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“What is the best 
book you’ve read 

recently?”

Local Q& A: by TLV Staff

Trent Coleman
“I Am America: 

The True Story of 
Russ Green.”

Carter Wilkes
“I’m Just Dead, 

I’m Not Gone by Jim 
Dickinson.”

One of the University of Mississippi’s and Oxford’s 
most popular events will take place March 27–29, when 
poets, novelists, journalists, scholars, and, most impor-
tantly, readers, will flock to Oxford to celebrate the 
Twenty-Sixth Oxford Conference for the Book. The 
event is always free and open to the public with events 
taking place on campus, the Lafayette County Court-
house, Square Books, and other venues around town. 
Visit www.oxfordconferenceforthebook.com for a com-
plete schedule and more information.

Kicking off the conference is Wednesday’s luncheon 
program, which takes place at the J.D. Williams Library 
on the University campus. Three program sessions on 
Wednesday afternoon take place at the Overby Center 
for Southern Journalism and Politics, located on the 
University campus. The day’s final reading by Leanne 
Shapton takes place at Off Square Books at 5 pm.

Shapton is one of our most imaginative writers, [who] 
explores the visitations that haunt us in the midst of life, 
and reinvents the very way we narrate experience. In 
more than two dozen stories and vignettes, accompanied 
by an evocative curiosity cabinet of artifacts and images, 
her collection, Guestbook: Ghost Stories, beckons us 
through the glimmering, unsettling evidence that marks 
our paths in life.

Thursday’s sessions take place at the Overby Center on 
campus. Thacker Mountain Radio will be held at the 
Lyric Theatre at 6 pm, and the screening of La Frontera 
and a reading from Border Walk will be held at the 
Powerhouse at 8 pm. Thacker Mountain Radio will 
feature author Ken Wells with his culinary memoir, 
Gumbo Life: Tales from the Roux Bayou. Wells spends 
time with octogenarian chefs who turn the lowly coot 
into gourmet gumbo; joins a team at a highly competi-
tive gumbo contest; visits a factory that churns out 
gumbo by the ton; observes the gumbo-making rituals 
of an iconic New Orleans restaurant where high-end 
Creole cooking and Cajun cuisine first merged. Ren-
dered in Wells’ affable prose, Gumbo Life makes clear 
that gumbo is more than simply a delicious dish: it’s an 
attitude, a way of seeing the world.

Friday’s sessions take place at at the Lafayette County 
and Oxford Public Library, Off Square Books, and an 
in-store performance by Willy Vlautin and Justin Peter 
Kinkel-Schuster at The End of All Music at 7 pm.

A highlight of Friday’s events is a reading at the Lafay-
ette County Courthouse by Salvator Scibona. 

With intense feeling, uncommon erudition, and brac-
ing style, Scibona offers at once a pensive exploration of 
how we are capable of both inventing and discovering 
our true families and a lacerating interrogation of insti-
tutional power at its most commanding and terrifying. 
An odyssey of loss and salvation ranging across four 
generations of fathers and sons, The Volunteer is a tri-
umph in the grandest traditions of American storytelling.

Signings for each day’s authors will take place at 5 pm 
that evening, at Off Square Books Wednesday and 
Friday, and at The Lyric preceding Thacker Mountain 
Radio on Thursday.

The 26th Annual Oxford Conference for 
the Book Brings Lit Lovers Together

continued on page 3

Nathan Bass
“Just Kids - Patti Smith”

Meaghin Burke 
“The Great Believers 
by Rebecca Makkai.”

Suzanne 
Helveston

“The Story of the 
Trapp Family 

Singers, The Story 
that Inspired the 

Sound of Music by 
Maria Augusta Trapp. 
Book I still have on 

my mind - An 
Unforeseen Life by 
Oxford’s own Mary 

Ann Connell.”

Melody George 
Logan

“Where The Crawdads 
Sing by Delia Owens.”

Gaetano 
Catelli

“America First: 
Understanding 

the Trump 
Doctrine by 

Oxford’s 
Danny Toma.”

Melissa Vincent
“All the Light We 

Cannot See - 
Anthony Doerr.”

Bill DeJournett 
“Biography of 

Ulysses S. Grant.”

Louis Bourgeois
“The Temptation to 
Exist, Emil Cioran”



THE LOCAL VOICE #323  www.TheLocalVoice.net2

Lori Cole
“All against All 

by Nathan 
Allen”

Scott Sisk
“Brandon Sanderson’s 

Oathbringer was phenomenal!”

Yvonne King Box
“Thin Air by David Box!!! 

Awesome book!!!”

Mark 
Kibler

“Liberty and 
Tyranny by 
Mark Levin”

“What is the best book 
you’ve read recently?”

Jennifer Murchison 
“Becoming, Michelle Obama”

Matt Chambley
“Good Omens. TV series pre-

mieres at the end of the month.”

Duncan Calvert Turner
“War at the End of the World, 

It’s about combat in and 
around New Guinea in WW2.”

Sean 
Johnson

“Snow Crash 
by Neal 

Stephenson”

Daniel Perea
“Redemption 
Song: The 

Ballad of Joe 
Strummer”

Dianne Davidson
“The Reckoning, John Grisham”
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Saturday, May 11th 
 The Bluff
natchez, ms

tickets: ardenland.net or call 877.987.6487

Bishop Gunn
TYLER CHILDERS
BLACK STONE CHERRY
SOUTHERN AVENUE
MAGNOLIA BAYOU

Produced by ardenland

Crawfish provided by 
C&M Crawfish

The 2019 Oxford Conference 
for the Book Children’s Book 
Festival (CBF) will be held on 
Friday, March 29, at the Ford 
Center for Performing Arts.

The first-grade author will be 
Dan Santat, for his book After 
the Fall. The fifth-grade author 
is Sharon Draper, for Out of 
My Mind. Area first graders 
will visit with the author at the 
Ford Center at 9 am, and fifth 
graders will visit with their 
author at 10:30 am. There will 
be a book signing by the authors 
that afternoon from 3–4 pm at 
Square Books, Jr.

