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Report of the Librarian 
September 1953/July 31# 19f>9 

To the President of the Colleget 

oirx—I have the honor of submitting to you a statement on the 
services ami activities of the #• R. Banks .ibrary during the period 
of 1953A959. 

Whatever success has been achieved this year, and much more has 
been accomplished than oan be put into mere words, has been due to 
the generous support ami effective cooptration of various .roups and 
individuals—cri-cafspus and off-campus. Theee include the .'resident, 
the always—faithful Library Staff, the acuity, the Faculty-Library 
Committee, the constructive-minded students of the college and many 
lcyal friends. 

The library staff undertook many and varied tasks this year and 
did tiMBB all with a high quality of efficiency. Xt deserves ouch 
commendation for its fortitude anu its professional and constant 
cooperation. The Librarian is grateful for this support. 

Respectfully submitted. 

0. J. Baker, 
Collee Librarian 
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The library is so intergral and most important part of the college 

which it •cfwe. Throughout the year it has een the aire of the li

brary staff to raeke this reality her© at Prairie view. « have hod 

steady and understanding support in our efforts from the college 

administration, Last year we received the lor eat <oney allotment 

that has ever been isaae to the library in ? 11 ita history. Far this 
• 

we were deeply appreci-tiv©0 ."nd narked improvements have been made 

in the library and its resource© ©cause of thin support. 

Physical R«.;rran.. «ae;ita 

Relocation of Material Resourceei— Beginning in November all books, 

periodicals,and other material resources were shifted upward through the 

five floors of the book stack section of the libr ry. This chore wae 

accomplished with a minimum of delay and inconvenience in service to 

air readers, apace allocations were estimatedj materials were shifted 

systematically without svixupsj relabeling of shelves was expedited} and, 

a revisec libr&ry directory was mineorraphed arid distribu ©d to our read

er© so that faculty and students could become informed on the new locations 

of our material resources. 

Current Periodicals Rocni—The room in the library that had e rved 

temporarily as an auditorium was taken over in Oct o ar and turned into a 

current periooieels read in. room. This room be. been well equipped: with 

furniture and it is new the most attractive places in the building. 
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Formerly, curr nt periodicals were boused in the east end of the Ref

erence Room, thee taking up apace required for the housing of re ere nee 

books* iith the rearrangements, therefore, th« re cam© a shifting of 

some of the reference bc>oks irons the -Hack FOOTS to the Ref rence Poora. 

Several advantages end improvecents earn out of this reorganization* 

1. Additional shelf apace was acquired in the tack Rooraj 

2. A greater number of reference books was nade immediately 
available to readers! 

3. The Reference Room became a place for serious study and 
investigation! 

ii. The noise ere ted by students lipping the pe es of 
newspapers and ButgasiflM in the Reference Room was 
eliminatedj 

5. Additional study space was secured through the availabil
ity of the Current Periodicals com! 

o. Je new have four ope«-3helf stu y area: where we f ormerly 
had three. 

Hack H-jctn -Hudy Spaces* — dtb the comin of increased enphaais on 

research and investigation here at the college t • e is wore need now 

than ever for better study facilities within the library stack room, 

fair new c err els were acquired this year and made available to stack 

room users. In addition, a greater number of cv,airo has been placed 

in thin area, between the shelves, for our readers. This is not an 

ideal arrangement, but It is quite an improvement over that which form rly 

existed there. 

Mary more improvements are required for the "tack Room to make it 

possible for the library to foster instruction and le ruing more ef.fe UveJy. 
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These war* included in the report covering the evaluation of our grad

uate program and facilities (Harris Report)* They included! 1) pajras 

(student assistants) tor the stack levels, 2) electrically driven bock-

lift, 3) codling devices for summer work, k) fUll-tiae librarian for 

sbelf work, etc., etc. 

Since the college is now oing more inclusively into short spe

cialised programs which demand, regularly, intensive library work or. 

the part of each student we should think and act seriously, early, 

about making the Improvements su, .rested in the above paragraph. This 

is particularly true where we mst facilitate such projects as the 

Program for Extension workers, workshop in Special ducat ion, nglish 

Workshop, and the Horn Economies Workshop. There will be others in 

the future. 

