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Kenyon reacts to stricter enforcement of party guidelines

This semester, the Office of Campus 
Safety began enforcing a 20-person oc-
cupancy limit for on-campus apartments, 
including the North Campus Apartments 
(NCAs) and New Apartments (New Apts). 
This capacity limit is accompanied by new 
policies regarding how student organiza-
tions can register for and host Social Events 
With Alcohol (SEWAs), commonly known 
to students as “all-campuses.” These poli-
cies come as part of an overarching series 
of changes by Kenyon’s Student Affairs Di-
vision designed to help encourage student 
safety and ease communication for organiz-
ing SEWAs. 

Prior to this semester, the policy for host-
ing a SEWA required registered student or-
ganizations to register for the party by noon 
on Tuesdays to host an event the following 
weekend. Student organizations were also 
required to reserve event spaces such as the 
Old Kenyon basement, register members of 
the organization to complete online safety 
training, inform the Office of Student En-
gagement (OSE) of alcohol quantities and 
correspond with Campus Safety to help en-
sure further student safety at the start and 
end of the event. 

While several SEWAs were hosted in 
the last two years under these scheduling 
guidelines, Director of Student Engagement 
Caleb Young said that the previous time 
frame placed stress on the OSE in terms of 
ensuring all volunteer members of the or-
ganization were both verified to be over 21 
and had completed safety training. Accord-
ing to Young, Campus Safety often had to 
bring in extra staffing, and the short time 
frame strained the Maintenance and Facili-
ties department, who assist with fencing for 
outdoor patios. 

“To do this in a [three-to-four] day time 
window under the old process put a lot of 
pressure on our various campus partners, 
and our student organizations themselves 
to complete follow-up and last minute re-
quests in such a short timeframe,” Young 
wrote in an email to the Collegian. 

This semester, the OSE instituted three 
primary changes to the process for register-
ing SEWAs in response to the issues with 
the previous system. One new policy is that 
requests to host a SEWA must be submitted 
at least 10 business days in advance of the 
proposed event, instead of the Tuesday pri-
or to the weekend. This means that the lat-
est possible date for organizations to regis-
ter a SEWA is the Monday two weeks prior. 
Another major guideline addresses events 
held on private properties or in off-campus 
spaces, requiring that organizations host-
ing parties off-campus must register the 
event and adhere to the same policies as on-
campus events. Lastly, only one SEWA is al-
lowed per weekend night (each Friday and 
Saturday), with a maximum of two events 
per weekend. 

In addition to the three major policy 
updates, Young added that the maximum 
capacity for registered BYOB events was 
increased from 100 to 120 and that social 

RACHEL BOTKIN 
NEWS EDITOR

hosts for sponsoring student organizations 
may now be younger than 21. According 
to Young, Student Council reviewed a pro-
posed draft of the changes along with a stu-
dent advisory board, who provided feed-
back during last spring semester. OSE also 
collaborated with multiple administrative 
offices, including Campus Safety, Campus 
Events and Student Rights and Responsi-
bilities. 

Along with lessening the strain on the 
OSE and other related departments, Young 
noted that these changes — particularly the 
policy addressing off-campus SEWAs — 
were intended to lessen perceived inequali-
ties between student organizations. Unlike 
last semester, fraternities with private prop-
erties off-campus, such as Delta Tau Delta 
(Delts) and Beta Theta Pi (Betas), will now 
have to register all-campus events in the 
same manner as on-campus SEWAs. No so-
rorities currently have a private property to 
host all-campus events, and will still have 
to use on-campus locations to host SEWAs. 

Young highlighted that this change may 
be a step towards reducing inequality be-
tween Greek organizations on campus, 
while also ensuring safety guidelines are 
being followed. “There was a strong desire 
from multiple groups to ensure that all stu-
dent organizations follow the same process 
and policies when it pertains to the oppor-
tunity to host social events with alcohol,” 
Young said. “The current policy now puts 
all student organizations under the same set 
of rules in an effort to address some of the 
inequalities.” Young added that organiza-
tions who have access to private properties 
or off-campus spaces were sent additional 
communication over the summer to clarify 
the registration process for the fall semester. 

Laura Woomer ’24, president of Epsilon 
Delta Mu sorority (EDM), emphasized that 
while these changes make hosting a SEWA 
a longer process, it does not mean that all-
campus events have been banned — only 
that they require more extensive planning.

“I think people assume that the Greek 
organizations can just throw parties,” 
Woomer said in an interview with the Col-
legian. “[But] there’s so many hoops to jump 
through, and so many Ohio laws to get 
around too. It’s a very involved process.”

According to Hannah Long ’25, a mem-
ber of EDM and one of the planning chairs 
for the sorority, the lengthened timeline for 
registering SEWAs meant that all-campus 
events have been delayed later than they 
would have been in previous years. Long 
and Woomer met with the OSE on the first 
day of classes, Aug. 25, and were told that 
the earliest date they could register for a 
SEWA was Sept. 15. 

“We’re about two weeks later than we 
would have been on normal years,” Long 
said. “It’s definitely a longer process than it 
was last year… I didn’t realize a lot of the 
timeline changes until I went in.” 

While Woomer and Long are excited to 
host ‘Wild, Wild West,’ the first all-campus 
event of the academic year, they also ex-
pressed discontent with the lack of trans-
parency regarding the new registration pol-
icies. “It does feel like there’s more policing 

around what students can and can’t do, and 
information is maybe intentionally out of 
reach and hard to access,” Woomer said. “It 
just feels very inaccessible.” 

Long also mentioned that due to Ken-
yon’s small, pedestrian-friendly nature, the 
campus generally provides a safer opportu-
nity for students to drink than a larger cam-
pus would, because students do not need to 
drive or travel off-campus for social life. She 
worried that the new restrictions and lack 
of social events on campus may lead to stu-
dents seeking opportunities to drink in less 
safe ways, such as binge drinking or leaving 
campus. 

“We aren’t advocating for underage 
drinking in any way,” Long said. “But I do 
think that students who are 21 should have 
the opportunity, if they choose, to ingest al-
cohol and have it in a place where they can 
mingle with their peers and enjoy the night, 
without feeling like they have to make other 
risks, such as traveling off campus, to do so.” 

Along with the changes for register-
ing and hosting SEWAs, another factor 
that may affect social life on-campus is 
the 20-person occupancy limit for student 
apartments, where informal gatherings and 
parties are often hosted over the weekends. 
In an email sent out to the student body on 
Wednesday, the Office of Campus Safety 
clarified that the occupancy limits for non-
apartment residences are three to four peo-
ple for a single room, five to nine people for 
a double and 10 to 14 people for a triple. Ac-
cording to Director of Campus Safety Mi-
chael Sweazey, these occupancy limits were 
determined by the square footage of each 
residential space, which may vary across 
campus.

“Student Engagement, Facilities, Resi-
dential Life and Campus Safety works very 
closely with the Mount Vernon Fire Depart-
ment (MVPD) to ensure that the campus is 
in compliance with the fire codes,” Sweazey 
wrote in an interview to the Collegian. “If 
the campus violates the state codes, which 
have been put in place to ensure the safety of 
the occupants of the buildings, it could face 
serious sanctions.” 

Senior Director of Campus Life James 

Jackson also clarified that the 20-person 
limit for apartments varies per place, rang-
ing from 17 to 22 persons. “20 was almost 
like rounding up,” he said in an interview 
with the Collegian. “They just said, OK, 20 
across the board.” Jackson also emphasized 
that these standards and occupancy lim-
its have always been present on campus, 
though enforcement has been relatively lax 
in the years following the pandemic. Ac-
cording to both Jackson and Sweazey, the 
recent enforcement of the occupancy limits 
is primarily intended  to increase  student 
safety on campus and comply with MVPD’s 
guidelines for Ohio’s Fire Code. 

The enforcement has left some students 
confused as to why Campus Safety has been 
more active in shutting down student-host-
ed parties in the NCAs and New Apts. In 
addition, closing down parties in the NCAs 
on the weekends has resulted in many stu-
dents socializing outside the apartments, 
where Campus Safety officers have asked 
them to disperse as well. 

According to Jackson, Campus Safety 
officers’ efforts to break up outdoor gather-
ings is not related to Ohio’s Fire Code but 
rather to the Village of Gambier’s noise or-
dinances, which the College complies with. 
In addition, the College’s website adds that 
amplified sound cannot be played outdoors 
past 10 p.m. without prior approval from 
OSE and the Village of Gambier. 

“If it starts out as a group of 10 here, a 
group of 10 there, then ultimately those 
groups become so large that they become 
one massive group, which is then more like-
ly that there’s a violation of the noise ordi-
nance,” Jackson said. 

For some students, Campus Safety’s en-
forcement of the noise ordinance has felt 
too stringent and has resulted in interfer-
ence with student life on campus. “It feels 
like they’re going out of their way to make 
things harder,” Raphael Melo ’25 said in an 
interview with the Collegian.

Continued on page 4.

 All Goof No Ball, left, and a Campus Safety officer | ORION KRISTEL 
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Lowry Center dress code education efforts spark criticism

Renewed efforts to educate patrons on 
the Lowry Center dress code have brought 
both cropped shirts and Crocs under new-
found scrutiny. According to Lowry Cen-
ter officials, the code’s primary purpose is 
to reduce contact between skin and equip-
ment in order to minimize the spread of 
disease; however, recent endeavors to in-
form gym goers of the rules have sparked 
criticism among students for being ambig-
uous and overly restrictive. 

Director of Strength and Condition-
ing Chris Rosselot explained that the cur-
rent clothing standards have existed since 
2015; Center officials have simply revived 
their efforts to communicate them to stu-
dents this academic year. The dress code 
— which is posted around the gym and 
displayed in an abridged infographic on 
the screen outside of the Patterson Fitness 
Center — includes both general guidelines 
for attire and images of specifically pro-
hibited items. While sweatpants, sneak-
ers and shirts are permissible, Crocs, jean 
shorts, bare feet and sports bras worn as 
tops are highly discouraged. Tops are re-
quired to cover the entirety of the torso, 
to be “conservative in nature” and to have 
arm holes smaller than the area of the pa-
tron’s hand; bottoms should fully cover the 
buttocks and be free of rips. 

