could ask for more?

Everybody's comin’, leave your
body at the door.” Danny Elf-
man’s middle name should be
“Halloween.” Up until the band
retired in 1995 its annual Hal-
loween shows were insanely
popular, but the spirit of
Boingo lives on year after year
as radio stations and record
stores across the country play
the heck out of this. (From
“Dead Man'’s Party,” 1985)
“(Don’t Fear) The Reaper,”
Blue Oyster Cult—All right, so
it might have lost a little of its
spookiness when Christopher
Walken demanded “more cow-
bell” as Will Ferrell jiggled his
belly fat in a “Saturday Night
Live" sketch about this. But the
song is still perfectly chilling.
Beware, though: Horror flicks
often use it to set the mood
while two unsuspecting teen-
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agers are getting it on. Then
they get killed. (From “Agents
of Fortune,” 1976)

“I Put a Spell on You,”
Screamin’' Jay Hawkins—
Creedence Clearwater Reviv-
al's cover is perfectly accept-
able as well, but Hawkins’
signature song is best heard
from the crazed, skull-cane-
toting voodoo huckster him-
self. CCR’s is for grooving;

Hawkins' version is for giving
you the willies while cracking
you up. (From the compilation
“Cow Fingers & Mosquito Pie,”
1991)

“Dragula,” Rob Zombie—All
hail the new king of horror cin-
ema. Zombie’s “Dragula” is a

high-energy, bloodthirsty track.

with a hard-driving chorus:
“DIG through the ditches and
BURN through the witches/I

SLAM in the back of my ..

DRAGULA!” Of course, you
could do an entire disc of Zom-
bié’s solo stuff as well as White
Zombie songs, from “Liv-
ing Dead Girl”" to “I'm Your
Boogieman"—all Halloween-
appropriate. As a bonus, throw
on one of his films as back-
ground (“The Devil's Rejects”
is the best by far) or the sound-
tracks to both that flick or

TOWARD YOUR

“House of 1,000 Corpses.” Easy
choices for extra eerie sounds.
(From “Hellbilly Deluxe,”
1998)

“TheKilling Moon,” Echoand
the Bunnymen—A less obvious
(and arguably more sensual)
choice would be “Nocturnal
Me,” from the same album as
this track. But “Moon,” which a
whole new generation seemed
to discover (alongside Tears
for Fears’ “Mad World”) thanks
to its use in “Donnie Darko,”
is a gorgeous gothic-romantic
masterpiece that only sounds
richer asthe years goby. (From
“Ocean Rain,” 1984)

“Peeple Are Strange,” the
Doors—Even more appro-
priate for Halloween ‘08 is
the title track of the album it
comes from, but how can you
refuse it? You also could substi-
tute Echo and the Bunnymen’s
version from “The Lost Boys,”
but why? Jim Morrison’s vocal
on the original is much richer,
and Ray Manzarek's much-
mimicked tacked-piano feel
(Danny Elfman, say thank you)
is as playfully ghostly as ever.
To add sheer terror, place Mor-
rison’s howl of poetry reading
“Horse Latitudes” just before

it. ‘(From “Strange Days,”
1968)

“Thriller,” Michael Jack-
son—Well, short of “Mon-

ster Mash” it is just about the
most recognizable Halloween
song the world over. Expertly
crafted hokum it may be, but
slip it on in the thick of your
bash and watch—half the room
if not more will spontaneously
break into the video’s dance
sequence. If you’ve got serious
cash, hire a local choreogra-
pher to teach it to your guests.
(From “Thriller,” 1982)
“Psycho Killer,” Talking
Heads—Qu'est-ce que c'est?
David Byrne's vivid portrayal
of the sort of title character
that became a national phe-
nomenon at the time the song
first appeared (when the Son
of Sam was terrorizing NYC)
still retains stark power and

an ability to unnerve. Because
of that, the original version is
probably preferable—but for
parties, try the slightly more
beat-driven rendition on 1984’s
“Stop Making Sense.” Also fun:
“Stay Up Late.” Even weirder:
“Drugs (Electricity).” (From
“Talking Heads 77,” 1977)

“Superstition,” Stevie Won-
der—As funky as hell is hot.
But the best part of it is how Ste-
vie weaves in so many super-
stitions into such a short space
of words: “Thirteen-month-old
baby broke the looking glass/
Seven years of bad luck/Good
things in your past.” Stevie Ray
Vaughan’s smokin’ remake is
also acceptable. (From “Talk-
ing Book,"” 1972)

“Halloween Theme,” John
Carpenter—Bernard Her-
rmann’s strings-slashing theme
from ‘“Psycho” is probably
more recognizable, Mike Old-
field’s “Tubular Bells” (aka the
theme from “The Exorcist”)
possibly more creepy. You
should have ‘em all on your mix
discs, and maybe leave room
for “Jaws,” too. But if you can
only fit one, go with Michael
Myers' ominous instrumen-
tal motif. (From “Halloween:
Original Soundtrack,” 1978)

“The Time Warp,” from “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show”—
You remember. It’s just a jump
to the left, and then a step to
the ri-i-i-eee-i-i-ight. With your
hands on your hip, you bring

