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Julie Kornfeld meets with students, faculty around campus

On Oct. 1, Julie Kornfeld began 
her tenure as Kenyon College’s 
20th president and second female 
president. She was appointed after 
a six-month-long search process 
following former-President Sean 
Decatur’s departure from Kenyon 
in December 2022. 

At the end of last year, the Col-
lege established a national search 
committee to select Kenyon’s 
next president. The committee in-
cluded two Kenyon student rep-
resentatives, faculty, alumni and 
members of the Board of Trust-
ees, and incorporated input from 
all Kenyon constituencies and the 
search firm Storbeck Search. Ko-
rnfeld was unanimously selected 
by the Board of Trustees in June 
2023. Her official start date was 
announced as Oct. 1 to allow Ko-
rnfeld time to finish her duties at 
Columbia University. 

Prior to her selection as pres-
ident-elect, Kornfeld had served 
in academic administration at 
Columbia University since 2016. 
Most recently, she served as vice 
provost for academic programs, 
though she previously served as 
vice dean for education at the 
Mailman School of Public Health 
as well as an associate professor of 
epidemiology for all seven years. 
Throughout her time at Colum-
bia, Kornfeld assisted in the ap-
proval of the university’s first 
undergraduate program in pub-
lic health and provided strategic 
leadership for a variety of educa-
tional departments. 

Kornfeld’s tenure began on the 
Sunday of Homecoming Week-
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Keynote headlines Hazing Prevention Week’s slate of events

Kornfeld met with students on MIddle Path. | BRITTANY LIN

end, a three-day-long event where  
alumni and current students cel-
ebrated the start of the fall semes-
ter. Over the weekend, students  
had the opportunity to meet Ko-
rnfeld, who spent Homecoming 
meeting with donors and alumni, 
touring campus and walking her 
miniature poodle, Milo, down 
Middle Path. For students who 
did not run into her by chance, the 
College held a separate meet-and-
greet during Common Hour the 
following Tuesday. An additional 
meet-and-greet was also available 
for faculty, professors and campus 
employees. 

“Everyone’s been incredibly 
welcoming and very excited to 
be here,” Kornfeld said in an in-
terview with the Collegian. “It’s 
been a great start.” While students 
were excited to meet Kornfeld and 
her husband Fred Silverman, she 
noted that students were most 
thrilled to meet Milo. “Of course, 
our dog has become more popu-
lar, probably, than the two of us,” 
she added. 

Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Celestino Limas expressed 
his excitement at Kornfeld’s ar-
rival on campus and the student 
body’s reaction. “I want as many 
students to get to know Julie as 
possible, whether it’s today or in 
the coming weeks,” he said in an 
interview with the Collegian. 

Kornfeld similarly emphasized 
the importance of greeting stu-
dents and building relationships 
with the student body through-
out the weekend. “I’m in a listen-
ing and learning stage,” she said. 
“I want to hear from everybody on 
campus as to what kinds of priori-
ties and initiatives they’re excited 

Hazing Prevention Week, which will 
take place from Oct. 15 to 20, is set to fea-
ture film screenings, a keynote address 
from anti-hazing advocate Kathleen Wiant 
and a $1000 scholarship opportunity — all 
aimed at educating Kenyon students on the 
risks and consequences of hazing.

This year’s Hazing Prevention Week — 
which was planned by the Office of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities, the Office of 
Student Engagement, Greek Council, Ken-
yon Athletics, Kenyon Student-Athlete Ad-
visory Committee (KSAAC) and the Cox 
Health and Counseling Center — will en-
courage all students to become informed on 
the dangers of hazing with a variety of cam-
pus events and giveaways. The week follows 
efforts to restructure and intensify the Col-
lege’s anti-hazing programming in recent 
years; in 2018, Kenyon began requiring all 
active Greek life members to attend yearly 

anti-hazing training. According to Senior 
Director of Campus Life James Jackson, all 
students will now also be required to read 
and sign a Hazing Attestation Form regard-
less of their affiliation with Greek life. 

A central component of the upcoming 
week will be a keynote address from Wiant, 
mother of Ohio University student Collin 
Wiant, who passed away in 2018 as the re-
sult of fraternity-affiliated hazing. Follow-
ing her son’s death, Wiant became a pro-
lific advocate for anti-hazing education and 
policy making. In addition to speaking out 
against hazing on Dr. Phil and ABC News, 
Wiant lobbied for the creation and passing 
of Collin’s Law: Ohio’s Anti-Hazing Law, 
under which hazing is considered a second-
degree misdemeanor. Wiant’s keynote ad-
dress, which will take place on Oct. 17 at 8 
p.m. in Rosse Hall, is mandatory for all ac-
tive Greek life members. 

According to Vice President of Student 
Affairs Celestino Limas, the primary goal 

of Hazing Prevention Week is to prevent 
hazing incidents by bringing as much at-
tention to the issue as possible. “The preven-
tion aspect is always going to be something 
that the College is working diligently on,” 
he said in an interview with the Collegian. 
“I frankly am grateful that our students 
take it so seriously and their attention is al-
ways very focused on making sure that we 
can have anti-hazing education out there as 
much as possible.”

In addition to the keynote address, the 
week will feature an Oct. 16 film discussion 
led by Beta Theta Pi and an “Assist with Pre-
venting Hazing” volleyball game on Oct. 18. 
In giveaways throughout the week, students 
will have the chance to receive free hazing 
prevention shirts, buttons and stickers, de-
signed by Colter Murphy ’26 of Delta Tau 
Delta. All students will also be asked to sign 
a form affirming their commitment to the 
College’s anti-hazing policy, which strictly 
prohibits forced consumption of alcohol, 

tests of physical endurance, sleep depriva-
tion and more. 

Beyond the week’s structured events, 
students who are passionate about anti-haz-
ing advocacy can submit an essay respond-
ing to several prompts regarding courage, 
hazing and personal convictions by Oct. 16 
for the opportunity to receive $1000 from 
the Collin Wiant Foundation. Winners will 
be chosen by the foundation’s board and 
announced at the keynote address on Oct. 
17. “The Collin Wiant Foundation Courage 
Scholarship challenges students to gain a 
deeper understanding of courage by writing 
an original and creative essay demonstrat-
ing their knowledge and understanding 
of courage,” a statement on the scholar-
ship from the Office of Student Engage-
ment read. “While hazing is perpetuated by 
groupthink and the code of silence, it can be 
eradicated through courage.”  

about, and then we can think 
about what we are going to move 
forward collectively.” Kornfeld 
also reiterated her respect for the 
work of current and previous ad-
ministrative staff at Kenyon, high-
lighting the ongoing strategic plan 
for Kenyon’s third century. 

Kornfeld also hopes to begin 
teaching classes soon, as she pre-
viously taught at Columbia for all 
seven years of her administrative 
work. “Even as I’ve taken different 
roles in administration, I’ve al-
ways taught too,” she said. While 
she will not be able to teach this 
fall semester, Kornfeld hopes to 

begin teaching a class in fall 2024. 
In particular, she intends to focus 
on public health issues and open a 
conversation on the topic with the 
student body. 

In the near future, students 
and their families will have the 
opportunity to meet Kornfeld 
throughout the upcoming Fam-
ily Weekend. With the weekend 
slated to offer several events, re-
ceptions and speakers, Kornfeld 
looks forward to further engag-
ing with the Kenyon community 
through individual conversations 
with students and involvement 
with both student organizations 

and Student Council. 
Kornfeld also noted that as-

suming the role of president 
comes at a transformative time in 
Kenyon’s history. Following the 
impact of the pandemic and just 
before the upcoming Bicentennial 
Celebration, she emphasized how 
Kenyon’s supportive and enthu-
siastic community has made her 
first week on campus a good one. 

“The last few years have been 
hard,” Kornfeld said. “But it feels 
like the energy on campus is very 
high, and people are excited to be 
out and participating. And I’m ex-
cited to just be a part of that.” 
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Homecoming provides mix of professional and social events

From Sept. 28 to 30, Kenyon students were 
joined by 250 alumni to celebrate Homecoming, 
a three-day celebration featuring professional net-
working, scavenger hunts, a mechanical pump-
kin and more. 

This year marked Kenyon’s 100th Homecom-
ing celebration, a collaborative effort between the 
Office of Student Engagement, Social Board, the 
Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Ken-
yon Athletics, the Career Development Office 
and Alumni Relations. According to Assistant 
Director of Alumni & Parent Engagement Cam-
eron Ingram, this year’s event aimed to spark new 
enthusiasm for the tradition in alumni and stu-
dents alike by including events that appealed to 
a wide range of athletic, academic and extracur-
ricular interests. “The hard [question] we had to 
ask ourselves was how do we build this weekend 
to be inclusive for every individual that would like 
to attend and participate. Not only for this year, 
but years to come,” Ingram wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. 

Homecoming kicked off with the Sept. 28 
Greek Council philanthropy fair, where Ken-
yon’s eight Greek life organizations set up booths 
offering attractions such as fortune telling with 
The Archon Society and “Pie a Theta” with Theta 
Delta Phi. Each group accepted donations for a 
specific charity, with several groups raising funds 
for local organizations such as New Directions 
and Center of Hope. Following the philanthropy 
event, participants could enjoy free refreshments 
throughout campus, with two wine tastings in 
The Gund and a ‘Late Night Pizza Arcade’ in 
Gund Commons. To end the evening, the Mount 

LIZ DEPROSPO
NEWS EDITOR

The Homecoming block party | COURTESY OF JIM DECAMP

Vernon Fire Department supervised a bonfire 
outside of Gund Commons, where attendees 
could snack on caramel apples and smoothies as 
they chatted by the fire. 

Beyond free food and beverages, a driving fo-
cus of the weekend was combining student inter-
ests with alumni career experience in both casual 
social mixers and professional networking events. 
Students looking to expand their professional 
knowledge and connections could visit a series of 
talks hosted by alumni, which included speakers 
from Meta, American Automobile Association 
(AAA) and the U.S. Space Systems Command. 
The focus of each talk or networking event var-
ied greatly, with some addressing how to obtain 
careers in tech with a liberal arts background and 
others seeking to connect students and alumni of 
color. “I think there was really an eclectic array of 
opportunities and creative elements. We were do-
ing a lot of sessions, which I think is wonderful for 
students and recent alum[ni],” Vice President of 
Student Affairs Celestino Limas said in an inter-
view with the Collegian. 

