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Clate Raymond, MASSA executive
diractor, spearheads Sunday School
convention.

Attend a Sunday School convention?
Why should Ron Smith of Waterloo, lows,
want to go to & Sunday School convention?
And all the way to Detroit?

But Ron Smith will not be alone. Many
like him from llinois, Wisconsin, Ohio,
Indiana, Pennsylvania and half a dozen
other states will converge on the Mid-
America Sunday School Association Con-
vention, October 818, at Motor City's
Cobo Hall. More than 60,000 are expected
to attend the four-day workshop-conven-
tion, according (o Clate Raymond, execu-
tive secretary of the sponsoring organi-
zation.

The majority of the Ron Smiths who
attend next month’s conclave in Cobo
Hall will be Sunday School teachers.

If they have attended Sunday School
conventions before, they will come back
again for that shot in the arm which will
provide them with the inspiration they need
in the months ahead. In workshop sessions
they will hear about new teaching tech-
niques and see them demonstrated. They
will find new teaching tools on display
in the exhibit areas, and will rub elbows
with other Sunday School teachers eager to
share their successes and find consolation
for their {ailures.

Al of this, veteran Sunddg' School con-
vention frequenters have discovered, pro-
vides just what they need in order to face
their classes with confidence in themselves
and the Lord.

But Sunday School teachers are not the
only ones who will be on hand. Clergymen
from virtually every denomination will
crowd the convention hall to get the latest
news on what's happening in the Sunday
Schools of the U.S. and how they can im-
prove their own Christian education pro-
gram.

How their attendance at 2 Sunday School
convention has changed the course of their
own ministry and the growth of their church
is revealed year after year by the testi-
monies of many pastors.

The Rev. Eugene Hudgens, minister of
the First Church of the Nazarene in De-
troit, is an illustration.

“Little did 1 realize what was about to
ilal)[)e&'l to me as | walked into my first
Sunday School convention seminar. I found
a seat on the third row to the left of the
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Sunday School
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speaker, and before the afterncon session
wits over, the room seemed to light up.

“The Spirit of God came,” says Hudgens.
"My eyes were open to see things [ had
never seen before. The topic was common
enough-—adult work in the Sunday School.
But the teacher painted the picture of an
adult Sunday School class which made it
appear equal in challenge and importance
o the most exciting vocation on earth. |
returned to my church and Sunday School
class with new direction and purpose.”

Like many other ministers, Hudgens has
returned to the Sunday School convention
year aflter year.

“I had the goal of preaching, but God

sed the Sunday School convention o turn
me on to the additional glorious ministry
of teaching,” he says.

“1 have also received a side benefit in
fellowship and sharing across denomina-
tional lines. The Sunday School convention
has been a broadening, expanding benefit,
and I have learned to love many Sunday
School workers whom 1 otherwise would
have never known. Through these contacts
the doors have opened to me to go and
observe what is going on in other classes
and Sunday Schools.”

Hudgens adds, "Now I have great joy in
watching the same unfoiding drama in my
teachers and workers that happened in my
own life. I consider the three-day MASSA
Convention the most beneficial aspect of
our church’s teacher-training program and

the preatest possible stimulant (o better
Christian education.

How a church can benefit from the par-
nupdtmn of both its teachers and pastors
in a Sunday School convention is demon-
strated by the Warrendale Community
Church in Dearborn, Mich, This_church
became affitiated with the Michigan Sun-
day School Association when it met the
requirements of the smallest classification.
Today Warrendale has grown into a class
A Sunday School with an all-iime peak
attendance of 1,593 and a weekly atren-
dance averaging close to 1,000.

“Our teachers have become better
teachers from attending the convention
workshops. Our church feels that atten-
dance is a must and we gladly pay the tui-
tion of every member of the staff who

(continued on page 78)
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{continued fram page 73)
attends,” says the Rev. Robert Armstrong,
minister.

When thinking of other benefits this
church received from the convention,
Armstrong listed inspiration, information
on the latest techniques, and a firsthand
look at new teaching wol&.

Whnle denominations also have bene-
fitted from their participation in Sunday
School convention activities.

According to Bishop Dale Cryderman of
the Free Methodist Church, “At first, it
was only an occasional pastor who would
take his Sunday School superintendent,
but now most pastors, superiniendents
and teachers have given the convention top THIRK
priority in their programs of training for
efficiency.

“One of the biggest benelits has been the
reversal of an attitude being promoted that
Sunday School could no longer grow and For information Write:
had lost its place of importance. Along
with this has been the emphasis on the
centrality of God's Word, the emphasis
upon the working of the power of the Holy
Spirit and the urgency of the day in which
we work.”

AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE ‘ Added together, it is easy 1o see why for
individual Sunday School teachers and

BOOKS TG LIVEB

superintendents, pastors, as well as entire
i i1 f % ®
ndale House

ABOUT 1T

Subtitled “Jesus s Coming.’
Author Bill McKes carefully ' re-
lates the exciting news of tomor-
row’s prophetic events,

& Pocket-paper $1.25

church denominations, the Sunday School
convention today is an impwrtzmi factor in

Q‘UE}LwHtRS‘ufHEATON!LL%GaSi the ongoing outreach of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. pvavd

For more informetion check 72 on card,

has written one fuith book cach month for 21 wum He has 21,000,000
HOW [0 print in 36 nations. His faith paper reaches 27 million people. His
Juitlt message has taken it (o 47 states & all the f’ea,mr continents of the
waorld, to Jevusalem, & the istands of the sea.

in order 1o acqueine you with this work he is sending you a valuable
package that will lift your faith and change your life, if you send an
offering of one dollar or more to this 12 ARM WORLD OUTREACH,
Help him send support to thousands of orphans, native evangelisis, pioneer
churches and the TVD literaiure cousade.

The new book, REVOLUTION OR REVIVAL tells what will take place in America in the near future. 11 answers the
questions, Did these men have long hair? Jesus, Abastom, Samson, Elijah, Paul, Peter, and others.

The book, ARMAGEDDON, teils the name of the coming world ruler. It proves that the H. bomb will never destroy
the world. 11 tells the name of the weapon now in existence that will destroy America.

Dr. WV, Grant: P.O. Box 21353, Dallas Texas 75211

| Please send me the new book, REVOLUTION OR REVIVAL, for which | enclose ane dollar.
Also send free the book, ARMAGEDDON

Also send free the gold cross 1o wear an my lapel,

Also send free the new book, 100 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE CHARIS-
MATIC REVIVAL

I Also send free information about the free Correspondence Course

| Also send free information on the next Hely Land Tour.
j
i

{
{
{

| Also send free the Holy Land Album with 276 colorful pictures.
Also send free yvour faith paper every month,

Name Zip

Acidress X City

78 CHRISTIAN LIF



	Liberty University
	DigitalCommons@Liberty University
	9-1972

	What a Sunday School Convention Can Do
	Elmer Towns
	Recommended Citation



