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A STUDY OF TIE IH2ATES OF TIE STATE TRAIMNC SCHOOL 

AHD TEE STATE ESHITERTIARY OF KQRTII DAKOTA

CHAPTER I

OBJECTIVES, SOURCES AHD LETHGBS 

OF THE IWESTIOmOE

1. HEED FOR TIE STUDY

COHFiaCTIHG OPINIONS REGARDING TIE CAUSES OF CHILE

There have "been many conflicting opinions regarding the causes of 

crime, the mental abilities of criminalsf their gfeysical condition, and their 

environmental surroundings. Because of the diversity of opinion, an assembly 

of factual material is necessary in arriving at any scientific conclusions 

tegarding the desirable treatment of this largo and expensive class of society. 

This study was undertaken to {gather certain facts concerning t  o types of law 

"breakerss ( 1 ) Juvenile reformatory pupils, uni ( 2 ) penitentiary inmates.

2. SOURCES OF DATA

Î r rare .good fortune the writer had an exceptional opportunity to 

give the Amgr Alpha Intelligence Tests and gather personal data regarding the 

imates of the Juvenile State Reformatory at Il&ndan, Horth Dakota, and the 

State Penitentiary at Bismarck in the same state.



3. GBJT’CTXVEB OF THIS STUDY

The investigation seeks to secure factual data on the folloxiing 

special questions. On the basic o f the data certain conclusions are dram 

and suggestions are mde concerning the betterment o f social conditions and 

the reduction o f the mount of crir.no, especially among the youth.

The investigation seeks to discover whether there are correlations 

between tlj© followings

1, Intelligence and crir-c.

2, Education and crime,

3, nationality and crirue.

4, Religion and ©rime,

5, Occupation anil crime.

6, A;;e and crime,

7, Home conditions and crime,

4, tie.; stash:: mamma school

LOCATION

ffllie State Training School o f North Dakota is located southwest of 

the c ity  o f . .'andan, one mile west and a quarter o f a sail© south o f that c ity  

I t  includes 1409 acres o f land ami In addition to this COO more acres are 

rented. There are fourteen major buildings and some minor buildings furnish 

lag ascompodationa for 250 boys and g ir ls ,

summons

The object o f this school, according to the law o f the state, is 

to train, educate, and discipline juvenile offenders vdio have com in con-



f i l e t  with the lav. As a matter of fact, these who have cone In con flic t 

with the law, in most eases, have gotten beyond the control o f their parents.

To ns i t  seem that the present age makes i t  even sore necessary than at the 

tin® the above vim specified (1902) to stress the principles o f discipline 

and hard work in the training of young pee 1©, many of whose parents seen 

to have been influenced by that kind of popular and pernicious present-day 

training that might be characterised as do-aa-you-p lease education—a  type 

absolutely sure to bring disaster to any child. Our contact with boys and 

g ir ls  who have found i t  more convenient not to obey one law or another of 

the state convinces us of the need o f inculcating some of the rigorous d is

cipline o f our forefathers} of cultivating the pi oncer sp ir it  that hesitates 

not at hard work and hardships to attain whatever is worth while, ''o find 

ourselves called upon to o ffset the lack o f training of parents.(1)

PQHJLATIQE

At the tine the writer mad® his v is it  to the Training School (Dec

ember 27, 28, 29, 1932) there were 233 students in the institution, this 

number being made, up of 149 boys and 84 g ir ls . These students were of every 

age from seven to twenty-two} they were of many nationalities} members of 

taany churches} children of parents of almost every possible occupation} and 

members o f nearly every type of hone condition.

3

1. Fifteenth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of the State Training 
School at randan, Forth Dakota to the Board of Administration, July 1, 
1930-June 30, 1932.
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IMKODUCTCRX EXPERIENCE AT THE SCHOOL

According to the superintendent,

hen the boy arrives at this school he is 
advised of the roles and regulations. He is told 
just what in expected of him and why it  is expect
ed. He is then put on ..hat v#e ca ll * the extra 
gang* made up of a ll  those who have not regular 
jobs. As soon as he shows that he is steady and 
reliable at his work, he is given a job in one of 
the special lines such as carpentry, plumbing, 
power house work, farm, kitchen or household work, 
etc. I f  he proves reliable at one of these jobs, 
but prefers to do something else, he is given pre
ference over a new boy coming out of the ’ extra 
.gang.* He is required to go to school from Sep
tember to June half of each day and work the other 
h a lf , " ( l )

The g ir ls , on entering the school, are taken to buildings apart from 

those of the boys. Hot as much was learned of the exact rules for the girls  

but the writer did see the quarters and the work which they did there. It 

seemed that most of their work was in needlecraft. As fine « u k  as can be 

found any.,here in the line of rug making, tapestry, quilting, painting and 

art is done right t lie re at the training school by these {girls.

CEII- JIAL APIEARAKCE OF THE GROUP

On visiting the training school, instead of finding a roug of ha lf- 

frfrhtcned boys and girls with depressed looks, we foiind a roup of bright 

faces— seemingly cheerful and happy* boys and girls who did not croxash as i f  

afraid, when the superintendent approached. The writer was informed by the

1. Ibid,
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Number of children in family Sex

Are parents living toother? Divorced Dead_______

Nature of offence________ _________________________________ __________

To- n ______ __County______ _ Grade in School

Age v.hen entered____________ Birthplace __________

Hcrx conditions ______________________

Superintendent* s comments: _______ ________________ _________

5. THE STATE POT TEMPI AHf

LOCATION

The North Dakota State Penitentiary is located about two miles east 

of Bismarck on highway number ten.

FUNCTIONS

The object of this institution is to discipline offenders who hav© 

eoix in conflict with the laws of North Daiota. '.hile here tinsy are given 

an opportunity to learn a trade in order to better equip themselves for the 

time they a ll  look forward to—-being out in society again as free men and 

woBjen. Those who wish may attend (not compulsory) educational lectures given 

within the penitentiary.

POPULATION

At the time this study was made the prison population was 563. Of



superintendent that every boy and g ir l knew from the very f ir s t  day in the 

institution that the past would not be held against his, that he had an op

portunity to he good or "bad, and that he would "be dealt with accordingly.

Visualise, i f  possible, just What constitutes the student populat

ion of the training school. According to the superintendent*s records i t  is 

mad® up ch iefly  of those who have quit school some time before going there. 

The average age of those entering is about sixteen years, and many have been 

out of school for years. The middle of the eighth grade seems to have been 

the stopping place for the large number. In getting bach to school they at 

f ir s t  find i t  hard to study and concentrate, and d ifficu lt  to memorize.

"One encouraging fact is that many after leaving 
here request that they any return in order that they 
say fin ish school. I fe e l that many boys and girls  
arc here inspired with £he desire to fin ish school." (1 )

DATA SECURED

A complete history of each student mm taken from the records of 

superintendent, and intelligence tests were administered to 158 o f them.

An attempt was made to give tests to a ll ho were in the fourth grade or 

above. The tests given were the Army Alpha. These tests were a l l  graded 

by the writer. The results were tabulated and w ill b© presented in the 

graphs which appear in another part of this thesis.

The following is a copy of the questions to vMch answers were 

obtained for each student o f the training schools

In it ia ls . nationality __________

Parent’ s accusation ______ _  Religion ______

1. Ibid.
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this number only three ’.»ere women. These people were of nearly every age 

from seventeen to seventy-four j they were of many nationalities; me misers of 

many ehurebes; men of marly every occupation; men from every grade in school, 

from the firs t  to college graduates*

FIHST UJJD355ISMS

On arrival* they are instructed "by the warden concerning the rules 

and just what is expected of them, etc. The occupation tMeh each has been 

following, i f  it  is a legal one, is taken into consideration and after a te\ 

months in the t in e  factory the individual, providing his behavior is good, 

may be assigned to some particular work of his liking, such as tailoring, 

shoemaking, farming, barbaring, trucking, kitchen work, etc.

It is also to the prisoner’ s advantage to not abuse his privileges, 

since his conduct determines to a large extent his chances of a shorter sent

ence,

GEKKBAL APEEARAH3B OF THK IlEiATES

On visiting the penitentiary one may be very much impressed by the 

composition of the Inmates of the institution. One w ill see many young men; 

men of college age; men in the twenties—rather than old, gray, and hardened 

criminals with looks that determine their destiny (according to some) from 

the time of their birth.

The attitude of the incoming prisoner is somewhat different from 

that of the incoming boy or g ir l at the training school. The majority of 

the students in the training school seem to really feel upset at f ir s t , but 

not so vlth a large part of the inmates of the prison. The inmates, especial

ly those in the teens and twenties, do not seem to realise at a ll  the serious
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ness of the situation, hut have a carefree or important (cocky) a ir. I t  is 

after they have been in the penitentiary a few mseks that they begin to rea l

ly  fe e l bad sad to realise there is nothing "funry" about i t  at a ll.

DATA SECURED

The writer sad© Ms v is it  to the Penitentiary o f Korth Dakota on 

:larch 3, 4, and 5, 1933, at which time he took complete histories of each 

insist® in the institution. Intelligence tests were administered to as many 

as could be brought together without inconveniencing the officers to wash. 

Tests wcre given to twenty-five, representing the fourth, sixth, eighth, 

ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades.

The following is a copy of the information sheet vMcli was f i l le d  

in concerning each inmate in the prison:

In it ia l  ITmnbcr nationality .... ...................

Occupation Religion_______ . ,.................. —

Sex Age ’..hen committed Education . ........... ..

Matrimonial status nature o f offence .......

____________ _____Town County _______  .

Birthplace Sentence .......... .............. .......

This study is concerned, o f course, only with the State o f llorth 

Dakota, but is probably typical of the other states of the Union,
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CHATTER I I

A® a id  io t k l l ig e ie e  cp mama

Because there has been much misinformation regarding the ages of 

la, -breakers, i t  me deened ins; or tent to ascertain the ages o f a l l  the in

itiates o f "both institutions containing the violators o f the state.