On Saturday, alumni flocked to the Lowry 
Center for a block party with mini golf, bubble 
soccer and free frisbees. To usher in the fall sea-
son, Social Board also set up a mechanical pump-
kin for more adventurous attendees. Shortly after 
the block party, the Kenyon football team earned 
its first win of the season in a home game against 
Hiram College, with a final score of 40-16. Ac-
cording to team captain Jaden Stewart ’25, the en-
thusiasm the team generated in practice leading 
up to the Homecoming game was instrumental 
in their success — in addition to the presence of 
friends, family and alumni. “The energy that we 
built in practice just carried over to the game,” 
Stewart wrote in an email to the Collegian. “The 

vibe around Homecoming helped a bit as well too, 
knowing family and friends would come out and 
support, including a few alumni that would come 
out and give some encouraging words.”  

After attending athletic events, participants 
interested in taking a moment to reflect in nature 
took part in several quieter activities scattered 
throughout campus, including a Family Na-
ture Quest geared toward the creation of “sound 
maps” and a scavenger hunt through Marriot 
Park. Those looking to both hone their horticul-
tural skills and make a more permanent mark 
on the Hill could also participate in a Campus 
Beautification Project, where attendees planted 
dogwood trees and flower bulbs on lawns across 

campus. 
From opportunities to raise funds for local 

charitable organizations to the chance to beautify 
the campus, according to Ingram, Homecom-
ing’s diverse range of events created a memorable 
experience for all attendees. “I believe as campus 
partners we have created a recipe for that success 
and Homecoming will play an immense role in 
Kenyon’s future,” he wrote. “It’s a great opportu-
nity for alumni to gather on campus each fall and 
for current students to network with alumni in 
an organic way while enjoying all of the festivities 
and camaraderie the Kenyon community has to 
offer.” 

Mid-Autumn Festival celebration features food, nostalgia
DAISY NEWBURY
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon College observed this 
year’s Mid-Autumn Festival, a Chi-
nese harvest festival celebrated on 
the 15th day of the eighth month of 
the Chinese lunisolar calendar, on 
Sept. 30 with a celebration in Peirce 
Pub. Kenyon’s celebration also en-
compassed similar East and South-
east Asian holidays, such as Tsuki-
mi in Japan, Chuseok in Korea and 
Tết Trung Thu in Vietnam, accord-

ing to an email from the Center for 
Global Engagement (CGE).  

The event was sponsored by Jack 
Au ’73, CGE, the Asian and Middle 
East Studies department, the Ken-
yon Access Initiative, the Modern 
Languages & Literatures depart-
ment, the Office for Diversity Eq-
uity and Inclusion and the Kenyon 
Campus Community Development 
Fund.

Tea and pastries were served at 
the celebration, including moon-

cakes, Chinese lotus-seed based 
pastries; songpyeon, Korean half-
moon-shaped rice cakes; and dango, 
Japanese skewered rice flour dump-
lings. Fulbright Chinese Teaching 
Assistant Wei-Ting Yang and Ca-
rissa Kieger ’24 emceed the event 
as students shared their experiences 
celebrating the Mid-Autumn Festi-
val. Among these students were Ca-
ton Lee ’27 and Katherine Choi ’27, 
who spoke about their experiences 
celebrating Chuseok. 

“We discussed common games, 
food, and activities that are impor-
tant to Chuseok. We just thought 
about what we did for Chuseok, at 
home, and did some research to see 
if there was anything we might’ve 
missed or cover things that our 
families don’t partake in,” Lee wrote 
in a message to the Collegian.

Chau Anh Nguyen ’27 and Su-
san Li ’27 also led a Kahoot! trivia 
game about the history and tradi-
tions of the Mid-Autumn festival. 

Associate Director of International 
Students & Scholars Rebecca Eckart 
estimated that over 100 people at-
tended the event.

Ultimately, Lee emphasized the 
value of experiencing multiple cul-
tural events while surrounded by 
friends and loved ones. “It was real-
ly fun being able to meet and talk to 
people about the different types of 
celebrations that different cultures 
partake in,” said Lee.
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Student Council gives updates on BFC funds, construction
TADHG SAHUTSKE
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 1, Student Coun-
cil met to discuss upcoming 
campus events, the Business 
and Finance Committee 
(BFC) supplementals and an 
update on the campus con-
struction projects.

Senior Class President 
Rachel Chen ’24 updat-
ed attendees on the Senior 
Soirée, which wil l be held 
on Nov. 10 in Peirce Pub. 
Theme voting for the event 
wil l be sent out soon.  

Buildings, Grounds and 
Sustainability Committee 
Chair Isabel Braun ’26 en-
couraged student voting in 
the Fat Bear Week brack-
et, an annual competition 

between eight brown bears 
at Katmai National Park in 
Alaska that prepare for hi-
bernation by rapidly gain-
ing weight. 

Safety and Wellness 
Committee Chair Made-
lin Vandeberg ’25 remind-
ed students to be aware of 
the upcoming Martial Arts 
Self-Defense Series, which 
students can sign up for 
on KenyonFit. Additional-
ly, Kenyon Intramurals wil l 
host a free trip to Summit 
Axe Throwing on Oct. 12 at 
7 p.m.

The Council voted to ap-
prove 13 BFC supplemen-
tal funds requests, funding 
10 requests in full. Squash 
Club requested $9,620 for 
tournaments in Annap-

olis, Maryland, and De-
troit, which the BFC rec-
ommended to fund in part 
with $4,157. The Annapolis 
trip was funded and the De-
troit trip was deferred, as 
only one off-campus trip is 
funded by BFC, with funds 
for a second trip at the dis-
cretion of the BFC. In ad-
dition, Club Swim’s request 
for coaching funds was de-
nied, a long with CineArt’s 
request for event funding, 
which the BFC deferred to 
Fun Funds. The BFC’s re-
maining budget for the se-
mester is approximately 
$23,000. According to Vice 
President for Business and 
Finance Dan Kowalczyk ’24, 
the BFC’s remaining funds 
wil l l ikely last the Commit-

K-SWOC NLRB hearing set to begin Oct. 30 after delays

The National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) notified Kenyon College and 
the United Electrical, Radio & Ma-
chine Workers of America (UE) on 
Sept. 29 that the administrative hear-
ing to consider the union’s pending 
election petition will begin on Mon-
day, Oct. 30, following repeated de-
lays. The petition, filed on behalf of 

tee through the remainder 
of the year.  “We are not in 
a terrible spot, especial ly in 
terms of last year’s. I don’t 
foresee us having to go into 
... reserve funds as we did 
last year,” he said.

Following the BFC allo-
cation, Director of Design 
and Construction Jo Gold-
berger spoke to the Council 
about ongoing Bexley Hall, 
Colburn and South Campus 
Housing projects. Goldberg-
er told the Council that Bex-
ley is close to completion, 
aside from painting and el-
evator maintenance. Bex-
ley wil l house 40 students, 
while the attached Colburn 
wil l have an event capacity 
of 100 people. Goldberger is 
confident that state inspec-

DAISY NEWBURY
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon Student Worker Organizing 
Committee (K-SWOC), seeks an elec-
tion to determine whether all under-
graduate student workers at Kenyon 
should be represented by the UE for 
the purposes of collective bargaining.

Originally filed on Oct. 18, 2021, 
K-SWOC’s petition is unprecedented, 
as it prompts the NLRB to consider 
whether an election in a campus-wide 
unit of exclusively undergraduate 
students is appropriate under fed-

eral labor law. It also raises the issue 
of whether a diverse group of student 
workers who encompass a wide variety 
of jobs, like those at Kenyon, belong 
in a single group for collective bar-
gaining. If successful, K-SWOC will 
become the first union to orga nize its 
entire under grad u ate workforce.

Prior to the initial hearing date in 
May, the NLRB issued a subpoena for 
educational and workplace record in-
formation on approximately 1,850 

former and current Kenyon student 
workers to be given to both the NLRB 
and the UE. Subpoenaed information 
included student names, positions 
held during petition filings, perfor-
mance evaluations and disciplinary 
measures against the worker. Docu-
ments regarding job qualifications, 
requirements, training and commu-
nications between student workers 
and their supervisors since Aug. 2019 
were also included.

“One key purpose of the hearing 
is to provide the NLRB with factual 
information about what Kenyon stu-
dent workers in various jobs do — 
how they are hired, what skills are 
required for their work, what work 
they perform and under what con-
ditions, how many hours they work, 
how they are paid, whether and how 
they are evaluated or disciplined and 
other similar factual details,” Kenyon 
Vice President of Communications 
Janet Marsden wrote in an email to 
the Collegian.

Following the announcement of 
the subpoena, 105 Kenyon students 
made objections to the release of 
their personal information. The May 
2023 hearing was postponed so the 
NLRB could review the objections. 
According to Marsden, the NLRB 
denied all of the objections, instead 
issuing a confidentiality order that 
ensures that personal details such as 
names and student ID numbers will 
be redacted from public record. Ad-
ditional information will be redact-
ed from documents before they are 
introduced at the hearing, includ-
ing Social Security numbers, driv-
er’s license numbers, mothers’ maid-
en names, dates and places of birth, 
passport numbers and other govern-
ment-issued unique ID numbers, ac-
cording to the NLRB’s confidentiality 
order. The order requires the parties 
to keep information confidential, to 
use it only for purposes of the NLRB 
proceeding and to limit access to it 
to those involved in that proceeding. 
Testimony will be presented via video 
conference by individuals with direct 
knowledge of student employment.

tions wil l not create any de-
lay. 

Goldberger also said that 
the east dorm scheduled to 
open in fal l 2024 was de-
layed to spring 2025 because 
hazardous materials were 
dug up in construction. The 
west dorm is sti l l scheduled 
to open in fal l 2025 despite 
delays due to labor shortag-
es. Goldberg also reminded 
the Council that there is a 
third dorm planned that has 
not been started and has no 
opening date.  

Student Council wil l next 
meet on Sunday at 7 p.m in 
Chalmers room 302. Stu-
dents are welcome to attend 
either in person or remotely.
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Faculty, students discuss novel at John Adams Colloquium
HANNAH SUSSMAN
MANAGING EDITOR

On Oct. 10, the Center for the 
Study of American Democracy 
hosted its second John Adams Col-
loquium on the Pulitzer-winning 
novel Demon Copperhead by Barbara 
Kingsolver. The John Adams Collo-
quium Series is sponsored by former 
chair of the Kenyon Review Board of 
Trustees, John W. Adams P ’93, P ’13, 
GP ’21.

The event, which is scheduled to 
happen once a semester, brings to-
gether faculty, students, staff and 
community members to discuss a 
book chosen for its insights into cur-
rent issues. Demon Copperhead takes 
place in Lee County, Virginia, a town 
in the southern Appalachian moun-
tains devastated by the collapse of 
the coal industry and the spread of 
oxycontin. The characters’ experi-
ences with addiction ref lect modern 
American struggles, such as the dev-
astation felt in rural communities as 
a result of the opioid epidemic.

