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HoiiOay Shopping 
This week s Web Winners: 
H Online shopping (and selling) 

By REiD KANALEY 
77ie PMade/p^!/a /nqu/rer fMCT) 

Online shopping gets bigger 
every holiday season. So, here we 
are. Do you know how to make a 

purchase on the Web without 
getting rooked? We found some 
sites with good advice to help 
you avoid trouble. And if you've 
got stuff to sell, you can find out 
how to unload it online. 

SHOPPING TIPS 

Here's a rare thing: f ree advice 
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from lawyers. The American 
Bar Association gives tips for 
avoiding trouble during your 
online shopping spree. 
The tips—including: Trust 

your instincts; make sure your 
Internet connection is secure; 
and hit the print button to save 
your records—are part of a 

larger site with details on main- 
taining your online privacy, 
judging a seller's reliability, and 
filing complaints if things go 
wrong. 

www.safeshopping.org/tips. 
shtml 

TRADE COMMISSION 

The Federal Trade Commis- 

sion warns of the wide variety 
of online scams, and tells how 
to spot and avoid them. Of par- 
ticular note are cautions about 

"phishing" scams and risky pay- 
ment methods, including wire 
transfers to strangers. There is 
also a guide for buyers and sell- 
ers at auction sites. On a worri- 
some note, when we looked, the 
site hadn't posted notice of any 
online-fraud crackdown since 

April 2003. Knock, knock, FTC. 
What are you doing? 

www.ftc.gov/onlineshopping/ 

INTERNATIONAL CON- 

SUMER 

The consumer protection 

agencies of 20 countries share 
information from online shop- 
pers' complaints in an effort to 
stop cross-border fraud. From 
the home page, you can file a 

complaint, and learn of several 
methods meant to help resolve 
buyer-seller disputes, or learn 
how to get bogus charges off 
your credit card bill. 

www.econsumer.gov/english/ 
index.html 

LEARNING EBAY 
If you are new to online-auc- 

tion shopping—or if you want to 
know how to start unloading the 
basement in an online auction— 
read the basics at eBay's Learn- 

ing Center. 
http://pages.ebay.com/educa- 

tion/ 

And, if you're intent on becom- 
ing an Internet tycoon, check 
out the possibilities for selling 
your widgets on a site such as 
Amazon.com: 

www.amazon.com/gp/seller/ 
sell-your-stuff.html 

Or, start your own online 
store with the assistance of a big 
brand name like Yahoo: 

http://smallbusiness.yahoo, 
com/ecommerce. 

(c) 2006, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. 

iTunes top downloads 
1. frrepiaceahie 
2. Wind Jt Up 
3. Fergaiicions 
4. Keep Hoiding On 
5. Say 7t Right 

6.1 Wanna Love Yon 
7. 7 Want For X-Mas fs Yon 
8. Sntack That (Dirty) 
9. My Love (single v.) 
10. It Ends Tbnight 

Earty bin) shoppers 
Shoppers hat/e spenf more at Lt.S. reta/7 stores and ortt/ne s/tes 
th/s year than tast so tar th/s hot/day shopping season. 

At retail stores 
More than 140 million shoppers hit the stores Black Friday 
weekend. Nov. 23-25.2006 
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Campers wait in the coid overnight for a chance to buy a 
PS3 at Circuit City in Champaign, !L. 

K. Johner and E. Porter/ 

Out of the box 
Companst"! of wcenMy re/aasad game eonaofas. 

Sony PtayStation 3 
Advanced processor, 
Btu-ray Disc drive that 
piays high- definition 
games and movies, 
wireless interne! connection 

Coat: $500 for 
baste system 
with 20-gigabyte 
hard drive; $600 
for 60-gigabyte 
mode) with 
built-in wireless 

Microsoft Xbox 360 
Highspeed processor, 
separate graphics processor, 
high* definition video; those 
with high-seed internet access 
can downioad games from 
Xbox Live Marketplace 

Cost: $300 for 
baste system; 
$400 with 
20-gigabyte hard 
drive, headset 
and wiretasa 
controller 

Nintendo Wii 
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a tennis racket, to centre) 

games 
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Events 
Holiday ideas 
Compited BY AARON GEtGER 

Prospectus Ed/tor 

Go to Assembly Hall and 
take your parents to see Sandy 
Patty's Yuletide Joy Dec. 8 @ 
7:30pm, or see the GAC Coun- 
try Christmas Dec. 9 @ 7:30pm. 
Check out the ballet of The Nut- 
cracker at The Krannert Center 

Dec. 9 @ 2pm and 7:30pm, Dec. 
10 @ 2pm only. 
The Virginia Theatre is host- 

ing the Funhead-Parrothead 

Holiday Show Dec. 8 @ 7:30pm 
with the Tons O' Fun Band and 
the Boat Drunks. On Dec. 9 the 
classic movies White Christmas 
and Holiday Inn will be shown 
at 7pm and 1pm, respectively. 
On New Year's Eve, go see the 
Chorale perform. The show 
is for the family, and features 
sing-alongs, old-time piano play- 
ing, and songs for the season. It 
all starts at 7pm, Dec. 31. 
Have kids? Are you watch- 

ing somebody else's little ones? 
The Champaign Park District 
has some fun stuff. Come have 
Brunch with Santa Claus at 

the Douglass Community Cen- 
ter llam-lpm Dec. 9, and stick 
around from lpm-3pm for the 
Holiday Party with Santa. There 
will be games, prizes, toy give- 
aways, and watch the Lighting 
of the Douglass Park Christ- 
mas Tree at the end of the party. 
Children 3-12 and their parents 
are invited. Would you like your 

child to get a Call from Santa 
Claus? You can Hll out a form 
from the Bresnan Center, or 

complete the form in the Fall/ 
Winter Funformation Guide 
(if you have it already). Forms 
must be submitted by Dec. 12, 
5pm. Calls will go out from 6pm- 
8pm! 
Do you want to make a senior 

feel special? Buy them a Char- 
ter Coach to East Peoria for the 
Festival of Lights, also on Dec. 
12. You can get more informa- 
tion at the Douglas Annex. The 
fee is to be determined. 
Come celebrate Kwanzaa at 

the Champaign Public Library 
Dec. 27 @ 6pm-8pm. The com- 
munity is invited to wear tra- 
ditional African attire for the 
celebration of the Second Day 
of Kwanzaa and the Principle 
of Kujichagulia—self-determi- 
nation. Bring a covered dish to 
share. 
The University of Illinois Hil- 

lel Foundation will have a Spe- 
cial Channukah-themed Oneg 
Shabbat, Dec. 8,8pm-10pm. 
See the Rantoul Theatre 

Group perform the Christmas 
Express, Dec. 8 and 9 @ 7:30pm- 
9:30pm (914 Arends Blvd., Ran- 
toul). 
Shop at the Holiday Market at 

the Lincoln Square Mall, down- 
town Urbana Dec. 9 from 9am- 

2pm. 
Have Breakfast with Santa 

Dec. 9 from 9:30am-llam at the 

Savoy Recreation Center. 
Enjoy Candy Christmas Trees 

at the Urbana Free Library Dec. 
9 from llam-12pm. 
Go to the Early American 

Museum in Mahomet for the 

program, "To Grandmother's 
House We Go." The event is 
Dec. 9, lpm-4pm. 
Like movies? Grab some pop- 

corn and teeth-destroying candy 
and watch Santa Clause 3: The 

Escape Clause, or The Nativity 
Story, all showing in town this 
season. 

Visit the William M. Staerkel 
Planetarium at Parkland Col- 

lege and check out Santa's 
Secret Star, Dec. 2,9, and 16 @ 
7pm. Go see A Christmas Story 
performed by the Parkland Col- 
lege Theatre, Dec. 6-9 @ 8pm, 
and Dec. 10 @ 3pm. 
The Holidays have a differ- 

ent side, too. If you are Griev- 
ing, then you can go to the Philo 
Road Church of Christ for Hol- 

iday Hope for those who are 
Grieving, Dec. 9 @ 6pm. 
The Trinity Lutheran Church 

will have a Live Nativity Dec. 9 
from 6pm-9pm in Urbana. 
Contact the Independent 

Media Center and volunteer for 
the Books2Prisoners program. 
Dec. 7,9,14, and 16 have 2pm- 
5pm work sessions. Dec. 13 has 
a 7pm-9pm work session. 

Visit the Angel Tree at the 
independent bookstore Pages 
For All Ages in Savoy. Buy a book 

for a needy child or neglected 
senior citizen, pick out the wrap- 
ping paper, and maybe do some 
Christmas shopping. 
Volunteer at the St. Jude Cath- 

olic Worker House, and serve in 
a variety of capacities, includ- 
ing serving food to the home- 
less. You can also volunteer 

for the Men's Transitional Liv- 

ing Program at the TIMES Cen- 
ter on East Washington St. Help 
is always needed at the Center 
for Women in Transition, which 
provides assistance to women 
and children in the form of tran- 
sitional housing, after-school 

care, and refuge from domestic 
abuse. They are located on East 
Church St. 
The holiday season has always 

been a time to remember, to 
share, to give, and to thank, 
no matter the reason. Take the 
time to cherish your families, 
those who are in the military 
overseas, those who are without 
a home, and those who are in a 
time of crisis. Enjoy the oppor- 
tunities of your community, and 
maybe learn a little bit more 
about yourself or someone else 
this year. After, it is the spirit of 
the season. What are you going 
to do with it? 
This list was made with a vari- 

ety of community calendars, all 
of which are available by news- 
letter, the Internet, or by post- 
ings. Happy Holidays to you on 
behalf of the Prospectus. 

