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Abstract 

 

The purpose of this study is to examine Social Studies Education in preparing the 

nation's generation through 21
st
 century creative pedagogy and to find out 

strategies to face the challenges of 21
st
  century Social Studies Education. The 

research method used is the library research method by involving searching, 

assessing and analyzing literature relevant to the research. Data analysis techniques 

use a content analysis model with steps: design determination, search for basic 

data, and consequent knowledge search. The results found that social studies 

education with 21
st
  century creative pedagogy requires 10 future skills of the 

nation's generation, namely: Complex Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, 

Creativity, People Management, Coordinating with other, Emotional Intelligence, 

Judgment and Decision Making, Service Orentation, Negotiation, Cognitive 

Flexbility. The strategy to face the challenges of 21
st
  century social studies 

education is to implement the four principles of the Pancasila Student Profile, 

namely holistic, consectual, student-centered and exploratory. Why this research is 

important, because as an increase in creativity and innovation that examines how 

social studies education can promote student creativity in responding to social and 

cultural issues. This research can measure the impact of Social Studies Education 

in shaping students' critical thinking, and analytical skills to become competent 

global citizens. Thus, social studies education must transform following the 

changing times towards technological advances as future intelligence that cannot 

be defeated by artificial intelligence. 

Keywords: Social Studies Education, Generation of the Nation, Creative 

Pedagogy, 21
st
 Century 

 

Introduction  

This article is based on McLuhan's prediction inthat the mode of globalization of the 

world has undergone the 4T Revolution (Technology, Telecomunication, Transportation, 

Tourism). The 4T Revolution mode has a dominant globalizing force so that boundaries 
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between regions are increasingly blurred and lead to the creation of global villages.
1
   In that 

context, globalization becomes an inevitable phenomenon.
2
 Meanwhile, the view Anthony G 

Wilhelm that cultural destruction began since the time of information technology, namely 

satellites and the internet developed. Since that time, the consumption of information has 

become increasingly limitless.
 3

 The times when it is haram to consume something turns out to 

be halal just like that. Young children can simply look at pornographic images.
 4
 Teenagers who 

were supposed to be the cornerstones of the nation's culture instead glorified hedonism and 

modernity.
 5

 Science and technology that are developing rapidly cannot be pursued by the old 

methods used in schools. 
6
  

The development of technology, especially information and communication technology 

(ICT) and openness in its use are two important phenomena that are predicted to be the main 

characteristics and have implications for changing the paradigm of 21st century learning.
7
  The 

existence of the 4T revolution era certainly changes the new face of Indonesian education, 

education continues to transform following the times. In this regard, social studies education 

requires a new paradigm to revitalize social studies education to be effective, strong and 

powerful as social capital in order to educate the nation's social life. Relevant to social studies 

learning traditions Roberta M Woolever and Kathryn P Scot that is: (a) social studies as 

citizenship transmission, (b) social studies as personal development, (c) social studies as 

reflective inquiry, (d) social studies as social science education, dan (e) social studies as rational 
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decision making and social action.
8
  Social studies as citizenship transmission means that  social 

studies is a means to carry forward old values that are considered important, the goal is to 

maintain values that have long existed in society.
9
 Social studies as personal development 

means that social studies helps develop the maximum potential of students.   

The 4T revolution is not a threat if humans can take advantage of the momentum 

positively and correctly, even its existence brings humans towards progress, especially in the 

field of education.
10

 The existence of learning in the era of the 4T Revolution is e-learning-

based learning, the use of smartphones to learn, the use of the internet looking for various 

learning literacy looking for various learning literacy, and various technology-based learning 

that can help in the learning process. The current gap between developed and developing 

countries on the adoption of e-learning is apparently influencing individual behavior when 

adopting new technologies.
11

 Various research results also provide empirical support to develop 

skills through technology and be placed as creative and innovative media in the 21st century, 

because it is a major issue and is able to innovate new, including social studies education.
 12

 

Research results Christine Redeker found that the use of social media in learning supports 

pedagogic innovation by motivating learning processes based on personalization, collaboration 

and changing patterns of interaction between learners and teachers.
13

 This is the vision of  

NCSS, ―National Standards for Social Studies Teachers is that social studies education must be 

meaningful, strong, value-based, challenging, and active.
14
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However, on the other hand, the changes in the industrial revolution era have made 

humans dehumanized because they are enslaved by technology, especially for the younger 

generation who make this era an era of freedom without social values and norms.  Research 

results H.A.R Turnbull, C. Mom just fac Tilar prove that someone who spends a lot of time 

accessing the internet, only has a little time to communicate with others in real time.
15