Increased Strength in Selected Material Resources*—At the 

beginning of the year we knew that improvements had to be made in our 

holdings in back files of magazines, reference books, and in curric

ula® and study guides. This awareness has prevailed for some years. 

The library needed 7,730 volumes in back files of bound magazines to 

fill the gaps in the library collection— beginning with the first 

volume m possessed, f ury new ami old reference titles were needed 

in our collection to enable the reference staff to answer, adequately, 

the questions—fact, information, research—that were brought to it 

daily, weekly and monthly for solution. It was, also, imperative 

that a collection of curriculum and study guides be secured to support 

the work of those, students and faculty people, engaged in teacher 

training. A special e.fort was made to strengthen our holdings in 
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tte©ee and other arses* -« did not succeed quite as well as we had hoped 

nor as our situation requires, these types of a U iala are dif ficult 

to locate and to acquire and the task requires rauoh time and cone ant rated 

effort, io were able to make the following accotnpliahmentai 

1. Sought 273 volumes of aagcaineej 

2. Bought 170 reference titlesj 

3* 3<mgbtdfc? curriculum and study cuidesj 

ht Bound 373 volumes of aegauinea.1 

If tfee mrabar of vofouB&a of old magazines bought ***** siwt« in 

eotaparaion with the nusoer needed it is necessary to understand that old 

magazines are very ape naive. Qm lot of $7 volumes acquired cost the li

brary 967.83. 

Some of the 170 reference titles represent sets and aosne individual 

volumes cost as much as SJft.00 each. 

Tfa* curriculum and study guides secured repr-a nted the public 

school systems of eight di farent elti.ee in t e South. In addition to 

these aides we increased our textbook holding* to 1,061* These acquisi

tions form the nucleus of a collection which win help us moot the stand

ards of accrediting associations which require that we maintain up-to-

uate collections In "textbook, reference material*, maps, charts, course 

outline®, and instruments for the evaluation of learning." 

Prairie-Viewene*—Over the years the staff has accumul ted a collec
tion of i&A«eograph*d and printed awteruais about Prairie 7i*w A. i 

Golleg*. This material consists of college catalog, annuals, bulletins, 

studies, conduce reports, reports on works-.ops, conference proceedings, 

*jrllabi, printed programs, college handbook*, football schedule*, college 

e also had 733 books rebound. 
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class schedules, etc., eto, The files are not co:?iplete and are some

what scattered, V« have undertaken this year to bring all t see mate

rials together in t e Special Collection Roan under the title employed 

at the head «C this paragraph, Filing cabinets have been ordered for 

those items which swat be protected by such eqii -merit. 

Staff Problemsi —The problem of locating qualified people to serve 

on our library staff has beoorse exceed in- iy ac ;te, tfs have tried repeat

edly to secure the graduate* of suCfc schools as the Jniversity of Illinci*, 

The inivereity of Michigan, Uejumbla University, The University of Chioago, 

Syracuse University, The University of Denver, Atlanta University and 

otnars but to no avail. The cosset it ion has frown too keen} we are too 

far away and our salary ranges, below that of the librarian anc the deport

ment beads, are too small, -*e cannot eraplsy white librariam, but l-.crro 

librarians can work in libraries servin white people in the north ar*S west, 

fhi* is a novelty and an expanded opp rtunityj so, they, in moat coses, 

chooee it over a position in one of our own libraries, Ve have lost six 

qualified people to the public library oyster* in California and New York* 

Recently, in one of its brochures on care rs, tha New York Life Insur

ance Company reported that in 1956 at "one library school, twelve different 

positions were open to each somber of the 1956 class," At Atlanta 'Jniv rsity 

from ebruary 1958 through February 1959 332 requests were made for librar-

iaw out of a class of 30 possible graduates* That is a similar scarcity* 

The avers- s salary in 1957 for ths beginning librarian (on* with a first 

professional degree and no experience) was 61*5)0, .X),2 The New York xitfclic 

Ubraty runs advertisements in the ALA ulletin end other media offeria 
« . _ -

,, ^SCan Li^aiy Al3nttal« * 00* ^»de •'•lmanae (few York: R.I, Bowker 0., 1959). p. 11 
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positions to beginning librarians at a salary of $4>5©.QO people with

out experience.^ The city school ays teas here in sxae pay mar© than »• 

can si far people wo need la secondary positlone. 