The colloquium was divided into 
three parts, beginning with three 
short presentations that ref lected 
and expanded on themes explored 
in the book. The first presenter was 
Professor of Biology Wade Powell, 
who spoke about industries such as 
logging that have systematically de-
pleted the resources of areas like Lee 
County by providing short-term jobs 
and pushing people off of the land. 
Next, Associate Professor of Sociol-
ogy Austin Johnson spoke about the 
complex emotions that the reader 

HARPER COLLINS PUBLISHERS

may feel toward the main charac-
ter, Demon Copperhead. Johnson 
emphasized that the reader may feel 
discomfort over the realization that 
Copperhead struggled to escape his 
circumstances because of the struc-
tural disadvantages he faced, rather 
than his lack of effort.

The final presenter was Associate 
Professor of English Sarah Heidt, 
who shared insights about the book ’s 
inspiration, Charles Dickens’ David 
Copperfield. Heidt noted that Dick-
ens wrote David Copperfield to ex-
press his horror toward how England 
treated the poor, especially children; 
this point resonated with many of 
the themes explored by Kingsolver.

The second portion of the event 
featured small-group discussions 
of both the presentations and the 
book, and the third portion of the 
event, which took place at The Al-
cove, provided participants with the 
opportunity to continue discussions 
over appetizers, drinks and dinner. 
While the event was focused on a 
single book, the resulting conversa-
tions spread into the broader themes 
and applications of Demon Copper-
head.

“I had a great conversation with 
everyone at the event,” Caleb New-
man ’24 wrote in an email to the 
Collegian. “Usually when students 
interact with professors, it is in a 
classroom or office hours where pro-
fessors are sharing their expertise 
with students. I really appreciated 
that in the Cheever Seminar Room 
and The Alcove, students, staff and 
faculty were all able to talk mostly as 
equal members of the community.”

Village Council discusses zoning variances and food trucks
LUCAS FLYNN
STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 2, the Gambier 
Vil lage Council met to dis-
cuss a variance to Gam-
bier’s zoning ordinance as 
well as the impact of food 
trucks for businesses on 
Chase Avenue.

The council dedicated the 
majority of the meeting to a 
variance to the zoning code 
in response to an objection 
from Fernando Rodriguez 
’04, a Gambier resident. Af-
ter attending Kenyon and 
living in Gambier for over 
20 years, Rodriguez moved 
to Georgia last year to take 
a higher-paying job. Ro-
driguez wanted to rent out 
his property short term 
through Airbnb while he is 
away. The new zoning or-
dinance, which was imple-
mented in May, would pre-
vent Rodriguez from doing 
so. Rodriguez is request-
ing the exception because 

he cannot afford to keep 
the property if he is not al-
lowed to rent it out. “I had 
to leave for my career, and 
would love to come back at 
some point,” he said.  

Rodriguez added that he 
has a sincere desire to even-
tually return to the Vil lage 
permanently. “I love my 
house, I love my commu-
nity,” he pleaded. “I don’t 
have any family in the U.S.  
My family is my friends that 
are in Gambier.” 

Under the new ordi-
nance, Rodriguez would be 
al lowed to rent the property 
out long term; however, he 
did not want to do so, out 
of a desire to visit Gambier 
and host family from Brazil 
during Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

One council member 
came to Rodriguez’s de-
fense, saying that the or-
dinance was not made for 
a situation like this. She 
claimed that the town made 

the ordinance to encourage 
long-term residence by pre-
venting people from buying 
homes solely for the pur-
poses of Airbnb and vaca-
tion homes. “The intention 
and spirit of the ordinance 
was not to address cases 
like these,” she said.  

However, other council 
members pushed back on 
Rodriguez’s appeal, say-
ing his case does not meet 
certain criteria required for 
the variance and noting the 
importance of enforcing the 
code and setting a prece-
dent. Despite pushback, the 
council ultimately approved 
the variance unanimous-
ly, a l lowing Rodriguez to 
do short-term rentals unti l 
October 2025, af ter which 
time they wil l reassess the 
situation.  

During the section of the 
meeting that was open to 
the public, Vil lage Market 
owner Nick Jones voiced his 
frustration with food trucks 

being parked in front of the 
store. Jones wanted to re-
duce the possibility of food 
trucks parking in the Mar-
ket’s loading zone. In addi-
tion, he said the food trucks 
were impacting the business 
of the Market, and that his 
sales were down on Home-
coming weekend. Jones 
thinks Gambier should bar 
food trucks on Chase Av-
enue to support and priori-
tize their local businesses.  

Another Gambier resi-
dent, Professor Emeritus 
of Asian Studies and Reli-
gious Studies Joseph Adler, 
a lso disliked the presence 
of food trucks due to their 
noise and appearance. “I 
didn’t appreciate the aes-
thetics of the corndog 
truck. It seemed very much 
out of keeping with Gam-
bier’s vibe,” Adler said.  

Food trucks currently 
have to pay $175 to park for 
a weekend. Upon hearing 
this, Jones replied, “Can I 

just buy the weekends then? 
It would save me thousands 
of dollars.” Jones expressed 
his worry that the same is-
sue wil l arise during Fam-
ily Weekend, and hopes to 
reach a compromise with 
the Council to give the 
Market more of an advan-
tage. The council agreed to 
off icial ly put the topic on 
the agenda for next month’s 
meeting.  

The next Vil lage Coun-
cil meeting wil l be held on 
Monday, Nov. 6. 
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In the kitchen with the founders of the new culinary club

The Kenyon alphabet: a Collegian guide to Family Weekend
SACHA FRANJOLA
FEATURES EDITOR

OLIVIA HINER
DESIGN EDITOR

We at the Collegian would like to extend 
the warmest welcome to the family and friends 
arriving on campus to celebrate Family Week-
end. At a school as tight-knit as Kenyon, it can 
be difficult to decipher some of the more con-
fusing aspects of campus culture — you may 
have heard your student mention “the Horn” 
on the phone or struggled to identify which 
“Gund” they were referring to over text. In 
an effort to ease your transition to college life 
this weekend, we humbly offer a lexicon of all 
things Kenyon to aid you on your visit.

A is for Archaeology. You may be wonder-
ing why a crew of students is digging holes in 
front of the church — they’re trying to uncov-
er the remnants of some of Kenyon’s earliest 
buildings! Here’s hoping the ghost of Philan-
der Chase doesn’t mind having his cabin dis-
turbed.

B is for BFEC. Our very own oasis away 
from the chaos of Middle Path. If hiking isn’t 
your thing, rumor has it there will be alpacas at 
the Harvest Festival on Saturday…

C is for Collegian. Your guide to all things 
Kenyon, since 1856. Reporting on hard-hitting 
stories like mold infestations and stricter party 
guidelines, and stories that are hard-hitting in 
other ways, like the sushi bar that used to be in 
the Lowry Center. 

D is for Drama. Family Weekend just 
wouldn’t be the same without a Kenyon play — 
catch KCDC’s production of Alice In… at the 
Bolton Theater, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. 

E is for Equestrian Team. Yes, we really do 
have one! 

F is for Foliage. Sometimes, Ohio has 
its charms! Especially in October when the 
80-degree days finally give way to some good 
old-fashioned fall colors (and temperatures).

G is for Gund. Commons. Gallery. Just 

plain Gund. Pick your favorite!
H is for Horn Gallery. You never know 

what you’re going to see at Kenyon’s stu-
dent-run performing arts venue. Come to 
think of it, you probably won’t know what ex-
actly you saw on your way out either…

I is for Initiation. To Phi Beta Kappa, that 
is. Reserved for the highest of the high GPAs, 
the initiation will take place on Saturday 
morning in Chalmers Library room 303.

J is for Julie Kornfeld. Kenyon’s brand new 
president! If you see her on Middle Path, try to 
avoid giving her your two cents on the cost of 
attendance (get it?). 

K is for Kenyon Krud. If you find yourself 
with a tickle in your throat a few days after 
leaving the Hill, don’t panic — it’s just our very 
own special strain of the common cold known 
for putting students and professors alike out of 
commission for at least a few days. Fear not, 
dear families…after all, it is only a cold.

L is for Lecture. If your student’s classes ar-
en’t open to visitors, you can still revisit your 
college experience by attending one of many 
lectures this weekend, ranging in topics from 
shady art deals to the war in Ukraine! Don’t 
worry, there won’t be a quiz at the end. 

M is for Midterms. They don’t stop, not 
even for our lovely visitors! If you see students 
holed up in Chalmers Library with a dazed 
look on their faces, don’t worry — it’ll all be 
over in time for finals season.

N is for Nutty Irishman. At Kenyon, it can 
either refer to someone’s go-to Wiggin Street 
Coffee order or the James Joyce novel they’re 
reading for their English class. 

O is for Owls. Just don’t say that in front of 
the swim team…

P is for Pealers. One of many beloved Col-
lege traditions, the Pealers treat the campus to 
a church-bell concert every Friday between 4 
and 5 p.m. If you come out of a class visit to the 
sound of a historic chapel playing Rick Astley’s 

“Never Gonna Give You Up,” just roll with it.
Q is for Quest for Justice. Come walk a 

mile in a first-year political science major’s 
shoes (and don’t forget your copy of John 
Locke’s Second Treatise of Government!).

R is for Rosse. A veritable Family Weekend 
hotspot, given Kenyon’s 10 (yes, 10!) a cappella 
groups. If you leave the Hill with Männerchor’s 
rendition of “Grog and Tobacco” stuck in your 
head, don’t say we didn’t warn you! 

S is for Statue. Spindle. Artificial Rock No. 
85. Renaissance Man and Woman. Whatever 
that thing Richard Serra made behind the li-
brary is supposed to be. You either love them 
or hate them — or try your best to bring them 
up in conversation in an effort to impress ev-
eryone with your knowledge of contemporary 
art. 

T is for Tent. Because is it really a Kenyon 
event if there’s not a tent the size of Texas on 
the Peirce Dining Hall Lawn?

U is for Undead. Listen, we all know that 
Kenyon is haunted. Halloween is just around 

the corner, so a word of friendly advice: Hold 
off on the seances! The last thing Old Kenyon 
needs is another poltergeist roaming the old 
floor plan.

V is for Village Inn. That is, if you can snag 
a table…

W is for Wiggin Street Coffee. A favorite 
for all students — be sure to stop by for cof-
fee so reasonably priced it’ll have all you New 
Yorkers longing for the days when you could 
get a chai latte for less than eight dollars.

X is for Xylophone. One of many instru-
ments you can be regaled with at the Sym-
phonic Wind Ensemble concert!