 Kristina 

E Hatch It found that children who used devices more tended to do less physical activity.
16

  

Another phenomenon is the emergence of students who are consumptive based on needs but 

desires.
17

 The digital world seems to be a place for pedagogy that teaches students to become a 

consumer society, even consumptive culture, such as people's consumption patterns switching to 

fast food that can be found in restaurants.
18

 In fact, millions of hectares of forests in Indonesia 

are lost to meet consumer goods.
 19

  

The above conditions, of course, are contrary to the objectives of Education in the era of 

the Industrial Revolution 4.0 and Society 5.0. which aims to develop intelligence to interact 

more broadly at the global level or interaction for the fiture.
20

 The purpose of National 

Education and the main core of Social Studies Education is to realize humans who are able to 

adapt, socialize, participate, be responsible, care for their social environment is a challenge.
21

 

The tendency of decreased social ability in students as one of the impacts of the era of 

disruption and must be addressed immediately.
22

 These challenges must be faced in the world of 

education in the contemporary era which can be seen from the way of thinking, how to learn, 

how to act students in order to develop various innovations and creativity in education.
23

 This 

phenomenon is relevant to the results of research Christensen C. M. Dyer, J. H., & Gregersen, 
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H.B that intelligence-based learning will not provide significant results, which is only an 

increase of 50%) compared to creativity-based ones, which are up to 200%.
24

  Therefore, social 

studies education must revitalize in meeting various demands of society and become a scientific 

guideline to be applied in real life, especially the presence of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in 

the 21
st
  century. The problem of this article is how the new face of Social Studies Education in 

preparing the nation's generation with creative pedagogy of the 21
st
  century and how to deal 

with the challenges of Social Studies Education in the 21
st
 century. 

Research Methods 

The research method used is a library research method involving searching, assessing and 

analyzing literature relevant to this research. Data collection techniques are from books, journals 

and documentation studies. Literature review is academic research that aims to develop 

theoretical aspects and aspects of paralactic benefits.
25

 The data collection technique, then 

researchers analyze descriptively using a content analysis model with steps: design 

determination, principal data search, and contextual knowledge search.
26

 

Results And Discussion  

Social Studies Education with 21
st
 Century Creative Pedagogy 

A good citizen is a citizen who is able to interact with others so that he becomes a good 

citizen. Social studies education plays a role in equipping students by developing various 

attitudes so that students can participate in the life of society, nation and world.
27

 The 

curriculum and objectives of Social Studies Education are aimed at helping students develop 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to be able to participate and become good citizens in a 

multicultural environment and an interconnected world.
 28

 One of the skills that must be raised is 

the skill in portraying himself in a community environment with the ability to solve problems of 

himself and his environment in the present and the future in social studies learning.
29
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Understanding sustainability is very important so that the act of consuming today is not 

exploitative of natural resources and still thinks about future interests.
30

  

Some of the competencies offered through Social Studies Education from literature 

studies that refer to the tradition of Social Studies in the United States NCSS about the 

development of creative and relevant pedagogy with a comprehensive social studies education 

program has four dimensions are: 

1. Knowledge: Developing knowledge, students must be taught facts, concepts, 

principles, generalizations and theories and basic social studies concepts that are 

abstract, including higher order thinking skills (HOTS).
 31

  

2. Skill: Develop skills by training research, thinking, social participation, 

communication both in the form of hard skills and softskil. One example of this skill 

is overcoming the craft of gadgets 
32

.  

3. Attitude and Value: Contains substantive values and prosuderal values derived from 

religious values, social values, and values adopted by a nation. Strengthening 

character education also fortifies the current globalization of the younger generation 

in facing the era of the industrial revolution 4.0 
33

.  

