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‘Ane end of an auld song?’

Macro and Micro Perspectives on Written Scots in Correspondence
during the Union of Parliaments Debates

Sarah van Eyndhoven

Abstract

This thesis examines the relationship between political identity and variation
from a diachronic perspective. Specifically, it explores the use of written Scots
features in the personal correspondence of Scottish politicians active during the
Union of the Parliaments debates. Written Scots by 1700 had steadily retreated from
most text-types in the face of ongoing anglicisation, but simultaneously the Union
debates sparked heated discussion around questions of nationality and Scotland’s
separate identity. I consider the extent to which the use of Scots features may have
been influenced by such discourse, but also how they may have become indexical
markers used to lay claim to these ideologies. Drawing from the frameworks of First,
Second and Third Wave perspectives on variation, and combining quantitative,
macro-social methods with micro-social analysis, broad socio-political factors are
explored alongside plausible stylistic intentions in conditioning or influencing the
linguistic behaviour of these writers. The first analysis examines variation in the
corpus temporally, using the chronologically-organised clustering technique VNC -
Variability-based Neighbor Clustering (Gries and Hilpert, 2008), to measure Scots
features over time. The crucial years of the debates (1700-1707) are compared with
correspondence either side, and the VNC analysis identifies heightened use of Scots
falling within the key years of the debates. The following macro-social analysis
explores the factors driving this variation quantitatively, using a number of different
statistical models to examine the data from various perspectives. Probabilities
of Scots are found to correlate with certain political factors, though in complex
and multilayered ways that reflect the composite nature of the historical figures
operating in the Scottish parliament. The third analysis focuses on the features of
written Scots itself and how these pattern in aggregate and across the individual
authors who comprise the corpus. Findings suggest the persistence of written Scots
was not being driven by a singular feature or set of tokens, rather, authors varied
widely in their range and proportion of different variants. Finally, the micro-analysis
examines the intra-writer variation of four individuals representing different political
interests, exploring their Scots use across various recipients. Close-up inspection of
features within particular extracts and letters suggests the subtle social and stylistic
functions Scots had acquired for these writers. Its occurrence was found to reflect
but also constitute the macro-social patterns identified earlier. Taken together,
results indicate the use of Scots features was both influenced by, and contributed
to, the political and ideological loyalties these writers harboured. Moreover, they
tentatively suggest a process of reinterpretation was underway, in which Scots features
were becoming a resource that could be selectively employed for particular indexical
and communicative purposes.



Lay Summary

The Treaties of Union, signed between Scotland and England in 1707, dissolved
Scotland’s formerly-independent parliament, which was incorporated into a new,
British parliament, based in Westminster. However, the process leading up to
this moment in history, and its aftermath, was not a smooth and straightforward
negotiation that saw widespread agreement on both sides. Rather, it generated
heated debate and discussion within the Scottish parliament, and across the nation
at large. The ruling elite in particular were highly involved with this process, and
there were a number of voices who spoke out against the proposed treaty, standing
firm in their defence of Scottish interests, liberties and institutions. The consequence
was a tense atmosphere in which ideas around Scottish independence, nationality
and identity became salient and were openly questioned in the parliament.

Against this strained political backdrop, the linguistic landscape of Scotland had
also been changing. Prior to the sixteenth century, Scots had been the spoken and
written language of Lowland Scotland, used by all layers of society from royalty
through to the peasantry (while Gaelic continued as the main language of the
Western Highlands and Islands). Scots and English derive from the same parent
language, but from the twelfth century onward they increasingly diverged from one
another into recognised, separate languages, though they remained intelligible as
two closely-related varieties. This reversed through a process of language shift that
began in the sixteenth century and continued over the following centuries, in which
Scots came to be increasingly influenced by the emerging southern English standard
that originated in London. Written Scots was affected in particular, as more and
more distinctively English spellings, words and features were adopted into various
text-types, displacing their Scots equivalents. This shift was sparked by a number
of historical changes that brought Scotland and England closer together socially,
religiously and politically. The net result of these changes was that English became
increasingly associated with prestige and power, while Scots was seen as a ‘domestic’
and lowly variety. By the time of the Treaty of Union in 1707, the upper classes had
been adopting progressively more southern English features in both their writing
and speech for over a century, and the event itself only increased the desirability of
English. Thus, by the turn of the eighteenth century, writers such as the politicians
in the Scottish parliament would very likely aspire to use southern English features,
rather than Scots, in their personal correspondence.

Yet, contemporary research has shown that people can actively use non-prestigious
language varieties in politically-contested situations, to highlight their national or
local identity, even when this might negatively impact them on a social, economic
or political level. Thus, it is possible that the intense political discussion around
the Union might have encouraged a greater use of written Scots features among
the people debating it, particularly if they associated Scots with ‘Scottishness’
This would imply that those who rejected the Union might be more likely to use
Scots features, especially with other politicians who held similar views. However,
this specific period of time and these politicians have not yet been investigated in
previous scholarship, and so it is currently unknown whether Scots was still being
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written and what it looked like in elite personal correspondence by this time, nor
whether the Union years and associated political factors in particular could have
influenced Scots use. This absence of research stems largely from the lack of a
suitable resource to answer such questions. Accordingly, this thesis sought to explore
the potential relationship between the heightened political tension surrounding the
Union debates (1689-1707), and the use of Scots, in correspondence produced by
relevant Scottish politicians and politically-involved writers. To do so, instances of
their letters were identified in archives or digital repositories and were transcribed,
before being compiled into a purpose-built online corpus. These were searched for
instances of Scots spellings and words, along with the equivalent English features.
Once the features had been identified and extracted, the data was then explored on
four different levels.

Firstly, it was analysed over time, to determine whether the most significant years of
the debates behave differently in terms of the frequencies of Scots features observed.
This found that Scots frequencies did increase significantly between 1689-1705 - key
years in the Union debates. These years also link to a rise in tensions between
Scotland and England, suggesting the political situation did have an impact on
written Scots. Secondly, the dataset was explored using statistical methods, to
measure whether political factors, such as party membership, may have influenced
the likelihood of a writer using Scots features (as opposed to non-political influences,
like birthplace). The results indicated that political factors had a considerable effect.
Moreover, they patterned as we might expect: those who rejected the Union and
sought to maintain Scottish independence were more likely to use Scots in their
writings. Thirdly, the proportions of different Scots features within the corpus
and across individual authors were measured. This part of the investigation was
especially interested in determining what written Scots looked like by 1700, and
whether the authors behaved in a uniform way. Results suggested that some features
were still in widespread use whereas others had almost disappeared, however, these
general tendencies did not pattern uniformly across the writers. Rather, written
Scots use seems to have been largely idiosyncratic. Finally, four individuals were
chosen, one from each of the three political parties, and a politically-active Presbyterian
clergyman. Extracts from their letters to different recipients were examined in a
close-up analysis. The politicians appeared to demonstrate a sensitivity to their
political identity and that of their recipient, adjusting the frequency and type of
Scots features they used accordingly. The clergyman did not do this, which suggests
the politicians formed a unique community of their own, in which political influences
relating to the historical backdrop had a very real impact.

In summary, this thesis has indicated that the political activity taking place during
the Union debates did influence politicians’ use of Scots in correspondence. This
also patterns in intuitive ways that align with anti-Union and pro-independence
sentiments. This suggests that patterns of politically-inspired linguistic resistance
observed in present-day situations, can be equally applicable to a historical setting.
Accordingly this thesis provides novel insight into a hitherto under-explored factor
influencing historical language change, as well as highlighting a degree of continuity
between Scots in the early eighteenth century and today, where its use can similarly
be motivated by claims to a local, Scottish identity.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

When Lord Seafield, Chancellor of Scotland, signed the Act of Union between
the Scottish and English parliaments in 1707 and handed it back to the clerk, he
famously exclaimed ‘now there’s ane end of an old song’ Or was it an auld song?
For the linguistic situation in lowland Scotland had complexified and undergone a
dynamic change by the turn of the eighteenth century. Scots, both in written and
spoken form, had seen a meteoric rise in use and status following its development
within the medieval burgh system, and its spread throughout lowland Scotland.
Independent transformations from northern Middle English, and the adoption of the
variety within every genre of written work, and by every social order from royalty
to tenant farmers, suggested Scots was headed for nationwide standardisation. Yet
this trajectory was cut short and reversed, through a series of historical events that
led to the increasing adoption of anglicised variants, as Scotland and England were
brought into the same social, religious and political orbit. The shift to high-prestige
southern English variants affected written genres in particular, and by the time
of the Union of Parliaments in 1707, written Scots had largely disappeared from
most genres. In those where it remained, it had significantly reduced in scope. Yet
despite these trends, written Scots did not disappear completely, and it resurfaced
with considerable vigour during the Vernacular Revival, some decades later. The
roots of this backlash can in many ways be traced to the Union process itself, which
suggests this particular moment in history had a tangible effect on the language of
lowland Scotland.

For, against this backdrop of ongoing anglicisation, the Union debates (1689-1707)
took place. They capture a turbulent, unpredictable and at-times chaotic period of
Scottish history, in which economic, religious, constitutional, patriotic and personal
tensions all came to the boil. Grievances and concerns, ambitions and desires,
they all contributed to the dynamic political landscape that led, ultimately, to the
unification between the Scottish and English parliaments. Following this agreement,
the Scottish parliament was dissolved and subsequently a new British state and
parliament formed, with its administrative capital in Westminster. Yet negotiating
this agreement was by no means straightforward, nor was the Union itself the
teleological endpoint of the negotiation. The ensuing debates leading up to the
final ratification of the Union treaty sparked heated and intense political discussion,

18



‘Ane end of an auld song?’

in which concepts of national identity, the patriotic defence of Scottish liberties and
interests, independent sovereign status, and ecclesiastical and dynastic legitimacy
all informed and constructed the discourse around incorporation, though these were
matched by more pragmatic approaches concerned with the security of Scotland and
safeguarding her institutions. Then, of course, was the inevitable role of personal
interest and political ambition characterising the desires of many ruling elite at this
time. These narratives tentatively suggest an increased awareness of an emerging
Scottish national identity, rising out of a rejection of political amalgamation, or in
response to inevitable incorporation as participants sought to stake out their own
distinctiveness and individuality. These narratives informed the formation, presence
and rhetoric of the three parties within Scottish politics, which were structured by
different ideological and political commitments in response to the proposed Union.

It is not implausible, in light of these political developments and their consequent
discourse, that the use of written Scots among the politicians at the heart of the
Union debates may have been consciously or subconsciously influenced. Considering
that Scots had become increasingly associated with ‘domestic’ and ‘local’ use, such
associations might lend themselves to representing a ‘national’ agenda, structured
through their alignment with particular political identities. There is an instinctive or
intuitive link between a conceived national identity and greater use of the vernacular,
and indeed contemporary studies into written Scots use have identified such links
(Shoemark et al., 2017a,b). In addition, salient and repeated patterns of linguistic
variation within political settings built around local or pan-regional loyalties have
been found in contemporary sociolinguistic analyses. In such scenarios, variation
is not just responsive but actively indexes identities, ideologies or membership to
particular socio-political interests, suggesting the tangible role that political change
and nationalist discourse can play in its occurrence and use. Given these findings,
and the heightened atmosphere within the Scottish parliament during the Union
years, it does not seem implausible that a similar relationship might be uncovered,
suggesting the universality of certain sociolinguistic trends.

Moreover, while written Scots had retreated or was transitioning out of most text-
types, correspondence is one genre where it could continue, considering the lack of
economic incentive to anglicise personal writing (Robinson, 1983; Meurman-Solin,
1993, 1997; Corbett et al., 2003a; Bugaj, 2004). Correspondence also tends to
be less formal and planned relative to other text types such as a legal contracts
(Meurman-Solin, 2000: 158; van der Wal and Rutten, 2013: 2), and reflects the
social relationships between correspondents to a very high degree (Gorlach, 1999).
However, this particular time period has received comparatively little attention
within Scots scholarship in general, and the tentative link between eighteenth-century
written Scots and political identities in personal correspondence has not yet been
explored in detail (though see van Eyndhoven, 2018, 2021 for a small-scale study).
This is partially attributable to the lack of appropriate, easily-accessible resources
to investigate such links, given a digitised corpus of political correspondence from
this time does not exist. Huge volumes of letters are stored in libraries, archives
or private collections, yet research has ‘only just begun to scratch the surface
of this extraordinary mine of manuscript or typescript sources, especially as far
as Late Modern times are concerned’ (Dossena, 2012b: 13), and Scottish letters
are no exception. They thus represent an untapped resource of hitherto unseen
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or unknown language data, once appropriately digitised into text-searchable files.
Equally responsible for the dearth of research, however, is the pervasive narrative
that written Scots had all but disappeared by 1700 in the writings of the upper
gentry, bar a few dissident Scotticisms that became a point of contention among
grammarians during the ‘Age of Politeness’ a few decades later. However, considering
that a quantitative analysis, focusing on a corpus of correspondence and undertaking
a cross-comparison across multiple writers, has not yet been undertaken, the form,
function and extent of early eighteenth-century written Scots features is still largely
unknown. Likewise, whether these features increased or decreased during this time
period, or could have been available for political or national identity marking, is yet
to be discovered.

Accordingly this thesis will explore these considerations, by building a novel corpus
of correspondence from politicians - or commissioners as they were known at the
time! - involved in the last Scottish parliament, during which they debated the Union
agreement. This correspondence is complemented with the writings of politically -
active clergymen who had a stake in the political discourse surrounding the agreement,
and a number of other influential figures, who were not directly involved in the
parliament but participated from the sidelines. The behaviour of these groups will
be compared in particular chapters, to consider whether the politicians behaved
uniquely as a community of practice of their own, or whether they shared significant
overlaps with these other writers through their common political agenda. In addition,
correspondence dating either side of the key debating years (1700-1707) will be
included to assess whether these crucial years behaved differently in particular, or
whether they fit into the larger linguistic landscape, perhaps reflecting the ongoing
anglicisation characterising written Scots. Alongside this, including correspondence
dating until 1745 enables the analysis to inspect whether the lingering effects of the
Union agreement can be seen in its aftermath on written Scots usage.

This correspondence will be analysed firstly from a quantitative perspective, utilising
different statistical modelling methods and approaching the data through the First
Wave framework within sociolinguistic investigation. Change over time will be
explored, using clustering techniques to model the variation in written Scots over the
timeline included in the corpus, to assess how the Union years may have influenced
relative frequencies of Scots. This is followed by a series of statistical analyses
modelling the effect of pre-defined extralinguistic categories, including political factors
such as affiliation and party, in influencing the probability of using Scots. These
first two investigations thus seek to investigate whether this time period was unique
from a Scots linguistic point of view, and whether writers’ affiliations with different
parties and their ideological platforms had a measurable impact of their likelihood
of choosing Scots features.

Complementing these broad-based, macro-social investigations into the patterning
of Scots across the corpus, the data will then be explored through a close-up,
micro-analysis, informed by Second and Third Wave sociolinguistic perspectives.
The individual features included in the category ‘Scots’ will be examined in terms

!These two labels will be used interchangeably throughout this thesis, both refer to the ruling
Scottish elite debating the Union articles in the Scottish parliament
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of their overall frequency in the corpus, as well as their patterning across individual
writers, uncovering the persistence or decline of certain features and highlighting
what early eighteenth-century Scots looked like by this point. Finally, an examination
of four selected individuals and their intra-writer behaviour across recipients and
specific letters will be analysed, drawing on sociolinguistic notions of accommodation,
style-shifting, identity and indexicality to consider plausible motives for their variation.
This will complement the quantitative analysis in suggesting the extent to which
any patterning observed statistically is reflected in individual behaviour, as well as
the extent to which their behaviour might accumulate ideological associations to
construct those patterns. The four research questions this thesis asks are thus:

e Does written Scots pattern differently during the time period around the Union
debates?

o Which extralinguistic factors influence the probability of choosing Scots features,
and do political affiliations influence this in particular?

e How do individual Scots features pattern across the corpus?

o Finally, how does intra-writer variation within selected individuals pattern
across recipients, and what role might stylistic and social factors play?

The thesis is accordingly structured as follows. Chapter 2 gives a brief historical
background into the Union debates and the state of Scotland in the early eighteenth
century. The historical events that took place generated or contributed to salient
ideologies motivating certain groups of politicians to associate with one another,
shaping and informing the political parties in the parliament. Key concerns motivating
the interaction of the commissioners or clergymen with the proposed union agreement
are highlighted, suggesting potentially-important facets to the group identities within
the Scottish parliament. These parties and ideologies will subsequently form the
extralinguistic factors included in the quantitative analysis, thus understanding their
basis and interaction is central to the investigation. Chapter 3 then outlines a history
of Scots up to and including the turn of the eighteenth century. The development of
Scots from its early northern English origins into a distinct and widespread variety
across lowland Scotland is presented, before the events leading to its reduction
within the written sphere as anglicisation took hold, are outlined. This provides a
background to the linguistic situation by 1700, suggesting what we might expect
in terms of written Scots in correspondence, and how these elite writers may have
interacted with it.

Following this Chapter 4 provides the theoretical framework through which patterns
and instances of variation will be explored. Given this thesis seeks to explore
a plausible relationship between political identity and linguistic variation, within
personal correspondence that criss-crossed political lines of allegiance and opposition,
it naturally lends itself to concepts within sociolinguistic frameworks. Accordingly,
the field of historical sociolinguistics, and the insights offered by the ‘Three Waves’
of sociolinguistic variation are described, as well as their application to the data
and to the specific research questions of this thesis. These include audience design,
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accommodation and communities of practice, but also identity and indexicality,
stylistic and social goals, and positioning or performativity. In addition, part of
this thesis applies a macro-social approach to the patterning of variation across
defined groups of writers, in line with traditional First wave studies. Accordingly,
this chapter unpacks these concepts, as well as highlighting previous historical
sociolinguistic research utilising the different frameworks individually and in tandem,
and summarises previous historical and contemporary Scots research bordering on
this time frame or theoretical approach.