We have been trying to employ an cardmr assistant and an assistant cat-

elo#«r for three jruw. The beginning salary available to us or sach of 

these positions is 13720.<30 fear twelve months. If sty quail '"led person 

accepts this -".alary today such a perse® is usually someone whose school 

would not recowssend hi« for a position. 

m need to take constructive steps to resolve this staf problem and 

soon. The quality and quantity of lit ary services rendered to etude.ts, 

faculty, the community and the State of Texas depend upon it. 

mmzcm* CIRCJLATIOK 

The loan and Shelf Bepartaaft circulated e, total of 95,340 piecee of 

library materiala during the period covered by this report. Kach item of 

this aateri&l was placed into the hands of those who requested it by the 

library stefl. Therefore, there is no count available for material* used 

in ti e open -stack sections o the library, nor those used in the stack room* 

A total of 36*263 books wa© circulated oat side the library. Of thii 

total 30,?3li were non-reserves and 6,029 were reserved books. Of the > ,2 3 

books circulated outside the library students us d 35,13$ and the faculty used 
1,123. 

A totsl of 140,557 books was circulated inside the libraryi 10,5 6 non-

rservesj 26,302 reserves* and, 3,199 specxal collection books. 

1 
ALA Bulletin, 53:359 (May 1959) 
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Bon—Book B}«t®risl$ ©irculsted ocw® to total of W»520 pieces# Th# 

largest group in this category "®® raproseKtem X-B ariooic Is (lb, *01*). Th# 

other non-book -crisis o Arcule t #d consisted ox newspapers (1,3 -6), iilms 

(2?J), xJl-3tr.ips (U21), . wUrofilaw (157), wlerocard# (10), slides (11*7), 

scotch A&gnstwc tapes (10), UM phonograph r sore# (10)• 

A table showing circulat*.on .or the yenr is ircludtd in the section on 

sptcfxie-.es. 

EXHIBITS 
The department presented 10 exhibits curing 1953/59 for th# benefit of 

the public. The purposes of these exhibits were as follows* 1) to stii ul*t« 

interest in reeding for infonsetion, inspiration, and recreation; 2) to ad

vert!## the services of tie library; 3) to ."• ow tJu;t boots ere related to 

every subject of interest; U) to aap-uaint tie public with some of the 

res ©ureas of th# library* 5) to publicise research end ery other aotlvitle# of 

the Milage; 6) to call attention to particular ennivarseriee or special occa

sions; and 7), to cultivate the artistic testes of oar clientele. 

Another floe exhibit was t r. t arren, e© in the library in honor of one of 

our distinguished faculty aasbers, Mrs. Lucille Saaith, by her sorora and 

friend#, it was Magnificent ana revealing in its scope ant integration* 

Bmicm* marsmam 
As was stated elsewhere in thi# report the reference collection is of 

vital iasportfc.net to the quality and #cope of services the library can r< nder 

in this area. anil® the collection is -'airly adequate we must continue to 

add to it, at a steady rate, to keep it up-to-date am; to fill in the gap# 

wher# these exist and occur. We sad to broaden our Holdings in annual#, 

handbooks, directories, maps (political economic, literary, historical tc., rtc^, 
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bibliographies, indexes, sutholop:i@s,rubject»atter seta and in maty other 

areas. Holdings here, plus serials, are the media for investigation and 

research. It is with these resources that we em truly exercise oar profes

sional talents, skills and knowledge to eaeoara.pi and foster scholarship, 

the reference collection proper now consists of 9,79 Individusl items, 

these are located in the Reference Rocw, the Teachers* Reserves boom, the 

burr ant Periodicals loom, the Bibliography P- era, the Tsdaete .itudjr Rooe,the 

"lack Iteoa and the Special Collection boas. 

The deport,i^rt handled 10,393 individual refer nee problaae during 

W0/S9* Of these ?»b?S were infcvwaticNi juestions, ?,5b9 were fact .-.restions, 

and >09 ears research questions. 

laterlihrary loans negotiated duria the $. eriod involved consisted of 

92 loans to The s. 1. hanks Idbraay froa ©tfe.r colleges, universities and 

sgttiioieaj and, ef 1? loans node by oar library to other institutions and 

pertona. Loana a cola to us included 2? theses, bo journals, lb books, 5 

bulletins, b films, and 1 monograph. Loam rnede by as consisted of 10 books, 

6 theses, snd 1 bulletin. 