The goal of the Children’s 
Book Festival is to give each 
child a book of his or her own, 
which they will read along with 
classmates and their teacher 
during the school year. The 
Children’s Book Festival serves 
more than 1,200 area first-
graders and fifth-graders from 
schools in Lafayette County 
and Oxford. Committees made 
up of local school librarians, 
teachers, and representatives 
from the Lafayette County 
Literacy Council (sponsor of 
the first grade), Junior Auxil-
iary (sponsor of the fifth grade), 
and Square Books, Jr. choose 
the book each year. The Confer-
ence then invites those authors 
to present programs to 
each grade.

All sessions of the Oxford 
Conference for the Book are 
free and open to the public.  

continued from page 1

Leanne Shapley

Ken Wells

Salvatore Scibona

Dan Santat

Sharon Draper
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See specials every day from Ajax, Boure, City Grocery, Moe’s, and more @TheLocalVoice online every day at 11:30 am

TUESDAYS
Ajax: Happy Hour: 5–7 pm: $1 off everything
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 7 am–1:30 pm; Early bird 

special: 25% off (till 9 am)
Bouré: $3 Miller High Life; Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off 

domestics & wells; Upstairs, 4–close: ½-off bottles of house pinot 
noir and pinot grigio w/ appetizer purchase

Cellar: Open at 8 pm. $2 Blue Moon drafts & PBR 
tallboys; $1 tacos (till 9 pm)

Chancellor’s House: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: ½-off tapas, 
wine, and Martinis

City Grocery: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm (upstairs):  
$1 off all drinks 

The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): Happy Hour: drink 
specials from 4–7 pm

Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: $4 wells, $4 Daiquiris
Grit (Taylor): Open for lunch 11 am–2:30 pm
Growler: Flight Night: $1 off beer flights, $2 off whiskey 

and moonshine flights
Holy Crab & Sushi: Buy 1 get 1 free Daiquiris; Happy 

Hour: 2:30–5:30 pm: $3.99, $4.99, $5.99 select food & 
drink specials

Levee: Happy Hour: 5–7:30 pm: $2 domestics, $5 pitchers, $1 
tacos (till 9); $3 Margaritas, $1 drafts (8 pm–close)

Library: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 off everything
Moe’s BBQ: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: $1 off drinks,  ½-off 

Snacks; 2-for-1 drafts (7 pm–till)
Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: John Wayne; any sandwich 

with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick any noodle, sauce, 
& two vegetables with soup or salad $9 (11 am–2 pm)

Snackbar: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 daily 
drafts, $4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails

Soulshine: Kids Eat Free! Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 
PBR, $2 domestics, $3 drafts, ½-off select appetizers

South Depot: 2-for-1 domestics; Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off
The Summit: Tini-Tuesday: 2-for-1 Martinis (7pm-close)
Track 61: ½-price white wine Sangrias; Happy Hour: 4–7 

pm: $1 off all drinks
Volta: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $3.25 domestics, $4.50 

premiums, $5.50 liquor

MONDAYS
Ajax: Happy Hour: 5–7 pm: $1 off everything
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 7 am–1:30 pm
Bouré: $3 Miller High Life; Happy Hour All Day: $1 

off domestics & wells
Cellar: Open at 8 pm. ½-off specialty cocktails & 

Martinis; 50¢ wings (till 9 pm)
Chancellor’s House: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: ½-off 

Tapas, wine, and Martinis
City Grocery: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm (upstairs): $1 off
The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): Happy Hour: drink 

specials from 4–7 pm
Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: $4 Octanes, $2 domestics
Growler: Happy Hour: 2–9 pm: $1 off all pints
Holy Crab & Sushi: 50¢ wings all day; Happy Hour: 

2:30–5:30 pm: $3.99, $4.99, $5.99 select food & 
drink specials

Levee: Happy Hour: 5–7:30 pm: $2 domestics, $5 
pitchers, 50¢ wings (till 9); 2-for-1 vodka  
(8 pm–close)

Library: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 off everything
Moe’s BBQ: $2 domestics, ½-off wings,  

½-off nachos
Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: Buffalo Kicken Chicken; 

any sandwich with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick 
any noodle, sauce, & two vegetables with soup or 
salad $9 (11am–2pm)

Snackbar: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 
daily drafts, $4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails

Soulshine: $10 Cheese & Pepperoni Pizza; Happy 
Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 PBR, $2 domestics, $3 drafts, 
½-off select appetizers

South Depot: 2-for-1 frozen Margaritas; Happy Hour: 
4–7pm: $1 off everything at bar

The Summit: 2-for-1 Wells (7pm-close)
Track 61: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off all drinks
Volta: ½-price Margaritas & Frozen Mojitos; Happy 

Hour: 4–7 pm: $3.25 domestics, $4.50 premiums, 
$5.50 liquor

Closed: Chancellor’s Grill, GRIT

WEDNESDAYS
Ajax: Happy Hour: 5–7 pm: $1 off everything
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 7 am–1:30 pm; Early bird 

special: 25% off (till 9 am) 
Bouré: $3 Miller High Life; Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off 

domestics & wells; Upstairs, 9 pm–close: $3 wells
Cellar: Open at 8 pm. ½-off wine & champagne; $10 

wings & fries basket (till 9 pm)
Chancellor’s House: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: ½-off Tapas, 

wine, and Martinis
City Grocery: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm (upstairs): $1 off
The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): Happy Hour: drink 

specials from 4–7 pm
Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: “Ladies’ Night”: $2 domestics (for everyone), 

2-for-1 Skinny Bitches (for the ladies)
Grit (Taylor): BUCK-A-SHUCK - $12/dozen oyesters, $4 