“your knees in tight. But, you

know, it's the pelvic thrust
that really drives you insaa-
eee-aaaa-eee-aaane. Add lyr-
ic-parodying gags as you see
fit. (Best found on “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show: 25 Years
of Absolute Pleasure,” 2000)
“Werewolves of London,”
Warren Zevon—In which the
title characters go hunting for
beef chow mein, drink pina
coladas at Trader Vic’s and run
amok in Kent—ahhh-wooooo
indeed. Picturesque nuttiness
from the late, great singer-
songwriter that never gets old
at Halloween. (From “Excit-

able Boy,” 1978)

“Welcome to My Night-
mare,” Alice Cooper—On sec-
ond thought, “Dead Babies” or
“Billion Dollar Babies” or “Is
It My Body” or “Cold Ethyl” or
“Sick Things” or even the pos-
itively silly “Feed My Fran-
kenstein” would be cooler than
Coop’s most obvious fright-
night staple, which is now a
fairly moldy piece of cheese,
Still, you can’t avoid it. (From
“Welcome to My Nightmare,”
1975)

And for the kids ... No, we
didn't forget some all-time
faves. We just figure they can
do the trick-ortreat-in-day-
light thing now—the equiv-
alent of sitting at the kids'
table at Thanksgiving. For
the youngsters, try the Steve
Miller Band's grab-ya hit
“Abracadabra,” the Who's
creepy-crawly “Boris the Spi-
der,” Ray Parker Jr.'s “Ghost-
busters,” Bow Wow Wow's ver-
sion of “I Want Candy,” Bobby
“Boris” Pickett's classic “Mon-
ster Mash,” DJ Jazzy Jeff and
the Fresh Prince’s “Night-
mare on My Street,” Sheb
Wooley's “The Purple Peo-
ple Eater,” Rockwell’s “Some-
body’s Watching Me,” the Clas-
sics IV's “Spooky” or David
Seville’s ooh-eee-ooh-ahh-ahh-
ing “Witch Doctor.”

(c) 2008, The Orange County
Register (Santa Ana, Calif.).
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Where they stand

You’ve seen the campaign ads and, perhaps, even watched a debate. But what are
the presidential candidates really about? Here, we look at where John McCain and

Barack Obama stand on some of the major 1ssues facing the nation.
- By David Lightman, McClatchy Newspapers

BARACK OBAMA

PHOTOS BY CHUCK KENNEDY/MCT -

JOHN McCAIN

Sees most subsidies as “safety net” against “the unpredictable dynamics of
weather and markets.” Somewhat more skeptical of free trade agreements, say-
ing there must be protection for American workers. Opposed Central American
and South Korean Free Trade pacts.

Promotes a “zero to five” plan that would give grants to states to help pre-
schoolers learn and develop. Alse would double charter school funding and
revamp the assessment system used to track student progress under the No
Child Left Behind program.

Proposes a “hemispheric security initiative” aimed at combating gangs, drug
trafficking and criminal activity. Would allow unlimited Cuban-American fami-
ly travel and tell any post-Fidel Castro government that if it takes strong steps
toward democracy — starting with freeing all political prisoners — the U.S. is
ready to take steps to normalize relations.

Redeploy one to two brigades a month, so combat troops would be out by
summer of 2010. Would leave behind an unspecified number of American
troops to provide security for U.S. interests, and train and advise Iraqi forces.

Would engage in “direct presidential diplomacy with Iran without precondi-
tions,” If Iran abandons its nuclear program and backing of terrorism, Obama
would allow membership in the World Trade Organization and economic aid. If
Iran is uncooperative, “we will step up our economic pressure and political iso-
lation.”

Says, “Our first and inconvertible commitment in the Middle East must be

to the security of Israel.” Strongly supports Israel’s right to self-defense.

Backed the “path to citizenship” plan. Wants to create a system to make it
easier for employers to verify whether workers are legally in this country, and
has supported efforts to keep immigrant families together.

Would make it easier for modest-income veterahs to get health care, and
revamp the current benefits system by hiring more claims workers and training
them more effectively. Would also recruit more mental health professionals and
improve screening of veterans.

Would require insurers to cover pre-existing conditions “so all Americans,
regardless of their health status or history, can get comprehensive benefits" at
reasonable prices. Small businesses would get tax credits to help make cover-
age affordable to employees.

Says he is “considering plans that would ask those making over $250,000 to
pay in the range of 2 to 4 percent more.” Would also close the “doughnut hole™
in the Medicare prescription program and end subsidies to the Medicare

Advantage progran.
L

Would reduce carbon emissions 80 percent by 2050 with a market-based cap
and trade system. Would begin by establishing annual targets, and mandate
reducing emissions to 1990 levels by 2020,

Would significantly increase fuel efficiency standards; allow offshore oil
drilling in limited instances; provide a $1.000 emergency energy tax rebate to
families; and work toward assuring 10 percent of all electricity comes from
renewable sources by 2012, growing to 25 percent by 2025.