MXALS OSIIT 

This unit is responsible far t. # receiving, indexing, plscin ami distribu

tion of all serials arriving in the library through purchase, gift or exchange. 

This year it received, indexed and pieced 1687 document# and 3$b9 msgsainee 

and MHtpapere* in addition it circulate* lb,90b megetlttw and 13-36 news

papers and prepared 37b vclasses of «ar aUnes far bindeiy. 

ACQUIS moss 
Rooks added to the library during the period covered by this report 

amount to 2,9b2 items in purchase® -and glfte. 
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The glfta autsber 100* Of the total nuober added 2,189 w» n« title* 

and 653 ears duplieatea. Haiy bocas for whiob ordera -are placed are still 

undelivered. 

Funds ruaaasberad«—At this wriUiig and according to our records tha sun 

of #1*1,338,1? has baas encumbered as outlinsd below. The sun of 11*7,000.00 

was asde available to the library for books, binding, periodicals, other natt-

rial resources, ecplpsMMXt, and tar maintenance arse op rat ..or®. This was nulla 

a respectable mlletasst and was deeply appreelsted by the library staff, tha 

faculty and student body. If we are going to be able to ma t tha library 

demands growing out of our total collage jr©gr«% however, wa should not only 

keep library expenditures in t ese areas at this level, but wa should even 

•increase them, thua enabling us to build up our collection. in its weak res* 

and to keep pace with competing institutions. 

Funds iaous&ered trm 81*0 and Si. 2 ^eoounte 
im/$9 

binding 
Beaks . $ 2,1*18.66 

10,637.18 1 

1,175.13 
5,201.81 
1,1*31.50 
1,1*00.0 i 

1*5.10 
3,000.50 

1*5.93 
9,591.12 
U, 60b. 99 
1,692.1? 

9b.00 

Curriculum Guides 
Equipment , . , . 
film Arxj Filmstrip# 

General ucpeoee . . 
Mierecarde 
Old Magaainea 
Slides , , . 
Student «V m 
'•ubs or i p-tlooe 
Supplies . « 
Foetags • , 

Total ia.33f.fr 
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mums OF THE LIBRARY 

.ie were fortunate to have our friends continue the or interest in the 

growth end development of our library this year. Gifts presented took 

the for® of books, subscriptions, old aagasinea, bulletins and materials 

for .free distribution* These donors who deserve special mention are* 

Resident 8* B. vans, Prairie View, Texas) Dr. 0, R. /oolfdlk, Prairie 

View, Texasj Dr. ami Mrs. J. : . Coruthcrs, Prairie View, Texas) The Hon

orable dark W. Thompson, Washington, D.C.; Dr. J. L. Brown, Praxrie View, 

Texas) Hp. Jack T, Morrow, Houston, Texas) Mrs. . 3. Brannon, Prairie Uew, 

Texas) Mr. Sydney H. Spalding, Prairie Vi«w, Texas) Texas College of Arts 

and Industries Library, Elr; sville, Texas; Humble Oil am Refining Conpary, 

Baytown, Texas; Miss K. Moss Richards on, Canyon, Texas; Reverend I. . Kemp, 

Columbus, Texas) Hrs. R. H. Goodrich, Hempstead, Texas; r. Mary L. C -lea, 

Madison, Wisconsin, 

A complete list of donors is included in the appendixes. 

LIBRARY M8TS8CTI0H 

At the end of 1957/5$ Mr. Charles i. churehwoll, Instructor in Li

brary Service-& ucation, went on leave to do advanced work at the Jniverslty 

of Illinois. After remaining there on© semester he found it to his best 

econordc interest to withdraw and go back to worki Mrs. Yvonne R. Thurchwell, 

hiss wife, was filling his position here at the college—with splendid success. 

My. Church*®!!, therefore, sought and secured work in the New York City Public 

Library System. In duns oi this year Mrs. Thurchwell Joined bias there and she 

is also employed in the same system, fe regret to lose both of these young 

people, for thsy art an asset to may college community. ¥e wish them well. 