LIZ DEPROSPO
NEWS EDITOR

Cox Center launches ‘Owl Be Outside’ wellness program

Director of Athletics, Fitness & Recre-
ation Jill McCartney stressed that patrons 
will not be asked to leave or change out of 
non-compliant clothing; rather, employees 
will seek to open a dialogue with such pa-
trons about the health and safety benefits 
of reducing bare-skin contact with equip-
ment. By minimizing the skin in contact 
with machines, gym directors hope to re-
duce the topical spread of infections such 
as ringworm and Staphylococcus aureus 
(staph). Staph infections are of particular 
concern to McCartney, as an outbreak in 
2013 forced the center to temporarily shut 
down prior to her time as director, she said 
in an interview with the Collegian. 

Current enforcement policies are solely 
intended to inform patrons of the code; 
however, according to Rosselot, some staff 
are still being trained on how to approach 
gym goers regarding outfits that don’t meet 
Center standards. “We are continuously 
working to provide education for staff as 
well so please be patient with them if they 
approach you regarding the policy. This is 
a learning experience for all involved due 
to the lack of visibility of the policy previ-
ously,” Rosselot wrote in an email to the 
Collegian. 

Rosselot explained that the code was 
reviewed with the Civil Rights Office and 
stripped of the gendered imagery pres-
ent in previous iterations in order to sup-
port a more inclusive environment with-
in the gym. However, some students are 

DAISY NEWBURY
STAFF WRITER

On Sept. 1, the Cox Health and Coun-
seling Center launched its newest wellness 
program, ‘Owl Be Outside.’ Students partici-
pating in the program earn points by taking 
part in self-directed outdoor activities, such 
as playing lawn games, going on walks and 
attending certain Kenyon-sponsored events, 
which are announced through monthly 
emails. For the month of September, activi-
ties include outdoor painting at the Brown 
Family Environmental Center and playing 
capture the flag outside the Lowry Center. 

“The main idea behind the program is 

we hope students will see and receive the 
benefits of spending more time outdoors,” 
Student Council Safety and Wellness Com-
mittee Chairperson Madeline Vandeberg ’25 
wrote in an email to the Collegian. “We also 
hope this leads to change beyond the dura-
tion of the program leading students to con-
tinue to keep spending time outside after the 
program ends.”

Participants keep track of their points on a 
personal Google Sheet. Taking part in high-
lighted Kenyon activities is worth 10 points, 
while every twenty minutes spent outside is 
worth 2 points. Students can sign up for Owl 
Be Outside at any time in the year by using 

the link posted on the official website. 
Students can earn prizes such as Hy-

droflasks and sunglasses by earning points. 
There is no point threshold to earn these priz-
es. As long as a participant earns points in a 
given month, they are entered into the raffle 
for that month’s featured items. According to 
Vandeberg, this is because Owl Be Outside 
is not a competition; it is about encouraging 
students to enjoy their time outdoors. 

Research indicates a positive correlation 
between time spent outdoors and mental 
health, according to Associate Director of 
Health Promotion Holly Levin, who spear-
headed the program. According to a study 

published in the Journal of American Col-
lege Health in 2022, spending even just 10 
to 20 minutes in nature can significantly im-
prove mood among college students. 

Vandeberg encouraged students to par-
ticipate in the program. “It is an opportunity 
to try new things, attend campus events and 
benefit from the many different benefits the 
outdoors provide all while having the chance 
to win prizes for doing so,” she said. 

Vandeberg requested that any questions 
about the program be directed to wellness@
kenyon.edu. 

still critical of the rules, saying that the 
lack of specificity lends itself to the polic-
ing of bodies. One student-run Instagram 
account, @kacdresscoded, criticized the 
code as being unequitable in its applica-
tion to patrons — in addition to lacking 
in standardized rules about factors such 
as permissible fabrics and article length. 
“This new ‘dress code’ is not only inher-
ently unenforceable due to the lack of spe-
cific rules about lengths, fabrics and fit, 
but it seems to depend more on peoples’ 
bodies than the actual clothes,” one post 
caption read. “This is an equity issue that 
need[s] to be addressed as it inherently tar-
gets every — but specifically femme-iden-

tifying patrons — of the [L]owry [C]enter.”
Ultimately, Rosselot emphasized that 

developing and enforcing the code is an 
evolving process that may involve modi-
fication and incorporation of student and 
faculty feedback along the way. “There are 
many different types of dress policies in 
fitness facilities across the country, we are 
just working to find best practice for ours 
here in the Lowry Center. This policy is 
not a new policy, the Lowry Center is just 
making a renewed effort to educate and 
encourage the patrons to assist in reducing 
everyone’s potential exposure,” he said.
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CORRECTIONS
In last week’s article “Students find community at First Friday in Mount Vernon,” we incorrectly stated that First Fridays run from May to October. They run from June to 

September. Additionally, we stated that the Kenyon football team gave out free jerseys  for winners in a cornhole game. The Kenyon men’s lacrosse team gave these jerseys away. 
The Collegian regrets these errors.
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Student Council discusses COVID-19 testing, Homecoming

Campus welcomes alumni for swimming and diving reunion

The Student Council met 
on Sunday for the second 
time this academic year to 
discuss upcoming changes 
to the application process of 
new student organizations 
and the updated plan for CO-
VID-19 testing. 

Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Taylor Womack ’24 
kicked off the meeting by re-
minding everyone of the up-
dated change in the applica-
tion process for new student 
organizations. Specifically, 
Womack reiterated that any 
new organization is required 
to meet with her and Director 
of Student Engagement Caleb 

Kenyon welcomed nearly 500 swim-
ming and diving alumni, family mem-
bers and friends back to Gambier for 
the program’s largest-scale reunion to 
date over the weekend. Lords, Ladies 
and Owls all had the chance to swim, 
reconnect and celebrate. Legendary 
coach Jim Steen and swimmers Tere-
sa Fish née Zurick ’88, Sanders “Read” 
Boon ’03, Agnese Butler née Ozolina ’04 
and Andrejs Duda ’06 were all inducted 
into the Kenyon Athletics Hall of Fame. 
Throughout the course of the three-day 
event, Kenyon swimmers and divers of 
past and present got the chance to cel-
ebrate the NCAA’s most decorated pro-
gram.

Rachel Berger ’11, a host committee 
member and swimming alumna, de-
scribed the process of planning the re-
union as a labor of love. “We spent a little 
over nine months organizing and essen-
tially curating a special weekend for the 
alumni,” she said in an interview with 
the Collegian. “I think we all wanted to 
roll out the ‘purple carpet’ for everyone.” 

The reunion was packed to the gills 
with events for alumni and current 
swimmers alike. On Friday, attendees 
began arriving to the Hill, where signs 
with Steen’s most notable quotes dotted 

KATIE SPARVERO
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Young before meeting with 
the Student Life Committee. 
The deadline to apply is Oct. 
4 at 11:59 p.m. Womack also 
announced that first-year 
class elections are over and 
winners have been notified.  

Safety and Wellness Com-
mittee Chairperson Madelin 
Vandeberg ’25 described the 
updated COVID-19 protocol. 
As of May 11, federal fund-
ing and delivery of rapid CO-
VID-19 tests ceased for many 
private institutions across the 
U.S., including Kenyon. Last 
academic year, there were 
COVID-19 tests available in 
Gund Commons. However, as 
of this year, Kenyon is no lon-
ger offering rapid tests except 
through the Cox Health and 
Counseling Center. 

Vandeberg reminded the 
student body that if they need 
to test for COVID-19, they 
can make an appointment at 
the Health Center to get test-
ed as a part of a full upper re-
spiratory exam. There is also 
no out-of-pocket charge for a 
rapid COVID-19 test admin-
istered as part of the appoint-
ment. Additionally, Vande-
berg encouraged students 
who use at-home tests to still 
email the Health Center with 
positive results, and connect 
with Dean of Student Devel-
opment Robin Hart Ruthen-
beck regarding absences. 

Social Board Representa-
tive Lynne Bush ’25 reported 
that the Social Board held its 
first official meeting on Sept. 
5 and discussed plans for the 

upcoming semester. There 
will be a Homecoming Bon-
fire behind Gund Commons 
on Sept. 29 from 8-10 p.m. 
Food trucks will also be on 
campus starting Sept. 22, and 
will be accompanied by ac-
tivities such as tote bag deco-
rating; brunch “add-ons” will 
begin on Sunday. 

In addition, the Council 
reviewed a proposed amend-
ment to Article Six Section 
III of the Student Council by-
laws, which was discussed the 
previous week. The amend-
ment would remove a clause 
allowing for debt forgiveness 
for student organizations, 
and would continue to en-
force a mandatory payment 
plan instead. The Council 
unanimously voted to ap-

the lawns across campus. After getting 
the chance to explore their old haunts, 
guests convened to honor Fish, Boon, 
Butler and Duda’s induction into the 
Hall of Fame.

During their Kenyon careers, the 
honored swimmers earned a combined 
100 All-American honors and 74 NCAA 
titles. Despite the many accolades each 
of them collected during their time on 
the Hill, they found induction into the 
Hall of Fame difficult to fully describe. 
“I’m just very humbled and honored,” 
Duda, who won a program-record 24 
NCAA titles, said in an interview with 
the Collegian. 

“It is a huge honor and gives me chills 
when I think about all the amazing peo-
ple that are in [the Hall of Fame] and 
now I am part of that group, [it] seems 
impossible,” Butler, who was a three-
time Olympian with the Latvian national 
team, wrote in an email to the Collegian. 
Fish, who earned all 14 of her NCAA 
titles in relays, could hardly believe the 
distinction. “I actually think my induc-
tion was surreal — the fact that I was be-
ing inducted in the first place and then to 
be able to be inducted the same weekend 
as my coach,” she wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. 

The festivities continued on Satur-
day, as current and former swimmers 

got the chance to practice together and 
race. The alumni meet brought back 
memories for Duda, even as the passage 
of time brought its changes. “Although 
most alum[ni] were pretty out of shape, 
it was still great to have a little relay with 
the same people I had a relay with 15 
some years ago, and then being able to 
race current swimmers and just being in 
that culture of cheers and excitement,” 
he said. 

Performing the group cheer with 
more than five decades of swimmers was 
particularly meaningful for AC Fleenor 
’24. “To have 200 people all singing these 
cheers that have been sung for 50-plus 
years, gave me constant chill bumps. 
During ‘Stop, Look and Listen,’ the se-
niors and alumni get to stand on the 
bleachers and lead the cheer for all of the 
underclassmen,” she wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. “Standing up there with 
Ladies of the past and having all the un-
derclassmen look up to me made me cry.”

