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Islam Denounces Terrorism" 
H Parkland hosts seminar on author Harun Yahya 
By MEGAN OLSEN 

Prospectus Staff Wr/ter 

Park! and College and 

the Muslim Student Asso- 
ciation hosted a seminar, 
"Islam Denounces Ter- 

rorism," on author Harun 
Yahya last Wednesday, 
Jan. 24, in the flag lounge. 
Dr. Oktar Babuna and Dr. 
Ali Sadun, members of the 
Science Research Foun- 

dation of Istanbul, Tbrkey, 
spoke on behalf of the estab- 

i lished author, who has spent 
j his life struggling to express 
j and share his views with oth- 
i ers. 

[ Harun Yahya, or Adnan 

/ Oktar—his real name—has 
an ideology that has been 

/ recognized throughout the 
/ world. He has penned several 
/ books, which have been trans- 
/ lated into many languages, and 
/ a select few movies have been 
/ filmed that have been based 

upon his work. 
Within the body of "Islam 

Denounces Terrorism" are three 
main points that Mr. Yahya pushes. 
The first and most important one is 
that Islam is not a religion of terror. 
He asserts that terrorism is totally 
macceptable by Islamic standards— 

it breeches the core ideals of Islam 
which are love, mercy, and peace. These 
same key components are found in both 
Judaism and Christianity as well. 

"All of these three divine religions 
condemn killing. Therefore, there can 
be no Islamic terrorism anymore than 
Jewish and Christian terrorism," clari- 
fied Dr. Babuna. 

According to the Qur'an, killing 
innocent people is forbidden. Taking 
the lives of women, children, and the 
elderly—targets of terrorists—is unfor- 
givable. Furthermore, it also against 
Islam to kill oneself. Terrorists have no 

discrepancy with committing suicide. 
It is also against God's law in Islam to 
destroy property such as houses. Islam 
itself encourages its followers to do 

good deeds and to live in harmony. 
"It is simple. Either a person is a 

Muslim or a terrorist. There is no room 
to be both," Dr. Babuna stressed. 
Passages from the Qur'an have been 

misinterpreted by terrorists as justifi- 
cation for their deeds. It is due to that 
and the intentional blurring of the word 
'jihad' that has helped to add a bad rep- 
utation to Islam. 

"Jihad means 'struggle.' For instance, 
one of the most important jihads iden- 
tified in Islam is the internal struggle a 
person's lower self," said Dr. Babuna. 
"Jihad is considered to be positive in 
Islam, because it leads to growth." 
The second point that Mr. Yahya 

asserts is that there needs to be unifi- 
cation among people to end terrorism. 
Only the mutual cooperation of differ- 
ent religions such as Judaism, Islam, 
and Christianity will lead to peace. 
There has to be a combined effort to 

prevent war. This movement has to 
alter past ways of thinking that weap- 
ons, armies, and military strategies are 
a solution to terrorism. The only true 
answers to thwarting war according to 
his view point are to exercise tolerance 
and to properly educate future gener- 
ations. 
The third point of "Islam Denounces 

Terrorism" calls for an alteration in 
education as well. Yahya believes that 
humanity as a whole is teaching its chil- 
dren violence. He emphasizes that our 
cultures have become too materialis- 
tic and lack a spiritual focus. Addition- 
ally, the notions of constant struggle, as 
propagated by Darwinism, offer a false 
impression that life is constant con- 
flict. As such, our youth grow up with 
a misconception that fighting and kill- 
ing are 'normal' human behaviors and , 

are applicable responses to disagree- 
ments. The result is war, fascism, and 
terrorism fueled by men like Hitler 
and Stalin. 
"Terrorism is hatred and demands 

bloodshed," Mr. Babuna declares. "It 
stems from a disbelief in God and the 

See )s!am on page 3 



SpoMigM 
Prospectus 
The PrtKpecfus is a student publication, 
and Is published weekly during the Fall 
and Spring semesters, intermittently 
in summer. To contact the Parkland 

Prospectus- 
Phone: 217-351-2216, tax: 217-373-3835, 
e-mail: prospectus@parkland.edu, 
U.S. mail: Parkland College, Room X- 
155, 2400 W. Bradley Ave., Champaign, 
IL61821. 
URL: http://virtual.parkland.edu/pro- 
spectus 

Advertising 
Phone: 217-373-3876, fax: 217-373- 
3835, 
E-mail: prospectusads@parkland.edu, 
U.S. mail: same as above. 
- Advertising is accepted which is non- 
discriminatory and not in violation 
of any taws. The Prospectus reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising. 
Publication of advertising constitutes 
final acceptance. 

- Advertisers must verify ads for accu- 
racy. 
- The Prospecius deadline for alt adver- 
tising is 5 r.M. of the Wednesday imme- 
diately before the upcoming edition. 

Letters and Editorial Policy 
- Views expressed are opinions of staff 
and contributors and not necessar- 

ily that of the Prospectus or Parkland 
College. 

- The Prospectus welcomes tetters to the 
editor. We accept submissions from 
the Parkland community and the pub- 
lic. The editor will also consider origi- 
nal works of fiction and short writings 
if space is available. 

- The rules of correspondence: all sub- 
missions must be signed with a phone 
number and address. The Prospectus 
staff must verify the identity of tet- 
ter writers. Correspondence may be 
edited to accommodate the space 
requirements of the paper. The dead- 
line for all submissions is 12 p.m. of 
the Thursday immediately before the 
upcoming issue. 

Front Page photo credits: Top right— 
Fred Blocher/Konsos City Star fMCJ 

Staff 
Editor: Aaron Geiger 

Assistant Editor: Elten Schmidt 
< Photographers: Leah Zimmerman, Karyn 

Johner, Erika Porter 
Writers: Megan M. Olsen, Ingrid Rossi, 

Kelsey Hayes 
Contributing Writer Erik Pheifer 
Calendar/Events: Breanna Walden 

Cartoonist: Judy Seyb 
Intern: John Williams 
Advisor: John Eby 

Production Manager Travis Shoemaker 
Advertising/Business Manager Kate Kaput 

Vox Popuh (The Voice of the People) 
By AARON GEtGER 

Prospectus Ed/tor 

Cell phones are a privilege, 
not an extension of personal 
influence, and definitely not an 
organic appendage. 
After running a story in the 

Prospectus regarding driver 

safety, I was almost hit head-on 
by a young woman with a cell 
phone stuck to her face via her 
right hand, and a cigarette and 
the steering wheel was clasped 
by her left. She was cruising 
at a 30mph tempo, and liter- 

ally came within a foot of hit- 
ting me. I hit my horn, and she 
didn't even glance at me, and 
sped off to find a parking spot. 
The entire time, my vehicle was 
stationary. 
Two minutes later, I was walk- 

ing through the lot toward cam- 
pus, and I watched a student 
back out of a parking space 
while text-messaging. I'm seri- 
ous. He, too, sped off at a rather 
rash pace. 
I'm reminded of two semes- 

ters ago, when a hip-hop ring 
tone blared in class. The stu- 
dent stood up, walked towards 
the door, and answered the 

phone. He started talking 
before he even got out the door. 
The teacher didn't do anything, 
because he, too, said he needed 
the phone on "in case of emer- 
gency". He couldn't blame the 
student, because he had chosen 
to lead by a cellular example. 
What is the need for using 

Nextel bleeps in the library, 
computer labs, and, well, every- 
where? Since when has sharing 
an uninteresting conversation 
with strangers become vogue? 

Why do cell phone ringers have 
to be set to a volume that I find 

unbelievable, given the dimin- 
ishing size of cell phones? 

Cell phone etiquette is abso- 
lutely necessary, and I'm aston- 
ished that Parkland faculty and 
staff put up with the nonsense. 
I've walked into an area that 

specifically states, "TUrn off cell 
phones," and guess what? Some- 
body is standing there, talk- 

ing loudly on the phone, while a 
staff member politely waits for 
the student to finish their con- 
versation. Then said staff mem- 

ber politely asks how he/she 
may help the student. I guess I 
shouldn't be surprised, since I 

see facOlty walk through clouds 
of students' cigarette smoke 

JUSL HJ upcii UiC UUVi 

next to the "No Smok- 

ing Within 50 Feet" 

sign. 
This is my last week 

to work in retail, and 
I won't miss having 
a customer come to 

the register, piles of 
books in hand, while 
squawking nonsense 

into a phone smashed 
between their shoul- 
der and ear. Some- 
times I have to ask 

questions, and some- 
times I get strange 
looks that say, "How 
dare you interrupt my 
phone call?" Some- 

times a pre-teen child 
will tell their mom 

Ui UUU LU up LUC piiUiiC, 

because, "You're being rude to 
that man." 

Here's a short list of things 
that are ABSOLUTELY RUDE. 

1. When you're talking to 

somebody, whether it's your doc- 
tor, a sales clerk, your friend, or 
a stranger, do not answer a ring- 
ing cell phone. It has a neat fea- 
ture that will tell you who called, 
and it will even record that per- 
son's voice and a message that 

you can play over and over 
again, if you want it to. You can 
also call that person back. You 

may not be able to do the same 
to the person you just rudely cut 
off. 

2. Him off your cell phone in 
public areas, or at least set it to 
vibrate. Nobody wants to hear 
your ring tone, just like nobody 
really cares what your car sys- 
tem sounds like after the waves 
have passed through a loose, 
fiber-glass chassis at 120 deci- 
bels. 

3. It's one thing to have a quick 
conversation while driving on 
the highway, and it's another to 
dial numbers, send messages, 
and download ring tones while 
navigating urban streets. Did 

you not hear about the girl who 
killed a young man on his bike 
last year? She was download- 
ing ring tones—just for a split 
second—and hit him. That trag- 
edy happened in Champaign- 
Urbana. 

4. Unless you're a blue-collar 
worker out on assignment, lose 
the Nextel bleeps and chirps. 
Hands-down, that is the sin- 

gularly most irritating thing 
to hear. There is nothing posi- 
tive about your image that you 
are presenting, except that you 
don't care about anybody else 
except the other people you net- 
work with on your phone. 
Don't wait to experience an 

accident. Don't wait for some- 

body to tell you that you're rude. 
Lead by example. Most impor- 
tantly, turn the cell phone off, 
and see what's going on around 
you. 

Dollars and Sense from FinAid 
n Should I Apply for Financial Aid? 

By DONNA MAYER 

Prospectus Guest Wr/ter 

I don't think I'm eligible, so 
should I apply for financial aid? 

