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College Library Staff

0. J. Baker, Librerian

Lgnes M, Scott, Asst. Libra.

Velma V. Edwards, aAsst. Librn,

Msbel L, Hood, General Assistantd 1
Dorothy Inghram, General issistent
Georgia Holloway, Asst., Liben*

Library Committee

H, A, Bullock, Chairman
Ge. L. Harrison

0. JQ Bak.r

Miss E, €, May

Dr, J. M, Franklin

Miss Velms V. Edwaras
H, F, Spaulding

H, ¥, Carter

o Wl -

Part-time during the regulsr session.

Part-time during first term of she summer session,

1938; full time during the seecond term of the
Sunmer session, 1938,



COLLEGE LIIRARY

Report or the Libreriaen, 1937-1938

To the Prineipsl or the College:

8ir « I heve the hcnor to submit herewith the report
of the College Library for the school year just completed.

This had been & year of much dotivity lor the Library.
Resder demands !noreassed by 19,286 requests =8 reflected
in eirculetion strtistices for the regular session on oute
side reading =nd teuchers' ressrve book use, These
figures do uot tell the vhole story. The tesching cuties
of the staff created troublesome problems; and the physicesl
cepacity of the Llbrery wae grestly t:xed for seating space,
btook space, and service room.

Degpite these facts, however, the Library Staff has
endeavored to meinteln end improve its stendsrd of courteous,
er'feotive, and efficlient gervice., Whatever success has been
echleved in the way of gservicss renderec should be attributed
to & combination of personalities anc other forces here
shering in the progress cf the College. The Library Staff
and the Librarian are hajny to have had the privilege of
¢ferving the College und its corrmnity,

Resrectfully submitted,

August 1938

Vo O



LIDRARY REPORT

Use of Books

Circulation figures for 1937-38 show a decided ine
creage over those for 193637, While these figures do
not indicate an ascourate measure of the use made of
library materials, they do indicate the number of borrower-
book contactse The task of determining whether students
actually use the library books they borrow belongs to the
teachers.

Another weakness of ctirculation figures is thelr
failure to ghow the number of times requests are made for
books already in use, on the mending-shelf, at the bindery,
or not owned by the Library.

In a library with such an arrangement as ours ciroulation
figures give testimony to the pieces of materials handled, at
least twice, by that part of the Library staff responsible
for issuing books.s 7Thus they indicate needed changes in
personnel and physical arrangements. |

One record that does not appear in this report and whiech
will be attempted during 1938-39 is that of the number of re-
ference questions submitted to the Library for solution and
the number of times the answer is not given because of a
lagk of sultable materials. This record will be valuable
duriug the time of book selection.

Below are the figures on circulation as they have been
recorded during the year. Figures for September, May and
Augugt reduce the total t;.o some oxﬁonﬁ sinee school is in



Library Report

operation for only & part of these months. It is believed
that one factor that had much to do with the increase of
this year's figures over last year's figures is that of
Freshman and Sophomore term paper assignments. There are
other factors of course.

Circulation Statigtics
Summer Total for

193637« 1957-38% 1938 195738
Outside reeding 14,568 18,606 4,138 22,084
Inside reading 26,150 10,956 87,106

Teaghers' reserved

"Inside readings” do not inelude periodicals, bound and
unbound, Special notice should be taken of the inecrease in
“teachers' reserved books." ecirculation. Circulation figures
representing tle clags of book used will be found in the
appendix of this report.

LIBRARY EXPENDITURES
As was the oage last year the Library sppropriation
wes quite inadequate to meet demands made by the College
community. 7This year's inadequacy will be more keenly felt
now that graduate work is being attempted.
According to our records, Library expeniitures were
made &s the figures below indlcate.

# Plgures for the regular gession



Library Report

Statistics on Expenditures

A, Appropriation -=<ssse=sec-ce- - e cmmmmncncns-=-==f 2200.,00
l.pRoplaccmontl cocccsacccnance-= § 72,01
2+ Duplicationsg ==~-==<==- - 25 .85
S¢ Binding -~<ceccscasecccmnersis - 321.12
4. Now purchaseg ---w-=sc-cseccces 066 +34
a. Regular books $856,01
b. Annuals 110,33
Se Sub:cripzions e B S Dl Ll Ll 48‘1.38
6+ Bquipmen cmmn mmm - - - .
7. Student salaries e-=<- <= =ee= 000 ,008
8, Miscellaneous «-=---- cem e n————— 330 .86
a, Consumsbles $206 .91
be. General expense 80.64 :
¢+ Repairs 52.31
9., Total expenditur@s-eesssccecccoccncaancnas .- : 56 .9

