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College Library Staff 

0. J. Baker, Librarian 
:.eb iu oott, MBt. Libra. 

Vel~i V. Idv-ards, asst. Librn. 
flab el L. Hood, wcner-il Assistant1 

Dorothy Ingliram, General "-sale tent* 
Georgia Kolloway, Asst. Libwa.* 

Library Committee 

H. A, Bullock, Ghai. ran 
0. L. Harrison 
0. J. Brker 
Miss &, C. May 
Dr. J. M. Fram I in 
iss Velras V. Edwards 

H. F. Spauldins 
H. ., Carter 

I 
^art-time during the regular session. 

a 
P^rt-tixne durin first term of the summer session, 
1^3b; full time during the second term of the 
summer session, 193b. 



COLLEGE LI! Hi \Y 

Report or the Librarian, 1937-1938 

To the Irincipel o " the College: 

Sir - I have the honor to r tibial t herewith the report 
or the College Libr ry for the school ye> r just com >1 ©ted. 

This had been a year of wmh activity for the Library. 
Re&der do: AS.dc- increased by lb,£25 re p-eate «» reflected 
in circulation ?> tlst'es for the regul r session on out
side resditi?; -nd to ohero* re ?rve book use. These 
figures co not tell the whole story. The teaching cutles 
of the tit* ff ore ted troubles one roble; s; and the physical 
capacity of the Library v.&f greatly t xed for eeati» spade, 
bo k space, and service room. 

Despite th•• e facts, however, the Library 3teff has 
endeavored to tie into In end improve its . t adrrd of eourteoe , 
effective, -iiC efficient service. hrtovcr ouccess has been 
achieved in the way of services rendered ohould be attributed 
to a oonoirmt! n of personalities end other forces here 
sharlni in the rro reaa of the College. The Library Staff 
and the Librarian arc happy to have had the privilege of 
i erving the College and its community, 

Resceetfully submitted 

August 1938 



LIBRARY HBPQRf 

Use of Books 

Circulation figures for 1937-33 show B deolded In

crease over those for 1936-37* Jhile these figures do 

not Indicate an accurate Measure of the use imide of 

library jaateriale, they do Indicate the number of borrower-

book contacts* 'The task of determining whether students 

actually use the library books they borrow belongs to the 

teachers• 

Another weakness of circulation figures is their 

failure to show the number of times requests ar.3 made for 

books already In use, on the Handing-she If, at the bindery, 

or not owned by the Library* 

In a library with suoh an arrangement as ours circulation 

figures give testimony to the pieces of materials handled, at 

least twice, by that part of the Library stuff responsible 

for issuing books* tkma they indicate needed changes In 
personnel and physical arrangement*. 

One record that does not appear in this report and which 

will be attempted during 1938-39 la that of the number of re

ference questions submitted to the Library for solution and 

the nurobar of times the answer is not given because of a 

lack of suitable materials* fhis record will be valuable 

during the time of book selection* 

Below ore the figures on circulation as they have been 

recorded during the year* Figures for September, lay and 

August reduce the total to some extent since school is in 
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operation for only a part of thee® month® • It I® bo 1 laved 

tl»t one factor that had much to do with th® increase of 

this year's figures over last year's figures is that of 

Freshman and Sophomore term paper assignments* There are 

other factors of course* 

Circulation Statistics 

Outside reading 
Inside reading 
Teachers' reserved 
books 
Total 

1936-37* 
14,568 

41,056 

1937-38* 
13,696 
26,150 

38.1 

Summer 
1938 
4,138 
10,956 

14.058 
29,202 83,03! 

"Inside readings" do not include periodicals, bound and 

unbound. Special notice should be taken of the increase in 

"teachers' reserved books * circulation. Circulation figures 

representing the class of book used will be found in the 

ap endix of this report. 

Total for 
1937-38 
22/384 
37,106 

Sfr 244 
112,234 * 

LIBRARY EXPENDITURES 

As was the tags last year the Library appropriation 

was quite inadequate to meet stands made by the College 

community* This year's inadequacy will be more keenly felt 

now that graduate work la being attempted. 

According to our records, Library expenditures were 

made as the figures below indicate. 

