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strong political preferences which
went beyond the literal text of the
Constitution — a preference for na-
tional as opposed to state power, a
preference for protection of proper—
ty rights as opposed to public in-
terest considerations, and so forth.
Certainly men like Jefferson felt the
Constitution was being radically
altered by the Marshall
Jefferson referred to the justices as
*miners and sappers’’ weakening
the very fabric of the Constitution.
One more example will suffice.
When the Supreme Court decided
in the Dred Scott Case (1857}, that
Scott was not a citizen and that
Congress had no authority to
legislate on slavery in the territories
whatsoever, it is difficult to escape
the conclusion that five Southern
justices and two Northern sym-
pathizers were attempting to write
into the Constitution their social
views on race and to solve a prob-
lem which the other two branches
had grappled with unsuccessfully
for fifty years. In sum, | find the
Supreme Court exhibiting clear
value preferences much eatrlier and
for reasons more manifestly
political than does Mr. Whitehead.
1 would alsoc raise guestions
about the author’s interpretation of
federalism. If, as. Mr. Whitehead
argues, the framers intended to
limit the federal sphere, why the
deep fears of the antifederalists
such as Richard Henry Lee and
George Mason? More accurately,
both supporters and opponents of
the Constitution favored a federal
. system. They differed as to the
distribution of power among the
. various civil governing bodies. Mr.
- Whitehead refers to the Constitu-
tion as a covenant or contract be-
tfween the states and the new

federal government (p. 207). While

- this was freqgently argued before
_ the Civil War, there was certainly

no uniform agreement on the mat-
ter. John Marshall in McCulloch vs.
Maryland stated that the Constitu-
tion rested on the authority of the
 people rather than the states as

sovereign entities. | would add but

one practical consideration. Mr.
Whitehead appears to argue for a

return to the constitutional balance

16

Court.

of 1787. Assuming there was

agreement then as to where that
balance should be struck, how do
we undo two hundred vears of na-
tional development which in some
areas make national solutions the
only feasible ones, and do so in a
manner not totally disruptive of the
social order? This problem, not
really addressed in the book; ap:-
pears to be fundamental.

 Whitehead's book is stimulating
and his analysis of contemporary
American values accurate. He has
recovered a significantly
underestimated component in the
American character. The book
deserves careful reading by Chris-
tians and by those in the larger
American community who still re-
tain a mind sufficiently open to ap-

_preciate the fragility of human

freedom and its serious erosion in
the late twentieth ceritury.

emphasis. The church has placeq

_emphasis on the message being

presented rather than the

messenger presenting it. Present.
day Christendom has ‘‘flooded the

market’' with witnessing tech-
nigues. That was the reason | reluc-
tantly bought this book, but its sub-

* title intrigued me, /Crossing Tradi--

tional Boundaries to Reach the
Unbelieving World.” And that s

‘what Life-Style Evangelism does.

Instead of being intimidated, | was
challenged. No longer do | view my
non-believing neighbor as the
enemy, but, as Aldrich describes, a

“'victim of the enemy.” Instead of

dealing with information that only
10 . percent of ‘those in local

churches who actually ‘‘go

witnessing’’ can use, Aldrich

writes to the other 90 percent who

just cannot handle the idea of
knockmg on a stranger s door,

Life-Style Evangelism
by Joseph C, Aldrich

Multnomah Press; 1981, 246 pp-;

$9.95

Reviewed by Stephen R.
Vandegriff,

youth pastor, Calvary Temple,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Finally! Someone wrote a book
on that popular subject of
evangelism without repeating
something he heard or rewriting
something he had read. We all have
heard sermons on evangelism ftill

‘we know every reason that good

Christians should evangelize. But
for the 'most part, books on
evangelism either give a different

slant on technique (a new order of

Scripture verses, or new questions

. or terms to use) or cause such a

guilt trip you feel like leaving job
and family to become a 'profe's—
sional evangelist.

~ Joe Aldrich’s

Evangelismi deals- wi
block of the evang

tion, the Christian. Aldrich presup-
poses (and | agree) that local
churches have had the right idea
about evangelism but the wrong

Life-Style

. the first
> founda-

AL MTL AL CONCERN BOOK. ¢

~ LifeStyle

Evmgehsm

Life-Style Evangelism does not
Iessen the importance of those who

are '‘aggressive’’ in evangelistic ef-
forts but does foer interesting in-
sights regarding

ly explains that evangelism Should

be a natural part of the Christian’s

life and not something he has 10
‘‘psych himself up’’ each week

‘do. As Christians, we can and

shou!d relate to our non=Christian
friends (and not isolate ourselves
as we consistently do). B

, natural process of frlend‘shl“

results (see
_chapter 4). Joe Aldrich convincing- .

vangelis
leal  with
‘vangehs
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natural occurrence, and
iscipleship  a 'natural process
ccause of already established rela-
onships.

