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I. IntroductIon

Last year, parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(“CBD”), representing nearly every nation, signed a milestone 
agreement committing, among other things, to conserve thirty 
percent of Earth’s lands and oceans to stave off the rapid dimi-
nution of the planet’s biodiversity.1 Implementing these global 
commitments will require not only strong domestic measures, 
but also enhanced regional cooperation targeting the conserva-
tion of the region’s migratory wildlife and shared resources. 
Although the United States is the sole major holdout from the 
CBD, it can still reassert its leadership in regional wildlife con-
servation by rejuvenating the Convention on Nature Protection 
and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemisphere (“Western 
Hemisphere Convention”).2

Much of the attention on wildlife conservation focuses 
on global treaties, such as the CBD, Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (“CMS”) 
and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (“CITES”).3 These global initiatives are important, 
but they are insufficient to achieve sustainable conservation 
goals, in part because the United States, a major global player 
and landholder, has failed to ratify both the CBD and CMS.4 
Additionally, international conservation efforts have not been 
tailored to the scale of conservation priorities.5 Moreover, the 
rights of indigenous peoples have frequently been ignored or 
trampled upon in the past, due in no small part to a lack of inter-
national interest in their protection.6 In the Western Hemisphere, 
the confluence of widespread wildlife migrations and move-
ments, shared seas, lakes and rivers, and shared economic and 
social backgrounds make regional cooperation vital for effective 
conservation. Fortunately, the United States, decades ago, led 
the Western Hemisphere’s efforts to adopt a legal framework for 
effective regional conservation through the Western Hemisphere 
Convention.7 Finalized in Washington, D.C. on October 12, 
1940, the Western Hemisphere Convention was signed by nine-
teen nation-states, including the United States, that pledged their 
respective republics to jointly conserve the common heritage 
of the Western Hemisphere—its shared and abundant biodiver-
sity—for future generations.8

Despite the turmoil of the Second World War, the Western 
Hemisphere Convention established a robust and flexible 
framework for the protection of wildlife in the hemisphere in 
the first few years after its ratification.9 Between the 1940s and 
60s, a few Latin and South American nations used the articles 
of the convention to establish protected spaces throughout the 
hemisphere;10 however, with the end of U.S. State Department 
funding and the Technical Advisory Committee to the Western 
Hemisphere Convention in 1948 the Western Hemisphere 
Convention fell into disuse.11 Today, twenty-two parties have 
joined the Convention.12 From the Aleutian Islands to Cape 
Horn, a majority of the Western Hemisphere is now covered by 
the Western Hemisphere Convention.13

While the global community has begun the long journey 
toward creating a shared system of global responsibility for the 

preservation of the Earth’s biodiversity through various interna-
tional agreements such as CBD, CMS, and CITES, the United 
States has left a noticeable absence in many of these efforts.14 
The revitalization of the Western Hemisphere Convention 
through an allocation of funding and a meeting of the parties 
offers the United States a means to fill the gaps left by its absence 
in the international regimes.15 It also would allow for a structure 
in conservation policy to respond to the increasing calls through-
out the Western Hemisphere to reflect indigenous knowledge 
and new understanding of migratory connectivity.16 The United 
States and its partners in North and South America can use the 
path it has already carved through the Western Hemisphere 
Convention to implement global goals at the regional level.

This article argues that the Western Hemisphere Convention 
is a critical link to find common ground across borders in the 
fight against the loss of nature and environmental degrada-
tion and has the potential to fill the same role as the CBD in 
the Western Hemisphere. In Part II we discuss the Western 
Hemisphere Convention, its articles and objective. In Part III we 
analyze the global framework of international agreements that 
exists today and how it regulates conservation in the Western 
Hemisphere. In Part IV we examine how a revitalized Western 
Hemisphere Convention would fit into this framework, and 
the benefits it would bring. Finally in Part V we conclude by 
reinforcing why the United States should revitalize the Western 
Hemisphere Convention and how revitalization could occur.