Yes! There are several rea- 
sons to submit a Free Applica- 
tion for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) to apply for financial 
aid, even though you think you 
won't be eligible. 

Students and parents often 
don't understand that guaran- 
teed student loans are a form of 
financial aid, and you must sub- 
mit a FAFSA in order to apply 
for one. There are three types 
of financial aid: grants that you 
don't have to pay back when you 
leave school, student loans that 
have to be paid back when you 

leave school, and Federal Work- 
Study that allows you to earn a 
regular paycheck while you go 
to school. You must submit a 
FAFSA to apply for any of these 
types of financial aid. 

Many scholarships from com- 
panies, organizations, and pri- 
vate donors require that you 
apply for federal student aid. It 
may not matter whether you're 
eligible for aid or not, but they 
will require that you apply. 
Maybe you weren't eligible 

for grants when you applied for 
financial aid before. The finan- 
cial situation in your family may 
have changed since then, or you 
may have a brother or sister 
in college now, which will help 
increase your chances of being 

eligible for financial aid. 
You may think you won't be 

eligible for financial aid because 
of the high amount of income 

in your household. If there has 
been a dramatic drop in income 
or any major change in the 

household financial situation, 
contact your financial aid office 
to find out if you qualify to apply 
for Special Circumstance that 
may help make you eiigible for 
some financial aid. 
ALWAYS apply for financial 

aid. Regardless of whether or 
not you think you're eligible for 
grants, apply for financial aid 
as soon as you (and your par- 
ents if you're a dependent stu- 
dent) complete your Federal 
tax returns for the previous 
year. Go online at httpV/www. 
fafsa.ed.gov/ and submit your 
FAFSA. Applying only takes a 
few minutes of your time and 
can increase your options for 
financing your college educa- 
tion. 
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scientific support of Darwin- 
ism's 'The Law of the Jungle.'" 

Overall feedback from the 
lecture was positive. 

"I originally saw Mr. Yahya's 
work, his videos, books, arti- 
cles, and voice recordings, and 
it was remarkable," commented 
Yousif Radeef, the president of 
the Muslim Student Associa- 

tion. "I thought that here was a 
way to clarify the name of Islam 
that has been blackened by the 
media of our era," said Radeef. 

"I hope that everyone at the 
presentation will know that 
Islam is not a violent ideology or 
religion. I want people to under- 
stand that Muslims have a right 
to live peacefully and safely. 
Islam is not the source of ter- 

rorism," said Radeef. 
Information.* www.tsiamde- 

nonncesterrorism.com; www. 

HamnYahya.com. 
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Off-campus bookstores offer 
alternatives for cash-starved students 

By STEVE ROSEN 

McC/atc/7y Newspapers (MC7) 

After paying college bills for nearly three 
years, I thought I was immune to practically 
any financial surprise. 
But then came a mid-January phone call 
from my oldest son who had moments ear- 
lier left the campus bookstore. 
His message was a stunner: An $875 bill to 
cover this semester's textbooks. 
Those words practically burned the cell 
phone in my hand as I pondered the quick 
derailment of his semester's budget. Not 
only was his bookstore tab about twice as 
much as he'd ever tallied, it knocked right 
out of the park the $807 annual average that 
students spend on books and supplies. 
Oh, if only he had heeded my oft-repeated 
advice in this column: Check out alterna- 
tives to the campus bookstore. 
In the past few years, the $7.7 billion text- 
book industry has experienced the brave 
new world of competition. A slew of com- 
panies, including Amazon.com and eBay, 
have gotten into the online textbook busi- 
ness with promises of being cheaper than 
the campus stores, which are supplied by a 
handful of large wholesalers. 
But there's another textbook option spring- 
ing up around the country that parents and 
students may be unfamiliar with. It's called 
Beat the Bookstore, and its off-campus 
storefront shops are in a growing number 
of communities—St. Louis; Austin, Texas; 
Tucson, Ariz.; Iowa City, Iowa; and Athens, 
Ga., to name a few. (For the complete list, go 
to www.beatthebookstore.com.) 

The brainchild of Mike Winward and his 
brother-in-law David Monk, the 4-year-old 
company started with a shop two blocks 
from the campus of Utah Valley State in 
Orem, Utah. Winward formerly worked for 
a textbook wholesaler, while Monk was a 
product manager in the high-tech industry. 
The owners' game plan was two-pronged: 
Serve the student by providing affordable 
textbooks for sale that will beat college- 
owned bookstore prices; and deliver top dol- 
lar on end-of-the-semester exchanges. 
"Students just want to be paid a decent 
value," Monk said in an interview. 
That concept caught on quickly with stu- 
dents, and the business has been branch- 
ing out ever since. Today there are 22 Beat 
the Bookstore locations—all but one are 
now franchises—with three more planned 
in early 2007. One of those is scheduled to 
open in April near the University of Kansas 
in Lawrence, while a franchise is also in the 
works near the University of Missouri cam- 
pus in Columbia. 

Ninety percent of the textbooks sold by Beat 
the Bookstore are used, and about 10 per- 
cent are new. The stores on average stock 
about 2,000 titles, so most books are usually 
in stock and in good condition. Volume is 
built by buying and selling books from stu- 
dents and from several suppliers, such as 
Amazon. 
The company also relies on its network of 
stores to trade books. If an economics text- 
book is no longer being used at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, for example, there might be a 
market for it at the University of Georgia. 
"That network is one of our advantages," 

Monk said. 
While Monk said the company guarantees 
being able to offer better prices than cam- 
pus stores, the bottom line for customers 

depends on the particular book and its con- 
dition. 
Beat the Bookstore is "not trying to be 
everything to everybody," he said. That's a 
strategy borrowed from Herb Kelleher, the 
legendary founder of Southwest Airlines 
who rocked the airline industry by pushing 
discount prices and top-notch customer ser- 
vice. 
In fact, Monk said, "We want to become the 
Southwest Airlines of the textbook industry. 
This industry is ripe for a change and it is 
only going to get more competitive." 
Clearly, if he is correct, it can only mean 
good news for cash-starved college stu- 

dents—and parents trying to stretch their 
education dollars. 

BE SMART ABOUT BUYING TEXT- 
BOOKS 

—Buy early: Plan ahead and avoid buying 
just before classes begin. 
—Buy used: Second-hand books offer the 
largest savings. 
—Consider older editions: If there have 
been no major updates to your subject, an 
older edition should be fine. 
—Use the ISBN for rapid searching: Every 
book published since 1970 has an Interna- 
tional Standard Book Number, which can be 
used to locate the exact book. 

(c) 2007, The Kansas City Star. 

Parktand Ptanetarium 

Friday, February 2: 
7:00 p.m.—Worid of Science 
Lecture-Dr. Angus Rockett 
8:00 p.m.—Spirits From the Sky, 
Thunder on the Land 
9:30 p.m.—Ladies and Gentle- 
men. . .The Doors! 

Saturday, February 3: 
7:00 p.m.—Foliowthe Drinking 
Gourd 
8:00 p.m.—Spirits From the Sky, 
thunder on the Land 
9:30 p.m.—Ladies and Gentie- 
men.. .The Doors! 

Parktand Theatre 

Friday, February 2 & Saturday, 
February 3: 
8:00 p.m.-Biack Coffee 

OpenAud/f/ons 
Sunday, February 4: 
1:00-3.*00 p.m.—Damn Yan- 
kees 

Monday, February 5; 
6:00-9:00 p.m.—Damn Yan- 

kees 

Parkiand Athietics 

Thursday, February 1; 
7:00 p.m.—Men's Basketball vs. 
Joliet 

Saturday, February 3: 
12:00 p.m.—Women's Basket- 
ball vs. Lincoln 
2:00 p.m.—Men's Basketball vs. 
Lincoln 

Wednesday, February 7: 
7:30 p.m.—Men's Basketball @ 
Illinois Central 

Btack History Month Events 
Friday, February 2: 
11:00-1:00 p.m.—Black Artists- 
Exhibit&Talk 

Library Reading Lounge 
Monday, February 5: 
11:00-1:00 p.m.—African- 
American Read-In 

Library Reading Lounge 
Tuesday, February 6: 
10:00-2:00 p.m.—Black Health 
Fair 

Gallery & Flag Lounges 
Wednesday, February 7: 
1:00-3:00p.m.—"The Cove- 

nant'-Student Discussion 
South Lounge 



TarMand 
Don't be scared of V-Day 
n Tips and info to help you celebrate without seeing too much red 

By LEAH ZIMMERMAN 

Prospectus Staff MWfer 

Valentine's Day, or rather the 
image of, has developed a bad 
rap over the years. It has been 
described as cheesy, industrial- 
ized, and is often referred to as 
the "Hallmark Holiday" or "Sin- 
gles Awareness Day". Many 
people complain that, "Love 

between people is celebrated 
all of the time," and, "Why does 
there need to be a holiday to 
show it?" Why do special gifts 
have to be bought or events 
have to happen on this one day, 
February 14, to show love for 
one another? And to those who 
have no special someone, Val- 
entines Day is a reminder that 
they are alone with no one to cel- 
ebrate this greeting card holi- 
day with. 
But according to Wikipedia, 

"February 14th was originally 
dedicated to two ancient mar- 

tyrs named Valentine." One— 
from Rome—was killed in AD 
269, and the other—from Temi— 
was killed in AD 197. It is spec- 
ulated that during the medieval 
period, rumors and legends 
about St. Valentine began. One 
such legend: "On the evening 
before Valentine was to be mar- 
tyred for being a Christian, he 
passed a love note to his jailer's 
daughter that read, 'From your 

Valentine.'" Another legend 
speaks of St. Valentine helping 
to arrange illegal marriages of 
Roman soldiers. 

Regardless, the "history, and 
the first traditional "Valentine" 
can be traced to the 15th cen- 
tury. 