Bonterra Sauvignon Blanc
Growler: “Wild Card Wednesday”: bartender’s choice 

on Happy Hour pints
Holy Crab & Sushi: Happy Hour: 2:30–5:30 pm: $3.99, 

$4.99, $5.99 select food & drink specials
Levee: Happy Hour: 5–7:30 pm: $2 domestics, $5 pitchers, $10 

wings + fries basket (till 9 pm); $2 wells (8 pm–close)
Library: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 off everything
Moe’s BBQ: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: $1 off drinks,  ½-off 

Snacks; 2-for-1 house wine & Rebel Yell whiskey  
(7 pm–till)

Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: Chicken Tuscany; any 
sandwich with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick any 
noodle, sauce, & two vegetables with soup or salad $9 
(11 am–2 pm); Eat Up & Wine Down Wednesday: 
Half-price single-topping pizza (4–7 pm), half-price 
house wine (4 pm–close); 

Snackbar: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 daily 
drafts, $4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails 

Soulshine: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 PBR, $2 domestics, 
$3 drafts, ½-off select appetizers

South Depot: 2-for-1 wells; Happy Hour: 4–7pm: $1 off
The Summit: Whiskey Wednesday: 3-for-1 Well Whiskey 

(7 pm–close)
Track 61: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off all drinks
Volta: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $3.25 domestics, $4.50 

premiums, $5.50 liquor



THURSDAYS
Ajax: Happy Hour: 5–7 pm: $1 off everything
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 7 am–1:30 pm; Early bird 

special: 25% off (till 9 am) 
Bouré: $3 Miller High Life; Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off 

domestics & wells; 10 pm–close: $2 Fireball
Cellar: Open at 8 pm. 2-for-1 wells until 11 pm; full menu 

until 9 pm
City Grocery: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm (upstairs): $1 off
The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): Happy Hour: drink 

specials from 4–7 pm
Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: $12 Large Pepperoni Pizza and $2 Domestics 

until 9 pm
Growler: Open 2–8 pm
Holy Crab & Sushi: Happy Hour: 2:30–5:30 pm: $3.99, 

$4.99, $5.99 select food & drink specials
Levee: Happy Hour: 4–7:30 pm: $10 Q burger & 

bottomless beer; 2-for-1 wells (Ladies’ Night 8–11 pm)
Library: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 off everything
Moe’s BBQ: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: $1 off drinks, ½-off 

Snacks; ½-price wells, $4 Bushwackers  
(7 pm–till)

Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: Americana; any sandwich 
with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick any noodle, 
sauce, & two vegetables with soup or salad $9  
(11 am–2 pm)

Snackbar: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 daily 
drafts, $4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails 

Soulshine: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 PBR, $2 domestics, 
$3 drafts, ½-off select appetizers

South Depot: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off at bar
The Summit: 2-for-1 Wine and Half-Price Artist Vodka 

Martinis (7pm-close)
Track 61: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off all drinks
Volta: ½-price Margaritas & Frozen Mojitos;  

Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $3.25 domestics, $4.50 premiums, 
$5.50 liquor
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SATURDAYS
Ajax: Kitchen open till 10 pm; Bar open till
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 8 am–3 pm; Mid-day 

Midtown Happy Hour: $5 Bloody Marys & Mimosas 
(11:30 am–1:30 pm)

Bouré: $3 Miller High Life
Cellar: Open at 8 pm
Chancellor’s House: Brunch (11 am–3 pm)
Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: Crawfish Boil (starting at 2 pm)
Grit (Taylor): Open 11 am–2:30 pm; 5:30–10 pm
Growler: Open 11 am–10 pm
Levee: Happy Hour: 4–7:30 pm: $2 domestics,  

$5 pitchers;
Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: Banscueccio; any 

sandwich with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick any 
noodle, sauce, & two vegetables with soup or salad 
$9 (11 am–2 pm)

Snackbar: Open at 10 am serving BBB menu;  
Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 daily drafts, 
$4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails  

South Depot: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off
The Summit: $10 Bottles of Champagne, Half-Price 

Champagne Sparklers (7pm-close)
Volta: ½-Price Margaritas & Frozen Mojitos

FRIDAYS 
Ajax: Happy Hour: 5–7 pm: $1 off everything 
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 8 am–3 pm
Bouré: $3 Miller High Life
Cellar: Open at 8 pm. 
City Grocery: Happy Hour: 4–6 pm (upstairs): $1 off
The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): Happy Hour: drink 

specials from 4–7 pm
Fergndan’s Pizza: Open 10:30 am–9 pm
Funkys: Drink & Pizza specials change weekly
Grit (Taylor): Open 11 am–2:30 pm; 5:30–10 pm
Growler: Open 11 am–10 pm 
Levee: Happy Hour: 4–7:30 pm: $2 domestics, $5  pitchers
Library: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 off everything
Moe’s BBQ: Happy Hour: 3–6 pm: $1 off drinks, 

½-off Snacks
Old Venice: Pizza of the Day: Four Cheese; any 

sandwich with fries & soup or salad $8.75; pick 
any noodle, sauce, & two vegetables with soup or 
salad $9 (11 am–2 pm)

Snackbar: Open at 10 am serving BBB menu; 
Happy Hour: 4–6 pm: $2 domestics, $3 daily 
drafts, $4 daily wines, $5 select cocktails 

Soulshine: Happy Hour: 3–7 pm: $1 PBR, $2 
domestics, $3 drafts, ½-off select appetizers; 
DURING LIVE MUSIC (10 pm–till): $2 pepperoni & cheese 
slices, $1 PBR drafts, $3 White Claws, $3 Fireballs

South Depot: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off
The Summit: $3 Wells (7 pm-close)
Track 61: ½-price white wine Sangrias; Happy 

Hour: 4–7 pm: $1 off all drinks
Volta: Happy Hour: 4–7 pm: $3.25 domestics, $4.50 

premiums, $5.50 liquor

Disclaimer: We check our daily specials for correctness to the best 
of our ability, and they come directly from the owners, chefs, man-
agers, and workers of Oxford’s local restaurants. Prices are subject 
to change without notice. Please consult your server before order-
ing. Please let us know if your server is not honoring these specials. 
Contact The Local Voice at thelocalvoice@thelocalvoice.net

We are looking for servers, 
server assistants, and 

experienced kitchen staff.