Allow most 2001 and 2003 income tax cuts for individuals eaming more
than $200,000 and families making more than $250,000 to expire on Jan. 1,
2011. Leave others’ cuts in place, and also provide a “Making Work Pay” tax
credit of $500 per person or $1.000 per working family.

Wants to take a fresh look at the North American Free Trade Agreement,”
saying it was “oversold™ to Americans. Would put new pressure on the World
Trade Organization to enforce agreements, and end tax breaks for companies
that send jobs overseas.

Would require the cost of any new program be offset by higher revénues.
and vows to require more “disclosure and transparency” for earmarks. Does not
specify how he would substantially reduce the federal deficit.

Would increase the size of the Army by 65,000 troops and the Marines by
27,000. Help the National Guard by giving it better equipment and more time
off before being redeployed. Create a Military Families Advisory Board to
“provide a conduit for military families’ concerns” to be brought to top military
officials.

Urged “aggressive diplomatic action” after Russia invaded Georgia.
Generally, proposes a “comprehensive strategy” that includes “supporting
democratic partners and upholding principles of sovereignty™ throughout
Europe and Asia. Wants to strengthen alliances “so that we deal with Russia
with one, unified voice™ and engage with Russia on “issues of mutual interest.”
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Wants to dramatically tighten subsidy payments to wealthy farmers. Has
opposed some programs to promote sale of agricultural products. Big backer of
free trade pacts, saying they open more markets for American farmers.

Would one create “Centers of Excellence” in each state to assure that pre-
kindergarten children get quality care and education. Defines public education
as a system “in which our public support for a child’s education follows that
child into the school the parent chooses.”

Will keep the Cuban embargo in place until Cuba releases all political pris-
oners unconditionally; legalizes all political parties. labor unions and free
media; and schedules elections. Promises to strengthen ties to other countries in
the region as long as countries “share our values.”

Says it would be a “grave mistake” to leave before al-Qaida is defeated.
Believes the U.S. troop surge is working and sets no firm timetables for U.S.
withdrawal. Expects U.S. combat involvement to end by 2013.

Says this is not the time for “unconditional” dialogue with Iranian leaders.
Instead, the U.S. must “bolster its regional military posture to make clear to
Iran our determination to protect our forces and deter Iranian intervention.”

Encourages peace talks with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, but
warns, “‘we must also ensure that Israelis can live in safety until there is a
Palestinian leadership willing and able to deliver peace.” Considers himself a
strong supporter of Israel and its right to self-defense.

Led Senate efforts to establish a “path to citizenship” for people in the coun-
try illegally. During the campaign, he has stressed the need for border security
first after conservatives criticized his stance.

Long-time supporter of more money for veterans’ health programs. Wants
to give more pay to veterans’ physicians, make veterans eligible for many
veterans’ health programs even after they are eligible for Medicare and
guarantee benefits to veterans exposed to radiation.

Would encourage competition by providing health care tax credits of $2,500
for individuals and $5,000 for families to offset the cost of coverage. Would
work with states to create a “Guaranteed Access Plan” for people having trou-
ble getting insurance. Would have government promote more walk-in access to
clinics in retail areas.

Says he “supports supplementing the current Social Security system with
personal accounts — but not as a substitute for addressing benefit promises that
cannot be kept.” Says the program needs a bipartisan fix, but has ruled out any
new taxes. Says Medicare badly needs better costs controls.

Backs a phased-in emissions reduction system that would bring emissions
levels down to 2005 levels by 2012. By 2050, they would be 60 percent below
1990 levels. Would create a cap and trade system for major polluters, though
small businesses would be exempt.

Offers a $300 million prize to improve battery technology that would lead to
development of plug-in hybrids or fully electric cars. Would promote building
45 new nuclear power plants by 2030. Supports offshore oil drilling unless an
individual state objects.

Would make most 2001 and 2003 tax cuts, due to expire Jan. 1, 2011,
permanent. Also wants to cut the corporate tax rate, now 35 percent, to 25 per-
cent,

Calls himself an enthusiastic free trader, and says the U.S. “should engage
in multilateral, regional and bilateral efforts to reduce barriers to trade, level the
global playing field and build effective enforcement of global trading rules.”
Wants to overhaul unemployment insurance laws, and create a program to bet-
ter retrain and relocate workers who have lost a job.

Says he will balance the budget by the end of his first term in 2013 with a
combination of spending cuts and changes in Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid, and by reducing spending as the Iraq war ends. Also vows to elimi-
nate congressional earmarks. Experts are skeptical he can balance the budget,
particularly since he wants to extend the tax cuts,

A longtime member of the Senate Armed Services Commitlee, taxpayer
watchdog groups have often praised him for criticizing waste and abuse in
Pentagon spending. He would increase the size of the Army and Marine Corps,
and reconfigure the services to reflect new global challenges. Generally oppos-
es funding the military with “emergency” legislation.

After Russia invaded Georgia, said. “We are all Georgians,” and has taken a
hard line against Russia. Warned, “The impact of Russian actions goes beyond
their threat to Democratic Georgia,” and urged multilateral pressure to get
Russia to stop its aggression,
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