1. ACSSS in THE STATE TRADE HG SCHOOL

Boys and g ir ls  rftxo have "become delinquent arc sent to the State 

Training School, iron© "below the age o f seven are committed, and those 

above the ago of twenty-ene are sent to the State Penitentiary* But there 

are, according to the superintendent o f the school, exceptions in which 

boys and g ir ls  past this age are sent to the training school rather than 

to the penitentiary, depending on the nature of the crime, The D istrict 

Judge uses his own discretion In this matter, I f  the crime committed is 

of a very serious nature, the one committing such act my be sentenced to 

the penitentiary at an age younger than twenty-one. Some have been com

mitted to the penitentiary at the age of seventeen, and some have been 

taken to the training school at the age of twenty-two. A tabulation of the 

ages of those in the institution for juvenile offenders is given below, The 

xrvabers for each age and the percentage# are indicated in Table I.
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TABLE I

m m i  Dakota state TiiA im m  school bhrolljut m  aces

7 1 .44
9 3 1.34

10 4 1.79
11 7 3.15
22 9 4.04
13 18 8.07
u 29 13,00
15 39 17.49
15 36 15.14
17 32 14.35
18 25 11,21
19 19 8.51
20 8 3.59
21 1 .44
22 2 .89

I’ll© ag© having the largest representation is fifteen , This age males 

up 17,49 per cent of the Training School enrollment. The a;es fourteen, s ix 

teen, seventeen make up 72,19 per cent of the tota l enrollment. The results 

of this study of ages correspond to the study m&e by James Beane In the 

Indiana State School for Girls, The numbers for the various ages and. the 

percentages In that institution are as fo lio  ,o:

TABES II

DISTRIBUTION HT AGES OF THE Ilt/ATES OF TIE 
INDIANA STATJ SCHOOL FOB GIH1S ( l )

Percent a ®
10 1 .33
11 9 3.00
12 8 2.67
13 48 16,00
14 70 23.33
15 87 29.00
16 40 13.33
17 ___ ___________ m ......... ....

1, Beans, James C. "A Survey of 300 Del inrue nt Girls in the Indiana State 
School for Girls at Clermont, Indiana,” Journal of Juvenile Research. July 
1931, pp. 19G-208,



11

Pi gore 1
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IX

’Plie four aces most outstanding in the Korth Dakota State Training 

School were those of fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen with a total 

percental of 72,19, while these same ages are represented in the Indiana 

State School for Girls "by a percentage of 70.0, ''Bio youngsters of fifteen  

are oost numerous in both of the institutions. In the north Dakota Draining 

School they have a percentage of 17,49 per cent and in the Indiana State 

School for Girls 29,0 per cent are at that age,

Thomas Travis says on ages of juvenile delinquents,

«At Janecburg, Sew Jersey, sixty per cent were be
tween the ages of thirteen and sixteen, most being being 
fifteen years old, while at the Vm: York Juvenile Asylum 
most -.ore a ed fourteen. The average age of a l l  the dei- 
iiwuent boys is 14.09 and that of the delinquent g ir l  
14,71."(1)

a. ACES III THE ST AT. H3HITEIITIAHY

A study of the ages of the inmates of the State Penitentiary is of 

©special interest. In the institution for juvenile delinquents v.e should 

expect to find many of youthful age, but in the institutions for adult offend

ers it  has been assumed that the majority are of middle are or t e l l advanced 

in l i fe . The ages of those in the State Penitentiary of liorth Dakota are 

arranged ift the accompanying: Table III .

An examination of the table shows that there arc more inmates of 

the a e of twenty-seven than any other age. They make up 7.16 per cent of 

the penitentiary population. Of the total of 563 Inmates in the institution 

129 are twenty-five years of age or younger, that is , 3D.53 per cent. There 

were 122 i»tvxsen the ages of twenty-eix and thirty-five, or 33,61 per cent

1 . Travis, Thomas, Tta Youasr Ihlcfactor. A Study of Juvenile Delinquency.
Ife’..r York, T. Y, Co©*© 11 aal Con. any, 1900, pp, 150-152.



TABES I I I

DISTRIBUTION OF THE miEWAWIAHI IirATT.S M  A®S

A iS ir ifumber Percentage . As* Xmi'focr . Percenfaae

17 4 1.10 40 8 2.20
18 3 .82 41 4 1.10
19 11 3.03 42 8 2.20
20 20 5.51 43 5 1.37
21 21 5.78 44 8 2.20
22 19 5.23 45 8 2,20
23 23 6.33 46 7 1.93
24 16 4.40 47 4 1.10
25 12 3.30 40 4 1.10
26 17 4.68 49 6 1.70
27 26 7.16 50 2 ,55
28 18 4.93 51 2 .55
29 5 1.37 52 3 .82
30 9 2.47 53 2 .55
31 7 1.93 54 4 1.10
32 12 3.30 55 3 ,82
33 7 1.93 61 2 .55
34 7 1.93 64 1 .27
35 14 3.85 56 2 .55
36 13 3.58 69 1 .27
37 2 .55 70 1 .27
38 6 1.70 73 1 .27
39 4 1.10 74 1 .27

of tli© tota l population of the penitentiary, c gee fror.i these figures that 

89,14 per cent o f the Inmates had entered the institution "before thAir thirty** 

sixth birthday.

Doctor Cady, in his survey of the apes of First Comalttnsnte of 500 

prironers In lo m found that 76,0 per cent of those inmates mre admitted at 

apes under th irty. I f  ve could have the totals and percentages for the ares 

to th irty-five we would see a greater percentage tlian in the case of the 

Forth Dakota Penitentiary. The proportion would probably be about 84.0 per 

cent, which is 14.0 per cent higher than in the Berth Dakota inmates for those 

(1 X 3 , The different muabers for the various &.:»© in Cady’ s study are shown

in fable IT.
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TABLT IY

A(53i OP FIRST CCmsmZZiT OF 500 PRISOHEBS IK I0.:A(1)

A ima Dumber ....____ , „-2siL Steal
Under 20 years o f age 150 30,0
20 to 25 140 28.0
25 to 30 90 18.0
30 to 40 70 14.0
40 to 50 24 4,8
50 to 60 21 4.2
60 to 70 5

Thomas Travis says, on this topic of axs and crime.

'’At Illin o is  Penitentiary fifty -e igh t per cent of the 
inmates committed their f ir s t  penitentiary offence before the 
age o f twenty-five, At Elmira 89,9 per cent of the inmates 
were below twenty-five) the indications are that they be an 
their reformatory offences below twenty."(2)

Charles Sherwood Bicker compiled the following table on the ages 

o f 300 inmates of the State Farm in Eassaehusetts.

TABIZ Y

ACES OP 300 XKL1ATES OF WE STATS FARM 
IK MASSACHUSETTS (3)

.Ages...... , ..Jiuabtr_ . ....Percentages
16 to 25 63 21.0
26 to 35 54 18.0
36 to 45 60 20.0
46 to 55 52 17.7ifofS m

3, POFtJMTIOK OF TK IKSTITOTIOIS BST AG S 

COMPARED WITH STATE PISTBIBUTIOK

In the Census Reports for the State o f Horth Dakota we find the 

tota l numbers for a group of ages rather titan for each age and they are

1, Cady, Dr, "Study in Iowa," taken from Bolton’ s Adolescent I Rue at ion. Be--; 
York, The ISacmlllan Company, Chapter X III, pp, 291-292,

2, Travis, Op, c l t . , pp, 150-152,
3, Ricker, Charles Sherwood, "Study of 300 Inmates of the State Farm In lias a 

acfaasetts," ..laarnal of ..Juvenile Research. April 1932, p. 107.
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classified  in  fable VI. To make comparisons and to figure ratios, the numbers 

in the institutions st-died have bean grouped as they are in the Census re

ports of 1930,

TA B ® VI

POFULATIOH OF THE IKSflfOTIO® W  AES COE ARID IT;: STATi:

" "iforth D akota ''' Br-laon
Under 5 years 75,726
5 to 9 years 78,119 4

10 to 14 years 79,886 67
15 to 19 years 75,343 151 18
20 to 24 years 61,353 11 99
25 to 29 years 48,988 78
30 to 34 years 43,341 42
35 to 44 years 82,500 72
45 to 54 years 64,868 42
55 to 64 years 39,548 6
65 to 74 years 22,131 6
75 or over 8,149
Unknown 393
Totals 680,845 233 363

From the above table we are able to compute a ratio for each age 

group and determine at what age orlme is most frequent. In the f ir s t  column 

on the le f t  the ages are grouped as in the Census Report and in the next 

column the tota l population of the state in each croup. In the other two 

columns are the Training School and Penitentiary enrollment in those groups. 

To find the ratio o f any particular group to the population o f the state in 

that group, divide the total in the state by the institution population.

The a/es which are represented in the two institutions - ith  the 

largest ratio are those o f fifteen  to nineteen inclusive. In the two inst

itutions there are 169 inmates in this ag© group .and in the at te as a thole 

there are 75,343 in this group, making a ratio o f 1 to 446. This means that 

is  the state o f Berth Dakota, for ©very 446 people in this age range there 

is  one representative in one of the two institutions. The second highest



ratio  is found in the a e range of twenty to t?«nty-four. In this age range 

the State of north Dakota has found i t  necessary to taka from society a tota l 

of 110 of the 61,853 in that are range, or a total ratio of 1 to 565, The 

third most frequent age rang# is that from twenty-fiv* to twenty-nine with a 

ratio of 1 to 628, The penitentiary has an enrollment of 42 in the age ran;© 

of thirty to thirty-four to a state population in that range of 43,321, or a 

ratio of 1 to 1,032. The ages ten to fourteen come next with a total of 6? 

com ared -,vlth the state total of 79,886, making a ratio  of 1 to 1,192. The 

grouping of ages thus far has "been in five-year ranges /hil© those we take up 

next are for periods of tenyears each. This i l l  not a ffect the results ae 

they w ill he helc. the ratios so far discussed. In the age range of th irty- 

five  to forty-four inclusive, there are taken from society 72 of their 82,500 

of those ages which makes a ratio of 1 to 1,146, The last of any importance 

are in the arcs of fo rty-five  to fifty -fou r. The state lias segregated 42 out 

o f the tota l 64,868 of those a cs in the whole state, or a ratio  of 1 to 1,544.

4. TIH': IHCEttlffilBCE OF T AIUIEG SCHOOL PUPILS

THE TESTS Cl FEU

In this investigation the Army Alpha Intelligence Examinations,

Fora V, were administered. There are several reasons for using this particular 

test, namely, that i t  i3 so well known, easy to administer, well standardised 

and is the test that has been used in the most outstanding surveys o f this

nature in the past.