In the afternoon, alumni mingled 
with current swimmers at a network-
ing event, while other attendees took a 
tour of campus and spectated at various 
Kenyon athletic contests. At halftime of 
the Kenyon football game, the five Hall 
of Fame inductees were honored with a 
brief ceremony. Butler especially appre-
ciated the chance to stand on McBride 
Field: “I loved being able to walk on the 
football field during halftime for the 
[Hall of Fame] recognition. I had nev-
er been on any football field before this 
weekend.” 

For all the generations of Kenyon’s 
swimmers and divers, Steen’s induc-
tion on Saturday night was a highlight 
of the weekend. Steen, who won 50 
NCAA championships as a coach, had 
long deferred his induction into the Hall 
of Fame. In a letter he wrote to alum-
ni ahead of the reunion, he explained: 
“Since the inception of the Hall of Fame 
I have been often asked by Kenyon swim-
mers and divers to present them for in-
duction — an even greater honor for me. 
I’ve always felt the focus of attention dur-
ing the ceremony needs to be on these in-
dividuals, the real stars of the program.” 
However, in 2023, Steen finally agreed, 
playfully agreeing with a former swim-

mer who told Steen he needed to be in-
ducted “before he kicks the bucket!” 

For the athletes who competed under 
him, the man known as ‘Coachman’ was 
long overdue to enter the Hall of Fame. 
“He’s a living legend,” Duda said. “See-
ing him inducted and being inducted in 
the same weekend with myself and three 
other swimmers was pretty incredible. I 
would have just showed up for his induc-
tion without anybody else there.” Though 
Marko Krtinic ’24 never swam for Steen, 
he shared Duda’s sentiment. “I can defi-
nitely say that the four-hour wait was 
worth it, and I enjoyed every minute of 
his speech,” Krtinic wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. “He has built the program 
we have today with his swimmers and 
divers, and it is our responsibility to con-
tinue to preserve this excellence.”

Steen’s induction brought Butler and 
Fish back to their time swimming for Ke-
nyon. “It felt like my college days! A talk 
from Coachman was a bonus!” Fish said. 
“He is always a captivating speaker and 
it was the pep talk I needed.” Butler con-
curred: “It went long but those speeches 
were so emotional and inspiring that I 
will cherish them forever. Coach asking 
all of the swimmers who swam for him 
to come closer and sit around him during 
his speech was priceless — it felt like the 
good old days!”

Throughout the weekend, whether in 
the Steen Aquatic Center or on Middle 
Path, a sense of connection was omni-
present. Head Coach Jess Book ’01 was 
glad to get the chance to see the genera-
tions of Kenyon swimming and diving 
come together for a weekend. “We have a 
very tight-knit family of alumni that love 
the sport deeply,” he said in an interview 
with the Collegian. “To have a time to 
come back and reconnect with multiple 
generations of swimming and diving was 
a lot of fun.” 

Though the reunion ended on Sunday, 
the event and its expression of love for 
Kenyon swimming and diving’s commu-
nity will stay with Fleenor: “[I]t is an ex-
tremely hard thing to explain, but when 
you watch an event like this happen you 
can just feel the spirit of Kenyon.”

Jim ‘Coachman’ Steen, left | COURTESY OF KENYON COMMUNICATIONS

prove the amendment. 
Dean of Students Brian 

Janssen reminded students 
that there will be a Home-
coming wine tasting (avail-
able to students who are over 
21 years old) and ‘Cooking 
with Campus Safety’ in the 
coming weeks. He advised 
students to look out for an 
email with further informa-
tion. 

The next Student Council 
meeting will be held on Sun-
day at 7 p.m. in room 302 of 
Chalmers Library. All stu-
dents are welcome to attend 
either in person or remotely. 
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CSAD hosts Maureen O’Connor for Constitution Day talk

On Wednesday, Maureen O’Connor, for-
mer chief justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, 
gave a lecture titled “The Challenges and 
Triumph of Democracy in Ohio…What’s 
Next?” The talk, which was sponsored by 
the Center for the Study of American De-
mocracy (CSAD) in honor of Constitution 
Day, focused on Ohio’s past struggles with a 
powerful state legislature and partisan ger-
rymandering and suggested a path forward.

The event was the first CSAD lecture of 
the semester and was held in a packed Oden 
Hall Auditorium. Acting President Jeff Bow-
man introduced O’Connor as a dedicated 
public servant who served as a probate court 
magistrate, Common Pleas Court judge and 
lieutenant governor of Ohio before being 
elected to the Ohio Supreme Court in 2002 
and becoming its first female chief justice in 
2011. There O’Connor, a Republican, joined 
Democratic justices in rejecting multiple 
congressional maps drawn by state officials. 
She has continued to advocate for redistrict-
ing reform since retiring in 2022.

O’Connor began her lecture with an 
overview of the history of Ohio’s two state 
constitutions. The first was approved by the 
Constitutional Convention in 1802, three 
months before Ohio became a state. The 
drafters of the constitution created an excep-
tionally powerful legislature and a compara-
tively weak executive and judiciary, hoping 
to avoid another leader like Arthur St. Clair, 
the first governor of the Northwest Territory.

AUDREY BAKER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Village Council discusses new mayoral salary, infrastructure 

Although this structure worked at first, 
it began to falter as Ohio’s population grew. 
The state’s second constitution, ratified in 
1851, placed limits on the legislature’s au-
thority and gave voters the opportunity to 
decide every twenty years whether or not to 
hold a constitutional convention — a provi-
sion that was included to combat gerryman-
dering, according to O’Connor. 

Both Ohio’s constitution and the Con-
stitution of the United States “are the very 
embodiment of democracy,” O’Connor said, 
and they have changed along with American 
democracy itself. In 1912, Ohio progressives 
created the ability to amend the state consti-
tution through a simple majority vote. 

The state still faces significant challeng-
es, according to O’Connor. She cited Issue 
1, which would have raised the threshold 
to amend the constitution to sixty percent 
ahead of an abortion measure this Novem-
ber. Ohio is also “one of the most gerryman-
dered states in the country,” she said, and 
added that the redistricting amendments 
in 2015 and 2018 were flawed because the 
redistricting commission was filled with 
politicians who were interested in their own 
party’s success.

“They say that history repeats itself,” 
O’Connor said. “I see present-day politics in 
Ohio as dangerous for democracy if left un-
checked.”

 Just as 19th- and 20th-century Ohioans 
used the constitutional tools at their dispos-
al to fix the problems, so too can Americans 
in the 21st century, according to O’Connor. 
Her solution is to amend Ohio’s constitution 

LUCAS FLYNN
STAFF WRITER

On Monday night, the Gam-
bier Village Council met to discuss 
traffic safety concerns, an increase 
in the mayor’s salary, the installa-
tion of three new crosswalks and 
updates on the construction of a 
roundabout at the entrance to the 
Village.  

The meeting was first opened 
to the public to express their opin-
ions concerning daily life in Gam-
bier. One resident voiced concerns 
over speeding in the Village, not-
ing that many drivers ignore the 

limit and drive recklessly. “If 
someone’s hit, I’ll come back and 
say ‘I told you so,’” said the resi-
dent. He also expressed his desire 
for more deputies on campus, say-
ing he does not presently feel safe 
playing catch with his grandson in 
their yard. Other Village residents 
brought up topics relating to elec-
tric vehicle charging stations, util-
ity work on Brooklyn Avenue and 
tree planting at Oak Grove. 

The majority of the Coun-
cil’s discussion was dedicated to 
amending an ordinance concern-
ing Gambier Mayor Leeman Kes-
sler ’04’s salary. The mayor left the 

room for this discussion, as he felt 
it would be inappropriate to re-
main. His current salary is $12,000 
annually; the newly-approved pro-
posal doubled it to $24,000 per 
year. The numbers were based on 
other salaries of mayors in Knox 
County, as well as in other villages 
of similar size.  

“When we pay the mayor so 
little that he absolutely cannot live 
on it in the Village, even as a part-
time job, it really limits who can 
run for mayor,” said one council 
member. Another council mem-
ber agreed: “As of right now, only 
a retiree with a certain level of in-

come can do the job.” This eventu-
ally became the consensus, as the 
main goal in raising the salary was 
to broaden the pool of people will-
ing to compete for the position. 
Only one council member voted 
against the salary increase, which 
will come into effect next year.

The Council also authorized 
the installation of three pedes-
trian crosswalks in order to slow 
vehicles at the intersections of 
Wiggin Street and Meadow Lane, 
Wiggin Street and Acland Street 
and Meadow Lane across from the 
Village Community Center. “Our 
hope is to have those in place this 

with a measure that would create a “truly in-
dependent” citizens’ redistricting commis-
sion and a fully transparent map-drawing 
process. Voters’ success in defeating Issue 
1 is a good sign that an initiative like this 
would succeed. 

“We will keep the constitutional right 
to citizen empowerment to circumvent the 
legislature when it is not responsive to the 
needs of Ohioans,” she said.

Director of CSAD and Professor of Politi-
cal Science and International Studies Joseph 
Klesner enjoyed the lecture.

“O’Connor effectively conveyed two key 
messages — that gerrymandering is a grave 
threat to democracy and that in Ohio we 
have the constitutional tools to make the 
changes necessary to end the practice of ger-
rymandering,” he wrote in an email to the 
Collegian.

fall,” Mayor Kessler said.
The Council also approved a 

resolution which gives the Ohio 
Department of Transportation its 
support to begin construction of 
a new roundabout in June 2024, 
which will be located at the Village 
entrance where state Routes 229 
and 308 meet.  

The Council has several topics 
awaiting future deliberation, in-
cluding improving its own pub-
lic transparency, using the Lowry 
Center for other purposes and 
more traffic control measures. 

The next Village Council meet-
ing will be held on Monday, Oct. 2.  

Students, organizations contend with increased regulation
Continued from page 1.

 In particular, Melo discussed a concert 
hosted on Saturday, which featured five stu-
dent bands who performed outside the NCAs. 
According to Melo, the drummer for the band 
All Goof No Ball (AGNB), the concert began 
at around 7 p.m and was briefly shut down by 
a Campus Safety officer only fifteen minutes 
later. 

Melo and the organizers of the event had an-
ticipated Campus Safety intervening with the 
performance, a risk AGNB was willing to take. 
“The discussion was like, ‘we don’t want to start 
because we’ll get shut down,’” Melo explained. 
“And then I responded, ‘Well, good thing we’re 
going first.’” 