Chapter 5 describes the methodological process involved in building a novel corpus
of political writings and defining the Scots features to be included in the analysis.
Specifically, it outlines the course of identifying appropriate historical individuals
and locating their correspondence within manuscript holdings, the digitisation process
that was achieved through a combination of manual transcription and machine-assisted
script recognition, the background research involved in the tagging of extralinguistic
attributes in the transcriptions, the process of uploading texts to a new, tailored
corpus within the corpus-building platform LaBB-CAT (Fromont and Hay, 2008),
the operation of the corpus software and the refinement of its word-search layers
to generate accurate and precise investigations of the data. Finally, the specific
approach taken to defining the eighteenth-century written Scots features, in light of
the considerable reduction of the language and its close links with northern English
varieties, is explained.

These background chapters set up the historical, linguistic and theoretical context in
which this analysis takes place, while the methodological chapter outlines the people,
texts and features that comprise the analysis. These are then followed by four results
chapters, each answering a specific research question. Chapter 6 forms the temporal
analysis of written Scots, exploring the frequencies of Scots relative to English
across the timeline included in the corpus, to determine whether this troubled and
politically-volatile time period did have an observable impact on Scots use. To assist
in identifying trends, Variability-based Neighbour Clustering or VNC (Gries and
Hilpert, 2008) is used, taking a data-driven approach to variation over time rather
than pre-defining temporal divisions in the corpus. The presence of a perceivable
change in Scots variation is good evidence that this time period was unique, and
worth investigating further from a sociolinguistic perspective. Accordingly, following
the temporal analysis Chapter 7 undertakes a statistical sociolinguistic exploration
of the corpus using three different modelling techniques, to examine the influence
of various extralinguistic factors upon the probability of Scots occurring. These
models include Random forests (Breiman, 2001), Bayesian regression modelling
(Biirkner, 2017) and Multiple Correspondence Analysis (Kassambara and Mundt,
2017). Together they highlight different elements of the variation in the dataset, and
how factors potentially interact with Scots usage and with each other. In particular,
the combination of the latter two techniques provides a compelling new insight into
the influences, including political factors, operating on the variation demonstrated
by these political figures.

Chapter 8 then shifts the focus to small-scale aspects rather than broad oversight,
focusing on the Scots features in the corpus and their individual trajectories. In
particular, it examines how prevalent they are within the corpus in general, and

22 Chapter 1 Sarah van Eyndhoven



‘Ane end of an auld song?’

across different writers, to determine whether Scots use was driven by just a handful
of features, or was perhaps more dynamic and idiosyncratic across different authors.
Features are compared to one another in terms of their consistency and prevalence
across writers, and from this analysis, a rough schema for classifying features into
categories of frequency and occurrence, is proposed. The behaviour of individual
writers is also observed, to consider whether elite writers behaved in uniform ways
or reflected their own, personal histories with written Scots.

Leading on from this, the last chapter (Chapter 9) takes the micro-perspective one
step further, through analysing four selected individuals and their letters to different
recipients or those that concern particular topics. A representative from each of
the three political parties within the Scottish parliament is selected, along with
a politically-active clergyman, and their frequencies of Scots across their different
recipients are presented. Variation is then analysed at the level of individual letters,
to consider plausible stylistic factors contributing to differences in Scots use between
recipients, drawing on concepts from the Second and Third Wave frameworks. In
particular influences derived from the recipient themselves, including considerations
around audience-design or accommodative desires, are contemplated, as well as
stylistic and agentive causes including positioning, laying claim to an in-group
membership, the indexing of political or ideological identities, and the reparation
of common ground by foregrounding a shared or common background. Through
these behaviours, the analysis suggests the extent to which the Scots used by these
politicians reflects their belonging to the wider social identities identified in Chapters
2 and 7, and the extent to which they demonstrate a creative and stylistic repertoire
of their own, that served to reflect their political and ideological concerns.

Together, these four results chapters thus seek to illuminate this time period, and the
groups, features and individuals that comprised the linguistic climate surrounding
the Union debates, shedding new light on early eighteenth-century Scots and the
role of political change in its progression. Their insights and findings, both in
combination and individually, and their relation to the ideas put forward in Chapter
4, is discussed in more detail in the Discussion in Chapter 10. Finally the Conclusion
(Chapter 11) summarises these main findings, and the contribution this thesis makes
to an understanding of eighteenth-century Scots research, and of political change and
identity on linguistic variation more generally.
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Chapter 2

Historical Background

2.1 The Union: Before, During and After

In any historical sociolinguistic analysis, an understanding of the developments
underpinning the socio-political, temporal and cultural climate is crucial in recreating
the environment in which language is being written. No doubt these changes
influenced individuals in their ideologies, identities and relationships, but potentially
in their language use as well. There has been a wealth of literature written about
the Union of the Parliaments, and this section does not intend to cover the various
debates and schools of thought in any great detail, nor does this thesis seek to
propose a new interpretation of the passage of the union. Such a discussion is better
left to research examining the event from a more narrowly historical or political
perspective. Instead, a general discussion of the events that gave rise to the idea of
Union, the progress of the treaty itself, and in particular the concerns of the main
groups and parties involved, is examined in this section.!

The following section begins with a brief time-line of events that influenced and
informed the Union debates (1689-1707), a discussion of the parliamentary process,
and the nature of agreement itself. This is followed by an examination of the
religious controversies influencing reactions toward union, given the central role faith
played in the debates. Finally, the different political parties involved in the Scottish
parliament are outlined. Together, these sub-sections aim to paint a picture of the
diverse range of interests and concerns constituting the debates and the political
players involved. They seek to highlight the complex cultural dualism facing Scottish
politicians in the early eighteenth century as they sought to balance local loyalties
and identities with supra-regional and socio-economic demands. These concerns will
become important in the sociolinguistic analysis examining the influence of political
factors (Chapter 7), as well as the micro-analysis exploring intra-writer variation
through the lens of in-group/out-group identities and stylistic goals (Chapter 9).

'For further literature on this area, see Ferguson (1964, 1977); Riley (1978, 1979); Young (1999);
Whatley (2006); Macinnes (1990, 2007).
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2.1.1 The Pre-Union years

The lead-up to the Union of the Parliaments in 1707 was by no means a smooth
and orderly progression of pre-meditated discussion and measured debate between
two equally-positioned nations. Neither can it be seen as the ultimate conclusion
to the dynastic Union of the Crowns in 1603, and any understanding of the time
period should avoid making teleological assumptions about the inevitability of Union
(Ferguson, 1964: 89; Macinnes, 2007: 9; Raffe, 2012b: 266). Yet the idea of an
incorporating union - a union of two or more states merging into one political whole
- was not a novel concept; proposals for union between Scotland and England had
surfaced several times since 1603 (Macinnes, 2007: 4). Already early on, some
Scots believed that a peaceful, negotiated alliance with their southern neighbours
would be strategically more sensible for a small island such as Britain (Mason,
1994; Whatley, 2006, 2008; Kidd, 2008; Jackson, 2012). From 1699 onward this
idea gained momentum, and union with England became part of an ongoing debate
that sought to improve trade and the relations between the two countries (Ferguson,
1964: 93). However the conditions leading to union being placed once more on the
debating table, were different for both nations involved. For Scotland, the question
of union emerged in light of the evolving succession crisis arising from Queen Anne’s
heirless state (see Section 2.1.4 below), coupled with ongoing constitutional tensions
plaguing the nation since the dynastic union of 1603. This created stark divisions
within Scottish society, at a time when social, political, religious and economic
tensions ran high, and internal fissures ran deep. Yet they were crucial for a
discussion concerning closer union to take place. These various issues will be briefly
discussed, outlining some of the causes that gave rise, eventually, to the Union of
the Parliaments.

2.1.2 Economics and the Darien Scheme

The deteriorating material condition of the nation by the end of the seventeenth
century became increasingly pertinent to the discussion around incorporating union
(Macinnes, 2007: 243; Raffe, 2012b: 253). The years immediately prior to the Union
saw a series of harvest failures, famine and dearth, while trade was affected by French
privateering on Scottish ships, English interference in Scottish shipping, tariff walls
erected by rival powers and the Nine Years” War (1688-97). Added to this, the War
of the Spanish Succession (1702-13) disrupted Scottish trading links, notably with
France (Whatley, 2008; Young, 1999), and such economic woes increased tenfold in
the aftermath of Scotland’s colonial experiment, known as the Darien scheme.

The Darien Scheme (1698-1700), first established under the Company of Scotland
in 1698, was an ambitious enterprise to establish the colony of New Caledonia on
the isthmus of Panama. Darien was intended to revive Scotland’s economy by
providing a unique opportunity for economic growth, prosperity and modernisation,
and a chance to break free from economic dependence on England (Whatley, 2006:
5; Stephen, 2007: 16). The national venture saw widespread support, and many
Scotsmen invested considerable sums of money into it. However, the grandiose
scheme was plagued by organisational incompetence, compounded by the harsh
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conditions of the location, and finally crumbled two years later when the colony was
attacked by the Spanish (Watt, 2014b). Despite pleas for assistance, the English
government refused to send help, and the subsequent failure of Darien took with it
a quarter Scotland’s liquid capital (Jackson, 2012: 342), significantly exacerbating
the economic plight of the country.

The abandonment of Scotland’s national enterprise led to considerable emotional
shock and high levels of resentment towards the Crown (Bowie, 2007: 28; Stephen,
2007: 17). Its failure added yet another blow to Scotland’s competence in economic
affairs, and while internal reasons and mismanagement played as much a part in
its failure (Ferguson, 1964: 91; Jackson, 2012: 354), it was easy for the opposition
to stir up nationalist anger and direct blame at the English ministry, elevating
Darien to the status of a nationwide disaster that had damaged Scotland’s honour
(Whatley, 2006: 203, Raffe, 2012b: 264). Yet it also had the counter-intuitive effect
of bringing incorporating union back to the table. The Darien venture added to
the feeling that the considerations of the Court did not align with Scottish interests
(Whatley, 2008: 3), and there emerged a growing group who argued for closer union
to resolve the diametric interests of Crown and nation, and simultaneously elevate
Scotland’s economic situation at the same time.

This was compounded further by the fallout of the Worcester affair, which came
close to imploding relations between Scotland and England. An English merchant
vessel, the Worcester, was seized by the Company of Scotland in August 1705
while sailing off the coast of Fife, in retaliation for the seizure of the Company’s
last ships by English customs officers (Whatley, 2006: 200). The captain Thomas
Green and his men were accused of piracy, and charged with murdering the crew of
two other Company vessels which had disappeared in the Indian Ocean (Macinnes,
2007: 271). The following year, the innocent captain and two of his crew were
hanged in front of large crowds who gathered on Leith Sands (Graham, 2005:
153-190). The roots of this extreme reaction can be traced in many ways to the anger
surrounding the Darien aftermath and the rising dissatisfaction with Scotland’s
economic situation. Members of the Scottish parliament took different stances
toward the hanging themselves, and this event played a decisive role in shaping the
parliamentary process during the critical years of the Union debates (see Section
2.3.3). More broadly however, this economic backdrop influenced and informed
opinions towards incorporation, shaping the motives of several key commissioners
who begun to seriously push for incorporation as a solution to the failing two-state
situation they found themselves in.

As such, advocates of union were not necessarily motivated by a sense of pan-Britannic
nationalism, but rather took a pragmatic perspective that sought to redress Scotland’s
economic plight and constitutional woes. This outlook is one we will see return
continuously throughout the Union debates, and will be particularly important in
providing context to the influencing factors investigated in the statistical analysis
(Chapter 7). Alongside pragmatism however, ideological motivations stemming from
the aftermath of the ‘Glorious Revolution’ played an equally crucial role in shaping
the lead-up to the debates and informing the discussions themselves.
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2.1.3 The Revolution of 1689

Many of the interests underlying the political groups within the Scottish parliament
stem from the profound religious changes that took place during the seventeenth
century, particularly the Revolution of 1689 and the subsequent rise of Jacobitism
(Raffe, 2012b: 259). By 1700 Scottish society was religiously fractured, having
experienced changes in Episcopalian and Presbyterian forms of government several
times. The Episcopalian settlement of 1661-2 created a major rift between Presbyterians
and Episcopalians, who together encompassed the majority of Scotland’s population.
This would go on to have lasting consequences during the Union debates and beyond
(Raffe, 2012a). Episcopalian control was overturned, however, following the invasion
of England by the Protestant Dutch king, William of Orange in 1688. The Catholic
King James VII and II was forced to flee to France upon the invasion, where
the French king Louis XIV offered him shelter. A few months later, William’s
Convention of Estates overturned the previous ecclesiastical settlement with the
Claim of Right. Enacted on April 11, 1689, this stated that no Roman Catholic
could be monarch or hold public office, and that a government by bishops was
contrary to the general inclinations of the people. This essentially declared the
throne vacant as James VII, a devout Catholic, was denied his role as monarch.

Episcopalian bishops refused to recognise William and Mary, continuing to uphold
their theological ideals including divine right monarchy and indefeasible hereditary
succession, which would only accept the exiled James VII as the divinely ordained
sovereign. Accordingly, William turned to the Presbyterians, and in June 1690
parliament officially re-established Presbyterianism (Glassey, 1987). The ‘Glorious
Revolution’ gave political and legal legitimacy to the return of Presbyterianism,
yet this was by no means accepted uniformly across Scotland, and in areas such
as the North-East Episcopalians continued to have a stronghold (Whatley, 2008).
The breach between the two religious groups widened as the new Presbyterian
clergy sought to uphold the Covenants passed earlier in the century, which required
the preservation a single Presbyterian establishment across the British Isles, with
political variations among the different kingdoms (Raffe, 2012a: 29). They also
criticised William and Anne’s relaxed attitude towards dissenting worship, which
went against the very stipulations of the Covenants (Raffe, 2012a: 56). Yet their
endorsement of Presbyterianism as the only true church of Scotland flew in the face
of Episcopalian ideology and establishment, entrenching hostilities between the two
groups (Raffe, 2010: 323).

The Revolution settlement would go on to play a significant role in the Union
debates, as religion and politics became inherently linked in Scotland throughout this
period (Raffe, 2012a: 180, Raffe, 2012b: 259-260). Politicians of all stripes sat in the
parliament, but the developing chasm between Presbyterians and Episcopalians led
to ideological clashes between them. Attempts from both sides were made as early
as 1689 for incorporating union in a bid to settle matters, and William’s Convention
of Estates urged him to consider some form of incorporating union as the best
way to guarantee the Revolution’s gains (Jackson, 2012: 344). These arguments
would arise more forcefully in the 1704-1707 parliamentary sessions, and religious
divisions played a significant role in the political debates (see Macinnes, 2007: 258,
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also discussed further in Section 2.2). Denomination influenced political ideology
and party affiliation in parliament; protection of the Kirk and the monarchy became
paramount to the aims of many Presbyterian commissioners, who were shaped by
their pre-Revolution experiences. Episcopalians meanwhile rejected the succession
stipulations in the Union treaty, and largely aligned with the opposition Country
party in a bid to prevent the Union and restore the exiled Stuart? dynasty on
the throne, which now had a more suitable platform for political opposition (Raffe,
2012b: 260). This also had the consequence of causing various Episcopalian members
of the ruling class to become Jacobites, discussed further below.

Jacobitism

The Scottish Jacobites® were a collection of mostly Episcopalian individuals who
sought to reinstate the exiled King James VII and II on the throne, following
the 1689 Revolution. Scottish Jacobitism was primarily influenced by notions of
an indefeasible hereditary monarchy that was sanctioned by political ecclesiastical
legitimacy or divine right, under which the deposed king James VII was rightful
heir (Kidd, 1999: 135; Macinnes, 2007: 250; Raffe, 2012b: 260). To abolish
this singular, unbroken line of hereditary monarchy was to blatantly ignore the
principles of Episcopalian doctrine, and thus unpalatable to most Episcopalians,
though considerable numbers of the political elite in particular disguised their Jacobite
sympathies in order to advance their political and personal interests (Macinnes, 2007:
246). Jacobitism was concentrated largely in the Western Isles, Highlands and the
North East, though there were numerous Lowland Jacobites as well, and it was
sustained and more subversive in Scotland than either England or Ireland (Macinnes,
2007: 246). The Scottish highlands and Western Isles became a stronghold of the
Jacobites throughout their multiple attempts to overthrow the existing political
order through armed rebellion, in which clan chiefs and Lowland landowners could
and did co-operate at times. Clan and estate tenants jointly participated in the
uprisings, led by their respective superiors, and despite the prevailing narrative of a
stark Highland /Lowland divide, there was considerable collaboration and interaction
between members of each geographical area through the Jacobite movement, assisted
by alignment along religious (Episcopalian) and political lines. Alongside Episcopalians,
Scottish Catholics were also naturally sympathetic to the Jacobite cause, given the
Catholicism of the exiled King (Whatley, 2006: 2).

The Scottish Jacobites and their associates within the Country party were focused on
parliamentary means to oppose Union, rather than committing to an armed rising,
which allowed them to play more subtle cards than mere plotting. As a result, they

2The Scottish royal bloodline was originally spelled Stewart. The family name comes from the
Office of High Steward of Scotland, which had been held by the founder of the noble house, Walter
fitz Alan (c.1150). The spelling Stewart and its variations had become established by the time of
his grandson Walter Stewart. However Mary, Queen of Scots (r.1542-1567), being brought up in
France, adopted the French spelling of the name as Stuart, and this became the regular spelling
from then onward.