Y is for Yerba Mate. A bookstore staple, 
solely responsible for keeping around 30% of 
campus awake for their morning classes.

Z is for Zen. What you’ll be feeling after 
seeing a slice of your student’s life and affirm-
ing that, yes, Kenyon was the right choice after 
all.

On behalf of the Collegian, we wish you all 
a wonderful Family Weekend! 

There are over 100 differ-
ent clubs and organizations 
on campus for students to 
join, according to Kenyon’s 
website. Despite this large 
variety, Yasha Zehra ’26 and 
Mary Hitchcock ’26 noticed 
that a food-oriented club did 
not exist… yet.

During her f irst year on 
the Hil l, Hitchcock initia l-
ly made friends at Kenyon 
through baking. As she and 
Zehra recall, they met af ter 
Hitchcock knocked on Zeh-
ra’s door offering up fresh-
ly baked cookies. As they 
got to know each other, they 
learned that Hitchcock liked 
to bake and Zehra liked 
to cook. They shared their 
frustrations with the lack of 
access to kitchens and sup-
plies across campus. Zeh-
ra also mentioned that as a 
Muslim, the necessary Halal 
foods were not fully avail-
able in Peirce Dining Hall. 
After venting these frustra-
tions to each other, Hitch-
cock said, “We were like... 
‘Damn. Kenyon doesn’t have 
a cooking club.’” Thus, the 
Culinary Club was born.

The process to begin the 
club started in February. 
Zehra and Hitchcock sent 
email af ter email to the Of-
f ice of Student Engagement. 
Though frustrated in the be-
ginning with the lack of re-
sponses, they both agreed to 
push for the club in the fal l. 
Upon arriving on campus, 
Zehra and Hitchcock were 
able to meet with the Stu-
dent Life Committee right 
away and get the ball rol l-
ing. On Sept. 24,  Student 
Council unanimously ap-
proved the formation of the 
Culinary Club. 

In addition to making 
food, Hitchcock hopes that 
the club can offer a variety 
of other activities, such as 
watching cooking shows and 
documentaries. “We want to 
make it educational,” Zehra 
said. “Learning about food 
and different cultures — it ’s 
not always possible to make 
food from other cultures, 
but we can sti l l learn.” 

Overall, Hitchcock and 
Zehra want to give people 
an outlet through which 
they can cook and learn, and 
hope that partnerships with 
organizations like Snowden 
Multicultural Center and 

the Center for Global En-
gagement could be an im-
portant part of the club. 

When asked what they 
hope people get out of this 
club, Zehra stated, “For 
me, cooking is therapeutic. 
I’m hoping that it ’s some-
thing that people could use 
for that… I think it ’s a re-
al ly stress relieving thing, 
for some people, being able 
to complete your own thing, 
and have it, real ly creates 

a community.” Hitchcock 
said, “Cooking is my love 
language. Getting to share 
that is real ly important to 
me.” Zehra also expressed 
that “having conversations 
about food is just amazing. 
Everyone has experience 
with it. Everyone can talk 
about it and share about 
their culture… It’s crazy to 
think about people’s back-
grounds.”

Zehra and Hitchcock 

COURTESY OF KENYON COMMUNICATIONS

hope to get the club up and 
running soon after Octo-
ber Break. A few technical 
things, l ike becoming food 
certif ied, have to be com-
pleted before the club can 
off icial ly start. They are 
hoping to begin with an in-
terest meeting on Friday. 
Meetings wil l tentatively be 
held in the Craft Center.

Hitchcock said that she 
hopes the club wil l be a wel-
coming place where people 
can come in excited about 
a certain food to share: 
“Whatever makes somebody 
[happy], they should be able 
to share it. They should also 
be excited to learn other 
things… for me personally, I 
want to try things I’ve never 
tried before.” 

For more information, 
reach out to zehra1@kenyon.
edu or hitchcock2@kenyon.
edu. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN VECTORS
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October Break brings opportunites for rest and adventure
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CLASS 
CLASH

Weekly Scores 22

James Hurley
’24 

Senior Class Total: First-Year Class Total:Sophomore Class Total:Junior Class Total:

11 111414
John Kibler ’25 Martha Chestnut ’27Lulu Timoney ’26

Name one event happening 
during Family Weekend.

What treat did President Kornfeld 
hand out to students during common 

hour last Tuesday?

Which professional sports league 
begins its season this week?

Name a Taylor Swift era

Answer

Alice in…, BFEC 
Harvest Festival, 

Ukraine lecture, etc.

Cookies

NHL

Debut, Fearless, Speak 
Now, Red, 1989, Repu-
tation, Lover, Folklore, 
Evermore, Midnights

Collaboration in Motion 
at the Horn Gallery

NBA

Two Drink Minimum 
show

Texas sheet cake

Red

Swimming? Basketball?

Cookies Cookies

Reputation

Compiled by Sacha Franjola 

and Dorothy Yaqub

NBA

Cannolis

Speak Now

Collaboration in Motion

Red

3

Kokes concert

Hockey

4

CHAU ANH NGUYEN
STAFF WRITER

From Oct. 5 to Oct. 10, Kenyon 
students enjoyed October Break — 
the first much-needed reprieve from 
school. For many, October Break 
marked a transition: from summer 
heat to sweater weather, from the 
first somewhat relaxing weeks of the 
school year to a more demanding 
workload and schedule. While some 
used the four-day break to relax and 
recharge as a way to prepare for the 
second half of the semester, others 
were inspired to take on new chal-
lenges and exciting adventures.

Silvia Martinez Gargallo ’27, who 
had never gone backpacking before, 
joined the Kenyon College Outdoors 
Club for a three-day backpacking 
trip in Shenandoah National Park 
(Va.). “That was really hard for me 
the first day because I wasn’t used to 
the backpack. But the second day was 
better, and the third day was better 
than the second day… We were play-
ing some games, and mostly talked, 
and we sang too,” Martinez Gargallo 
said. When asked about her feelings 
upon returning to the campus, she 
responded: “[The trip] was an inter-
esting experience because it was like 
being outside of civilization, so I was 
glad to return to civilization.”

Berkay Kurnaz ’27 used the fall 
break as an opportunity to gain in-
sight into potential career paths by 
shadowing Catherine McMillin, the 
principal of The Arts & College Pre-
paratory Academy in Columbus, 
Ohio. “I saw her navigating different 
conversations about Title IX. I saw 
her interacting with other staff and 
other students. She’s very support-

ive,” he said. However, what Kurnaz 
got out of this job-shadowing expe-
rience was unexpected: “[Actually] I 
don’t want to do education. I saw that 
it’s not for me. But I love being with 
young people,” he said. “The second 
day I turned it into my own little so-
ciology experiment — How do you 
exist in this space? … How does edu-
cation as an institution work? — It’s a 
big part of sociology, especially when 
I’m taking an intro[ductory] course 
right now with [Associate] Professor 
[of Sociology Austin] Johnson.” De-
spite not being inspired career-wise, 
Kurnaz agreed that the experience 
was valuable to him as a student inter-
ested in pursuing sociology. 

Julia Conner ’24, a teaching assis-
tant for the Modern Languages and 

Literatures department, traveled with 
Robert A. Oden Jr. Professor of Chi-
nese Jianhua Bai to an academic con-
ference that focused on Chinese lan-
guage education hosted by the Great 
Lakes Colleges Association. What she 
learned at the conference hit close to 
home: “There was this discussion on 
how to make a class that addresses the 
interests of all students, even if there’s 
a mismatch between levels or mis-
match between what the students find 
engaging. I thought that was really 
pertinent to my actual experience as a 
student here taking Chinese classes.”

Nava Bahrampour ’27 went to a 
civic engagement conference for col-
lege students called Propel Ohio. On 
why she chose to go on the trip, Bah-
rampour said: “The transition from 

high school to college has left me 
not really knowing how to get start-
ed with civic engagement in Ohio. 
But after attending this conference, 
I feel like there’s a lot of direction for 
me and other young people to go in.” 
She was particularly inspired by the 
conference’s discussion of inclusivity 
in education and the importance of 
having uncomfortable conversations 
in the classroom. “I have course ideas 
that I wanted to propose at some point 
in my time at Kenyon,” she said. “One 
of my first ideas was a course about 
disability and neurodiversity across 
time. And I was also inspired to pro-
pose, or just take, a class on voting 
and democracy, because the confer-
ence really solidified how important 
democracy is.”

Abby Maroney ’27 had a relax-
ing time staying on campus. “We 
watched a lot of movies. Mostly in the 
Gund [R]esidence [H]all’s common 
room, or the Gund [Residence Hall] 
classroom. We went to Mount Vernon 
one day… It was mostly just resting.”

Nina Esteghamat ’27 found her-
self among her family, her best friend 
and her dog. “I went with my parents 
to the farmers market. And my best 
friend was home, so we got to go to 
a pumpkin patch, hang out and get 
coffee,” Esteghamat said. “It was nice, 
because I was kind of worried that I’d 
be like a very different person [from 
before leaving for Kenyon]. And I am 
different, but like it’s still home. Two 
homes now.”

The Kenyon College Outdoors Club went to Shenandoah National Park (Va.) for October Break.  | ABBY GRIFFITH
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Tiny Rug Concerts bring music to the Kenyon bookstore

Puntes on guitar, left, and Alexander on bass | NIAMH CAHILL

OSOSE OMOFOMAH
STAFF WRITER

Author Leila Aboulela reads from latest novel, River Spirit

The themes present in Lei-
la Aboulela’s reading from her 
latest book, River Spirit, in-
cluded colonization, religion 
and history. Professors and 
students gathered in Oden 
Auditorium on Monday to 
learn from the Sudanese writ-
er, essayist and playwright.

Aboulela’s path to author-
ship was not a conventional 
one. She didn’t study writing 
in school, opting for statis-
tics instead. She moved from 
Khartoum, Sudan, to Scot-
land, where she began writ-
ing, starting with short stories 
and progressing to full-length 
novels. Associate Professor of 
English Keija Parssinen intro-
duced Aboulela, narrating her 
first encounter with Aboule-
la’s work and how captivating 
the novel Lyrics Alley was for 

her. Parssinen then shared the 
experience of interviewing 
Aboulela for World Litera-
ture Today and how Aboulela 
shared how writing had grad-
ually taken over her life.

Aboulela prefaced her 
reading by detailing the huge 
undertaking of research in-
volved in the writing of River 
Spirit. Aboulela summarized 
the various sources she’d used 
to gather information for 
the book, including articles, 
newspapers and even bills of 
sale. She described how she’d 
first encountered one of the 
protagonists of the novel, Za-
mzam, in a historical bill of 
sale for an enslaved person 
of the same name. This led 
Aboulela to think about the 
identity challenges that a Su-
danese woman who had mi-
grated through the country in 
such a turbulent time would 
have faced. 