The -author writes as with a

andate from heaven, to deal with
his subject objectively and
ealistically, in language all can
inderstand. (i.e. “There is a time
when those who refuse commun-
on because of pierced ears must be
pposed because it is a distortion
f the saving grace of Jesus
rist:*)

Life-Style Evangelism is divided
nto three parts. The first two
Evangelism As It Should Be and
-vangelism and the Local Church)
jeal with pertinent philosophy of
vangelism, even though it can
asily be applied to practically any
ituation . . concerned - with
vangelism. Part three (Evangelism
nd-You) gives the reader real-life
xamples of evangelistic endeavors
o reach your neighbor. Structural-
y, the ‘book is well outlined and
makes a great series for instruction
egarding evangelism. It could easi-
y be modified to fit in as Sunday
chool l[essons or sermons.

Life-Style Evangelism:-is man-
latory reading for those who want
0 witness effectively; those who
re. struggling - with the idea’ of

vangelism: “or still forming their

wn ideas about it, those in places
f leadership who want an effec-
tive course to teach on evangelism
r just for their own edification.
his ‘book can stand shoulder to
houlder with any of the other great
ooks on the subject

Criswell’s Guidebook for Pastors
by W.A. Criswell, Broadman Press,
1980, 385 pp., $9.95.

Reviewed by Robert L. Sumner,
editor, The Biblical Evangelist,

_ |f a man, raised in abject pover-
Y. on the wrong side of the tracks,
went into business for himseif and

became a multimillionaire, all other

ung businessmen of rational

feet and learn his secrets. If a man

spent: his entire life in politics,
never losing an election and prov-
ing himself to be an outstanding
leader of people, other would-be

. politicians by the thousands would

pay big money to attend his
serminars and take copious notes, If
an author produced one best seller
after another, winning : Pulitzer

prizes and Nobel awards for his

work, every aspiring writer of even
microscopic  intelligence would
jump: at an opportunity. to learn
from him.

By the same token, any young
preacher endowed with the
slightest measure of spiritual ambi-
tion should glory in the opportunity

CRISWELL'S
GUIDEBOOK

to learn from a man of the stature
of Wallie Amos Criswell, He has
pastored the same church, First

Baptist Church of Dallas, for nearly

a half-century, watching it grow
over the years until it now averages

about 8,000 per week in Sunday §

school, and dedicated members
pour more than $8 million into
church collection plates annually.
Best of all, W.A. Criswell baptizes
over one thousand persons upon
profession of their faith every
single year. Obviously, a man such
as this has something to say of im-
mense value, and preachers anx-
ious to do a better job for God will
want to both hear and heed him.

His chapter on ‘' The Pastor Fac-
ing Discouragement and Failure’’ is
a gem, easily worth the price of the

book. But this is only one chapter .

and there are twenty others i

“buildings,

the pastor,

which  Criswell - examines such
themes as the place of the pastor-
preacher in Christ’s plan, the pastor
in the pulpit, the pastor in his
study, the pastor and sermon
preparation, the pastor and his
staff, the organization of a new
church, financing the church, the
pastor and the construction of new
administering the or-
dinances, the pastor doing the
waork of an evangelist, the pastor as
a counselor and shepherd of the
flock, the wedding ceremony, the
funeral service, the pastor and his
personal life, do’s and don'ts for
plus other important
subjects. Here is a volume that
would be ideal for use as a text-
book in pastoral theology. And
many preachers reading this review

‘wollld benefit from such arefresher

course with great and lasting profit.
If we have a criticism — and we

 do — it pertains to some of the men

Criswell quotes. He is not careful to
distinguish between ‘‘good guys'’
and "‘bad guys,’’ but, with regard
to this flaw, we simply repeat
Criswell’s own advice concerning
the books of others: ''So let the

_pastor read as he would eat a fish

— when he comes to an un-
palatable bone, just eat around it;
do not swallow it!"’

Taken as a whole, Cnswell’
Guidebook For Pastors is an
outstanding volume, one we highly
recommend to every preacher of
the gospel. It will inspire, enthuse,

‘encourage, and instruct. 0

 VISIT FLORIDA STAY AT THE
 OCEAN BEACH CLUB n
: CONDOMINIUM
(Enj oy a home away from
- THE CONDOMINIUM — 2 bedrooms, 2 baths
pool. tennis. 9 hole gulf course adjacent ocean
beach at your doorstep. fishing (Blue flsh; 1
Nov.: and Dec. 20 miles from deep s
THE LOCATION - On AlA 3 mile
-Beach. B miles: north of Ormond Beacl
north of Daytona Beach. 80 minutes fio
- World. Beauliful location and setting.
THE RATES - Sept . 0ct Nov. $225 00
$650 00 Month Jan.. May. Dec. $250 00 week
$700 a month. Other mnnths sltghtly mgher -
_ FOR INFORMATION: ! ,
Phone (904) 439:3144 or wme , .
 OCEAN BEACH CLUB Il CONDOMIN%UM -
Lodis and Mary Kall, Managers::
- (Semi-relired Baplist:Minister)
3510 Ocean Share Boulevard
- Fagier Heach, Florida 32036 -
- ALL YOU NEED TO BRING IS YOUR Fuuu'




	Liberty University
	DigitalCommons@Liberty University
	1982

	Review: Life-Style Evangelism
	Steve R. Vandegriff
	Recommended Citation