3There were also Jacobites in Ireland, Wales and England, though they are not discussed here.
For further reference, see Monod (1989) for an introduction to English Jacobitism, and O Ciardha
(2002) for more information on the Irish Jacobites.
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became a central plank to the Country party platform up until 1707 (Macinnes, 2007:
250, 255). The Jacobites formed a major political and ideological force operating at
all social levels, and their role in influencing probabilities of Scots within the corpus
and within individuals will become clear in the results chapters 7 and 9. Jacobite
activity throughout the first half of the eighteenth century, with its clear political
and nationalist overtones and decisive links to the Union agreement even after its
passing, also motivated the timeframe covered in this analysis. Correspondence up
until 1745 (the last major Jacobite rising), was included in the corpus, and as the
temporal analysis in Chapter 6 will make clear, this does reflect interesting patterns
in terms of Scots frequencies. It is also worth noting the possible interaction and
association with Scottish Gaelic that may have taken place, given the stronghold
for the Jacobites was within the Gaelic-speaking Highlands. While this was not
investigated in this thesis, it is a potential influence to consider, particularly for the
Jacobites (such as Argyll and Islay) who grew up in the Gaelic highlands and spoke
it as such. They may therefore not have used Scots in their writing, switching to
anglicised norms in their correspondence when conversing with Lowland and English
recipients instead.

Nonetheless, while prominent throughout the first half of the 1700s, the issue that
was to act as a catalyst for Jacobite activity in parliament during the key years of
the debates, was the dynastic crisis and Hanoverian Succession.

2.1.4 The Hanoverian Succession

Not just confessionalism, but also sovereignty, became a key consideration in the
debate around Union, triggered by the death of Princess Anne’s last surviving child,
in July 1700. As Anne was soon to be Queen, this left no immediate heir to the
English and Scottish thrones (Macinnes, 2007: 243). The War of Spanish Succession
(1701-14) had furthermore opened up the potential for the return of the exiled Stuart
dynasty, since Louis XIV of France favoured a Catholic restoration of the exiled
Jacobite dynasty under the son of James VII (who had died in 1701): James VIII
and IIT* (Ferguson, 1964: 90). The English parliament thus wished to settle the
succession on Sophia, widow to the elector of Hanover and the granddaughter of
James VI, but also, crucially, a Protestant. This would not only prevent a northern
military front from opening up, but removed the potential for Louis XIV to launch
an attack from a Stuart-restored Scottish base (Young, 1999: 42; Whatley, 2006: 1;
Macinnes, 2007: 277; Jackson, 2012: 342).

While the Presbyterians within Scotland similarly desired a Protestant successor,
the hasty passing of the Act of Settlement in 1701 by the English parliament, which
stipulated that the future heir must be Protestant, was seen as an infringement of
Scotland’s national sovereignty. Although the act did not specifically regulate the
succession to the Scottish throne, it was difficult to think of a peaceful scenario
in which the two kingdoms had different kings. The Act was also passed without
Scottish consultation, which angered the ruling classes of Scotland across the board
and led to its rejection by the Scottish parliament (Ferguson, 1964: 91). The

4Also known as the ‘Old Pretender’

Chapter 2 Sarah van Eyndhoven 29



‘Ane end of an auld song?’

dynastic question reignited debate around the existing connection between the two
countries, and the emerging constitutional crisis was seen as part of a wider problem
of sovereignty. Eventually, the Hanoverian Succession was accepted as part of
the Union agreement, but continued disagreements with the stipulations of the
Succession, and fundamental theological differences that clashed with the very nature
of the Act itself, led to a notable rise in tension between the two nations before
incorporation took place.

This increased in momentum through a series of ‘tit-for-tat’ Acts, the first of which
was Scotland’s Act of Security, which asserted Scotland’s right to choose its own
Protestant successor, of the royal line of Scotland, unless Scotland’s grievances,
including English interference with Scottish liberties, religion and trade, were dealt
with (Ferguson, 1964: 97; Macinnes, 2007: 259; Stephen, 2007: 35; Whatley, 2008:
3). The English perceived this as an act of open defiance, given the Act risked
the possibility of a Catholic France takeover, and countered this with the Alien
Act in 1705. This stipulated that if the Scots would not accept the Hanoverian
succession, or agree to appoint commissioners to negotiate for an incorporating
union by 25 December 1705, then Scottish traders would be treated as aliens and
their cattle, linen and coal trades would be banned (Ferguson, 1964: 101). For an
economically struggling and militarily weak Scotland, this represented a significant
burden to every day Scottish livelihoods (Bowie, 2007: 79; Stephen, 2007: 27).
While Scottish parliamentarians did concurrently agree to negotiate incorporating
union, this came at the cost of political relations between the two nations, which
would influence the debates and the sentiments of certain commissioners and factions
within parliament. This overall build-up of hostilities may have played a significant
role both in informing behaviour in parliament, which naturally had a bearing on
the allegiances formed via shared political perspectives, and in influencing language
use in correspondence between different groups of commissioners. Furthermore, this
timeline of events will become important when considering how Scots patterned over
time within the corpus and reasons therefor, as will become clear in Chapter 6.

It was against this backdrop of incredibly tense Anglo-Scottish relations that the
Scottish Estates were recalled on the 28th of June 1704, primarily to respond to the
idea of incorporating Union. While the atmosphere was decidedly hostile, it was
clear for most members that a change of tack was needed. Certain voices began to
voice increasing support for an incorporating union - whilst preserving Scotland’s
prosperity and religious freedoms - as the best option available (Macinnes, 2007:
272). The development of the Union treaty and its progress is now briefly discussed
in the next section.

2.1.5 The Progression of the Union treaty

As a result of the intensifying constitutional and economic crises, as well as religious
turmoil, incorporating union was being seriously considered by the Scots by 1700
(Macinnes, 2007: 277). Early attempts during William’s reign had been unsuccessful,
but negotiations finally began under John Campbell, second Duke of Argyll in 1705.
He was instructed to pursue either the Hanoverian succession or a treaty for union.
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The latter would enable the Queen to nominate commissioners, as well as the time
and place at which the treaty could be formed and negotiated. Argyll quickly realised
succession would be near impossible in the current political climate, and opted for
union negotiations. The group of commissioners chosen were largely favourable
towards incorporating union, selected to reflect party dominance rather than a
balanced representation (Young, 1999; Whatley, 2006; Macinnes, 2007; Stephen,
2007).

The debates that followed generated widespread and sophisticated deliberation, in
which a variety of voices took part, though unionist perspectives largely dominated
the field. As they continued and intensified, they became a complex and intricate
mixture of economics, nationalism, xenophobia, and ecclesiastical and constitutional
politics. Yet commissioners were not merely looking out for their own interests
and political ambitions, often standing firm in their defence of Scottish interests
(Whatley, 2006: 245). As a result, among other concessions the English offered the
Equivalent, a payment covering some of the arrears of salaries due from the crown
to the Scottish elite, but more importantly compensating Scotland for their future
participation in interest payments of the debt accumulated by the English state since
1689, and for the standardisation of the currency (Macinnes, 2007: 280). Opponents
to the Union attacked the Equivalent as clear bribery, yet many political players who
did not benefit from the compensation package still voted for Union, suggesting it
did not create the pro-Union majority in parliament (McMillan and McLean, 2005;
Macinnes, 2007: 294, 301). Ultimately for many of the figures involved, concerns
for Scotland’s future played as much a role as personal aspirations.

A range of options were explored throughout the union debates, particularly in
the final years between 1702-1707, and the three core principles of the union -
incorporation with a common monarchy and parliament, freedom of trade and the
Hanoverian Succession - found majority support, though with powerful opposition.
The outcome was a modified incorporating union that preserved some of the Scotland’s
key institutions, in particular the Kirk, educational system and Scottish law (Macinnes,
2007: 5). However representation remained problematic as Scotland was given forty
five seats in the House of Commons, one more than the county of Cornwall (Shaw,
1999: 32; Macinnes, 2007; Whatley, 2008: 24). The final terms of the Treaty of
Union were agreed upon by the 22nd of July 1706, and the treaty as a whole was
ratified on 16 January 1707, by a majority of 110 votes to 69. The Act for a Union of
Parliaments took effect on 1 May 1707, and the parliament of the United Kingdom
met for the first time in October 1707.5

On most levels the treaty seemed to satisfy, as it guaranteed full freedom of trade
and navigation, promised the Equivalent, safeguarded the Scottish regalia and public
records, and protected the fundamental institutions of Presbyterianism, Scots law,
and local and private jurisdictions (Macinnes, 2007: 280). This essentially preserved
the most important elements of Scottish sovereignty, suggesting an attachment to a
perceived form of historic nationhood was prevalent at this time, to the extent that
it was especially catered for in the Union agreement (Whatley, 2006: 10, 2008: 30).
This is particularly important to consider in the context of identity and how it was

Ssee https://www.rps.ac.uk/ for details of the votes and dates up until 1707.
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wrapped up in the Union. While attitudes toward the agreement were complex and
multifaceted, a prevalent sense of ‘Scottish’ as separate from ‘English’ does appear
to have infused the discussion, and the question now remains whether this would
have filtered into the linguistic choices of the individuals involved in that discussion.

2.1.6 The Aftermath

The Union agreement had the daunting task of addressing the sheer complexity
and interrelated nature of events in 1707. For some figures it succeeded, whilst
others were unconvinced or grew disillusioned with the outcome. Opinion towards
the Union remained divided after the agreement had been signed, and saw a wave
of anti-union activity among the general public (Ferguson, 1964: 105). Initially,
Scotland did not experience the promised economic benefits of union and these were
very slow to arrive (Young, 1999; Macinnes, 2007; Whatley, 2008; Jackson, 2012).
Indeed, significant economic growth eluded Scotland until at least the 1730s (Divine,
1985), and part of this growth stemmed from processes prior to the passing of union
itself. It seems a nationwide recovery was already underway before the Union was
finalised (Jackson, 2012: 345). However, its passing was not motivated by pure
greed, desperation or personal ambition. Rather it can be understood as a rational
and principled decision, irrespective of the terms of the actual settlement (Macinnes,
2007: 9; Jackson, 2012: 341). There were a number of different viewpoints aired
during the debates, and it remains to be explored how the ideology of historical
actors involved influenced their written work. First however, the ideologies and the
political groups informing the debates must be understood, in order to recognise
salient influences on language use. This includes the concerns of the Episcopalians
and Presbyterians, as both the clergymen and commissioners alike belonged to a
confessional culture. These concerns fed into the three political parties within
the Scottish parliament, which are described in more detail following section 2.2.
The main concerns or ambitions binding these groups together are highlighted in
particular, as the shared identities between these individuals, whether robust or
weak, religious or political, will come to play a central role in understanding the
patterning of Scots both from a macro-social perspective in Chapter 7 and from a
intra-writer perspective in Chapter 9.

2.2 Presbyterians and Episcopalians

Members of parliament and clergymen alike were profoundly informed by their
adherence to the Presbyterian or Episcopalian church, and this had significant
ramifications for the formation of parties and allegiances within parliament, as well
as the debates around the treaty itself (Macinnes, 2007: 257). While the influence
of religious orthodoxy on political actions is difficult to quantify, nor is it easy to
separate economic, state and security concerns from religious ones, faith wasn’t
simply a convenient banner adopted by political members to disguise their more
immediate motives (Raffe, 2012b: 259). The principles of doctrinal ideology was
a force that drove political action across the unionist-nationalist spectrum, and
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their choices went beyond personal ambition and top-level management, guided by
genuine conviction and principled support (Patrick and Whatley, 2007: 111). The
safety of the Kirk® was a crucial component of the Union package, so much so that
several members of the opposing side voted against their fellow party members when
it came to the Kirk Act within the amended union treaty.”

Nor were Scottish politics differentiated from the ongoing religious controversy in
Scotland. The sharp divides in Scottish society were echoed in parliament (Raffe,
2012b: 258), in which the question of Episcopalian toleration was a continuous and
contentious political issue; whilst it provoked the ire of Presbyterians, ostracising
Episcopalians could encourage their continued support for the Jacobites, who posed
a not insignificant threat to the political order (Bowie, 2007: 84, 2008: 46, 2015: 245;
Raffe, 2007: 185, 2012a: 46; Stephen, 2007: 20; Jackson, 2012: 346). Nonetheless,
restricting religious pluralism was a key goal for many political players, not least
to quash any separatist activity that could arise from disparate religious groups
and threaten to turn into something more serious. Even the mainstream Kirk of
Scotland had considerable political power as a national institution with a key means
of distributing ideas from the political centre to Scotland’s peripheries (Raffe, 2012a:
25), while the church courts themselves were a powerful body that exerted pressure
on parliament (Macinnes, 2007: 286).

From a contemporary perspective, it may seem out of place for the church to
be involved in political discussion and debate. However, the Presbyterian church
was reliant on, and vulnerable to, acts of parliament for its security and liberties
(Bowie, 2015: 241). Major, sweeping changes such as the Union would have a direct
impact on various facets of the Scottish Church. Indeed, both Episcopalians and
Presbyterians were equally affronted by Anglican encroachments on the independent
jurisdiction of the Scottish Kirk (Kidd, 2008: 54). Moreover, Presbyterian Scottish
ministers were concerned with the spiritual health of the nation, thus if the Union
entailed a breach of the Covenants, this involved perjury. Ministers had a duty
to warn of this national sin, as the consequence might well be divine anger and
punishments. Hence clergy could and did became involved in the Union debates
(though primarily to look out for their own institutional interests), their political
activism facilitated by structural overlaps between the ecclesiastical and civil spheres
(Macinnes, 2007: 287; Bowie, 2015: 241). Accordingly, ministers and lay elders
within the ecclesiastical structure were very much linked to the political parties and
thought in parliament (Raffe, 2012a: 44), and it is for this reason that a select
number of clergymen are included in the corpus compiled for this thesis, given their
direct involvement with the political events of the time.

Therefore, doctrinal differences and the central principles of the different confessional
cultures guided the arguments and decisions of politically-active clergymen and
politicians alike, and religion forms one of the key extralinguistic factors included in
the macro and micro-analyses of Chapters 7 and 9. These different ideologies will
now be briefly discussed in turn, underlining key concerns of the Episcopalians and
Presbyterians, and their prevalence in parliament.

6The ‘Kirk’ refers to the Presbyterian church of of Scotland, while the Church can refer to
various denominations (such as Episcopalian).
"Voting lists available on https://www.rps.ac.uk/
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2.2.1 The Episcopalians

Episcopalianism was not without support in the parliament, and early on already
there were various Episcopalian figures, such as the Viscount Tarbat and the Duke of
Queensberry, who were keen proponents of Union as a means of creating a political
climate more congenial to their confessional culture, often joining the pro-Union
Court or Squadrone parties (Riley, 1979: 53; Macinnes, 2007: 253-254). The
tolerance shown by Queen Anne seemed promising - she urged the General Assembly
and Privy Council to protect Episcopalians, as long as they had taken the Oaths
of Allegiance (Stephen, 2007: 10). However as discussions around toleration broke
down among the Union commissioners, they became increasingly disillusioned and
ultimately rejected the proposed Union treaty as time went on (Stephen, 2007: 20).
They also continued to challenge and question the legitimacy of the Kirk established
in 1689 (Wallace and Kidd, 2018: 197), and most tended to align themselves with
the anti-Union Country party, or joined ranks temporarily to vote on contentious
religious issues, such as the Hanoverian Succession which broke with Episcopalian
ideals of indefeasible hereditary monarchy. Religious divisions thus took a political
overtone within the Scottish parliament, only strengthening the growing rift between
the two groups, despite the shared misgivings many Presbyterians had toward the
Union agreement.

2.2.2 The Presbyterians

When it came to the Union agreement, the majority of moderate Presbyterian
clergymen rejected the Union as it breached the binding status of the Covenants
(Ferguson, 1964: 105). These were national oaths to God, in which the Scots were
bound to a holy duty to effect a religious union with England (Kidd, 2008: 63; Raffe,
2012a: 36). Incorporating Union, as a pluralist arrangement recognising the distinct
Presbyterian and Anglican establishments of Scotland and England flew in the face
of the Covenants (Kidd, 2008: 76; Bowie, 2015: 237), and throughout the debates
Presbyterians continued to uphold their intrinsic right, without trying to come
across as a source of political instability or radical opposition to the crown (Raffe,
2012a: 46). Incorporating union furthermore dismantled the safeguard of domestic
legislature in Scotland by replacing the Scottish kingdom and parliament with a
British parliament in which Anglican bishops would sit (Raffe, 2007: 181; Kidd,
2008: 77). The presence of English bishops in the House of Lords at Westminster
was unacceptable to many Presbyterians, as it went against the strict Presbyterian
prohibition on the interpenetration of the temporal and spiritual spheres. Moreover,
allowing the clear Anglican majority power over the affairs of the Scottish Kirk was
a grave concern (Riley, 1979: 52).

The ultimate result of the union seemed to be undermining the Revolution rather
than protecting it (Bowie, 2008: 46; Kidd, 2008: 77), and despite most Presbyterian
politicians aligning with the pro-Union Court party, patriotic or religious concerns
led some to join the Country party in rejection of incorporation instead (Szechi,
2002: 48). Overall, Presbyterian concerns played a central role in driving the
choices and political amalgamations within the Scottish parliament - uniting some
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groups, such as the Squadrone Volante, behind their staunch defence of Presbyterian
interests. This highlights the importance of Presbyterianism held as a cornerstone
of Scottish institutional identity, an importance that was to feed into a complex
socio-political and ideological identity among these historical actors, as will become
clear in Chapter 7.