In tli# manual of instruction for use with the Amy Alpha In te llig 

ence Test, the introductory statement is as followss

"The Army Alpha Intelligence Examination was prepared 
hy the Psychology Committee of the Hat onal He search Council 
for the purpose of testing the adult men for army classification
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during the recent ' orId ar, S 1 noe its release for funeral 
•use in 1919, it  lias "been given to thousands of students in 
elementary schools, high schools, and colleges. The stand
ards, • hich are found were computed from the test results of 
27,808 students whose school standing was distributed between 
the fourth grade and hi{h school and college graduate, both 
inclusive,"( 1 )

Doctor Carl Murchison, professkr of Psychology in Clark University, 

who undoubtedly is the best known authority on criminal intelligence, used 

the Army Tests in his study, and says of th:s particular test,

"Bo assumption is made as to whether the Army Alpha test 
measures ary tiling that is native. For the practical pur
pose of this book, intelligence is whatever is expressed 
quan titatively as measured by the Alpha test. This makes 
practical comparison possible. Professional psychologists 
w ill readily under stand the practical necessity for this 
division of discussion," ( 2 )

H10CEDUEE

The tests were administered to the students in the Training School 

by Urs, A. C, Scott, principal of the high school, during the Christmas 

vacation, 1932, They were immediately forwarded to the writer and scored 

and recorded by him personally. The total number who took the tests was 

158 out of tJio 233 students enrolled at th&c time. The differences betv.een 

these numbers are due to three causes j namely, some were below the fourth 

grade and those were not tested, som  were unable to take the test because 

of Illness, and some were granted leave to go home for the vacation period.

DISTRIBUTION OF 880BES

Table VII show's the distribution of scores and ages in the different

trades in the Training School,

1, Arny Alpha Intelligence Examination I~anual—Bureau of educational Measure
ments, j.acoas State Teachers College, Emporia, ansas, 7th e&i t lon,I.'ayl, 1930

2. -.orchison, Carl, Original Jntelllgsm c. Clark University, orcester, .hss- 
ackusetts, 192G, p, 8.
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TABLE V II

ARJff ALPHA test results at the state t r a ilin g  school m GRADE

" ! :? r s
69 „ 14 125 17 165 17 161 18
84 ~x> 20 115 14 136 18 142 1?
52 2> 18 105 18 131 X 14 137 14
3 3 ° 20 103 16 127 1? 135 19

a;. 16 125 T> 17 134- 16
81 17 92 15 108 V1 18 133 16
78 14 88 17 99 CD 20 132 17
77 17 85 17 93 19 130 IS
67 __ 19 85 15 124 18
65 ^ 13 84 18 159 17 117 17
64 v 16 80 16 150 15 116 20
58 -S 14 79 17 141 18 114 16
53 £ 17 78 18 130 16 112 IS
50 CD 17 78 20 138 IS 111 17
26 17 77 19 136 15 110 15

73 18 128 16 110 19
112 14 73 19 128 19 109 16
106 17 70 16 12? 10 108 16
90 14 70 QJ 19 127 18 107 14
88 19 68 ~o 15 125 IS 106 17
88 15 68 <a 18 125 18 105 *  16
86 15 65 A 15 122 16 105 17
85 17 64 LOT 17 120 18 104 . 18
84 13 61 17 120 21 102 J 19
83 14 60 18 119 16 101 l  17
83 14 58 15 115 X 20 101 L 20
82 12 54 18 112 18 99 e? 18
81 17 48 16 112 <D 18 97 14
81 14 47 16 111 13 19 94 23
77 14 lot £ 18 92 15
75 - 15 181 18 102 c£jf 18 86 19
75 £ 21 160 19 101 18 85 20
72 17 150 17 101 19 82 18
G5 ^ 19 149 17 94 17 81 20
64 H 17 136 17 90 16 78 17
63 £ 20 133 X 18 89 17 75 17
62 15 118 20 7? 17 75 19
59 20 111 -ts 19 73 15 52 19
57 16 104 19 38 21
54 19 100 CD 19
50 18 96 20
38 17 89 19

EXPLANATION OF TABLE V II

In this table the scopes are arranged by grades and within each
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it̂ radc according to rank, the highest acore firs t  and the lo eat last. The ages 

of the respective individuals accompany the scores. The redian and extreme 

scores for each grad© are given he low in comparison tilth  the corresponding 

scores obtained by Sciirammel and ood for the pupils in the public schools. 

Those marked (a ) are the Training School grades5 those marked (b ) are the group 

tested and tabulated by Schrarael and ood.

TABLE 7111

MEDIAN, LO 1ST AMD HI CHEST SCORES FOR TEE DIFFERENT S HADES IN TIE STATE TRAINING

In dian  Lov.esit Highest real an Lowest Highest

Grade 7 
(a ) T.S. 58 33 69

Grade IX 
(a ) T.S. 106 38 161

(b) S & W* 41 9 83 (b) S & W* 97 43 166

Grade 71 
(a ) T.S, 64.5 26 81

GBad® X 
(a ) T.S. 120 73 159

(b) S & W 53 20 97 (b ) S &Vf 1 1 1 51 172

Grade 711 
(a ) T.S. 79 38 112

Ck-ade XI 
(a ) T.S. 126 93 165

(b ) S & W 71 26 126 (b ) S & W 122 62 181

Grade 7111 
(a ) T.S. 77 4 7 125

Grade XII 
(a ) T.S. 125.5 89 181

fb ) S & V 85 ?5 149 (h ) S L V/ __ 1SZ__ 67

•The letters S & W indicate the group tested by H. E, Sckramrael and . . ood
for the Bureau of Educational Leasurenjent, Kansas State Teachers College, 
Emporia, ansas. Figures were computed from a study of 27,800 students.

The words ’median* and ’ norm* w ill be used in the same sense, meaning 

* the midpoint of a distribution, or that point in the distribution above and

below which are 50 per cent of the scores.*

The ages are recorded opposite the Scores in Table 711 in the event 

that one should wish to compute the intelligence quotient (I .Q .).

1. Arny Alpha Intelligence Examination liannal, Or. clt
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Tim f i  Tires given in (b) for the Schrammc. 1 and Wood computation w ill 

be used as a standard norm for this discussion because of the fact that these 

figures were obtained from such a large number of oases (27,800).

In the Stain Training School only one grade, namely the eighth, f e l l  

below the norm. In this particular grade ten had median scores or above and 

nineteen ware below, giving” us an unfavorable percentage o f 65.50, while tine 

sixth grade showed the highest median with six on or above the norm and only 

two below, giving us only 20*0 per cent below. In the seventh grade to find 

nineteen above and nine below the norm* the f i f th  grade had one below and three 

above, or a favorable percentage o f 75.0; both the nfcnth and tenth grade showed 

very much larger numbers above than below the norm—in the case of the- ninth 

grad* there were twenty-eight above and eleven below, or 74.56 per cent, ant! 

in the tenth grade we see twenty-one to nine, giving* them a favorable percentage 

of 50,0, Che seventh grade was s ligh tly  below the tenth with five  above and 

three below, or in percentages wo have 62,25 above and 37.75 below norm.

TABI£ IX

p.BCEBWASiS BSf GRADES FALLING miff. A1© ABOVE THE STASDAKL H0H1I, STATE TMIBHIG

Grade
Percentage Above

—.... ...... -............ IIbrm
Percentage Below 

Ilona

5 75.00 25.00
6 80.00 20.00
7 65.39 34,61
8 34.50 65.50
9 74.36 25,64

10 70.00 30.00
111 62.25 37.75

*J£______________ - - _______________ ____________________ _________________ r*& m _____

The twelfth grade made a poorer record on the scores, ith  six  in the upper 

ant six in the lower, or 50,0 per cent.

I f  m  take a ll  the grades as a whole we find 38.0 per cent to be

below the norm and 62.0 per cent above the note.
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m  kbsb  m u m p  m  o? 10  c m  xwELLiflEhcn?

no doubt mmst people have the idea that these daUnquent# are bogs 

and girls of Iw  lnteHlr©EC*««—dletlmtly fe able-cFndcd or morons, hat such 

does Hot seen to ease Is this study, la the "VaiHiBf* School studied 02*0 per 

cent were actually above the com* ’Em only ;tsxlo to fa ll below to any great 

osrtcnt me that at the ©Ifflife Meh shooed s percentage below 1&e none' of 65*5, 

Xiwesti rati one similar to this V  il*# ifenjanin frasfes of »••.. York 

State l©fo*mtsry in his study of the Sew Jersey j®fcrautary at lahsey of 402 

oases, and by 86r* James C, .Beam ©f Indiana University in his survey of SQQ 

delinquent; # r le  in the Indiana State School for air!# at Clermont, Indiana, 

and ote by Itootor Bezry Coodard, a ll late® their turn at •sulfiding this old 

idea by actual M^riramtsl projects.

In lector Fretertok 3olto»*s booh "Adolescent ' dooation,* I® s«y»»

"Ihvsstiostloai jaafi© in recent years c® to show that 
seventy-five »  eighth per cent of those «h© ore in reform
atory institutions would grsio in intelligence as fair, good 
or eseollent# Only about twonty-five per cent are ©npocially 
lot; cm&e intelleottal!y* I f  a ll the high grade rascals who 
are O' taid® the penitentiary awl reformtcrics mm  inrrissued 
the avorane degree of intelligence would be very high* 53® 
very fact that the high gnado raseal is not in the penitent
iary shews hi© shrewdness, He is sfcrend escm-rJi to keep out 
of Jail, Criminals ore foolish but not fools."(1 )

Asoordisg to tfco fiouroe gathered by 0ea3y and ar#*s»r In their

study# they has*© found restate ste lla r to  those in this study, They wrote,

"Our figures show clearly  tlmt the mentally aSuusraol anony 
the do lii^ en ts  constitute a such greater proportion than Is 
found snoBf: t ie  :c«eral pop»tlati<m,"(2)

l ,  Bolton, Frederick ; ,  A&olpocont 
1931, p. 5%.

flueatloa* m v Yerfc, a© tSmsdiXm Company,

2, llsaly and Brsnnor. « M w :  fflm M W *
’few YorL, The Ifeoaillan Company, 1926, p, ISO*
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lie  and Inn in a comparatively recent article say on this subject 

of Intelligence and crimej

"Even as recently as fifteen years ago v* thought that 
a large per cent of crime was due to feeble-mindedness, Row 
m  have discovered that it  is frequently not our stupidest 
hut our cleverest people v.ho he come criminals. e have observed 
that recidivists (people convicted of more than one crime) 
have a higher intelligence than the firs t  offenders; that among 
wayward girls on parole, the ones who reform have a lower In
tel lice nee than those who do not. Leopold and Loeb were except
ionally b rillian t students; Hickman was said to be a leader of his 
class. Obviously it  is not lack of brains that make the criminals; 
more often it  is emotional maladjustment." ( 1 )

CONCLUSIONS FROM OTHER STUDIES

Margaret V. Cobb made a study of 4,717 high school pupils in i s -  

consin, Michigan, Iowa, and Illinois and vdien tse compare her study with the 

results of the Training School scores we see about the same comparison as in

TABLE X

COMPARISON OF MEDIAE, LC ST Aid) HI CHEST SCORES OF THE TRAINING SCHOOL WITH THE 
FIGURES FCUI3) BY MISS COBB Hi SHADES UIKE.T52I. ELEVEN. ALP

.....m
Grade IX 
Training School 
Miss Cobb’ s Study 

Grade X
Training School 
Miss Cobb’ s Study 

Grade XI 
Training School 
Miss Cobb’ s Study 

Grade XII 
Training Scho&l 
hiss Cobb’ s Study

10G.00 38.00 161.00
96.48 25.00 lac.oo

120,00 73.00 159.00
110.84 35.00 180.00

126.00 93,00 165.00
122.89 45,00 185.00

125.50 89.00 161.00
200,00

KhB case of comparison with the standard norms found in the firs t  study talien 

up by Schransael and Wood, The high school students in the training school ex

celled in a ll  but the twelfth grade in both eonparisons.