II. the SpIrIt and purpoSe of the WeStern 
hemISphere conventIon In protectIng the 

common herItage of the WeStern hemISphere 
IS StIll hIghly relevant today

A. Preserving sPecies And HAbitAts

While the Western Hemisphere Convention was built on the 
backs of other, smaller international agreements—the United 
States–Mexico Migratory Bird Treaty for example—its revolu-
tionary vision of a protected Pan-American wilderness landscape 
was sweeping and profound at its inception.17 The articles of the 
Western Hemisphere Convention require parties to designate 
areas of land within their borders as protected zones in the form 
of national parks, national reserves, nature monuments, and strict 
wilderness reserves “[i]n all cases where such establishment is 
feasible.”18 Within the boundaries of these designated refuges, 
“hunting, killing[,] and capturing of members of the fauna 
and destruction or collection of representatives of the flora” 
is prohibited absent the respective legislative authority of the 
contracting government.19 In addition, the Western Hemisphere 
Convention asks each party to submit a list of protected fauna, 
which would bind the signatories to safeguarding “as completely 
as possible” multi-national, cross border species.20 Only under 
“special circumstances,” such as for scientific purposes, would 
the taking of any listed species be acceptable; and only then, 
with the “permission of the appropriate government authorities 
in the country.”21 The impact and success of these lists under 
the Annex to the Western Hemisphere Convention cannot be 
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overstated. Approximately ninety-eight percent of the hundreds 
of species listed by the various nations have continued into the 
present day.22 Of the species listed by the United States, for 
example, only one—the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker also known 
euphemistically as the ‘Lord God Bird’—has been declared 
extinct, and even this declaration has recently come under 
intense scrutiny.23

B. Cross-regional Cooperation

Beyond the protection of species and the establishment 
of protected wilderness, the Western Hemisphere Convention 
calls upon the signatories to “lend proper assistance” to sci-
entific research and to “make available to all the American 
Republics equally through publication or otherwise the scientific 
knowledge resulting from such cooperative effort.”24 Thus, 
the Western Hemisphere Convention goes steps beyond the 
preservation of the status quo, and calls upon its members to 
actively participate in the expansion of biodiversity, protected 
spaces, and proliferation of scientific knowledge.25 This vision 
of shared responsibilities and benefits is the very heart of the 
Convention: the preamble to the articles describes the governing 
mission of the signatories, “wishing to protect and preserve in 
their natural habitat representatives of all species and genera of 
their native flora and fauna.”26 Just as the migratory birds listed 
in the Convention do not recognize international borders, the 
Convention seeks to do away with rigid national distinctions 
when it comes to preserving the “extraordinary beauty, . . . and 
natural objects of aesthetic, historic, or scientific value” which 
encompass the shared heritage of every member to the Western 
Hemisphere Convention.27

III. The InTernaTIonal ConservaTIon legal 
Framework For The amerICas

Around the world, nations and regional treaties have begun 
stitching together an important network of international environ-
mental cooperation to combat global warming and deteriorating 
biological diversity. The Western Hemisphere Convention is a 
critical link to find common ground across borders in the fight 
against the loss of nature and environmental degradation and has 
the potential to bootstrap the efforts of these international trea-
ties where United States absence has left implementation gaps.

a. the Convention on BiologiCal Diversity

The CBD is the global community’s most comprehensive 
response to species extinction and ecosystem degradation 
caused by human impact.28 The CBD has established pro-
grams—like the Programme of Work on Protected Areas29—
and seeks international cooperation to protect biodiversity at 
the ecosystem, species, and genetic level while also providing 
a platform for multinational scientific discourse.30 The objec-
tives of the CBD are the “conservation of biological diversity, 
the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable 
sharing of the benefits.”31 The Convention is explicitly “[c]
onscious of the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of the 
ecological, genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, 

cultural, recreational and aesthetic values of biological diver-
sity and its components.”32