Within the mainstream clergy there was at best grudging acceptance that the Union
was going to happen, while those who actively favoured it, such as William Carstairs
and pro-union ruling elders, were a small minority. Unionism within parliament
appealed most to those who were pragmatic in their religious convictions - those who
saw Union and Hanover sucession as the best way to preserve their establishment
from the risk of a French-sponsored, pro-Catholic Jacobite restoration (Riley, 1979:
53; Patrick, 2008: 173; Whatley, 2008: 11; Jackson, 2012: 346), rather than
necessarily upholding the Covenants and their particular strain of Protestantism
(Bowie, 2007, 2008; Stephen, 2007; Patrick, 2008). Ultimately for the pro-Union
Presbyterian majority in parliament, political union was accepted as the only way to
preserve Protestantism and safeguard Scotland’s religious interests at the same time.
Religious identities were clearly fundamental to national concerns and the various
versions of Scottish identity that were employed throughout the early eighteenth
century. How such concerns intersected with and led to the Scottish political parties
of 1704-1707 is discussed further below.

2.3 The Scottish Political Parties

The Union debates saw three parties develop and emerge in Parliament; the Court
party, the Country Party and what became known as the Squadrone Volante. It
would be too simplistic, however, to simply split the party lines into a binary
division of unionists and nationalists, as the ‘players in the making of Union were
both polemicists and politicians’ (Macinnes, 2007: 9). The Union saw a wide
range of perspectives and the language of Scottish nationhood was appropriated
and advanced in complex, multifaceted ways between and within these three parties,
often driven by principled ideologies. Even their religious identity was amorphous
- while the Presbyterian-Episcopalian divide gradually came to overlay Court and
Country party alignments, there were exceptions and outliers in each camp. These
three parties and their multifaceted composition will now be looked at in turn.

2.3.1 The Court Party

The Court party represented the main body of politicians supporting incorporation
and advocating ratification of the treaty. This group was largely monopolised
by a small group of powerful Scottish magnates who had dominated the Scottish
parliament since the Revolution (Riley 1979: 55). By 1700 the Duke of Queensberry
had emerged as leader, subsequently forming the ‘Court’ interest (Scott, 1981: 277).
Many members had already entered parliament in the sessions of 1689-1702, and
a major role was played by former Presbyterian emigres who had fled during the
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Stuart reign. Exile had brought a number of them into contact with Prince William,
leading to their subsequent involvement following the Revolution. Overall, about
fifty five percent of the pro-Union commissioners present in the 1706/7 parliament
had been active in politics since William’s reign, and voting patterns suggest the
longer a politician had sat in parliament, the more likely they were to vote for
incorporating union (Patrick, 2008: 108). Their personal experiences of the late
Stuart rule and the Revolution itself continued to inform many of the Court party
members and their primary concerns throughout the debates (Whatley, 2008: 26).

The Court party advocated union for a number of interlinked reasons, but the
ongoing economic difficulties influenced many of its most articulate proponents
(Whatley, 2006). The dynastic Union of 1603, and the Darien failure in particular
had proven that the Scottish government did not have the means to successfully
undertake operations in ways unacceptable to the English government, which made
the distinct sovereignty of the queen of Scotland theoretical rather than practical
(Ferguson, 1964; Stephen, 2007). Incorporating union, they claimed, would place
Scotland in an equal partnership with England, providing new avenues for acquiring
status, prosperity and participation within the British Empire, while the security
offered by the Hanoverian succession safeguarded the monarchy, the Scottish church
and the Revolution Settlement (Macinnes, 2007: 277-284; Kidd, 2008). This highlighted
the genuine concern of many to secure and support Scottish liberties and institutions,
and throughout the Union debates the Court party advocated its position for reasons
that were not necessarily antithetical to nationalist thought, but were imbued with
a pragmatic undertone. Their role in guiding the treaty through parliament can
be seen as an act of managerial sophistication, rather than crude political bribery
(Macinnes, 2007: 11). Of course, supporters of the Union were aware of the potential
to realise their political ambitions and did exploit the opportunities accessible to
them, but their support stemmed from more than just political expediency (Whatley,
2008: 25). Many demonstrated a principled commitment to the Union for a range of
ideological and deeply national reasons, like their oppositional counterparts (Ferguson,
1977: 186-188; Riley, 1978: 274-281; Macinnes, 1990: 11-25, 2007: 9).

Unionism itself is a complex term in Scotland, and despite its connotations does not
suggest those who identified as unionist necessarily embraced the social, cultural and
political dominance of their southern neighbour. Whilst themes of assimilation with,
and emulation of, England certainly played a role among particular lines of thought,
much more often unionist ideas were about the maintenance of semi-autonomy
or nationhood within the Union (Patrick and Whatley, 2007: 162; Bowie, 2008:
114; Kidd, 2008: 4). Indeed, it is a category error to think of nationalism and
unionism as complete opposites (Kidd, 2008: 6), and to categorise historical actors
as such fails to take into account the deep-rooted loyalties on both sides of the
political spectrum (Jackson, 2008, 2012: 2). ‘Principle and patriotism were not
the exclusive properties of the anti-unionist opposition’ (Patrick and Whatley, 2007:
184), and strains of Scottish unionism were often highly sensitive to claims of Scottish
nationhood, developing as a counterweight to English imperialism through proposed
incorporation. This appeared worth pursuing in return for the promise of greater
material and political gain, and religious security (Whatley, 2008; Bowie, 2015: 44),
and some such as Lord Seafield were convinced that outright rejection of Union
would prove Scotland’s ‘ruin’ (Macinnes, 2007: 285).
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The conflicting national and pan-regional concerns influencing Court politicians were
part and parcel of the shifting socio-political climate of the early eighteenth century,
which they were shaped by, but also contributed to. We will see this complexity
return in their linguistic behaviour within the statistical analysis (Chapter 7), as
well as in the language use of a Court politician (Chapter 9).

2.3.2 The Country party

The Country party formed the key opposition body to the proposal of incorporating
union. The party originally mostly consisted of a rather disparate and fractured
collection of constitutional reformers, who were part of an initial Country-Cavalier
opposition to the Court party. This included several leaders from Scotland’s powerful
ruling families, who jointly led the weak coalition while cynically competing with
the Scottish magnates from the Court party (Scott, 1981: 277). However the party
became more organised around a series of issues related to Union, including religion
and sovereignty (Macinnes, 2007: 284). Following the death of King William,
Jacobites had begun to participate more actively in electoral politics, with the hope
of furthering the Stuart cause under Queen Anne. The failure to obtain toleration
for Episcopalians encouraged those of Cavalier® sympathies to join the Country
party, and the result was a considerably larger presence of their numbers in the
1703 elected parliament, in which they represented an alternative national interest
in Scottish politics concentrated within the Country party (Macinnes, 2007: 244;
Jackson, 2012: 344).

Yet the severe differences between the Jacobite-Episcopalian Cavaliers and traditional
rank-and-file Presbyterians within the party, whose ultimate goals fundamentally
differed, caused tensions that would lead to a fragile alliance (Young, 1999: 27;
Patrick, 2008: 111). Presbyterianism had became central to or even synonymous
with Scottish nationhood for many people, which clashed with the Jacobite tendency
within the Country party, who saw themselves as representing historic legitimacy
derived from Scotland’s ancient, unbroken past that was reinforced by Episcopacy
(Whatley, 2008: 7; Wallace and Kidd, 2018: 194-195). As a result, the Jacobites
opposed incorporating Union and a Protestant establishment, whereas most of their
Presbyterian counterparts wanted the Hanoverian Succession and some form of
equitable connection with England, preferably in the shape of a federative union,
instead (Ferguson, 1964: 103; Macinnes, 2007: 297). The opposition party was thus
hampered both internally and externally by their composition of two ultimately
incompatible wings, leaving them unable to maximise their support (Macinnes, 2007:
295). Differences within the party eventually led to the splintering off of a group of
politicians, who would later become the Squadrone Volante.

What united the disparate group was their opposition to the Union, with emphasis
on the subjection of Scottish interests to the English following the dynastic union
of 1603 (Ferguson, 1964: 96; Bowie, 2007: 67). They wanted to be sure that the
English saw them as sovereign equals, rather than a ‘wayward vassal nation’ to be

8This referred to the Jacobite (and naturally Episcopalian) clustering of commissioners within
the Country party.
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re-absorbed into the ‘English pan-Brittanic imperium’ (Kidd, 1999: 133). Their
major points of contention against the idea of incorporating union included the
level of Scottish representation proposed for the new British parliament, the loss
of political rights, privileges and hereditary offices among the landed classes, a
drain of people and funds to the south, and the sentimental loss of an ancient,
sovereign kingdom (Bowie, 2007: 75). Through such grievances they managed to
create a flimsy scaffold of unity behind a secularised form of Scottish patriotism,
from which to attack the government. It remained nonetheless an uneasy alliance,
and this could surface into open tension when agreement was required on more
than just the rejection of incorporation (Bowie, 2008: 48). For instance, some
Presbyterian members voted for the Hanoverian succession despite voting against
the treaty overall, going against the fundamental concern of the Jacobites in the
party (Bowie, 2015: 240).

The ‘nationalism’ of the Country party was as complex as the ‘unionism’ of the Court

party. Members did at times feel the Union treaty directly challenged a deep-seated

sense of Scottish national identity, but often unity to the cause was filtered through

loyalty to divergent forms of church government and monarchies (Bowie, 2008: 51).

While the Country party frequently appealed to an idealised version of Scottish

history, and many of the principle arguments for Scottish independence were historical
and mythological in nature (Finlay, 1999: 123; Whatley, 2008: 21), like their Court

party contemporaries they were also pragmatic and opportunistic (Ferguson, 1977:

190-192; Macinnes, 2007: 305; Raffe, 2012b: 265). Several Country commissioners

did in fact seek a closer union with England as a solution to the ongoing constitutional
and economic difficulties, but wanted a federal rather than incorporating union,

based off the loose confederacies of early modern Europe (Ferguson, 1964; Bowie,

2007; Jackson, 2008, 2012; Kidd, 2008; Whatley, 2008). The loss of Scotland’s

parliament was felt keenly by many, yet their goals and concerns must be examined

through the historic looking glass, in which economic liberty and dynastic aspirations

influenced decisions alongside any sentimental attachment to the nation.

2.3.3 The Squadrone Volante

The Squadrone Volante or Neu Party as they were initially known formed as a
breakaway group from the Country party, following irreconcilable divisions between
its Presbyterian and Jacobite wings. Composed of various nobles of second rank who
were closely tied by marriage or kinship, they shared familial ties but also a deep
and long-standing commitment to Presbyterian church government and Protestant
succession (Ferguson, 1977: 188, 216-218; Riley, 1978: 115-118; Macinnes, 2007: 264;
Patrick and Whatley, 2007: 177). Fundamentally, a commitment to the long-term
security of the Presbyterian Church government formed the centre-piece of their
political platform, and they sought additional safeguards to guarantee the Kirk’s
independence and freedom (Patrick and Whatley, 2007: 172; Bowie, 2008: 44). Their
separation was engineered by the creation of the new ministry in 1704, providing
an opportunity to Country party affiliates to work with the crown, rather than
continuing in opposition. Given the fundamental mismatch between Squadrone
ideals and those of the Episcopalian-Jacobite interest in the Country party, the
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opportunity appealed to a certain group within the fluid composition of the opposition,
who would never be powerful enough in their own right to compete with the dominant
Scottish magnates in the Court party (Scott, 1981: 278).

The New Party first emerged following the exposure of the Queensberry Plot in
1704 - in which the Duke of Queensberry sought to implicate some of his political
rivals in a Jacobite plot. He was disgraced and removed from office, and John Hay,
the second Marquess of Tweeddale was then approached to form a new parliament
in 1704 (Ferguson, 1964: 99; Macinnes, 2007: 261-262, 265). A number of his
associates from the Country party joined Tweeddale, forming the beginnings of the
Squadrone, originally named the Neu Party.® Despite their earlier opposition stance,
the chance for greater political power, their dedication to the Hanoverian Succession,
and their realisation that the English would accept nothing short of incorporating
union, led the Squadrone to support the motion for incorporation (Ferguson, 1964:
103; Whatley, 2006: 249). Their position continued until early 1705, when their
involvement and poor handling of the Worcester affair discredited their leadership in
parliament, and called Tweeddale’s conduct as chancellor into question (Macinnes,
2007: 271). Anne turned to a Court politician; John Campbell, second Duke of
Argyll, instead, who promptly expelled the New Party from office and formed a
parliament under Duke of Queensberry once more (Ferguson, 1964: 102-103; Brown
and Whatley, 2008: 89).

Yet, Tweeddale and his men did not simply return to the ranks of the Country party.
Rather, they formed into the Squadrone Volante during 1705, which was accorded
a supplementary presence in parliament, increasing the fluid nature of Scottish
party positions. They continued to support incorporating Union and voted for its
ratification in 1706-7. Their voting strength was vital to securing the Union, though
they were notably compliant to the dictates of the English ministry (Macinnes,
2007: 264, 300). This change in voting behaviour was not however an unconditional
embrace of Court party politics or desire to join the Court ranks, nor was it a simple
overnight switch. Rather it represented a changing perspective, spearheaded by the
opportunities the new parliament of 1704 had opened up and their deep commitment
to Presbyterian security, as well as a realisation that the current political system
within the Scottish parliament would never be in their favour (Ferguson, 1964:
93). Many Squadrone members hoped that the transfer of the political stage to
Westminster would enable them to ally with the English political groups, overturning
Court party dominance in the process (Scott, 1981: 278).

However concern for Scotland’s future also played a prominent role in the Squadrone’s
decisions (Whatley, 2006; Patrick and Whatley, 2007; Jackson, 2012). Their agenda
reflects a profound concern to ensure the continuation of certain Scottish liberties
and institutions that were deemed particularly important on a national level, but
within a specifically pan-Brittanic context. The Squadrone recognised that an
independent Scottish state was no longer viable, and incorporation offered better
security than a partial or federal union, which could be abused by the English
(Whatley, 2006: 249; Macinnes, 2007: 301; Jackson, 2012: 344). Their political

9Prior to 1704 there had only been two interests in the Scottish parliament: Court and Country,
thus the ‘New Party’ status of the Squadrone.
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platform is something to keep in mind for the macro and micro-analyses to come,
considering their ideals were shaped by loyalty to and recognition of both local and
pan-national interests, which could have interesting push-pull influences on their
language use. Secondly, unlike the Court and Country parties, which were rather
fluid in their composition, the Squadrone was much more tight-knit and cohesive.
It was shaped by both strong family allegiances, and a shared ideological agenda
based off a staunch Presbyterian loyalty and political ambition (Simpson, 1970: 60;
Macinnes, 2007: 264). It is plausible that Squadrone figures might demonstrate
shared linguistic behaviour to a greater degree than commissioners from the other
party interests within the Scottish parliament, and this will be explored in detail in
Chapters 7 and 9.

2.3.4 Scottishness and Identity

The complex series of events characterising the lead-up to Union and the progression
of the debates themselves placed conflicting demands upon the political actors
participating in its construction, continually informing their perspectives, concerns,
ideals and ambitions. Alongside national interests, their personal and party allegiances
were shaped by loyalty or adherence to religious, socio-political and pragmatic
identities, exerting multidirectional pressures upon them. Yet largely these facets
revolved around the nation whose future they were debating, and ‘patriotism now
wore a distinctively Scottish guise’ (Macinnes, 2007: 260). Modern-day conceptions
of identity and nationhood are perhaps slightly premature notions for early eighteenth
century Scotland (Finlay, 1999: 123; Wallace and Kidd, 2018: 194), but it would be
simplistic to assume that there was no concept of a Scottish national past (Jackson,
2008: 62). That the principled considerations and shared sense of historical sovereignty
unifying various groups and individuals did not leave their mark seems difficult
to accept absolutely. Indeed, the competition over these conceptions may have
even helped to strengthen Scots’ attachment to their national identity, and while
parliamentary members from across the political spectrum were not necessarily bent
on achieving a narrowly ‘nationalistic’ outcome, awareness of Scottish liberties and
institutions suggest their central role shaping the debates as they took place.

It is conceivable that these ideological sentiments could influence language usage,
both across time and within individuals. Whether the use of Scots features in
personal correspondence may have responded to the heightened tension and changing
political dynamic outlined here, as part of a burgeoning sense of national identity,
still remains to be discovered. This thesis will accordingly examine this potential
relationship between Scots and political identity, utilising statistical modelling and
in-depth micro-analysis to scrutinise differences across time and between individuals
representing various political or ecclesiastical loyalties. First however, a detailed
understanding of why the use of Scots features was increasingly uncommon at this
time, and concurrently how they may have become targets for identity marking,
is outlined in the following chapter, which gives a brief history of Scots up to and
including the early eighteenth century.
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Chapter 3

Scots and its History

In order to understand the relationship between Scots and English, the status of
written Scots by the time of the Union debates, and the degree and range of
Scots features we can expect in correspondence from the eighteenth century, a
discussion of the origins and evolution of Scots is necessary. Much of this has
been discussed in detail in earlier scholarship, and valuable contributions have
been made by previous scholars. As such, this chapter merely seeks to provide
an overview of that narrative, rather than entering a fresh discussion into the
historical development of Scots. The history of Scots and its development into what
some characterise as a fully-functioning national language by the sixteenth century
(Romaine, 1982; Devitt, 1989; Pollner, 2000; Kirk, 2001), and others consider a
language variety on the English dialectal spectrum (Aitken, 1984; Meurman-Solin,
1993; Gorlach, 1996; Kniezsa, 1997; Kopaczyk, 2012), has been complex and diverse
over the course of several centuries. The historical trajectory of Scots is in many
ways one of fluctuations, juxtapositions and u-turns, with contrary developments
involving both differentiation and convergence at various points in time, reflecting
the multidirectionality of diachronic developments that influenced the language
(Meurman-Solin, 2000: 158). The relationship between Scots and Standard English
today is similar in many ways to that between the English dialects and the standard,
though subtle differences are present (Millar, 2010: 249). Historically, the differences
between the two were for a time more pronounced, but either side of this, much less
distinct.

