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Parents have the option to enrol their children in kindergarten education (from 0 to 3 years)
in many countries, although not all parents decide to do it, so their children are enrolled when
they are between 3 to 5, or even when they reach the age of 6 and have to attend compulsory.
The present research study analyses the influence of students’ attendance to kindergarten on
their 4" grade reading scores. In order to carry out this research, data from PIRLS 2011 and
2016 for 34 countries and an instrumental variable approach — to go beyond simple
correlation — have been employed. Our results show that kindergarten attendance has a
positive influence on students’ reading scores in 18 of the countries under analysis, whereas

it presents a null influence in 16 countries.

Keywords: kindergarten; instrumental variables; fourth grade; reading.
Acknowledgements: This work has been partly supported by the Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovacién under
Research Project PID2020-119471RB-100; the Consejeria de Innovacion, Cienciay Empresa de la Junta de
Andalucia under PAIDI group SEJ-645; the FEDER funding under Research Project PY20-00228 and the
University of Malaga under Research Project B1-2022_23.


mailto:lopezagudo@uma.es
mailto:odmarcenaro@uma.es

