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UVIVERSITY GAY RIGHTS ORGANIZATION TC S PONSOR CCNLL.EPCB

6RONO -~ The University of Maine Vilde-Stein Club, an
offlcially recognizoed student organization on the Orono
campus, will host tho first stato-wide Gay conferenco.
The confaronco, which was posponod from Maroh 2lst at
the requost of tho Univorsity because of tho energy crisis,
has been reschoduled for Saturday, April 20 at the Hilltop
Conferoqco Centor pending final approval froé llice~-Pregident
Poultcn.

Tho sonfsronco will be opon to Gay‘and interostod non-
Gay opople alilko. This oonforenco follows a Now England
Gay conferonce on tho Emerson College campus in Boaton on
Mareh 15, 16 and 17, Emerson College has provided space
and financial support to Gay pcoplo to make tl:a conforcnce
pocaible. Another state-wido odnfefonce 15 scheduled in
February at tho University of [hodo Island cormpud,

At Orono, studont organizurs for tho Maino sonforcenco
aro schoduling a full day of activitios for those who plan
to attond. Tho highlight of the MOrning's activitios uill

bo two featured apeakors, ono malc and onoe fcmalo, uvhio aro
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active in the natienal Gay mevement.While the male

apoaker has net yet been e¢hesen, Ms. Nathalie Reck=-

hill, wemen's eocerdinater fer the Natienal Gay Task

Foree in New Yerk will aadress the meeting. The Presi-

dent of the Natienal Gay T“sk Ferce is Dr. Heward Brown,
former head of Mayer Lindsey's Health Serviees Administratien.

Fellewing lunch at the Hilltep Center, worksheps will
be scheduled for conferenece attendees on suech varied tepiecs
as bi-sexuality, preblems ef rural gays, 'eeming outt,
organizing fer pelitical actien, and Lesbianism., A supper
and danee will fellew atk the Unitarian Parish Heuse in
Bangor, i

Child care services will be previded fer children eof
Gay parents whe wish te attend the cenference.,

Partie¢ipating in the Cenference will be Gay erganiza-~
tiens frem varieus parts ef the state, There are presently
eight groups lecated threugheut Maine,

In addition te s pensering the state-wide Gay ecnference
the Wilaee-Stein Club helds weekiy meetings at the stucent
Unien Building. The Club, named in hener ef writers Oscar
Wilde and Gertrude Stein is alse a pun en the Maine Steln
Seng, the University anthem,

The purpese ef the erganizatien is te previde an
acceptable secial eutlet fer the Univeriity homesexual

eocmmunity and te enlighten the publie en the unfair and
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inaccurate stereotypes and misecenceptiens its helds

with regard te its Gay eitizens,