Excess
CONDITION CF COLLECTION

Below is a group of records on the state of the book
collection as it has been affected by the year's operation :
ADDITIONS BY

1. Purchage =-==---sccee- 392
2. Gift crcencmm—————— 170 ©
3« Exchange -e=ee==-e----- 000
4. Bindins - - - ova

&, Books ~--«03
be Pamphlets47? ©

5¢ Transfer s=-ee-----= - II%F
Total eww-w--=e= -
The gifts received this year exceed those of 1936=37
by 130 titles. A list of donors is included in the appendix
of this report. Each donor living away from the College was

® salaries of student assistants were peid out of the N. Y. A.

© 147 from Southern Methodist University through the courtesy
of Dr. I. K., Stephens.

¢ These were bound in the Library in commercial binders,
4 prom Treasurer's O0ffice.
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gsent a letter of thanks. In case of local people, appreciation
was expressed by telephone.

As the record indicates 572 books were added by binding.
This number represents those free, unbound, but valuable
publications of learned societies, assoclations, and the

various governmental agencies.

WITHDRAWALS
1‘ BOOk. 1°.t - - - - - - - - 55
2¢ Books lost and p..m for <«e-cweccwes 28

Se Eooc):a.g::o::;dod because of __é_
xces cessessececascess wes

Book losses seem to be inevitable, In a very small
collection, however, they create guite a problem , for
every title is sorely needed. Constant vigilance is re-
quired of the staff so that book disappearances will be
_kept at a very low figure. '

The number of books discarded because of excessive use
has been kept exceedingly low. This is due to the fact
that the Library engaged in an extensive program of hook
mending during the year. A total of 172 booke was saved
in this way.



5.

Library Report
LIBRARY HOLDINGS

Volumes in Library at beginning of yeay «----- ~-weelg3,186 ¢
mit’,’n‘ dw ’8’.’. - . - - 1.“1
wz‘hm‘l. dur ng 19“.38 - . - - . - “
Volumes in Library at end of 198738 eee-v--ewees 15,201
mp‘m. m me - - - - . . - l'm
e Bound volumes eee-e<---«g73
be Unbound volumeg «-ewwwwess886 :
Newspapers - bound volumes (N.Y., Times, 193838 34
mom pampm.t. - - - . - o - . - --.o--coca.m :
84 Agrioultural e-see---- 3328
Do GOMOrAl secsse~csasws SO
Unbound iu‘»llutlom of corporate bodies 2,541
ae College catalogs and reports -- 1089
be Government doguments «-------«e 1452

PLobures «ecccccccncie:  deccccccncssrmcnnesanae 368
Bound ¥agesineg

A aspeecial notlce should be taken of the number
of bound megazines in the Librarys The magazine binding
prograa was started in 198534, In termas of averages,
that means that epproximetely 135 volumes have been bound
each year since then,

The collestion is very younge-most sets start with
1930. It 1s highly essential, in certain cases, that sets
go back much further. Secuwring these ne-ded back numbers
will be a very expensive prooéu, for the older the nuibers
neaded, the more soarce they are —w all things considered;
the more scarce, the more expensive.

T e ——

® Lagt year's report read 12,724. IThis figure included
538 books at the Practice School. These 533 are now on
a geparate inventory.
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Subseriptions
| The Library subscribes to 130 magazines and 15 news<

paperss It i1s necessary again to eall attention to the faet
that the supply of magagines for the Agricultwral and
Mechanie Arts Divisions is very inadequate; and,that the
pregent Library budget will not support needed additions
to their subseription lists.

ot t £

This vody of materials is very valuable in that 1t
congtitutes a splendid corpus of orginal or source materiala.
It ghould prove a great service to students doing graduate

works
HOUSIRG FACILITIES

Seating gondition

Practically all visitors who come to the Librery
geem to find pleagsure in the attiractiveness of its arrange-
ment and in the courtesies shown them by the staff,
Similarly, t&y do not fail to notiece the inadeyuacy of
space both for service and study. Both the students and
the staff felt thls inadequacy very keenly this years

Seating space was at a pguiun throughout the regular
gsession, and there were times when it was quite diffioult
to walk past the service desl:-and the card cataloge. Students
jammed these places. Since practically all service aetivities

go on in one room, this crowded condition produced a very
unwholesome studydimosphere.
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Suggestions for temporary relief from this situation
were sent to the Principal in the form of a letter, on
May 10, 1938, Mention is made of it here 1‘.3 it be une
intentionally overlooked.