Valentine's Day can be a spe- 
cial time to remember the love 
shared between two people. It 
reminds people to take a few 
moments out of their busy lives 
and acknowledge that special 
someone. It reminds them to 

appreciate all the things about 
they love about their signifi- 
cant other. This can be shown 
in a gesture, in a gift, or in sim- 
ple words. There is no writ- 
ten creed that proclaims that a 
card, candy, and flowers must 
be exchanged on February 14. 
For singles, it can be a day 

to celebrate being single—get- 
ting together with other sin- 
gle friends and celebrating Val- 
entines Day, enjoying the love 
between friends, or the love 
of being single. In elementary 
school kids pass out Valentines 
to their class. Valentine's Day 
can be a reminder to all ages to 
love one another and to remem- 
ber to show it once and a while. 
Like most holidays, expenses 

can be intimidating, but there 
are many ways to avoid the 
cheesy, over-the-top gestures 

America's romantic piaces 
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that have made Valentine's Day 
stressful and/or dreaded for 
many solos or pairs. 
There are many traditional 

and nontraditional ideas for sin- 
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Hey Guys! (and ladies...) 
Bookselling pros have suggestions for you 

By AARON GEIGER 

So you can't write? Do your 
carefuHy crafted poems sound 
like a song from a childhood 

sing-a-iong? Do you dislike 

sitting through long, sappy, 
romantic movies that feature 
scores of bleeding violins and/ 
or a twinkle-eyed blonde that 
must fulfill her boring dead- 
end life with a man that doesn't 
seem to exist? 
Whether you need a gift for 

a host at a Valentine party, 
or you're a guy that wants to 
hear your name in the same 
sentence as the word Renais- 
sance, here are a few sug- 
gestions on romance novels, 
brought to you by the book- 
selling staff at Pages For All 

Ages independent bookstore 
in Savoy, Illinois. 

1. The Time Traveler's Wife by 
Audrey Niffennegger 
2. The Notebook by Nicholas 
Sparks 
3. Gone With The Wind by 
Margaret Mitchell 
4. Outlander by Diana Gabal- 
don 
5. Boy Next Door by Meg 
Cabot 
6. jemima j by Jane Green 
7. Simply Sensual by Carly 
Phillips 
8. Cornered Tigress by Jade 
Lee 
9. Pleasure Seekers by 
Rochelle Alers 
10. Summer of Roses by 

Luanne Rice 
11. The Shell Seekers by Rosa- 
munde Pilcher 
12. Tongue in Chic by Chris- 
tina Dodd 
13. What a Woman Wants by 
Brenda Jackson 
14. Conspiracy Game by Chris- 
tine Feehan 
15. The Secret by Julie Gar- 
wood 
16. 16 Lighthouse Road by 
Debbie Macomber 
17. Bachelor List by Jane 
Feather 
18. Someone to Watch Over 
Me by Judith Mcnaught 
19. Undead and Unwed by 
MaryJanice Davidson 
20. Amanda by Kay Hooper 
21. Highland Brogue by 
Elspeth Macpherson 

gles or couples that can fit the 
students' budget and still be fun 
and/or romantic. 

Surprise that special some- 
one with an indoor—or if you're 
brave enough—an outdoor pic- 
nic. Cook up delicious breakfast 

foods, or their personal favor- 
ite with flower petals sprinkled 
over a blanket and glowing can- 
dles to set the mood. 

Feeling creative? Put together 
a scavenger hunt leading to a 
special spot. Write up clever 
clues and drop them around 
town or a home. The destina- 
tion can be that candlelit picnic 
or a sweet message written in 
chocolates kisses, flower petals, 
candles, candy hearts or some- 
thing alternative like fruit roll 
ups, pennies or Cheetos. It can 
be some lit candles and some 
slow music to sway back and 
forth to. 
Other inexpensive ideas are 

making gifts for each other— 
whether it be a mix CD, home- 
made candy, or cookies (easy 
recipes available online)—or 
even a traditional heart-shaped 
valentine. 
Ted Powers, Parkland psy- 

chology professor, recom- 

mends ordering a heart-shaped 
pizza from Gracias. He and his 
wife celebrate by rushing the 
kids off to bed so they can enjoy 
some dinner and "snuggling" on 
the special day. Last year Pow- 
ers picked up a puppy for his 
wife. 
Powers and Tom Schnarre, 

Parkland English professor, 
agree that the most fun they 
had on Valentines Day was par- 
tying with a bunch of their sin- 
gle friends. Powers went to a 
singles-only "Massacre Valen- 
tines Day Party" and had a blast. 
Schnarre said he wasn't into the 
celebration much, but he had 
a lot of fun getting dressed up, 
going out to dinner, and par- 
tying it up afterward with his 
single friends. An inexpensive 
twist on the idea is having a pot- 
luck style dinner. 
So even if this Valentines Day 

is looking a little lonesome, it's 
still possible to have a great 
time without a honey. Just take 
the advice of two of our very 
own Parkland professors and 
have fun, even if you have a 
tight budget. 



Mationa! Mews 
Today's student travelers start younger and go farther 

By JAY CLARKE 
McC/afcfiy Newspapers fMCT) 

Tracy Ann Foley loves to 

travel, and she does it the old- 
fashioned way—backpacking. 
But her travel style—and those 
of other college-age youths 
today—is definitely cutting- 
edge. 
Unlike the backpacking trav- 

elers of earlier generations, 
who stuck mostly to Western 
Europe, Foley ranges far afield. 
She has trekked through East- 
ern Europe, Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand—and so have 

many of her peers. 
Visiting such nontraditional 

destinations is a growing phe- 
nomenon among today's young 
travelers. Yes, they still love the 
old favorites—London, Paris, 
Amsterdam and Rome—but 
then they reach beyond. They 
head for Eastern Europe, espe- 
cially Croatia, say editors at the 
popular Let's Go student travel 
guidebooks. They go to Africa 
and Asia, to South America and 
Oceania. Thanks to cheap fares? 
they're as likely to jet around 
a continent as take the train. 

They book their trips online, not 
through a travel agency, and 
they keep in touch with home 
via text messages, not post- 
cards. 
"Not only are today's youth 

more technologically savvy 
than most adults, they are also 
more likely to be willing to 

travel to places that may have 
intimidated older generations," 
said Debbie Gibb, marketing 
director of the nonprofit Stu- 
dent and Youth Travel Associa- 
tion (SYTA.) 
"We've seen a large growth in 

nontraditional travel—adven- 
ture and volunteer travel," said 
Kristen Celko, vice president of 
marketing for STA Travel, one 
of the largest youth-travel com- 
panies. "They go to Costa Rica 
for a conservation project, to 
Africa to help in orphanages, to 
China to work with pandas." 
The helping-others trend 

extends to spring break. 

"Today's kids are more conser- 
vative than the 1990s partyers," 
says Michael Palmer, executive 
director of SYTA. "There are 
fewer party trips, more educa- 
tional and multipurpose trips. I 
have a 21-year-old daughter who 
went on spring break to New 
Orleans to do Katrina cleanup. 
There are more of those kinds 
of spring breaks, and both par- 
ents and kids want them." 
Altruism may motivate some 

youths, but whether it's spring 
or summer, many travel for no 
other reason than to enjoy them- 
selves and get some cultural 

exposure in the process. 
That's the point behind tours 

from Contiki, which takes more 
than 100,000 youths abroad 

annually to destinations that 

range as far away as Austra- 
lia and as exotic as Egypt. But 
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Europe is by far the most pop- 
ular locale, says Frank Marini, 
Contiki's president. 

Contiki is different from 
most college-age programs in 
that its group tours take partic- 
ipants aged 18 to 35. "It's about 
half and half older and younger, 
with the average age about 25," 
said Marini. Packages include 
lodging, transportation, most 

meals and a lot of free time. A 
two-week European Discov- 

ery trip, which goes to London, 
Paris, Lucerne, Venice, Flor- 

ence, Munich and Amsterdam, 
starts at $1,550 land only in the 
off season, Marini says. 
Most youths aged 18-26, how- 

ever, travel independently, says 
Palmer, executive director of 
SYTA. Many are like Foley, who 
has traveled with companions 
but doesn't mind going it alone. 
"You can change plans when- 
ever without disrupting oth- 

ers, you get to see things that a 
group doesn't," said Foley, who 
is 26 and lives in Canton, Mass. 
"You also learn to handle unex- 

pected situations by yourself 
and you test your limits." 

Hostels are tne lodging ot 

choice for most backpackers, 
and they too have changed over 
the years. "Today's hostels have 
Internet cafes and WiFi. Old 

barracks-type places are falling 
away; new hostels provide indi- 
vidual rooms or those that sleep 
four at most," said Palmer. 
Foley said she paid an aver- 

age of about $20 a night in Euro- 
pean hostels, much less in Asia. 
But she also splurged ($40) on 
one in Italy that was "nicer than 
a hotel." Overall, she admits 
spending more than other back- 
packers, "about $50 to $60 a day. 
That's pretty high." 
Most students visiting Europe 

travel by rail, but pricing has 
become more convoluted this 

year. Where once there was a 

single Eurailpass, now there 
are dozens of options, one of 
which is that the issuers may 
change prices during the year. 
In addition to the basic Eurail- 

pass, most European countries 
now offer their own railpasses, 
so there are dozens of passes out 
there. Result: young travelers 
need to have a very good idea 
where they want to go before 
commiting to a railpass. 
Pass prices for 2007 have 

increased slightly from 2006, 
perhaps 1 or 2 percent. For 

youths planning to visit a few 
countries, the Eurail Select 
Youth Pass is a good option, as 

it offers travel between three to 
five bordering countries. Sam- 
ple prices: one person riding 
trains to three bordering coun- 
tries for five days within two 
months, $264; 10 days travel, 
$397. Prices higher for more 
countries, more days of travel. 

Rail Europe's Web site, www. 
raileurope.com, also lists spe- 
cial promotions and links to 

such sites as www.myisic.com, 
where students can obtain the 

700 students on each of three 

long voyages per year. Around- 
the-world journeys are given in 
fall and spring, a shorter voy- 
age to one region in summer. 
Classes are held on board every 
day at sea, but students get to 
explore ports of call all over the 
world. The prestigious Univer- 
sity of Virginia is its academic 
sponsor. 
Costs are high—$17,000- 

$18,000 for the longer voyages, 
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all-important student identity 
card ($22), which gets youths 
discounts to museums and other 

facilities, and to www.hostel- 

world.com, where one can book 
hostels. 
This kind of travel is best for 

college-age youths, as few kids 
under 18 go on independent 
trips anywhere. They travel in 
supervised groups, and their 
numbers also are on the rise. 
Not only that. "Kids are trav- 

eling at an earlier age than 

any in the past—even under 10 

years old," said Palmer. Eighth 
graders are tops in sheer num- 
bers of young travelers, he said. 
Most under-18s travel domesti- 

cally, the favorites being Wash- 
ington, New York and Orlando. 
Two forms of educational 

travel for collegians haven't 

changed much: Semesters 

abroad and seagoing schooling. 
Many students get their first 

taste of foreign stays when they 
take a semester of courses at a 

European university. Typically, 
this is offered by many Ameri- 
can schools and comes between 

students' junior and senior 

years. 
Semester at Sea, which has 

been offering educational cruis- 
ing for many years, takes up to 

says the company's Lauren 

Heinz—but she says Semes- 
ter at Sea offers a tot of finan- 
cial aid. Next summer, the ship 
will do a 65-day voyage to Latin 
America, its first to that region. 
Now Semester at Sea is get- 

ting a competitor Scholar Ship. 
This new company, backed by 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line, 
will make its first voyage next 

September. "We have two pro- 
grams," said Scholar Ship's Ron- 
ald Zighelboim, "one for under- 
graduates, one for graduates." 
The ship will take 600 students 

and six colleges are involved: 
the University of California 
at Berkeley, plus universities 
in China, Australia, Mexico, 
Morocco and Ghana. Scholar 

Ship's price for its 112-day Sep- 
tember sailing to Europe and 
Asia is $19,950. 
Wherever students go, how- 

ever they go, the idea is the 
same: To come home a little 
more worldly, mature and con- 
fident. But wisdom isn't all they 
may find, it seems. Cupid often 
joins the trip. 
"Love? We find love all the 

time," said Contiki's Marini. 

