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Welcome to the Maine Gay Symposium - what I hope will be 

the beginning of an effective aampaign for Gay Liberation in 

the state of Maine . This symposium comes after months of 

controversy throughout our state - especially in the Bangor 

area. 

Hopefully, through the efforts of wveryone in this room 

today, the stereotypes of Gay people willbbe smashed, and the 

discrimination and harassment of homosexuals ended. This 

is a long-range effort. It is a campaign for human rights. 

It is a movement for both Gays and Straights alike who believe 

that if any minority is denied its 

can be assured of his or her rights. 

, then no one 

We of the Wilde-Stein Club are proud to contribute to 

the Gay mo~ement. Many of us have experienced an unprece-

dented solidarity with Gays throughout the country. We have 

received letters of encouragement fDom Colorado, Michigan, 

New York, Florida, Ohio and Massachusetts. This is not 

me~Q~ a movement centered in one or two specific cities, 

it is a nation-· phenomenon which is rapidly becoming 

world-wide in scope. 

Wxxinx.Mai&xx A year ago, there was one organ::l::$ed Gay g,"£#1p 

in this state , Gay Support & Action in Bangor. Today there 
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are at least strongly organized groups in Maine , besides 

the Bangor group, Gay Rights Organization in Portland; Hancock 

Count~ Gays ~n the Ellsworth area; The Bridge at Colby College; 

a group at the Brunswick Women's Center; and The Wilde-Stein 

Club, here at Orono. We have decided to carry on the fight in 

Maine. Most of us were born and raised here and have grown 

to love this state. W-e--e-e-3ciev~ that Maine people will accept 

l.UY1:1' given the chance to see us -- to see that we are no 



t ~ eat to them~ but are, rather, friends, neighbors and 

relatives -- peoEle they have lived with all their lives. 

As I mentioned before, it is a long-range effort. We 

may not attain our total liberation i 1} the 70's, ~~t / we 
tA fG ~M ~-,-. 

are¢ making great progres W;- do you.re · t tnis is 

a Gay Symposium in Orono, Maine?! A few years ago this 

would have been inconceivable. We are growing restless in 

our closets, and some of us have come out - proud of our 
vi 1\\ t\ sexuality. We Q.aPHt&t be ignored. We are here and we 

are here to demand what is rightfully ours. 

have an impressive representation of the national 

Gay movement as well as dedicated Gays working in the New 

England area. 1 weald fh aq; lil,0 :te ·Uus1A1' ¥ii.to Bns~ 
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