The tumultuous state of 
the country was due to in-
tense political evolution dur-
ing the 1800s because of the 
uprising of Muhammad Ah-
mad, a man who professed 
to be the Mahdi of Muslim 
belief. The Mahdi is a char-
acter believed to be the final 
leader in Islam before the end 
of the world. He was able to 
secure independence for Su-
dan from the British Empire 
for a short time. The book ex-
plores different characters on 
both sides of this struggle as 
the tension between the revo-
lutionaries and the opposi-
tion on the side of the British 
reaches a climax. 

Aboulela chose two ex-
cerpts for her reading. The 
first came from an early 
chapter following a character 
named Akuany, who loses her 
father and village to a slave 
raid and is rescued by a young 

merchant who traded with her 
father. The language was poi-
gnant, emotive and descrip-
tive while still being accurate 
to the experience of the young 
girl whose world had fallen 
apart. There was an inverted 
sense of a traveler’s guide as 
Akuany, her brother Bol and 
the merchant, Yaseen, trav-
eled through Sudan. Specific 
and insightful descriptions of 
their journey through Sudan 
established the setting in an 
effective way. 

The second reading was 
from Yaseen’s perspective af-
ter he gave up being a mer-
chant to become a jurist in the 
Muslim tradition, describing 
the awe that he and his fel-
low students experienced in 
their education at Al-Azhar 
in Cairo. It was a beautifully 
written scene about an intel-
lectual character. 

After she finished read-

ing, Aboulela then opened the 
f loor to a Q&A session where 
she discussed questions about 
her research process and the 
ways this book should be read. 
Aboulela answered a question 
asking whether she’d prefer 
for her book to be read an-
thropologically as someone 
who used the book to navigate 
Sudanese culture or as a work 
of art, and if she had a prob-
lem with the former. Aboulela 
said that she didn’t see any 
harm done by anthropologi-
cal reading and explained how 
her own culture shaped the 
way she read books by authors 
such as Charlotte Brontë. 

The reading and talk after 
were informative and inter-
esting, ref lecting the com-
plexities present within Riv-
er Spirit. You can learn more 
about Aboulela and her novels 
on her website. 

Step aside, Horn Gallery. There’s a 
hot new music venue on campus: the 
bookstore. In addition to providing stu-
dents with snacks and school supplies, 
the bookstore is now offering Tiny Rug 
Concerts. Don’t worry; unlike your egre-
giously expensive textbooks, going to see 
one of these concerts is completely free. 
At 8:00 p.m. on Sunday nights, students 
can give solo or group performances to 
an eager audience.

Tiny Rug was designed by students, 
for students. Two bookstore employees, 
Niamh Cahill ’25 and Will Bryant ’25, 
came up with the idea as part of an on-
going project to revamp the bookstore’s 
image through social media posts and in-
person events. “Our original idea was ac-
tually us two putting on puppet shows,” 
Cahill wrote in an email to the Collegian. 
However, this concept eventually evolved 
into Tiny Rug as it exists today, inspired 
by NPR’s Tiny Desk Concerts.

In the month since its inception, there 
have been four Tiny Rug Concerts. The 
first performance was from beloved stu-
dent band Victor, which consists of five 
sophomore friends who met at Kenyon 
last year and bonded through an im-

promptu cover of Fiona Apple’s “Crimi-
nal” at a music show at a North Campus 
Apartment. (Fun fact: They celebrated 
their one-year band-iversary on Sept. 
24.) The group performed several origi-
nal songs, taking turns singing and tran-
sitioning effortlessly between instru-
ments. Victor hasn’t released any music 
yet, but stay tuned, because they spent 
October Break in the WKCO recording 
studio!

For the next concert, Lucca Burgess 
’26 brought an indie vibe to the book-
store, singing several original ballads 
and strumming along on acoustic guitar. 
He describes his style on his website: “His 
music pulls from the traditions of indie 
rock, folk, and grunge, alongside deeply 
personal, quirkily poetic lyrics meant to 
feel like you have been invited to read his 
diary.” Burgess has an impressive musi-
cal output; he’s released three albums, an 
EP and several singles, all of which are 
available to stream on Spotify.

Aidan Puntes ’26, a singer-songwriter, 
played several songs off of his new album, 
in Parting, which is available for stream-
ing on all platforms. He showed off his 
instrumental versatility as he switched 
between three different guitars, and his 
roommate, Finn Alexander ’26, joined 
him on bass for a song. The song is cur-

rently untitled, so Puntes playfully asked 
the audience for help coming up with a 
name. The most touching moment of the 
evening came when Puntes performed a 
song that his father wrote. He explained 
that his father doesn’t think the song 
is very good, but the applause from the 
crowd when he finished clearly proved 
otherwise.

Tiny Rug’s most recent denizen was 
Dawsen Mercer ’26, singing her heart 
out this past Sunday. She performed 
five original songs and briefly explained 
what each one was about before singing. 
The first two detailed a Kenyon relation-
ship gone sour; Mercer jokingly told the 
audience that she still sees the person 
that the songs are about on Middle Path 
from time to time, so don’t tell. She then 
whipped out a ukulele for the third song, 
and the audience laughed when she told 
them it was because she wrote the song 
when she was 14. Although she hasn’t re-
leased her music on any streaming plat-
forms yet, Mercer concluded her perfor-
mance by teasing an upcoming EP.

The turnout for Tiny Rug so far has 
been impressive, with each concert draw-
ing dozens of attendees. In addition to 
the performers’ friends coming to show 
support, many students have gone to the 

bookstore to do some shopping, heard 
the music and decided to stick around. 
At the conclusion of each show, friends 
and fans alike crowd around the Rug to 
offer praise, congratulations and hugs.

One reason for Tiny Rug’s popular-
ity with Kenyon’s student musicians is 
that it provides a chill, low-stakes oppor-
tunity to perform. Compared to Rosse 
Hall’s elevated stage or the Horn Gal-
lery’s bright spotlights, the bookstore is 
a safe haven. Standing atop the cute rug, 
surrounded by bookshelves, the pressure 
is off. The calm atmosphere and sup-
portive audience are perfect for even the 
shyest of performers. Cahill and Bryant 
are thrilled with the positive reception 
their idea has received. “For the future, I 
am really looking forward to expanding 
these concerts to more groups on campus 
and seeing what we can do to expand the 
space,” Cahill wrote.

If you’re interested in doing a Tiny 
Rug performance of your own, reach out 
to cahill1@kenyon.edu or bryant1@ken-
yon.edu. It’s a great way to put yourself 
out there and share your music, and the 
bookstore compensates performers with 
free ice cream.

Victor performed during the second Tiny Rug concert. | NIAMH CAHILL
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Outdoor art exhibit showcased students’ talent, creativity

A door to the unknown, big wooden-
canvas spheres and a metal funnel draped 
around a tree were all items that could be 
found in a wonderful display of outdoor 
art at Kenyon. As students walked around 
campus last week, they may have noticed 
a collection of sculptures in the area of 
the main quad surrounding Chalmers 
Library and Ransom Hall. Some simply 
walked around the objects, while others 
dared to investigate them. Lo and behold, 
these mysterious objects are the culmina-
tion of hard work and artistry by the In-
stallation Art (ARTS 360) class. 

The first piece that caught my atten-
tion was Portal to the Putrid by Lucy Kas-
sel ’25. As I was on my way to class, I no-
ticed the intriguing doorway and many 
visitors engaging with it. While the out-
side of the exhibit appeared to be merely a 
brown door with a looming black curtain 
around it, the inside held the true mys-
tery of the project. Many uncanny objects 
were placed around the dark room. While 
it was box-like in stature, the portal de-
veloped a unique theme and was certainly 
worth taking time to observe. 

Nearby, another interesting installa-
tion was wrapped around a tree. A long 
metal funnel in the shape of an old-fash-
ioned ear trumpet could be used to whis-
per, shout or just plain talk into. Frequen-
cy Funneller by Cal Dannenhirsch ’24 
combined visual and auditory senses in 
the exhibit. “This is a sound-based instal-
lation piece that captures ambient sound/
voices and shoots them into a metal head-
chamber,” Dannenhirsch wrote in a de-

scription for the Kenyon community.
Another tree-based installation, Lone-

some Spectacle by Ruby Baker ’26, shines 
on the other side of Middle Path. The 
work involves pieces of glass that hang 
from the tree branches on string and 
refract light off of them during the day. 
Baker explains that while onlookers are 
examining the art themselves, they too 
become a part of the immersive experi-
ence. “This piece strikes a balance be-
tween being the observer and being the 
observed,” Baker wrote in the piece’s de-
scription. “The glass obscures, clarifies 
or warps one’s vision depending on what 
they choose to focus on.”

One of the largest installations fea-
tured two spherical sculptures made of 
wood and canvas, and could be found on 
the quad between Chalmers, Oden Hall 
and Lowell House. The artwork immedi-
ately stood out with its distinct structure 
and shape. However, the artist of Moon 
Landing, Mazai Almeida-Warwin ’24, 
highlights that the location of the exhib-
it created the biggest meaning of all be-
hind the work. “Despite all this develop-
ment [of buildings around the quad], the 
space feels separate from the people it was 
constructed for. Moon Landing hopes to 
bridge this gap by creating an incentive 
for students to engage with the space,” 
Almeida-Warwin wrote for the Ken-
yon community. The eye catching piece 
achieved its goal; many students and fac-
ulty alike discussed the outdoor artwork 
throughout the week.

All of the installations made a wonder-
ful addition to the Kenyon community 
and allowed everyone to stop for a mo-
ment and appreciate the art.