(c) 2007, The Miami Herald. 



WoUd Mews 
U S. soldiers were abducted, then executed in Karbala 

By LEtLA FADEL 

McC/afchy Newspapers (MC7) 

KARBALA, Iraq—Four 
American soldiers, whom the 
U.S. military originally reported 
were killed when unknown gun- 
men stormed an Iraqi provin- 
cial office in Karbala last Satur- 

day, were in fact taken hostage 
and later executed by their kid- 
nappers, military officials said 
Friday. 
The abducted soldiers were 

discovered, with shots to the 
head, when five Chevrolet Sub- 
urbans used in the attack were 
found abandoned, their doors 

open, near the city of Hilla hours 
after the attack. Hilla is about 24 
miles from Karbala. 

Military officials offered no 
explanation for why the men 
originally were reported as hav- 
ing died "repelling the attack." 
The Pentagon named the men in 
a news release on TUesday and 
said they'd died "from wounds 
sustained when their patrol was 
ambushed while conducting dis- 
mounted operations." 
That release identified the 

dead as 1st Lt. Jacob N. Fritz, 
25, of Verdon, Neb., Spc. Johna- 
than B Chism, 22, of Gonzales, 
La., Pfc. Shawn P. Falter, 25, of 
Cortland, N.Y., and Pvt. Johna- 
thon M. Millican, 20, of Traf- 
ford, Ala. All four were assigned 
to the 2nd Battalion, 377th Para- 
chute Field Artillery Regiment, 
4th Brigade Combat Team, 25th 
Infantry Division, based at Fort 
Richardson, Alaska. 
Another news release identi- 

fied a fifth man killed as Capt. 
Brian S. Freeman, 31, of Tem- 
ecula, Calif. The military said 
he died "of wounds suffered 
when his meeting area came 
under attack by mortar and 
smalls arms fire." Freeman 

was assigned to the 412th Civil 
Affairs Battalion, Whitehall, 
Ohio. 

Lt. Col. Todd Vician, a Pen- 
tagon spokesman, said that the 
Pentagon news release was 

"based on information provided 
by the Army." Lt. Col. Scott 

Bleichwehl, the U.S. military 
spokesman in Baghdad, didn't 
respond to e-mails and phone 
calls seeking an explanation. 

Iraqi police officials in recent 
days have portrayed the Sat- 

urday raid as a major breach 
of security. A police official in 
Hilla told McClatchy Newspa- 
pers on Monday that one of the 
vehicles used in the attack car- 
ried a license plate stolen from a 
car of Iraq's minister of trade. 

New details indicated that 
the attackers spoke English 
and posed as Americans to get 
past Iraqi security in one of 
the most sophisticated oper- 
ations against American sol- 

diers since the Iraq war began 
in 2003. They apparently were 
well enough informed about the 

sible use of explosives to destroy 
the military vehicles in the com- 
pound suggests that the attack 
was well rehearsed prior to exe- 
cution," Bleichwehl was quoted 
as saying. "The attackers went 
straight to where Americans 
were located in the provincial 
government facility, by-pass- 

wounding three, the statement 
said. 
After about 15 minutes, the 

gunmen snatched four soldiers 
and fled toward Babel province. 
As they passed a checkpoint 
into the province, police in the 
area grew suspicious and gave 
chase. 

(clockwise from upper left) Spc. Johnathan B. Chism, 22, of Gonzales, Louisiana; 
Pvt. Johnathon M. Miltican, 20, of Trafford, Alabama; 1st Lt. Jacob N. Fritz, 25, 
of Verdon, Nebraska; Pfc. Shawn P. Falter, 25, of Cortland, New York. 
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compound, known as the Pro- 
vincial Joint Coordination Cen- 

ter, that they went directly to 
where the Americans were in 
the compound, attacking with 
a barrage of grenades and ride 
fire. Three American Humvees 
were destroyed. 
"The precision of the attack, 

the equipment used and the pos- 

ing the Iraqi police in the com- 
pound." 
At the main building, soldiers 

heard the explosions coming 
from in the compound and tried 
to defend themselves. One gre- 
nade was tossed into the com- 
mand center where the pro- 
vincial police chief's office is 

housed, killing one soldier and 

They found the five abandoned 
vehicles, doors still open, near 
the town of al Mahawil, east of 
the Euphrates River. Inside one 
vehicle two soldiers were hand- 
cuffed together and shot in the 
head. A third soldier, also shot 
in the head, was found sprawled 
on the ground. A fourth soldier 
was found wounded and died as 

Iraqi police rushed him to the 
hospital, the statement said. 
The U.S. statement on Friday 

did not identify any of the sol- 
diers by name or say who was 
suspected in the attack. A guard 
at the coordination center told 

McClatchy Newspapers that all 
the guards there are now under 
investigation. 
The guard, who asked not to 

be identified because he also 
is a suspect, said he'd handed 
his weapon to the attackers 
and allowed the men into the 

compound because they were 
dressed in American military 
uniforms, spoke English and 
were using interpreters. He 
said it was customary not to 

challenge Americans. 
Babel police spokesman Capt. 

Muthana Ahmed told McClatchy 
Newspapers on Monday that 

the attackers had first gathered 
weapons at the police headquar- 
ters in Karbala before attacking 
the provincial compound. U.S. 
Humvees are now stationed 
at the police headquarters and 
Iraqi police commandoes are 
-now providing security at both 
the police headquarters and the 
provincial headquarters. 
Hula police cruet Maj. Hen. 

Qais al-Maamuri told McClatchy 
Newspapers that five vehicles 
used in the attack were found on 

Saturday and two vehicles were 
found the next morning. 
Al-Maamuri said one of the 

vehicles bore a license plate 
registered to Iraq's minister of 
trade, Abdul Falah al-Sudani, a 
Shiite who belongs to the Dawa 
party whose members include 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. 
But it was unclear how the plate 
might have become attached to 
the vehicle. A spokesman for al- 
Sudani, who lives in the heavily 
fortified Green Zone in Bagh- 
dad, denied that the plate had 
been stolen. 
Al-Maamuri also said that 

police do not know how the 
attackers obtained military uni- 
forms or IDs, but said that own- 
ership documents had been 
found in two of the vehicles. 
Al-Maamuri said the cars 

had come to Karbala along the 
road leading from Najaf, where 
anti-American cleric Muqtada 
al-Sadr is headquartered. He 
noted they were unchallenged 
until they entered Babel prov- 
ince. 

(c) 2007, McClatchy-Tribune 
Information Services. 



Diversity 
Same-sex households forming new family portrait 

By DOROTHY KORBER 

McC/atc/iy Newspapers (MC7) 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—Mar- 
garet Maddy Condon-Lorenz 

grins at her reflection in the 
picture window and cocks an 
eyebrow. "The story of how I 
came to be in a house with two 

dads," the 12-year-old says with 
aplomb, "is kind of a miracle." 
Giggly and charming, Maddy 

is the cherished princess of her 
Elk Grove, Calif., family: gay 
dads Ed Condon and Norman 

Lorenz, and her little brother, 
Tim. Maddy's adoption in 1995 
was the first for a gay couple in 
Sacramento County, making her 
both a pioneer and a poster child 
for same-sex parenting. 
"Maddy makes up for the 

lack of females in this house," 
Lorenz says affectionately 
as his daughter dances off to 
change clothes—again. 
The news last month of the 

pregnancy of Mary Cheney, 
the vice president's lesbian 

daughter, focused attention on 
a national trend: the number of 

gay and lesbian parents is on the 
rise. 

sociologists tracKing tins say 
that children of these house- 
holds tend to be as well-adjusted 
and successful as offspring 
from heterosexual households. 

By some measures, they are 
faring better. 

"It's pretty consistent—the 

overwhelming finding is that 
the children are fine," accord- 
ing to Judith Stacey, a sociology 
professor at New York Univer- 
sity and a leading researcher in 
the area of gender and family. 
"And there are some findings of 
certain positive characteristics 
among them: self-esteem, pop- 
ularity, warmer relationships 
with parents. 
"These advantages have to do 

with the obvious fact that these 
are very desired children. They 
are unbelievably wanted." 

That's clearly the case for 

Maddy and Tim. 
Life isn't always perfect for 

these families—kids and par- 
ents alike have faced hazing 
and condemnation by outsid- 
ers. But, within the family cir- 
cle, there is abundant love and 
acceptance. 
For them, having two dads or 

two moms is perfectly normal. 
Even, as Maddy says, kind of a 
miracle. 

Condon and Lorenz—their 
kids call them Daddy Ed and 
Daddy Norman—have been a 

couple for 25 years. Condon is 
executive director of the Cali- 
fornia Head Start Association 
and Lorenz is a consultant with 
the state Department of Edu- 
cation. Previously, they owned 
several Montessori schools in 
the region. 

After a dozen years together, 
the men realized they wanted to 
be parents. In the course of their 

inquiries into adoption, a preg- 
nant woman sought them out. 
She was Maddy's birth mother. 

"Out of the blue, she asked if we 
would like to adopt her child," 

know," she says. "They're, like, 
OK with it. But a lot of other peo- 
ple assume I have a mom. I just 
say: 'No, I have two dads.'" 
Her friends' mothers often 

treat her like another daughter. 
"It's sweet of them and good 

for Maddy," Condon says. "Rais- 
ing a girl has been a different 
kind of journey for us. It's inter- 
esting—we've found that par- 
ents of boys are more guarded 
with us than parents of girls. It's 
a good thing we had our daugh- 
ter first—we're more confident 
now. Maddy blazed the way." 
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Lorenz recalls. "We matched up 
with her in January of 1994. In 
March, Maddy was bom." 
Maddy's two dads were in the 

delivery room. 
"Then they took me home in a 

convertible," Maddy announces 
with mock astonishment. "A 
convertible!" 
Condon took four months off 

from work to care for the new- 
born. 