These CBD objectives are the essential root of the Western 
Hemisphere Convention as well.33 In December of 2022, the par-
ties to the CBD met in Montreal, Canada to set “the framework 
for resource mobilization” and “[highlight] the contribution of 
nature to climate change mitigation . . .  .”34 Unlike the Western 
Hemisphere Convention, the United States is not a member of 
the CBD, and absent unlikely ratification by the U.S. Senate, 
will remain a mere signatory to the CBD.35 However, if the 
Biden Administration were to revitalize the Western Hemisphere 
Convention, it could augment the objectives of the CBD by 
providing a platform for the U.S. and other parties36 to begin 
integrating United States resources, expertise, and ideals into 
the conjoined efforts of the international community already in 
place under the CBD.37

The global targets set forth in the CBD agreement reached 
in Montreal emphasize the importance of ecological integrity 
not only for the preservation of wildlife, but also for the sig-
nificant role intact ecosystems play in reducing the globe’s 
rising temperature.38 A growing recognition of the linkage 
between biodiversity and climate change helped spur the inter-
national community to adopt these ambitious targets for 2030 
and provides the impetus to revisit the Western Hemisphere 
Convention.39

The nexus between the twin crises of biodiversity and 
climate change is land use.40 As humans destroy habitats and 
biodiversity is lost, carbon sinks are also eliminated; as ecosys-
tems are protected for the life they harbor, so too is carbon kept 
sealed on the planet’s surface.41 Protected areas are increasingly 
surrounded by human activity, disconnecting them from the rest 
of the natural environment and slowly or rapidly snuffing them 
out.42 The global biodiversity framework adopted in Montreal 
under the CBD seeks to reverse this trend in the world’s threat-
ened areas and the Western Hemisphere Convention—which 
asks parties to “explore at once the possibility of establishing 
in their territories” protected spaces “[i]n all cases where such 
establishment is feasible”—is perfectly poised to aid in that 
goal.43 The Americas contain the world’s most biodiverse ter-
restrial regions, and some of the most threatened; the articles 
of the Convention call on the parties to conserve large tracts of 
land for the benefit of the wildlife and the human communities 
that rely on them.44 And while the CBD has not been granted 
the much-needed support of the United States, the Western 
Hemisphere Convention passed that hurdle decades ago when 
the United States ratified it in 1941.45 Revitalizing the Western 
Hemisphere Convention—reemphasizing preserving landscapes 
and wild places, harmonizing it with the CBD, and calling on 
party nations to conserve habitats within their borders—would 
bring the U.S. back into its global leadership role. This would 
greatly enhance the effectiveness of the 2030 CBD global biodi-
versity framework.46
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B. The ConvenTion for The ConservaTion of 
MigraTory speCies of Wild aniMals 

The primary goal of the CMS is to protect and maintain 
populations of migratory species as well as their ranges and 
habitats.47 Under Appendix I of the CMS, parties list species 
that are endangered based upon “reliable evidence, including 
the best scientific evidence available, [which] indicates that 
the species is endangered.”48 Once a species is listed under 
Appendix I, as agreed upon by the parties to CMS, the par-
ties which are “Range States” of that species “shall endeavor 
to conserve and, where feasible and appropriate restore those 
habits of the species which are of importance in removing the 
species from danger of extinction.”49 Further, parties which are 
Range States of a species listed under Appendix I “shall pro-
hibit the taking of animals belong to such species.”50 The CMS 
achieves these objectives primarily by serving as an umbrella 
for “separate, international legally-binding instruments and 
other agreements among range states of single migratory spe-
cies or . . . groups of species.”51 The CMS “family” of instru-
ments is comprised of agreements made between parties which 
have been narrowly tailored to fit the conservation needs of a 
region, species, or groups of species.52 The flexible approach 
to protecting cross border species espoused by the CMS mir-
rors the regional approach taken by the framers of the Western 
Hemisphere Convention.53 It is an approach which respects 
each nation’s sovereignty over its territory yet recognizes that 
species cannot and will not adhere to national boundaries and 
thus must be protected through joint effort.54