According to Sweazey, Campus Safety offi-
cers intervened in the performance because of 
its potential interference with noise ordinances 
for the Village of Gambier, but the officers pres-
ent found a way for the performance to con-
tinue. “[R]ather than taking unilateral action 
to shut it down, the officers chose to reach out 
to Student Engagement and Residential Life to 
resolve the issue,” Sweazey wrote. 

While the concert was interrupted, Melo 
and two other band members, Clark Webb ’25 
and Sam Chafe ’24, recounted that the com-
munity came together to support the bands 
and encourage them to continue playing. Chafe 
described how members of the men’s lacrosse 
team began chanting “let the boys play” as 
Campus Safety officers deliberated on whether 

to allow the bands to continue performing. 
“I had never seen that crossover before,” 

Chafe said. Webb added, “It was an amazing 
amount of unity in such a short amount of 
time.” 

Campus Safety allowed the concert to con-
tinue, so long as the performance was finished 
by 9 p.m. “I think every band got to play,” Melo 
said, though he added that the time frame did 
mean that D.J.s, who had hoped to perform, 
were cut off by the deadline. “But otherwise, it 
was cool.” 

Although Campus Safety had allowed the 
performance to continue, the band members 
expressed discontent at what they felt was an 
extension of anti-party sentiment by the Ken-
yon administration, both from the occupancy 

limits and the lack of SEWAs on campus so far. 
With the lengthened timeline for registra-

tion for SEWAs, along with Campus Safety’s 
increased enforcement of both the noise ordi-
nances and occupancy limits, the members of 
AGNB are worried that Kenyon’s administra-
tion is moving towards increased restrictions 
on student life overall.

“The breaking point is just the fact that peo-
ple want these things to happen, and they’re go-
ing to clash regardless,” Melo said. “This [con-
cert] was one of those points where that was 
going to happen.” 

Chafe agreed. “It’s my senior year,” he said. 
“I want the social scene back. [Campus Safety] 
is shutting down the things that the students 
love most.” 

COURTESY OF KENYON CSAD
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Kenyon’s Mayer Craft Cen-
ter sits nestled to the side of the 
North Campus Apartments, ap-
pearing in sharp contrast to their 
neat, suburban appearance. On 
the exterior, it is a large, some-
what foreboding gray barn with 
little decoration. 

This impression is lost, how-
ever, upon stepping inside: The 
kitschy ornaments and posters 
that adorn the Craft Center’s 
walls are a friendly reminder that 
all are welcome. On Sunday eve-
nings between 6:30 and 8 p.m., if 
you walk upstairs and past a mu-
ral featuring a knitting raccoon, 
you will run into a lively group 
of fiber arts enthusiasts ranging 
in expertise from seasoned vet-
erans to total newbies. This is Fi-

ber Arts Club, Kenyon’s home for 
knitting, crocheting, embroidery 
and just about any form of yarn 
manipulation you can think of. 

A typical Fiber Arts meeting 
consists of members simply sit-
ting down and picking up their 
needles or hooks, occasional-
ly chatting with their neighbors 
beside them. Often, one can see 
more experienced knitters help-
ing new attendees learn. New 
members sign out a pair of nee-
dles for the year and pick out 
their yarn of choice; besides this, 
there is little in the way of house-
keeping.

Described by co-presidents 
Paloma Fernandez ’26 and Nick 
Kloor ’26 as “a fluid space,” Fiber 
Arts prides itself on being an open 
artistic community. This helps to 
draw in Fiber Arts’ diverse mem-
bership, which ranges from ath-

letes to drama kids — Fernandez 
described it as a “ragtag group,” 
where yarn enthusiasts can come 
together and work independent-
ly on their own projects, whether 
it be a scarf, mittens or a friend-
ship bracelet. It is a relatively new 
club, started just four years ago 
by a group of recently graduated 
seniors. They passed Fiber Arts 
onto Kloor and Fernandez, who 
joked that they were given the 
presidency because “we were just 
there.” Fernandez added, “They 
didn’t know who to pass it on to, 
and we just showed up a lot and 
had the energy.”

One thing immediately no-
ticeable when entering any Fiber 
Arts meeting is that, despite its 
range of members working in-
dependently, there is a well-es-
tablished laid-back energy per-
meating the room. Kloor and 

Fernandez unanimously agreed 
that music is  their secret to the 
art of vibe cultivation. Calm mu-
sic plays throughout meetings, 
often Chet Baker or another jazz 
artist. 

Learning to knit can be a 
daunting task. When asked 
about advice for prospective 
newbies who might be afraid to 
try this new hobby, Fernandez 
offered this: “It’s really a learning 
curve; once you get it, you get it. 
It becomes muscle memory after 
a while.” Fernandez and Kloor 
advise beginner Fiber Arts en-
thusiasts to just stick with it, as 
it’s ultimately incredibly reward-
ing to be able to create some-
thing with your hands. Kloor, 
who learned to knit at Fiber Arts 
meetings just last year, quipped, 
“If I can do it, literally anybody 
can.” He cited his first project, 

which was intended to be a scarf 
but became a hammock. It could 
be seen on proud display at their 
involvement fair booth, a sign to 
newcomers that all are welcome 
in the Craft Center.

The Craft Center offers sev-
eral other avenues for creative 
expression beyond just host-
ing Fiber Arts club, with class-
es available in weaving, pottery, 
woodworking and stained glass. 
Registration for classes is held 
at the start of each semester, but 
it is important to be vigilant in 
checking for the Craft Center’s 
emails, as classes, especially 
more popular ones like pottery, 
can fill up in a matter of minutes. 
Outside of Kenyon, Gambier has 
its own Community Fiber Arts 
circle, which meets in the book-
store each Wednesday. 

Harcourt Parish House feeds students’ mouths and spirits
PARKER WILSON
STAFF WRITER

remembers the Friday Cafe fondly from 
her time as a student, describing it as “a 
really wonderful community event,” and 
added that the Cafe was still up and run-
ning when she returned to work at the 
Parish in 2015. 

In more recent years, the Parish House 
has transformed into a place where stu-
dents and community members can 
find time to relax, study and join Mon-
day night dinners, which Kessler likes to 
call “Open Table” dinners, as anyone in 
the community is welcome. Kessler de-
scribed how she wanted to “explore dif-
ferent ways to make the parish house a 
service we can offer the wider commu-
nity” and that she “loves seeing more 
students using [the house].” Some of the 
formats she has played with include in-
formal communion services, communi-
ty gatherings and the more recent “Bagel 
Breakfasts,” an easy way for students and 
others to connect — and what better way 
to do that than over a tasty, toasty bagel?

Despite the enduring community feel-
ing that the Parish House fosters, the 

space was not in use during the pandem-
ic, and the house slowly fell into disre-
pair. “The church had to put a lot of work 
into making it a space that was actually 
sustainable for us to keep using,” Kes-
sler said. Once the community was able 
to gather again, Kessler “realized the 
greatest need was simply a space for stu-
dents to be together. For a long time we 
saw the Parish House as more of a space 
for isolated events and it wasn’t a place 
people could just be and hang out.” Kes-
sler wants these dinners and other events 
to “be a space where students can be fed 
both spiritually and literally, where they 
have space to share questions and gain 
some sense of understanding about their 
religious identity.”

Dinnergoers gladly offered their own 
perspective on the house. “As a deeply 
religious person, having such a welcom-
ing and big community of youth to in-
teract with has been really really fun,” 
Ellie Manning ’26, one of three Student 
Chaplains, said. She added that this 
was a delightful contrast to the lack of 

youth participants in her spiritual space 
at home. Jeremy Roberts ’26 also shared 
his thoughts on the space, noting that he 
particularly likes “utilizing the space to 
have intellectual and religious conversa-
tions with others [and] talk about college 
happenings.” Denil Joseph ’26 agreed, 
saying how much he enjoys “meeting new 
people and hanging out with people I al-
ready know,” and also being able to have 
“something to do, a place to be outside 
of school.”

The Parish House continues to evolve 
as a space for students and community 
members alike, with a newly incorpo-
rated library and ongoing community 
gatherings for all to attend regardless 
of religious background. Kessler has al-
ready done tremendous work to make 
this charming abode open to all. “I love 
students feeling at home here. I hope we 
can build on that. I hope all students will 
find the Parish House as a space where 
they can feel safe and welcome — even 
if it’s just to come grab a bagel Thursday 
mornings.”

Knitty City: Fiber Arts Club crochets its way into community

Guests enjoy an “Open Table” dinner at the Parish House. |  COURTESY OF THE HARCOURT PARISH

Nestled along the hilly stretch of West 
Brooklyn Street stands the Parish House, 
which has humbly served the Kenyon 
community for many years. Owned by 
Harcourt Parish and now overseen by 
Reverend Rachel Kessler ’04, this quaint 
abode holds more history and charm 
than meets the eye. For over 30 years, the 
Parish House has functioned as a gath-
ering place for members of the Episcopal 
community and beyond.

In an email to the Collegian, Kessler 
shared her thoughts and memories re-
garding this beloved meeting spot. The 
history of the house spans decades, 
though Kessler’s memories of it go back 
to the early 2000s, when two members 
of the community, Joyce Klein and Peg-
gy Turgeon, hosted a “Friday Cafe” at 
the house, where “members of campus 
and around Gambier could buy a sim-
ple lunch.” The Klein-Turgeon kitchen 
holds a plaque in their memory. Kessler 
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Peirce’s sweet treat alchemy: a look at Peirce’s dessert station 
6

ZACHARY EISENMAN
STAFF WRITER
MADELEINE LAWLOR
STAFF WRITER

At the heart of our campus, 
where academic rigor meets bal-
anced diets, lies a neo-gothic 
building with a tower reaching 
high toward the sky, acting as 
a beacon for hungry students. 
Peirce Dining Hall has been a 
staple at Kenyon College since 
its opening in 1929. Though cer-
tain elements have changed, such 
as the unveiling of “New Side” 
to accommodate larger crowds, 
students’ incessant need for des-
serts remains the same. Since the 
dawn of time, desserts have been 
a staple of meals across the globe. 
At Peirce, they are just as sacred. 

The dessert table’s consistent 
high quality is due to a will-
ingness to innovate behind the 
scenes. As Kenyon’s first pastry 
chef, Beth Fonner brings a lot to 
the table, both literally and fig-
uratively. When asked about the 
inspiration behind her desserts, 
Fonner (known to those around 
Peirce as ‘Chef Beth’) offered a 
brief lesson in culinary science: 
“People eat with their eyes.” She 
focuses on color, texture and 
contrast to display the day’s 
menu. The result is a diverse rep-

ertoire of desserts with a unique 
array of flavor profiles that make 
the station enticing to students. 
Fonner maintains that variation 
is crucial because “people get 
bored easily when they have the 
same thing over and over.”