"I'd never been left with a 

baby in my life. At noon on the 
first day, I called Norman and 
said: You've got to come home!' 
I was very needy as a new 

mother." He laughs. "My post- 
partum anxiety was quite real." 
Tim, who is 9, joined the 

family in 1998 when he was 18 
months old. 

Perhaps Condon was anxious 
at first, but today both men are 
relaxed fathers. They say, and 
the children agree, that having 
gay parents has not proved to be 
a problem—or even an issue— 
for the kids. 

Maddy says people sometimes 
are a little confused, however. 
"Almost all my friends already 
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Ask them about their futures, 
and the Condon-Lorenz kids 
sound like a typical boy and girl. 
Tim: "I wanted to be a policeman 
and a fireman, but now I think I 
only want to be a policeman. It's 
too hard to be both." Maddy: "I 
want to be an ER nurse and a 
hair stylist. And an actor." 
As for her own gender iden- 

tity, Maddy has no doubts, 
according to Lorenz: "She's very 
clearly told us, I am straight.' 
Maddy loves boys." 

"I do," confirms Maddy, still 
nodding earnestly at her reflec- 
tion in the window. "I love 

boys." 
Terra Mikalson loves girls. 

And that has nothing to do, she 
says, with her mother's lesbian- 
ism. 

At 17, Terra is as slim and 

poised as a ballerina. She and 
her brother Skyler—a cud- 

dly, precocious 8-year-old—live 
with their two moms on a quiet 
street near downtown Wood- 
land. The street may be quiet, 
but the small house often rocks 
with laughter. 
Five years ago, Poshi Mikal- 

son—the children's biological 
mother—ended her straight 
marriage and came out as a les- 
bian at age 41. She fell in love 
with Reed Walker, who has a 
grown son from her own mar- 

riage, and the two women began 
building a life together. 
For Terra, the hardest thing 

about that transitional time was 
not her parents' divorce. Nor 
the news that her mother was a 
lesbian. Nor her own realization 
that she herself was a lesbian. 
The hardest thing was the bul- 

lying of another student at her 
junior high, a boy whose relent- 
less hazing made her dread 
school and even contemplate 
suicide. 

"I went off to junior high and I 
was very open about myself and 
all into my rainbow stuff," Terra 
says. "I didn't realize that peo- 
ple wouldn't want to be friends 
with me. A lot of girls avoided 
me. And one boy harassed me 
every single day for six months. 
Not because my mom was a les- 
bian—that was an afterthought. 
It was because I was a lesbian." 

Listening to her daughter, 
Poshi Mikalson's eyes fill with 
tears. 

&ne was ostracizea, says 
Mikalson. "She was shunned. 
Once she told me about it, I got 
on the phone to the principal and 
he handled it very well. But who 
was the problem here? Not the 
gay student. The problem was 
the homophobic students and 
the teachers who turned their 
heads." 
Now that Terra is in high 

school, things have mellowed 
and her confidence has grown. 
She and her mother both bri- 

dle at the suggestion that Terra 
is gay because Poshi Mikalson 
is gay. 

"First of all, she was showing 
signs of being lesbian before 
I ever came out," her mother 
says. "It's not a choice—it's who 

you are. And, if having a lesbian 
mother makes a lesbian daugh- 
ter, so what? By even raising 
the question is to suggest that 
there's something wrong with 
being gay. Do you ask straight 
parents why their kids are 

straight?" 
Terra and Skyler, who both 

visit their father regularly, 
see the benefits of living in 
this unconventional but loving 
home. 

"I think Skyler is really lucky," 
Terra says. "He's being raised 
by Mom and me and Reed, and 
he's able to knit and still fart at 

the dinner table!" 
In a townhouse on the out- 

skirts of Davis, there's another 
dinner table. This one overflows 
with textbooks, papers, com- 

puter gear, and a huge canister 
of red licorice. Beside it is a card 
table with a partly finished, dev- 
ilishly difficult jigsaw puzzle. 
The companionable juxtapo- 

sition of the two tables says a 
lot about the relationship of Sha- 
ron McDonnell and her 16-year- 
old daughter, Shannon. A high 
school junior, Shannon is awash 
in the homework of a full sched- 
ule of honors classes. So her 
mother does the puzzle nearby. 
Neither mother nor daughter 

knows the identity of the donor 
whose sperm impregnated Sha- 
ron. 

"I was in a long-term rela- 
tionship with a woman, and we 
decided to co-parent," McDon- 
nell says. "We had Shannon— 
and then a year later the rela- 

tionship ended." 
McDonnell's ex co-adopted 

Shannon six years ago; the 
two women share custody. So 
Shannon has two single-parent 
moms. 

ivicuonnen, is, came out as a 

lesbian at 20. Her own parents, 
who reared a big family on a 
Rancho Murrieta turkey farm, 
discouraged her from parent- 
hood. 

"They were very adamant 
that I shouldn't have a child— 
but I am stubborn and I wanted 
a child, so I did it." She smiles at 
her daughter. "Now they adore 
Shannon." 
Asked about the difference 

between same-sex parent- 
ing and heterosexual parent- 
ing, McDonnell shrugs. "Other 
than the concern that someone 
would harm your child because 

her parents are gay, I don't think 
there are any differences. We 
love this kid. Like other parents, 
we want to give her everything 
she needs." 
Shannon believes that her 

unusual family has made her 
very tolerant of other people's 
differences. It's an attribute 

many children of gays and les- 
bians share, researchers find. 

"It's made me more open- 
minded," says Shannon. "I can 
see how things are different, 
from one family to another. 

But really not all that different, 
after all." 

(c) 2007, The Sacramento Bee 

(Sacramento, Calif.). 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 
11.18.25 

12am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

8am Classic Arts Showcase 

5pm Parkland Announcements 
5:30pm Cooking Around the 
World 

6pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Blue Ridge 
6:30pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Villa Grove 
7pm Parkland Report: Senegal 
Travel-Study Course 
7:30pm Parkland Voice: Entre- 
preneurial Leadership 
8pm For Arts Sake: Malcolm 
Mobutu Smith 

8:30pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Blue Ridge 
9pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Villa Grove 
9:30pm Parkland Report: Sene- 
gal Travel-Study Course 
10pm Parkland Voice: Entrepre- 
neurial Leadership 
10:30pm Classic Arts Showcase 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 
12.19.26 

12am This Legacy is Yours, 
Local Black History, Archives 
lam Local Black History: The 
Community, Archives 
1:30am Parkland Voice: Black 
History Month 
2am Live & Learn: Community 
Ed Programs 
2:30am Guten Thg: Beginning 
German, Lesson 4 
3:00am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

8am This Legacy is Yours, Part 
1, Local Black History 
9am Local Black History: The 

Community 
9:30am Parkland Voice: Black 

History Month 
10am Live and Learn: Commu- 

nity Education 
10:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 4 
11am Classic Arts Showcase 

12pm This Legacy is Yours, Part 
1, Local Black History 
lpm Local Black History: The 
Community, Archives 
1:30pm Parkland Voice: Black 
History Month 
2pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
3pm The Power of Non Vio- 
lence: Arun Gandhi 

4pm Accounting Telecourse 
5pm Parkland Announcements 
5:30pm Cooking Around the 
World: Italian 

6pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
6:30pm Parkland Threads: Soc- 
cer & Softball 

7pm Surrounded By Science: 
Vet Science & Technology 
7:30pm Parkland Voice: 3-D 

Landscape Design 
8pm For Arts Sake: Watercolor 
Invitational '05 

8:30pm Parkland Threads: Soc- 
cer & Softball 

9pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
9:30pm Parkland Report: Civic 
Engagement 
10pm We Are All on the Same 
Team: Early Childhood 
10:30pm Classic Art Showcase 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 
13,20,27 

12 am This Legacy is Yours, Part 
2, Local Black History 
lam Local Black History: The 
Businesses, Archives 
1:30am Parkland Voice: Entre- 

preneurial Leadership 
2am Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
2:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 5 
3am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

8am Accounting Telecourse 
9am Local Black History: The 
Businesses 
9:30am Parkland Voice: Entre- 
preneurial Leadership 
10am Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
10:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 5 
11am Classic Arts Showcase 

12pm This Legacy is Yours, Part 
2, Local Black History 
lpm Local Black History: The 
Businesses, Archives 
1:30pm Parkland Voice: Entre- 
preneurial Leadership 
2pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 

2:30pm Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 5 
3pm Classic Arts Showcase 
4:30pm Dollars & Sense: D. 

Miller, J. Solon, M. Jackson 
5pm Parkland Announcements 
5:30pm Cooking Around the 

World: American BBQ 
6pm Children Explore Science: 
Early Childhood 
6:30pm Parkland Voice: Alter- 
native Spring Break 
7pm Surrounded By Science: 
Physics Van 
7:30pm Parkland Voice: Entre- 
preneurial Leadership 
8pm For Arts Sake: Red Threads 
Project 
8:30pm Parkland Threads: Auto- 
motive tips 
9pm International Magazine, 
English Version 
9:30pm International Magazine, 
German Version 

10pm Children Explore Science, 
Early Childhood 
10:30pm Classic Arts Showcase 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
7,14,21,28 

12am Challenge, Support, 
Achieve: Personal Stories 
lam Local Black History: Edu- 
cation, Archives 
1:30am Parkland Voice: 3-D 

Landscape Design 
2am Parkland Report: Senegal 
TYavel-Study Course 
2:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 6 
3am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

8am Challenge, Support, 
Achieve: Personal Stories 
9am Local Black History: Edu- 
cation, Archives 
9:30am Parkland Voice: 3-D 

Landscape Design 
10am Parkland Report: Senegal 
Travel-Study Course 
10:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 6 
11am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

12pm Challenge, Support, 
Achieve: Personal Stories 
lpm Local Black History: Edu- 
cation, Archives 
1:30pm Parkland Voice: 3-D 

Landscape Design 
2pm Parkland Report: Senegal 
TYavel-Study Course 
2:30pm Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 6 
3pm Accounting Telecourse 
4pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
4:30pm Dollars & Sense: Peter 
Fox, Paul Tatman 
5pm Parkland Announcements 
5:30pm Cooking Around the 
World: Caribbean Cuisine 