Revitalization of the Western Hemisphere Convention 
would bolster the international conservation efforts put in place 
by the CMS. 55 The United States, while not a party to the CMS, 
could join that effort through its revitalization of the Western 
Hemisphere Convention. The Western Hemisphere Convention, 
and its regional approach to biological conservation, could 
operate as a platform for dialogue between its signatories and 
the parties to the CMS to advance CMS priorities. The CMS 
also provides an example for potential agreements under the 
Western Hemisphere Convention, agreements made between 
the parties that target an individual species or specific regions 
within the hemisphere that require narrowly tailored conserva-
tion strategies.56

C. The regional ConservaTion fraMeWork

Beyond the CMS and CBD, a patchwork of multinational, 
regional environmental treaties has sprung up across the Western 
Hemisphere, seeking to protect one or a handful of species. Treaties 
like the 2001 Inter-American Convention for the Protection and 
Conservation of Sea Turtles (“Sea Turtles Convention”), or the 
North American Monarch Conservation Plan (“NAMCP”), have 
made great strides in ensuring the survival of their focus species, 
but it is only through regular gatherings under a single roof that 
the spirit and substance of these treaties can be fully realized.57 
A revitalized Western Hemisphere Convention meeting annually 
or biannually could be utilized to fill implementation gaps left 

by these disparate treaties and bring a holistic approach to the 
region’s efforts to stem the loss of biodiversity. Meetings of the 
Western Hemisphere Convention could serve as the roof under 
which the regional actors gather to share scientific data, cooper-
ate on the development of management plans, compare effective 
conservation strategies, discuss resource allocation and species 
prioritization, and develop new strategies to help their focus spe-
cies—and by extension, all species.

While working apart these treaties may do a great deal of 
good for the globe and its inhabitants; however, if they were to 
work in tandem, under a Western Hemisphere Convention frame-
work, this would begin centralizing the disparate international 
treaties covering the natural world, thus creating a new, potent, 
and powerful system of international regional cooperation.

d. fuTure agreeMenT and inCorporaTion  
of indigenous knoWledge sysTeMs

Not only would revitalization of the Western Hemisphere 
Convention serve to support and uphold various other interna-
tional agreements, but it would also serve as an essential platform 
for the United States—as the nation which began the Western 
Hemisphere Convention and could infuse its rejuvenation with 
must needed resources—and its partners to formalize proto-
cols and rules for multilateral governance. When the Western 
Hemisphere Convention was drafted and signed the modern 
modes of international diplomacy had not been solidified into 
the state they are in today.58 Principles such as prior-informed 
consent and the precautionary principle were largely unknown 
at the time of the Western Hemisphere Convention’s signing; 
however, revitalizing the Western Hemisphere Convention, 
today, would inject these issues into the forum such revitaliza-
tion would provide.59

Prior-informed consent is essential to building the sustain-
able future the Biden Administration envisions. It stands for 
the principle that all nations are sovereign in their own right, 
and that none can make changes or developments in another 
without first seeking the permission and authorization of the 
home government.60 This principle is now well established and 
particularly vital for the indigenous communities of the Western 
Hemisphere who have felt the heavy burden of environmental 
change for centuries and will likely be the communities most 
impacted by the warming climate.61 Thus, revitalization is also 
essential to affirm a new modus operandi of international rela-
tions and create a workable negotiation framework for a diverse 
community of nations.62

Indigenous communities and knowledge played a crucial 
role in catalyzing the agreements now in place amongst CBD 
parties.63 These voices, which have been largely ignored or 
actively suppressed by the governing bodies in the Americas for 
generations, have come into the fore and are lighting the path to 
a sustainable future.64 Having lived in some of the most threat-
ened and fragile ecosystems on the planet, indigenous peoples 
hold knowledge and tools to preserve, restore, and sustain those 
ecosystems.65 Moreover, these communities are utilizing outside 
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technology to innovate their own knowledge systems, creating 
a robust and highly effective mode of ecological interaction.66