. "Emotional America," Outlook and Independ-1. Wile, Ira S ., and Winn, Mary Day 
ent. ay 8 , 1929, pp. 48-49.
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Frank’ s study of 401 cases In the list? Jersey Reformatory at Railway 

resulted in find Inca very similar to those in this study. He says* quoting 

from hie artic le  in the Journal o f Juvenile Research*

" I t  is interesting to find that on the taels of this 
tabulation, only approximately 6 per cent nere diagnosed as 
defin ite ly  feeble-minded, as compared to a tota l o f between 
? and 8 per cent diagnosed as of superior ental level.
Even combining the feeble-minded with the borderline group, 
a tota l o f 18 per cent o f the entire group, as mentally 
defir®lent is not a sign ificantly large figu re.M( l )

Swift says,

“Two hundred and eighty-five of the 293 boys in the 
Indians Boys* (reform) School had a b ility  vMch was either 
fa ir  or * active* while only eight txrc doubtful. In the 
I llin o is  State Reformatory, 353 of the 500 boys included 
in the last report of average ab ility , or above the aver
age* and only 147 were below the aver a, e . ', (2)

Boll, a fter testing a number o f offenders in the correctional in

stitutions In Sew Jersey, reported the percentage as followss 8.0 per cent 

were feeble-minded | 14,0 per cent were o f inferior intelligence! 45,0 per 

sent o f average Intelligence, and 29.0 per cent superior in Intelligence.

5. I lf ' IIITBLLXffiffCE OF THE H3HITF.ETIABT IB:MSS

ms TESTS GIVES’

In this investigation the Array Alpha Intelligence Examination, Form 

V, v;as administered for reasons already ;riven in the discussion of this sub

ject in five case o f the Training School inraates.

1, Franks, Benjamin. "Study of 401 Cases in the lew Jersy Reformatory in Rahway, 
ife’-? Jersey," J&gB&SLfi&.iMej^e^ oargh, July 1931, p. 193,

2. Swift, Edgar J, The uroholo y o f Youth, Kew York, Charles Scribner*s Sons, 
Second Edition, 1927, p. 109,
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PIOCEBOSE

The inmates ho were not on duty were assembled in the prison aud

itorium arch 4 , 1933 and the te sts  administered "by the writer personally. 
Although the number assembled was not lar e (only tw enty-five) , i t  probably 
is  a fa ir  indication of the enernl trend of the prison population in that 
State Penitentiary. In examining the graph on the extent o f education, m 

see there are fifty -o n e  that have less than a fourth grade education and f i f t y -  
two have an eleventh grade or b etter. I t  so happened that no one to  ing the 
examination m s in  the f i r s t  group and only one in  the second group and th is  
happened to be the eleventh grade. I t  is  lo g ica l to believe that the one 
group would about balance the other and thus show an average very near vihat 
we fin d in thh twenty-five which appear in Table X I.

DISTRIBUTION OP SCORES

Table XI sho s  the distrib u tion  of the scores and a e s , the highest

score f i r s t  and the lowest score la s t . The ages of the respective individuals 
accompany the scores. The median and extreme scores for each grade are given 
in Table X I I .

TAJ3LE XI

39
49

J i .

V III
V III

j m i .

101
77

J L L

Age Grade Score Arp Grade Score............. Age Score

37 IV 171 49 V III 193 26 IX 134
27 IV 97 28 V III 154 33 IX 127
29 IV 67 24 V III 133 27 IX 80

21 V III 128
36 VI 96 40 V III 118 43 X 187

27 V III 117 23 X 122
41 V II 66 27 V III 111 33 X 104

17 XI 134
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TABLE XI (C0HTI21UED)

Ac Grade Score ktrQ Grade . Score Are Grade Score
58 VIII 69
25 VIII 56
24 -JgJUL ________

The scores of the inmates nearly a ll  exceeded the norras for those

parteiular grades hut of course that is to he expected because of their mature 

minds. These scores are of significance v.i»n we ta: e the average of the tgroup 

and then consider the average of the American people as a whole. The average 

of the scores made hy these twenty-five inmates is 114.6 Milch is very high

TABLE XII

I.EDIAS, LOWEST AHD HIGHEST SC GRIB OF TH IHEATES IS THE DIFFSHKHT GRADES OF

Dedian Score Lowest Hi,-host... . .

Grade IV
Penitentiary 97 67 171
Standard Soria 23 5 86

Grade VI
penitentiary 9G 90 98
Standard Horn 53 20 97

Ch*ade VII
Penitentiary 68 68 68
Standard Form 71 26 126

Grade VIII
Penitentiary 111 41 193
Standard Korn 85 35 149

Grade IX
Penitentiary 127 80 134
Standard Form 97 43 166

Grade X
Penitentiary 122 104 187
Standard Eorm 111 51 172

Grade XI
Penitentiary 134 134 134

vm consider the average of American people to he oonevhere between sixty

and seventy. The highest score made hy any of these inmates was 195 and the
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lowest score 41.

COMPARISON >ITU MURCHISON'S STUDY

rurchicon's study, In vMch he exirained the inmates of the peniten

tiaries of Ohio, Indiana, rind Illino is reveals interesting facta. Doctor 

Murchison found the average Intelligent* of th* 3,429 white criminals to "be 

54,2, He says, "these criminals are fa irly  representative of the intelligence 

of the American public."(1) Murchison says that the average Array Alpha intel

ligence score of the American people lies probably between sixty and seventy.

1. Eurchison, Carl, "American White Intelligence," Journal of Criminal Ls,\t 
and Criminology. Vol, X7, Au'ust 1924, p, 263,
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CHAPTER III  

EDUCATION

1. EDUCATIONAL BAG GROUND OF TRAINING SCHOOL ITT AT. S

Figure 3 shov/8 the extent of education of the inmates In the North 

Dakota State Training School at the time they were committed. A ll grades 

from the firBt through hi{^x school are represented.

Table XIII shews the number of students In the various grades and 

the percentage of students in those grades at the time of their commitment.

TABLE X III

HULTBER AND KEEC- RTASE III THE VARIOUS G:ADES

Grade .................. Humber............ ., Percentage.
I 1 .43

I I 1 .43
I I I 8 3.43
IV 14 6.01
V 16 6.87

VI 32 13.74
VII 38 16.31

VIII 57 24.46
IX 31 13.31
X 15 6.44

XI 7 3.00
XII 10 4.25

H. S. Graduates 1.29

The eighth has the largest percentage, with 24,46 per cent, vhile the smallest 

per cents are found in the first  and second grades, with 0.43 per cent each.

Grades six, seven, ei$it, and nine make up 67.83 per cent of the 

entire enrollment of the Training School. Those who have had more than a ninth 

grade education make up 14.98 per cont while those who Iiave less than a sixth
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grade schooling are represented "by 17,17 per cent of the total enrolls ent,

Mr, James C, Beane*s survey of 300 delinquent girls in the Indiana 

State School for g irls reveals the facts in Table XI?, In his study the seven 

th grade ranked firs t  with 23,0 per cent and the eighth grade ranked second

TABLE XIV

NUMBER AM) PERCENTAGE IS THE VARIOUS GUB2E3
___ IN THE INDIA! FOP GLRIS

lose Freouency Perce ntare
III 7 2.33
IV 16 5.33
V 30 10.00

n 60 20.00
VII 69 23.00

VIII 64 21.34
IX 35 11.66
X 13 4,34

XI 3 1.00
XII 0 0.00

II. S. Graduate 1 .33
3 l 87

with 21,34 Tier cent. In the ca3e of North Da ota the eighth grade xms first  

with 24,46 per cent and the seventh grade next with 16,31 per cent.

A comparison of these two studies shows that grade six, seven, ei$it 

and nine in this g ir ls ’ school make up a slightly larger part of the enroll

ment than in the North Dakota State Training School, the percentages being 

76.0 to 67.03, But North Dakota* s training school has 14*98 per cent with 

more than a ninth grade schooling as compared with 5.67 per cent in this group 

in the Indiana State School for Girls. The percentage in the North Dakota 

Training School with less than a sixth grade school is 17.17 as compared 

with 17.36 In that group in the Indiana School.

2. EDUCATIONAL BAC; GROUND OP THE PENITENTIARY INMATES 

Figure 4 shows the extent of schooling received by the in  at03 when

admitted to the State Penitentiary* A ll twelve grades of the public school
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are represented, Those vAio have more than a high sehool schooling arc class

ified as (1) one year normal school, (2 ) some business college, (3) some d i v 

ersity, and (4 ) ■university graduates, Twelve inmates claim they have had no 

education, hile three said they had had less than a year of schooling.

Table XV shows the total number of inmates in the different grades 

and the crc ntages in e ch. For 25,07 per cent of the inmates education ceased 

while they were in the eighth grade. Seventy-one and seven-tenths per cent 

have received an education of six grades or more, vixile 28,93 per cent have 

had less than sixth grade schooling. Those ..ho have had no schooling make up

TABLE XV

.(Scads._____ ___ ____  ______ , Jfurnber .................................. . Percentage .