6pm Highly Usable Music: Early 
Childhood 

6:30pm Parkland Voice: Signifi- 
cant Learning 
7pm Surrounded By Science: 
Forensics 

7:30pm Parkland Voice: 3-D 

Landscape Design 
8pm For Arts Sake: Ceramics, 
2006 

8:30pm Parkland Threads: Gal- 
lery, Theatre, Planet'm 
9pm Live and Learn: Commu- 
nity Education 
9:30pm Parkland Report: Study 
Abroad 

10pm Highly Usable Music: 
Early Childhood 
10:30pm Classic Arts Showcase 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 
1,8,15,22 

12am Classic Arts Showcase 
lam Local Black History: The 
Arts 

1:30am Parkland Voice: Center 
for Academic Success 
2am Parkland Report: Senegal 
Travel-Study Course 
2:30am Guten Thg: Beginning 
German, Lesson 7 
3am Classic Arts Showcase 
o:juam farKianu Announce- 

ments 

8am Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Blue Ridge 
8:30am Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Villa Grove 
9am Local Black History: The 
Arts, Archives 
9:30am Parkland Voice: Center 
For Academic Success 
10am Parkland Report: Senegal 
Travel-Study Course 
10:30am Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 7 
11am Classic Arts Showcase 

12pm Accounting Telecourse 
lpm Local Black History: The 
Arts 

1:30pm Parkland Voice: Center 
For Academic Success 
2 pm Parkland Report Senegal 
Travel-Study Course 
2:30pm Guten Tag: Beginning 
German, Lesson 7 
3 pm Classic Art Showcase 

4:30pm Dollars & Sense: Doug 
Mills, Greg Lykins 
5 pm Parkland Announcements 

5:30pm Cooking Around the 
World TBA 

6pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Blue Ridge 
6:30pm Parkland Challenge: St. 
Thomas More v Villa Grove 

7pm Parkland Report: Senegal 
TYavel-Study Course 
7:30pm Parkland Voice: Entre- 
preneurial Leadership 
8pm For Arts Sake: Malcolm 
Mobutu Smith 
8:30 Parkland Challenge: St 
Thomas More v Blue Ridge 
9pm Parkland Challenge: St 
Thomas More v Villa Grove 
9:30pm Parkland Report: Sene- 

gal Travel-Study Course 
10pm Parkland Voice: Entrepre- 
neurial Leadership 
10:30pm Classic Arts Showcase 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 9, 
16,23 

12am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

7am Accounting Telecourse 
8am Classic Arts Showcase 

5pm Parkland Announcements 
6pm Classic Arts Showcase 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 
10,17,24 

12am Classic Arts Showcase 
6:30am Parkland Announce- 
ments 

8am Parkland Telecourse 

5pm Parkland Announcements 
6pm Classic Arts Showcase 



S O W L SUPER 

B< ̂ CO 

S-w 

ygwdkMP! 

SUPER BOWL 

B ! CO 

Tew** 

?ngaw* 

-CrMtC^ 

BOWL 

CO 
Footbat) fan or not, here's 
a game everyone can ptay 

B* B*wa* Bw 

THE RULES: 
t y;cw jpame taaA aod 

ysw Hanarwa^ abs.M. the 4^e<t Be^acc 
Bta g*a* <WB, ̂  a^oswsd ̂  
!tw 

B. swMpte M. 

Aie^dc. whx jp<Mpk *Tpoy" asa a 

Ms wa$. 

B. Wmaiag hxw ̂  cMB'aw te 
B wwght Bae'w^ 8w DqjaaM* w a wtt- 
tad. htxiiMWM! ̂  Ms^he :a 
BHBtV a! §iw#!^'SWiaw$ (w3MfH. yw 
Higgt^ Wiaa a si3.-yen& 

)W3!&t, y<w tws td 

&MB dam tit^t ^!s Mad tit' Wep a 
ii'ytg) viewed ;t tb^tt ̂  sup i%ab 

ottt t^tyvt^ n"i tbe e^tdt < W yna 
eottt iM^ !hin tt^i ttf {be- be e^y&ed 
e# &* a gttwe to wMi. 

4. W}w< yaat w <me ̂  y^v aMw w 
acwtn, you Mttw ta naH tt eat: M ttwew 

gwpie haw tite s:M)i)e due <*<n theist eaid, 
y^t (w dthar p!ay Mce wd My Hw! 
owtysae gettt Mt OM& e# the dw whtdtat 

#ey aw it at act (H yatt e-tgi Mdet (hat 
s^tty #M* Ay* jM-MMSsK) !< :t dktmt at* gat* K< 
)!^, t# ttw chM )Hd tbe titles WtiM ttiWt' 
^ wtd hat' tttxdtct *6t* the wdhuMded 
daeeyjestde! ^ w!w 

&. (vsey- gMing w^ti *wte Kttw 

d^agmted bwy pi^teni 
wins Ate poae 

SUPER BOWL 

B E CO 

'fREE. 
gPRCE 

C9h^ 

'!m<ya*s%t4 

45^ 

ttstha 

deling 

ahsjst^ngtftli 

''Cm $**3% 

SPACEj 
SM!?3at9)( 

9taaa.^99f. 

A)#^W W 

S#fw 



lec!mo!ogv 
Science envisions cats that help sightless see 

By ALAN BAVLEY 

McC/afc^y Newspapers (7MC7) 

COLUMBIA, Mo —Frisky 4- 
year-old Ginger Snap doesn't 
know it, but she could become 
the cat with the bionic eye. 
The auburn Abyssinian is 

part of a cohort of cats at the 

University of Missouri with a 
hereditary condition that slowly 
causes blindness. This makes 
them ideal subjects to test a sil- 
icon microchip that holds prom- 
ise for restoring at least partial 
sight to people who are robbed 
of vision by retinal diseases. 
The microchips are packed 

with thousands of tiny solar cells 
that turn light into electricity. 
The chips are implanted within 
the retina, where they can stim- 
ulate still-healthy cells. 
A preliminary study on a 

small group of human sub- 

jects with retinitis pigmentosa 
suggests that the chips may 
improve vision in people who 
were going blind. 
Ten Abyssinian cats at the 

University of Missouri will be 
used to test a more advanced 
version of the chip. 
"We're in the initial stages of 

this research. It will take years. 
But it's a start to a very exciting 
era," said Kristina Narfstrom, 
the veterinary eye specialist 
who is leading the study. 

Just as cochlear implants 
have given limited but useful 
hearing to people who are hear- 
ing-impaired, researchers are 
hoping that retinal implants one 
day may restore vision to the 
blind. 

Bionic-vision research has 
been ongoing for decades but 
only in recent years has the 

technology taken off. At least 
six teams of scientists around 
the world have done or are plan- 
ning tests on people, and at least 
23 devices are under devel- 

opment, the journal Science 

reported last year. 

' 
. 
. 

about one in every 4,000 people 
in the United States, destroys 
the rods and cones, dimming 
and destroying vision. 
But the disease leaves intact 

cells inside the retina that pro- 
cess the signals from rods and 

t. ^..i 

Kristina Narfstrom, a professor of Veterinary Ophthalmology at the 

University of Missouri-Columbia Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital, 
inserted a microchip in the right eye of Ginger Snap to restore the 
cat's sight in Columbia, Missouri, January 19, 2007. 

Mike Ransdeli/Ad/7S<9S 

Some devices involve elabo- 
rate gadgetry, such as cameras 
mounted on eyeglasses or even 
implanted in the eye. 
The microchip under study 

at the University of Missouri 
takes a simpler approach. The 
chip, produced by Optobion- 
ics Corp. in Naperville, 111., is 

just two millimeters in diame- 
ter, about the size of a nail head. 
It works on its own to boost the 
effectiveness of retina cells that 
are active. 
A healthy retina has receptors 

called rods and cones that turn 

light into nerve signals. Retini- 
tis pigmentosa, which affects 

^PARKLAND 
Damn Yankees 

By G. Abbott and D.Wallop- Music and iyrics by R. Adler and J.Ross 
Director: Randi Collins Hard - Musical Director:Tim Schirmer 

Choreographer: Dailas Street 

Sunday, Feb. 4 -1 to 4 pm OR Monday, Feb. 5 - 6 to 9 pm 
Caiibacks and dance audition by invitation wiii be heid on 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 7 p.m. 

Casting an ensemble of 30 singer/dancer/actors ages 18-70. Auditions 

by appointment or chance on audition dates. Call 217/351-2529 for an 

appointment. Be prepared to sing 32 measures of a musical theatre 

song and read from the script. Audition will last five minutes. 
Rehearsals begin shortly after casting. Performances are April 4 to 18. 

Community members and Parkland/U of I students are welcome. We 

encourage diversity. Questions: call 217/351-2529. 

Parkland College Theatre * 2400 West Bradley Avenue * Champaign, IL 61821 

cones. The Optobionics chip 
is inserted inside the paper- 
thin retina, where its electrical 

impulses can reach the healthy 
processing cells. 
So far, 30 people have received 

the chip. A study published on 
the first six patients showed that 
all made improvements. Sev- 
eral patients were able to see 
smaller letters on a vision chart. 
One patient was able to perceive 
colors, such as green grass and 
the red and white checks of a 
tablecloth for the first time. 
One surprising finding: The 

area of the retina that showed 

improvement was greater than 
the researchers had expected 
from such a small chip. They 
have suggested that the elec- 
trical current produced by the 
chip may itself be beneficial to 
the retina. 

"It appears to have a neuro- 

protective effect," Narfstrom 
said. "The theory is that the 
electrical current can stimulate 

growth factors." 
Narfstrom has implanted the 

chip into 10 cats, including four 
that were blind at birth. Her 
tests found that the implants 
did produce electrical signals 
on the retinas. She is analyzing 
data to see what kinds of signals 
reached the cats' brains. 

"We can only say that the 
implant is working, but we can't 
say what they are seeing," she 
said. 
Cats are good subjects for 

vision experiments because 

their eyes are comparable to 
human eyes in size and con- 

struction, Narfstrom said. 
The Abyssinian cats are part 

of a group that Narfstrom has 
been studying for nearly 30 

years. The cats have a naturally 
occurring mutation that causes 
a condition similar to retinitis 

pigmentosa. They begin to lose 
their vision by the time they are 
2 years old. By age 4 or 5, they 
are blind. 
Narfstrom plans extensive 

tests on the Abyssinians, even 
putting them through a maze 
to see if their vision improves 
enough to help them maneu- 
ver. Each cat will get the chip in 
one eye, so that Narfstrom can 
make comparisons to the unaf- 
fected eyes. Some of the cats 
wili be studied for years. 