The Western Hemisphere Convention’s emphasis on 
knowledge-sharing could serve as a mandate for bringing these 
indigenous knowledge systems into the forefront of interna-
tional environmental policy and cooperation.67 By harmonizing 
modern governance approaches with traditional sovereignty and 
other associated legal rights of indigenous communities, a revi-
talization of the Western Hemisphere Convention would enhance 
the endeavors of indigenous American peoples and bring 
their voices to the forefront of the international environmental 
movement. By providing resources to these often ignored and 
underfunded systems of knowledge and supplementing modern 
dialogue frameworks, a reinvigorated Western Hemisphere 
Convention could ensure the inclusion of traditionally excluded 
communities and the more equitable and efficient protection of 
natural spaces.68

Aside from the diplomatic and political advances possible 
under a revitalized Western Hemisphere Convention, scientific 
advances would be well heralded in a meeting of the parties. As 
previously stated, one of the main purposes behind the original 
drafting and ratification of the Western Hemisphere Convention 
was to provide a framework for biologists, ecologists, and other 
scientists from each of the party nations to share their data and 
conclusions.69 Notably, the potential for gathering and sharing 
scientific information is far greater today than it was in 1940s.70 
Today, scientific advances allow for precise and holistic study 
of the migratory species of the Western Hemisphere.71 Where 
before flocks of migrating birds had to be tallied by hand, result-
ing in an incomplete picture of a species journey from one border 
to another, science now gives people the tools to precisely mea-
sure the exact route of even migratory insects.72 Despite these 
advances in technology and understanding, scientists and envi-
ronmentalists across the Western Hemisphere are struggling to 
coordinate their efforts and gather the information necessary to 
establish working strategies for cross-border conservation.73 The 
Western Hemisphere Convention, with its system for scientific 
knowledge-sharing baked into its articles, provides a ready rem-
edy to this lingering obstacle and should be utilized to establish 
a broader framework for the coordination of other international 
agreements which call for scientific knowledge-sharing.74 Under 
a Western Hemisphere Convention framework, modern technol-
ogy can and should be used to fulfill the prescient vision of an 
international scientific community dedicated to the preservation 
of the hemisphere’s biological diversity.

IV. The ConVenTIon for WesTern hemIsphere 
naTure proTeCTIon Is needed  

In The 21sT CenTury

A. Modern Losses in Biodiversity  
And Modern strAtegies to Cope

The Western Hemisphere is home to the most biodiverse 
regions on Earth and to approximately sixty percent of the 
world’s species.75 The Amazon basin, alone, accounts for ten 

percent of the planet’s biodiversity.76 Within the hemisphere, 
Latin American and Caribbean nations alone have seen over a 
ninety percent reduction in species populations between 1970 
and 2016.77 In just the year 2020, “President Jair Bolsonaro’s 
war on trees cost 4,280 square miles of the Amazon . . . a twelve-
year high,” while in Argentina, “the country’s own environmen-
tal minister described ‘ecocide’” when ranchers ignited fires 
which burned hundreds of square miles of forest.78

The damage wrought in Brazil is not for Brazil alone to 
deal with. Like all environmental catastrophes, the effects of the 
fires in the Amazon are hemispheric and global.79 As “Father of 
the National Parks” John Muir wrote over a century ago, “[w]
hen we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to 
everything else in the Universe.”80 Some migratory species cov-
ered by the Western Hemisphere Convention, for example, are 
in special need of protection due to the nature of their disparate 
and disconnected habitats.81 They of course do not recognize 
international borders and without concerted efforts on either 
side of our borders, these species face a dire position. Migratory 
species also include some of the largest and most predominant 
groups of species, from hundreds of species of birds to the mon-
arch butterflies— essential pollinators who carry modern agri-
culture on their lilliputian shoulders.82 Since the signing of the 
Western Hemisphere Convention, science has devised new and 
effective means of tracking and monitoring migratory species.83 
These new technologies may serve as a guide for reshaping the 
Convention’s mandate to match a modern understanding of the 
Western Hemisphere.84