The thorny question of whether Scots was (and still is) a separate language or a
highly distinct dialect of English - a question that does not as yet have a consensus
within either the linguistic community or among its speakers - is not one that will be
discussed in detail here, though a few points are raised in relation to this discussion.
Firstly, the idea that a language is a self-contained system of interdependent parts,
wholly distinct from every other language, would clearly exclude Scots from the
language category. Yet, there are many situations in which distinctions between
languages are unclear and these situations are far from ‘abnormal’ (Millar, 2012:
572). Secondly, these assumptions seem to be largely appropriate to standard
varieties of languages, excluding varieties that do not fit these specifications so
well. Thirdly, a non-standardised language may lack definable boundaries - as is the
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case with Scots, whose distinction from northern varieties of English is blurred and
opaque in some senses, and yet distinct in others. A number of contemporary studies
have attested to the sharp cross-border differences between Scotland and England,
and the linguistic divergence taking place in apparent time (Glauser, 1974; Kay,
1986; Llamas, 2007; Llamas et al., 2009; Llamas, 2010; Watt et al., 2010), though this
is matched with parallel change and even convergence in some locations (Maguire,
2015). Yet conventional language descriptions have no way to account for or explain
the variety in reference to this (Millar, 2012: 577). Accordingly, in this thesis I shall
refer to Scots as a ‘language’ henceforth and the historical developments outlined
below may lend support to this interpretation. First however, a brief overview of
‘Scots’ in general is needed, to provide context to the variety under discussion.

3.0.1 What is ‘Scots’?

Scots is a West Germanic language derived from Anglian dialects spoken in the
northern kingdom of Northumbria, which spread into Lowland Scotland from the
twelfth century. As a result, Scots and southern Standard English have the same
origins in Old English, derived from the Germanic language varieties brought to
the British Isles by the Angles and Saxons during the fifth-seventh centuries. The
cognate nature of Scots and English ensures considerable similarities between the
two varieties, and Scots shares much in common with northern English varieties
both historically and today. Throughout their histories they have retained a large
common core of lexical items, syntax and phonology, as well as considerable overlap
in certain orthographic practices (Romaine, 1982). Nonetheless, Scots is distinguishable
from the southern English varieties that eventually formed the Standard on a number
of levels. For instance, the Anglian dialects spoken in the north were considerably
influenced by Old Norse during the Viking settlement of northern and eastern
England (Corbett et al., 2003b: 6). As this northern, Anglo-Scandinavian variety
expanded across Lowland Scotland during the medieval period, it also underwent
significant growth in function and form, aided by the burgh system established across
lowland Scotland and northern England, leading to further distinctions (Maguire,
2012: 53). The following centuries saw the development of various dialectal differences
in what would become Scots, and a flourishing in use across multiple textual mediums
within a diverse range of arenas, incorporating almost all aspects of social, political
and legal life. The factors contributing to this rise of Scots will be expanded upon
in the following section (Section 3.1).

Yet this story of exponential growth and linguistic divergence has been matched by a
subsequent, steady retreat from almost all spheres of written and lived communication
in the face of increasing pressure to adopt southern English models. English became
preferred in most formal and professional registers, while Scots was relegated to ‘the
domestic, the familiar, the sentimental, [and] the comic.. in fact to the ambit of
everyday life’ (Murison, 1964: 37). English, rather than Scots, came to be recognised
as the medium of expression for most ‘serious’ types of prose (Grant, 1931: xiii; Lass,
1987). Alongside adopting an English-based register for most text types, Scots itself
became heteronomous with respect to English, as many of its most salient features
were replaced with anglicised equivalents (Maguire, 2012: 53). This anglicised
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variety was subsequently adopted by the upper classes of Scottish society, giving
rise to Scottish Standard English (SSE) - an L2 or ‘D2’ variety of English spoken
in Scotland (Corbett et al., 2003a: 11-14; Johnston, 2007: 108-109). While ‘Broad
Scots’ continued in certain spheres and most spoken contexts, particularly among
the lower classes, SSE became the language of professional contexts and written
domains, as well as the variety adopted by ‘high’ society. Again, this chapter in the
development of Scots will be examined in more detail in Section 3.3 below.

The history of Scots is thus marked by processes of divergence and convergence to an
English norm, whether this was the northern English dialect of the twelfth century or
the emerging southern English standard in the seventeenth century (Meurman-Solin,
1997). The early eighteenth century is complex in itself - forming an interesting
bridge between the period of intense anglicisation characterising the early-sixteenth
- late-seventeenth centuries, and the Vernacular Revival which championed written
Scots features from the mid-to-late eighteenth century. To understand the nature
of Scots and its changing fortunes by the beginning of the eighteenth century, as
well as the attitudes towards its use, the historical development of Scots must first
be examined, before a more detailed examination of written Scots in 1700 can take
place within this thesis.

3.1 The Early Beginnings of Scots, 500-1500

Scots has its original roots in the dialects of the Angles, who migrated from north-
western Europe ¢.500-600, and settled from the Thames all the way up to the
Forth (Corbett et al., 2003a: 4). The founding of the kingdom of Bernicia in
Northumberland, AD 547, was fundamental to the early origins of Scots (Murison,
1979), and the variety of English emerging here differed markedly from those in
the middle and south of Britain. In the early seventh century Anglo-Saxon speakers
arrived in what is now southern Scotland, extending the reach of the Bernician lands
(Aitken, 1984) and bringing Old English to South East Scotland in the process.
The main development of Scots, however, would take place several centuries later,
through the substantial spread of early Northern Middle English into Lowland
Scotland in the twelfth century. Nonetheless, the influence of this northern offshoot
of Old English is observable in certain words still used in Present-Day Broad Scots,
such as quean or quine, ‘young girl’ < OE cwene, in which the Old English word
developed a different meaning in Scots than in English. The old Northumbrian
kingdom originally stretched from the Humber in central northern England to the
Forth in Scotland, while Gaelic dominated north of the Forth, the southwest and
the Western Isles. Although there is evidence that Gaelic was in use throughout the
entire Scottish kingdom up until the tenth-eleventh centuries, its has left little trace
in Scots, bar a few vestiges in the lexis (Aitken, 1984: 517; Macafee and O Baoill,
1997: 256).

In the late eighth and ninth centuries the varieties of English spoken in the North
were influenced by Norse-English contact and interaction with the northern Danelaw.
It is possible that the area of Scandinavian influence extended north of the border
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into Lothian territory during this time (Corbett et al., 2003a: 6), but there was
little Viking settlement in Lowland Scotland itself. Instead, it is more likely that
the expansion of northern Middle English into the Lowlands during the mid-twelfth
century introduced the majority of Norse features present in Scots, with the exception
of the Orkney and Shetland varieties (Millar, 2007: 124-125). Surviving Scandinavian
features tend to distinguish Scots most from southern English varieties, and these
include the presence of velar consonants before front vowels where OE had the
affricates /tf/ and /&/, giving pairs such as kirk, ‘church’, muckle, ‘much’, dike,
‘ditch’ and brig, ‘bridge’ - probably indicating a reversal of palatalisation due to
Norse influence (Murison, 1979: 4; Corbett et al., 2003b: 6; Maguire, 2012: 65).
Scots also adopted several Norse loanwords, some of which can still be identified in
contemporary dialects today.

Prior to the twelfth century, the English-speaking part of Scotland was largely
limited to the southern, lowland area, but the fortunes of Gaelic were reversed
in the aftermath of the Norman Conquest and the anglicising tendencies of Malcolm
Canmore, Celtic king of the Scots. He had spent fourteen years at the English court
of Edward the Confessor, and after the Norman Conquest of 1066, welcomed many
noblemen from northern England fleeing the French invaders (Murison, 1979; Lass,
1987; Johnston, 1997a: 57). Malcolm also married the English princess Margaret,
after the English royal family took refuge in Scotland (Templeton, 1973; Murison,
1979). All these factors increased not just the presence of northern English in
lowland Scotland, but also its status as the language of power. By the twelfth century
the accession of Normandised kings of Scotland had become standard practice and
extensive lands were being granted to Anglo-Norman families, fuelling the rise of
northern English influence. These families came largely from the North and East
Midlands where the old Danelaw had been, and many brought considerable numbers
of Anglo-Scandinavian-speaking retainers with them (Corbett et al., 2003a: 7).
This consequently introduced the Scandinavian influence discussed above into the
emerging language variety (Murison, 1979: 5).

Migration was further encouraged by the introduction of the burgh system under
King David I. Oversight over burghs - fortified towns with trading privileges - was
frequently offered to the French-speaking Normans, and they brought not just their
own languages but also English and Norman tenants with them, who mixed freely
with the local population (Templeton, 1973; Murison, 1979: 5; Aitken, 1984).
The burghs became a hub for tradesmen, artisans and merchants wishing to sell
or trade goods, resulting in people from various parts of Scotland, England and
overseas territories (notably the Flemish) mixing and interacting within the burghs.
Alongside tradespeople, various religious orders were also invited to Scotland and
Anglo-Scandinavian speaking clergy (often from former Danelaw areas) increasingly
entered the Kirk (Murison, 1979: 5). The English spoken in the burghs was thus
influenced by contact with French, Flemish and some Gaelic, along with secondary
contact with Anglo-Norse and Danish varieties (Maguire, 2012: 54). The result was
an emerging northern Middle English variety, influenced by historical and ongoing
contact with several language varieties, that spread throughout Lowland Scotland
and would eventually become Scots.

Gaelic consequently retreated to the Highland Line over the following centuries
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in the face of an arising prestige language that carried increasing economic weight
(Murison, 1979: 8). By the fourteenth century Scots acted as a kind of lingua franca
in the burghs, and was the dominant spoken tongue for the majority of Scots east
and south of the Highland line. Areas such as the North East had already adopted
this northern dialect of English early on through the establishment and chartering
of these burghs (Johnston, 1997a: 56). A process of language shift subsequently
took place as the aristocracy, who had previously spoken Scandinavian-influenced
Norman French, adopted Scots as their everyday language alongside the middling
and lower classes (Corbett et al., 2003a: 8). Significantly, Scots had moved beyond
the burgh walls and had managed to differentiate into several distinct dialects
exhibiting their own phonological, lexical and morphological characteristics (Bugaj,
2004: 21). These Scots dialects remained part of a continuum with northern
Englishes, unsurprisingly given the areas were geographically contiguous, but over
time certain bundles of features emerged along the Scottish-English border, and

these distinctions would become more pronounced in the following centuries (Maguire,
2012: 54).

The written system of Scots also began to evolve during this time. For even as
Scots was developing through a combination of extensive immigration and language
contact in the burghs, it was originally restricted to particular contexts of usage and
was largely a spoken, rather than written, variety. While administrators of feudal law
and the church clerics of the burghs may have spoken the northern Middle English
variety establishing itself in Lowland Scotland, they continued to write in medieval
Latin as the language of scholarship, religion and law (Corbett et al., 2003a: 8).
This however began to change as the communicative functions of Scots shifted and
expanded, enabling its use in a broader range of domains. The earliest attestation
of literary Scots is John Barbour’s Bruce in 1375, and the late fourteenth and early
fifteenth centuries saw Scots expand into written domains that had previously been
the preserve of Latin (and sometimes French).

Leisure and instructional reading was increasingly produced in Scots, and alongside
the Bruce, translations of romantic novels and French chivalrous manuals into Scots
arose in the first half of the fifteenth century (Corbett et al., 2003a: 8). Similarly
Scots entered the legal arena; the translation of the old Latin and French laws
of Scotland into the vernacular, begun as early as 1379, set the precedent for
all Acts of Parliament to be kept in Scots. The municipal and court records of
the burghs, court proceedings and chancery documents were similarly written in
Scots by the fifteenth century (Murison, 1979: 8; Meurman-Solin, 1993; Corbett
et al., 2003a: 8). This situation was unparalleled even in England where French
or Latin was mostly used for these purposes (Bugaj, 2004: 25). This process
also encouraged borrowing from Norman French! and Latin, partly to incorporate
technical and learned vocabulary needed in these new domains (Corbett et al., 2003a:
8). Through further development, change and elaboration, there thus emerged a
language variety that was both spoken and written across Lowland Scotland (with

1Up until the fourteenth century borrowings from French tended to be from the Norman variety
used by the aristocracy, which sometimes lead to Norman/Central ‘doublets’ within Scots and
southern English, in which the Scots feature tends to have Norman origins, while the southern
English cognate derives from Central French, e.g. campioun, ‘champion’, but also vice-versa, e.g.
leal, ‘loyal’ (Murison, 1979: 7).
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dialectal differences), known originally as Inglis, a term originally used by the Scots
to refer to Scots and English.

During this time Scotland had gradually separated from the English lands south of
the Tweed, and this political separation encouraged gradual linguistic divergence and
expansion. In particular, Scotland was distinguished from England by its cultural
and political alliance with France, known as the Auld Alliance. This was formally
ratified in a pact in 1295 and lasted until the Reformation in 1560. This encouraged
a greater adoption of French loanwords into Scots than in southern English varieties
between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. Scots and northern Middle English
did remain geo-politically linked and maintained a common speech area up to
the fifteenth century, as the Scottish-English border was permeable to change in
both directions. The Early Scots period (1375-1450) is usually considered the time
when Scots and northern Middle English were most similar in terms of vocabulary,
grammar and orthography (Corbett et al., 2003a: 8-9). After the fifteenth century
certain changes became more localised, stopping at the border in each respective
dialect area, as the varieties on either side of it were pulled in different directions,
through the increasing political autonomy of their respective nations (Murison, 1979;
Meurman-Solin, 1993, 1997; Williamson, 2002: 253-254). Aitken (1984: 111) has
identified a number of important Scotticisms which extend only to the Border, and
suggests that Scotland was (and is) very much a dialect island within the English
speaking world, with a copious bunch of isoglosses running along the border. For
example, the ‘NURSE merger’ (Wells, 1982: 3.1.8) characterises all of Mainland
English and descendent dialects, but is absent from Scots (and only partial in Irish
English, see Lass, 2000: 112), though this is a difference which developed from the
Early Modern period onward.

There is no denying that a major dialect boundary, separating Scots and far northern
dialects from southern and Midland English dialects, developed and still exists today
(Maguire, 2015). This can be seen for instance in /a:/ fronting, which affected
northern varieties of English and Scots, but not Midland and southern Englishes.
These phonological differences can frequently be observed in cognates within Scots
and English, e.g. stane, ‘stone’. Such cases of phonological divergence came to
be reflected in the spelling erstwhile, although between the end of the fourteenth
and beginning of the seventeenth centuries Scots underwent many phonetic changes
(such as the northern Great Vowel Shift) which were only partially and imperfectly
captured in the writing of the time. As a result, it was very seldom that a word
had a single spelling in Scots - a situation which prevails today (Grant, 1931:
xlv). Grammatical and lexical changes were similarly developing, and unique Scots
features arose at multiple linguistic levels, such as morphology, in which inflectional
variants - for example the use of -and for the present participle -ing - and derivational
variants such as Scots wrongous for English wrongful - distinguished the two varieties.

As a result, by the time of the fifteenth century Scots had developed into a distinct
written and spoken medium that was gradually beginning to show early signs of
standardisation. The spoken and written variety was structurally and systematically
different from southern English on many levels, as well as acting as a ‘valid cultural
vehicle in the most crucial social activities’ (Kopaczyk, 2012: 235). This change
is reflected in its name; originally called ‘Inglis’ in line with the northern Middle
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English variety spoken across Lowland Scotland, from the sixteenth century it came
to be known as Scottis (or Scots) - the label originally applied to Gaelic, which was
now known as Erse, ‘Irish’ (Aitken, 1984: 518). Thus, from the earliest arrivals
of Anglo-Saxon migrants, through the Norman Conquest, the establishment of the
burghs and new waves of migration, to the diversification and language spread across
Lowland Scotland, Scots took shape, though it maintained similarities with northern
varieties throughout as a consequence of its shared origins with English. This aspect
must be considered in any sociolinguistic analysis of Scots. Nonetheless, having
developed as the lingua franca of lowland Scotland, it continued in a process towards
standardisation in the following centuries, which will be outlined in the following
section.

3.2 The Rise to Standardisation

Many of the diagnostic traits of Scots were in place by the end of the sixteenth
century (Johnston, 1997a: 99) and a sense of a standard was gradually arising,
inevitably focusing on the dialects spoken in the court, Edinburgh, and other important
Central Belt settlements (Johnston, 1997a; Bugaj, 2004: 50). Up until the end
of the sixteenth century Scots was the predominant variety of lowland Scotland
(Gaelic remained the primary language of the Highlands, the western islands and
remote parts of the south-west), and the language of the church, Court, legal
proceedings, administrative records and literature (McArthur, 1979; Devitt, 1989;
Meurman-Solin, 1993; Gorlach, 1996; Bugaj, 2004; Millar, 2005). There is evidence
of its use in various text-types, as it became considered a suitable medium for official
language and high style literature intended for a wide audience, including legal texts,
scientific and scholarly works, as well as prose, poetry, personal writing, sermons and
literary tracts, suggesting it was becoming a national language (Romaine, 1982: 57).