DELILAH LOCKE
ARTS EDITOR

WRITE FOR 

INTERESTED? EMAIL US AT 
KENYONCOLLEGIAN@GMAIL.COM

POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE IN COPY EDITING, DESIGN 
AND PHOTOGRAPHY
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Across
1  Rascal
6  Puma competitor
10  Grads-to-be: Abbr.
13  Words before nothing?
14  Boo-boo
15  Blood blockage
16  A stocking stuffer for             

           naughty children
18  Former Cowboys QB
19  Cause of a stir?
20  2018 Pulitzer Prize for           

           Music winner
21  Day divs.
22  Date to be determined?
24  Asset for a musician,            

          salesman, or baseball            
          player

29  It might include             
           a 22-Across

30  500-mile race
31  Beaver’s barricade
34  Eilish’s Happier Than ___
35  Atlantic or Pacific on a          

 Monopoly board: Abbr.
36  Programming language          

 with a coffee cup logo
37  Barrett of Pink Floyd
38  Alternative to lol
40  Browns in a pan
42  The Rolling Stones hit ...          

 or a hint to the ends of 16-,          
 24- and 55-Across

44  Baby birch
47  Pastoral greeting
48  “Don’t ___ on me”
49  Surfer’s obstacles?
54  Mass agreement

Down
1  Pepper’s partner
2  One of 78 in this puzzle
3  ___ mater
4  Cleans the deck
5  One who’s always looking ahead
6  On the house
7  Champ’s cry
8  Soul maker
9  Slippery swimmer
10 Way to watch some plays?
11  Empire I think about often
12  Stuff in the attic?
15  Hit the hay
17  What might come after work or           

 space
20  boygenius member Dacus
22  Tree with needles
23  Inc. relative
24  Crusty desserts
25  A deadly sin
26  Road-tripped, in a way
27  Tree with needles
28  Turn on a dime
31  It might be big or raw
32  With, in Paris
33  Halloween accessory
35  Appa’s owner
36  Canada Day’s mo.
38  Like eggs and tile
39  Brief time, briefly
40  A face that could ___ clock
41  ‘Who we are’ page on a           

 company’s website
42  747, for example
43  Apple cutter?
44  “We Didn’t ___ the Fire” 

WEEKLY 
CROSSWORD
KYLE KELLEY
CROSSWORD EDITOR

Did you finish the crossword for 
Oct. 12? 

Email a photo of your completed 
crossword to 

crossword@kenyoncollegian.com 
to get a shoutout in our next issue!

Kenyon College’s land acknowledgment 
statement goes beyond telling us to whom 
this land is homeland: It also claims that 
“as a community, we are committed to con-
fronting this dark past [of forced removal] 
while also embracing through education 
and outreach the many Indigenous commu-
nities that continue to thrive in Ohio.” We as 
a community must be more proactive in liv-
ing up to this commitment by building on 
current projects and starting new initiatives. 
When the strength of our words does not 
match the force of our actions, we fall victim 
to virtue signaling and loss of integrity. 

My purpose here is not to argue why we 
need action; the College offers justification 
in its statement. Rather, my intent is to offer 
possible actions and to galvanize the Kenyon 
student body, faculty, staff and administra-
tion into living up to our promise to our In-
digenous neighbors. 

First, Kenyon should hire Indigenous 
professors and bring more Indigenous guest 
speakers to the Hill. This would not only 
help combat institutional barriers for Indig-

Kenyon must do more to support Indigenous community
enous people in academia but also extend 
to students the expert insight of Indigenous 
scholars. A diverse faculty benefits everyone. 

The unique expertise of Indigenous pro-
fessors and speakers leads me to the impor-
tant caveat that I am a white settler student 
— I am not qualified to offer advice on en-
gagement with Indigenous people and histo-
ry. Meaningful outreach and education can 
only be achieved when it is directed by and 
benefits Indigenous people. Kenyon should 
consult with Indigenous leaders when mak-
ing decisions about the type of actions de-
scribed here. 

Second, Kenyon should uplift Indige-
nous knowledge. The College ought to offer 
more classes in more departments about In-
digenous issues and ways of knowing. This 
holds true not only for departments that 
already offer courses on Indigenous issues 
such as History and Anthropology, but also 
for Modern Literatures and Languages, As-
tronomy, Political Science, Law and Society, 
Religious Studies, Environmental Studies 
and many other departments. To encourage 
and facilitate student engagement with the 
subject, Kenyon should offer an Indigenous 
Studies concentration, major or minor. 

Third, the College should partner with 
federally recognized tribes to conduct re-
search and projects like the current Three 
Sisters Project. Francine Gachupin, Ph.D, 
MPH (Pueblo) and Fatima Molina, B.S. (Na-
vajo) offer guidelines for researchers on re-
specting Indigenous leadership in “How to 
Conduct Research in American Indian and 
Alaska Native Communities” (2019). Again, 
this initiative should apply to fields beyond 
those traditionally associated with Indig-
enous issues. For instance, many scientists 
are beginning to incorporate Indigenous 
knowledge into their work, as evidenced by 
the 2023 opening of the National Science 
Foundation-funded Center for Braiding In-
digenous Knowledges and Science. 

Fourth, the College should facilitate non-
curricular learning and community oppor-
tunities for students. Kenyon could fund 
field trips to the many historical sites in the 
Ohio area such as the Hopewell Ceremoni-
al Earthworks (recently named a UNESCO 
World Heritage site), give annual financial 
support to the Great Mohican Pow-Wow 
and fund infrastructure to support Indig-
enous Kenyon students.

Finally, the College should give back, 

share or allow use of some of Kenyon’s 1,200 
acres. Alternatively, the College could give 
monetary support to the Native American 
Indian Center of Central Ohio’s Land Back 
effort. Taking the step to return some of this 
land to Indigenous peoples would be per-
haps the most profound way Kenyon could 
achieve its goal of outreach listed in the Col-
lege’s land acknowledgment statement. 

Kenyon has the money and power to 
make reparations for the violence and in-
justice of its founding. Our land acknowl-
edgment statement makes a promise to take 
steps in this direction. We must do not what 
is precedent but what is right: we must, un-
like the U.S. settler institutions before us, 
keep the promise we have made to our In-
digenous neighbors. I encourage adminis-
trators to use these suggestions as seeds that 
can grow with the guidance of Indigenous 
activists, scholars and leaders. Please, Ken-
yon, let’s keep our promise. 

Maggie Potter ’26 has not yet declared a 
major and is from Worthington, Ohio. She 
can be reached at potter3@kenyon.edu

55  It might have a cabin with          
 celebrities

57  Part of a play
58  Singer Lovato
59  N.Y. city
60  Green Day album of 2012
61  AB positive, e.g.
62  Cosmos host Carl

45  Strong suit
46  “Us” director
49  20-Across’s To ___ a Butterfly 
50  Lab safety org.?
51  Do ___ (dance)
52  Prefix for ten
53  Jazz saxophonist Getz
55  Summer time in L.A.
56  BB-8’s buddy in “Star Wars”

MAGGIE POTTER
CONTRIBUTOR
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Men: In the past two weeks, the Ke-
nyon men’s soccer team beat DePauw 
University, Ohio Wesleyan University 
(OWU), Denison University and the Col-
lege of Wooster to improve to 10-3-0 (4-0 
NCAC). After falling to Trine University 
(Ind.) at Mavec Field earlier in September, 
the Owls have surged back and won their 
last five games.

On Sept. 30 at DePauw, Kenyon put 
together a decisive 3-1 victory to open up 
conference play. The Owls took an early 
lead as forward Alem Duratovic ’25 found 
the back of the net in the 26th minute with 
an assist from midfielder Alex Ramirez 
’26. Kenyon was then able to double its 
lead 13 minutes later as Joey Martens ’24 
gave the Owls a nice cushion and was as-
sisted by Miko Warshaw ’26. In the sec-
ond half, DePauw scored a goal to cut the 
Kenyon lead to a single goal. But in the 
71st minute, Duratovic scored once again 
thanks to an assist from defender Charlie 
Penzone ’25 that sealed the Kenyon vic-
tory. Duratovic, who currently leads the 
NCAC in goals with nine, was named the 
NCAC Athlete of the Week for his perfor-
mances. 

The Owls were able to then rack up 
their second league victory in as many 
games on Oct. 4 against the Battling Bish-
ops. Kenyon convincingly won 2-0 and 
stifled a red-hot OWU offense that had 
scored at least one goal in its past eight 
games. In the 42nd minute, Pablo Porti-
llo ’27 sliced his way down the right-hand 
side of the field, cut back to the middle 
and was able to fool the goalkeeper to give 
the Owls the first half lead. Later in the 
contest, midfielder Isaac Cortez ’26 sent in 
a cross that Eamon Dujakovich ’25 blasted 
into the back of the net that padded the 
Kenyon lead. From then on, goalkeeper 
Jack Pedreschi ’25 and the rest of Kenyon’s 
defense was able to hold strong to give the 
Owls the shutout. Dujakovich was recog-
nized as the NCAC Offensive Athlete of 
the Week due to his crucial winning goal, 
among other things.

Up next, the Owls headed to Granville, 
Ohio, and came away with a gutsy 1-0 win 
over the Big Red. Martens scored the only 
goal of the match in the 20th minute, and 

once again it was Pedreschi and company 
that kept the opponents out of the goal. 
Kenyon earned its second consecutive 
shutout, its sixth across 12 games. 

Finally, Kenyon traveled north to take 
on Wooster on Tuesday, where they bat-
tled to a scoreless draw at the end of the 
first half. Wooster took the lead early in 
the second period, but the Owls never 
quit. The offense was able to strike back 
with a Duratovic goal in the 82nd minute 
from a set piece. Then with 10 seconds to 
play, Martens sent home the game-win-
ning goal thanks to a cross from captain 
Aidan Burns ’24 to give the Owls their 
tenth victory of the season in electrifying 
fashion. 

For Kenyon, these latest victories have 
been hugely important, especially as it was 
its first time seeing OWU since the Bat-
tling Bishops defeated the Owls at Mavec 
Field in the conference championship last 
season. However, Max Thesing ’24, who 
has started 29 out of the last 32 men’s soc-
cer games going back to 2022, knows that 
despite the victories there is still work to 
do. “After beating arguably the two other 
‘heavyweights’ in the conference in OWU 
and Denison, we must remember that 
the remaining games are just as impor-
tant,” he said in an email to the Collegian. 
Thesing, who will graduate from Kenyon 
this winter, credits the team’s growth this 
season as the factor behind the Owls’ re-
cent success. “The combination of raising 
our intensity and finding different ways 
to grind out a result has propelled us into 
first place in the conference.”

Up next for Kenyon will be Hiram 
College at Mavec Field on Saturday. The 
Terriers are 4-8-1 this year and the Owls 
will hope to continue their winning ways 
and stay undefeated in conference play. 
Kenyon has beaten Hiram 10 consecu-
tive times, but to Thesing, the team must 
stay locked in if it wants to reach its goals. 
“Everyday at practice is an opportunity 
to grow,” he said. “Each game counts for 
three points and we need to stay focused 
to maintain top spot in the conference.”

Women: The Kenyon women’s soc-
cer team, who sit at 5-2-5 (0-1-1 NCAC), 
floundered in its past three away games, 
tying with the University of Mary Wash-
ington (Va.) 1-1 before falling to confer-
ence foe Denison University 4-0 this past 
Saturday in the Owls’ first NCAC game. 
Then on Wednesday, Kenyon played out a 

thrilling evening match against Witten-
berg University.