Dollars and Sense from FinAid 
H FERPA and YOUR FINANCIAL AID RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 

By DONNA MAYER 

Prospectus Guest Writer 

The Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
is a Federal law that protects 
the privacy of your educa- 
tion records. Your parents are 

given certain rights regarding 
your education records unitl 

you become 18 years of age or 
attend a school beyond the high 
school level. At that point, your 
parents can no longer access 
your student information. 
1b we comply with FERPA, 

the Parkland Financial Aid 
Office only gives financial aid 
information to you, the student, 
in person, and only if you have a 
picture I.D. This includes look- 
ing up to see if we have a hie 

on you. Technology provides 
another option. If you are logged 

I 

onto the Parkland Connection, 
we can help you with questions 

over the telephone. 
FERPA validates our belief 

that you, the student, should be 
actively involved in and respon- 
sible for your financial aid pro- 
cess. By nature, parents want 
to help their children; and, we 
believe that a certain level of 

parental involvement is healthy. 
However, we also believe that 
as a college-age student, you 
should be responsible and 

involved in every facet of your 
college career. 
That responsibility includes 

submitting your own FAFSA, 
following through to obtain any 
other items requested by the 
Federal government or Park- 
land College, and understanding 
your rights and responsibilities 
concerning your financial aid. 

Our office is always happy to 
help guide you through the finan- 
cial aid process, and we continue 
to adapt our policies and proce- 
dures in order to serve you bet- 
ter. Every aspect of the financial 
aid process is available online, 
and you can check your status 
and obtain needed forms any- 
where you can access the Inter- 
net. 

As always, if you have any 
questions about financial aid 

or FERPA, please check our 
FAQ's at httpV/www.parkland. 
edu/ss/financial/FAQ-Students. 
htmhttpV/www.par kland.edu/ 
ss/Hnancial/FAO-Students.htm. 
or you can contact us at Hnaid@ 

parkland.edu, 217-351-2222, or 
come to our office at A-170 from 
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 RM. 

26th Annua! Live Nativity 
Muncie Baptist Church & The 

Viiiage of Muncie 
6:00-8:30 p.m.—December 
8,9,10 

Parkiand Pianetarium 

Friday, December 8: 
7:00 p.m.—"Dusk to Dawn" 
8:00 p.m.—Rites of the Season 
9:30 p.m.—Ladies & Gentte- 
men...The Doors! 

Saturday, December 9: 
7:00 p.m.—Santa's Secret Star 
8:00 p.m.—Rites of the Season 
9:30 p.m.—Ladies & Gentie- 
men...The Doors! 

Friday, December 15: 
7:00 p.m.-Fal) Prairie Skies 
8:00 p.m.—Rites of the Season 
9:30 p.m.- Ladies & Gentiemen 
...The Doors! 

Saturday, December 16: 
7:00 p.m.— Santa's Secret Star 
8:00 p.m.—Rites of the Season 
9:30 p.m- Ladies & Gentie- 
men...The Doors! 

Parkiand Athietics 

Saturday, December 9: 
7D0 p.m.—Men's Basketbaii vs. 
iitinois Centra) 

Friday, December 15: 
5:30 p.m.—Women's Basketbaii 
vs. Lincoin Land 
7:00 p.m.—Men's Basketbaii vs. 
Lincoin Land 

Parktand Theatre 
A Christmas Story 

8:00 p.m.—December 6,7,8,9 
3:00 p.m.—December 10 

Parkiand Community Band & 
Parkiand Wind Ensembie 

Thursday, December 14 @ 7 
p.m. 

Parkiand Jazz invitationai 

Saturday, December 16 @ 3 
p.m. 

"Dear Santa" Dance Produc- 
tion 

Sunday, December 17 @ 2 
p.m. & 7 pm. 



Happy HoMdays 
Beware of holiday rip-offs 
n A practical guide for the consumer 

By KEVIN DEMARRAtS 
7/ie Record (Hac/tensach, /VJJ fMC7) 

You can argue about where 
Black Friday ranked among the 
busiest shopping days of the 
year or whether Cyber Monday 
or next Monday will be the big- 
gest day for online shopping. 
But there can be no disput- 

ing that this is the time of year 
time-pressured consumers face 
the greatest risk of being ripped 
off. 
So before we get too far into 

the holiday shopping season, 
let's look at some of the new 
twists on old scams and other 
red hags in the marketplace, 
as well as how to avoid getting 
suckered into a legal, but need- 
less, expense. 

Specific examples I've seen 
recently involve PayPal, a pop- 
ular, legitimate, secure system 
used for handling payments 
from online merchants and eBay 
shoppers, but similar tricks are 
likely to be used by others. 

NOT YOUR PAL: With 78 per 
cent of consumers expected to 
shop online this season, accord- 
ing to a survey by Opinion 
Research Corp., Internet-based 
scams are sure to increase. 

It's a modern-day version of 
the old line attributed to Wil- 
lie Sutton. When asked why 
he robbed banks, the legend- 
ary criminal was said to have 

responded, "Because that's 
where the money is." 
For the past couple of years, 

consumers have received a 

steady stream of phony account 
verification e-mails supposedly 
from PayPal and other online 
businesses. 
But they came from crooks 

seeking access to our pass- 
words and account numbers, 
not from PayPal, Amazon.com 
or a large bank listed on the let- 
terhead. By now, most Internet 
users are aware of these scams 
and do nothing except hit the 
"delete" button. 
But I've recently seen new 

versions of the old ploy. 
One was a confirmation order 

for a Dell computer being sent 
to some guy named Bakewell 
in Brownsville, Pa. The e-mail 
said that $699.99 would appear 
on my next credit card bill, and 
if I had not made the purchase, 

I should click on the "cancel 
transaction!" link provided. 
Without thinking, a consumer 

might be tempted to "cancel" 
the order. But there is no order; 
getting us to click on the link, 
and provide personal informa- 
tion, is what the sender wants. 

STILL NOT YOUR PAL: A 
second version said I had won a 
vacation for two to Paris. Add- 

ing to the authenticity is a bold- 
faced box hailing PayPal's com- 
mitment to privacy, prevention 
and protection. But this, too, is 
an attempt to get the recipient's 
personal information. 
So how do you tell the real 

from the fake? 
Start with the assumption that 

it is all phony, then look for the 
telltale signs. 
For one, if you see the (AT 

SIGN) character in the URL— 
and that was the case in the two 

examples I cited—it is likely 
a phony, PayPal warns. Also, 
watch out for misspelled words, 
such as "Paypal" in my Paris 
prize e-mail. 

NOT YOUR PAL III: The lat 
est twist is a letter telling me 
that Ben Freckmann has opened 
a dispute for the PayPal pay- 
ment made to me, and that I 
need to resolve it quickly. 
As usual, there is the handy 

link. 

Enough said. 

UN WARRANTED? If you 

buy a major appliance, chances 
are good the salesclerk will 

attempt to sell you, often aggres- 
sively, an extended warranty. 
Some stores even require you 
to sign a statement affirming 
that you were foolish enough to 
reject the coverage. 
However, according to Con- 

sumer Reports magazine, 
almost all of the $1.6 billion con- 
sumers spend on such warran- 
ties is money down the drain. 

Retailers push hard to get con- 
sumers to buy extended war- 
ranties "because they're cash 
cows," the magazine warns in a 
special report. "Stores keep 50 
percent or more of what they 
charge for warranties. That's 
more than they can make sell- 
ing actual products." 
But extended warranties 

are "notoriously bad deals," 

because the products seldom 
break within the extended-war- 

ranty window (typically, around 
three years), and when electron- 
ics and appliances do break, the 
repair often costs about the 
same as the cost of the war- 

ranty. 
A possible exception is a rear- 

projection micro display tele- 

vision, the magazine says. It is 
three times more likely to need 
repairs than other types of TVs 
and repair costs can be high. 
Also consider an extended 

warranty, including extended 
tech support, if you're buying 
an Apple computer, because 
it comes with only 90 days of 
phone tech support. 

FRANTIC FEE DING: Spend 
what you can afford, but make 
sure you pay your credit card 
bill on time, because late fees 
have risen steadily in recent 

years. A recent study by the 
Government * 

Accountability 
Office shows the average late 

penalty in 2005 was $34, up from 
$13 in 1995. 
But that's just the start, says 

Bill Hardekopf, chief executive 
of Lowcards.com, a Web site 
that tracks credit card rates 
and trends. Be late just once and 
your interest rate could soar to 
more than 30 percent, effective 

immediately. 
And it's perfectly legal. 
"The punitive policy is 

described in the disclosure, 
but you have to look for it and 
read it several times to actually 
understand the consequences," 
he said. 
The numbers tell the story. 

According to the GAO study, 11 
percent of the 691 million active 
credit-card accounts had pen- 
alty interest rates above 25 per- 
cent, and 13 percent of active 
accounts had been assessed 
over-the-limit fees. 
So make sure you pay your 

bill on time, even if it's a mini- 
mum payment, and don't forget 
that mad delivery is slower in 
December than the rest of the 
year. 
Just make sure your payment 
arrives by the due date, because 
being late, by even one day, 
could be a costly error. 

(c) 2006, North Jersey Media 
Group Inc. 

Zune vs. iPod 
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Happy Hotidavs 
Holiday greetings from cyberthieves 

By ER)C BENDEROFF 

Chicago 7nt<une (*MC7) 

CHICAGO—"Tis the season to 
start receiving greeting cards, 
and a growing number of them, 
conveniently, will come via the 
Internet. 

There's only one problem: 
Some of the e-mails saying that 
you have an e-greeting card 
from a friend or family mem- 
ber may instead be from a scam 
artist intent on obtaining your 
Social Security number, credit 
card data or even brokerage 
account information. 