(c) 2007, The Kansas City Star. 

Birth Centre! Pm 
Research Stuhw 

Ens 
HEALTH PRACTICE 

217 356 3736 
Suzanne Trupin, MD, FACOG 

2125 South Neil Street 

Champaign, IL 61820 

!f you are a heatthy, sexuatiy active femaie 18-45 

years of age, you may be interested in participating 
in an investigationa! birth contro) pi!! research study. 

Women who quatify to participate in this study 
wit! receive at no cost: 

H investigationa) birth contro) pi!!s for up to 13 months 
H Study-retated physica! and gynecotogica) exams 
H Laboratory testing, induding pap smears 
H! Monetary compensation for time and trave! 

For more information, ptease cat! (21 7)356-3736. 

wwwxnomensheanhwMcMce.com 



SPRING 2007 
Champaign's premier student apartment community. 

BY-THE-BEDROOM LEASES' TONS OF PARKING * TANNING ROOMS' INDOOR BASKETBALL COURT 

FITNESS ROOM ' GAME ROOM * TV & BILLIARDS ' COMPUTER LOUNGE ' STUDY ROOMS 

RESORT-STYLE POOL' SUN DECK' PETS ALLOWED * SAND VOLLEYBALL' GRILLING AREAS 

MTD BUS STOP' PRIVATE BATHROOMS * WASHERS & DRYERS IN UNITS' HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

ELECTRICITY INCLUDED ' CABLE TV WITH HBO ' DETACHED GARAGES - CAR CARE CENTER 

877.788.WEST 08 VISIT: WWW.88-WEST.COM 



1,2,3 & 4 Bed fMm Apartments & Townhouse: 
Spacious Ftoor Ptans 

Fitness Center & Spa with FREE Tanning 
individuat Bedrooms & Bathrooms 

Washer & Dryer in every apartment 
Private Residentiat Shuttte to campus 
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A Cottage Girt Named Joe by Aaron Warner 
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Crossword 
ACROSS 

1 Set to rest 
6 Pop, to some 

10 Eyes, in poems 
14 Dutch cheese 
15 Skater's leap 
16 Combustible 

material 
17 Bar legally 
18 Italian city 
19 Hamburg wife 
20 Siberian plain 
22 Extinct reptile 
24 "Love Me 
26 Lash marks 
27 Radar gun's 

target 
30 Emulate Perry 

White 
32 Tailless 

amphibian 
33 Dairy farm 

sound 
35 Type of kick 
39 November 

winners 
40 Handing out 

gratuities 
42 Loco 
43 Quit working 
45 Musical syllable 
46 See socially 
47 Speech 

impediment 
49 Footstool 
51 Domain 
54 Hard hits 
56 Pretentious 

people 
58 Exclude 
62 Math subj. 
63 Fifty percent 
65 Separate portion 
66 Actor Morales 
67 Between ports 
68 Gain knowledge 
69 Take ten 
70 New Jersey five 
71 Blundered 

DOWN 
1 Gets older 
2 Found partner? 
3 Pipe sealant 
4Took into the 

family 
5 Barked likea 
peke 

6 Tree fluid 

@ 2007 Tribune Media Services, !nc. 
A!) rights reserved. 
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7Rust,for 
example 

8Cravirtg 
9Arkinof 

Hollywood 
10 Counteracts 
11 Rustic 
12 Humdinger 
13 Disparaging 

remarks 
21 Foes 
23 In debt 
25 Kind of kick 
27 Slammer or clink 
28 Johnnycake 
29 Sunrise direction 
31 Contributed 
34 Choose 
36 Mosque prayer 

leader 
37 Computer 

fodder 
38 Garden of 

earthly delights 
40 Light haircuts 
41 Fe 
44 Unlawful 
46 File 

Solutions 

48 Magic word 
50 Three-bagger 
51 Competitive 

runner 

52 Obliterate 
53 Mythical 

weightlifter 

55 Map dot 
57 Comparison 

word 
59 Teddy_ 
60 Field measure 
61 Tear apart 
64 Notes of scales 
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forecast 

Wednesday Night: A 40 percent chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 16. 

Thursday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 30. 

Friday: Mostly cloudy, with a high near 22. 

Saturday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 19. 

Sunday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 18. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 18. 

H Part time Job 

Part-time tega)— secretary needed for local law firm. Basic sec- 
retarial skills necessary in addition to knowledge of legal proce- 
dures, forms, etc. Workers'Compensation experience preferred. 
Please fax resume to: 217-351-1731 ore-mail resume to careers# 
rusinlaw.com. 

HFor Saie__ 
Computer !BM Compatibte— (just built) 512 MB Ram, 60 GB hard- 

drive, Videocard, ethernet, CD burner, DVD, 3 1/2 drive, monitor, 
cordless keyboard/mouse, speakers $300. 373-1363 Also 128 & 
256 MB Ram memory sticks. 

HFor Lease 

510 S. Mattis, C— Leasing for immediate occupancy. Brand new, 
gorgeous, huge 2 bedroom 21 /2 bathroom townhomes at $875/ 
mo unfurnished and 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bathroom townhomes at 
$1150/mo unfurnished. Units include washer/dryer, central A/C, 
garages, top of the line appliances, patios. Great west Champaign 
location! BARR REAL ESTATE, INC., 356-1873, www.barr-re.com 

BAStC 
RATE 

Ad to read: (ptease print) 

E-MAtL - FAX * MAtL * DROP !N 
Submtt toHowtng tnformatton wtth ciasstfied ad. 

Name__ 

Address_ 

City, State, Zip_ 

Daytime Phone_ 

E-mai) (opt.)_ 

# of words_ 

Dates to run 

E-MA!L 

prospectusads@parkiand.edu 

FAX 

2)7-373-3835 

MA!L/DROP<N 
Parkiand Prospectus 
Rm X! 55,2400 W Bradiey Ave. 
Champaign, !L 6! 82! -! 899 

DEADLINES 
!. A)! dassified ads must be submitted by 

5 p.m. of the Thursday before desired 
pubiication. 

2. Ads cannot be canceied after the above 
deadiine. 

BAS!C RATE 
25 words $4.00 
Each additiona) word is ! 0%. 

POL!C!ES 
!. The Prospectus reserves the right to 

revise or reject any advertisement. 
2. Advertisers must verify ads for 

accuracy.The Prospectus is not 
responsibie for any errors from the 
advertiser. 

3. in case of an error in a pubiished 
ctassifted the Prospectus wii! run the 
ad again corrected. 

Any questions can be directed to Kate 
Kaput, Business and Advertising Manager 
for the Prospectus at 2)7-373-3876. 

Did you know that safety is 
everyone's business? 

Handicapped parking spaces are 

reserved for people that have a spe- 
cial permit from their doctor to park 
there. Handicap parking enforce- 
ment can and will be enforced on 

public and private property by police 
officers. Additionally, if a placard is 
being used by someone other than 
the registered person it is considered 
a Class A misdemeanor and can result 
in a $1000 fine and a 30-day suspension 
of the driver's license of person falsely 
using the placard. A fine of $10,000 and 
a 30-day driver's license suspension will be 
incurred by someone using a fraudulent, lost, 
or stolen placard. 1 hese placards authorize spe- 
cial parking privileges to the authorized holder and 
can only be used when that party is entering or exiting 
the vehicle while parked in the parking area. Tickets can 
be issued for parking in the access isles (stripped areas) of 
the handicapped lanes as well. Please be considerate of those who need 
and use this special privilege. 

CALL 
NOW! 

337-1800 
Office Hours: 

Mort-Fri 9am-6pm 
SAT-10am-4pm 

' 
Price, 

Starting at 
$365 

tndividuat teases 

FREE Roommate matching service 
1, 2, 3, & 4-bedroom apartments 
FREE Parking 
FREE Ethernet and Cabte w/HBO 
Heated poot and Hot tub 
Tennis, Basketbatt and 

Votteybatt courts 
Ctose to campus 
Bus service avaitabte 

Washer & Dryer in each Apt. 
Group discounts avaitabte 
24-hour Fitness Center 

Computer Lab 
Game Room 

www.coMegeparkweb.com 

CoMege Park Lincoin View 
!321 N. Lincoin 

Urbana, !L 6180t 



Radios TV/Fi!m 
FCC to investigate woman's 
death after radio show contest 

By CHRtSHNA JEWETT 
McC/afc/iy Newspaper (MC7) 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—The chairman 
of the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has directed its enforcement divi- 
sion to investigate the on-air water-drink- 
ing contest that preceded the death of 
Jennifer Strange, 28, a mother of three, 
a spokeswoman confirmed to The Sacra- 
mento Bee on Wednesday. 
FCC Chairman Kevin Martin called for 

the probe based on a letter sent this week 
by Sacramento attorney Roger Dreyer, 
who also represents Strange's family in 
a civil lawsuit against KDND. 

"(Martin) was troubled by the informa- 
tion presented in the letter and wants to 
commission to ascertain the facts," said 
FCC spokeswoman Tamara Upper. 

In the letter Dreyer sent this week, he 
calls for the commission to terminate 
KDND's license because its conduct 

"ultimately led to the death of Jennifer 
Strange." 
Strange participated in a "Hold your 

Wee for a Wii" contest, with the object of 
drinking as much water as possible with- 

out throwing up or using the bathroom. 
She was found dead in her Rancho Cor- 

dova, Calif., home hours after leaving 
the radio station, visibly ill, other contes- 
tants said. 
"We believe action of this nature is 

required by the FCC to send a very clear 
and unambiguous message to radio sta- 
tion ownership across this country that 
this type of irresponsible conduct that 
degrades, humiliates and endangers cit- 
izens will not be tolerated," Dreyer's let- 
ter says. 

Also Wednesday, a Washington, D.C., 
attorney urged the FCC to consider 
Strange's death when deciding whether 
to allow Entercom—which owns the sta- 
tion—to buy radio stations in Ohio, Texas 
and New York. 

"The situation with Jennifer Strange 
really emphasizes the fact that they're 
not responsible broadcasters," said 

attorney Arthur Belendiuk, who repre- 
sents Royce International Broadcasting 
Company. 