Ligting
The lighting situetion in the Library has been lm-

proved sinee 1t was declded to use larger light bulbs. It
will be further improved when the walls and ceiling of the
rooms are repainted. It is hoped that this will be done
early in the new year,

LIBRARY BIAPF

General statug

There comes a time in the life of every growing
orgenization when its services and dutlies must be departe
mentaliged if they are to remain effective and efficlent,
Departmentalizetion, among other things, depends to & great
degree upon @ persommel csmpetent from the stendpoint of
training, ettitude, snd size.

In training and sttituds, the present Libreary group
geems to be sultable for its work, HNevertheless, an effort
mugt be made to make each professional assistant a specinlist
in the literature of some subjeet fleld. This will require
long tenure of office and cereful, continuous and systematie
reading in a gubject flelde It will else require time for
this resding.

A formal request has already been made to the Pﬂ.uipli
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for an increase in the size of the staff.f The duties of
the present staff include all the professionmal , administrative,
end clerical tesks that fall within the seope of library work
plus a teaching program consisting of two courses per semestor,
A fifth. course, for advanced graduate and graduste students,
has been mmotdo
Staff Agtivitieg
Below is a partial record of the agtivities engaged
in by the staff during the year in addition to its regular
duties:
Mrse Ae Me Scott
le Conducted the Book Week exercises
Hovember 18, 1937. i
2¢ Acted &as librarian for faculty debate, affirmative side,
February 27, 1038,
3¢ Taught primary Sunday school clags during second semester.
Miss Velma V., Edwards

1, Acted as librarian for faculty debate, negative side,
February 27, 1938,

0s Jo Balker
1, October “‘ 1937
Discussed "Cleopatra's Needle" under the sub jeet

of art for the Annie Laurie Evang Club, Hvans Hall.
2+ October 21‘ 1937

Discussed "The Liberal Arts Student end the Library"

at the general meoting of the Arts and Seclence

Division.
S« November 5‘ 1937
Disoussed "The Library and its Function in Teachere

Training"” at the Teacher<Iraining Conference in
Austin, Texas. J

4. Disoussed "ways and Means of Impr Graduate
Work at Prairie View: Library Fecilities" during
the Graduate S sium June 28 - 24, 1938.

S5 Conducted Fourth Annual Conference of lNegre Livrarians
in Texas, March 16 - 17, 1938,

6 Delivered six lectures on library economy to students
in English 283, February 12 - 24, 1938,

f See letter from the Librarian to the Prineipal, lay 10, 1938.
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TRACHING PROGRAM

lest year the National Youth Administration made
scholarships available to gertain students here who were
interested in Library Science., These scholarships were
1imited to students in the Junior and Senior classes and
repregenting the states of the southwest. Courses wore
offered in Administration, Book Selection, Reference
Work, snd Children's Literature, 7The first two cowrses
being taught during the first semester and the last two
during the second semeater.

0f the forty students carrying the courses at some
time during the year, thirteen completed the fowr courges
offered, twenty-five comploted two courgses,® and two eom-
pleted one courge.” %

Although there was quite a bit of difficulty in
scheduling the courses so that they would not conflict
with other courges in the program of the students, the

project was congidered very successful.

EXHIBITS

Seneral
At regular intervels during each school year the
Library attempts to stimulate the reading interestsof the

o e—

£ G:‘ of the twenty-five was not eligible for scholarship
a1lde

One was not ‘oligl.bh for @cholarship aid,

h
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community through various displays and exhibits. These
displays and exhibits are centered around soms special

sub Ject and are usually very effective, This m ferty;-
four of these were presented. The entire list of subjects
treated may be found in the appendix of this report.

Art
Through the inspiration of Mr, John D, Hateh, the

Carnegle Corporation of New York, and the flarmon Foundation
made & series of art exhibits available to certain
institutionas for Negroes during 1937-38, FEaech institution
wishing to receive the exhibits wseg required to become a
membeyr of the Case Extension Circult Cooperative, an
agency set up to faciliate the diltrlbuuon of the exe-
“hibits. Prairie View State College participated in this
cultwral venture by dlaplaying the entire art geries in
the Collepe Library. |
The series consisted of seven exhibits and each was

dieplayed in the Lidbrary for an interval of not less than
two wecks. Exhibits appearing in the series are listed
below and in the order of their appearance:

le Lithographs of 'Du-lhr

2+ The Negro in American Life: Colonial Period

3¢ Moxlican Axrt
4o J‘m.‘ Woodeuts

5¢ Illuminated Manuseripts

6e¢ African Ne Sarving
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Constant publicity was given to the exhibits displayed
here through mimeographed and typewritten releases and by
wey of the College movie soreen., Interest in them grew
quite keen and the guality and culture interests of the
exhibitvs make it imperative that similar ones be secured
for 19358-1939,