'Teople like receiving greet- 
ing cards this time of year, and 
they are likely to click on these 
greetings" if they are in their 
e-mail inbox, said Stu Elefant, 
senior product manager for 
McAfee Inc., an Internet secu- 
rity firm that markets prod- 
ucts that detect unsafe Web 
sites or e-mail. "There is more 

cybercrime because peoples' 
defenses are down. They are in 
a more trusting mood, thanks to 
the holidays, and they are look- 
ing online for bargains." 
That is an irresistible mix for 

increasingly clever cybercrooks 
as they realize more people than 
ever will shop online this hol- 
iday season, as well as seek to 
save postage—and time—by e- 
mailing holiday greeting cards. 

Online shopping is already off 
to a fast start. 

This year's sales are up 23 

percent, to about $8.31 bil- 

lion, compared to a year ago, 
said Gian Fulgoni, the Chicago- 
based chairman of ComScore 
Networks Inc., which tracks 
Web activity. Those figures are 
from Nov. 1-24. 

Holiday cybershopping will 

steadily increase over the next 
few weeks. 

Overall, Fulgoni estimates 
that $24 billion will be spent 
online this year during Novem- 
ber and December, which should 
account for about 7 percent of 
all retail activity. 

"That's probably up a full per- 
centage point over last year," he 
said. 

Indeed, more people than 
ever are comfortable shopping 
online these days, with 91 per- 
cent of adults saying they use 
the Web to shop, according to 
a survey released Friday from 
Harris Interactive and Check 
Point Software Technologies. 
But as more people turn to 

the Internet for at least some 
of their holiday purchases—or 
simply for comparison shop- 
ping—more crooks, too, are 

tracking their movements. 
The average loss per "phish- 

ing" scam grew from $257 in 
2005 to $1,244 in 2006, accord- 
ing to a November report from 
Internet research firm Gart- 
ner Inc. Losses stemming from 
such attacks reached more than 

$2.8 billion this year, Gartner 
found. 

In Australia, a scam was 

uncovered in late October by 
Exploit Prevention Labs that 
was perpetrated through e- 

greeting cards. According to a 
TechNewsWorld story, accounts 
at nearly every Australian bank 
were affected when a major 
cybercrime group used fake 
Yahoo greeting cards to infect 
computers with malicious soft- 
ware that tracked keystrokes on 
PCs. This so-called "keylogger" 
software was used to steal credit 
card numbers, bank account 
user names and passwords. 
Researchers with Exploit 

Prevention Labs added that the 
e-card spammers were also tar- 

geting computer users in North 
America, according to Tech- 
NewsWorld. 

Indeed, since early fall, numer- 
ous computer users across 

the U.S. have noted a marked 
increase in e-card-based spam 
e-mail. The subject line typi- 
cally reads, "You've received a 
greeting from a family mem- 
ber" or "You've received an ani- 
mated postcard." 
The text inside these "phish- 

ing" e-mail messages asks peo- 
ple to "click here" to see the 
card. Phishing scams are an 
attempt to trick people into 

revealing personal information. 
If they click on these links, they 
could unwittingly be download- 
ing software that could be used 
to separate users from their 
hard-earned holiday bonuses. 

Emergency Contraception (EC) wi!! soor 
over-tne-counter in heaith centers and p 
now, it is on!y avai!ab!e by prescription. 

Come to Pianned Parenthood for EC anc 
affordabie and confidentia! reproductive 

Get EC anytime oniine at www.pp 
or on the weekends by caHing 1-8 

Champaign Heaith Cent( 
302 t. Stoughton 

359-8022 

www.ppeci.org 

Elefant warns people to exer- 
cise extreme caution when e- 

greeting cards enter your inbox 
and to open messages only from 
people you know. If you have any 
doubt, he warned, don't open the 
message. 
The number of e-greetings 

sent this time of year typically 
doubles compared with the 
rest of the year. In October, for 
instance, visits to sites managed 
by American Greetings, where 
there are e-cards for holidays or 
birthdays, increased 66 percent 
over September, according to 

ComScore figures. That was the 
second-highest traffic increase 
for any Web site in October, 
ComScore reported. 
Crooks are exploiting what 

security professionals like to 

call "social engineering," Ele- 
fant said. Because humans are 
social beings, they're more 

likely to open an e-mail they 
think is from a friend or family 
member than something unfa- 
miliar. 

"Social engineering is more 

prevalent this time of year 
because people want to click on 
an Internet greeting card or get 
a better deal at a store online. 
So it's more prevalent this time 
of year, and this year it's more 

prevalent than anytime it's ever 
been." 

People also are helping the 
crooks more than before. 
The growth of social net- 

working sites like Facebook, 
MySpace and even YouThbe are 
helping cybercriminals target 
computer users. 

"There's more personal infor- 
mation about people online at 
these sites," Elefant said. At You- 
Thbe, for instance, many peo- 
ple who post videos also include 
a picture of themselves along 
with other personal informa- 

tion, such as an e-mail address. 

A crook may then send a mes- 

sage to that user and write, 
"Hey, I saw your video at You- 
Tube about skateboarding. If 

you want a new skateboard, 
come check out the deals at my 
site." 
Elefant said this is a common 

technique used by sexual pred- 
ators but increasingly is being 
used for financial scams. 
Another reason for the online 

crime wave, according to the 
Harris survey, is that few peo- 
ple adequately secure their 

computers. The survey found 
that 74 percent of people do not 
install a hardware firewall and 
53 percent don't use a software 
firewall. Only 22 percent have 
installed a proper suite of secu- 

rity software, according to the 
survey. 

HOW TO AVOID ONLINE 
SCAMS 
'Check for a little yellow 

lock at the bottom right comer 
of your browser window when 

making a purchase. This indi- 
cates a secure transaction. 
'Never give out per- 

sonal financial information in 

response to an e-mail, includ- 
ing charity donations. Contact a 
charity directly on how to make 
an online donation. 
*Do not click on links to Web 

sites embedded in e-mails. 
These links can direct a user to 
a phony e-commerce site that 
looks like a legitimate site. 
'Useaseparatee-mailaccount 

for online shopping. You can get 
free e-mail accounts through 
Google, Microsoft and Yahoo. 
'Make sure your security 

software is up to date. If you use 

Wi-Fi, make sure your wireless 
network is secure. 

(c) 2006, Chicago Tribune. 



Campus 
Parldand leadership carries on 
a Dr. Ramage, staff step up while president recovers 

By ELLEN SCHMIDT 

Prospectus Staff IVn'ter 

Parkland College enjoys a 

strong administrative staff that 
is showing great leadership 
by carrying on the working of 
the college. Although Dr. Rob- 
ert Exley is missed in the day- 
to-day business of the college, 
there remains an air of nor- 

malcy in the habits of the col- 
lege as carried on by faculty, 
staff and students. 

Following a heart attack that 
Dr. Exley suffered during a bas- 
ketball game as reported in the 
Prospectus during the Students 
v. Faculty basketball game, doc- 
tors inserted a stent. On Friday, 
November 17, Exley underwent 
quadruple bypass surgery. He 
has a good prognosis from his 
doctor and is expected to fully 
recover after a period of car- 
diac rehabilitation. 
On the administrative side, 

Tom Ramage, Vice President 
of Academic Services for Park- 

land, is in charge of the daily 
duties usually performed by the 
president. 

This is not to say that he is out 
there on his own. Jon Surma, V.P. 
for Administrative Services, 
and Dr. Linda Moore, V.P. for 
Student Services, work together 
to ensure continuity. 

"The reality is there are three 
vice presidents and, of course, 
we work collaboratively every- 
day," said Ramage. "There is a 
need to designate one person 
and I'm, at the moment, that 
person until Dr. Exley returns," 
he added. 

Looking around campus life 
is seemingly normal. "Certainly 
we are interested in having 
the president on campus," said 
Ramage. But in the absence of 
the president, Ramage notes, 
"most of the decisions that we 
make on a daily basis are rou- 
tine." 

Ramage keeps in contact with 
Dr. Exiey approximately every 
other day and on an as needed 
basis either by phone or email. 
On most days, Ramage is in 

the office by 7:30am keeping the 
morning hours and later hours 
of the day open for department 
chairs. In his regular job he is 
responsible for all operations 
that have to do with curricu- 

lum, courses, programs, full and 
part-time faculty and related 

support services that support 
academics. 

"Consequently, any issues, 
concerns or trouble with the 

curriculum, the process of stu- 
dents matriculating through the 
college, any sort of student con- 
cerns as they relate to academ- 

ics, those are the sorts of things 
I take care of," said Ramage. 
He likes the variety that his 

job offers. Every day is differ- 
ent, even looking toward his cal- 

weather. On a normal day, the 
physical plant director would 
assess the conditions based on 
the snow and wind and make a 
recommendation as to the pend- 

Aaron Geiger/ 

endar; the day seldom maps out 
the way he imagines, "That's 
what makes the job fun," Ram- 
age said. 

Ramage is always connected 
with Parkland when he is at 
home by catching up in the eve- 
ning with email and always 
available by telephone in the 
event of an emergency. 
On this particular day (Nov. 

30) the pressing issue is the 

mg situation. 
"In tandem, [the plant direc- 

tor and 1] develop our recom- 
mendation, call the president 
and let him know—in this case 
we leave out this step," said 

Ramage. 
Because of the way the semes- 

ter has panned out, most of the 
bulk of Exley's time has been 
spent meeting with faculty, 
staff and administrators getting 

to know their roles in achieving 
their goals within the college. 
The challenging part of the 

absence of Dr. Exley is the 
interaction with the commu- 

nity. A few community speak- 
ing engagements have had to be 
postponed and some organiza- 
tional meetings on campus have 
been pushed back until Exley 
returns, but overall not much 
has had to be delayed. 
Pressing issues that come at 

the end of the semester have 
to do with sabbatical leaves 
that are due at this time. This 

process includes presidential 
approval. Exley has copies of 
the applications with him and 
is able to participate in the pro- 
cess from home. 

Ramage would like the stu- 
dents at Parkland to know that 
the college is equipped to han- 
dle this situation. 