B. iMpACt on the peopLes of the AMeriCAs  
And new efforts under the Convention

It is not the flora and fauna, alone, who will benefit from a 
revised Western Hemisphere Convention mandate. The peoples 
of the Americas will benefit. Their lives, their health, and their 
countries’ economies will be greatly enhanced under a vigor-
ous system of international environmental protections.85 Many 
South and Central American nations have begun emphasizing 
‘ecotourism,’ which affords major monetary benefits from the 
influx of foreign and domestic tourists drawn to see wilderness 
and wild species in unique local habitats.86 In the United States 
approximately $40 billion are spent annually by bird watchers 
alone as they travel around the country seeking rare birds.87 This 
form of economic impact would only be expanded as the articles 
of the Western Hemisphere Convention are invoked, creating 
new wilderness areas for international travel and conserving 
species that bring in flocks of tourists, and their wallets.

C. despite Being unfunded, the western 
heMisphere Convention is Being used todAy  
By soMe pArty MeMBers

More nations have joined the effort since the Western 
Hemisphere Convention’s formation in 1940 by ratifying the 
treaty in their territories.88 Today, only thirteen American nation-
states within the Western Hemisphere remain non-parties to the 
Western Hemisphere Convention.89 Several nations that joined 
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the Western Hemisphere Convention at its inception, as well as 
other nations who have since ratified it in subsequent decades, 
have shown a renewed spark of interest in the robust ideals and 
directives found in the agreement.

Argentina has recently adopted a national regime for the 
identification and establishment of “areas of the territory of 
the republic that due to their extraordinary beauty or richness 
in native flora or fauna may be declared national reserves or 
national monuments to be protected and conserved for scien-
tific research, education and enjoyment of present and future 
generations.”90 This language and intent bears a striking resem-
blance to its inspiration, the Western Hemisphere Convention, 
which Argentina joined at its inception.91 The Secretary of the 
Environment of Paraguay, pursuant to Article II, Section III of 
the Western Hemisphere Convention, notified the Pan-American 
Union in 2018 that Paraguay had declared the Yetyty Estuary 
a protected wildlife area.92 Furthermore, in January of 2022, 
Costa Rica invoked the Western Hemisphere Convention’s man-
date for States to maintain effective protected areas as a prime 
justification in issuing a decree that significantly expanded the 
boundaries of the Cocos Island National Park.93 These examples 
do not stand alone. There is a palpable appetite around the hemi-
sphere for the regime of international cooperation provided for 
by the Convention.94

No event illustrates more profoundly both the international 
need for the revitalization of the Convention than the most 
recent Summit of the Americas in June 2022.95 At the Summit, 
the Organization of American States approved five multinational 
commitments, one of which was a declaration in support of 
“Our Sustainable Green Future.”96 This declaration commits 
the party governments to “[a]dopt, as appropriate, national 
initiatives to halt and reverse forest loss and land degradation, 
which includes the protection of biodiversity and ecosystems, 
implementing more ambitious actions in keeping with science” 
and to “[e]nhance environmental education, through research 
and active and inclusive participation from all stakeholders.”97 
These commitments resonate strongly with the commitments 
made by many of these same nations eight decades ago when 
they signed the commitments made at the Western Hemisphere 
Convention.98

The only striking difference between the two sets of com-
mitments is the Summit of the Americas emphasis on climate 
change.99 Though anthropic climate change was unknown to 
the drafters and signers of the Convention, its language needs 
few adjustments to match the climate-focused language found 
throughout the recent declaration by the Organization of 
American States.100 While the goal of the Western Hemisphere 
Convention was not to prevent or reduce humanity’s impact on 
the global climate, its goal of preserving persevering forever the 
biodiversity and ecosystems of the Western Hemisphere is nev-
ertheless essential to dampening the ravages of a warmer planet.