Against the University of Mary Wash-
ington, Kenyon started on the back foot 
after an early goal from the Eagles in the 
ninth minute set the tone for much of the 
game. The Owls endured heavy pressure 
in the first half and throughout the en-
tire game, getting outshot 15-2. However, 
keeper Gabi Pesticci ’25 was equal to the 
challenge and made four saves to hold the 
Eagles to only one goal. Then with just un-
der 30 minutes to play, Eun Hae Lillig ’25 
raced down the byline and rocketed in a 
cross that deflected off a Mary Washing-
ton defender and ended up in the back of 
the net. Both teams pushed for the deci-
sive winning goal, but neither found it, as 
the game finished 1-1. 

A week later, the Owls traveled to face 
the Big Red, ultimately falling 4-0 in their 
first NCAC game of the season. The game 
remained scoreless through the first 45 
minutes, with Denison having a slight at-
tacking advantage. However, the Big Red 
came out in the second half energized, 
and scored three goals within 60 seconds 
in the 47th minute. Dazed and shocked, 
the Owls tried to close the deficit and sent 
players forward in hopes of getting back 

into the game. Despite the team’s efforts, 
Kenyon conceded once more to end the 
game 4-0. 

On Wednesday, Kenyon tied with Wit-
tenberg 3-3 in a back-and-forth match, 
moving to 5-2-5 on the season. Morgan 
Baker ’25 opened the scoring for the Owls, 
pouncing on a mistake by the Tigers’ goal-
keeper. However, Wittenberg stormed 
back and tied the game up in the 23rd 
minute before taking the lead in the 50th 
minute. Less than a minute later in the 
second half, Elyse Judge ’25 raced into the 
Wittenberg box and smashed home a cross 
by Hailey Moss ’25. Wittenberg snatched 
the lead back soon after to make it 3-2, but 
the Owls did not let up and scored the last 
goal of the game with 30 minutes left to 
play. Similarly to the first two goals, Kayla 
Arone ’26 latched onto a rebound off a free 
kick and passed the ball into the net. Both 
teams were evenly matched and traded 
shots into the night, but neither the Owls 
nor the Tigers could score the winning 
goal, and the game ended 3-3.

The Owls will play their next game at 
home against Hiram College on Saturday, 
an opponent who has never beaten Ken-
yon since their first meeting in 2009.

HENRY BRANDT
STAFF WRITER
MICAH ARENSTEIN
SPORTS EDITOR
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Men’s soccer wins fifth in a row, women open NCAC play

Duratovic won NCAC Athlete of the Week. | ISOO O’BRIEN
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In the last two weeks, the Kenyon 
field hockey team played four match-
es, winning three and losing one. This 
brings its record to 7-6 (4-3 NCAC).

During the Owls’ game against De-
Pauw University, Kenyon’s goalkeeper, 
Megan Lydon ’25, played a big role in 
the game by making 11 important saves. 
From the start, DePauw had more con-
trol over the game, taking more shots 
and having more corner opportunities 
in the first quarter. But Kenyon’s de-
fense, including Lydon’s saves, held the 

Owls on 3 game winning streak, move to 4-3 in NCAC

Lane leads the team with eight goals. | COURTESY OF GRAHAM STOKES

The men’s and women’s cross country 
teams split up on the weekend of Sept. 29, 
competing in two away meets. Members of 
each respective squad competed in the Ohio 
Wesleyan Invitational on Friday, where the 
men’s runners placed 12th and the women’s 
team sent two individual runners. A day lat-
er, the Owls ran in the Louisville Classic in 
Kentucky, where Kenyon runners competed 
against hundreds of Division I, Division II and 
Division III runners. 

Men: At the Ohio Wesleyan Invitational 

Owls compete in Ohio and Kentucky, near end of season
MICAH ARENSTEIN
SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s tennis takes on ITA Central Region Championship

On the weekend of Sept. 30, 
members of the Kenyon men’s ten-
nis team showcased their skills at 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Associa-
tion (ITA) Central Region Cham-
pionships, hosted by Kalamazoo 
College (Mich.).

In doubles play, Paulo Pocasan-
gre Kreling ’26 and Eliezer Gon-

CHARLOTTE WALKER
SPORTS EDITOR

Tigers off, keeping the score 0-0.
Although DePauw eventually scored 

in the third quarter, Kenyon kept push-
ing for a goal and had its chances, espe-
cially in the fourth quarter. However, the 
Owls struggled to find the net, resulting 
in a 1-0 win for the Tigers. 

A few days later, Kenyon took on the 
College of Wooster. The Owls’ offense, 
previously shut out in their last three 
games, swiftly found success just over 
five minutes into the match. 

Hannah Paprotna ’24 scored her sec-
ond goal of the season after Grace Lane 
’25’s ball from a penalty corner found 
her at the Fighting Scots’ net. Wooster 

quickly responded with a goal, leveling 
the score at 1-1.

In the second quarter, Kenyon broke 
the tie with Lane’s impressive shot, tak-
ing a 2-1 lead. Shortly before halftime, 
Ella Haskins ’25 extended the lead to 3-1. 
These goals made it Kenyon’s second-
highest-scoring half of the 2023 season.

The second half saw limited offen-
sive action from both teams. Kenyon’s 
defense, led by Liz Cramer ’25, Lau-
ryn Rauschenberger ’24 and Lucy Scott 
’24, prevented any further goals from 
Wooster. Kenyon maintained its lead, 
outshooting Wooster 14-5 and gaining 
an 8-0 advantage in penalty corners. The 

game concluded with a 3-1 victory for the 
Owls, with Lydon making three crucial 
saves in goal.

In an email to the Collegian, Paprotna 
described the strengths of the team: “Our 
past few games we worked great as a team 
connecting passes and plays. Even if the 
other team scores first we come back fir-
ing.”

On Saturday, the Owls secured their 
second consecutive win with a 3-1 vic-
tory on the road against Transylvania 
University. The Owls bounced back from 
a 1-0 deficit early in the game to emerge 
victorious.

Lane played a crucial role in leading 
Kenyon’s offense, scoring the equalizer 
in the eighth minute. The Owls contin-
ued their offensive pressure, outshooting 
the Pioneers 4-0 in the second half. Abby 
Golub ’27 and Maren Lawrence ’27 each 
added goals, securing a 3-1 win for Ke-
nyon.

In total, Kenyon outshot Transylvania 
14-1, with a significant 10-1 advantage in 
shots on goal and a 13-3 lead in penalty 
corners, showcasing their offensive dom-
inance. 

Rounding out the busy week, Kenyon 
took on Washington and Jefferson Col-
lege, securing an 4-1 win. With goals 
from Lawrence, Lane and Lana Stone ’26 
(2), the Owls outshot the Presidents 14-4. 

The Owls will take on Earlham Col-
lege on Saturday, followed by their Senior 
Day game on Sunday against Concordia 
University (Wis.). “We are so excited for 
[our] senior game to finally be here,” Pa-
protna shared, “it’s going to be so excit-
ing to finally celebrate our class and how 
much we have been through since com-
ing in our freshmen year with the pan-
demic. We truly have been through so 
much together.” 

zalez ’26 made up the first notable 
duo. They received a first-round 
bye in the field of 64 doubles teams 
and then defeated the College of 
Wooster with a score of 8-4. In 
the third round, the duo secured 
an 8-6 victory against a pair from 
Washington University in St. Louis 
(Mo.), earning them a spot in the 
quarterfinals. However, their jour-
ney came to an end with an 8-6 loss 
in the next match against Denison 

University.
Eric Zhang ’25 and Alejandro 

Gonzalez ’27 also began with a 
first-round bye and went on to de-
feat John Carroll University with a 
score of 8-4. This was followed by 
an 8-6 victory against Washing-
ton University. Unfortunately, their 
run ended in the quarterfinals with 
an 8-3 loss to Case Western Reserve 
University.

Kenyon’s third doubles team 

consisted of Rakkan Audeh ’25 and 
Rishil Kondapaneni ’25. They won 
their first-round match against op-
ponents from Alma College (Mich.) 
with a score of 8-3 but were defeat-
ed in the second round, also with a 
score of 8-3, by opponents from the 
University of Chicago (Ill.).

In the singles category, all five of 
the Kenyon players advanced to the 
round of 32 in a field of 128 play-
ers. Zhang, Pocasangre Kreling, 

8K, the men’s team sent 10 runners, ultimate-
ly finishing in 12th place with a score of 336. 
Sam Rabieh ’25 led the Kenyon flock with a 
time of 27:48.1, while Jack Caine ’24 was right 
behind him, clocking in two seconds later at 
27:50.5. Rounding out the top three on the day 
was Noah Hopkins ’26 with a time of 28:05.4. 

A day later, six Kenyon runners competed 
in Kentucky, placing 38th out of 46 teams. 
Running in the 8K, Keegan Minahan ’24 was 
the first Owl across the finish line with a time 
of 26:09.5, finishing in 102nd place out of 427 
placing runners. Joshua Breard ’26 clocked in 
shortly after with a time of 26:26.4, a collegiate 
best. Finishing in the same minute as Mina-
han and Breard were Arthur Wellenstein ’27 

with a time of 26:47.2 and Peter Bernhardt 
’25 with a time of 26:59.4. The last two Owls, 
Owen Rodstrom ’26 and Henry Rodrigues 
’26, finished with times of 27:51.5 and 28:28.8.

Women: The women’s team had two com-
petitors in the pool of 141 runners in the Ohio 
Wesleyan Invitational. Running the 6K, first-
years Amelia Sims ’27 and Olivia Hiner ’27 
clocked in at 25:58.9 and 28:46.9, respectively. 

In Kentucky, Kenyon placed 26th over-
all out of 50 total teams in the 5K. Olivia Ide 
’27, running in her first collegiate 5K, finished 
in 22nd out of 400 total runners across all 
NCAA division levels with a time of 19:30.1. 
Kenyon’s next finisher was Penny Griffioen 
’27 with a time of 21:23.7, shortly followed by 

fellow first-year Eva Shannon ’27, who clocked 
in at 21:28.5. Two seniors rounded out Ken-
yon’s scoring finishes. Lorien Kauffman ’24 
and Jada Swearingen ’24 came in 184th and 
193rd, with times of 21:46.3 and 21:56.3, re-
spectively.  

Both cross country teams are nearing the 
end of their seasons. Kenyon will compete in 
the JennaStrong Fall Classic, hosted by Wilm-
ington College, on Oct. 13, the final tourna-
ment before the NCAC Championship two 
weeks later.  