 Until Fonner became the 
head pastry chef seven years ago, 
Peirce only served two types of 
dessert all day, which were baked 
and served in the same pan. To 
break the monotony, she focused 
on improving the way desserts 
were presented and distributed. 
This meant expanding the selec-
tion to include a wider range of 
bars, cookies and pastries. Stu-
dents loved having more options 
to choose from, and increased 
demand led Fonner to rewrite the 
menu for good. 

While there is definitely a lo-
gistical component to the des-
serts, the baking process is fore-
most a labor of love. Fonner’s 
creativity and experience shine 
through every step in the food 
production process. “I might 
have only 50 ingredients, but I 
can make about 150 different 
things,” she said. Her secret is 
cross-utilizing her inventory. In 
Fonner’s kitchen, the same base 
can be used to turn a Birthday 
Bar into an Oreo Cheesecake Bar. 
Her inventiveness and extensive 
knowledge of Peirce’s inventory 

couple to form the heart of Ken-
yon’s iconic dessert rotation. 

Baking dessert for a thou-
sand-plus students is a tall or-
der. On a typical day, the kitch-
en produces an average of 900 
cookies. For the various dessert 
bars offered at each meal, the 
baking team uses a workaround 
by baking three to four sheets 
of every bar — around seven to 
eight hundred portions. Around 
fifteen hundred pieces of dessert 
go out each day, meaning one 
week amounts to more than ten 
thousand servings. 

With so many desserts, it’s 
natural to worry about what 
happens to excess servings. In 
order to prevent food waste, 
Fonner and the bakery team put 
the uneaten sweets into a freez-
er, where they are saved for a day 
when desserts are running low. 

When asked what her per-
sonal favorite Peirce dessert was, 
Fonner replied: “I actually don’t 
eat a lot of desserts, ironically, 
but my favorite ‘addiction bar’ 
is the ooey gooey bar.” Among 
students, lemon bars, molasses 
cookies and lemon cup parfaits 
are crowd favorites. 

But no matter which sweet 
treat students choose to end 
their meal with, the dedication 
of the Peirce staff is evident in 
every bite. Peirce cookies |  YAELL URRUNAGA

Language tables offer students conversation and connection

Every Tuesday and Wednesday, Ken-
yon students enter the Alumni Dining 
Room on the lower f loor of Peirce Din-
ing Hall to engage in lively chatter in 
multiple languages.

Language tables are a tradition of the 
Modern Languages and Literatures de-
partment. The tables meet at different 
times, offering anyone on campus the 
opportunity to practice speaking a for-
eign language over lunch or dinner.  The 
conversation can begin at the variety (or 
the lack thereof) of Peirce’s food offer-
ings for the day. From then on, it’s inter-
national waters — anything can happen.

Some language courses require en-
rolled students to attend the tables a 
certain number of times or allow them 
to nullify one absence with three vis-
its, Merlin Thirion-Gueltas, a Fulbright 

Foreign Language Teaching Assistant 
(FLTA) for the French department, not-
ed. However, many attendees are there 
simply to immerse themselves in lan-
guages and cultures. 

Although united under that com-
mon goal, each person carries their 
own specific background that brings 
them to the table. The reason can be as 
straightforward as wanting some extra 
conversation practice. “My speaking is 
not very good, and I’d like to improve. 
There’s no point in learning a language 
if I can’t speak it with people,” said Han-
nah Dunn-Helton ’27. But students also 
come from a place of intellectual curi-
osity: “[There’s a student who] wants 
to study maps and Middle Ages histo-
ry, specifically in the Middle East,” said 
Hind Ashraf Hosny, FLTA for the Arabic 
department. Some have a religious pur-
pose: “[Two students] want to read the 

Quran in the original language, not the 
translations,” Hosny added. More of-
ten than not, language table attendees 
are motivated by people — experienc-
es in multilingual neighborhoods, new 
friends who speak other languages, im-
migrant family members. These are the 
people who the attendees are putting ex-
tra effort into communicating with. 

International students can seek out 
the comfort of speaking their mother 
tongue at the tables, but there’s more to 
it: “Actually if I speak Chinese when I 
am sitting with my friends, sometimes 
we will use English words because it’s 
just easier to express,” said Susan Li ’27. 
She added, “But at the Chinese table, I 
think we’re supposed to speak Chinese 
only, so [even though] I want to speak 
some English words, I forced myself not 
to do so.” For international students who 
have grown accustomed to code-switch-

ing in the middle of sentences, language 
tables can present both familiarity and a 
pleasant challenge. 

The topics being discussed are as di-
verse as the attendees’ backgrounds. 
They range from weekend plans, vege-
tarianism, the new Studio Ghibli film 
and cat vs. dog preferences to the expe-
rience of dreaming in another language. 
The conversation is occasionally punc-
tuated by segues into short language les-
sons — a living fish is pez while a dead 
one is pescado, Visiting Instructor of 
Spanish Janelle Gondar reminded stu-
dents at the Spanish table.

The instructors are not at the lan-
guage tables as grammar correctors 
alone. They are there, above all, to ensure 
that the tables are welcoming spaces for 
students of all origins and language lev-
els. “I think that a beginner could defi-
nitely come in and be accommodated,” 
Dunn-Helton said. Beyond being mod-
erators of the tables’ conversation, the 
instructors are also active participants. 
They treat students to stories of their 
years in their home countries or abroad 
and take a genuine interest in students’ 
personal life. 

Although the process of translating a 
word into another language might not al-
ways end in exact equivalents, this chal-
lenge did not deter the tables’ attendees 
from trying together. At one point, the 
Spanish table launched into a quest for 
the Spanish equivalent of ‘wholesome,’ 
with each person adding their input be-
fore settling on lindo. At the French ta-
ble, one student was wondering about 
the translation for ‘marching band,’ 
which prompted the French FLTA Thiri-
on-Gueltas to search the dictionary and 
ultimately discover a new word for both 
him and the student. “You learn new 
things every day,” he said cheerfully. 

CHAU ANH NGUYEN
STAFF WRITER

A meeting of the Chinese table in the Alumni Dining Room |  CHAU ANH NGUYEN



Otto Ege’s portfolio display is a culmination of art history 
ZOE ZEHNDER
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Maria Alejandra Vallejos ‘25 helped curate the exhibition over the Summer. | BRITTANY LIN

CLASS 
CLASH

Weekly Scores 34

Liza Borghesani ’24 

Senior Class Total: First-Year Class Total:Sophomore Class Total:Junior Class Total:
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John Franz ’25 Jonah Hyre ’27Margot Wong ’26

Name one song in the first-year 
sing.

True or false: There is a harp 
ensemble offered at Kenyon.

What did Gund Gallery change its 
name to?

What was the Horn Gallery’s first 
event this year?

Answer

“Kokosing Farewell,” 
“The Thrill,” “Stand Up 
and Cheer,” “Philander 

Chase”

True

The Gund

Horn Open Mic

“Philander Chase”

The Galleria?

“Philander Chase”

True

Open Mic

The Gund

True True

Open Mic

Compiled by Sacha Franjola, Delilah 

Locke and Dorothy Yaqub

The Gund

True

Open Mic

“Kokosing Farewell”

Open Mic

4

“Kokosing Farewell”

The Gallery

3

On Aug. 11, Bulmash Exhibition Hall in 
Chalmers Library revealed its newest col-
lection of artwork: medieval manuscripts. 
Titled “Otto Ege’s Portfolio: Fifty Original 
Leaves from Medieval Manuscripts,” the 
exhibit prompts the obvious question: Who 
is Otto Ege? 

The infamous Otto Ege (1888-1951) was 
notorious even in his own time, gaining a 
reputation from repeated acts of biblio-
clasm. Ege ripped out individual pages of 
medieval manuscripts and rebound them 
into 40 portfolios, each containing 50 leaves 
taken from random manuscripts. He mar-
keted these portfolios as a valuable resource 
for researching the history of the Bible, 
book illustration and paleography, repeat-
edly defending his actions with the justifi-
cation that the portfolios made the manu-
scripts more accessible to the public, and 
sold them to museums and libraries. Even 
over 70 years later, Ege’s portfolios are held 
in many university libraries across the US 
and Canada. 

Biblioclasm is a common method for il-
legally selling artwork. The deliberate de-
struction of a single work into multiple 
pieces makes it much more challenging to 
determine a piece’s origin, especially if a 
collection only contains a single part of the 
whole piece. The smuggling and illicit pur-
chasing of artworks has been a highly de-
bated topic in the art world for many years. 
The ethics of institutions acquiring such 
works are uncertain.

The exhibit displays a beautiful collec-
tion of manuscript leaves, fifteen pages 
in total. A manuscript is a text copied by 
hand rather than printed, and the exhibit’s 
manuscripts are in codex form, meaning 
that they are books made of pages bound 
between two boards. These manuscript 
pages were created using parchment, and 
were produced by soaking, scraping and 
stretching animal skin. Once the skin was 
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prepared, a scribe wrote on the parchment 
with a quill and ink. Medieval manuscripts 
are usually religious texts, which were often 
made and copied by monasteries. Monks 
would sit in a cloister, an outdoor square 
in the middle of a church, to utilize natu-
ral light and copy or illustrate manuscripts. 
These included decoration and frequently 
used silver or gold leaf to accentuate capital 
letters. Illustrations were both decorative 
and functional, as they enhance the manu-
script while also providing a religious sto-
ry for illiterate worshippers. Manuscripts 
in the Middle Ages were essential tools of 
Christianity as they contained religious 
scriptures and stories. 

Art historians have been able to date 
these leaves from the mid-12th century 
to the late-15th century by the distinctive 

lettering and notation styles, the colors of 
the lettering and the borders or decoration. 
The decoration of the pages in the Bulmash 
exhibit are remarkable. The most elaborate 
pages are embellished with different illus-
trations of foliage and animals. Recurring 
illustrations include ivy and holly leaves, 
as both were believed to have medicinal 
properties in the Middle Ages. The intri-
cate designs of flowers wrapping around 
the text on a particular page shown in the 
exhibition hall demonstrates the attention 
to detail and indicates how much care is 
dedicated to each page of a manuscript. A 
particularly fun page toward the back of 
the exhibition includes images of “laughing 
carp,” where small drawings of fish repre-
senting Christ are sketched into the mar-
gins of every other line. 