 
Please call or email to set up
            an interview. 

GRIT is Hiring!

eatgrittaylorms@gmail.com
           662.638.3922

SUNDAYS
Ajax: Now open for Sunday Lunch! 11 am-2 pm
Big Bad Breakfast: Open 8 am–3 pm; Mid-day 

Midtown Happy Hour: $5 Bloody Marys & 
Mimosas (11:30 am–1:30 pm)

Chancellor’s House: Brunch (11 am–3 pm)
Cellar: $12 Bottomless Mimosas & $2 drafts (11 am–til)
City Grocery: Brunch: 11 am–3 pm
The Coop (at Graduate Oxford): $5 Bloody Marys 

and Mimosas (11 am–1 pm)
Funkys: Open 11 am–9 pm with $4 Daiquiris 
Grit (Taylor): Brunch 11 am–2:30 pm
The Growler: “Service Industry Appreciation”: 10% off 

all food & pints (2–8 pm)
Library: “Sunday Funday” Open 11 am–9 pm 
Moe’s BBQ: ½-off Bloody Marys and Mimosas, $1 PBR
Old Venice: Open 11 am–9 pm 
Snackbar: Open at 11 am serving BBB menu
Soulshine: Live music starting at 3 pm
South Depot: Open 11 am–9 pm; Happy Hour: 

4–7 pm: $1 off 
The Summit: All Day, All Night: half-price beer, 

wine, champagne, and Bellinis
Closed Sundays: Bouré, Cellar, Fergndan’s Pizza, 

The Levee, Track 61, Volta Taverna



THURSDAY 3.21.2019
The Levee: DJ CJ
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Happy Hour music with TATE 

MOORE (5 pm); Moe-go Bingo Night (7 pm)
Off Square Books: Thacker Mountain Radio - 

LOVEJOY BOTELER with Crooked Snake: The 
Life and Crimes of Albert Lepard plus musical 
guests MINTON SPARKS and THE WINESKINS 
(6 pm)

FRIDAY 3.22.2019
Ole Miss Basketball vs. Oklahoma NCAA Tournament  
(11:40 am in Columbia, SC)

Ford Center: Wind Ensemble Concert (7:30 pm)
Levee: DJ MAX VICTORY
Library: Watch NCAA Tournament: Ole Miss 

Basketball vs. Oklahoma (11:40 am); Ole Miss 
Baseball @ Missouri (6 pm); JAXSTORM 
PROJECT FUNK (9:30 pm in the music hall)

Moe’s (Penny Bar): BRIAN SHERWOOD & JOE AUSTIN
Soulshine: SHORTY & THE MOB (9:30 pm)

SATURDAY 3.23.2019
Big Bad Breakfast/Snackbar: Midtown Mid-day 

Happy Hour with live music (11:30 am–1:30 pm)
Ford Center: LOU SYMPHONY & 

MISSISSIPPIANS JAZZ ENSEMBLE (7:30 pm)
Funkys: Crawfish Boil starting at 2 pm
Gallery in the Green Room (Water Valley): New 

paintings by JAN TRANUM (opening reception 6–9 pm)
Levee: LEVEE: DJ MAX VICTORY & SASSY 

FLASH PHOTO BOOTH
Library: Ole Miss Baseball at Missouiri (7 pm); 

WRECKLESS COWBOY (9:30 pm in the Music Hall)
Moe’s (Penny Bar): AARON REESE & COURTNEY DARE

SUNDAY 3.24.2019
Ford Center: Nepal Night (5 pm)
Library: Watch Ole Miss Baseball @ Missouri (2 pm)
Soulshine: DAVIS COEN (3 pm)
Square Books: A reading of Little Boy for Lawrence 

Ferlinghetti’s 100th birthday (1:30 pm)

TUESDAY 3.26.2019
Cellar: Karaoke Night
Library: Watch Ole Miss Baseball @ Memphis (6 pm)
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Free Trivia Night (7 pm–till)

WEDNESDAY 3.27.2019
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Open Mic Night (9 pm–till)

THURSDAY 3.28.2019
Chancellor’s House Hotel Library: Living Music 

Resource Live with guest JESSIE WRIGHT 
MARTIN (7:30 pm, free)

Jackson Beer Co.: Miss-i-ssippin’ Kickoff Event 
(4–8 pm, free)

Levee: DJ MAX VICTORY
The Lyric: Thacker Mountain Radio - Ken Wells 

with Gumbo Life: Tales from the Roux Bayou; 
musical guests THE SOULTONES and SYDNEY 
LANE (6 pm); COREY SMITH, LANCE 
CARPENTER (8 pm)

Moe’s (Penny Bar): Happy Hour music with TATE 
MOORE (5 pm); Moe-go Bingo (7 pm)

FRIDAY 3.29.2019
The Lamar: Miss-i-ssippin’ Brewer’s Banquet (6–9 pm)
Levee: DJ MAC
Library: Ole Miss Baseball @ Arkansas (8 pm); 

MOJILES BAND (9:30 pm in the music hall)
Moe’s (Penny Bar): JAMIE TODD
Oxford Courthouse: SALVATOR SCIBONA with 

The Volunteer (3:45 pm reading)
Soulshine: COLE DECKER
Square Books: SALVATOR SCIBONA with The 

Volunteer (5 pm signing)
Square Books, Jr: Children’s Book Festival - DAN 

SANTAT with After the Fall: How Humpty 
Dumpty Got Back Up Again and SHARON 
DRAPER with Out of My Mind (3 pm)