Lo education 12 3.30
Less than a year 3 .82

I 2 .55
II 10 2.75

I I I 24 6.61
IV 28 7.71
V 26 7.16

VI 32 8.81
VII 42 11.57

VIII 91 25.07
IX 22 6.06
X 19 5.23

XI 9 2,47
XII 24 6.61

— ia___________ __________________

3,30 per cent, while 5,23 per cent have had more than a higja. sehool education. 

Those v&xo have gone beyond the eighth grade represent 25,60 per cent of the 

penitentiary po ulation.

Table XVI is taken from a similar study by Charle Bicker of 300 in

mates of the State Farm in rassachusctts. Richer says,

"In a ll  our commitments 12*7 per cent had no schooling 
v/hatsoeverj 2,7 per cent completed the firs t  grade* 6,3 per 
cent , the sedond grade* 9,3 per cent, the third grade* 11,3 
per cent, the fourth grade* 12,3 per cent, the fifth* 11,0 per
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cent* the sixth; 14.7 per cent, the seventh; 10.7 per 
cent, the eighth; 4.0 per cent, the firs t  year of hi$i school; 
2.0 per cent, the second year of hi$i school; 0.7 per cent, 
the third year of high school; 1.3 per cent, the fourth year 
of hi^n, school; and 1.0 per cent, the firs t  year of college." (1 )

TABLE XVI

G APES IE THh MASSACHUSETTS
Crade Qyjflfyfr BBroentage.g.

0 38 12.7
1 8 2.7
2 19 S.3
3 28 9.3
4 34 11.3
5 37 12,3
6 33 11.0
7 44 14.7
6 32 10.7
9 12 4 .0

10 6 2.0
11 2 0.7
12 4 1.3

C o ^ Je ^ ^ 3 1.0

There is a close correlation "between this study and. the finding  

of Harold Scldler of the University of ashington, under the direction of 

Doctor Bolton in 1929. The prisoners admitted to ten prisons in 1929 were 

classified as to schooling. The prisoners are divided into these three major 

classes according to schooling; grammar school, hi$a school, and college. 

Another group is made up of inmates with no schooling "but with ability  to read 

and write. Mr. Soldier found 70 per cent of the inmates in the gtaxamr school 

classification, 0 per cent with no schooling, 15 per cent in the high school 

group and 4 per cent in college. Of the entire group 2 per cent of those 

with no schooling could read and write. 1

1. Bicker, Charles Sherwood. "Study of 300 Inmates of the State Pram in 
Massachusetts," Juvenile Pesearoh Journal. April 1932, p. 110.
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’SAME M i l

Able to
Humber Gram- Head

Deceived I l l i t -  max High C o l-  and
Prison 1929 erate school School lege Wit©

Sing Sing, Hew York 1005 48 771 149 37
Auburn, Hew York 1528 220 880 161 38 224
Son Quentin, California 1846 119 1167 451 109
Michigan State Prison 5841 562 2721 463 95
Folsom, California 2201 73 1959 137 32
Leavenworth, Isms as 5684 289 2270 834 291
Atlanta, Georgia 5523 250 2634 371 76
Minnesota State Prison 1228 63 923 175 67
Maro Island, California 26? 2 170 92 3
Walla Walla, Washing-ton 780 54 495 .. .184..... 47

Totals 19703 1680 13978 3017 797 224

TABLE XVIII

COLO? AH IS OH OP TEH HUSOES IH TABLE XVII WITH THE STATE lOTffilTIAHY OP 1JGRTH
DAKOTA AS TO 3 DUG ATI GKAL PHI VI# GPS

Grammar IIi$i Celle ge Ho Education
Illiterate School School but Able to

Read

Ten Prisons (Table XVII) 8, 70. 15. 4. 2.
Barth Dakota Prison 4. 70. 20. 5.

In the Penitentiary of north Dakota the percentage within the grammar 

school group Is exactly the same as in the findings of Mr. Scidler, the percent

age being seventy in "both cases. Only 4 per cent in tins North. Dakota Penitent

iary have no education, vMle 6 per cent of the innates of the ten were in this 

class. The high school group takes in 20 per cent of the north Dakota inmates 

and only 15 per cent in the ten prisons, The college groups are quite similar 

with 5 per cent in ' orth Dakota to 4 per cent in the study "by Ur. Soldier,
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The ickersham report on 'ris oners* Antecedents, published "by the 

Bureau of Census, shot® the educational status of 10,111 of the 19,080 persons 

committed to the American prisons and reformatories during the first  six months 

of 1923, Of this number 2,603, or 14,4 per cent, had attended high school and 

only 610, or 3,4 per cent, had any college training! whereas 25,1 per cent of 

the general population twenty-one years of age and over had attended high 

school and 6,7 per cent, college. In general, the report shot® that the com

mitment ratio is about three times as hi$i for illerate as for the college 

group.(1)

3. EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF ALL DELINQUENTS IN TOTH DA: OTA

Table XIX has been made for the purpose of comparison of the two in

stitutions as to schooling of the Inmates, The combined enrollment of the pen-

TABLE XIX

EDUCATIONAL STATE S OF ALL DELINQUENTS IN NORTH DAKOTA

!5Slf3ian«QiSSK 1

No education at a ll 12
Less than one year 3
One year or in 1st grade 2 1
Two years or in 2nd grade 10 1
Three years or in 3rd grade 24 e
F®ur years or in 4th grade 28 14
Five years or in 5th grade 26 16
Six years or in 6th grade 32 32
Seven years or in 7th grade 42 38
Eight years or in 8th grade 91 57
Nine years or in 9th grade 22 31
Ten years or In 10th grad© 19 15
Eleven years or in 11th grade 9 * 7
Twelve years or in 12th grade 24 13
LTore than high school 19 —

1, ickersham, George . "Crirae and Education," Deli iocs Education. January 
1932, pp. 9-13,



Jtentlary and the tralnin school is 596 inmates. Using this number and the 

totals in the different grades of schooling the percentages have been computed. 

The ei^ith grade seems to have been the stopping place in education for the 

largest number, with a total of 148, or 24.66 per cent of the inmates. Ki hty 

of these lawbreakers, 13.3 per cent, continued their education as far as the 

seventh grade, The sixty-four in the sixth grade make up 10,0 per cent of the 

total. The ninth grade claim fifth  three of these men and women, giving that 

grade 9.0 per cent. The fourth and fifth  grades have forty-two each, giving 

theta 7.5 per cent of the enrolliaent in the two institutions. The twelfth grade 

has thirty-seven, or a percentage of a lit t le  over 6, and the tenth grade is 

very close with thirty-four, or 6.0 per cent. The third grade with thirty-two 

has 5,5 per cent. The group in the institutions which had had more than a 

high school education at the time of commitment numbers nineteen, or a lit t le  

more than 3 per cent. The eleventh grade vdth sixteen includes 3 per cent of 

the total. Eleven, or 2 per cent, stopped in the second grade. There were 

nineteen recorded as having had either no education or less than a year, making 

their percentage a lit t le  more than 3.

From the firegoing figures we see that 307, or 51,0 per cent, have 

enjoyed an eighth grade schooling or more, and those having the advantage of 

less than an eighth ,erode number 289, or 49,0 per cent of the group,

Sfter carefully examining Table XIX e car. hardly say that these 

delinquents are ignorant and uneducated, and give this as an excuse to justify  

their appearance in these institutions. The fact that the honor places of 

valedictorian and salutatorian at the University of North Da ota, according 

to the superintendent o f the Training School, have been held by former members 

of his school shows us conclusively that they are not unable to learn.

36
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Gustav Asehaffenjiurg says,

"Knowledge and capabilities are always a mi$ity 
protection and a strong weapon in the struggle for ex- 
istance, hut only for the individual. The general in
crease in education, especially within the limited sphere 
of the average grammar school instruction, can have no 
appreciable effect on crim inality."(l)

Anthony IT. Peterson, Protestant Chaplain of the Sing Sing Prison ex

presses his views on education and crime. He says, "After a l l ,  it  is not the 

college that was responsible for sending John to Sing Sing, but rather the home 

from which he went out unprepared for the greater freedom and larger responsib

ilit ie s  of life  in college, and after that, in the great world of man. And the 

solution of the problem presented by the sadly large number of college men in 

our prisons is not to refrain from sending any more young people to college 

(since I became prison chaplain, a ll of ny own children have been graduated 

from college, and so far, none of them has came within the clutches of the law), 

but to put something inside of our children that w ill make them safe—at college 

or anywhere else.

The ’writer(2) ventures to suggest how a boy can be prepared for col

lege in such a way that his experiences there w ill not head him toward a state 

prison.

First, see to it  that he has a home that always faces life  squarely 

and honestly, without foolish pretenses, Anconvineing evasions or overemphasis 

on superficialities. A home that is less than fu lly  honest in its attitude 

toward seemingly inconsequential matters males it  easier for its children, 

later in li fe , to be dishonest in what the law considers very important matters. 

So live within yo r income, even i f  that docs entail some sacrifices. Do not

1. Aschaffenburg, Gustav, Crime and Its Repression. Boston, L ittle, Brown and 
Company, 1913, p. 138,

2. See below.
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pretend to be what you are not, or to have vtiat you do not have.

Very early in life  begin to teach your hoy financial responsibility, 

and the essential relation between money and work. Give him the largest a l

lowance that you can afford and that it  80eras wise for him to have, and then 

males him keep rigidly to i t —but do not tempt him to lie by insisting- on his 

accounting; for every cent of it . I f  he really needs m;re money than you can 

afford to give him, show him how he can earn it  himself. I f  you want v.hat is 

nearly a on© hundred per cent insurance against his ever going to prison, let 

him at least earn a part of his college expenses.

From the tine that he is a very lit t le  fellow, honor him by giving 

him opportunities to work for the home and sacrifice for the hose, Take him 

into your confidence regarding the problems of the home, including its finan

cia l problems. After a l l ,  it  is his horae, isn 't it? fcy should he not share 

its problems? by should it  not cost him something, as m il as you?

Do not baby him. Treat him like the man that he already third s he is. 

Encourage him in his awkward and often annoying attempts at self-expression 

and self-determination. hen he gets into trouble because of his immature 

judgment, do not pull him out so quickly that he fa ils  to connect cause and 

effect. Do not spoil him, and do not nag him. One is as bail as the other.