These details can also help determine 
the primary location of the manuscripts. 
The origins of these leaves include Italy, 
Germany, the Netherlands, France and 
possibly Spain. Since Chalmers’ exhibition 
only includes individual pages from a single 
random portfolio, dating and finding these 
leaves depends entirely on the pages’ con-
tent. These leaves contain excerpts from a 
multitude of texts such as hymnal texts, the 
Book of Hours, Bibles and many more. Al-
most all of these texts are used in liturgical 
processions: a ceremonial and communal 
movement from the back of the church to 
the altar. 

Visitors can view these fascinating man-
uscripts in Chalmers through mid-Octo-
ber.



CHARLOTTE WARD
STAFF WRITER

On Aug. 20, WKCO debuted its first 
“Middle Path Session” of the semester, 
featuring the Kenyon student band 
Tea Time. The duo’s performance was 
filmed in The Gund, and featured 
Tommy Cody ’25 on the keyboard and 
Tali Tufeld ’24 on the drums.

Middle Path Sessions are filmed, 
produced and released by WKCO, and 
serve as a chance for Kenyon’s student 
bands to perform covers or original 
songs in locations on campus. Each 
performance is then published on 
WKCO’s YouTube channel and web-
site for members of the community 
to view and enjoy. The sessions are a 
recent addition to WKCO’s repertoire 
starting with another one of Kenyon’s 
student bands, Dire Coyote, perform-
ing over the summer. 

Tea Time’s performance featured 
their original song “Matcha Powder” 
which consisted of a catchy and eclec-
tic jazz blend that was easy on the ears 
and executed smoothly. With just two 
instruments, Cody and Tufeld man-
aged to create a song that kept the au-
dience actively engaged and eager for 
more. Without lyrics, the listener was 
able to focus on the different musi-
cal elements of the song and likely to 
notice its subtleties. “I had the main 
rhythmic melody in my head and as 
far as the melodic notes that was com-
pletely Tommy,” Tufeld said. The two 
wrote the song together early last year 
and when WKCO began Middle Path 
Session’s they were excited for the op-
portunity to perform it. One unique 
aspect of the sessions is how it was de-
signed to highlight many locations on 
campus. Tea Time played in the Com-
munity Foundation Theater, which of-
fered the performance cool acoustics.

One of the most impressive aspects 
of Tea Time’s performance was its use 

Tea Time debuts song in Middle Path Session for WKCO

Tommy Cody '25, left, and Tali Tufeld '24 form the duo Tea Time. | BRITTANY LIN

MERCER THOMAS
STAFF WRITER

Going into Holly, Stephen 
King’s latest novel (published 
on Sept. 5), I was filled with 
apprehension. I had never 
read any of King’s books be-
fore and was unsure if my 
nerves could handle it. Yet 
from the first page, I was en-
raptured by the vivid imag-
ery for which King is known. 

Despite my misgivings, Holly 
proved a frenzied delight that 
rescued me from a major book 
slump. 

In Holly, King diverges 
from his usual otherworldly 
horror, replacing it with one 
that is calculating and eeri-
ly mortal. Set in the United 
States post-2020 election and 
the pandemic, Holly feels si-
multaneously poignant and 
draining. The exploration of 
current events and the trou-
bling capabilities of human 
nature cause the book to lin-
ger with the reader long after 
they have read the last page.

Holly follows the titu-
lar character Holly Gibney, 
who first appeared in the Bill 
Hodges Trilogy, as she pushes 
aside the complicated feelings 
brought on by her mother’s 
recent death from COVID-19 
to focus on a missing per-
sons case. When a distressed 
woman named Penny Dahl 
calls Holly’s detective agen-
cy, Finders Keepers, for help 
finding her missing daugh-
ter, Holly is drawn into the 

mystery against her better 
judgment. Bonnie Dahl has 
disappeared from an aban-
doned edge of Deerfield Park, 
leaving behind only her bike 
and an enigmatic note. On 
the other side of the park live 
semi-retired professors Rod-
ney and Emily Harris, both 
in their eighties and still as in 
love as the day they met. Yet 
in their basement lurks a se-
cret entirely discordant with 
their beatific life. Whether 
or not the sinister presence 
in their home relates to Bon-
nie Dahl’s disappearance re-
mains to be seen, but Holly 
intends to find out. 

King sets this captivating 
mystery against the backdrop 
of the political fallout from 
the January 6, 2021, attack 
on the Capitol and the raging 
debate over COVID-19 vacci-
nations in the United States, 
because, as he asserts in his 
author’s note, “fiction is most 
believable when it coexists 
with real-world events [and] 
real-world individuals.”

Though King’s mastery 

Review: Stephen King’s new novel is terrifying, illuminating  

BRITTANY LIN

of storytelling is apparent 
throughout Holly, there were 
moments when the return 
to the height of COVID-19 
in 2020-2021 was exhaust-
ing. Throughout Holly, King 
reminds us of the very real 
horrors of the pandemic and 
the toll it took on our hospi-
tals and infrastructure. The 
death of Holly’s mother, who 
refused to be vaccinated, 
combined with Holly’s ob-
sessive nature, make her un-
derstandably cautious as she 
navigates a post-lockdown 
world. However, the depic-
tions of anti-vax Americans 
come across as King airing 
his frustrations with a divid-
ed nation rather than as the 
insightful social commen-
tary one might expect from a 
writer of his merit. 

Although readers famil-
iar with King’s Detective 
Bill Hodges trilogy will find 
the callbacks to Holly’s for-
mer mentor and past exploits 
charming, for the new read-
er they were at times mildly 
off-putting. However, these 

occasional references did not 
hinder my understanding of 
the book or tarnish its in-
trigue, nor should they deter 
readers new to King from be-
ginning with Holly.

What makes the novel tru-
ly chilling is King’s choice to 
highlight the normalcy and 
humanity of the villains of 
Holly even as they commit 
the worst crimes a person is 
capable of. The novel’s ex-
pertly written third-person 
omniscient narration, which 
switches to focus on differ-
ent characters throughout 
the novel, keeps the reader 
questioning if what is actu-
ally happening and what a 
character believes is happen-
ing are indeed one and the 
same. King forces the reader 
to understand and even em-
pathize with the faces of evil 
incarnate, elevating Holly to 
a wonderfully dread-inducing 
read that will remain with the 
reader and leave them want-
ing more. 
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of the keyboard. The instrument cap-
tured the spirit of the song as Cody 
played the keys, making the song all 
the more interesting and catchy. The 
drums also add depth to the song, 
making it feel balanced, crisp and f la-
vorful. 

The song’s changing tempo also 
added variety. More fast-paced mo-
ments added intensity, and when the 

song slowed down at the end of the 
performance, it wrapped up nicely 
and with ease. “The drum groove was 
used to accentuate those hits — it kind 
of felt natural to me,” Tufeld said.

Tea Time’s energy remained infec-
tious throughout the performance as 
both members of the band seemed 
to thoroughly enjoy their time in the 
spotlight. Their Middle Path Session 

COURTESY OF SCRIBNER

is impressive, enjoyable and refresh-
ing, reaffirming the talent of Kenyon’s 
student musicians. It’s safe to say that 
this is only the start of the incredible 
musical talent that will shine at Ken-
yon this academic year.
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Across

1  One who may live many  
 lives

6  Famous neigh-sayer
10  Tense period of time
14  Branch of the U.N.
15  Itty-bitty
16  Group of troops
17  Like brookies and 
 cronuts
19  Bird eaten on Easter
20  Well-suited for fighting
21  Those who missed their  

 wake-up call?
23  Cry from a klutz
25  “Phooey!” 
26  They hold hands in the  

 ring
32  Set straight
33  McGregor of movies
34  Soak up
37  Where to see people play  

 the Blues?
38  Cover a canvas
40  ___ Scout cookies
41  Airport stat.
42  Dracula’s tooth, e.g.
43  One who’s weirdly
  affected by mushrooms?
44  It may be opened at a  

 party
47  Most abundant of the no 

 ble 
 gasses
50  Window feature
51  “Fistbump!”
54  Marvelous Doctor?
59  Hot box
60  Famed disco trio ... or a 
 hint to 17-, 26- and  

 44-Across
62  ___ e bisi, Italian dish
63  Hawaiian flower?
64  Isn’t for them
65  Carry, or possible carry- 

 on
66  One with pants on fire
67  Queen of Hearts’ pastries

Down

1  Desert along the Silk Road
2  Mathematician Turing who was  

 the subject of “The Imitation  
 Game”

3  “Grace Kelly” singer
4  Penultimate fairy tale word
5  Nintendo of America headquar 

 ters
6  RuneScape or World of Warcraft, 
 initially

WEEKLY 
CROSSWORD

7  Christ the Redeemer city
8  Cuts short
9  One who ran away with the  

 spoon
10 Misleading names for 
 assignments that might never 

get   printed
11 Colombian street food
12 Get the lead out
13  Keys up?
18  Palindromic symbol for an   

 AAPL rival

KYLE KELLEY
CROSSWORD EDITOR

7SEPTEMBER 
KEY

Did you finish this crossword? 
Email a photo of your completed crossword to 

crossword@kenyoncollegian.com to get a shoutout in 
our next issue!

22  First lady’s home?
24  ___ of hand
26  In the flesh
27  Leave off
28  TV warrior princess
29  Pen pal
30  “To thine ___ self...”
31  Large drum
34  Apple spokesperson?
35  “...refuse thy name; ___ thou  

 wilt not...”: Romeo and Juliet
36  Novel idea?
38  Golfer’s goal
39  Picnic pest
40  Word with gift or reflex
42  Great buy to a thrifter
43  “It’s on me!”
44  Clyde’s companion
45  Expel from a practice
46  Put one’s chips on the table?
47  To the left, on a ship
48  Angry Birds company
49  Kind of speaker
52  “___ get better”
53  From Bangkok
55  Taj Mahal city
56  ___ -do-well
57  Short man?
58  Record-breaking suffixes
61  Hadestown star Noblezada
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Kenyon College has never 
been synonymous with rau-
cous partying, but students 
still need avenues to unwind, 
socialize and make lasting 
college memories. The recent 
restriction on party sizes at 
the North Campus Apart-
ments (NCAs) due to updat-
ed fire codes presents a stark 
contrast to last year’s lenien-
cy. While safety is paramount, 
there must be a balance be-
tween ensuring students’ 
well-being and preserving 
traditional avenues of student 
interaction and camaraderie. 
As we navigate this tension, 
it is crucial we also ref lect on 
the experiences of other insti-
tutions to avoid the pitfalls of 
overregulation.