THE LOCAL VOICE #323 - RESTAURANTS: GET YOUR SPECIALS LISTED WITH THE LOCAL VOICE : CALL 662.832.3574  © 2019 Rayburn Publishing6
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SATURDAY 3.30.2019
Ford Center: Junie B. Jones (10:30 am)
Funkys: Crawfish Boil starting at 2 pm
Levee: DJ LOTT
The Library: Ole Miss Baseball @ Arkansas (3 pm); 

MOJILES BAND (9:30 pm in the music hall)
Moe’s (Penny Bar): MASON GIVENS
Off Square Books: WRIGHT THOMPSON with 

The Cost of These Dreams: Sports Stories and 
Other Serious Business (5 pm)

Old Armory Pavilion: Miss-i-sippin’ Brewin’ & 
Groovin’ After Party (5–8 pm, family-friendly, live 
music, games, food & beer)

Oxford Growler (and around Oxford): Miss-i-
sippin’ Beer Tasting Trail (noon–6 pm)

SUNDAY 3.31.2019
Library: Watch Ole Miss Baseball @ Arkansas (1:30 

pm)
Soulshine: CORMAC MCCARTHY (3 pm)

TUESDAY 4.02.2019
Ole Miss Baseball vs. Northern Alabama (11:30 am in Oxford)

Cellar: Karaoke Night (9 pm)
The Library: Watch Ole Miss Baseball vs. Northern 

Alabama (6:30 pm)
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Trivia Night (7 pm)

WEDNESDAY 4.03.2019
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Open Mic Night (9 pm)
Off Square Books: RIVER JORDAN with 

Confessions of a Christian Mystic (5:30 pm)

THURSDAY 4.04.2019
The Levee: PEARL DIVIDE
The Library: COWBOY MARIO
Moe’s (Penny Bar): Happy Hour music with TATE 

MOORE (5 pm); Moe-go Bingo Night (7 pm)
Off Square Books: Thacker Mountain Radio - 

MARK GREANEY with Red Metal plus musical 
guests LITTLE WILLIE FARMER and THE 
MAGUIRE TWINS (6 pm) 



Many places lay claim to the title of the “Home 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll.” Cleveland, Ohio, has The Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame; Los Angeles is where 
almost all record labels are headquartered, but nei-
ther is the fountain from which rock sprang. Mem-
phis has always trumpeted its place in Rock history, 
as Elvis Presley’s home. So, here is what you do: 
Go to Memphis. Take I-55 South. Just a few miles 
outside of town, you will see a sign that says, “Wel-
come to Mississippi: The Birthplace of America’s 
Music.” Now you are officially in the home of the 
Blues and all of its bastard children, including Rock 
‘n’ Roll.

From the Delta to the Hill Country, from 
Clarksdale to Jackson, and from Parchman Pen-
itentiary to Biloxi, Mississippi has long been 
steeped in the history of modern music, producing 
artists like Robert Johnson, Ike Turner, Son 
House, Muddy Waters, RL Burnside, BB 
King—all Blues legends. The Blues grew and 
migrated from its roots in the cotton fields and 
churches of Mississippi to the larger towns farther 
north, with Memphis and Chicago being the met-
ropolitan hot spots for musicians to play and hope-
fully get discovered while laying down on vinyl 
their music and tales of good whiskey and bad 
women. For generations these recordings inspired 
an endless number of budding young musicians—
Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, Eric Clapton, Gregg and 
Duane Allman, The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, 
and Chuck Berry all were struck when they heard 
those 12-bar Blues progressions and sorrowful 
howling vocals. There is no other place but Missis-
sippi that could give birth to this kind of music.

This is why Dayton, Ohio-native Roger Stolle 
gave up a successful career in marketing and moved 
to Clarksdale in 2002, chasing that “devil music” 
in hopes of spreading the word of the Blues. Roger 
is the owner of Cat Head Delta Blues and Folk 
Art Inc and cofounder of The Juke Joint Fest, 
which will celebrate its 16th incarnation starting 
Thursday, April 11. I talked with Roger to see what 
makes someone pack up everything and head 
down South.

“My first real musical memory is the death of Elvis. 
That was a big deal as a ten-year-old. It was all over 
the news and even made the front page of our local paper 
in Dayton. All of a sudden, his music and movies were 
everywhere I looked. I really dived into his music and 
started picking up 45s and, of course, a lot of his early 
music was Blues based or even just Blues covers, which 
is how I was introduced to the Blues.”

Clarksdale is one of the major stops along the 
Blues Trail in the Delta, and is the birthplace of 
many influential musicians such as Ike Turner, Nate 
Dogg, Son House, Sam Cooke, and John Lee 
Hooker. It was the destination for most Blues play-
ers who first made their way from the fields of the 
Delta, onward to Memphis and further north to 
Chicago. It is home of the Delta Blues Museum 
and boasts the Crossroads where Robert Johnson 
sold his soul to the devil for a chance at fame and 
fortune. When Roger first started visiting Clarks-
dale in the ‘90s, he found a city in desperate need 
of help.

“I started coming to Clarksdale after living in St. 
Louis for a while. I was doing the ‘Deadman Blues 
Tour,’ going to the homes and important Blues sights 
around the area. I was really shocked that I couldn’t 
find any live Blues, in what is the home of it, and no 
one really seemed concerned about this.”

Disheartened by the lack of live music, returning 
home, Roger came up with a plan.

“When I first moved down here and opened my store, 
I had ‘I Heart Clarksdale’ bumper stickers made up 
and locals actually laughed at me for that! But the few 
tourists who came through during those early days ate 
those up. In my first few weeks after moving, I started 
attending City Hall meetings. At the end, they would 
always have an open topic section, and I stood up one 
time to address the lack of live Blues here. One older guy 
stood up and said ‘The Blues is not gonna save our 
town,’ and I agreed . . . but [said] that it was a big 
piece of the puzzle that could.”