Give him ever-increasing freedom while he is living with you—with the burdens 

and responsibilities and hard knocks that are inseparable from ary true free

dom—and he M i l  not misuse the larger independence of the college years.

Have sore real religion in the home; not just a formal church con

nection, but the kind of religion that is shown in a holesone way in the 

daily li fe  of his father and mother, the kind of religion that w ill make him, 

want to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his ~od."( 1)

1. Peterson, Anthony IT. "College en in Sing Sing*," Fed Book. February 1933, 
p. 30.
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CHAPTER IV

PREVIOUS SOCIAL ELVIH08ME 

1. DISTRIBUTION OF OFFENDERS BT COUNTIES

TRAINING SCHOOL

‘Rard County, with a total of thirty delinquents, has the largest 

representation in the Training School* The nest largest i3 from Burleigh 

County* Cass County is next with nineteen* Grand Forks County has fcrortcen* 

illiaras, thirteen, Burke, twelve, and Ramsey County, eleven, The remaining

counties have less than nine each. The counties not represented in the Train-
/

inr- School ares Adams, Billings, Hettinger, Pembina, Si ora, Sheridan, Ren

v ille , T raill, Simmons, and Steele.

PENITENTIARY

Thirty-nine inmates came from Cass County* thirjcy-two from ard 

County* Grand Forks send fcwenty-fjix to this institution* Burleigh and McLean 

Counties sent seventeen each* 3 amsey and Mountrail Counties thirteen each* 

Richland and illiaras ten each. The counties that are not represented are 

Emmons and Grlgg.

SOME PROBABLE CAUSES OF DISTRIBUTION

The fact that ard County has a high ratio and the largest number in 

these institutions is no indication that her people are more wicked—it  may he 

that they have a stricter enforcement of the lav®—or it  may he that the
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TABLE XX

POPULATION BIT COUNTIES AND TU BOMBERS IK® TIL. DIPTSILT COUNTIES II! THE FEB-
ITEBTIAKY AND TIC THAI El HO SCHOOL

County Population Training School ^nuentlnrjr

Adams 6,343 0 1
Barms 18,804 7 9
Benson 13,327 4 3
Bi Hinge 3,140 0 1
Bottineau 14,853 5 b

Bowman 5,119 1 7
Buries 9,998 12 8
Burleigh 19,769 23 17
Cass 48,735 19 59
Cavalier 14,554 5 1
Dickey 10,877 4 4
Divide 9,636 2 4
Dunn 9,566 2 4
Eddy 6,346 1 4
Lemons 12,467 1 0
Poster 6,353 1 7
Golden Talley 4,122 2 7
Grand Foils 31,956 14 26
Grant 10,134 i 4
Grieg 6,089 i 0
Hettinger 8,796 0 t i

Bidder 8,031 4 1
Lailoure 11,517 3 9
Logan 8,089 3 2
liaHenry 15,439 2 7
Uelntosh 9,621 1 1
:.e inzie 9,709 2
IcLean 11,991 6 17
Lfercer 9,517 4 9
Ilortor, 19,647 6 1
Mountrail 33,544 4 13
lie Ison 10,203 3 6
Oliver 4,262 1 1
Pembina 14,757 0 8
Pierce 9^074 3 6
Ramsey 16,252 31 13
Ranaoia 10,983 2 o
Benville 7,263 0 3
Richland 21,008 1 10
Rolette 10,760 8 5
Sargent 9,298 3 6
Sheridan 7,373 0 2
Sioux 4,687 0 2
Slope 4,150 2 2
Stark 15,340 7
Steele 6,973 0 i
Stutsraan 25,100 6 8
Towner 8,393 1 i
Trail 12,600 0 9
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TiLBlE xx (coismza)

County ?o:mlation Srainine School Penitentiary

Valsh 20,047 1 2
■;ard 33,597 30 32
(Sells 13,285 3 4
i Ilians 19,553 13 10

oounties ^xich. are sot represented In such large numbers are not ao strict as 

the? ai^vfc he.
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2 . BIHTKhMG ■ 0? I1B3A3ES

m ilB IB G  SCHOOL

All But thirty-five of the students in the Training School were 

"born in North Dakota, their total being 198. Minnesota is the birthplace 

of seven of these xuafortunatec5 Montana clains five; iseonsin, four} Smith 

Dakota and Canada three each* Illinois, Nebraska, and Hew York were given 

as ‘birthplaces of two each; and one from each of the following states: Penn

sylvania, Arkansas, Indiana, Iowa, lentucky, est Virginia and Ohio.

HEHIHwBTIAHf

One hundred eight inmates were born in North Dakota* fifty-four 

claimed Minnesota as their birthplace; Iowa, twenty-four; Illinois, eighteen; 

Missouri, seventeen; Wisconsin, fifteen; South Dakota, fourteen; Canada, 

twelve; and Hussi a, eleven.
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5. HOLE OQKDITIC123

m iB IH G  SCHOOL XHUA3K8

Proa the graph showing the number from the different kinds of homes 

v® find that 143 of the 233 students axe from ’’very poor” or ”no homes.” This 

ntans tliat 61*33 per cent of the total enrollment i£ from undesirable homes*

Eight and fifty-eight bpmdredths per cent axe from "just fa ir  homes” ?vd 30.09

pci’ cent are from ”good homes.”

Benjamin Franks says on this subject, concerning the 401 cases is  

the Hew Jersey ;eformatoryi ”A broken home, providing lit t le  or no fatally 

background or supervision, is very often found to be a contributing factor to 

juvenile ex early adult delinquency. Of the 401 cases studied 192, or 48 per 

cent came from disrupted homes, in which the parents had separated, or one or 

both parents v.cre dead, ffhe remaining 52 per cent were reported as cotaing 

from homes in.vhich both parents were living.

” hatever the interpretation, it  seems well established that a much 

larger percentage of disorganised homes among families of delinquents than the 

population at large...fhe United States Census reports of 1923 covering child

ren under Institutional care show that 46 per cent of a ll  juvenile delinquents 

come from broken homes. It  is not unreasonable to conclude on the basis of tho 

results obtained from this croup of delinquents, that the same holds true of 'She 

young adult delinquents.”( 1)

James C. Beane taal es the following statement in a discussion of home 

conditions: "Fifty-nine and three-tenths per cent of the horns are rated as

"Poor” ; 35.0 per cent are marginal and classed os ’’Sufficient” or in other words 

93.3 per cent of tho homes from which the 300 girls in this study came are

1. Frt-nh,Bgi^ai.iin. "Study of "the ' c w Jersey reformatory at Bahway of 401 Cases/’ 
Journal of Juvenile 'Research. 1931, pp. 200-205,
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either underprovided with the necessities of life  car are on the border-line... 

..about seven out of every ten girls coed from hones broken V  death, divorce, 

or other causes. Divorce, separation, and eosanon law raarria os in the case 

of oi-^ity g irls , or 26.27 per cent, were responsible for their being without 

stabilising influence of a united home. Over 42 per cent of tic girls* horns

are broken by death of one or both parents..........The findings arc that 126

girls or 42 per cent of the casco studied, had le ft home before they carise to 

Clermont........ " (1 )

Doctor 3olton says concerning this phase of tins study: "Broken 

homos are responsible for a large number of juvenile delinquencies, 1 have 

been told by soeb city teachers in grammar grades that as high as f ifty  per 

cent of a ll  the children in their rooms were from broken homes. In so: ® cases 

the children were orphans, in others one parent was dead. In many cases the 

homo was broken by desertion or divorce. In thousands of homes children have 

never known domestic happiness. They have been constant witnesses of quarrels, 

profanity, drunkenness, debauchery, infidelity—in fact of almost every crime 

in the decalo:pue."(2)

Hons conditions have much to do with the destiny of the youth. A l

though ninety came from fa ir or good homes, the larger proportion of students 

in the training school cane from "poor," "very poor," or "no homes" at a ll .

To really appreciate this particular part of the study the reader should look 

over the case roblems which appear in a later chapter. These eases ore only 

a representative group and are not the worst by ary means*

1. Beane, James C, "A Survey of 500 Delinquent Girls In the Indiana State 
School for Girls at Clermont, Indiana," Jtmrnal of Juvenile Research. July
1951, pp. 20 -205.

2* Bolton, Frederick . Adolescent Education. Ifew York, The 'acai Han Com
pany, 1931, p. 309,
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Delinquency frequently originates in a home in which parental re lat

ionships are broken, This is due to an extreme lick of parental control, which 

would not occur under normal conditions of fee fam ily,life. In stash a situat

ion, the child has been allowed to go his way because parents have been incomp

etent to esercise even the minimum of good discipline or because both were 

working away from homo.

Excessive quarreling in the home has been cited both by delinquents 

and relatives as causing the particular bad habit or conduct that results in a 

student being sent to the training school,

Aleohlism, immorality and criminalism in the hone are, of course, 

direct conditioning factors of delinquency of the children in the training 

school.

The home seems to have failed in its duty by not providing a pleasant 

place in which the child may stay during his leisure tine. The parents of the 

child have failed to give Mm a part in the work of fee home. In nary cases 

lie has no tiling to do after school or on Saturdays, As a result he seeks re

creation, recreation that often is not uplifting, 3y this we mean any poor 

amuse: ents, such as clubs with bad practices, immoral dances, cheap movies, 

and street li fe ,

4, NATIONALITY

TRAINING SCHOOL I E AT' S

In the State Training School 208 of the students gave "American" as 

their nationality, which is too indefinite to use in making comparisons; 24 

gave their actual nationality, while one did not know.
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rniTEWIAKY IK ATI5

In examining the raph on the penitentiary nationality we find nearly 

every country represented. The chart below shows the total numbers in the five 

most common nationalities in both pure and mixed combined. or example, those 

who rave their nationality as German totaled seventy, but twenty-one more were 

part German intermixed with Prussian, etc. In this discussion these were called 

German,
TABLE XXI

NATIONALITY TOTAL OF STATE APB FEHITERTIARY

Nationality Entire State• l^enitentiary
Uorwe Ian 124,522 57
Russian 87,072 14
German 54,545 91
Irish 8,087 87
French 1,081 42

•Composition an<f character' o  ̂ the people of 
North Dakota taken from the Bureau of the 
Census for 1030.

In the State of North Dakota there is a total of 1,001 who are either 

French or of French parentage while in the penitentiary there are forty-two of 

that nationality, or a ratio of 1 to 25, the h ipest ratio of any rationality 

in the penitentiary compared with the total of that group in the whole state.