#• Mgures for th© regular session 
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Statistics on Expenditures 

A. Appropriation $ 2200.00 
1, Replacements —-—— — f r2,0r 
2# Duplications 25.35 
3. Binding —321.12 
4. Mew purchase* 966.34 

a. Regular books $856.01 
b. Annuals 110.33 

5. Subscriptions 487.75 
6. Equipment 44.00 
7. Student salaries — 000.00 
8. Miscellaneous —— 339.36 

a. Consumables §206.91 
b. General expense 80.64 
c. Repairs 52.31 

9. Total expenditures— f.Jig56 .95 
Excess I ^5735 

CONDITION CF COLLECTION 

Below is a group of records on the state of the book 

collection as it has bean affected by the year's operation t 

ADDITIONS BY 

1. Purchase 392 . 
2. Gift 17Q b 
3. Exchange 000 
4. Binding 572 

a. Books -93 
b. Pamphlets479 ® 

5. Transfer — 57 
Total 1191 

The gifts received this year exceed those of 1936-37 

by 130 titles. A list of donors is included in the appendix 

of this report. Each donor living away from the College was 

a Salaries of student assistants were paid out of the N. Y. A. 
fund. 

b 147 from Southern Methodist University through the courtesy 
of Dr. I. K. Stephens. 

0 These were bound in the Library in commercial binders. 
d From Treasurer's Office. 
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sent a letter of thanks. In case of local people, appreciation 

was express ed by telephone. 

As the record Indicates 572 books were added by binding. 

This number represents those free, unbound, but valuable 

publications of learned societies, associations, and the 

various governmental agencies* 

WITHDRAWALS 

1. Books lost -— — — 55 
2. Books lost and paid for 28 
3. Books discarded because of 

excessive use 5 
86 

Book losses seem to be inevitable. In a very small 

collection, however, they create quite a problem , for 

every title is sorely needed. Constant vigilance Is re

quired of the staff so that book disappearances will be 

kept at a very low figure. 

The number of books discarded because of excessive use 

has been kept exceedingly low. This Is due to the faex. 

that the Library engaged in an extensive program of book 

mending during the year. A total of 172 bookr was saved 

in this way. 
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LIBRARY HOLDINGS 

Volumes in Library at beginning a? year -—13,186 ® 
Additions during 1937-38 —————————— 1,191 
Withdrawals during 1957-38 ———— — — 36 
Volumes la Library at end of 1937-38 -— — 13,291 
Magazines in Library —- —— — »— — 1,064 
a# Bound volumes -•—••—•078 
b. Unbound volumes -——336 

Newspapers - bound volumes (N.Y. Times, 1938-38) 84 
Unbound pamphlets -——— ••••—•—•-..•— —8,320 

a. Agricultural —— 3323 
h, Sonera 1 ———— 4892 

Unbound publications of corporate bodies 2,541 
a. College catalogs and reports — 1089 
b* Govermient documents ——1452 

Pictures ————- 363 

Bound Jagaslnea 

A special notice should be taken of the number 

of bound raagaaiaes In the Library* The magazine binding 

program was started la 1933-34. In terms of averages, 

that means that approximately 135 volumes have been bound 
each year since than, 

Ths collection Is very young—moat sots start with 

1930, It is highly essentia'), In certain oases, that seta 

go back much further. Securing these no ded back nunibers 

will be a very expensive process, for the older the numbers 

needed, the more scarce they are all things considered; 
tlie more scarce, the more expensive* 

* —r^ort read 12,724* This figure included 
538 books at the Practice School, These 533 are now on 
a separate inventory. 
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gubaoriptlona 
Tha Library subscribes to ISO magazines and 15 news

papers* It Is necessary again to call attention to the fact 

that the supply of magazine a for oho Agricultural and 

Mechanic Arta Divisions la very Inadequate? and,that the 
present Library budget will not support needed additions 

to their subscription lists* 
Pamubleta and Publications of Corporate Bodies 

This body of materials is very valuable in that It 

constitutes a splendid corpus of orginal or source materials# 

It should prove a great service to students doing graduate 

work* 

WMSISd FACILITIES 

Seating condition 

Practically all visitors who come to the Library 

seem to find pleasure in the attractiveness of its arrange

ment and in the courtesies shown them by the staff* 

Similarly, they do not fail to notice the inadequacy of 

apace both for service and study* Both the students and 

the staff felt this inadequacy very keenly this year* 

Seating apace was at a premium throughout the regular 

session, and there were times' when it was quite difficult 

to walk past the service desksand the card catalog* Students 

jammed these places* Since practically all service activities 

go on In one room, this crowded condition produced a very 

unwholesome atudy^bmosphere* 
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Suggestions for temporary relief from this situation 

were sent to the Principal in the form of a letter, on 

my 10, 1938, tent Ion is mad© of it here lest It be un
intentionally overlooked, 

L.t, ./I 

The lighting situation In the Library baa been im-

• roved since it was decided to use larger light bulbs* It 

will be further improved when the walls and celling of the 

rooms are repainted# It Is hoped that this will be don® 

early in the new year* 

LIBRARY STAFF 

General statue 

There comes a t ime in the life of every growing 

or -e.nlzatIon when its services and duties must he depart

mentalized If they are to remain affective and efficient* 

Departmentalization, among other things, depends to a great 

degree upon a personnel competent from vhe standpoint of 

training, attitude, and size. 