11 

Librarian's Report, 1953/59 

The department made four courses available to students interested in 

library science during 1953/59—ac majors and as miners, Enrollments by 

courses and semesters as t ey occurred through the regular session are 

indicated belowi 

'irst Semester 

Courses Offered tarollsienUi 

Library Service-iduoation 213 
Library Service-Education 313 
Library Service-Sduc at ion 333 9 
Library Service-Education 3U3 1 

Total 30 

Second Semester 

Courses Offered Enrollment 

Library Service-Education 223 5 
Library Service-Education 3?3 5 
Library Service-Education 333 0 
Library Service-Education 3L3 0 

Two of the courses during the second semester had to be dropped for 

lack of students. 

There were 30 majors enrolled during the year as indicated below—by 

class levels. 

Majors by Classification 

Freshmen-
Sophomores L 
Juniors . * 3 
Seniors . . . . ] 9 

Total ™3C 

ihe freshmen merely declared their interest as majors since they are 

not permitted to take library courses until their sophomore year. 

eftegular Session 
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Seven of the, seniors completed the*.r college requirements, successfully, 

end graduated on Hay 2kt 1959. 

Thxrty-one students have been involved in the program this summer (1959) • 

Their distri ution by terms '.e ic/i levied bvIo»« 

First Term 

Courses Offered Enrollment 

Library Service-iducation 213 6 
Library Servioe-Mucetion 313 9 

Second Term 

Library Service-Education 333 9 
Library Service-Education 3U3 ? 

Total 31 

Twenty of these 31 students are major# and eleven are minors. There 

are no candidates for graduation this sumer. 

In -audition to the teaching duties of the instructor he or she sup raises 

the Children'# Library Service loo®. This unit serves the children of the 

campus and community and is a laboratory for the students in library service-

education, the elementary and high schools of cur town, and for the chil ren 

who accomj any their parents to school each summer, horeovf r, it supplies 
t 

tsuch materials for the®a registered in courses in education ano m ic, and 

serves as the center for the stumer school reading program for children and 
young people* 

depart cental Expenditures 

The. sua of -$2,006. JO ess allot® to ths department for the support of 

its work. This money has been encumbered this year (at this writing) as 
ait lined belowt 

Books, Periodicals ®nd Films 11,112.63 
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Oaneral 'xpense .....*•••• 1$3.>7 
Old MagasineSj...... 50.00 
Student stages .......... nOO.56 
Subscriptions i*.50 
Travel 225.00 

ll,9U3.S6 

flew Requirements 
5 Hew proposals have been mace recently for library science pro rams 

similar to ours. Those which should receive our consideration now rel t« 

to personnel and adminlatration. fhegr are noted below: 

1. this program shall be the major responsibility of the per
son in eharg* of it. 

2. The program shall not foe regarded as an adjunct of the li
brary's administration. 

J@ should give s rious consideration to these requirements so as to be 

ready to aest them when they go into ef ect. 

If a nation expects to be Ignorant and free, it 
expects what never was and never will be. 

Thomas Jefferson, Citings. Vol. xiv, p. 382 

i'aid to part-time student who served as clerical assist ar t to iOni! i ruct or* 
SB 

« 4 t w f'uidf for Undergraduate Library Science irogrsas." ALA bulletin. 52:095-700 (October 1958) 
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Appendix A 
LIBRARY RCL0IR63 

V Glasses In library if it —toor# 1953 ..••••••••• 57 #690 

Additions < aping 1959^>9 «»..*.••»••*•»•» 2, Slit 

Withdrawals during l?5b/59 ll±3 

Volumes now In libreary 60#3 '9 

M&gminm (bound) . • • »59h 

Kkampcpmm (bmm) bib 

Films 332 

Raps hi*' 

iStorocard# 175 

rtieraril?;* . 2k0 

rawphlets (u«Qataloj.iad) .50.51:1 

Fioturee ........ 1,308 

R«ocrd« (speech) ............ , • 56 

Slides 297 

Smbi«riptions . i 8 

531 
Gift im 

ievepepero ............... 29 
?»id 19 
Gift ......... 10 

Theses (Maet®r,s) 659 

.... 756 

*9pUmt.** 1, 1958 - Jul^ 31, 1959 
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AppendIK 1 