The next highest ratio is found in the Irish group where v.*e find oi~hty-seven 

in the penitentiary com ared with the total of 8,087 in the state, or a ratio 

of 1 to 93, which is also a high ratio. Those in the German group are next 

with ninety-one of the state total of 54,545, or a ratio of 1 to 599, There 

are fifty-seven Norwegian people out of 124,522, vh6 have found the straight 

and narrow path too d ifficu lt to follov/, a ratio of 1 to 2,184. The last of 

importance in this chart is the Russian group which has only fourteen represent

atives in the prison out of 87,072 in the whole state, which gives a ratio of
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1 to 6,220.

Several writers have stated that crime is more prevalent amonr  cer

tain nationalities, basing their figures on the prison population of the d if 

ferent countries hut those figures ar6 of very lit t le  value, i f  any, because 

there may be variations in the lavra of many countries. One act may be consid

ered a punishable crime in one country but not in another. In some countries 

the jury verdict of mans laughter must be unanimous and not in others.

"General opinion would immediately ansvrar in the affirmative the 

question whether d iffer nt people shot; differences in criminal inclinations.

And yet this is something about which we really know very l i t t le ,"(1 )

5. OCCUPATIONS

PARETOS OP THE TPAIHIIiC SCHOOL imiATES

Of the 233 inmates in the institution fifty-fcrar have parents who 

are farmers and fifty-four gave their parents’ occupation as ’’laborer,”

There are eighteen carpenters’ children here; eight, children of miners; seven, 

of fathers working as section hands; six, of railroad firemen; six of painters; 

and blacksmiths, elevator managers, and railroad employees each have four in 

this institution. The remaining occupations are represented by les3 than 

four each. The occupations of the parents of twenty students are not known.

OCCUPATIOKS OF PEHITEETIAEY IHUATIS PRIOR TO COmitmEHT

Of the 363 Inmates, 123 claimed to be laborers; 100, farmers; ten, 

barbers; nine, salesmen; and nine, painters; eight claim to be truck drivers; 1

1. Aschaffenburg, Gustav. Crime and Its Re-ores3ion. Boston, L ittle, Brown and 
Company, 1913, p« 30.
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Figure 13
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eight, cooks; the plumbing, boiler’.takers and tinner’ s trade totaled ei£$rfc; 

seven said they were mechanics; six rave as their occupation shoe and harness 

making; five were in each of the following groups: machinists, grain and stock 

buyers, and electricians, fhe remaining occupations are represented by less 

than five each.

6. RELIGION

TBAXIIKG SCHOOL IS IE S

The Catholic religion ranks highest in number in tine Training School, 

v/lth a total of seventy-three. There are sixty-five in the institution who 

claim they are Lutherans. The Presbyterian religion lias twenty-four; the 

letho&ist, nineteen; Baptist, twelve; Con re nationalist, ten; and the Salvat

ion Army, five. One comes from each of the following religions i Seventh Day 

Advantiets, Church of Christ, : vangelical, and Episcopal,

EEHITEHTIAKT IHIIATES

The Catholics again rani, firs t  with 106 and the Lutherans a close 

second with 99, The other religions are represented as follows: Methodist, 

forty; resbyterlan, twenty-one; Baptist, fifteen; Congrenational and Seventh 

Day Advent, seven each; Episcopalian, three; United Bretheren and Church of 

Christ two each; and one from each of the following: Greek Orthodox, Sal

vation Army, Pentecost, Church of God and Mormon,

SUKABY BEGAKBXHG EEL1CI0IS

The graphs explain the exact representation in the penitentiary
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Figure 17
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and training school of the different religions and in the charts are shovm 

the total numbers of these religions in the /hole state for the purpose of 

comparisons. In computing the ratios of the numbers in the different religions 

with those in the • hole state, the penitentiary and training school v;. 11 be 

combined, Those that are represented in the t o institutions by fewer than 

fifteen each w ill not be considered.

The ratio of the Lethodists is greatest when considering the total 

in the vhole state. They have fifty-nine taken from their ranis of 14,706, 

or a ratio of 1 to 250. Ile^t is the Baptist roup with twenty-seven out of 

7,289, or a ratio of 1 to 270. After the Baptist cornea the Presbyterian group, 

iirflth forty-sis out of their total of 12,125, or a ratio of 1 to 285, The 

Congregational Church has seventeen members in the two institutions and when 

compared with the state total of 9,157 this shows a ratio of 1 to 559, The 

Catholics are nest with 179 out of 104,195, or a ratio of 1 to 585. The small

est ratio is found within the Lutheran roup which has 164 in these two inst

itutions from a total in the state of 128,902, giving a ratio of 1 to 786.

It is not the purpose of this thesis to make any rash statements to 

the affect that any religion is to blame for their going to prison. In these 

charts and graphs v.«c find merely the denominations to vhich each individual 

belongs, but not whether his membership is more than a nominal one, nor the 

degree of his religions belief and the influence of religious teachings on his 

thought and actions. On the other hand, the comission of any serious crime 

is probable proof that the one committing it  has lost torch with his religion.
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STAHL T R A im iiG  SCHOOL

TABLE XXII

BY RELIGIOUS AND TOTAL KUUEEERS IN 
STATE: 0? NORTH DA OTA

THOSE RELIGIOUS FOR THE

B c iilo n . liorth Dakota* ....
Catholic 73 104,195
Lutheran 65 128,982
Presbyterian 24 12,125
Methodist 19 14,706
Baptist 12 7,289
Congregational 10 9,157
Salvation Army 5 988
Seventh Day Adventist 1 2,017
Church of Christ 1 58
Lvan, -olical 1 3,103
Episcopal 1 Ho records

•Census of Eeli ioua Bodies 1926. Volume I and II  taken from Tabic 32 on panes
654-655 for the State 
Bureau of the Census.

of Eorth Dakota. Published by Department of Comcrce, 

TABL XXIII

STATE PEEITEKTIASY BY RELIGIOUS AND THE TOTALS III TH08
OP NORTH DA OTA

RELIGIOUS FOR THE STATE

1 e li ior. penitentiary............. . . ..... ---liorth Dakota.  ̂ .
Catholic 106 104,195
Lutheran 99 128,902
Ehtho&ist 40 14,706
Presbyterian 21 12,125
Baptist 15 7,289
C oncre national 7 9,157
Seventh Day Adventist 7 2,017
Reform Church 1 1,085
Episcopalian 3 Ho record
United Bretheren 2 141
Greek Orthodox 1 Ho record
Salvation Array 1 988
Pentecost 1 No record
Church of God 1 109
Loraon 1 Ho record
Church of Christ 2 38

•Census of Eeliylous Bodies' 'i$2(j. Volume I "and! II taken from Table 52 on pares 
654-655 for the State of Earth Dakota. Published by the Department of Camerce, 
Baxeau of the Census.
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7. MARITAL STATUS OF PEHITEJBIARY imaHES

The chart below show® the roar it  a l condition of the male population 

of those fifteen year old or over in the 1930 census for the State of north 

Dakota, In the column on the richt are shown tlie marital conditions of the 

penitentiary enrollment.

TABLE XXIY

MARITAL GCm iTim  OF TEC ST A C TOTS THAT OF THE EEHI5EEBTIARY 
"■ 11— --------—  -  — -.-.-i&C. .! — -

Single 104,297 183

harried 125,670 134

Widowers 9,269 14

Divorced 1,611 32

Unknown 503 •mm*

^aken ”froa Table 8, page 11 of tlie Fifte-.nth "(fensus 'of the XTrdved! State's", "I'S'S'o.

One conclusion from this study is that the married men in the state 

show less tendency to commit crime, ?hile the divorcees show a much ."greater 

probability to conducting themselves in a way which the state refuses to up

hold. In the case of the married raen in the prison there are 134 compared 

with a total in this class in the whole state of 125,670, which makes a ratio 

of 1 to 938. Among the divorced raen the ratio is 1 to 50, a very hi$i ratio,

Tlie widower group shows a ratio of 1 to 662, while the single men in the prison 

have a ratio of 1 to 564.

Fifty and forty-one hundredths per cent of the innate* in the State 

Penitentiary are single. Thirty-six and ninety-one hundredths per cent of the
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number are married, Ei^it and eighty-one hundredths per cent were divorced 

and 3,85 per cent were widowers,

diaries Sherwood Ricker in his study of 300 initiates of the State 

Para in Massachusetts found 60,7 per cent to be single} 13.3 per cent to be 

married} 10,3 per cent to be widovors; 11.7 per cent to be separated, mid 

only 4,0 per cent dleorced.(l)

8. 8132 OF PAHIJES FROM HIGH fEAIHIEC SCHOOL II2IATSS COLT.

The families from which these youngsters come include from one to 

fourteen children, A family \vith five children has the largest representation 

with thirty-eix students, or 15,45 per cent of the total population of the 

training school. A family of seven children is next, with thirty-three, or 

a percentage of 14,16, The one-chi Id  family has 8,57 per cent} the two-chil

dren family 5,15 per cent} families with three children, 7,29 per cent} those 

with four children, 9.87 per cent} six children, 10.30 per cent} ei^it chil

dren, 12,01 per cent} nine-children families have 8,11 per cent} the ten- 

children families have 8,58 per cent} eleven-children families have 3.86 per 

cent} and those with twenve, thirteen and fourteen children each have 0,85 

per cent. The average number of children per family is 6.6.

James C. Beane in his study of 300 delinquent girls in the Indiana 

State School for Girls found that the majority of the girls came from homes 

in which there were from four to six children.

1. Bicker, Charles Sherwood, "Study of 300 Inmates of the State Farm in : ass- 
schusetts," Journal of Juvenile Research. April 1952, p. 106.
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Figure 19
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TRAIEIIiG SCHOOL XH3.IA.TjJS

The State Training School has an enrollment of 233. Of these 149 

are hoys and 84 are g ir ls • which is 63.95 per cent of hoys and 36,05 per cent 

of g irls .

KJHITEHTIARY INLIATES

Only three of the 363 inmates in the penitentiary are women.

9* E IEO LIU E liT  m  s e x
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CHAPTER V

MATURE OF CBXHB9 AMD PUNISIIMEKT3 

1. PEUITEBTIARY CHILES

In Korth Dakota, crimes are classified tinder four heads, namely, 

crimes against the state or government, crimes against society, crimes a ainet 

the person, and crimes against property.