"This is not necessarily a new 
situation," he said. "In the past, 
before Dr. Exley arrived, we've 
had both health situations and 

family situations where the 

president needed to be away 
for an extended period of time 
and so we're accustomed, we're 
equipped to handle these situa- 
tions. 

Dr. Exley is expected to 
return to his duties around mid- 

January. 

Are you ready for 

your future? 
Earn an Eastern Illinois University 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Business Administration at Parkland College. 

Evening & weekend classes are available. 

For more information, contact Pat Hufmeyer 
at eiu@parkland.edu or call (217) 351-2543. 
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UNIVERSITY- 

www.eiu.edu/-adutted 
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E Education 
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Do the smoking signs realty deter students from smoking by 
the entrances to Parkland College? With winter conditions 
arriving in force this December, more and more students 
are crowding by the doorways to stay warm, rather than 
use the designated areas. Solutions for this problem have 
ranged from heated smoking areas to fines for violators. 

Leah Zimmerman//y<?^05cA/^ 



Campus 
What's that ringing in the classroom? 
H Parkland discusses the policy of cell-phone use 

By ELLEN SCHMtDT 
Prospectus Staff Writer 

What is the buzz around cam- 
pus about cell phones? A few 
weeks ago there was research 
was explored and discussion 
was conducted on behalf of the 
administration about the pos- 
sibility of implementing a cell 
phone policy at Parkland Col- 
lege. Dr. Tom Ramage, Vice 
President of Academic Ser- 
vices, was asked to look into the 
matter of cell phone use. 

"Dr. Exley's interest was to 
make sure faculty knew that 
they were supported in having 
a policy in their classroom that 
dealt with cell phones," he said. 

This, initiative did not come 
from a concern about cheat- 

ing or a particular incident at 
Parkland but rather from a gen- 
eral discussion about respect in 

regards to cell phone use. 
"I'm sure there are faculty 

concerns about that [cheating] 
but I had never heard that as 
part of the policy," Ramage said. 
"It came up from the classroom 
disturbance aspect." 

"I think it's safe to say that 
there is general interest among 
the faculty in having some sort 
of policy whether its in the Pol- 
icy and Procedures book, the 
Student Hand book or the class 
syllabus that outlines the fact 
to 'please put your cell phone 
on vibrate or better yet turn it 

completely off when you are in 
class or in a similar area,'" Ram- 
age said. 

Mary Severinghaus, associate 
Professor of Biology at Park- 
land College was asked by Ram- 
age to research and draft a cell 

phone policy on behalf of the 

policies and procedures com- 
mittee. Severinghaus sent out 
a questionnaire to faculty and 
staff asking for their response 

icy that addresses "disruption 
or obstruction of teaching" that 
can be found in Article III, Sec- 
tion B, No. 2 in the Student Pol- 

Parkiand student taiks on her cetl phone in the cafe. 
Karen Johner//%73pac&/.s 

in regards to implementing a 
potential policy, she received 
over 130 responses. 
The survey showed 76% 

thought there should be a col- 
lege-wide policy regarding the 
use of cell phones by students. 
In addition, 73% felt that the 
faculty and staff should be sub- 
ject to the same policy as the 
students. When asked if instruc- 
tors should be allowed to impose 
restrictions on cell phone use in 
their classrooms in addition to 
those the college might dictate, 
87% said yes. 

Currently there is no official 
policy on cell phone usage in 
the classroom. There is a pol- 

icies and Procedures Manual 
under the Parkland College Stu- 
dent Rights and Responsibili- 
ties Section. 

Campus-wide, many teachers 
spell out rules in their class syl- 
labus given to students at the 
beginning of the semester. The 
campus wide policy was meant 
to give teachers reinforcement 
from the college to implement 
those policies if it became nec- 
essary. 
Based on the response to 

questions and comments con- 
cerning policy, Severinghaus 
came up with a preliminary 
draft presented before the Poli- 
cies and Procedures committee 

for further review. The commit- 
tee decided at this time that the 
language included in the stu- 
dent handbook was sufficient 
to address the question of cell 
phone use in the classroom. 
Ramage said, "the commit- 

tee looked at that proposed pol- 
icy debated it, discussed it and 
basically came to the conclu- 
sion that the language seemed 
to be sufficient to cover faculty 
in their developing of their own 
individual procedures for han- 
dling cell phone issues." 
Severinghaus said that she 

has not had a problem with 
the abuse of cell phones in her 
classes and implements a policy 
that is included in her syllabus. 
After getting acclimated during 
the first week, if a cell phone 
goes off, the class policy states 
that the student will be asked to 
leave class for the day. 
Severinghaus is quick to 

point out that students are very 
good about respecting the pol- 
icy. That is not to say occasional 
random ringing of a cell phone 
during class hasn't happened. 
The student's embarrassment 
and immediate deactivation are 

enough in those situations. Her 
own classroom policy makes 
an exception in the event of a 
sick child or important phone 
call. The understanding is that 
the phone will be placed in the 
vibrate mode with as little dis- 

ruption to the class as neces- 
sary. 
While there was no intent to 

ban cell phones from the class- 
rooms there has been general 
buzz around campus about the 

possibility. The Prospectus con- 
ducted a short cell phone poll to 
get student reaction about cell 

phones. Seventy students filled 
out a survey. 
The results noted that 99% 

of the student population owns 
a cell phone. The question of 
cheating using a cell phone 
revealed that 96% had not used 
their cell phone to cheat but 
27% knew of someone who had 
cheated using their cell phone. 
As far as a campus wide pol- 

icy was concerned, 19% were 
aware of some type of policy in 
regards to cell phone use, while 
81% were unaware of a pol- 
icy. It was noted that a major 
ity of instructors address the 
use of cell phones in their sylla- 
bus. Additionally, 87% thought 
that cell phones should NOT be 
banned in the classroom, while 
13% responded that they should 
be banned in the classroom. 

Finally, the students were 

given a chance to offer addi- 
tional comments. Most of the 
comments addressed the need 
to keep the phone on in case of 
an emergency or a sick child. 

Respect and the responsibility 
of students to keep the phones 
off in class were mentioned as 
well as keeping phones in the 
vibrate mode or on silence when 
in class. 
As it stands today, the pol- 

icy will remain as written in 
the Student Policies and Pro- 
cedures Manual. The infrac- 
tions from the "disruption or 
obstruction of teaching" are 

listed in Article IV: Judicial pol- 
icies, and can be found under 
Section B, Sanctions. Depend- 
ing on the degree of the viola- 
tion a student can expect pun- 
ishment from a warning to the 
more serious sanction of expul- 
sion from the college. 

The International Meaning of American Thanksgiving 
By MEGAN M. OLSON 
Prospectus Staff tVr/fer 

Perhaps Americans take the celebra- 
tion of Thanksgiving for granted. We 
may simply sit down to a meal with our 
families and friends because it is habit- 
ual. That is not to say that we don't enjoy 
ourselves, but it is a tradition that has 
been ingrained into American gener- 
ation after generation. What does this 
custom consist of? We inhale an intoler- 
able amount of food, primarily turkey, 
and pack on the poundage. Then we laze 
in front of the television usually in large 

social units to watch football games. We 
may, if we are religious or sentimental, 
spout reasons why we are thankful for 
this and that in our lives. It seems like 
fun, right? 
Not so fast. Thanksgiving has become 

somewhat commercialized. Think about 
it: How many retail stores have Thanks- 

giving decorations, Thanksgiving sales, 
and special Thanksgiving turkeys they 
persuade consumers to buy as a part of 
the holiday? The answer is an astound- 
ing number. Is it really that surpris- 
ing that the biggest spending day of the 
year, Black Friday, follows Thanksgiv- 

mg? What does this say about American 
values to people from other countries? 
Parkland Community College has a sig- 

nificant amount of international students. 
Let's not forget to mention our close 
neighbor, the University of Illinois, with 
its staggering population as well. These 
individuals come to the United States to 

study abroad in another country and to 
be submersed in our culture. What kind 
of materialistic, superficial image of the 
United States are we offering them when 
we put a price tag on Thanksgiving? How 
are these guests in our society suppose 
to interpret a day of familial feasting 

accompanied with capitalism? A large 
amount of international students proba- 
bly have no idea what Thanksgiving is. 
When Makiko Asato first began to 

attend Parkland back in 2003 after arriv- 

ing from Japan, she had never heard 
of Thanksgiving. She said she learned 
about it by listening to American con- 
versations. "People said Thanksgiving 
was about family and giving thanks," 
she recalls. 

It was not until she married that she 
encountered her first American Thanks- 

See Thanks on page 8 
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giving. She spent it with her hus- 
band's family and got a sense 
of what the custom was about. 
"It's still very unfamiliar to me. 
There isn't a holiday like it in 
Okinawa." 
Other international students 

have had an easier opportu- 
nity to experience an American 
Thanksgiving. Most universities 
and community colleges have 
programs set up with Amer- 

ican hosts. These are Ameri- 
cans who volunteer to take for- 

eign guests into their homes and 
share a Thanksgiving meal. The 
programs encourage the teach- 

ing of American culture and 
the exchange of the interna- 
tional students' cultures as well. 

Many international students 
claim they feel less homesick 
and more at ease. Some even 

say that Thanksgiving reminds 
them of similar customs from 
their homelands. 

"It's nice to feel included," 
says Makiko. "You feel like 

you belong if you can ceiebrate 
Thanksgiving with other peo- 
ple." 
That is exactly what the Cos- 

mopolitan Club of the Uni- 

versity of Illinois seeks to do. 
Their goal is to make interna- 
tional students feel welcomed 
in the United States. They hold 
an annual Thanksgiving Benefit 
which a great number of inter- 
national students attend. Last 

year's dinner was a big success. 
To read more about Thanks- 

giving 2005, visit httpV/netHles. 
uiuc.edu/ro/www/Cosmopoli- 

tanClubattheUniversityof Illi- 
nois/connections. The funds 
raised by the dinner this year go 
to benefit the people of Lukoy- 
anov, Russia. You can view The 

Cosmopolitan Club's website 
at httpV/www.prairienet.org/ 
cosmo/. 

