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THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY
QCT. 25, 26, 27, 1973

* OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS

DR, JACK HYLES
Pastor of America's

: Hammond, fnd.
i
DR, CLYDE
MNARRAMORE
Mationally known
Christian Psychologist.
Author, Rosemead,Cal,

DR. TIM LA HAYE

Author and Pastor.
San Diego, Cehl.

PLUS . . .

4 MR, SAM DALTOM-_.Denver, Colo.
# DR, TORBEY JOMMSOM._Florids
4 DR, HOWARD HENDRICKS _ Teras
* DR. DON LONIE—Detroit, Mich,

175 DYMAMIC WORKSHOPS
200 EMHIBITOR BOOTHS
SUPER SEMIMNARS

FOR PASTORS AND DCE's
B THURSDAY FOR YOUTH

@ SATURDAY FOR TEENS

- SPECIAL MUSIC .
Anita Bryant . Soloist
MASSA Childrens Choir
Steve Boalt . Soloist
Gertrude Ribbons . Soloist
Ohman Bros,

Festival of Male Voices
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FAID-AMERICS

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMVENTION
17761 Grand River

Detroit, Michigan 48237

Please send me details and Pre-
Registration information for your
1973 Sunday School Convention.

Name
Address
City, Staie, Zip

largest Sunday School
-- outstanding speaker.

OQutstanding  speaker,
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‘unday School contests have come
a long way since Robert Raikes first coaxed
London strect boys to classes with pennies.
Recently, the person bringing the most visi-
tors to First Baptist Church, Hammond,
Ind., was offered a free trip to the Holy
Land; the East %ide Free Will Baptist
Church, Elizabethton, Tenn., gave a used
car; and Trinity Baptist, Jacksonville, Fla.,
awarded a second honeymoon trip to Miami
Beach,

Although critics of Sunday School pro-
motion believe that sophisticated Americans
have moved beyvond the lure of bribes, the
current wave of phenomenal Sunday School
growth is being swept along by contests.
The appeal is traditional; the prizes and/
or gimmicks up-to-date. One Sunday School
bus caplain swallowed a goldfish when the
attendance record was broken;  other
churches awarded a trip to Disneyland,
a pony, a moikey, a mini-bike, a bicycle,
or a dinner for two at an exclusive restau-
rant to those “bringing in the most.”

“I'd give my grandmother away to attract
a crowd so | could preach the Gospel,”
remarked pastor Ed Debson of the Baptist
Church in Buena Vista, Va.

Not only are expensive prizes given to
those with the highest number of visitors,
smaller incentives are offered to every-

Rosn

one to lure the crowds. One church fed the
5,000 with McDonald’s hamburgers: another
church provided a Kentucky Fried Chicken
dinner on the grounds-—after Colonel Sand-
ers had given his Christian testimony.

There are five categories of Sunday
School coniests, cach based on a different
motive or psychology. (Dr. John Rawlings,
Landmark- - Baptist- Temple, Cincinnati,
adds. “Don’t use the same type of contest
twice. I you try to shoot rabbits (rom
the same hole, they'll quit running.™)

{1y The vontest 1o reach a goal or break
a previous attendance record. Last year
Jerry Falwell had 19,020 in Sunday School
and this year he wants 25.000.

(2) A cormtest with another church.
The Tabernacle Baptist Church, Concord,
Calit., challenged Oxnard (Calif.) Baptist
Temple last spring, with the losing minister
speaking in the winning church.

(3) Awarding a prize 1o the one bring-
ing the most. A {2-year-old won a mini-
bike at First Church of God, Benton, 1.,
for bringing 47 puests,

(&) Awerding a prize 1o everyone who
comes. The Hess Road Wesleyan Church,
Appleton, N. Y., gave a kite to all children
at Sunday School.

(5) One section of the Sunday School
challenges another. The teacher of the youth
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department pushed a cream pic in the face
of the teacher of adults at Community
Baptist Church, Deerfield, 1., because
youth attendance was larger.

The 12 Dusciples Campaign has been
used in more than 3,000 churches, reports
Jim Nicholson, of Gospel Promotions,
where i bracelet and charm is given each
attender. Each of the 12 Sundays, a lesson
is taught on the hle of a discinle and a
charm of that disciple is given. By attending

2 consecutive Sundays, pupils get a com-
lete bracelet.

Uther prizes to all attenders are gold-
fish, kites, whistles, balloons, yo-vos, candy,
buitons, water guns, Bibles, pencils. bubble-
gure, small footballs.

“Jesus walked on water to draw 2 preach-
g erowd. Since ! can’t do that, I'll give
away soft ice cream or cetion candy to kids
on my Sunday School buses,” says Dr, Greg
Dixen, Indianapolis Baptist Temple. His
church owns machines to make both,

The Calvary Baptist Church, Middle-
town, Ohio, divided its large adult audi-
worium Bible class into the Blue and Grey
and refought the Civil War. The farge
number of members from Kentucky ob-
viously wanted to beal the Yankces, be-
cause keen competition doubled attendance.,

Danny Smith and Rudy Holland were
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boyhood friends in Lynchburg, Va, After
college both began churches in the fall
of 1971, Smith began the Open Door Bap-
tist Church in Richmond; Hollund the
Berean Buaptist Church, Roanoke. Now
both run uapproximately 500 in Sunday
school. They challenged cach sther for the
title, “America’s Fastest Growing Church,”
The contest will be decided this month,

Other contests reverse rewards, “The
Ugly Man Cup” for example. is pgiven
to the teacher with the poorest attend-
ance. He is usually presented a makeshilt
cup, with all its ensuing embarrassment,
during the main assembly,

Churches using contests often are ac-
cused of shallowness, superficiality, or
interest only in numbers. The bases of
criticism are usually: (1) pupils come only
for prizes; (2) promotion cheapens the
Gospel of @ holy and infinite God; (3
rewards {oster sell-glory in workers; (4)
the only true rewards are given by God:
and (5) inflated statistics.

The classic illustration of negative re-
sults from a contest arose when a mother
wanted her boy to have perfect attendance,
but he contracted s case of mumps. She sent
lim anyway and told him to sit in the corner
and, when the teacher locked ut him, to
“suck in.”
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Sometimes it’s a question of
knowing what helps and lesson
materials are available, If you
mail the coupon below you'll
receive {ree, no obligation
samples. Or you can request
our €4-page catalog which puts
over 1,500 items at your finger-
tips . . . from handwork and
visual aid ideas to “how-to-
books” and more. If you're in-
terested in heing a better
teacher, or superintendent . . .

SEND FOR THIS CATALOG

{ We call it our “Idea Book.”)

'S FREE

{1 Bend my “Idea Book”
of over 1,500 Sunday
School helps
{your ecatalog). Also send free sample
lesson materials for:
(] Nursery [ Ketn. [ Primary 1-2
O Pri-dr. 34 [JJr. 7 Jr. High
{7 8r. High 1 Adult
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State Zip
{circle) Pastor DCE Supt. Teacher
Approx. 8. 8. attendance

DAVID €. CooK

PUBLISHING CO.
Elgin, 1L 60120
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