LIBRARY NEEDS

Inmediate Needs

l. "Adegquate annual librery appropriation to meet the
needs in new books, subseriptions, binding, re-
binding, replacenents, eguipment, student salaries,
end miscellanies. At least $5,000 should be
appropriated,”

2. InCorease in Library Personnel
@. An additional full-time trained essistaut to ocarry
the teaching load of the Librery and to assist in
the Library generally.

b. An additional tull~time assistant to do the
teachers' reserve services, This work osn be done
by & Prairie View graduate who hes taken the oourses
ofTered in library economy here,

6. Full-time clericel assistent to attend to all
1ibrery records and correspondence.

S. Reliel from the crowded and congested situstion now
prevailing by moving the teachers' reserve service
o enother room in the Educetion Building. The
large claessroom on the rear of the rirst floor,
equipped for the purpose, would meet the need,

Future Need

A 1librery building suitable in size end internal
@rrangement to seyve the Prairie View community.
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Appendix B
List of Donors

Books

Pr. I. K, @8Stephens, Southern Methodist University, Dallas,
Texas.

Judge C, S, Potts, through the courtesy oif Prineipal W. R.
Banks, Prairie View, Texas.

Wheat Flour Institute, Chicago, Illinois,
Mr. J. W. Yanecy, Brenham, Texas,
Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, President, Stanford University, California.

Dr. C. C. Crawford, Califoranis, throuch the courtesy of Prineipal
%. R, Banks, Prairie View, Texss.

Mr. E. 8. Cox, Rictmond, Virginis.
Nationel Urban Lesgue, New York City

Dr. Lance G, E, Jones, through the courtesy of the Ceneral
Education Board, New York City.

¥Mr, Wetson Davis, through the courtesy of thebChemical
Foundation.

Dr. Chas, 8, Johnson, through the courtesy or the General
Educatiocn Boerd, New York City.

Deniel A, Prescott, through the courtesy of Prineipal W. R.
Banks, Prairie View, Texas, : :

Mrs, E. P, Cannon and Mrx, H, K, Whiting, through the
;:untesy of Prineipal end Mrs., W. R. Banrs, Prairie View,
xas

Mr, Anson Phelps Stokes, through the courtesy of the Phelps-
Stokes Fund, New York City.

o

™
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Mr. T. L. Fuller, through the courtesy of the International
Business Machines Corporation, New York City.

His Excellency, Rt. Rev. C. E. Byrnes, Bishop of Calveston,
Galveston, Texss. '

Nr., N, N, Martinovitch, through the courtesy of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, New York City. ,

Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, through the
eourtesy of Mrs. A, A. Barnard, College Station, Texas,

Subsecriptiocns

- Mr. Alan C, Harris, Pres Vevey, Switzerland, through tho'
courtesy of Mr. Horace Holley, Editor World Order
Magezine, New York City.

Mrs., E. 8. Burrows, through the courtesy of Dr. W. F.
;v.lnrr::l. Editor Commonwealth Magazine, Osprey,
orida,

Miss Maude Meagher, Editor World Youih. Boston,
Massachusetts,



Appendix C

Dieplays and Exhibits Presented
in the Librery During 1937-38

A. Speclal Weeks
Orientation
Courtvesy
Book
Better lomes
Heelth
Negro History
Hegro Health
National Education
Fire Freveaticn
Tex=s Natural Resoureces

Better English

B, Special Lolidays
Helloween
Thenksgiving
Chriztmas
Easter
Mother's Day
Hospital Duy

Ninth Educetionel Conrerence For Negroes In Texas



Apnendix C

C. Miscelleneous
Guides To Sudb ject Litera£nro
Books About Books
Twentieth centurf imerican Novel
The Seven Joys of Reading
What Can Literature Do For Me?
Library Is the Hub of the School
New Books
Illuminated Mgﬁusoripts
Books To Improve Your Personelity
Negro Fiction
National Pest Sellers
Jemes Weldon Johnson :
Books You Loved When You Were Younger
. Myatery Books
Tiaval
Recreation
Bilography
Gardening
Theatre
Pulitzer Prize Wianers
Who's Who Among American Immortals
Summer Resdin; Suggestions

a. Choosing The Right Voeation
b. Catehing Up With Literature
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