All in all, it is extremely 
important not to forget two 
things. First, Thanksgiving is 
more than just turkey and retail 
heaven. Second, Americans are 
ambassadors to other countries. 

By sharing Thanksgiving with 
international students, they 

show a wish to promote univer- 
sal understanding and inject 
real meaning back into the hol- 
iday. Thanksgiving should be 
a happy time that everyone 

regardless of what nation they 
come from can celebrate. It is 
a beautifully diverse and large 
world we all share. However, we 
are not so different we cannot 
understand each other, nor is it 
so big we cannot touch another 
person's heart. 
The Cosmopolitan club's 

Thanksgiving Benefit Dinner 
took place November 12th. 

Does Hip-Hop define, or divide, a culture? 
By PORCHA CLARK 

Contnbut/ng Wnter 

This past TUesday November 14 The 
Brothers of Lambda Upsilon Lambda 
Fraternity, Inc and Phi Rho Eta held a 
discussion on the University of Illinois 
campus, discussing the recent racial 
issues on campus. 
Aside from that the topic of discus- 

sion was centered on "Is Hip Hop, Defin- 
ing Culture or Dividing Culture??" At 
the discussion they addressed the ste- 
reotypes portrayed in Hip-Hop and Rap 
music, and how negative images can 
encourage blatant prejudicing and rac- 
ism from those who are not familiar with 

minstrel shows. The audience listening 
in on the the discussion learned that DJ 
Webstar's "Chicken Noodle Soup" dance 
is the same exact dance performed as a 
part of a minstrel show in the 19th cen- 

tury. 
Just to give a brief background on 

what a minstrel show is, here a definition 
from Wikipedia.com: 
"The minstrel show, or minstrelsy, 

was an American entertainment con- 

sisting of comic skits, variety acts, danc- 
ing, and music, performed by white peo- 
ple in blackface or, especially after the 
American Civil War, African Americans 
in blackface. Minstrel shows portrayed 
and lampooned blacks in stereotypical 

schools, fraternities, and local theaters. 
As African Americans began to score 
legal and social victories against rac- 
ism and to successfully assert political 
power, minstrelsy lost popularity." 
So what is this telling us? By danc- 

ing and supporting this song in the clubs 
and at parties, are we repeating history? 
This is something we should all seriously 
keep in mind and take note every time 
this song is used as a source of entertain- 
ment. 

The Hip-Hop culture and community 
isn't unaware of the situational parody. 
On the XXL hip hop magazine website, 
xxlmag.com, a writer by the name of 
Marc Lamont Hill had this to say about 

minstrel shows. Am I getting old or is 
this dance, with all of the shuffling and 
light footing, nothing more than new- 
school minstrelsy? Even DJ Webstar's 
name has circus freak show connota- 
tions as it calls to mind the hit '80s TV 
series "Webster," which starred ah ador- 
able 25-year-old black midget. No Never- 
land Valley Ranch." 

Is Hip-Hop defining culture, or divid- 
ing culture? 
When fraternity girls from the U of 

I decided to make the decision move to 

poke fun at Hispanic Americans, did 
they dress the way they did because of 
the way Latinos are portrayed in the 
media? Is that the way they see Lati- 
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the culture. 

By attending this discussion people 
became familiar and knowledgeable of 
negative images in order to inform oth- 
ers, so that they, too can help to stop the 
perpetuation of ignorance. 
One topic that was shocking and stood 

out in this discussion was the relation to 
the recent Hip-Hop song "chicken noo- 
dle soup" by DJ Webstar to 19th century 

and often disparaging ways: as ignorant, 
lazy, bufoonish, superstitious, joyous, 
and musical. 
"The minstrel show began with brief 

burlesques and comic entr'actes in the 
early 1830s and emerged as a full-fledged 
form in the next decade. 

"It survived as professional entertain- 
ment until about 1910; amateur perfor- 
mances continued until the 1950s in high 

Chicken Noodle Soup by DJ Webstar, 
"Ironically, while minstrel show rap obvi- 
ously has its origins in shitty southern 
hip-hop, it was a group of jigs in Harlem, 
New York who were the first to cross that 
line into actual minstrelsy. If you notice, 
there's hardly a difference between the 
Chicken Noodle Soup dance, which is ah 
the rage on Youlhbe these days, and the 
actual dances performed in 19th century 

nos, because they hardly hear about or 
see them being acknowledged for their 
accomplishments? Is that why they did 
not dress up as doctors or lawyers? 

It could be, but hopefully we leant a 
lesson from these actions, so that they 
will not repeat themselves. Minorities 
have to step up and look at how we are 

being portrayed and find ways to close 
this door of ignorance. 



Holiday messages from the Prospectus staff 
As we closed out the semester 

with this final issue of the 2006 

Prospectus, I asked the staff to 
share some holiday messages 
with you. The paper has taken 
some very big steps in terms of 
advancement in the semester, 
and as a team we have learned a 
lot of new information together. 
We are very grateful for all of 
you who have voiced your opin- 
ions, who have contributed arti- 
cles, photographs, and ideas. 

I want to express my sincere 
thanks to my staff, and I've 

made some side notes in italics 
with their messages expressing 
to you some of the great work 

they've done this year. Then- 
hard work has helped to keep 
you, the reader, informed and 
aware. Thank you, and have a 
safe and heartfelt holiday sea- 
son. 

My love to Eva, Sarah and 
her family, my family in Hawaii 
and Texas, the Terrell Public 
Library staff, Siddartha, and 
my numerous friends who help 
me to keep working with posi- 
tive gusto over seventy hours a 

week, every week, every month, 
all year long.—Aaron Geiger, 
editor, Prospectus. 

John Eby, Advisor 
A second grade teacher read 

it to my brothers and me in, 
maybe 1965.1 went back to it in 
1993. To date, I've read Charles 
Dickens' A Christmas Carol 
nine or ten times. It's short! But 
even better, its brilliance never 
fades. Its message never dimin- 
ishes. And, it's much better to 
read than just watch the mo- 
vies. 

"I don't mean to be a Scrooge" 
is a sentence many of us have 
heard or used. But recall, reread, 
or read for the first time, part of 
the story's ending: 

"Scrooge was better than his 
word. He did tt ah, and infinitely 
more...He became as good a 
.friend, as good a master and as 
good a man, as the good old city 
knew, or any other good old city, 
town, or borough, in the good old 
world. Some people laughed to 
see the alteration in him, but he 
let them laugh, and little heeded 
them; .for he was wise enough 
to know that nothing ever hap- 
pened on this globe, for good, at 
which some people did not have 
their fill of laughter in the out- 
set; and knowing that such as 
these would be blind anyway... 
His own heart laughed: and that 
was quite enough for him... and 
it was always said of him, that 

he knew how to keep Christmas 
wed, if any man alive possessed 
the knowledge. May that he tndy 
said of as, and of ad of as.'" 

I have a difficult time not 

associating this story just with 
Christmas. That is, after all, its 
setting. But, these are global 
ideals, and human aspira- 
tions meant for consideration 

throughout the year. So, in that 
sense we should all be more like 

Scrooge. . & # 

Erik Pheifer, Assistant Editor 
There are two things I want to 

do when the New Year arrives. 
The hr st is to continue to become 
a better writer. The second thing 
is something I have wanted to 
do for a while and that is to go to 
a United States National Soccer 
Team match. Hopefully, I will 
be able to do both. I would also 
like to take this time to thank 

everyone who has been help- 
ful to me with my writing over 
the past year and a half, espe- 
cially my loving girlfriend and 
everyone in the Parkland Ath- 
letic Department. Have a happy 
holiday season! fErik has been 
a tremendous help, including 
his close ties with the athletic 

department, and his choice to 
step into a leadership role as 
Assistant Editor.The Prospec- 
tus would like to wish him well 
as he continues his education at 
ElU.-^dJ 

Kate Kaput, Advertising Sales 
and Business Manager 
Wow, 2006 is almost over!?! 

It's Strange how fast a year goes 
by but also strange how many 
things can happen in just one 
year. I hopefully will retain the 
lessons I learned this year and 
use them in the years to come. 
I would also like to thank every- 
one who has continued to read 
our paper this year through its 
many changes! - Happy Holi- 
days! fAH of the classifieds and 
advertisements that keep the 
paper running are managed by 
Kate. Her position is very impor- 
tant in the day-to-day function- 
ing of the paper—edj 

Ellen Schmidt, Staff Writer 
Merry Christmas! I would 

like to share with you in part a 
column that my grandfather, 
Bill Reilly, ran on Christmas. 
He was managing editor of the 
Daily News-Record until his 
death in November of 1961. 

What do 1 want/or Christmas? 

J want to know again the 
memories of Christmases gone 
by with some of the hope bom of 
the season erasing the sadness 
that must come with such mem- 
ories. 

i want to find in my heart too, 
a bit of remembering and a bit 
of forgetting...remembering the 
friendships and aii their bless- 
ings...forgetting iH wiii and 

grievances oid. 
And because it is Christmas, 

7 want to find it in my heart to 
give...to give notfbrthesmugsat- 
is/action of giving, hat because 7 
want to give and for that reason 
atone. And if 7 receive, iet it he 
with a gratefd heart. 