Most of the last juke joints had long faded away, 
and the few that were still open were plagued with 
violence. The Blues was a thing of the past in 

Clarksdale. Generations had passed since the first 
pioneers wrote their cadences to the sounds of the 
work gangs on the side of the road, all furnished 
by Mississippi’s infamous convict leasing program. 
This younger generation of citizens preferred a live 
DJ or Rhythm and Blues and Hip Hop to the sto-
ries of struggle and strife from the checkered and 
scarred past.

“Most of the bands who were inspired by the Blues—
Led Zeppelin, Clapton, Stevie Ray Vaughn—had all 
been out for quite a bit by this time, and the current 
music scene was filled with bands and performers who 
were two generations or more removed from [their] 
influence. Pop music, which of course was really boom-
ing, was not inspired by the Blues. It’s too polished and 
pretty to be, so all of the people enamored with it, usu-
ally, had no idea about the Blues. The tourists who came 
to Clarksdale were Blues purists who wanted to see the 
ground zero of where it started. That was why I wanted 
to have a festival here that would showcase just that and 
someplace where tourists and locals could mingle and 
talk about the music.”

Today, most Blues connoisseurs are just that, 
tourists. The Blues exploded into Europe, where 
the culture that bore the music was read about in 
books and seen on the silver screen. The demo-
graphic of the music also shifted here in the States 
from being a solely African American genre to 
being appreciated by more diversified consumers.

“When I first started coming here, you were lucky to 
find live music two or three nights a week. Now we have 
it 365 days a year. Twenty years ago, if you sat in Red’s 
Lounge, the makeup of the audience would be 98 per-
cent African American. There may have only been 15 
people there. Now, it’s 98 percent white and packed. 
Some people were worried about how locals would react 
to my bringing in outsiders to the area . . . [but] those 
tourists . . . were not taking local seats in the venues, 
they were filling empty ones. With every little ‘pop cul-
ture’ moment for the Blues, like Blacksnake Moan, we 
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BILL HOWL-N-MADD PERRY & SHY PERRY
10 am at Crossroads Cultural Arts Center (indoor)

GUY DAVIS: International touring bluesman and 
recording artist, making his debut in Clarksdale, 

Mississippi
5 pm on the Stone Pony Stage

8 pm at Ground Zero Blues Club

by Michael Ray
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Joseph McGill, The Slave Dwelling Project

For info call (901) 336-4090 or go to www.preservemarshallcounty.org

Journey Through Holly Springs’ Slave Dwellings in the...

TOURApril 4th- 6th 2019

During the Holly Springs Pilgrimage, guests are given a rare look into another 

side of antebellum life through these surviving structures and historic

interpretations by Joseph McGill of the Slave Dwelling Project, featured in the 

2016 Feb/Mar issue of GARDEN & GUN.

Also joining us is Culinary Historian Michael W. Twitty, 2016 TED Fellow; 

author of The Cooking Gene, winning the 2018 James Beard Awards’ Book Of The 

Year. Twitty will discuss 

enslaved people who were the cooks in antebellum kitchens and their unique role 

in giving the South her mother cuisine; he will conduct cooking demonstrations 

throughout the program dates. 

Additional historic interpreters will illustrate the roles of an antebellum 

brick-maker and a laundress, all during the program.

Partially Funded By:

 “For so long folks have been visiting 

the plantation and going into the big 

house, and without these 

structures, the big house 

could not have existed.”

would see an increase in tourism. With most people driv-
ing or flying from a good distance away, they of course 
were going to stay for at least a day or two, which meant 
more hotels . . .  more places for them to dine . . .  more 
jobs for the area. The resurgence in vinyl records has made 
a big impact as well. People want the real deal, and if I 
can put that record in someone’s hand, that makes it 
even better.”

Roger’s plan to transform a city he cherished 
started to take effect, bit by bit. Once-shuttered and 
dilapidated former venues opened anew, invigorated 
by people drawn to Clarksdale who were willing to 
invest in the town’s future. City leaders were starting 
to tout the Blues as they saw the power that it had 
in bringing much-needed capital and jobs to the area. 
The Juke Joint Festival grew every year, attracting 
larger crowds.

“We have some great volunteers. In 2016 we had them 
go through the crowd and gauge the make-up of the audi-
ence. We had Blues lovers from 26 countries, 46 states, 
and over 60 different Mississippi counties there. We really 
try and have something for everyone to make it an old-
fashioned town festival, not just for the Blues fan. We 
have monkeys who ride dogs! We try and make it a 
family affair for sure.”

The 16th Annual Juke Joint Festival will kick off 
Thursday, April 11 with 117 musical acts filling 
every music venue in Clarksdale. There are free day-

time stage performances all throughout the festival, 
workshops, cultural exhibits, and art. Friday night 
will feature a live Thacker Mountain Radio Hour 
broadcast, but Saturday night will spotlight the main 
musical performances. Advance wristbands are avail-
able for $20, also available for $25 the day of the 
event, and the wristbands will get you into every 
venue. For more information and full music perfor-
mance schedule, visit www.jukejointfestival.com or 
check out their Facebook, www.facebook.com/juke-
jointfestival 
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KENNY BROWN: American blues slide guitarist 
skilled in the North Mississippi Hill Country blues 

style.
3 pm on the Cat Head’s Robert Belfour Hill Country 

Blues Stage
8 pm at Shack Up Inn



“The aim of a joke is not to degrade the human being, but to remind him that he is 
already degraded.” –George Orwell
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“You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but 
you cannot fool all the people all the time.” –Abraham Lincoln

http://www.flowermeaning.
com/sunflower-meaning/
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“You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but 
you cannot fool all the people all the time.” –Abraham Lincoln



Local Views
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FOR RENT: 
Commercial Space 

at the corner of Oxford's second 
busiest intersection. 1500 square 

feet, available June 1, 2019

662-232-8900

Mississippi 
Bubbles

I’m back in SoCal, and I’ve been reading a few 
news stories about us (Mississippians). I have to say, 
if those stories are all a body’s got to go by, it’s easy 
to see why we come off looking like idiots so often.