In grammar and parish schools Scots was the main language up until the end of the
eighteenth century, and the 1616 Education Act explicitly promoted reading and
writing in the vernacular. This was, however, the product of Scottish Church policy,
which rejected Highland culture and the Gaelic language and sought to bring these
under ‘civilised’” control (Bugaj, 2004: 24). Scottish emigrants were also allowed to
hold religious ceremonies in Scots, and interpreters were appointed on the continent
for commercial and political communication - implying recognition of Scots in many
parts of Europe as a language of diplomacy and trade (Bugaj, 2004: 31). Scots was
no longer a regional dialect but the language of an independent sovereign nation
(Templeton, 1973), seen as a functional and appropriate means of domestic and
foreign communication, and creating a climate of consensus among those invested
with political and economic power. This enabled it to become the spoken and
written standard for speakers right across the social hierarchy, up to and including
the king (Agutter, 1988: 22: Bugaj, 2004: 20).

This period of time is considered the ‘heyday’ of the Scots language (Murison, 1979:
8); Scots was an all-purpose, fully-functional national language, and at this point
fairly autonomous from southern English. The prominence of Latin as the written
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standard in previous centuries did mean that there was little uniformity in Older
Scots spelling practices (Aitken, 1971: 178; Bann and Corbett, 2015: 18), and
local administrative varieties had a relatively strong status of their own, adding to
the variable options (Meurman-Solin, 1997: 3; Bugaj, 2004: 22). Yet, certainly
throughout the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries Scots was the only Anglic variety
possessing an independent prose and verse tradition, with the status of a full literary
standard on its own territory, other than the variety of the South-East Midlands
and London (Lass, 1987: 252). The two standards were thus emerging in similar
time within the island of Britain as distinct but closely related national tongues,
representing the northern and southern poles of ‘English’ respectively (Aitken, 1979,
1984: 87; Bugaj, 2004). In essence what had emerged within Britain were ‘two
European nations that both happened to use dialects of English’ (Lass, 1987: 252)
- or rather - two closely-related Germanic languages derived from the same root.
Indeed, the growth of a Scots standard can largely be linked to Scotland’s increase
in political and socio-cultural independence, a climate which supported the rise of a
multi-purpose regional standard (Templeton, 1973; Meurman-Solin, 1997: 3). These
developments thus indicate that Scots had developed a distinct orthographic model,
alongside an established literary foundation across multiple genres. This will be
important in informing how written Scots is defined and explored in the corpus, and
this process is outlined in more detail in Chapter 5, Section 5.6.

However, the march toward nationwide standardisation was interrupted by several
historical events that generated a change in the socio-political climate between
Scotland and England, first beginning in the fifteenth century and continuing on
until the eighteenth century. Pragmatic concerns linked to these social and political
changes led to increasing convergence with English, and both spoken and written
Scots had diminished in range by the end of the seventeenth century (Meurman-Solin,
1993: 41, 1997). The sixteenth century thus marked the flourishing of Scots but
also its turning point in the direction of convergence, rather than divergence with
southern English. This anglicisation process and its contributing factors are now
discussed in more detail.

3.3 The Anglicisation of Scots

The developments characterising Scots between the fourteenth-eighteenth centuries
suggest it was a national variety on its way to becoming a supra-regional and
unrestricted means of communication, but was displaced at one of the final stages
of standardisation - prescriptive codification - by the emergent southern English
standard (Bugaj, 2004: 32). Scots concurrently diminished to the status of a regional
vernacular as anglicisation took hold. Matching the decline of Scots in breadth and
range was the development and rise of a spoken Scottish Standard English (SSE) and
a written variety dominated by anglicised features. These developments represented
the beginning of what would become an ongoing English influence on Scots and its
dialects. This was enabled in part due to the nature of the two languages as close
cousins through which elements of originally English forms could enter Scots writings
without appearing too incongruous (Aitken, 1971: 183-190, 1979: 89), especially as
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both were seen to be ‘of ane language’ (Aitken, 1997: 22).2 Indeed, Meurman-Solin
(1993: 41) contends that practically all Scots users must have been aware of the
similarities between their language and the southern variety.

Although anglicisation influenced both spoken and written Scots, its greatest impact
was realised in the written domain, which suggests it can be viewed as a change on
a more conscious level of language use, one that was motivated by a political and
socio-economic unification process in which an important number of features of the
majority variety were substituted for those of the minority variety in particular
textual environments (Meurman-Solin, 2000: 166). Accordingly, Kopaczyk (2013c:
253) has suggested that, rather than reflecting the reduction of Scots features, this
period should instead be seen as a ‘transition’, in which a shift took place from
maximal differentiation to greater assimilation, as increasing numbers of English
features were incorporated into the variety while still retaining a core of Scots-specific
items.

It was not just a shared linguistic heritage that encouraged this process; the steep
reduction in use and applicability of Scots was rooted in the historical events that
shaped, interwove and intersected with Scotland as a nation and Scots as a language
variety from the sixteenth century onward. The anglicisation of Scots was facilitated
by power and prestige; those using English forms in writing and speech were often
powerful and high status - whether politically, spiritually or socially (Meurman-Solin,
1997), such as the royal family of Scotland, who began to adopt anglicised forms
following increasing links between the two kingdoms. Given the value of prestige
norms is often built upon and increased by the perceived social status or importance
of the speakers using it (Milroy, 2012: 572; Sairio and Palander-Collin, 2012: 626),
the incipient English standard thus acquired increased prestige at the expense of
Scots. This then created one of the central motivating factors driving the anglicisation
of written Scots and the development of a new spoken variety in the form of SSE.
Pragmatic concerns relating to sociohistorical changes were also significant in driving
this process however, and four historical changes in particular are argued to be most
significant in bringing about this change. These include the arrival of the printing
press, the Reformation of 1560, the Union of the Crowns, and subsequently, the
Union of the Parliaments, and the increased levels of contact between Scots and
English speakers they brought with them. Each of these factors is now discussed in
turn, providing the historical lead-up to the Union of the Parliaments and the state
of written Scots by the time of 1700.

3.3.1 The Arrival of the Printing Press

The printing press arrived relatively early in Scotland, but the prohibitive cost
of printing and disseminating texts meant works had to reach the widest possible
audience to ensure the process was profitable. This meant extending the target
audience beyond Scotland’s borders to the larger, English-speaking readership and
thus anglicisation became increasingly necessary (Meurman-Solin, 1993: 137-148;

2The opposite, however did not happen so much in England, not even in the northern English
dialects.
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Millar, 2012: 253). The public nature of printed genres and their conventions could
also encourage innovative tendencies in language use, furthering the anglicisation
tendencies within printed work (van Eyndhoven and Clark, 2019). Scots in printed
genres aimed at wider audiences became severely restricted, tending to surface
only in contexts in which it might have a distinct pragmatic value (Dossena, 2002:
107). The original development of printing houses in England later helped establish
anglicised spelling as the norm, a practice frequently adopted once the printing press
arrived north of the Tweed (Bugaj, 2004: 29), as Scottish-based printers shifted
significantly towards English in their practices (Aitken, 1971: 197; Corbett et al.,
2003a: 11). The proliferation of English printers compared to their Scotland-based
counterparts also meant the larger and more economically powerful presses in London
tended to dominate the local market. The only printing press of the Renaissance
period in Scotland was set up in Edinburgh, but given that more than ninety percent
of book production in the British Isles was centred in London, its contribution was
a mere pinprick (Gorlach, 1985: 23). As a result, Scottish readers came to rely on
English books for their literature , complemented largely by anglicised Scots books
(Templeton, 1973; Aitken, 1997).

Furthermore, given that a grammar book codifying Scots, regularising its linguistic
forms and providing a point of reference for its users was never compiled, English
largely won out in the world of print (Bugaj, 2004: 27). The necessities of such
codification are evident within the English printing scene itself, whose spelling
system was highly restricted and reflected far less variation than the epistolary
system (Tieken-Boon van Ostade, 1998, 2000: 297). These practices developed
from the early seventeenth century onward (Osselton, 1984) and were accompanied
by a rigorous process in the lead-up to the actual printing. To convert manuscript
to print, authors collaborated with editors, printers and publishers to ensure their
work conformed to a print-worthy variety of the language - in this case, English
(Fairman, 2015: 53). This operation was common across the border - Sairio’s (2013)
analysis of the writings produced by prominent Bluestocking Elizabeth Montagu
(1718-1800), found that the author and her intellectual circle tended to be more
conservative in their writing practices, but publishers and booksellers would then
subsequently ‘update’ the spellings to conform to the regularising, uniformitarian
trends and public printing conventions of the day. A similar procedure likely took
place in the Scottish context, in which some printers ‘improved’ the text in the
direction of English norms, this practice becoming common in the seventeenth
century (Meurman-Solin, 2000: 161). In the process, such deliberate anglicisation
efforts created an industry standard that many adhered to (Templeton, 1973: 7).
Printing also enabled the increased dissemination of grammars, spelling books and
dictionaries, with the result that orthographic variation dropped considerably by the
second half of the seventeenth century (Gorlach, 2001: 78; Rutkowska and Rossler,
2012: 227).

As a consequence, although Scottish authors usually spoke Lowland Scots, they
increasingly wrote and published in English, aligning with standard practice and
tapping into the wider literate market (MacQueen, 1983; Meurman-Solin, 1993). As
early as 1560 there is already evidence of anglicisation in Scottish printed work,
identified in Robinson’s (1983: 71) analysis of different printed versions of the Scots
Confession, which demonstrated multiple anglicised features. The story differed
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when it came to cheaper forms of print, however, which often contained works in
Scots, especially those concerning local issues or current affairs (Fox, 2020: 7).
Poetry and prose covering imaginative and informative subjects were usually written
in the vernacular and printed in a variety of small and cheap formats, and local
newspapers continued to print extracts and letters to the editor in Scots (Donaldson,
1989). Yet over time it seems the standard for printed work was tightened, and it
became seen as increasingly desirable to anglicise texts. Thus began the first stage
of the retreat of written Scots, generating considerable impact in itself, but also
operating in tandem with the religious upheavals characterising the mid-sixteenth
century to further the anglicisation trend.

3.3.2 Religious Upheavals

Alongside the printing press, a number of dramatic upheavals to the religious landscape
of both Scotland and England had the added effect of encouraging the anglicisation
of Scots. England was the first to adopt the new religious ideas of the Reformation
and embrace Protestantism in the British Isles (Bugaj, 2004). Scotland soon followed
suit with the Scottish Reformation of 1560, thus weakening the ties to Catholic
France and strengthening the relationship with England religiously, dynastically
and linguistically (Murison, 1979; Meurman-Solin, 1993: 45). Intermarriage between
the royal families occurred as a result, increasing contact between Scots and English
among prestige speakers. Meanwhile Calvinistic tracts in English made the rounds in
Lowland Scotland in the years immediately following the Reformation, and Scottish
reformers seeking to reach English audiences also utilised the reach and power of the
printing press, leading to their tracts being printed in English (Corbett et al., 2003a:
10). In 1579 a law was passed that every Scottish household above a certain income
had to possess a bible and psalms book in the vernacular (Templeton, 1973: 7),
however, translations required time and economic stability, something the Scottish
reformers did not have (Millar, 2010: 253). Instead, an English reprint of the
Geneva Bible of 1561 became the standard household bible in Lowland Scotland,
while Scottish worshippers sang from an English Psalter (Grant, 1931; Templeton,
1973: 7). The net result was that the book that formed the blueprint for moral and
spiritual life in Scotland - a cornerstone of most households - was in English, not
Scots (Bugaj, 2004: 27).

As time passed English was more commonly heard in the Kirk, and children learned
to read from an English bible. Scots of all classes were thus coming into regular
contact with southern English, especially in written form (Aitken, 1979). They
began increasingly to regard English as the most suitable medium for religious
expression, and consequentially, superior to their native tongue (Grant, 1931). English
became associated with what was solemn, formal and dignified, and Scots slowly
began to be associated with the day-to-day, domestic and homely, a trend that was
only strengthened over time (Murison, 1979: 9; Romaine, 1982: 24). Considering
that certain graphemic variants can become worthy of imitation by people outside
their immediate geographical or social space when they are encountered in particular
text types (Sandved, 1981), the fact that English was the language of Christianity
and Protestantism gave it considerable power and value, which may have played a
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decisive role in the failure of Scots to reach codification (Bugaj, 2004: 27).

However, while sermons may have been inspired by Biblical English (Millar, 2010:
253), they were still usually extemporised in the spoken dialect of the preacher,
thus it was not the case that sermons were delivered in pure, unmixed English, nor
did all Scots speakers switch overnight to this incoming standard. Robinson (1983:
59) suggests that Bible readings were still delivered in Scots in the late sixteenth
century, and this probably continued well into the eighteenth century, as local speech
and dialects remained the spoken tongue (Murison, 1979). Furthermore, over time
the Kirk and ecclesiastical affairs became a site where elements deriving from Scots
was preserved. This institution remained autonomous even after the Union of the
Parliaments took place, and specific Scots lexis related to the Kirk were retained
within its field of practice. A similar pattern can be observed within educational
institutions and Scots law, given these two fields also remained independent from
their English counterparts (Dossena, 2005). In each case these lexical differences

signalled cultural differences that could not be straightforwardly translated into
English.

Religious developments thus had the contradictory effect of encouraging anglicisation
by raising the value and exposure of the Scottish population to the English language,
whilst preserving specific Scots lexical items in the long run. Changes to the
religious landscape as a result of the Reformation realigned Scotland with Protestant
England, but the subsequent development of the Presbyterian Kirk underscored
changes that were preserved in the conservation of words or phrases related to a
Scots-specific religious discourse. Instead, it became one of the few fields where
Scots remained in use, playing a significant role in constructing valid religious
texts. Nonetheless, the overall effect on the literate population of Lowland Scotland
was to push them largely towards the emerging English standard, a tendency only
strengthened by political developments subsequently unfolding in Scottish history
and the increased contact these changes brought.

3.3.3 Contact

In among the various historical developments taking place over the course of several
centuries, one factor consistently influencing language use though increasing in
importance, was contact. Already in the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries some
Scottish writers were using more English spellings and words than others, and there
was a substantial body of correspondence and private writing from this time which
is more pervasively anglicised, combining phonological elements of Scots and English
(Aitken, 1997: 1). This is observable particularly in authors who had connections
in London, and therefore contact with southern English (Templeton, 1973: 7). Up
until the Reformation the bulk of such writings were by Scots who were or had been
resident in England, had English addressees, and /or were sympathisers with English
political aims (Aitken, 1997: 4-5). John Knox is a notable case - he had lived in
England and was dismissed by opponents for ‘knapping Soudroun’ (i.e. to speak
English in a mincing or affected way). Yet, even within the text-types favouring
Scots, the mingling of Scots and English in texts became universal by the middle
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of the sixteenth century (Aitken, 1997). Frequently a mixed dialect was observed
among Scottish writers, in which both Older Scots and Tudor English equivalent
forms such as guid and good or kirk and church were available as co-existing options
(Aitken, 1984: 519).

It seems various features of Scots were slowly being substituted by southern English
alternatives in certain linguistic environments, with a general diffusion from public
to private texts (Meurman-Solin, 2000: 159). This was a gradual process; there
was not a wholesale adoption of English grammatical and phonological features
overnight, and Scots orthographic variants were displaced intermittently at varying
paces throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries (Aitken, 1979; Bugaj,
2004; van Eyndhoven and Clark, 2019). ‘Phonological’ spellings - in which an author
trying to anglicise their writing attempted to represent an English word as it was
spoken - have been attested in personal writings of this time, whereas Scotticisms are
found to persist largely in grammatical features, lexis and phrases (Aitken, 1979).
Despite these written developments, the speech of the lower classes was likely to
have been virtually anglicism free in the late sixteenth century, while Scots with a
sprinkling of anglicisms was the normal speech of the upper classes, who arguably
had more contact with English speakers within Scottish society (Aitken, 1997: 28).
Yet, while contact certainly assisted the anglicisation process, it was the next great
historical event in Scottish history - the Union of the Crowns in 1603 - that was
to have one of the biggest and most long-lasting effects on Scots, both written and
spoken.

3.3.4 The Union of the Crowns, 1603

The Union of the Crowns that took place in 1603 was a personal dynastic union, in
which King James VI of Scotland acquired the English throne, to become King James
I of England. Despite its title, the union had no legal impact on the constitutional
status of either kingdom, but it nonetheless exacerbated the difference in status
between Scots and southern English, as James VI’s court and a number of Scottish
gentry moved to London as a result (Millar, 2010: 253). James VI's writing became
heavily anglicised following this relocation, his published poetry and other writings
displaying a major switch to southern English forms (Grant, 1931), though he did
maintain a level of Scots in certain pieces of prose. This influenced the written
language norms of the Scottish aristocracy, who sought to follow ‘polite’ conventions
of courtly language by anglicising their poetry (Corbett et al., 2003a: 11). Early
anglicising tendencies were further encouraged by the increase in face-to-face contact
between the landed gentry of Scotland and England in the aftermath of the dynastic
union, creating a favourable setting for the displacement process (Bugaj, 2004: 30).
Intermarriage between the two groups had been rare before 1603, but this began to
increase among the nobility (although until 1707 it remained relatively uncommon),
and many Scots of certain rank spent part of their time in southern England (Aitken,
1979). The upwardly mobile classes were pushed to imitate the lifestyle, manners
and speech of their southern neighbours, and anglicisation became pertinent to these
goals (Aitken, 1979: 91; Dossena, 2005: 56). Some eminent Scots even sent their
sons to boarding school in England to fully acquire written English norms, though
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this was relatively uncommon and remained so until the following century (Aitken,
1979: 92).