LIST or sonant 
Books 

Sr. F. B. ?v#n», Prairie view, Texas 
The Honorable dark J. Thompson, vashingtcn, D. C. 
Sr. J. i.. I*rew, Prairie View, Texas 
Br. 3. R. .ioolfclii, Prairie Vise, Texas 
Sr. Hary .U Gowlss, lisdlsesb kiseonstn 
Hist H. >^oss Richardson, Cannon, Texas 
temriem redteal Association, Chicago, Illinois 
Mr. J. R. Jchnet one, lew Tork, Raw fork 
lb® Johns Hopkins frees, Baltimore,Maryland 
Mr. Godfrey M. Lobhar, tow fork, Mew fork 
Calonel C, -v. Harrison, ksahirvton, ©. G. 
Sr. B©: • eri H. -:*hi«lds, -nahiogton, b. C. 
itrs. llsve&lyn M. idwar x. Hen teho, arylaml 
-<r. Jack T. Borrow, Houston, Texas 
M*. G. A. Kabty, Houston, Texas 
The Aaerlses Physiological Society, Jaehinrtoo, . . C. 
• r. John i. Stockton, Austin, 'Texas 
The Bperry arid Hutchinson Conpany, 'Hew Bark, Hew York 
Mrs. Gasalle J, Booth®, Prairie View, Texas 
The Housing Authority of the City of Rsllss, Delias, Texas 
Mr. Henry R. Marash, Houston, Texas 
The '""card '"aandetlon, tow fork, lew York 
r. Tlliaiis Sehaltaler, Washington, . 0. 

the foundation tm i'bnlga Affairs, Chios* o, Illinois 
Biographical Arte, Ine«, Herfcrd, Texas 
The Robert atchcrn Charities, LTD, Oklahoma ity, Cklahoas 
Br. *. L. Cseh, Prairie View, terns 
Mr. Hills .4, Bettghten, ort Laud rdiile, Florida 
m Albert 1. Lasker, mm York, Sew York 

Hr. ...ill Treadwell, Mew York, Mew York 
Qulatatoorg ruhlisbers, Cape town. South Africa 
Belgian 3ow«rn®e»t Infonsetioo canter, tow fork, Mew York 
•'Ass -"ranees Valigura, Attglston, Texas 
Hiss Adelaide kilcox, Independence, Missouri 
r. Albert M. .Steward, worvallia, Oregon, 

bir. V, J. KoGcy, Houston, Texas 
r. Harry K. ehman, Buffalo, lew York 

Harry S. Abraas, Inc., k,w Ifdrk, Saw York 
Heritar* 'outtation, loo., Chieago, XUiooia 

togssines, Newspapers, Bulletins 

Dr. n-9 J. "vans, Prairie flew, Texas 
the tow York Ui'e Insurance Co., array Hill, tow Jersey 
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Appendix B (emt'd) 

Sr. Theses if.. JlarskaGoa, Sew York, lew York 
Sr. L. C. Phillip, ?rairis View, faxes 
Mr. F. P. fucker, Sew fork, Hew York 
Mrs. Mollis Huston Lee, Raleigh, Morth Carding 
ST. iheraan Briscoe, Washington, B* C. 
Mr. 0. 1. lichd-bs, fradne fie*, Texas 
Reverend I, g. Keep, Celtaafeas, Texas 
Or. 4. L. Cash, Prairie View, Texas 
•Mr. %&swgr M. Spalding, Prairie View, Texas 
iar« and Mrs. J. a. Coruthera, Prairie w, Texas 
Mrs. 0. H. Goodrich, ftarspstead, Texas 
Or. ,. i. Mo aoiel, Abilene, Texas 
Sew Hampshire State Library, ,"oaoerd, Sew Mat ••.pshire 
Board of 'Control for Southern Regional •••duc-tlon, Atlanta, eorgia 
Mr. Jack ?• Korrw, Heeete% Texas 
Miss Mabel L. Mood, Asehiagtea, B. C. 
Texas ani I. College, Liagavilla, Texas 
ftp. Casper LeRsy Jordan, Mtlierferoe, Ohio 
ftp. George £» Kelly, Jr., Prairie view, Texas 
ftesble Oil and Refining Co., Esytown, Texas 
F» «*. ?*x«i end beap*iy, Boston, Massachusetts 
Heirepetliian Life imaranoe cftnpaay, few lark, Tew Jerk 
Mrs. W. 5. Brannoa, Prairi® Ties, Texas 
lr. oillard Oilson, Honolulu, Hawaii 
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