It can be hard to make out all the progress we’ve 
made in social justice issues over the last 75 years 
when much of the world still views us through 
the long, dark lens of bigotry, gender bias, racism, 
and isms ad infinitum ad nauseum. Defending her 
against such long-held historically based bona fide 
well-earned stereotypes is more often than not an 
exercise in futility. Just as the denial level about 
the injustices that still exist in our state is high, 
the denial level about reforms we’ve implemented 
is even higher in our knee-jerk judgmental info-
saturated poorly informed culture.

I’m reminded of the chorus of a 
Jim Weatherly song:

Mississippi, this is your song,
Sung for all the righteous people
Who won’t let you forget when you 
were wrong . . .

Yeah, there are plenty of folks 
who love to press their boot of 
oppression on the throat of Missis-
sippi. Can you blame them some-
times? But the saddest thing is how 
we keep doing it to ourselves— 
cutting off our nose to spite our 
face. No, not everyone, but a 
heaping helping of us, enough to 
keep electing officials who seem to 
live with a secessionist mentality 
that’s about as patronizingly trans-
parent as a condescending, molasses-drawled “bless 
your heart.”

Thank you, kind sir/madam for seeking to 
enlighten us to the errors of our ways. I know you 
mean well, but we don’t need you outsiders coming 
here and telling us what we’re doing wrong when 
you got plenty of fish to fry in your own fal-de-ral 
fantasy land of a state—bless your heart.

 (To be clear, yes, I am talking about flags and stat-
ues and such, including our illustrious governor’s 
recent slap in the face to Bennie Thompson’s work 
to have Medgar Evers’ home declared a national 
historical landmark. But I’m talking more about the 
belief by many that showing acts of kindness to 

the still-oppressed in our state is so damned noble, 
refusing to see that even such acts, no matter how 
kindness-motivated they are, perpetuate institu-
tional racism. Then there are those who say, more 
or less, “Git over it!”

Every state has its cache of ca-ca and it all stinks. 
But here’s the deal: if you’ve been sitting in a pile 
of it all your life it probably smells like Chanel No. 
2-Poo. Even if you notice the stench, you’ve been 
there so long that you’ve got it just the way you 
want it and you’re as comfortable as a dung beetle 
in a warm cow patty.

But stirring things up sometimes is one of the 
most likely ways to invite change and sometimes 
we need somebody from the outside to agitate the 

white-washing machine.
I was listening to Mr. Zimmer-

man on my train ride yesterday. 
He sang an early one of his, “Black 
Cross,” about an old black man 
who read a lot, believed what he 
believed, and minded his own busi-
ness. Hezekiah Jones was visited 
one day by Reverend Greene of the 
local white church. When Reverend 
Greene could not extricate a con-
version of the courteous Mr. Jones’ 
soul, the good folks of Reverend 
Greene’s white church hanged 
Hezekiah Jones, saying, “Well, 
he had it comin’/Cause the son-
of-a-bitch never had no religion.” 
Sounds like Mississippi sometimes.

I have friend who says that living 
in Oxford is like living in a bubble. 

Thank heaven for Mississippi bubbles like Oxford 
and all the people/places/things that make them 
up—pockets of hope in this often-inhospitable state 
of hospitality.

As Mississippi Don Ho might sing:
Tiny bubbles in the state
just might save us,
if it’s not too late.

Gandhi famously said, “Be the change that you 
wish to see in the world.” Wish it. Manifest it. Be a 
bubble. Live it, and get with all those other bubble-
people. Let’s fill the state with suds. Lord knows we 
could use a good washing every 100 years or so. 

SAT 3/30 5pm

WED  4/3
River

Jordan with 

Confessions 
of a Christian 

Mystic

SquareBooks.com
(662) 236-2262
Three locations on the  
historic Oxford Square

FEATURED SIGNINGS

5:30pm

Wright Thompson 
with The Cost of 
These Dreams: 

Sports Stories and 
Other Serious Business 

($18; Penguin Books)

($20; Faithwords)

WED 3/27 5pm

Leanne 
Shapton

with Guestbook: 
Ghost Stories 
($30; Riverhead Books)

THU 3/28
6pm

Ken Wells
with Gumbo 

Life: Tales from 
the Roux Bayou 

($26.95; W.W. Norton & 
Company)

Oxford Conference 
for the Book

FRI 3/29 3:45 reading at the Courthouse
5 pm signing at Off Square Books

Salvatore 
Scibona with 

The Volunteer 
($28; Penguin Press)

at The Lyric



1. ENTERTAINERS: Which pop music singer 
was born with the name Georgios Kyriacos 
Panayiotou?

2. HISTORY: Who was the first woman to hold 
federal office in the United States?

3. MEDICAL: What is a more common name 
for “myocardial infarction”?

4. MUSIC: Which singer had a 2010 hit single 
with “Rolling in the Deep”?

5. GENERAL LANGUAGE: What is the 
NATO phonetic word for the letter “I”?

6. SCIENCE: What is the only type of rock that 
is less dense than water?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of 
jellyfish called?

8. MOVIES: Who voiced the character of The 
Iron Giant?

9. LANGUAGE: What are the Carabinieri in 
Italy?

10. U.S. GOVERNMENT: How many states 
are required to ratify an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution?