In training end attitude, tho present Library group 

seems to b© suitable for its work* Revertheless, an effort 

must be made to make each professional assistant a specialist 

In the literature of some subject field. This will require 

long tenure of office and careful, continuous and systematic 

reading in a subject field* It will also require time for 

this reading* 

A formal request has already been and© to the vlnoipal 
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for an inoro&ae In the also of the staff.- The duties of 

the present staff Include all the professional , administrative, 

and olerloal teaks that fall within the scope of library work 

plus a teaching program consisting of two courses per semester* 

h fiftw. course, for advanced graduate and graduate students, 
has been requested* 

Staff .activities 

Below la a partial record of the activities engaged 

In by the staff during the year In addition to its regular 

duties | 

Mrs* n* I* Scott 
1* Conducted the Book Week exercises 

Moveaber 1-6, 1957. 
2* Acted as librarian for faculty debate, affirmative side, 

February 27, 1958. 
5* taught primary Sunday school class during second semester. 

Miss Velma V* Edwards 
1* Acted as librarian for faculty debate, negative side, 

ebruary ,»7, 19 38*. 

0* J* Baker 
1* Ootober 24, 1937 

Discussed 'Cleopatra's Needle" under the subject 
of art for the Annie Laurie Evans Club, "vans Hall. 

2* Ootober 81* 1937 
Discussed "The Liberal Arts Student and the Library" 
at the general meeting of the Arts and Science 
Division* 

3* November 5, 1937 
Discussed The Library and its Function in Teaoher-
Tralnlng" at the Teacher-Training Conference in 
Austin, Texas* 

4* Discussed "sl»ya and loans of Improving Graduate 
work at Prairie Ylevt Library Facilities" during 
the Graduate Symposium June 22 - 24, 1953* 

5* Conducted Fourth Annual Conference of Negro Librarians 
In Texas, larch 16 - 17, 1933* 

6* Delivered six leo urea on library economy to students 
In English 283, February 12 - 24, 1933. 

f See letter from tie Librarian to the Principal, May 10, 1938-
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TEACHING PRO ORAM 

Last year the National Youth Administration made 

scholarships available to certain students here who were % 

Interested in Library Science. These scholarships were 

limited to students In the Junior and senior clashes and 

representing the states of the southwest. Courses wore 

offered In Administration, .took Selection, Reference 

Work, and Children's Literature. The first two courses 

being taught during the first semester and the last two 

during the second semester. 
Of the forty students carrying the courses at some 

time during the year, thirteen completed the f our courses 

offered, twenty-five completed two courses,® and two com-
'\B> 

pleted one course.~ 

Although there wa# quite a bit of difficulty In 

scheduling the courses so that they would not conflict 

with other courses in the program of the students, the 

project was considered very successful. 

EXHIBITS 

At regular intervals during each school year the 

Library attempts to stl ulafce the reading latere tsof the 

® One of the twenty-five was not eligible for scholarship 
aid. 

One was not eligible for Scholarship aid. 
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community through various displays and exhibits* fnese 

displays and exhibits are centered :«*ound aorne special 

subject and are usually very effective* This year forty-

four of these were presented. The entire list of subjects 

treated amy be found in the appendix of this report* 

Art 

Through the Inspiration of ?ir. John D. Hatch, the 

Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Hanson Foundation 

made a series of art exhibits available to certain 

Institutions for Negroes during 1937-38* Each Institution 

wishing to receive the exhibits was required to become a 

member of the Case Extension Circuit Cooperative, an 

agency set up to fa dilate the distribution of tie ex

hibits. Prairie View State College participated in this 

cultural venture by displaying the entire art series In 

the College Library. 

The series consisted of seven exhibits and each was 

displayed In the Library for an Interval of not less than 

two weeks. Exhibits appearing In the series are listed 

below and In the order of their appearances 

I* Lithographs of Dauraler 
3* The Negro in American Lifts Colonial Period 
3* Mexican Art 
4. Japanese oodouta 
5* Illuminated Manuscripts 
6* African Negro Carving 
7* Prince Saunders. 
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Constant publicity was given to the exhibits displayed 

here through mimeographed end typewritten releases and by 

way of the College movie screen. Interest in them grew 

quite keen and the quality and culture interests of the 

exhibits make it imperative that similar ones be secured 

for 19 JtJ-l9<39. 