The shift from the previ-
ous year’s tolerant attitude 
at NCAs to the strict 20-per-
son occupancy limit this year 

prompts more questions than 
it answers. Safety, without a 
doubt, is of the highest im-
portance. Ensuring adher-
ence to fire codes and priori-
tizing student well-being is a 
responsibility any institution 
must take seriously. However, 
the extent of enforcement goes 
beyond just fire alarms and 
safety concerns. There seems 
to be an underlying effort by 
the administration to not only 
regulate but potentially di-
minish the core of student so-
cial life. 

It’s worth looking at insti-
tutions with a similar make-
up and stature as a bench-
mark, like Bowdoin College, 
which has implemented no-
tably strict party regulations. 
With extensive rules concern-
ing event hosting, registra-
tion and even specific hours 
during which parties are al-
lowed, Bowdoin’s system ap-
pears meticulous to the point 
of overregulation. While it is 

imperative to ensure student 
safety, such exhaustive mi-
cromanagement is not the di-
rection Kenyon should lean 
toward. While crafted for 
safety, such stringent mea-
sures risk quelling spontane-
ity and pushing students to-
ward unsanctioned, perhaps 
riskier, gathering spots. Ke-
nyon should strive for safety 
without compromising the 
trust and autonomy integral 
to our student experience.

Another crucial aspect to 
consider is the legitimacy of 
rules enforced without clear 
explanation. Understanding 
the ‘why’ can drive compli-
ance with the ‘what.’ With-
out adequate communication 
from the administration about 
the rationale behind these 
new party regulations, skepti-
cism and resistance from the 
student body are natural out-
comes. The administration 
should prioritize clarity and 
open dialogue: A simple Q&A 

session or a detailed memo 
explaining rationale would be 
helpful in bridging this gap. 
Though Kenyon has commu-
nicated further about these 
policies, more communica-
tion is necessary if transpar-
ency is to be at the forefront. 

While some form of regu-
lation is undeniably essential 
for the well-being of everyone 
involved in college parties, 
the current scenario is overly 
restrictive. There is a vast gap 
between more intimate gath-
erings and large, imperson-
al, all-campus events such as 
those held in Old Kenyon. Stu-
dents deserve options beyond 
these two extremes. These 
school-approved events, while 
offering a regulated environ-
ment, should not be students’ 
only social option. It is cru-
cial to carve out a space that 
balances freedom and safety, 
where students can enjoy the 
richness of a college life with-
out feeling overshadowed by 

stringent rules or the immi-
nent threat of party disrup-
tions. 

Kenyon is not a daycare. It’s 
an institution where young 
adults evolve, not just through 
academics but also from lived 
experience, setbacks and per-
sonal development. Over-
regulating student life under 
the guise of safety, especially 
without clear communication, 
risks creating an environment 
where students feel patron-
ized rather than empowered. 
As Kenyon shapes its policies 
on student gatherings, it must 
remember that while safety 
is non-negotiable, it should 
not suffocate the spontaneity 
and camaraderie that defines 
much of the college experi-
ence.

Dylan Sibbitt ’26 is the 
opinions editor at the Colle-
gian. He is a political science 
major from San Francisco. He 
can be reached at sibbitt1@ke-
nyon.edu.

Kenyon should work to safeguard, not stifle, student life
DYLAN SIBBITT
OPINIONS EDITOR
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Men: The Kenyon men’s soccer team 
got its season back on track over the week-
end, improving to 2-2 after defeating Ha-
nover College (Ind.) 1-0 and beating No. 
14 St. Olaf College (Minn.) 2-0 two days 
later. Four goals from Alem Duratovic ’25, 
Kenyon’s top scorer last season, were de-
cisive as the No. 5 Owls returned to their 
winning ways after a shaky start in their 
first two games.

Against Hanover, Kenyon controlled 
possession for much of the first half, but 
was unable to break the deadlock despite 
their 14 shots and six corners. As the sec-
ond half went on, the Panthers continued 
to sit back and invite wave after wave of 
pressure from the Owls, but Kenyon could 
not find a way through until the 81st min-
ute. After a short Kenyon corner, Vic Bravo 
’25 dribbled down the Panthers byline and 
crossed to Duratovic in the box, whose 

Women’s soccer undefeated, men’s soccer back on track

MICAH ARENSTEIN
SPORTS EDITOR

close-range volley found the bottom-right 
corner of the goal. The Owls saw the rest of 
the game out relatively calmly, as Jack Pe-
dreschi ’25 made two key saves in the sec-
ond half to keep Kenyon’s first clean sheet 
of 2023. 

Then on Sunday, Kenyon took on St. 
Olaf, where head coach Travis Wall spent 
the past four years, and won 2-0. Against 
the Oles, the Owls had no trouble scor-
ing early. In the fourth minute, Duratovic 
ran onto Joaquin Sanchez-Korenfeld ’26’s 
through ball and coolly beat the quickly-
approaching St. Olaf goalkeeper to make 
it 1-0. St. Olaf pushed for an equalizer, but 
could not get past Pedreschi, who made 
a number of wonderful saves. The Owls 
started the second half just as they did the 
first: In the 51st minute, Aidan Burns ’24 
took a throw-in that connected with Ben-
jamin Lantz ’24 in the box. Lantz’s header 
looped over the St. Olaf goalkeeper, dou-
bling Kenyon’s lead. Although the Oles 
outshot the Owls 20-10 over the course 
of the 90 minutes, it was Kenyon’s seven 
shots on goal to St. Olaf ’s four that made 

Benjamin Lantz ‘24 | SEJIN KIM

all the difference. 
Lantz described how it felt to score his 

first collegiate goal for Kenyon in an email 
to the Collegian. “Coming out of our half-
time talk we knew whoever scored next 
would win the game. It felt amazing to be 
able to personally ensure that for my broth-
ers,” he said. “The fact that it was against 
our coach’s old team and that it was my 
first collegiate goal made it a bonus.”

On Wednesday, the Owls handily de-
feated Wilmington College 5-1, as Kenyon 
improved to 3-2. Duratovic scored two 
more on the day, and his first of the game 
came from a free kick in the 24th minute. 
Just outside the 18-yard box, Duratovic 
snuck the ball into the bottom right corner 
and around the Wilmington wall. Then 
six minutes later, midfielder Miko War-
shaw ’26 scored a magnificent half-volley 
that scorched into the top left corner of 
the goal, his first of his collegiate career. 
Entering the second half up 2-0, the Owls 
continued to pile on the pressure and got 
their third goal in the 67th minute. Joa-
quin Sanchez-Korenfeld ’26 found Robert 
Little ’27 in the box, who tapped home his 
first Kenyon goal. Pedreschi’s clean sheet 
was spoiled five minutes later as the Quak-
ers pulled one back, but the Owls squashed 
any hopes of a late Wilmington comeback 
in the 77th minute. Sanchez-Korenfeld 
played a through ball to Duratovic, who 
scored his fourth goal in three games. Fi-
nally, in the 82nd minute, Lantz lined up 
a laser into the bottom left corner to score 
his second goal in as many games. 

In an email to the Collegian, Duratovic, 
who scored 18 goals last season, expressed 
what he valued even more than scoring 
over the weekend: “Scoring feels great, but 
the greatest feeling from the weekend was 
bouncing back from the previous weekend 
by turning things around to get two wins 
back and two shutouts. I think that shows 
great character from the whole team.” Du-
ratovic is also confident that he, and his 
team, can achieve great things this season. 
“I want to focus more on being a better per-
son and leader of this team. [...]  I believe 
this team can challenge and fight for any-
thing together.” Lantz is also sure he and 
his team will not be resting on their mo-
mentary laurels. When asked what game 
he is most looking forward to, Lantz’s re-
sponse was simple: “The next one.” 

The Owls will return to Mavec Field on 
Saturday at 3:30pm to face Mount Aloysius 
College (Pa.) in the annual Morgan’s Mes-
sage Mental Health Awareness game. 

Women: Last weekend, the Kenyon 

women’s soccer team took on John Car-
roll University, New Jersey City University 
and Heidelberg University, improving to a 
record of 3-0-2. 

In Friday’s game, the Blue Streaks took 
an early lead by dominating possession 
and scoring the first goal in the 11th min-
ute. They extended their lead to 2-0 eight 
minutes later with a powerful shot into 
the bottom right corner.

The Owls remained determined and 
managed to narrow the deficit to 2-1 just 
before halftime when Julianna Granetzke 
’26 capitalized on a turnover. In the sec-
ond half, Kenyon intensified its attack, 
outshooting John Carroll 9-5 but strug-
gling to find the net. In the 82nd minute, 
Jackie Thompson ’24’s delicate flick off a 
free kick by Olivia Carriero ’24 leveled the 
game at 2-2. 

In an email to the Collegian, Thompson 
highlighted her excitement after the game: 
“Scoring my first collegiate goal against 
John Caroll was an incredible feeling, but 
it wouldn’t have happened without the 
collective energy the team brought out in 
the second half.” 

Despite their relentless efforts, the 
Owls couldn’t secure the winning goal, 
and the match ended in a 2-2 draw. 

On Sunday, Sadie Gould ’24 played a 
pivotal role in the Owls’ 3-0 victory over 
the visiting Gothic Knights from New Jer-
sey City University. This win marked the 
Owls’ third triumph in four games, main-
taining their undefeated record at 3-0-1, 
while New Jersey City’s record slipped 
to 1-3-0. Gould’s contributions included 
an assist and a goal, and her exception-
al performance, along with goals from 
Granetzke and Morgan Baker ’25, se-
cured a decisive victory for Kenyon. The 
team’s dominance extended beyond the 
scoreboard, as the Owls outshot their op-
ponents 19-4, with goalkeeper Lilly Lu-
cas ’24 making a single save to secure the 
shutout win. 

Kenyon brought the pressure right out 
of the gate against Heidelberg University 
on Wednesday. With an early goal from 
Hailey Moss ’25, the Owls maintained 
their lead till the 70 minute mark, where 
the Student Princes evened the score. Un-
fortunately, neither team could finish it 
off, ultimately resulting in a 1-1 tied game. 

Looking to maintain their undefeated 
streak, the Owls will take on Hanover 
College on Saturday at 1 p.m. for their 
Morgan’s Message Mental Health Aware-
ness game. 