Charles Sipkins, a spokesman for 
Entercom Sacramento, said only that the 
station would cooperate with the FCC. 
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The contest 

in question 
took place 
Jan. 12 in the 
break room 

CrimeStoppers seeks assistance 
This week, CrimeStop- 

pers and Champaign 
County Sheriff's Office 
are seeking your assis- 
tance m solving sev-- 
eral burglaries from 
motor vehicles that 
occurred in Savoy. 
Sometime between 

the hours of 5:00 p.m. - 
on Thursday, January 18, 
and 8:30 a.m. on January 
20, unknown suspect(s) 
entered several vehi- 
cles located in the 1700 
and 1800 blocks of Lynd- 
hurst Drive, as well as 

in the 100 block of Ster- 

ling Court. After the 

suspect(s) entered the 
vehicle, they took two 

CHAMPA] 6M COUHYY 

PERS 

black and white iPod 
Nano's. Also taken were 
a garage door opener, a 
Canon digital camera, 
an in-dash CD player, 
and a wallet containing 
$50 cash and several 

credit cards. 
If you have any infor- 

mation, please call 

CrimeStoppers at 373- 
i IPb. Laiiers do not 

have to give their 
names or appear in 
court. CrimeStoppers 
will pay a reward if the 
information you pro- 

vide leads to an arrest 
for this crime. Rewards 
are also paid for infor- 
mation on other felony 
crimes or fugitives in 
the Champaign County 
area. 

of the Madison Avenue radio station. 

Strange drank 224 ounces—nearly 2 gal- 
lons—of water before she dropped out of 
the contest, accepting tickets to a Justin 
Timberlake concert. 

Strange spoke on air about having a 
headache and feeling light-headed. She 
called co-workers to report that she 
would not be into work hours before her 
mother found her dead. 
Sacramento coroner's officials said 

Strange's death is consistent with water 
intoxication. 
The broadcast of the show, obtained by 

The Bee, reveals that disc jockeys were 
aware of the danger of excessive water 

drinking, with one asking if you can "get 
water poisoning and, like, die." Another 
disc jockey recalled the case of a "col- 
lege kid," likely a Chico State student 
who died of water intoxication in a well- 
publicized 2005 hazing incident. 

Five days after the broadcast and 

Strange's death, Entercom Sacramento 
officials fired 10 staff members who 
are responsible for the "Morning Rave" 
broadcast, including on-air personalities 
Adam Cox, Steve Maney, Patricia Sweet, 
Matt Carter and Pete Inzerillo. 

(c) 2007, The Sacramento Bee (Sacra- 
mento, Calif.). 
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Character, not color, defines Dungy and Smith 
ByMiKEBtANCHt 

The Or/ando Sent/ne/ (MCT) 

ORLANDO, Fla.—You want to 
know why this is going to be an 
incredible Super Bowl? 

It's not because the two 

coaches are black men; it's 
because the two coaches are 

great guys. 
This is not to depreciate the 

historical significance of two 
black head coaches being on 
the grandest stage in sports for 
the first time, but it's to appreci- 
ate that this is about much more 
than just race. 

It's about class, too. 
It's about two soft-spoken, 

God-fearing coaches—Tony 
Dungy and Lovie Smith—who 
have proven you can get to 
the top of the coaching profes- 
sion without being a miserable 
human being (see Bill Belich- 
ick); without being a raving, 
screaming, paranoid, lunatic, 
workaholic madman. 
"To see two African-Amer- 

ican coaches go to the Super 
Bowl when it has been histori- 

cally difficult for black coaches 
to break into the NFL is terrific," 
U.S. Senator and presidential 
candidate Barack Obama said 

during a news conference this 
past week. "But what makes 
it even better is that they are 
both men of humility; they are 
both men of God. They never 
trash-talk. They are not yellers 
and screamers on the sidelines. 

They are a couple of class indi- 
viduals." 
Too often these days, self- 

important football coaches 
think what they do supersedes 
all else. They think their job is 
more critical than your job or 
my job or even the job of the 
president of the United States. 
Remember when Nick Saban 
turned down dinner with Pres- 
ident Bush in August because 
he couldn't drag himself away 
from breaking down special 
teams tape during Miami Dol- 
phins training camp? Pathetic. 

I always go back to Jimmy 
Johnson during his final days 
as a coach and the unpleas- 
ant epiphany he came to on the 
day he buried his mother. He 
realized then he had spent his 
entire coaching career neglect- 
ing his mom, his children and all 
the other people who mattered 
most. 

"There's a time you pull back 
and say, 'Be with the people you 
care about. Don't shortchange 
them. They love you. Give them 
just a little bit back,' 

" John- 
son said then. "You hear foot- 
ball coaches list their priorities, 
and they always say religion 
first, then family and then foot- 
ball. And yet they work at foot- 
ball 15 hours a day, seven days 
a week. And they spend an hour 
a week at church and two hours 
a week with their family. To me, 
that tells me football is first, and 
everything else is second." 

Believe it or not, Tony Dungy 
and Lovie Smith actually do 
put their faith and family first. 
They actually do treat their 

children, their players and even 
the cursed media with love and 

respect. The Super Bowl may 
be the biggest game of their 
careers, but it isn't the most 

important part of their lives. 
"I know the type of person 

Lovie is," Dungy says. "He has 
the same Christian convictions I 
have. He runs his team the same 

way. I know how those guys are 
treated in Chicago and how 

they play—tough, disciplined 
football without a lot of profan- 
ity from coaches or a win-at-all- 

to be a head coach, eould not 
lie. 

"I will try my hardest to win 
a Super Bowl," he replied, "but 
coaching is not the most impor- 
tant thing. I will not sleep in the 
office and be here 24 hours a 

day." 
Dungy didn't get the job. 
It should be noted that 

Dungy's successor in Tampa, 
Jon Gruden, who wakes up 
at 3:17 a.m. every morning to 

costs atmosphere. For two guys 
to show you can win that way, 
I think that's important for the 
country to see." 

Dungy once told me the story 
when he was an up-and-coming 
black assistant trying to get a 
head-coaching job in a profes- 
sion dominated by white men. 
One obsessive owner during 
the interview asked Dungy, "Is 
coaching your No. 1 passion?" 
Dungy, as much as he wanted 

start work, requested coaching 
"sleeping rooms" be included 
in the blueprints for the Bucs' 
recently built training facility. 
Tony and Lovie have proven 

you don't have to be consumed 

by coaching to excel at it. They 
have proven you don't have to 
intimidate and scream and cuss 
to get your message across. 

They have proven it's OK to 
treat players as human beings 
and not as human cap numbers. 

Why do you think it is that 
on the morning Lovie's Bears 
were playing the New Orleans 
Saints for the NFC champion- 
ship, Bucs linebacker Derrick 
Brooks phoned his former posi- 
tion coach at 6 a.m. just to let 
him know every player Lovie 
ever had coached was rooting 
for him? 
And why do you think it is that 

Tony's players and former play- 
ers, at the strangest times, will 
get a phone call or text-message 
from Dungy that says, "What 
are you doing to be a better hus- 
band and father right now?" 

I'll tell you why it is. It's 
because these coaches are con- 
cerned just as much about mak- 
ing a difference as they are 
about making the playoffs. 

Historians will tell you Mar- 
tin Luther King was the per- 
fect man at the perfect time to 
lead the Civil Rights Movement 
of the 1960s. Why? Because he 
was an eloquent man of faith 
who led peaceful marches, 
endorsed nonviolent protests 
but preached an enormously 
important message. 

Likewise, Tony Dungy and 
Lovie Smith are the right men 
at the right time to be coaching 
in the most socially significant 
Super Bowl in history. 
Not just because of the color 

of their skin. 
But because of the content of 

their character. 

(c) 2007, The Orlando Sentinel 
(Fla.). 

Basketball minute with Coach Warren \ 

By ER!C HARPRtNG 

Prospectus Staff Writer 

Parkland men's basketball has been on 
a roll lately, and that has much to do with 
the attitude of head coach Chris War- 
ren and his effect on his players. Matt 
Neaville is a sophomore guard who is 
leading the country in points per game 
this year—averaging over 30 points per 
game. 
He is not, however, without company. 

Robert Hubbard, also a sophomore, 
struggled at times early in the year, but 
according to Coach Warren, has been the 
most consistent player since the team 
left for their trip to New York in mid- 
December. 
Hubbard has played so well lately that 

it is almost expected of him to get dou- 
ble digits in points and rebounds every 
game. He has improved noticeably since 

last season—last year he did not get sig- 
nificant minutes as a freshman, but has 
really found new gains both offensively 
and defensively this season. 
Also leading the team, but not always 

getting the publicity that he should, is 
sophomore point guard Drew McCool. 
"He is the best defensive player in 

Region XXIV. He always guards and 
shuts down the other team's best player. 
He's the glue to our team. He is savvy and 
has high basketball I.Q," said Warren. 
Warren has been both pleasantly sur- 

prised, and mildly disappointed with how 
his season has shaped into. Early in the 
year they lost eight games to top-ranked 
opponents, and Warren felt that with 

just a little bit better performance in 
those games they could have won a few. 
Recently he has been surprised with how 
well his team has meshed together and 
progressed as a team, however. 

In Wednesday's win over Spoon River, 
Warren felt that the first half went very 
well— the Cobras held their opponent to 
20 points.. In the second half he was dis- 
appointed with the point total the team 
gave up, but was pleased because, "It's 
hard to keep intensity up when you're 
winning by Hfty 

" 

"Everything is for this season. We are 
preparing the next two weeks for a run 
at the conference championship. You 
prepare all season long for the Region 
XXIV tournament," said Warren. While 
he is concentrating on this season, War- 
ren needs to look to next year, since the 
team is losing eight sophomores. Warren 
is targeting about four or five freshman 
for next year because, "Freshmen make 
freshmen mistakes, and you just can't 
trust them like you can sophomores." 

Chris Warren has been a basketball 
coach at Parkland for about 11 years. He 

was the assistant coach for "four or five 

years" and has been head coach for 6 sea- 
sons. 

He coached one year of high school 
basketball at University High School in 
Urbana. "I like the job here. Both my 
wife's parents and my parents live here, 
and I love teaching. I love helping kids 
who are not sure what they want to do, 
like I was as a student, discover them- 
selves." 
The team goals for the season were 

to win the Mid-West Athletic Confer- 
ence championship and advance to the 
National Championships. Another goal 
that was set was to play a specific style 
of basketball. "We want to play a tough 
brand of ball. We want to take charges, 
dive on the floor for loose balls and play 
hard all the time," Warren said. The 
Cobras will face Joliet on February 1 at 
7pm at Parkland. 
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