This trend continued in earnest during the seventeenth century, and there are
indications some authors came to regard their own language as rough and harsh
besides the more ‘polished’” English (Aitken, 1997: 23). The old tolerance of spelling
variation in Middle Scots had not disappeared entirely (Macafee and Aitken, 2015b:
8), and indeed this may have been responsible for enabling the anglicisation trend
(Aitken, 1984), as the scope broadened to include various English options, akin to
the sociolinguistic variation found in contemporary Scots studies (i.e. Macaulay,
1985, 2004; Stuart-Smith, 2004). FEnglish itself did not yet have a fully-fledged
standard; it too was still emerging in the sixteenth century and was only fully
codified two centuries later (Bugaj, 2004). Individuals no doubt varied throughout
this time, and there may have been stages when there was inconsistent vacillation
between local Scots forms and imported southern options (Aitken, 1971: 199).
Indeed, McClure (1983: 131) has identified the mixed dialect that arose, tending
sometimes towards a Scots pole and sometimes towards an English one, depending on
the circumstances of the speaker. Gradually however, throughout the seventeenth
century the non-Scottish options gained popularity over their Scots equivalents.
Given such circumstances, Aitken (1979: 92) has suggested it would hardly be
surprising if the upper classes of Scotland, socialised into southern English cultural
norms, had given up their Scots in speech and writing almost entirely. His analysis
of the private correspondence of Scots noble families during the seventeenth century
lends weight to this idea, providing evidence of a hybrid writing style that reflects a
rapidly anglicising, mixed language variety. It seems Scots had all but disappeared
in the correspondence of some of the upper gentry towards the end of the seventeenth
century (Aitken, 1997: 28).

There is no denying that the Union of Crowns irreversibly halted the progression of
Scots towards standardisation, even if the diffusion of English variants varied in pace
and trajectory across different text types (Meurman-Solin, 1993: 40). The majority
of its functions were ceded to southern English, leading to a much more restricted
Scots use in writing and a dwindling literary register that no longer included topics
of intellectual matter or formal registers. Instead, Scots was increasingly confined
to genres that were not directly intended for the public, including diaries, memoirs
and household accounts (Templeton, 1973: 8). While it still occurred in the records
of smaller burghs and kirk-sessions, this was restricted largely to certain legal or
ecclesiastical terms tied to Scots law or the Kirk (Kopaczyk, 2013b). The only
exception was popular literature, such as ballads, folk tales and poems, in which
Scots continued in use.

By being evermore constrained to an increasingly narrow range of genres and gradually
losing status within ‘high’ domains, Scots acquired even closer associations with
domestic, ‘rustic’ and jocular use while English conversely increased in prestige
(Johnston, 1997a). Aitken (1979: 89) has suggested the anglicisation process was
facilitated by an evident lack of strong linguistic loyalty to Scots, countering any
overt objections to the ongoing developments. Yet it is incredibly difficult to gauge
the extent to which personal attitudes played a role in these developments, and
whether most Scottish individuals were indeed indifferent, given they rarely articulated
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their stance towards Scots at this time (Bugaj, 2004: 30). Usage patterns imply that
Scots had been felt to be less suited to higher registers already in the late sixteenth
century (Aitken, 1979: 89), and the few meta-linguistic comments available suggest
Scots was not seen as a marker of national pride and identity in the seventeenth
century, as it is today (Bugaj, 2004: 23-30). Yet Scots did continue to be spoken
throughout the century, and the speech of most Scottish people was fully Scots into
the late seventeenth century (Aitken, 1979: 90).

The net result was that a perceivable change in linguistic tendencies, already begun
in the previous century, was taken to new heights by the dynastic union, and by
1700 written Scots had receded considerably within the space of a century and a
half (Lass, 1987: 254). The final ‘nail in the coffin’ was delivered at the turn of the
eighteenth century, in the form of the Union of the Parliaments in 1707.

3.3.5 The Eighteenth Century and the Union of the Parliaments,
1707

By the time of the eighteenth century, the continued use of written Scots was
identified largely with conservatives, eccentrics and ‘the common people’ (Aitken,
1979: 93). No longer seen as the medium for serious prose, it was used mainly for
private writings or popular literature aimed at ‘intimate’ audiences (Robinson, 1973;
Lass, 1987), having been largely ‘thrust sociolinguistically underground in written
domains’ (Millar, 2020: 100). After the Union of the Parliaments in 1707, the
gap between prestige and context-suitability became dramatically wider (Dossena,
2012a). The Union agreement formerly dissolved Scotland’s independent parliament
into a single, pan-British institution based in Westminster, and with Scotland’s
political centre now dissolved, there was little keeping members of high society in
Scotland. The pull exerted by London grew ever greater as political and economic
power irrevocably and irreversibly moved south, and members of the ruling class
began to spend time in the new capital, a trend already initiated by the nobility
in the previous century (Millar, 2020: 106). Residing in London fostered marriage
matches, party ties and friendships among the nobility of both nations, increasing
contact between socially-mobile Scots and their English counterparts (Dossena,
2012a; Millar, 2020: 108). These developments thus created greater exposure to
English norms and standards, and the subsequent interpretation that the language
variety of the economically and socially-elevated English nobility was desirable and
‘correct” (Conde-Silvestre and Herndndez-Campoy, 2004: 138; Millar, 2020: 108).
These social perceptions, gradually accumulating over the course of the previous
centuries, found considerable reinforcement after the parliamentary Union (Dossena,
2011).

Scotland was furthermore ‘in a miserable state around the time of the Union of
the Parliaments - economically, politically and socially’ (Templeton, 1973: 9), and
certain members of Scottish society increasingly looked to England as a model for
social and intellectual improvement. This was to take off dramatically during the Age
of Politeness, a product of the Augustinian culture characterising England during
the mid-late eighteenth century (see Aitken (1979); Murison (1979); Jones (1995,
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1997b); Beal (1997); Fitzmaurice (1998) and Gorlach (2001) for further discussion),
though this movement in many respects had its origins in the Union agreement.
Yet, the historical situation Scotland found itself in by 1700 had also complexified,
and Kopaczyk (2012) notes the dangers of viewing the eighteenth century and the
political union as the logical culmination of a series of historical events between two
nations. The Union was by no means guaranteed (Ferguson, 1964: 89; Macinnes,
2007: 9), despite James VI’s vision almost a century earlier of ‘a true union of the
kingdoms - one law, one religion, one political system’ (Morrill, 1996: 75). The
period leading up the Union of 1707 was turbulent, unsettled and marked by status
negotiations and attempts at reconciliation (Kopaczyk, 2012: 218; Raffe, 2012b:
262), as Chapter 2 has already highlighted. Nonetheless, it did appear to signify the
final blow to the Scots language as a fully-autonomous variety. English became in
effect the official language of the whole country, and Scots diminished to a regional
vernacular, having ‘lost spiritual status at the Reformation, social status at the
Union of the Crowns, and political status with the Parliamentary Union’ (Murison,
1979: 9). The functional flexibility of the burgeoning English standard, its high
utilitarian value and the economic incentives involved in adopting the metropolitan
norm were transparent to aspiring Scots, and their use of its features was now
near-universal Millar, 2012: 576, Millar, 2020: 102).

As the eighteenth century progressed, a number of influential individuals overtly
articulated their support for a common British language shared among its inhabitants.
This, they argued, had the potential to bridge the cultural gaps between the two
nations, fostering strong relations, benevolent ties and a common identity between
Scotland and England (Dossena, 2005: 60), as well as facilitating major social,
political and economic gain (Jones, 1995: 2). Linguistic ideals have been closely
tied to political goals throughout history; in the case of the Anglo-Scottish political
union, there was a notion that the new British nation similarly required a single,
unified, language for all. Some of these ideas were current during the Union debates
themselves - the Earl of Cromarty was an ardent proponent of a singular British (ergo
southern English) language, and Dossena (2012a: 100) suggested that strenuous
attempts on the part of upwardly mobile speakers who tried to remove all traces of
Scottishness could be associated with a Unionist agenda. The idea that the standard
language could act as a unifying factor furthermore neatly supported the prevalent
conviction that all other language varieties in Britain were merely debased, corrupt
versions of English, delegitimising Scots as an valid language for the nation (Milroy,
2012: 582; Watts, 2015: 4). As the century wore on zealous efforts were made to
establish linguistic uniformity and conformity, based upon the standard emerging
from London as the centre of court, commerce and professionalism (Jones, 1997b:
265). This has become known as the Age of Politeness alluded to above, involving a
highly organised and influential group of grammarians and linguistic commentators
tarring Scots with the ‘barbaric’ brush, considering it not just a limit on social
mobility but the ‘relic of a backward society’ (Jones, 1995: 1).

The desire for social mobility combined with the standard’s association with prestige
meant that gradually, the variation between the languages became stratified by the
class, gender, age and educational background of the speaker, rather than regional
provenance (Sorensen and Sorensen, 2000; Millar, 2020: 100). Thus, while some
Scots of the upper and middle classes still used occasional Scotticisms (Johnston,
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1997a: 50), these were regarded as undignified, and many felt uncomfortable with
their language competency. ‘Correct’ spelling became associated with intellectual
and cultural sophistication, while dialectal and idiosyncratic spellings saw increasing
stigmatization and came to characterise lower education and social standing (Gorlach,
1999: 487; Tieken-Boon van Ostade, 2009: 47; Rutkowska and Rossler, 2012: 227).
By and large the new, ‘refined language of the gentry’ in Scotland - particularly those
based in Edinburgh - approximated Standard English by about the early eighteenth
century, though this was occasionally ‘marred by a lexical Scotticism or two’ (Aitken,
1979: 95), as well as low-level orthographic features.

Written Scots by 1700 thus suggests a readership that was largely schooled in English
spelling norms, though certain Scots features were retained, and this experience
comes through even in the spelling practices of the vernacular poets who would
make such an impression on literary Scots later in the century (Corbett et al., 2003a:
12). There were however several dissident voices who spoke against the anglicising
trend, such as James Boswell and James Buchanan (Robinson, 1973; Aitken, 1979;
Dossena, 1997, 2005). This reaction found outlets in the form of the antiquarian
movement espousing the historical pedigree of Scots (see Jones, 1995: 15; Dossena,
2011: 1003-1010), as well as the Vernacular Revival (see Grant, 1931; Smith, 1996a;
Dossena, 1997, 2002, 2005) - a ‘rejuvenation’ rather than a revival per se of Scots
in popular literature (MacDonald, 2011: 1012-1021). This saw the rediscovery,
reworking and championing of vernacular poetry, ballads and folklore, generating
some of the great names of Scottish literature, including Robert Fergusson, Allan
Ramsay, Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott.

Yet while the anglicisation of written Scots was ongoing, this time period also saw the
development of Scottish Standard English (SSE) - a highly-anglicised, ‘refined’ L2 or
‘D2’ (Maguire, 2012: 53) speech variety heteronomous to English, which was adopted
first by the aristocracy and nobles, and then among the rising middle classes. This
variety was heavily influenced by the prestige accent of polite society in southern
England, and the most distinctive Scots vocabulary and morpho-syntactic features
were accordingly replaced with southern English norms. However pronunciation
retained certain low-level Scots features and phonology, alongside more obvious
lexical borrowings relating to clerical, educational and legal fields (Jones, 1995,
1997b; Dossena, 2005: 14-19), creating essentially an English-based variety with
a southern English lexical distribution of phonemes, but with Scots phonetics®
(McClure, 1994; Maguire, 2015). This paralleled in many ways the developments
in written Scots, in which distinctive Scots syntax and graphemes were largely lost,
but the heavily-anglicised variety retained certain vocabulary and spelling practices
(possibly reflecting historic phonological differences), alongside certain lexical items
(Millar, 2012: 75; 2020: 109-112). Surviving written features were likely low-level
and covert, not necessarily recognised as ‘Scottish’ within the emerging, anglicised
variety (Millar, 2012: 75, 2020: 109-112). Yet, the occasional, deliberate use of
a Scots feature for particular stylistic purposes is also plausible, though given the
exact nature of eighteenth-century written Scots is still unclear, further investigation
is needed.

3Though with important exceptions due to date of formation and mergers because of a lack of
certain distinctions in Scots.
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Alongside the rise of SSE, Scots was still widely spoken in 1700, bar the very
upper, educated classes, and even their variety retained Scots phonetics and certain
lexical items (Lass, 1987; Beal, 1997; Millar, 2020). The extent to which speech
influenced writing is difficult to ascertain, but as correspondence has been considered
to be the most ‘speech-like’ of historical genres of text (Biber, 1995: 283-300;
Auer et al., 2015a: 7), we might thus expect the effect of anglicisation to be
reduced within correspondence, alongside other reasons relating to the nature of this
text-type (which are elaborated on in Chapter 5, Section 5.1). Previous analyses
have also suggested the existence of several co-existing norms in Scotland, especially
early in the eighteenth century (Millar, 2003: 318), enabling the continued use
of Scots features even among the highly educated in certain genres (Templeton,
1973: 8-9; Beal, 1997: 335). Cruickshank’s (2012; 2017) analyses of Lord Fife’s
letters, an eighteenth-century Scottish aristocrat whose correspondence spans the
years 1763-1789, did find evidence of Scotticisms in his writings, albeit in very low
quantities. Furthermore, written Scots did not disappear simultaneously out of all
genres at the same time in the same way. At the end of the 1700s there is evidence
of Scots in formal tracts such as the Statistical Account of Scotland, in which topics
including local flora and fauna, traditional occupations, heritage and folk literature
encouraged the use of Scots (Millar, 2003, 2013: 322). This would suggest that
lexis tied to a specifically-Scots way of life was difficult to anglicise entirely. The
persistence of Scots was also enabled by the Scottish institutions that remained
independent beyond 1707, including the uniquely Scots model of education, church
and the law (Macinnes, 2007: 5), which required specialised lexis. Kopaczyk (2012)
has shown how legal texts retained specific Scots lexical items linked to Scots law,
which were needed to create valid, legally-binding documents.

All these factors suggest that Scots, while heavily reduced and having retreated from
many text-types in the aftermath of the parliamentary union, had not disappeared
altogether, particularly in speech. Any examination of early eighteenth-century
Scots must thus consider both its retreat, but also the varying roles it continued to
play within the written sphere. Moreover, such factors also point to the developments
of Scots since 1707, and its status and use in Scotland in contemporary times.

3.4 Scots Today and the Politicisation of Language

Looking forward to the situation for Scots today, written Scots is almost entirely
limited to popular literature, whilst it continues to be spoken by comparatively high
numbers of Scottish speakers. Until recently Scottish Standard English (SSE) was in
a relationship of diglossia with Scots in many areas of Scotland (see Johnston, 1997b:
438-440), where speakers spoke Scots or southern Standard English, with SSE acting
as a mediator between them (Auer, 2005). However, for many speakers this has
become a situation of diaglossia, in which there is no ‘Scots’ - ‘English” dichotomy,
but rather a plane of variation with historical features of both varieties from which
speakers can select variants (Maguire, 2012: 53; 2015). This diaglossic situation has
been termed a ‘Scots-SSE bi-polar continuum’ (Stuart-Smith, 2004), in which Scots
speakers can style-drift or dialect-switch depending on the situation, interlocutor,

58 Chapter 3 Sarah van Eyndhoven



‘Ane end of an auld song?’

the level of formality required and their own role or positioning within those contexts,
all encompassed within the multi-dimensional, sociolinguistic variation space in
which they are operating (Dossena, 2002: 104, see also in particular Aitken, 1984;
Maguire, 2012: 3). Reflecting back to the early eighteenth century, it is not too much
of a stretch to imagine that Scottish writers were also able (whether consciously
or unconsciously) to shift in their level of Scots depending on audience, context
and style. Drawing on the totality of linguistic resources available within the
speech community, and within their own linguistic repertoire, could allow them
to successfully communicate with various recipients, enabling them to fulfil certain
personal goals or construct particular identities, whilst recognising the social constraints
of the context in which the letter was being written.

The specific time period under investigation in this thesis accordingly forms a
bridge not only between Older and Modern Scots, but between its long period of
anglicisation, and the bipolar linguistic continuum present today. Yet the early
eighteenth century falls into a curious gap in Scots research, perhaps because of the
pervasive narrative of anglicisation characterising descriptive histories of Scots. It
is not the case that all traces of Scots had disappeared in writing by the conclusion
of the Union, as a number of previous analyses have indicated (c.f. Millar, 2003,
2013; Cruickshank, 2012, 2017; Kopaczyk, 2012), and Dossena’s (2012b; 2013b; 2019)
investigations into nineteenth-century Scottish correspondence have highlighted the
persistence of written Scots features beyond 1800. Contemporary analyses of present-
day Scots features also document the survival of many features as well as the
formation of new innovations (e.g. Millar, 2018). It seems an increasing awareness
of Scots was stimulated by the Union and its political developments, and this would
go on to have lasting effects into the following century and beyond. Indeed, Millar
(2013: 72) identifies an increasingly self-conscious employment of dialect features
in particular text-types post-1707, as markers of personal and group identity by
a new minority of writers, and Kopaczyk (2012: 99) suggests that Scots was seen
as an important identity vehicle by certain individuals, including politicians who
could demonstrate allegiance to their country and native tongue within a specialised,
prestigious discourse.

As the futures of the two nations were being debated and ideas around Scotland’s
position came under intense scrutiny, so too the importance of Scots as a cultural
marker emerges very clearly during this time, both in positive and negative senses
(Dossena, 2011: 1011). Dossena (2005; 2012a: 100) has even suggested that the
Vernacular Revival was in fact largely caused by the Union of 1707, which aligns with
Robinson’s (1973: 42) claim that ‘As Scotland was finally stripped of its separate
identity, there was a simultaneous back-lash of patriotic nostalgia which found an
outlet in antiquarianism’ These ideas are both intuitive and tantalising in the
exploration of Scots features as indexical markers of socio-political identities in the
lead-up to one of the most contentious political events in Scottish history. For it
seems that there was an association between Scots and its distinct, national character
already present at the beginning of the eighteenth century. This possibility is still
to be quantitatively explored across the group of individuals most closely connected
to the passing of the Union. Accordingly, an investigation into the use of Scots
features in correspondence, produced by politicians writing during the Union debates
is needed, to ascertain what their written Scots looked at this time, and whether
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political identity and ideology can indeed be linked to differences in their language
usage.