7 want those whom 7 tove who 
are far away, to be near me in 
thought and spirit, and over the 
mites 7 want to feet and know 
the tove 7 have for them this 
day and every day. And though 
Christmas may not be ours to 
share this day, 7 want thefaith to 
know that other Christmas days 
wittfind us together again. 
These do 7 want for Christ- 

mas. These may it be my btess- 

ing to know. 
Reprinted by permission of 

the Daily New-Record, Harri- 
sonburg, Va. fEtten has previ- 
ousiy contributed to the Pro- 
spectus, and wili be back in the 

spring semester—edj 

Porcha Clark, Contributing 
Writer/Photographer 
To close the semester, I would 

like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thanks to all those who 

support the Prospectus and 
read our articles from time to 
time. Also thanks to Aaron for 

giving me good feedback. I can't 
wait to start off fresh next year. 
Until then, Ciao. fPorcha has 
been working with local Park- 
land groups, and has heiped to 
develop the Diversity column 
that has been featured regularly 
this ./all.—edj 

Megan Olson, Staff Writer 
To my fellow Parkland stu- 

dents, have a safe and happy 
Holiday. Please keep in mind no 
matter what you celebrate, be 
it Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christ- 
mas, or a giving spirit, we are 
all one people. To my family 
and friends, I love you all and 
am looking forward to spending 
quality time with you! fMegan 
joined up in the middle of the 
semester and has helped to add 
a jew articles that contributed 
to the overall theme of the paper. 

She will he hack next semes- 
ter—edj 

Erika Porter, Photographer 
Prospectus Readers—the end 

of the semester is just about to 
wrap, and now you need to start 

wrapping up those presents! 
I hope the semester has gone 
by smoothly. Everyone passed 
their classes, right? I know I 
did! Have a spectacular winter 
break and enjoy what little snow 
we have on the ground. We will 
see you in 2007! fErika is one of 
the majorforces behind ah of the 
photography that has been fea- 
tured throughout the semester. 
She has helped to bring Park- 
land and the community to your 
eyes, and we're glad to have her 
on the team!—edj 

Takamichi Kono, Staff Writer 
f7hkatntchi jumped on board 

in early in the semester /is 
an irtternationai student, his 
articies have been steiiar by 
aii accounts. He has been an 

important part of the sta^f and 
we wish him a sa/e hotiday jour- 
ney as he traveis bach to Tbhyo 
jor the breah.—ed.j 

Karen Johner, Photographer 

Love, 
Christmas is the day of love. 
A day when the earth is as white 
as the dove. 
Presents to the ones we love. 
And mistle toes followed with a 
kiss. 
What a day, you'll always miss. 
Excitement, food, and warmth. 
Family, giving hugs and thanks. 
And the dreams of Old Saint 
Nick. 

But there is something we must 
keep in mind. 
Not everyone has the imagined 
Christmas. 
We must give thanks and we 
must be kind. 
Because some are poor and 
house-less. 

We must always keep those in 
our mind. 
And give, to those who can't pro- 
vide. 
A special Christmas is when 

your spirit will life 
Because you give someone else 
that special gift. 
fKaren is a veteran of the Pro- 

spectus, and has brought you 
many pictures from behind-the- 
scenes. She, like the rest of the 

See Staff on page 12 



Child Development 
Center 



Photos by Karyn Johner and Erika Porter/ 



HamwHoMays 
STAFF 

continued from page 9 

phofog stay, have elevated the 
paper to a new standard in the 

way of visual imagety.—edj 

Leah Zimmerman, Photogra- 
pher/Staff Writer 
Christmas is my favorite hol- 

iday. Sometimes, though, i get 
caught up in all of the pres- 
ents and glitter and forget what 
Christmas really means to me. 
I always over spend and I'm 
always searching for that per- 
fect present for a family mem- 
ber or friend that I don't see 
until the day after Christmas. 
My suggestion for inexpen- 

sive gifts for those fun, but not 
as close, friends or neighbors— 
go for baked goods. They're 
easy, fun to do, and you can 
make a lot at a time for numer- 
ous sweets lovers. 

Wishing all at the bookstore 
a very Merry Christmas and 
safe travels. Also to Stephanie, 
Devin, Zack, Ahbleza, Rachel, 
Ryan, and I'm sure others I'm 
forgetting, "Happy Christmas." 

/ Leah is a new addition to 

the Prospectus, and joined us in 
full force. She has written sev- 
eral articles, and has also been 
the third musketeer in the pho- 
tography team. Her contribu- 
tions have helped the paper 
immensely. We're very thankful 
for all of her hard work.—edj 

Brianna Waiden, Parkland Cal- 
endar 
fBrianna is the Zady behind 

the events on the calendar and 
is in her second year here. We 
would like to wish her a wonder 

/u! break.—ed.J 

Judy Seyb, Resident Cartoonist 
^Everyone has nightmares... 

bat not many have a great 
sense of humor iike Judy. She 
is a bright and chee?ftd person- 
ality that whizzes in and drops 
(%f loads of cartoons. In fact, we 
still have afew surplus drawings 
lying around the ojfice.—edj 

Nikki Blight, Web Mistress 
fNikki has been the resident 

code-writing guru, and returned 
to put the paper back on the web 
this semester. Check oat park- 
Iand.edu/jrrospectusJ 

Travis Shoemaker, Production 
Manager ^ 
Where do I begin? With 2006 

ending and my 21st coming up, 
I've never been so happy. I've 
had a iot of tough times this year 
and had a lot of life changing 
events happen all in one year. 
I'm glad 2007 is near, it gives 
me an opportunity to start over 
from scratch— new year, new 

resolutions, new goals, and new 
adventures. 

My adventures this year 
have been just that, but mostly 
bad, 2006 is not a year I want to 

remember and that's not good 
because it's the year I turn 21. 
With ah of my other trials and 
tribulations I'll be glad to sacri- 
fice one event to foruct about a 

of my New 
I don't 
Christ- 

I 

to share 
the hofidays with and shower 
With gifts, but 1 take the biame 
for that, I iOt her shp right 
through my fingers. Happy Hol- 
idays to everyone who follows 
and reads our paper, hopefully 
2006 was better for you then it 
was for me. But, 2007 for me 
will be that much better! fB*a- 
vts designs the paper—enough 

EUERyoHE MAS jQ^MTMAgES in A series 
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SPRING 2007 
Champaign's premie? student apartment community. 

EY-THE-BEDROOM LEASES' TONS OF PARKING' TANNING ROOMS' INDOOR BASKETBALL COURT 

FITNESS ROOM ' GAME ROOM - TV & BILLIARDS ' COMPUTER LOUNGE * STUDY ROOMS 

RESORT-STYLE TOOL' SUN DECK' RETS ALLOWED * SAND VOLLEYBALL * GRILLING AREAS 

MID BUS STOP' PRIVATE BATHROOMS' WASHERS & DRYERS IN UNITS' HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

ELECTRICITY INCLUDED ' CARLE TV WITH HRO ' DETACHED GARAGES ' CAR CARE CENTER 

877.788.WEST OR VISIT: WWW.88-WEST.COM 



Campus 
Heather fbnecasf 

Wednesday: Scattered Hurries before noon. Partly cloudy, 
with a high near 34. West wind around 14 mph. 
Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 11. Wind 
chill values between zero and 5. Northwest wind between 11 

and 14 mph. 
Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 24. 

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 10. Wind 
chill values between 2 and 7. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 31. 

Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 21. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 41. 

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 26. 

Sunday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 40. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 30. 

Monday: Partly cloudy, with a high near 40. 

TUesday: Showers, high 42, low near 31 

Wednesday: Showers, high 41, low near 28 

Did you know that safety is 
everyone's business? 

Icy road conditions can happen with very lit- 
tle notice. Since winter weather has quickly 
come upon us, please keep in mind the fol- 
lowing ways to insure safe travel. Roads 
are often icy at intersections so use caution. 
Remember, even though the car in front 
of you has a green light please give them 
enough time to build up traction to start 

through the intersection before you proceed 
with your car. 
The 2 second rule - Drivers should follow 

the 2 second rule when driving in fair weather. 
During rainy, icy, or other poor conditions driv- 
ers should use a 4-5 second rule. An example of 
the 2 second rule would be to stay approximately 
75 ft. back from the vehicle in front of you when 

you are driving 25 M.RH. So yes, there should a very 
large distance between you and the car in front of you 
during winter weather conditions. As you drive faster 
remember to increase the distance between vehicles. As 
always piease wear you safety beit; it could save your life if you 
loose control of your car while driving. 
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Two Dudes by Aaron Warner 
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Crossword 
ACROSS 

1 Trolley sound 
6Surprised 
sounds 

9 British racetrack 
14 Beau number 

two 
15 Help-page 

acronym 
16 Strong point 
17 Sharp 
18 Prevent from 

succeeding 
20 Friendly 
22 Four-legged 

friend 
23 All tied up 
24 Funny 
26 Bow skill 
28 Flabbergast 
30 Lack of success 
32 Adjective- 

forming suffix 
33 Hind part 
34 Grassy field 
38 Culpability 
40 Capture 
42 Sun-dried brick 
43 Theater drops 
45 Withstood 
47 Take the gold 
48 Hear visually? 
50 Brad or William 
51 Sea cow 
54 Pose for again 
56 Informed about 
57 Actress 

Longoria 
59 Hurried 
62 Purple shades 
65 Shoulder scarf 
66 Rub out 
67 Past 
68 Provide 

quarters for 
69 Spirited horse 
70 Smoked salmon 
71 Part of ICBM 

DOWN 
1 Rocky outcrop 
2 Parasites on 

people 
3 Benevolent like 
dad's brother 

4 United States or 
Canada, e.g. 

5 Flash of light 
6 Switch position 

@ 2006 Tribune Media Services, inc. 
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7Angel's strings 
STattle 
9 Sternward 
10 Poor loser 
11 Want badly 
12 Sea mammal 
13 Itsy-bitsy 
19 Guitar rhythm 
21 Existence 
25 "Thief" star 
27 Squeaking 

sound 
28Bro'sbros 
29 Dusting powder 
31 Angry 
33 Send payment 
35 Manage through 

sacrifice 
36 Last bio? 
37 Departed 
39 Northern Italian 

cuisine 
41 Wild hog 
44 Velocity 
46 German/Polish 

border river 
49 Tell ail 
50 Detroit eager 

Sotutions 

51 Lounging 
slippers 

52 Off to one side 
53 Cosmic 

spectacles 
55 Raw fish dish 
58 Jason's ship 

60 In addition to 
61 Bucks and 

stags 
63 Homer's 

neighbor 
64 Red or White 

team 



CtassitieHs 

H For Lease 

510 S. Mattis, C— Leasing for immediate occupancy. Brand new, 
gorgeous, huge 2 bedroom 21/2 bathroom townhomes at $875/ 
mo unfurnished and 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bathroom townhomes at 
$1150/mo unfurnished. Units include washer/dryer, central A/C, 
garages, top of the line appliances, patios. Great west Champaign 
location! BARR REAL ESTATE, INC., 356-1873, www.barrrre.com 

H Donations 

Can't sell your books back?— Donate them to Better World 
Books, sponsored by PhiTheta Kappa. Find the green drop boxes 
or visit us in the Welcome Center on December 11,13 and 15. 

