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Gene Parisher (1) "A positive outloc

Pressure from the top has caused exciting
Schools across the country.

Sunday S

Free will Baptist Sunday Schools, which
have undergone drastic changes in the last
few years, are seeing exciting attendance
jumps, and a general renovation of all pro-
grams.

Revitalization began in the home head-
quarters, as new strategy, curniculum and
promotions were planned by the Rev.
Roger Reed, executive secretary. with the
goal of enfarging Sunday Schools and in-
creasing the guality of teaching. Now, ex-
amination reveals that pressure from the
top has caused waves in their Sunday
Schools across the country. According
to Reed, the sale of Sunday School literature
is the best indicator of renewed interest;
the department’s ‘z‘;udéct is up from
3500,000 to over $t million. In a denomi-
nation of 2200 churches, 2500 Sunday
Schools buy their literature {many non-
affiliated churches now use their literature,
too).

“We are experiencing the first stages of
& Sunday School revival,” says Reed.

The First Free Will Baptist Church of
Newport News, Va,, expanded so rapidly
that almost 200 Juniors spilled over into
two hastily-erected tents on the parking
lot. The Sunday School was averaging
{19 only 17 months ago; now it averages
approximately 600 pupils a week. Pastor
Don Pegram organized a Sunday School
bus ministry for growth; now 10 buses
bring 340 riders. Visitors passing Jeffer-

T2

A reni

ittend

son and Brooke Streets see o new 900-seut
auditorium with 28 Sunday School rooms.

“ owe my renewed growth to Jack Hyles,
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Ham-
mond. ind..” Pegram savs. “When | heard
him speak at the Bill Rice Ranch in Mur-
freesboro, Tenn., 1 realized 1 could win
souls every week. instead of only during

Traditionally a rural denoni-
ination, Free Will Baptists
now are building in metro-
politan areas.

one week of revival each year”
has the world's largest Sunday
(see Oct. 1973 issue).

The Free Will Baptists have been a tradi-
tiopally rural denomination, but have been
rapidly building new churches in metropoli-
tan areas. Pastor Joe Grizzle has doubled
attendance at the new Sherwood Forest
Free Wil Baptist Church., LaSobrante,
Calif., whers hie now preaches 10 370 people
cach weelk. 1 prew up under the precept
that a church should never be larger than
200" he says. Now Grizzle wanis to build
a super-large church to reach a growing
community.

The most explosive growth in the denomi-
nation is at the Bethel Free Will Baptist
Church, Hampton, Va. Three years ago
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temporary quariers for Juntors in Newport News,
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when Gene Parisher became pastor, he
preached to 47 that first Sunday: the Sun-
day School now averages over 9000 The
church has built twice in the last three
years: an auditorium to seat 600 and Sunday
School space for 1.000. In addition they
have bought two houses for extra Sunday
School space next to the church.

Parisher launched a bus ministry (they
now have 20}, introduced the master teacher
plan for children’s classes. and conducts
a weekly teachers’ meeting (approximately
U percent atiend). Every visitor and mem-
ber receives a weekly church newspaper.
A weekly ad in the city newspaper and a
daily radio broadcast also contribute to
saturating the one-million population of
the Virginia tidewater area with the Gospel.

Parisher pastored three other Free Will
Baptist churches, none as successful as
Bethel, He pastored N.C,
where lie saw the spontaneous growth of
the Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church
(the largest Free Will Baptist Church,
pastored by the Rev. Lonnie Graves, with
an average weekly attendance over 1260).
Parisher confesses the large church re-
versed his negative attitude toward growth,
giving him a positive outlook on evangelism
and an unlimited vision.

But rural Free Will Baptist churches also
are growing. The Fellowship Free Will
Baptist Church in Flat River, Mo., has
grown from 170 in Sunday School to over
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150 in the Iast 18 months. Growing mainly
shrough a bus ministry and renewed zeal,
Pastor Ken Duggett has proved that a
<ountry church can grow,

On the West Coast, Claude Hames had
heen pastor of the First Free Will Baptist
Church, Bakersfield, Calif,, since 1964,
hut set growth as a goal only five vears
ago. First, he moved from 3 city lots to 12
fots. Next, he invelved his people in soul-
winning  visitation, according to  Acts
5420 “Daily in the temple and in every
jouse they ceased not to preach and teach
fesuy Christ,” Hames indicated he studied
tack Hyles, Jerry Falwell and other success-
tul pastors not in his denomination, then
Jetermined he could build a great Free Will
#aptist church. He now runs & buses and

For mors infarmation check 51 on aard.
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averages over 500 in Sunday School, with
4 peak of 566 on a special day.

Hames’ greatest answer o prayercame on
a rally day when the church rented a public
school and extra buses for an evangelistic
campaign in the community. Forty persons
committed their lives 1o Jesus Christ,

Hames plans to build & Chrstian day
school and a sanctuary to seat 768 with a
7000 sq. ft. basement, and will buy more
Sunday School buses to meet their growing
needs.

Keith Kenemer. a Sunday School evan-
gelist, has been working full time among

NEWAWARDS
FOR FASTEST GROWING

fs your Sunday School growing?
fs it growing fast? Could it be growing
faster than any other Sunday School in
your state? This is what Christian
Life would like to determine.

Everyone qualifies to enter this new
contest. That makes it unlike Christian
Life’s annual listing of the 100 largest
Sunday Schools which awards only the
largest,

The measurement is simply numerical
growth {rate over base).

A huge banner will be presented to
the f{astest-growing Sunday School
each state. It will become the permanent
property of the church.

So if you are prowing, wrife for an
application:

Fastest-Growing Sunday School

Christian Life Magazine

Gundersen Drive & Schmale Road

Wheaton, Hhnos 60187

Free Will Baptist churches, conducting
Sunday School revivals (though not associ-
ated with the Sunday School Department),
When he finished a week at the Welch
Avenue Free Will Baptist Church, Colum-
bus, Ohio, the church bought three addi-
tional buses and set an attendance goal of
050 in Sunday School, up from the present
average of 550. The church also adopted a
plan for a new [500-seat auditorium.
Total buses in operation now number
seven, and plans for the new auditorium are
being developed. The Rev. Carl Valance,
according to his testimony, had resigned
when Kenemer came for the Sunday School
revival, The people, however, voted not to
accept his resignation, bought two Sunday
School buses and purchased a 10-room
house adjoining the church, for Sunday
School. A new teacher training class is
now offered, and the future looks brighi.

Reed considers the Sunday School a
sleeping giant among Free Will Baptists,
“It can not only revitalize a denomination
but help reach a nation for Christ,” he
5aYS.

Recently Reed addressed 700 ministers:
“There are enough men in this room to
shake America through the Sunday
School.” ~The  reverberating shouts of
“Amen!” reflected - a renewed pastoral
interest in their ability to do so. 0/

Far more information check 52 on card.

Why doesnt m
clags pay attention
like"hers does
every
Sunday?

Muaybe they would., Scmelimes oll it takes is
the right lesson materials. Or the "litHe ex-
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tras’’ ., . . teaching helps that con make o
world of difference. Send the coupon below.
Ask for sumples of free Bible-in-Life lesson
materials, Or check the box for our catalog.
it puts over 1,500 ilems ot your fingerfips—
from handwork and visual aid ideas to ""how-
to'' books and oll those "little extras’ that
enable you lo get the attention, interest and
response that con make your Sunday school

teaching much more rewarding and enjoyablel
' —MAIL THIS COUPON- -

[0 Send my “'iden Book"
of aver 1,500 Sunday
schoel helps. {(Your
eatalog. }
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