4.  Citizen atau Social Action: It is an important social studies dimension because 

actions can enable learners to learn concretely. The form of application is the 

modeling of activities in solving problems in the classroom by means of group 

discussions.
34

 

One of the principles for teaching skills in the 21
st
 century is (1) making learning 'big 

picture' based: (2) teaching with discipline; (3) develop lower and higher thinking skills to 

motivate understanding in different contexts; (4) motivating the transfer of learning; (5) learn 

how to 'learn to learn' or metacognition; (6) correct misunderstandings directly; (7) encourage 

group work; (8) utilize technology to support learning; and (9) increase student creativity.
35
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The study above is in line with the formulation of social studies learning objectives 

related to cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects. The social studies learning objectives 

consist of three clusters, namely: (1) development of inquiry and critical thinking skills; (2) 

development of attitudes and values; and (3) knowledge comprehension.
36

 Various 21
st
  century 

skills complement each other and can be further developed by creative social studies teachers to 

prepare the nation's generation with creativity and innovation to facilitate students who are avid 

with devices.
37

  In addition, Delors et al from the International Commission on Education for 

the Twenty-first Century, formulated four principles in education in the 21st century known as 

the four pillars of education, namely learning to know, lerning to do, learning to be and learning 

to live together. The most important competencies offered in the 21st century are 4 skills or 

commonly abbreviated as 4C which include: Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking 

and Problem Solving, and Creativity and Innovation.
38

 While the three skills that must be 

possessed in the 21
st
  century according to Charles Fadel and Bernie Trilling  are: life and career 

skills, learning and innovation skills, and information media and technology skills.
 39

 The 21
st
 

century learning organization in the form of the most important skill mastered by students is to 

become productive creative citizens and people in the 21
st
 century which is illustrated in the 

figure below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 21
st
  Century Competence 

40
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From various skills of the 21
st
  century, then converted and become a reference for social 

studies teachers in developing creative pedagogy in each subject matter, presented in the 

following table: 

Table 1: 21
st
 Century Social Studies Skills and Top 10 Future Skills 

 

Skill for the Future 

Top 10 Skill 21
st
  Century Social Studies 

Skill No  In 2020 In 2015 

1 Complex Problem Solving  Complex Problem Solving  Creativity and innovation 

2 Critical Thinking  Coordinating with other Critical thinking and problem 

solving  

3 Creativity  People management  Communication 

4 People Management  Critical Thinking  Collaboration 

5 Coordinatiing with other  Negotiation  Information literacy 

6 Emotional Intelligence  Quality control Media literacy 

7 Judgment and Decision 

Making  

Judgment and Decision 

Making 

Information and 

communication 

technologies literacy 

8 Service Orentation  Service Orentation Flexibilitiy and adaptability 

9 Negotiation  Active learning  Initiative and self direction 

10 Cognitive Flexbility 

 
41

 

Creativity Social and cross-cultutal 

skill, productivity and 

accountability, leadership and 

responsibility.  
42

 

Source: Researcher's Results (2023) Adapted from.
43

 

Social studies learning must be able to realize social studies skills in the 21
st
  century by 

integrating the 10 skills of the future generation of the nation described above. Social studies 

learning can be translated as learning that is packaged in an interesting way and inspires 

students in creative ways.
44

 Creativity is also considered as the intelligence of the future that 

cannot be defeated by artificial intelligence.
45

 Thus, 21
st
 century social studies learning needs to 

organize innovative learning to produce students who are empowered with high creativity, 

including learning skills and innovation, as illustrated below: 
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Figure 2: Visualization of students in the 21
st
  century (Results of researchers) 

Based on the findings above, it confirms that creativity is one of the important indicators 

so that students can successfully face a complex world and as a role model in facing uncertainty 

in the 21
st
  century. 

Strategies to Face the Challenges of 21
st
 Century Social Studies Education 

Along with the changing times, humans continue to transform to make various changes in 

life, especially in advances in technology. Education is one of the great hopes for the 

community to keep pace with existing progress. The school is a miniature of the life of the 

people of Durkheim in.
46

 Entering the 21
st
  century, countries in the world began to develop 

cross-country education systems. This is proof of the concern of world citizens for improving 

the quality of education and the development of science and technology.
47

 To realize 

international Education, the four pillars of Education by UNESCO in 1996 include: Learning to 

know, Learning to do, Learning to live together, and Learning to be.
48

 Based on the results of 

researchaterina Ananiadoui and Magdalean Claro that there are three dimensions of learning in 

the 21st century, namely: information, communication, ethics and social influence.
49

  Likewise, 

the 2013 Curriculum currently applied in Indonesia, seeks to answer various phenomena of the 

progress of the existing times. Students are not only directed in the curriculum to have 

intelligence in utilizing advances in the fields of science and technology, but they are also 
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required to have the ability to develop human qualities called soft skills.
50

 In the 2013 

Curriculum must provide a balance between soft skills and hard skills.
 51

   

The social studies curriculum in Indonesia must transform following the changing times 

towards technological advancement. This finding also responds to the new curriculum present in 