Design Editor Olivia Hiner ’27  is a member 
of the women’s cross country team.

CHARLOTTE WALKER
SPORTS EDITOR

Audeh and Kondapaneni received 
first-round byes, won their second-
round matches and were eventually 
defeated in the third round. Ale-
jandro Gonzalez, without a first-
round bye, won his first two match-
es before falling in the subsequent 
round.

The Owls will start their spring 
season with a scrimmage against 
the University of Northwestern 
Ohio on Jan. 27, 2024. 

Thursday, October 12 | kenyoncollegian.com



The Kenyon football team 
picked up its first win of the 
season against Hiram Col-
lege on Sept. 30, before falling 
to Ohio Wesleyan University 
(OWU) on Saturday. The Owls 
are now 1-5 (1-3 NCAC) on the 
season.

Kenyon opened the scor-
ing in its Homecoming game 
against Hiram. Running back 
Jordon Benjamin ’26, who 
earned NCAC Offensive Play-
er of the Week honors, led the 
Owls downfield on their first 
possession of the game, pick-
ing up 39 rushing yards and 
the first of two touchdowns. 
Benjamin, who finished the 
day with 152 rushing yards, 
credited his teammates for the 
award. “I think it’s a cool title 
to have but without the [of-

Thursday, October 12 | kenyoncollegian.com12

Football team beats Hiram College in Homecoming game

With back-to-back tournaments, the 
Kenyon golf team continued its fall season 
in Douglasville, Georgia, at the West Pines 
Collegiate, hosted by Oglethorpe Universi-
ty (Ga.), where the Owls tied for seventh in 
a field of 18 teams. Then this past week, the 
Owls headed to the Tartan Invitational in 
Ligonier, Pennsylvania, hosted by Carnegie 
Mellon University (Pa.). 

In the two-round tournament the team 
was once again paced by two first-years: 
Jaiden Koonar ’27 and Jonathan Oakes ’27. 
In the Owls’ first round of play on Monday, 
the team shot for a score of 305, leaving Ke-
nyon in a tie for 10th place. Both Koonar 

Golf closes out its fall season with back-to-back tournaments

Over the past two weeks, the Ken-
yon volleyball team faced two NCAC 
foes and one non-conference op-
ponent. Despite strong showings in 
all of three of the matches, the Owls 
were unable to claim a win. The team 
is now 3-14 (0-3 NCAC) on the sea-
son.

The Owls traveled to Wittenberg 
University on Sept. 30 to take on the 
Tigers, falling in straight sets, 25-14, 
25-19, 25-21. The Tigers have histori-
cally dominated Kenyon, winning 

Volleyball continues season, struggles in conference play
OLIVIA BRAUN
STAFF WRITER

KATIE SPARVERO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Benjamin scored two touchdowns.  | COURTESY OF GRAHAM STOKES

fensive line (O-line)] and their 
blocking there would be no run 
game,” he wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. “I always want 
my praise and success to go to 
the O-line and everyone block-
ing for me.”

Kenyon doubled its lead to 
open the second quarter, as 
Henry Wendorf ’27 connected 
with Dylan Carlquist ’26 on a 
39-yard passing touchdown. 
Down 14-0, the Terriers did 
not go away easily, cutting 
the deficit to five points after 
a field goal and a touchdown. 
Though the Owls’ final pos-
session of the quarter started 
strong, they settled for a field 
goal to lead 17-9 at halftime. 

After stalling out on the 
first possession of the second 
half, Kenyon rode the momen-
tum of a Hiram fumble that 
pinned the Terriers’ defense 

at their own 25-yard line. The 
Owls again relied on the run-
ning game, as Benjamin’s gains 
on the ground drove a pos-
session that Nolan Dirks ’27 
capped off with his first col-
legiate touchdown. Kenyon’s 
defense stif led Hiram, keep-
ing the Terriers off the board 
and even tacking on a safety 
in the third quarter, as the 
Owls’ offense grew the lead to 
33-9 heading into the game’s 
final frame. Each team added 
on a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter, and Kenyon came 
away with a well-earned 40-16 
Homecoming victory.

For Dirks, who had two 
touchdowns and ran for 88 
yards against the Terriers, 
Homecoming Weekend made 
the victory and his first touch-
downs especially sweet. “Scor-
ing a collegiate touchdown has 

always been a dream of mine 
since I started playing when 
I was eight, and being able to 
score twice, on Homecoming, 
with my family there cheering 
meant everything,” he wrote 
in an email to the Collegian. 
“My teammates’ reactions were 
amazing and made the game so 
much more memorable.”

Benjamin hopes that the 
team can use its win against 
Hiram to find success 
throughout the season. “[The 
win] meant that we can do it,” 
he said. “Losing four straight 
games isn’t easy for anybody 
in any sport but this win told 
us that we absolutely do have 
the power to beat teams and 
we just need to be focused all 
game like we were during the 
Hiram game to achieve that 
success again.”

Unfortunately, Kenyon was 
not able to continue its success 
against OWU on Saturday. The 
Battling Bishops got off to a 
strong start, jumping ahead to 
a 13-0 lead after the first quar-
ter. Though the Owls made 
gains throughout the second 
quarter, they were unable to 
find the endzone. The host 
Battling Bishops never took 
their foot off the gas, taking a 
35-0 lead into the locker room. 
OWU added touchdowns in 
each of the final two frames, 
and, though Benjamin scored 
his fifth touchdown of the sea-
son, Kenyon fell 48-7.

Jared Hancock ’26, who led 

the team with nine tackles, be-
lieves that the game against 
the Battling Bishops revealed 
the importance of prepara-
tion. “Against OWU, I thought 
we had great energy again go-
ing into the game, along with a 
good week of practices, which 
gave us the momentum to be 
confident on game day,” he 
wrote in an email to the Colle-
gian. “Something we can learn 
from OWU is that we need to 
keep stringing good practice 
weeks together so we can build 
something great.”

Kenyon will have its bye 
week this weekend, but the 
Owls will return to McBride 
Field to take on the Wabash 
College Little Giants on Oct. 
21. Dirks highlighted the im-
portance of limiting a Wa-
bash team that is undefeated in 
conference play. “We need to 
maintain long possessions and 
put points up on the board, be-
cause they have a very potent 
offense and we need to do ev-
erything we can to keep [the 
ball] out of their hands,” he 
said.” 

Benjamin believes that the 
team can use the bye week to 
get healthier, while Hancock 
emphasized the importance 
of continuing to improve out-
side of games: “We just need 
to bring our best out at every 
practice and compete in every 
aspect of the game, and we will 
find success against Wabash.” 

and Oakes scored a three-over round of 74, 
while Garrett Thesing ’24 followed close 
behind, shooting 77.

A day later, the Owls headed back to the 
fairways with newfound confidence. Both 
first-years headed the charge, as Koonar 
carded seven birdies and an eagle on the 
day for a final score of 143, earning him 
eighth place in the field of 96. Oakes went 
1-under and ended the weekend with a 144 
and tie for 9th. Will Hulsey ’26 rounded 
out the top three Kenyon finishes, shooting 
a 75 on Tuesday. The team shot a 292 in the 
final round on Tuesday, giving them a total 
team score of 597 for the weekend.

Koonar was pleased with the Owls’ 
comeback: “We were all pretty happy with 

how solid this tournament went,” he wrote 
in an email to the Collegian. “[W]e showed 
ourselves that we can limit high scores, but 
we want to make our lowest scores even 
lower”. 

A week later, the Owls took part in 
the Tartan Invitational at the Laurel Val-
ley Golf Club. Kenyon sent five golfers — 
Oakes, Koonar, Thesing, Hulsey and Rob-
bie Lifson ’27.  Just like in their last outing, 
the Owls rallied on the second day to move 
up a few places, finishing in 8th and shoot-
ing an overall team score of 926 on the par 
72 course. Looking to continue his stel-
lar first season in Ligonier, Koonar shot a 
222 with rounds of 76, 73 and 73, earning 
him a fifth-place individual finish out of 

75 other golfers. This finish led him to be 
named in the All-Tournament team as one 
of the top seven performers. Koonar’s per-
formance was followed up by Oakes, who 
shot a three-round total of 232 with rounds 
of 80, 75 and 77.

With the fall season now over, the Owls 
will return in the spring hoping to take 
back the conference crown they won just 
two seasons ago. Koonar is eager to return 
in March, and is optimistic about the 2024 
season: “We have a solid team this year 
and if we keep practicing hard I think we 
will be in contention in quite a few tour-
naments this spring.”

the last 18 meetings between the two 
teams. Although the Owls struggled 
offensively, only recording 16 kills 
to Wittenberg’s 41, there were many 
positives on the defensive side. Four 
Kenyon players recorded at least six 
digs apiece, with libero Lauren Blake-
more ’26 leading the pack with eight. 
Three Owls also recorded aces in the 
third set, including Arianna Flota ’27, 
who wrote in an email to the Col-
legian that despite the loss, she saw 
the positives of the day: “I was very 
proud of everyone and thought it was 
a major turning point for [the team’s] 

game play in the season.”
Last Wednesday, the Owls were 

on the road again at Defiance College 
for a non-conference matchup. Ke-
nyon has never been able to capture 
a victory against Defiance and ulti-
mately lost 3-1 after winning the sec-
ond set. Despite the score, the Owls’ 
offense put up impressive numbers. 
Maggie Wolf ’26 dished out 35 as-
sists, the most in a single game this 
season for the Owls. In its second 
set victory, Kenyon recorded 15 kills 
to Defiance’s seven, which helped it 
maintain a lead throughout the set. 

Kenyon also put up a better overall 
hitting percentage at .301 compared 
to Defiance’s .261, showing a strong 
offensive effort from the Owls.

On Saturday, Kenyon hosted the 
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) 
Battling Bishops, who currently rank 
first in the NCAC volleyball stand-
ings. Despite the loss, the Owls didn’t 
let the Battling Bishops push them 
around and kept each set close, re-
cording a final score of 25-18, 25-22, 
25-23. Kenyon fought to tie the match 
eight different times in the second 
set and even got out to a strong start 

in the third set, leading 11-7. How-
ever, OWU fought back and scored 
five points in a row at the end of the 
match to secure the victory. On of-
fense, Lindsey Abramson ’24 and 
Aura Barinas ’26 led the team with 
seven and six kills, respectively. On 
defense, Becca Gwynne ’26 recorded 
five of the team’s six blocks and Wolf 
led the team in digs, picking up 16.

The Owls are on the road again 
this Saturday as they travel to Wester-
ville, Ohio, for a pair of non-confer-
ence matchups against Heidelberg 
College and Otterbein University.

MORGAN BOONE
STAFF WRITER
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