CHARLOTTE WALKER
SPORTS EDITOR

The Kenyon women’s tennis 
team held its annual Kenyon In-
vitational to kick off the fall sea-
son this past weekend. The Owls 
hosted eight teams from Ohio and 
Pennsylvania and put up an im-
pressive individual record to start 
off their year. 

Kenyon’s first-years started 
their collegiate careers off on a 
high note, with Madeline Chap-
pars ’27 and Lauren Dell’Acqua 

’27 both going undefeated in sin-
gles and combining for three dou-
bles wins. The pair put up two im-
peccable doubles performances, 
winning their first two matches 
8-0, 8-0 and then clinched their 
third match 8-4. Dell’Acqua spoke 
highly of her first doubles experi-
ence in an email to the Collegian: 
“Playing at this level with my part-
ner Maddie was a blast. We played 
smart and still had a lot of fun out 
there doing what we do best.” 

Ana Brand ’27 and her doubles 
partner Natalie Connelly ’25 also 

went undefeated in doubles play. 
The duo dominated in doubles, 
recording scores of 8-0, 8-0 and 
8-2. Brand posted a 2-1 record in 
singles, winning her first two in 
straight sets and narrowly losing 
her final match in a tight three-
setter. Connelly also went 2-1 in 
singles, coming back from a set 
down to secure a three-set victory 
in one of her matches.

Other Owls with strong perfor-
mances this past weekend includ-
ed Shadia Amado Aguad ’26, who 
won two matches, decisively win-

First-years shine for women’s tennis in Kenyon Invitational
OLIVIA BRAUN
STAFF WRITER

ning her last match 6-2, 6-0. Lalasa 
Nagireddy ’25 went 1-1 in singles, 
dropping her first match but find-
ing success in her second, 6-4, 7-5. 
Amado Aguad and Nagireddy 
also went 1-1 in doubles play.

Doubles partners Allaire Berl 
’26 and Eleni Dakos ’24 claimed 
one win together after narrowly 
losing their other two matches. 
Both Dakos and Berl played highly 
competitive individual matches 
and each claimed one singles vic-
tory.

Dell’Acqua described how the 
team is feeling optimistic about 
their strong performance last 
weekend. “We got a good win 
under our belt and our goal is to 
have a positive and strong mindset 
in every game we play,” she said. 
“We’re a team and we support each 
other through every win and loss.” 

The Owls will be back in ac-
tion on Sept. 22, when they travel 
to Washington University in St. 
Louis (Mo.) to take part in the ITA 
Central Region Championship.



During the second weekend 
of fall athletics, the Kenyon 
field hockey team played its first 
two home games of the season 
against two out-of-conference 
teams. On Saturday, the Owls, 
clad in purple, took the field to 
face one of their most difficult 
opponents on the schedule this 
season: the No. 16 Washington 
and Lee University (Va.) Gener-
als. A day later, Kenyon defeat-
ed Ferrum College (Va.) 8-1.  

In the first half of the game, 
the Generals managed to net 
three of their total six goals, but 
the Owls’ f lat passes and com-
munication downfield helped 
Ella Haskins ’25 secure Ken-
yon’s only goal. Washington 
and Lee came back strong in the 
third and fourth quarters of the 
game, netting three more goals 
as the game finished 6-1 to the 
Generals. 

As the weekend continued, 
the Owls had a chance to even 
their record with another game 
on the Field at Benson Bowl. 
They took on a second non-
conference team, the Ferrum 
College Panthers. 

In an email to the Collegian, 
Hannah Paprotna ’24 detailed 
the importance of playing at 
home: “Being on home turf al-
ways gets everyone going.” And 
get going they did. Just three 
minutes into the first quarter of 
the game, Haskins managed to 
net a goal, giving the Owls an 
early 1-0 lead. Though Ferrum 
was able to tie the game at 1-1, 
this was short-lived, as Grace 

Lane ’25 was able to connect 
with the back of the cage, put-
ting Kenyon up 2-1 at the end of 
the first half. 

The Owls carried their mo-
mentum into the second half 
of the game, as two first-years, 
Ella Adamec ’27 and Maren 
Lawrence ’27, found the back 
of the net as well. As the game 
continued, the Owls racked up 
four more goals to end Sunday 
with an 8-1 victory over the 
Panthers. Paprotna described 
how the team was able to move 
on from the tough loss against 
the Generals: “On Saturday we 
managed to shake the game off, 
and come together to pull out a 
win for Sunday.”

On Wednesday evening, the 
Owls took on the Oberlin Col-
lege Yeowomen in their first 
NCAC game of the year. Ke-
nyon had the advantage, out-
shooting Oberlin 19-0, with 9 
shots on goal. Lane scored the 
game’s only goal with an assist 
from Paprotna, ultimately seal-
ing a victory for the Owls. This 
shutout victory extends Ken-
yon’s longstanding supremacy 
in field hockey against Ober-
lin, bolstering their all-time 
record to an impressive 25-1. It 
also maintains their formidable 
five-season streak of not allow-
ing a single goal from the Yeo-
women. 

This upcoming Saturday, the 
Kenyon field hockey team will 
get back to business and take 
on the University of Lynchburg 
(Va.), before staying in the Old 
Dominion State to face Sweet 
Briar College (Va.) a day later. 
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Field hockey splits pair of home games, wins on the road

Football falls to Kalamazoo
HENRY BRANDT
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon football team fell to Kalama-
zoo College 48-16 on Saturday afternoon at 
McBride Field. The Owls’ record stands at 
0-2. 

Kenyon went down 12-0 after the first 
quarter and by the end of the first half was 
trailing 29-3, with the only points coming 
from a field goal by kicker Tyler Bell ’27. In 
the second half, the Owls had more offen-
sive success, as running backs Drake Lewis 
’25 and Jordon Benjamin ’26 each scored a 
touchdown. 

That was all the offense Kenyon could 
generate, as the Owls only racked up 270 
yards of total offense throughout the entire 
game. Quarterback Henry Wendorf ’27 start-
ed the game, going 9/24 and throwing for 117 
yards and an interception. Park Penrod ’25 
also had a chance to lead the offense, passing 
for 7 yards and rushing for 15 yards.

One of the highlights for Kenyon was 
wide receiver Charlie Taylor ’27, who caught 
four passes for 84 yards, including a 42-yard 
reception, which was the Owls’ longest offen-
sive play of the afternoon. David Livingston 
’25 also caught two passes for 12 yards, bring-
ing his team-leading total receptions to 13.

Defensively, the Owls struggled to contain 
Kalamazoo running back Jon Brunette, who 
accounted for 117 total yards and two rush-
ing touchdowns. The Hornets garnered 463 
yards of total offense and scored a touch-
down in every quarter. However, Kenyon was 
able to have some success against Kalamazoo 
quarterback Josh Nichols, as the Owls racked 
up four interceptions: two from defensive 

back Jackson Belyn ’27, one each from line-
backer Thomas Iannuzzi ’24 and defensive 
back Dominic Simpson ’27. Belyn and Simp-
son’s interceptions came in the first half, as 
both teams struggled to keep possession and 
had a whopping seven combined turnovers. 
Defensive lineman Andy Melian ’25, who had 
four tackles through the first two games, said 
of the Owls’ defensive performance: “We’ve 
got a lot of work to do if we want to stand a 
chance against some of the better teams in 
our league.” Livingston believes the offense 
has room to improve. “A lot of our struggles 
were because of our own fault,” he wrote in 
an email to the Collegian. “[Kalamazoo was] 
able to make us one dimensional and that 
definitely made it more difficult to move the 
ball on offense.”

Despite the loss, having so much pro-
duction coming on both sides of the ball by 
first-years is positive for the Owls, who are a 
youthful team under second-year head coach 
Ian Good, who graduated from Kalamazoo 
in 2014. “[The] freshman defensive backs 
played really well,” said Melian. 

Kenyon will head to Springfield, Ohio, 
next week to take on its first NCAC opponent 
of the year, Wittenberg University (1-0), at 6 
p.m.. The Owls will look for the first win of 
the campaign on the road against an oppo-
nent they have not beaten in over a decade. 
On the bright side for the Owls, they scored 
28 points against the Tigers last season, the 
most in that span of losses. “We have to 
come out and practice with urgency this week 
and prepare well for this week’s game against 
Wittenberg,” Livingston said. “They are a tal-
ented and physical team but we can definitely 
have success against them.”

Owls move to 2-7 on season
Hannah Paprotna ’24 scored a goal against Ferrum College. | ISOO O’BRIEN

The Kenyon volleyball team took on 
the NCAC/MIAA Crossover tourna-
ment before facing off against Wilm-
ington College at home. The Owls lost 
all four games, bringing their record to 
2-7.  

On Friday, Kenyon’s first match 
was against the University of Olivet 
(Mich.). The Owls went down early, 
as the Comets took the first set with 
a five-point lead. Kenyon didn’t back 
down, though, winning the second set 
29-27 in overtime. The Comets dou-
bled down after this brief comeback, 
winning the next two sets 25-17 and 
27-25 and taking the win.  

After a brief intermission, the Owls 
were back at it against Alma College 
(Mich.), which followed a similar pat-
tern to Olivet. Alma took the first set 
25-20, before the Owls dominated the 
second with a 25-17 victory. However, 
Kenyon could not keep up with Alma, 
and the Owls lost the final two sets 18-
25 and 16-25. Becca Gwynne ’26 led 
her team with nine kills, and Hannah 
Schwemm ’27 had 12 assists.

After two games, the Owls faced off 
in the final tournament match against 
St. Mary’s College (Ind.). All three sets 
ended in favor of the Belles, for a final 
score of 25-19, 25-21, 25-20. Gwynne 
totalled six kills, while Maggie Wolf 
’26 led the team with 10 assists.

On Tuesday, the Owls unfortunately 
lost their home opener against Wilm-
ington. The Quakers won in a 3-0 
game, 25-19, 25-17 and 25-20. Gwynne 
once again had a team-high eight kills, 
with Wolf totalling 15 assists.

Despite the string of losses, the 
Owls are feeling enthusiastic about 
the current season. “I am feeling very 
hopeful about our team this season. 
We have a ton of young talent and a 
great new coaching staff that is push-
ing us in the right direction,” Lindsey 
Abramson ’24, who leads the team in 
kills with 62, wrote in an email to the 
Collegian. 

This weekend, Kenyon will travel to 
Hanover, Indiana, where the Owls will 
partake in the Hanover College Invite. 

LIAM HURTEAU
STAFF WRITER
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