Crossword 
ACROSS 

1 Dollar 
5Moviesiren 
9 One Gandhi 
14 We've got a 

problem! 
15 Mine, in Metz 
16 Unicellular 

critter 
17 Raining lightly 
19 1998 Disney 

feature 
20 Wd. in Roget's 
21 Free, with a 

warning 
23 Some cameras, 

briefly 
24 Skinny 
25 Kind of cat 
27 Fancy ties 
30 Kitchen bin 
33 Fictitious 
34 Well-known 
35 Wind dir. 
36 Kinks classic 
37 Cosby kid Lisa 
38 "Misery" star 
39 Web address, 

for short 
40 More devoted 
41 Chutney fruit 
42 Gym shoes 
44 Marcus or 

Jackie of 
baseball 

45 Rub it in 
46 Hilo dance 
47 Half of MCIV 
49 Pollute 
51 Actress West 
54 Respond 
56 "Sixteen Tons" 

singer 
58 Muscle protein 
59 Protuberance 
60 Cannonball 

metal 
61 Bread grain 
62 Sooty matter 
63 Warrior princess 

of TV 

DOWN 
1 Flowers-to-be 
2 "Driving Miss 

Daisy" writer 
Alfred 

3 Meter insert 
4 Freq. meas. 

@ 2006 Tribune Media Services, !nc. 
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5 1950s rocker 
Ritchie 

6 Concord 
7 Like pre-stereo 
sound 

8 Pork supplier 
9 Aries animal 
10 Tickled 
11 Cotorfui candies 
12 Building beam 
13 Moving vehicles 
18 Poland's 

currency 
22 Naval force 
24_fide 
26 Young boy 
27 Stellar grade 
28 Clipped 
29 Of undergrads 
30 Deadly poisons 
31 Missouri feeder 
32 Inert gas 
34XIVs 
37 Dough 
38 Water-to-wine 

city 
40 Bout-stopping 

tetters 

Sotutions 

41 Free-for-al) 
43 "Clueless" star 

Silverstone 
44Ms. Capulet 
46 Caste member 
47 Gunslinger's 

challenge 

48 Poland's Walesa 
50 Beginning with 
51 Extra amount 
52 Elvis_Presley 
53 Writer Best 
55 Nobel explosive 
57 Repair 

Make a joyful noise! 

Happy Holidays 

//V7ERES7ED //V DEE/G/V ? 

The Schooi of the Art tnstitute of Chicago (SA)C) is hosting a Design Open House 
on December 16, 2006 from 12:00-3:00 p.m. in our newiy renovated architecture, 
interior architecture, and designed objects facitities at 36 South Wabash Avenue in 
downtown Chicago. 

Join us for a tour of the new faciiities, inciuding the new GFRY Design Studio. 
Facuity and admissions staff wiii be on hand to tatk about design at SAtC. 

Sign up now at www.saic.edu/admissions/ug_admiss/events 

The Schoot of the Art institute 
of Chicago is stiii accepting 
transfer apptications for the 

Spring 2007 semester! 

Appiy oniine at 
www.saic.edu/admissions/ 
oniine_app/index.htmi 

Fa!) 2007 deadlines: 

Priority deadiine for ait students: FEBRUARY 1 

Second schoiarship deadiine for transfer 
students: JUNE 1 

SA!C Schoo) of the Art institute of Chicago 

For more information: 

ADMISSIONS 

36 S. Wabash Avenue, suite 1201 

Chicago, IL 60603 
www.saic.edu * admiss@saic.edu 

800.232-7242 - 312.629-6100 



Oassinens 

^Apartments 
Courtyard on Randotph— Now renting for 

fait from $626/mo., two and three-bedroom 
apartments. 713 S. Randotph, Champaign. 
Includes cable, water, trash, laundry facility 
and seasonal pool. 352-8540 a m., 377-4877 
p.m www.faronproperties.com 

H Apartments__ 
Westgate Apartments—1600 W. Bradley, 
one and two bedrooms. Furnishings avail- 
able. Great Value! $460. Pools, tennis, laun- 

dry, courtesy guard at entrance. 359-5330. 
www.westgateapts.net 

wrv 
f&Mand CoMege 7e^sw! 

Parkland 

radio 

station 

Immediate Seasonal 

Openings 
Jain the leader it] the radio control hobby industry and sperm 
your free time earning extra cash! We currentty have seasonal 
openings tor: 

Cata/og Mtone Ontar &<rars.' Take inbound catls from our 

cataiog customers. Earn $1-$2 per hour in incentive pay. 

] Opportunity tor a wage increase within 30 days. 
Ware/wuse 4ssoc/afas Work in our warehouse 

^ assisting in the order fuifiiiment process, immediate 

\ openings for Pickers, Packers, and Materia) Handiers. 

I MoM/ca a^ers; 

* Empioyee Stoci< Ownership Man 
* Ccmpetihve Wages 
- Emptoyee Purchase Man 

MOSSKTO 

Ad to read: (please print) 

E-MA!L * FAX - MA!L * DROP )N 
Submit foiiowing information with dassified ad. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City, State, Zip __ 

Daytime Phone_ 

E-mai) (opt.)_ 

# of words_ 

Dates to run 

E-MAtL 

prospectusads@parkland.edu 

FAX 

2)7-373-3835 

MAtL/DROPtN 
Parkland Prospectus 
Rm X155,2400 W. Bradley Ave. 
Champaign. IL 61821-1899 

DEADUNES 
!. Ai! classified ads must be submitted by 

5 p.m. of the Thursday before desired 
pubiication. 

2. Ads cannot be canceied after the above 
deadiine. 

BAS!C RATE 
25 words $4.00 
Each additiona! word is ! 0%. 

POL!C!ES 
!. The Prospectus reserves the right to 

revise or reject any advertisement. 
2. Advertisers must verify ads for 

accuracy.The Prospectus is not 
responsibie for any errors from the 
advertiser. 

3. !n case of an error in a pubiished 
ciassified the Prospectus wi!! run the 
ad again corrected. 

Any questions can be directed to Kate 
Kaput, Business and Advertising Manager 
for the Prospectus at 2) 7-373-3876. 

Us# tts on the VMeb at 

CrimeStoppers seeks assistance 
This week, CrimeStop- 

pers and the Rantoul 
Police Department are 

seeking information 

regarding several 

burglaries to con- 

struction equipment 
trailers. The bur- 

glaries occurred in 
Rantoul between 
October 16th and 
November 13th. 
On October 16th, a bur- 

glary to a small trailer 
parked in the 1200 block 
of Cypress Lane was 

reported. Taken were 

construction tools, includ- 
ing a generator, nail guns, 
and a circular saw. 
On November 8th, a 

burglary to a construction 
trailer and storage shed 
located in the 400 block of 
South Murray Road, the 
site where the new Super 

Wal-Mart is being built, 
was reported. Taken were 
various construction tools, 
including several drills 
_ and saws. 

On November 

13th, a burglary to 
a construction com- 

pany trailer parked 
in the 200 block of 
Sunview Drive was 

reported. Taken 
were various construc- 

tion tools, including nail 
guns and a jig saw. 

If you have any infor- 

mation, call 373-TIPS. 

Uni versify (Tonirrhens ^\;3c?rfm€?nfs 
Home of fhe 

COBRA A7*HtErfS.' 

NO DEPOS!T! 

CALL 
NOW! 

337-1800 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
SA7-10am-4pm 

tndividua) teases 

FREE Roommate matching service 
1, 2, 3, & 4-bedroom apartments 
FREE Parking 
FREE Ethernet and Cabte w/HBO 
Heated poo) and Hot tub 
Tennis, Basketba)) and 

Votteybat! courts 
Ctose to campus 
Bus service avaitabie 

Washer & Dryer in each Apt. 
Group discounts avaiiabte 
24-hour Fitness Center 

Computer Lab 
Game Room 

Prices 

Starting at 
$365 

Take a virtua! tour! 

www.universitycommons.com 

UNtVERStTY COMMONS 
1321 N. Uncoin 

Urbana^ <L 61801 



Parkland's Neavllle sets NJCAA record 
By ERIK PHEtFER 

/Sss/sfanf Fd/tor 

On November 14 the Park- 
land College Men's Basketball 
Team and their star player Matt 
Neaville took the court against 
Malcolm X in what started out 
as just another ordinary basket- 
ball game. However, by the end 
of the game, Neaville had com- 

pleted what turned out to be a 
record setting night he will not 
soon forget. 

Neaville actually started the 

game off stow, missing his first 
five three-point shots. However, 
after the slow start he caught 
fire. He ended the first half with 
an impressive 25 points, but the 
best was yet to come. 