3.5 Concluding Remarks

Reflecting on the complex, multi-directional diachronic developments characterising
the history of Scots provides an insight into what we might expect in terms of
form and frequency of the written language variety by the turn of the eighteenth
century. From its early northern English beginnings and development within the
burgh system, through to promising steps toward standardisation, before subsequent
retreat or dilution across various written genres and spoken registers among the
upper classes of society, in the wake of political and social changes, it is fair to say
Scots has seen dramatic changes in fortune, reach and usability within a window of
slightly more than four hundred years. This extensive history makes a number of
factors clear in particular.

Firstly, Scots and English undoubtedly share various features as a result of their

common origin, especially when it comes to northern Englishes. Searching for ‘Scots’

in early eighteenth-century correspondence therefore must consider that many features
cannot be clearly delineated from varieties across the border. Rather than attempting
to pinpoint features that were tightly localised to Scotland, the focus will instead

be on identifying spellings and lexical items that differed from southern English,

given this would form the ‘standard’ anglicising authors sought to imitate, rather

than other regional northern dialects. Furthermore, as a result of their common

ancestor, there existed a large common core of shared lexical and grammatical

items between Scots and English, and distinguishing between them is hopelessly

problematic. Instead, the focus must be limited to features that are ‘non-southern

English’, with the caveat that this approach is necessarily more conservative in its

nature.

Secondly, the development of the language from its early beginnings to a recognised,
independent variety, indicates that Scots had a literary as well as spoken history
within Lowland Scotland. It is not the case when we come to the eighteenth century
therefore, that Scots had little foundation as a written variety, and although it
exhibited considerably more variation than its southern English neighbour, it was
moving in the direction of standardisation. Thirdly, the events and processes leading
to anglicisation during the course of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries suggests
we can expect very low frequencies and a reduced range of Scots features restricted
to certain graphemes and lexical items (c.f. Millar, 2012, 2020: 109-112), to be
present in the correspondence under investigation here. This is particularly likely
considering we are investigating writings produced by the top layer of Scottish
society. Politicians came from leading Scottish noble families and the aspiring
gentry class, forming the group of language users most under pressure to anglicise
their writing. Rather than focusing on the frequencies of Scots compared to English
across the corpus, this analysis will instead examine frequencies of Scots between
authors, and the influence of various extralinguistic factors.
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Finally, the developments that took place beyond 1707, and the complex and dynamic
situation Scots and SSE speakers find themselves in today, combined with the
associations between language and patriotism that can be traced in many ways
to the Union debates themselves, suggests that a connnection between use of Scots
features and political identity-marking could be observed within this time period.
This is especially plausible in correspondence, given the reduced pressure to anglicise
private writings (compared to printed texts, for example), and the identification of
Scots features in other investigations of early Modern correspondence, including
that produced by elite writers (c.f. Cruickshank, 2011, 2012, 2017; Dossena, 2012b,
2013a,b, 2019). It seems likely certain Scots features will be present in the writings
of these political figures, and might be conditioned by their political associations
constructed upon local or nationalistic ideologies, as writers utilised linguistic resources
from across the emergent language continuum to achieve particular communicative
goals.

These assumptions, drawn from the history of Scots, can inform and guide perspectives
into what Scots usage may have looked like within correspondence by this time,
but a detailed examination has yet to take place. Donaldson (1989: 9) noted the
‘yvawning gulf in the textbooks between James VI and Allan Ramsay’, highlighting
the dearth of work into the two centuries following the Reformation, while Beal
(1997) has suggested that the healthy amount of attention Older Scots has received
is not matched by research into the modern Scots period. Indeed, Meurman-Solin’s
(1993: 47) call thirty years ago for research into the eighteenth century, has only
been partially fulfilled. Eighteenth-century Scots has received comparatively less
attention than some of its earlier manifestations, and while valuable contributions
have been made (see for example MacQueen (1957); Jones (1995); Smith (1996a);
Beal (1997); Corbett et al. (2003b); Dossena (2005); Cruickshank (2012, 2017) and
Corbett (2013), and doubtless several others who would deserve mention here),
most of their analyses focus upon descriptive accounts of the Age of Politeness or the
Vernacular revival. This cannot tell us much about written Scots at the beginning of
this time period, as the Scots produced during the Vernacular Revival for example
looked back to Older Scots models - a time period no longer congruous with the
eighteenth century. In this respect the analysis undertaken here will perhaps shed
greater light on what written Scots did look like at the turn of the century.

Moreover, this time period has seen little in the way of quantitative work in particular.
While Cruickshank (2012; 2017) and Elder (2022) have undertaken valuable analyses
involving a single individual, this approach has not yet been applied to a larger
group of writers utilising the quantitative power of statistical modelling. Historical
sociolinguistic research has no doubt been limited by a lack of eighteenth-century
corpus material that is freely available and accessible, but as a result, where and how
Scots persisted has not yet been tracked across a range of personal writings from
this time. This adds to the potential of the early eighteenth century to provide new
insights into language usage and individual practice. In addition, this chapter has
highlighted the complex historical developments taking place in Scots, which were
not always unidirectional. We cannot therefore expect the intricacies of personal
communication to blindly adhere to general trends within the population - an
individual might not be representative of the bigger picture. Of course, extrapolating
from an individual to a community of writers is problematic, as there was likely much
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more variability inherent in the speech community than what has been captured in
the fragments of the written culture that are accessible. Yet without attempting
such an analysis, knowledge of the time period remains piecemeal and isolated.
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Eighteenth-century written Scots, its use in correspondence and particularly its links
to political change through the Union of 1707 remains a fruitful area for further
research. A corpus-based approach investigating intra and inter-writer variation
across multiple writers is yet to be undertaken. Accordingly this will be explored
in this thesis, firstly by compiling a corpus of correspondence produced by political
individuals active during this time, before a macro-analysis utilising statistical models
to explore the influence of this time-period (Chapter 6) and political identities on
frequencies of Scots (Chapter 7), and a micro-analysis involving up-close examinations
of the features and individuals in the corpus (Chapters 8 and 9), will be undertaken
to address this gap. These research questions are outlined in more detail in Chapter
4, Section 4.4. First, however, the theoretical framework underpinning the exploration
into macro and micro-levels of variation within the corpus will be outlined in the
following chapter, to provide an analytical basis for exploring Scots and its corresponding
ideological, indexical and identity-based associations.
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Chapter 4

Historical Sociolinguistics

As the previous chapter has made clear, written Scots during the early eighteenth
century has the potential to demonstrate promising links to the political situation
that was developing during the Union debates. It has also indicated the potential for
Scots usage to have become highly individualised and sensitive to personally-driven
influences, such as the correspondent or stylistic desires. This suggests the value of
exploring this time period through the lens of political identity and other extralinguistic
factors and how they may have influenced variation observed within a corpus of
politically-active writers both collectively and individually. This approach thus
connects theoretically and methodologically to the field and framework of Historical
Sociolinguistics, and this chapter will elaborate upon its theoretical underpinnings
to demonstrate their application to the research questions being explored. Historical
sociolinguistics, as defined by Romaine (1988: 1453), aims to investigate and provide
an account of the forms and manners in which variation may manifest within a
given historical speech community, and how this develops across different language
varieties, time periods, social networks and individuals. This draws upon theoretical
frameworks and the concepts employed in original sociolinguistic analyses (c.f.
Weinreich et al., 1968), though the nature of historical data calls for slight adaptations
to their models.

Its beginnings are often linked to the pioneering analysis by Romaine (1982), who
demonstrated that it was possible to employ existing methods of sociolinguistic study
to historical settings. Through her statistical analyses of relative clause markers in
Older Scots, she set out to develop a set of procedures for the reconstruction of
language in its social context, using the findings of contemporary sociolinguistics
to inform historical theories of change (Romaine, 1988: 1453). This aim has been
aided by the availability of resources such as the Linguistic Atlas of Late Medieval
English LALME] (Mclntosh et al., 1986) and the Linguistic Atlas of Older Scots
[LAOS](Williamson, 2008), together with the successful compilation of diachronic
corpora, including the Helsinki Corpus of Older Scots [HCOS| (Meurman-Solin,
1989, 1995). Their existence has enabled historical sociolinguistic research on a
scale inaccessible to earlier decades of investigation, and such analysis has been
duly undertaken (Raumolin-Brunberg and Nevalainen, 1990; Meurman-Solin, 1993,
1997; Rissanen, 2000).
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Perhaps unsurprisingly, similar to the early beginnings of sociolinguistics itself (Labov,
1962, 1966b, 1972), historical sociolinguistics has uncovered what seems intuitively
obvious - the evolution of linguistic systems occurs in systematic connection to the
socio-historical situation of their speakers (Conde-Silvestre and Herndndez-Campoy,
2012: 1; Auer et al., 2015a: 1). In this respect its focus diverges from the more
formal, comparative methodologies of traditional historical linguistics, in which
endogenous or internal factors of language structure are held as the chief explanations
for the inception of linguistic change, as opposed to a focus on the potential influence
of social settings and relationships on the propagation of change (Millar, 2012: 571).
Orthographic change is not viewed as something secondary, a tool used to uncover
the phonetic realisations of a language or systematic language processes in their
prior states (Stenroos, 2006: 9), but rather a variable worthy of sociolinguistic
research in its own right (Rutkowska and Réssler, 2012: 229). The application of
the sociolinguistic toolkit has thus been able to bring fresh insights into diachronic
change, but also the synchronic states of languages, or ‘using the past to explain
the present’ (Labov, 1972: 274).

Applying sociolinguistic principles to historical data rests upon the uniformitarian
principle (Labov, 1972: 275) - the basic assumption that the fundamental principles
and mechanisms of language variation and change are valid across time and continue
to operate in the same way (Auer et al., 2015a: 4-5), or ‘using the present to explain
the past’ (Labov, 1994: 21-23). However, this calls for caution; while the past may
be similar it is not the same as the present, and the relationship between written
and spoken data derived from diachronic and synchronic settings respectively is not
uniform or parallel (Milroy and Gordon, 2003: 177). As one example, historically
most writers do not write solely in dialect (except perhaps in some of the earliest
surviving texts), but instead aim to meet certain imagined standards as being
required by the text genre, a situation we still have today (Gorlach, 1999: 149-150).
There will also be hidden constraints operating within genres, such as acceptable
forms of address and layout, formulaic constructions, politeness expressions and
subscriptions, all of which impose upon the linguistic freedom of the text, and focus
the mind of the writer constructing the text. These factors will similarly have to be
kept in mind for this analysis, in which the possible absence of Scots in letters may
have as much to do with politeness conventions as personal linguistic choice.

Trying to map modern sociolinguistic concepts onto historical data - in particular
the core practice of comparing variation between the dialect and a standard under
the influence of common social factors - would be erroneous and misleading when
applied in a blanket, one-to-one approach (Auer et al., 2015b: 285). This would risk
‘ideational anachronism’ (Bergs, 2012: 84) - in which modern concepts such as social
class or prestige are simply transposed onto historical settings, without reflection
on whether these are valid for the time period under investigation. To avoid such
pitfalls, careful reconstruction of the social context in which the historical variation
is being observed, aided by detailed research, is necessary to ensure robust and
representative empirical results (Nevalainen, 2006 and see Section 5.2). However,
acquiring the necessary background picture of different writers can prove challenging.
Certain sociocultural information such as education, employment and connections
to other writers, is often limited or simply unavailable to the researcher (Dossena,
2012b: 17; Hernandez-Campoy and Schilling, 2012: 67), especially when it comes
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to writers from the lower orders of society who have passed through history largely
anonymously. Although the writers being investigated in this thesis were mostly
high-ranking members of the elite, a number of individuals included in the corpus
still suffer from incomplete records. Such difficulties are compounded by the ‘Bad
Data’ problem - ‘[t]exts are produced by a series of historical accidents’ (Labov, 1972:
98), and have survived largely by chance. Materials accessible in modern times are
the result of fortunate but random preservation, leaving large gaps in the record and
missing information. The relative paucity of certain documents, combined with their
isolation from the communicative background in which they functioned, undermines
efforts to reconstruct the original social and stylistic contexts of their production and
reception (Herndndez-Campoy and Schilling, 2012: 64), complicating the application
of sociolinguistic methodologies (Tieken-Boon van Ostade, 2000: 296; van der Wal
and Rutten, 2013: 15; Watts, 2015: 4).

Yet while there are methodological issues, these have not hampered numerous fruitful
developments in historical sociolinguistics (Conde-Silvestre and Herndndez-Campoy,
2012: 2). New investigations have continued since its inception, uncovering both
wide-scale changes and the intricacies of individual variation in parallel with, and
independent of, contemporary variationist research (Nevalainen, 2006; Tieken-Boon van
Ostade, 2008; Rutten et al., 2014). By combining a pragmaphilological engagement
with the circumstances of text production and the contextual background to the
documents we are examining (Jucker and Kopaczyk, 2013: 22), with a nuanced
theoretical framework that draws on insights obtained from each successive ‘wave’
of sociolinguistic research, such research can provide a deep, intricate analysis into
historical instances of variation. The complementary insights of corpus-related
investigation utilising statistical approaches, and a qualitative approach combining
close-up analysis with an informed understanding of the historical ecology in which
writers were operating (Millar, 2012: 58), can generate research that is both data-driven
and sensitive to the intricacies of the diachronic variation being explored.

It is this combined approach, using quantitative and micro-social methods of analysis
to explore variation in written Scots, while drawing from the successive insights each
sociolinguistic framework has provided, that will be taken here. In the following
section, a brief overview of the three major ‘waves’ in sociolinguistic research,
and their application to historical data, will be discussed. This will introduce
the multifaceted theoretical perspective being used in this thesis, as they apply
within different components of the investigation. This will be followed by case
studies that link to specific methods, concepts and themes in this thesis, including
eighteenth-century correspondence, early Modern Scots, and contemporary as well
as historical studies looking at the relationship between politics and variation, with
their associated ideas of identity and indexicality.

4.1 The ‘Three Waves’ of Sociolinguistic Research

Over the course of its development, three major approaches have developed successively
within the field of sociolinguistics to analyse variation. These have been labelled
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by Eckert (2012) as the First, Second and Third Wave, sometimes re-named as
the Attention to Speech, Audience Design and Speaker Design models respectively.
They have also been applied in various guises to numerous socio-historical instances
of diachronic change over the past forty years, underscoring the continuity between
modern-day and historical occurrences of language variation and change. The latest
development, the ‘Third Wave’ of sociolinguistic research, has seen growing attention
within historical sociolinguistics as new, or previously unexplored resources have
enabled fine-grained analyses on the level of the individual, through the lens of
socially-constructed meaning (Auer, 2015; Conde-Silvestre, 2016; Hernandez-Campoy,
2016) and persona or identity management (Herndndez-Campoy and Garcia-Vidal,
2018). Nonetheless, there are insights to be gained from each model, and all three
can make valid contributions to historical variation. Eckert (2016: 11) suggests
that rather than viewing each wave as a strictly separate, circumscribed theoretical
structure, they should rather be seen as conceptual models that work in tandem,
complementing one another and collectively contributing to a holistic understanding
of the social processes behind language variation. These models will now be explored
briefly in turn, to investigate the insights each model can offer to the investigation
of variation, and which this thesis will draw upon.

4.1.1 The First Wave or Attention to Speech

The First Wave of sociolinguistic research grew out of a structuralist study of sound
change and is primarily concerned with the influence of major macro-sociological
categories in structuring social interaction. Categories of speakers are defined by the
analyst, based on perceived groups thought to exist within the speech community
and in the minds of the language users, such as class or gender. Such groups are
recognised by speakers, influencing their language behaviour according to where they
slot into the macro-social structure. It assumes that speech and stylistic repertoire
are ‘determined’ by these categories, leading to linguistic diffusion and change over
time which can be captured by quantitative methodologies (Herndndez-Campoy and
Conde-Silvestre, 2015: 14; Eckert, 2016: 68). Firmly associated with the original
Labovian methodology (c.f. Labov, 1962, 1966b), the wealth of research that has
since followed has found robust and repeated patterns of variation within aggregate
data, correlating with socioeconomic class, gender, ethnicity and age, but also the
formality and amount of attention required by the social setting (Wolfram, 1969;
Trudgill, 1974; Labov, 2006).

Often labelled as ‘Attention to Speech’; variation was argued to originate in the most
unconscious and systematic aspects of a speaker’s linguistic system, in which the
speaker moves away from the vernacular - their default linguistic practice (Llamas
et al., 2009) - towards the standard, as they pay more attention to speech. This
correlation was found to pattern in the same way across social class, though at
varying baselines, with a higher incidence of more widespread, nonstandard forms
located at the lower end of the socioeconomic hierarchy, and the standard indexing
higher class positions and presumed cosmopolitanism (Eckert, 2012: 88-90; 2016:
69; Auer, 2015). While first wave research has proven very effective at documenting
large-scale, population-wide sociolinguistic trends through quantitative methods,
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and continues to do so, it has also been criticised for viewing speakers as bundles
of demographic characteristics, and passively placing them within a structure that
determines their access to the standard language and their exposure to linguistic
change. Within such a mechanically-based framework, social agency is largely
ignored or limited to self-correction which speakers can employ to greater or lesser
degrees depending on their social background, rather than being the result of a choice
between socially-meaningful forms (Eckert, 2012: 89). The broad-based approach of
such studies also comes at the expense of capturing the more nuanced and flexible
kinds of identity relations that often arise in local and individual contexts.

Notwithstanding these shortcomings, insights fro