LISR RT KEELS 

Immealate Needs 

1. •Adequate annuel library appropriation to meet the 
needs in new books, subscriptions, binding, re-
binding, replace ents, equipment, student salaries, 
and miscellanies. At least $5,000 should be 
appropriated." 

B. InCereaae in Library Personnel 
a. An additional full-time trained assistant to carry 

the teaching load or the Library and to assist in 
the Library generally. 

b. An additional full-time assistant to do the 
teachers* reserve services. This work can be done 
by a Prairie View graduate who has taken the courses 
ofrered in library economy here. 

o. Full-time clerical assistant to attend to all 
library records and correspondence. 

3. Relief from the crowded and congested situation now 
prevailing by moving the teachers* reserve service 
to another room in the Education Building. The 
large classroom on the rear or the first floor, 
equipped for the purpose, would meet the need. 

Future Heed 

A library building suitable in slxe and internal 
arrangement to serve the Prairie View community. 
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Appendix R 

Lint of Donors 

Books 

Dr. I. K. sfce lens, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Texas, 

Judge C. S. Potts, through the courtesy of Principal W. R. 
Banks, Prairie View, Texas. 

Wheat Flour Institute, Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. J. 'v. Yancy, Breabam, Tex.-a. 

Dr. Ray Lyman Vtlbur, resident, .tnnford University, California. 

Dr. C. C. Crawford, 0«lifor*rP , throu h the courtesy of rincipal 
W, R. Banks, 'rairle View, Texas. 

Mr. E. S. Cox, Richmond, Virginia. 

National Urban League, New York City 

Dr. Lance G. E. Jones, through the courtesy of the General 
Education Board, New York City. 

Mr. Watson Davis, through the courtesy of the -Chemical 
Foundation. 

Dr. Ch&s. 8. Joinson, throu h the courtesy or the General 
Educeti a Board, New York City. 

Daniel A, rescott, through the courtesy of Principal V<r. R. 
Banks, Prairie View, Texas. 

Mrs. E. '. Connor: and Mr*. H. A. Ph'.tiny, through the 
courtesy of Principal and Mrs. J. R. Ban a, Prairie View, 
Texas 

Mr. Anson helps Gtokes, through the courtesy of the Phel s-
Stokes Fund, Ke York City. 
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Mr, T. L. Fuller, through the court©ay of the International 
Business Machines Corporation., New York City. 

His Excellency, Ht, Rev, C. 1, Byrnes, Bishop of Galveston, 
Galveston, Texas. 

Mr. N. Martinovitch, through the courtesy of the Camer-ie 
Corporation of New York, New York City. 

Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, through the 
courtesy of Mrs. A. A. Barnard, College Station, Texas. 

s 
Subscriptions 

Mr. Alan C. Harris, Pres Vevey, Switzerland, throu-h the 
courtesy of Mr. Horace Folley, Editor World Order 
Magazine, New York City. 

Mrs. B. 3. Burrows, through the courtesy of Dr. W. F. 
Burrows, Editor Cawnonwaalth Magazine, Osprey, 
Florida. 

Miss Maude Meagher, Editor World Youth, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 



Appendix C 

Displays and Exhibits "resented 
in the Library Curing 19^7-36 

A. Special Weeks 

Orientation 

Courtesy 

Book 

Better Hones 

Health 

Negro History 

Negro EealtL 

National Education 

Fire Preventi n 

Texts Natural Resources 

Better English 

B, Special Holidays 

He. llowoen 

Thanksgiving 

Christmas 

Easter 

Pother's Cay 

Hospital Bay 

Ninth Educational Conrerence For He roes In Texas 
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Miscellaneous 

Guides fo Subject Literature 

Books About Books 

Twentieth Century American Novel 

The Seven Joys of Reading 

.-'hat Can Literature Do For Me? 

Library Is the Hub or the School 

New Books 

Illuminated Manuscripts 

Books To Improve Your Personality 

Be&ro fiction 

National Best Sellers 

James v/eldon Johnson 

Books iou Loved When You Were Younger 
Mystery Books 

Travel 

Recreation 

Biography 

Ga: dening 

Theatre 

Pulitzer Prize Winners 

"ho's Who hraon;* Arte,-lean Immortals 

Summer Re<;din, Suggestions 
a. Choosing The Right Vocation 
b. Catching Up With Literature 
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Fiction of the South 

Mexico 

Japan 
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