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Abstract:

Syed Ashraf's novel, "Numberdar Ka Neela," serves as a potent
critique of the post-colonial condition. It illustrates how
oppression and exploitation persist even after country gains
independence. The author delves into issues like power
concentration, power abuse, and resistance to oppression, set in
the early 7/950s post-colonial context. The central character,
Thakur Odal Singh, embodies power, exploitation, and tyranny.
He symbolizes the forces struggling to retain their dominance in
a changing society. Thakur's authority is epitomized by his blue
bull, ‘Neela’, representing the violent and destructive
consequences of concentrated power. Despite Neela's sacred
status in Hindu religion, the villagers gradually realize it is
merely a tool of oppression wielded by Thakur to maintain
control. The novel culminates with the villagers finally rebelling
against this cruelty, resulting in Neela's defeat and
disappearance, as well as the demise of Thakur and his two
sons. This article critically analyzes the symbolism and
postcolonial context of "Neela” in "Numberdar Ka Neela."

Keywords:
Colonialism, Anti-Colonialism, Urdu Fiction, Urdu Literature,
Syed Ashraf, Numberdar Ka Neela, Hinduism, Symbolism.
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"When linked with the primigenial goddess Neith, the cow

Is a mother-symbol, representing the primal principle of
humidity and endowed with certain androgynous—or
gynandrous, rather—characteristics. In Egypt it was
linked with the idea of vital heat. Vac, the feminine aspect
of Brahma, is known as the ‘melodious Cow’ and as the

‘Cow of abundance."®
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