Indonesia that updates Curriculum 13 is the independent learning curriculum.
52

 That the 

Mendikbud's version of freedom of learning is departing from the desire for educational output 

to produce better quality and no longer produce students who are only good at memorizing, but 

also have sharp analytical skills, reasoning and comprehensive understanding in learning to 

develop themselves. Freedom of Learning is an educational process that must create happy 

atmospheres.
53

 The essence of free learning is exploring the greatest potential of teachers and 

students to innovate and improve the quality of learning independently. Being independent does 

not mean following the entire process of education bureaucracy, but really educational 

innovation.
54

 This finding is relevant to Imam Mujiono that the most important thing in teaching 

is to bring happiness to students in the classroom, teaching happily to make students happy.
55

 

The strategy to face the challenges of social studies education in the 21
st
  century with the 

presence of an independent learning curriculum is that teachers must have creative pedagogy 

and have the flexibility to choose teaching materials so that they can be adjusted to the learning 

needs and interests of students. Teachers can also make projects in strengthening the 

achievement of the Pancasila Student Profile as a hallmark of the Freedom to Learn curriculum 

which is developed based on certain themes set by the government. The project is not directed at 

achieving specific learning achievement targets, so it is not tied to subject content.
56

 One of the 

steps that can be taken to revitalize 21
st
  century social studies education by implementing the 
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principles of the Pancasila student profile project, namely: (1) Holistic: Encouraging students to 

learn the material as a whole in sustainable global development. (2) Consecrating: Motivating 

students to be able to make the environment and reality of life the main material of learning. (3) 

Rely on students: Students become active learning subjects by providing many opportunities to 

police knowledge according to their abilities.  (4) Exploratory: The spirit to open space for the 

process of self-development and inquiry, both structured and free.
57

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Application principle of  The 21
st
 Century Pancasila Student Profile 

Source: Researcher's Results (2023) adapted from 
58

 

From the principle of student profile, Pancasila provides benefits in facing the challenges 

of Social Studies Education in the 21
st
 Century which is in line with the objectives of Social 

Studies Education, namely: 

1. Give time to students to develop their competencies and strengthen the character and 

profile of Pancasila students. 

2. Develop competence as educators who are open to cooperate with other subject 

educators. 

3. Give space and time to students to plan a project-based learning process with a clear 

end goal. 

4. Making the Education unit a learning organization that contributes to the community 

and the surrounding environment. 

Making the Education unit an ecostem that is open to community participation.
59

  

The development of social studies learning in the 21
st
  century with the implementation of 

the Freedom to Learn curriculum is a solution in providing space to instill global understanding 
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in shaping intelligence and cross cultural skills are: You are a human being, Your home is earth, 

You are citizen of multiculture  society, You live in interrelated word.
60

 Ideally, the principle of 

the Pancasila Student Profile in the 21
st
  century is not only about the subjects that must be 

taught but Education in the 21
st
  century is about leadership, responsibility, problem solving, 

analytical thinking, adaptability, communication, initiative, self-esteem, creative, cross-cultural 

skills, and cooperation, as the following illustration: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: 21
st
 Century Skills: Adaptation of Researchers from 
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Social studies education requires the skills mentioned above because it is related to the 

application of the Pancasila Student Profile. The output of the principles of the Pancasila 

Student Profile is the formation of character, thinking skills, skills that enable students to play 

an active role in addressing social issues and contributing to the development of a sustainable 

and inclusive society in the 21
st
 century. 

Conclusion 

The development of 21
st
 century skills in Social Studies Education by applying 21

st
  

century pedagogy is expected to develop the creativity of the nation's generation so that they can 

live well in the challenges of the 4.0 era. 4.0 and Society 5.0. Social studies learning must be 

able to realize social studies skills in the 21
st
  century by integrating 10 skills of the nation's 

future generation. The strategy to face the challenges of social studies education in the 21
st
  

century with the presence of an independent learning curriculum is that teachers must have 

creative pedagogy and have the flexibility to choose teaching materials so that they can be 
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adjusted to the learning needs and interests of students. The principle of the Pancasila Student 

Profile is a real step in facing the challenges of 21
st
  century Social Studies Education, namely 

Holistic, Consectual, Berpusst for students and Exploratory. The development of social studies 

learning in the 21
st
  century with the implementation of the Freedom to Learn curriculum is a 

solution in providing space to instill global understanding in shaping intelligence and cross 

cultural skills. 
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