In the second half, Neaville 
took full advantage of the zone 
defense that Malcolm X was 

playing. The zone defense 
allowed him to get open looks 
from long range ah night, and 
he just kept making them. In 
fact, he hit an amazing ten treys 
in the second half. When the half 

came to an end, he had scored 
another 33 points, bringing his 
total to 58 points for the game. 
This was enough to break the 
Parkland single game scoring 
record of 50. 

Neaville finished the game 
shooting 19 for 29 from the field 
and 17 for 26 on his three point 
attempts. 
After the game, it was discov- 

ered that Neaville had broke the 
NJCAA record for most three 

pointers made in a game. The 
previous record of 15 was set in 

2001. This feat is also believed 
to be a national collegiate record 
j(includes NCAA, NAIA, and 
NJCAA), but that is still await- 
ing confirmation. 

Neaville wanted to give his 
teammates credit for contin- 

ually giving him good looks 

throughout the game. He said it 
was amazing and a big accom- 
plishment, but he says he 
couldn't have done it without 
them. 

Neaville said he was aware 
what the scoring record was 

going into the game. 
"It wasn't my goal. It just hap- 

pened," said Neaville. 
Neaville outscored Malcolm 

X himself as he led the Cobras 
to a 100-54 victory. He is the 
leading scorer in the NJCAA 
averaging 36.3 points per game. 
He is shooting a mind- blowing 
57.6 percent (53 for 92) on three 
pointers for the season. 
Some of the information in 

this article was borrowed from 
a Parkland College Athletic 
Department Press Release. 

Athlete Profile 
Name: Matt Neaville 

Sport: Mens Basketball 
Position: Guard 
Number: 11 

Height: 60" 
Grade: Sophomore 
Favorite Athlete: Kobe Bry- 
ant 

Favorite Sports Tbam: Lakers 
Other Hobbies: Spending time 
with girlfriend, music, video 
games 
Future Plans: Play pro basket- 
ball overseas or in the NBA 

High School: Urbana High 
HS Achievements: All area 

Hrst team senior year, All-state 

special mentioned, 2"" place in 
state three-point contest, 3 all- 
tournament first teams during 
my career. 

Q/A with Matt Neavitle — 

Why you chose Parkland: It 
was the best fit for me and a 

great school 
Best sports moment: Hitting 

a game winning half court shot 
against Rantoul and breaking 
the scoring record at Parkland 
by scoring 58 points against 
Malcolm X 

College Awards: Freshman 
and Conference Player of the 
year, Region 24 Player of the 
year,3"*team all American,Pre- 
season 1=* team all American. 

Thoughts on Award(s): I just 
thank god, my girlfriend, my 
family, my teammates, and 
my coach for giving me the 
opportunity to play basketball 

and achieve the awards that I 
have received. 

CoUege Stats: Freshmen— 
20 ppg, 3 apg, 3 rbg; Sopho- 
more—36.3 ppg 

Quote: "Practice makes Per- 
fect" 

People don't know what 
about you?: I like to cuddle 
Other Interesting facts 

about yourseif: I can't go Divi 
sion I or NCAA—period— 
because my clock has been 

ticking to long. I started full 
time school in 2002 and you 
only get 5 years which this is 
my fifth year. I quit school for 
a year or two. So, I am going to 
go to Biola University, which 
is a NAIA Division I in Cali- 

fornia, or go Overseas. 

Chicago Bears running back Cedric Benson (32) scores past Minnesota Vikings defender Darren Sharper in the third quarter. The Bears defeated the 
Vikings, 23-13, at Soldier Field in Chicago, Illinois, Sunday, December 3, 2006. Jim Prisching/^/c^& 



Softball coach overcomes Junior College recruiting hardships 
H Clutts turns program into powerhouse 

By ERiK PHEtFER 
/tss/'sfanf Ed/tor 

In the world of college recruit- 
ing, there is a distinct difference 
between the top tier teams and 
all other collegiate teams. The 
top tier almost exclusively fea- 
tures NCCA affiliated schopls. 
These schools have the luxury 
of being able to recruit all of the 
best players in the country. The 
big schools are often the ones 
most talked about. & & ! 
On the other side of the spec- 

trum there are smaller NCCA 

schools, NAIA sclmoh and 
NJCAA schools. The coaches at 
small schools have to approach 
recruiting in a whole different 
way. They have to be realistic 
on who they can get and where 
they can get them. They can't 
waste their time trying to get 

blue chip recruits from all over 
the nation. These coaches often 
don't have scouts or numerous 
assistants to help them with 
their recruiting. They have to 
do it mostly by themselves. 
Small college coaches have to 

be creative and flexible. In these 

ways, being a head coach at a 
small school is much more chal- 

lenging than being a head coach 
at a larger school. 
So what are the keys to being 

successful at this level? What do 
coaches at small schools have 
to do on a daily basis to ensure 
their program's success? How 
are small college coaches' jobs 
different from large school 
coaches'? 
To explore the answers to 

these questions and many more, 
1 interviewed very successful 
Parkland College Head Softball 

Coach Chuck Clutts to get his 

insight on recruiting at a smali 
school. In six years, Clutts has 
turned Parkland, an NJCAA 
Division II school, into a softball 
dynasty. They have advanced to 
Nationals five consecutive years 
finishing in 2"<* three times, 4th, 
and 5th. 
Each year Clutts reloads his 

team with top notch talent and 

puts his team in position to chal- 
lenge for a National Champion- 
ship. What makes this feat even 
more impressive is that he has 
been able to do this with con- 

stantly changing squads from 
year to year. Since Parkland is 

only a junior college school, his 
players only have two years of 
eligibility, which means he loses 
approximately half his players 
each year. 

Clutts sees many differences 

between the way small and big 
colleges recruit. He commented 
that at the junior college level 
you have to recruit players that 
are college ready. He can't take 
on "projects" like four years 
schools can because there is not 
enough time to develop theirtal- 
ent. 

Clutts also doesn't usually 
recruit by position, but looks 
for players that are flexible and 
can play multiple positions. Thts 
is much different from bigger 
schools because they recruit to 
fill specific positions. 
He usually has to wait after 

the NCAA early signing period 
to see what players are going to 
do. However, after this passes, 
he will pursue players that he 
thinks he can get harder. 
He has as many as 65 girls 

who are interested in playing 

at Parkland and the number 
continues to grow each week. 
He recruits from the smallest 
towns to the biggest cities in the 
state of Illinois. Bigger schools 
will usually just focus on big- 
ger areas. Recruiting in smaller 
Communities can be tedious but 
can also be rewarding when you 
8nd that diamond in the rough 
that no one else knew about. 

- Clutts has many keys to his 
success at Parkland. He recruits 
all year long and travels the 
state to watch dozens of games 
each week during the summer. 

"You have to recruit better than 

you have," said Clutts. He said 
he can't be satisfied with the 

players he has. He continually 
needs to try and improve his 

See Recruit on page 20 
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team. This is not a knock on his 

players; instead, it is the reality 
that exists if you want to be good 
and stay good. 

"If I recruit well, my job is a 
lot easier," added Clutts. 

Clutts recruits players as 

early as their freshman year 
in high school and will contin- 
ually keep in touch with them 
by email. Through their high 
school years, Clutts will go to 

multiple games of a prospec- 
tive player. This takes the pres- 
sure off the player of having to 
perform well during only a few 
games. 
The fact that he shows up to 

so many games goes a long way 
with the players and means a 
great deal to them. 
Another one of Clutts' keys 

is that he has fun with recruit- 

ing. It is the second most fun 

thing about his job only behind 
his games. He reaily enjoys get- 
ting to know the girls, watching 
them develop into extraordi- 

nary young women, and seeing 
them be successful. 

"Recruiting is the only game 
you win and lose at [as a coach]," 
commented Clutts. 
The success of the program 

has often gone a long way in 
helping recent recruiting. Play- 
ers like to win, and at Parkland 
they will win a lot. The team's 
success has generated some 
interest from players from 

places as far away as Connect- 
icut. Recruits love the idea of 

having a chance to play for a 
national title every year. 

Clutts and his current play- 
ers also send out postcards to 
recruits during Christmas time 
and other times during the year 
to make them feel welcome. He 
also makes use of a question- 
naire on the recruiting process 
to try and improve things in the 

future. He also lets prospective 
recruits and their parents ask 

questions and voice their con- 
cerns to current players. 
Maybe the biggest key to his 

success is Parkland itself. Park- 
land has a tradition of being one 
of the best academic junior col- 
leges in the country. Also, the 
location of Parkland makes 

things much easier on him. With 
Parkland being within a short 
drive of many population clus- 
ters, Clutts can recruit and fol- 
low a variety of players. 

Clutts believes in always being 
honest with his recruits even if 
that means losing a player. He 
will also never say anything bad 
about another school and will 
never pressure a player into 

doing something. 
Clutts is a class act on and off 

the held and future coaches ah 
over the nation would do well to 
follow the examples he has set 
in his short and successful time 
at Parkland. 

Men's BasketbaH 

Record: 5-4 

The Cobras dropped a 
close game to 10th ranked 

Wilbur Wright 73-70. The 
loss dropped their record 
to 5-4. The men's upcom- 

ing schedule has theq^ 
playing hosts to 
kee, Illinois Cen^ 
Lincoln 

ber 7th^ 
respeq 

t. to New 

yo games 
:t. They 

Hose at Winter 
"with road games 

against Shawnee on Janu- 
ary 3rd and John Wood on 

January 6th. 

Women's Baskq^alr 
Record: 

Desn^^^ loss last sy 
urda^o^^ikak^^ne 

Cobn^^mve still 

yoiwthree ^n of four 

^ir record now 

.at 4r-3. 

!ey will travel to Lin- 
coln Trail on December 

7th, play hosts to Lincoln 
Land on the 15th, and 
close out the year with 

a trip to ICC on the 19th. 
They open up the New 
Year with trips to Shaw- 
nee and John Wood on the 
3rd and 6th. 
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