Answers: 1. George Michael 2. Jeannette Rankin, 
elected in 1916 as a US representative from Mon-
tana 3. Heart attack 4. Adele 5. India 6. Pumice 7. 
A swarm, a bloom or a smack 8. Vin Diesel 9. 
Military police with civilian duties 10. Three-
fourths, or 38 of 50 states

“A common mistake that people make when trying to 
design something completely foolproof is to underestimate 

the ingenuity of complete fools.” –Douglas Adams

Subscribe to TLV’s WEEKLY DISPATCH email that comes out every Thursday morning with all the latest local entertainment news & restaurant information...     13
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Frye Reeves, PLLC, is a full-service litigation 
practice which represents clients in both criminal 
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a comprehensive team approach to deliver first-class, 
professional and cost-efficient representation for  
every client.  
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CALL 801-0456 TODAY
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•	 It was 20th-century American author and 
futurist Robert Anton Wilson who made 
the following sage observation: “Only the 
madman is absolutely sure.”

•	 Lightning isn’t solely a phenomenon of 
Earth: Astronomers have noted lightning 
bolts on Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Ve-
nus.

•	 Historians say that Russia’s Peter the Great 
was nearly 7 feet tall.

•	 Athletes playing baseball on steroids have 
been in the news in recent years, but drugs 
are nothing new in America’s national 
sport. During the late 1960s and ‘70s, 
Dock Ellis was a valued pitcher who played 
for several teams, including the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. On June 12, 1970, Ellis took LSD, 
thinking it was an off day for his team. By 
the time he realized that the Pirates were 
scheduled to play the San Diego Padres that 
evening, it was too late. The drug proved 
to have no ill effect on Ellis; in fact, he 
pitched a no-hitter. When he recounted the 
event to a reporter 12 years later, he said 
he remembered only bits and pieces of the 
game, though he felt euphoric. Many years 
later, after being treated for addiction, Ellis 
became a coordinator for an anti-drug pro-
gram in California.

•	 A woman in Tennessee was once arrested 
for biking while intoxicated—and she was 
on a stationary bike at the gym at the time.

•	 A newspaper reporter once asked Gen. 
Charles de Gaulle, leader of the Free French 
Forces during World War II and later presi-
dent of the French Fifth Republic, if he was 
happy. De Gaulle replied, “What do you 
take me for, an idiot?”

•	 Thought for the Day: “Before you become 
a writer, you must first become a reader. 
Every hour spent reading is an hour spent 
learning how to write.” —Robert Macfar-
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Dog’s Rapid Decline Blamed 
on Arthritis

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My Border 
Collie “Angus” is 12 years old, so he’s 
getting along. Until a few months ago he 
could whip along as fast as anything and 
had plenty of energy. At feeding time, he 
would jump up and down waiting for his 
food. However, lately he runs very little, 
seems to have little energy and just waits 
patiently for his food. The veterinarian 
said he has probably developed arthritis, 
and it’s just to be expected at his age. 
What do you think? —Carl in Madison, 
Wisconsin

DEAR CARL: Ask the veterinarian to 
run some tests. While yes, 12 years is 
getting up into senior years for a dog, 
Angus’ sudden change from an energetic 
adventurer to a lethargic homebody 
doesn’t seem normal. If the vet doesn’t 
want to do any tests, go to a different vet.
Angus may indeed have arthritis or just 
be slowing down, but there could be 
an underlying cause that can be treated. 
Diseases of age, like thyroid disorder, 
diabetes, heart disease, and arthritis 
could be at work. A tick-borne disease 
(Lyme disease being just one of several) 
can cause symptoms similar to arthritis 
or neurological illness. There are other 
possibilities that should be considered, 
like cancer.
Even if an illness or condition can’t be 
completely cured, there’s a good chance 
it can be managed. Angus shouldn’t have 
to slow down or stop doing the things he 
loves just because of an assumption that 
he’s too old. Get more tests, get a more 
detailed diagnosis of what may be causing 
Angus’ loss of energy, and work forward 
from there to rebuild his health.
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1. What blues singer originally released “Ain’t 
No Love in the Heart of the City”?

2. Name the ‘60s pop group that recorded 
“Woman, Woman.”

3. Who wrote and released “You Are the Sun-
shine of My Life”?

4. Which singer won a Grammy “I’ll Never 
Love This Way Again”?

5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “In 
the crowd of a million people I’ll find my 
valentine, And then I’ll climb to the highest 
steeple and tell the world he’s mine.”

Answers
1. Bobby “Blue” Bland in 1974. Whitesnake 

covered the song on their 1978 debut 
album.

2. Gary Puckett & The Union Gap, in 1967. 
The song has the famous, vulnerable line 
with the man asking, “Have you got cheat-
ing on your mind?”

3. Stevie Wonder, in 1973. The song netted 
Wonder a Grammy for Best Male Pop 
Vocal Performance.

4. Dionne Warwick, in 1979.
5. “Where the Boys Are,” by Connie Francis 

in 1961, a slice of innocence from another 
time. (Four college girls go to Fort Lau-
derdale on spring break.) Francis later 
recorded the song in six other languages, 
netting her a total of 15 No. 1 hits around 

the world.
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1. What San Francisco rock band released 
“With Your Love,” and when?

2. Who released “I’m in Love” in 1981?
3. This former Drifter was the first artist 

to release “So Much Love.”
4. What is the only instrumental on 

Rolling Stone’s list of the 500 greatest 
songs?

5. Name the song that contains this lyric: 
“I’d be happy just to hear your voice, 
Saying this is for the girl who didn’t 
sign her name, Yes, she needs a dedica-
tion just the same.”

Answers
1. Jefferson Starship, in 1976. Two of the 

songwriters had been members of the 
original Jefferson Airplane.

2. Evelyn “Champagne” King. The song 
went to the top of both dance and soul 
charts. 

3. Ben E. King, in 1966. The song was 
covered by Dusty Springfield and 
Blood, Sweat & Tears, but it was George 
Nooks who turned it into reggae.

4. “Green Onions,” by Booker T. & the 
M.G.’s in 1962. (If you own the 45, try 
playing it at 33 rpm.)

5. “Pilot of the Airwaves,” by English 
singer Charlie Dore in 1979. A sad 
song ... the singer says her only friend 
is the DJ to whom she is making song 

requests in the middle of the night.
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