V. The UniTed STaTeS ShoUld lead  
an efforT To Call a MeeTing of The  

WeSTern heMiSphere ConVenTion parTieS

The potential for hemispheric cooperation is already embed-
ded in the Western Hemisphere Convention, and a renewed 
commitment to that principle would have profound benefits 
for the Western Hemisphere and every nation-state within.101 
An expanded and enforced list of protected species would 
slow the precipitous decline in the biodiversity of the hemi-
sphere. Adherence to the Western Hemisphere Convention’s 
emphasis on scientific research and knowledge-sharing would 
present solutions to those nations battling the worst impacts 
of a warming climate and connect the American nations at an 
intimate, human level. The articles of the Western Hemisphere 
Convention outlining when, where, and why nations should 
designate protected spaces could be expounded upon by includ-
ing a habitat’s use as a carbon sink as a criterion for protec-
tion, leading to the preservation of vast acreages of wilderness 
essential to soaking up excess carbon and slowing the rate of 
global warming.102 Green corridors could be created, linking not 
only the protected flora and fauna of the various nation-states, 
but also the nations themselves.103 The decades which followed 
the signing of the Convention demonstrate, on a grand scale, the 
beneficial impacts of international cooperation.104 The United 
States and the nations of the Western Hemisphere should use 
those past decades of successful experience and implementation 
in international diplomacy and conservation as a model for the 
decades to come.

If the common heritage of the Western Hemisphere is to 
be preserved, dramatic steps must be taken in record time.105 
Revitalization of the prescient Western Hemisphere Convention 
provides a clear opportunity to bypass the tedious and improb-
able prospect of Senate ratification of another environmentally 
focused international agreement.106 The parties to the Western 
Hemisphere Convention should immediately move forward 
under the Convention, organize a meeting of the parties, and 
pursue the adoption of a well-funded secretariat who could 
facilitate regular meetings of the parties; support, maintain, and 
distribute information from the Parties; create a science-policy 
interface; and establish a framework for broader, more inclusive 
dialogue on regional conservation issues. Funding a secretariat 
would cost the governments of the Western Hemisphere a micro-
scopic amount, especially in comparison to the billions required 
by the environmental destruction that such a secretariat could 
ameliorate.107 The nations of the Western Hemisphere who are 
not yet party to the Western Hemisphere Convention, such as 
Canada and Jamaica, should be invited to this meeting and asked 
to join this hemispheric effort.108

It is only through working in tandem, as a united hemi-
sphere, that the objectives and spirit of the Western Hemisphere 
Convention can fully be achieved. A revitalized Western 
Hemisphere Convention could ensure that: vast landscapes are 
conserved on either side of international borders; migratory 
species are protected at their origin and destination; critical 
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indigenous knowledge systems are expanded and utilized; indig-
enous communities are respected and their consent obtained; 
wide spread sharing of scientific tools and information is 
achieved; and robust economies are centered on the recreational 
and aesthetic enjoyment of the Western Hemisphere’s shared 
ecological heritage. There is a deluge of worsening threats stem-
ming from climate change bearing down upon the entirety of the 
Western Hemisphere, and the decades-old Western Hemisphere 
Convention is a metaphorical dam waiting in the wings.

As partners in the Western Hemisphere seek to strengthen 
their economic and trade ties, there must be a concomitant effort 
to expand our ecological connections and cooperation as well. 
The United States, as a country of vast economic wealth and 
international repute—as well as the nation which led the effort 
to ratify the Western Hemisphere Convention nearly a century 
ago—should lead the effort to revitalize this essential treaty. The 
nations of the Western Hemisphere, led once again by the United 
States, should not hesitate to use this invaluable tool.109 
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