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Industrial Heritage in the Ikuno Area, Hyogo Prefecture

Kuniyuki SHOYA
Hirohiko NAMIKAWA
Akira OITA

Wataru NOJIRI

Our team has researched the conservation of Japan’s industrial heritage. In February and November

2001, we surveyed the Ikuno Silver Mine in Hyogo Prefecture and presented a report on the conserva-

tion of the area's industrial heritage.

[ I7 In this chapter, the history of the Ikuno mine is described based on the literature.

[II] This chapter shows a chronological table about Ikuno mine. That information was extracted from

the literature which had already been issued.

[II] The Ikuno Silver Mine and its surrounding iron bridges at Habuchi (built in 1883/1885) and

(V]

(V]

Mikohata (built in 1885), are described. Japan has only these two cast-iron bridges now. They are
like the world's first iron bridge at Shrophare but are smaller. In the 17th and 18th centuries and
during the first half of Meiji era, Japanese silver mining (at Ikuno, Iwami, Sado and other mining
sites) flourished and was at the height.

Nearby Kuchiganaya is described in this chapter. The traditional townscape along the old main
street is conserved through regulations and ordinances established by the Ikuno municipal office
and the Hyogo prefectural government.

This chapter contains an account of our excursion to Asago, a town next to Ikuno, to see the
Okutataragi hydroelectric power plant and the Mikohata smelting works. At Mikohata, we re-
searched the abandoned smelting plant and its facilities along the mountain slope. We also studied
the European-style home for foreign engineers and constructed in the Meiji era. In Okutataragi
is the one of the largest pumping-up power plants in Japan. An old farmhouse roofed with glass
moved from the site of the dam has been conserved and is on exhibit in the local park.

[VI] After the Ikuno Silver Mine closed in 1973, some parts of the mining tunnels were opened to tour-

ists.  Various mining machines, tools and trolleys have been exhibited in a museum and tunnels
at the site of the mine. The mining company has established museum of various ores from all over
the world. These exhibits are described in this chapter.