Crimes against the state or government include: violation of the 

securities commissions act, aiding prisoners to escape, extortion, and ©scap

ing from lawful custody of officers. In the penitentiary there are six inmates 

in this group, comprising 1,65 per cent of the prison population,

Criraeo against society includes the liquor tra ffic , violating tire 

Blue Sky Law, carrying concealed weapons, embezzlersent, immorality in the 

firs t  degree, coiaaisslons of felony after previous conviction, and bigany.

Tire re are twenty-four in this group in the penitentiary, which make up 6,61 

per cent of the total.

Crimes against the person include: forgery, rape, murder, nanslaugh

ter , attempt to commit murder, non-eup' ort, Indecent liberties, incest, sodomy, 

assault with intent to commit a felorry, assault with intent to commit rape, 

and assault with deadly weapon with intent to k il l .  In this group we find 156, 

or 37,46 per cent, of the penitentiary inmates.

The last group of crimes namely, crimes against property includes: 

robbery, burglary, larceny, arson, obtaining money or property under false
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i~| F o r g e r y  I n  1 st D egree
11 1 F o r g e r y  in  2nd Degree
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pretenses, entering a ’bar.] with intent to rob, perjury, removing chat tie sub

ject to lien, and attempted grand larceny. Shis group includes 197 of the 

inmates, or 54,0 per cent of the entire population of the State Penitentiary,

Figure 21 is a graph showing the total number of inmates convicted 

of the various crimes mentioned above. Larceny is the crime for vhich the 

, neatest number are serving. Burglary, murder, robbery, and rape are the 

other crimes vMch have caused many to be sent to this penitentiary,

2. TEEMS OF FTOISHLOT IK PKEITBIJTIAHY

The pen'tentiary sentences range from less than a year to li fe . The 

largest percentage are in for one to five years. The number in for this term 

is 134, or 37.0 per cent. Fifteen per cent arc in for one year. Those in for 

l i fe  raalae up 11.02 per cent; 10.94 per cent are to serve from five to fifteen  

years; 9.G4 per cent are serving five-year terms; 4,40 per cent are to be there 

ten years; 3,85 per cent have twenty-year sentences; 3,03 per cent have sent

ences from ten to twenty years; 2,04 per cent are there for fifteen years;

1,10 per cent are serving thirty-year sentences; less than 1.0 per cent are 

serving xuader one-year terms, and less than 1,0 per cent are serving twenty- 

three and t enty-five year terms,

Figure 22 is a graph showing the length of different sentences and 

the number of inmates in the penitentiary serving those terms.

3. STATE T :AIKIKG SCHOOL OFF HC1 S

The largest percentage of the Training School inmates are there be

cause they have been declared delinquent or incorrigible, the percentage being 

72,96 per cent. Those who were committed for larceny arc second with 9.44 per 

cent; burglary, 7.29 per cent; rape, 2.14 per cent; robbery, 2.14 per cent;
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Of these, 1.71 per cent are In for immorality. Less than one per cent has 

cora.litted each of the folio .;lng) sodorcy, criminal assault, obtaining money 

and property under false pretenses.

4* INDIVIDUAL CAS S TODIES OF TR AIMING SCHOOL III IATI S

The following are comments by the superintendent on a few of the 

students in tlx? traininc school who are typical cases in the school. It  is 

impossible to lis t  a ll  of them in this study.

Female) age 15. Her mother at the are of seventeen had t o  children. 
Tire above was one of these. She and her sister ran the streets with the boys 
t i l l  late at night, so they were sent here to keep them from following their 
mother’ s example, as returned because of misbehavior. Home conditions very 
poor,

Ealej age IS, Sent here because his mother is an unfit and improper 
guardian, in that she is unable to care for, protest, train, educate, correct, 
control and discipline said child. Child is "rowing up in idleness and crime. 
Father le ft family and his whereabouts are unknown. Keturned, Home conditions 
very poor.

•- Feraale % age IS. other dead, • Lived with father and younger brother 
in a two-room shack. Hone conditions extremely bad. Passed worthless checks, 
and committed other theft. Morally indiscreet.

ale) age 10. Horae conditions very poor. In for stealing $5S, one 
Shacffer Automatic pencil, one fountain pen. Mother and father separated for 
so roe tirae. Boy does not know much about parents, Violated parole and was re
turned.

'.ale) age 11. Home conditions very poor. Mother in prison once for 
selling beer, Broke into school and there stole tennis balls. Mother is now 
in ja i l  at Duluth, Minn sota, waiting tr ia l for staling beer.

Female; age 15, Horae conditions fa ir . orents separated for the 
past five years and the mother has been working at the normal School so the 

could continue her schooling, but it  seems that she has failed to 
do her part, and lias be-- n running wild, out late nights and doing just as she 
pleased. The mother has been unable to control or manage her, and admits that 
it  is for the best interest for a ll  concerned that the g ir l come here.

ale) ape 11. Conditions of the home poor. Is a confirmed lia r and 
absolutely w ill not to ll the truth. In trying to te ll his history he w ill not 
te ll the truth. 'That we may ca ll a very bad boy.
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Female? age 15, Home conditions poor. Her sister was here once. 
Father is dead, Step-father is living, Brought here for misconduct with 
young men at . Iter mother was divorced from her firs t  husband
when the g ir l v/as an infant and he is thought to he dead now. T'other married 
again "but he is unable to care for her.

Female; age 15, Hone conditions good. Ceroid not get along with 
step-mother. In for stealing a coat. She stole so many articles that she 
could not remember them.

Female? age 14. Home conditions poor. Was sent here because the 
mother could not care for and educate her properly. It  also appears that 
she has been running' wild and the mother had no control over her. She admits 
having sexual intercourse with several different men, and a ll this is unknown 
to her parents. One I.ovember 2, 1928, she went with to the
residence in lac. insie County and occupied the same room. Her father deserted 
and abandoned his wife and the said child some years ago and the whereabouts 
of the father are unknown.

Female? age 15. Horae conditions good. xvas permitted to
live in town while attending t l»  school and evidently could not stand the free
dom, as she allowed boys to spend evenings in her room for immoral purposes.
She got into the habit of drinking and smoking while living away from home and 
it  was for the best interest of a ll  concerned that she cone to this school.

Male? age 12, Home conditions none. The boy had failed to take care 
of himself, or as such child should of such age, had caused himself to become 
filthy and offensive to others because of this bad habit. His father is serv
ing time in the penitentiary of llorth Dakota and lias been there for the post 
two years.

Pale j a,ge 15. Hob© conditions good. Mother remarried and later com
mitted suicide in Fargo. Skipped school often. Ponged checks on the step
father to the amount of $57 and spent it gambling with men running a ild  'Test 
Show at the Fair Grounds.

Female? age 14. IIo; e conditions fa ir. Forged checks on her mother. 
Step-father and mother sent her here, Admits having sexual relations with 
boys and men on various occasions.

Females a e 15. Horae conditions poor. Intoxicating linuor was sold 
in the home. : other deserted family. Girl often slept with men older than 
herself.

Female? a e 15. Home conditions poor, Parents were separated by 
divorce, Cirl had intercourse with men much older than herself. Cashed bad 
checks. Took a long trip by ’hitch hiking.*
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Female} age 18. Horae conditions poor. Family of eight living in 
cook car (9 x 16), Her sister is in the institution ‘because of immorality 
. ith cousin; her uncle is in for rape; another uncle is in for theft; a cousin 
is in for cruelty to family and for "bootleg ing. This particular g ir l had 
intercourse with several men—hoys and men—and the results are that she is 
now suffering with venereal disease.

Female; age 10. Home conditions good. This g ir l ’ s husband and father 
are in tire penitentiary of Borth Dakota for a period of thirteen months for 
cattle rustling. The g ir l married, at the age of thirteen and had three ch il
dren, After her husband was put into the penitentiary she vent wild—contract
ed gonorrhea. Since her husband was released he would have nothing to do with 
her.

Female; age 16. Home conditions poor. Parents separated and both 
remarried. The father married one who was a former student of this institut
ion, and the mother married a man who is now In the penitentiary. The g ir l’ s 
problem was one of discipline.

Kale; age 18, Ho home. The charge against the boy was sodomy. Ills 
father served a lengthy terra in a Canadian prison for k illing a policeman.
Since his release he has not been heard of. rothcr married a air. but they are 
poor and she washes for a living.

Female; a e 15. Horae conditions are poor. Her father is dead. She 
became pregnant and pave birth to an illegitimate male child. She is to re
main here until she is t enty-one.

Female; age 15. Horae conditions poor. arents are dead. Her father 
was &.drunkard and mistreated the family. Her brother is now in ja i l  for drunk
enness. This g irl has had immoral relations with many men.

Female; age 13. Home conditions poor. Her sister is in the Florence 
Crittendon Horae at Fargo, Father drinks and mistreats the family. Bad assoc
iates. Immoral relations with bo..s and sen.

Female; age 14, Horne conditions very oor. Parents separated and 
the child lived with mother who is living imarried with a man as his house
keeper . Her father was once arrested by the mother for living with another 
woman. The g ir l has become a habitual oi urette smoker and drinks liquor.
The arents did a I t of fighting.



78

CHAPTER n

C0HCLI 3I0H3 DERIVED ADD SUGGESTIONS POS IMPROVING COHDITIOBS

It is ft strife!nr fact that crime he gins in youth. In tine State 

Training School the largest number of inmates is between fourteen and seven

teen years of age 'hen firs t  committed, these ages making ■up 72.19 per cent 

of the total number. In the State enitertiary the prisoners when firs t  com

itted are for the most part just beyond the period of youth. Those of toer.ty«  

five years, or belo,, represent 55.53 per cent of the entire population of the 

penitentiary. This period must therefore he the one in which society should 

use preventive eans to enable them to avoid breaking the lavs of the state.

As study of tlie intelligence scores reveals that as a class these 

lav; breakers are not without ability. The old idea, which is so popular even 

today, that most criminals are feeble-minded, is clearly discredited. It  w ill 

be necessary to look for other causes leading to their downfall.

Tlie writer is under the impression that there is no relation be

tween tlie number of years of schooling and crime, A study of the tables show

ing the extent of education of these inmates shows that they have had about 

the same schooling as th avers, c person. True, the eighth grade is tlie out

standing fprade in these institutions but that is the case in society as a 

thole, Tlie eighth grade is tlie stopping place for the majority of people be

cause of crur school attendance laws*

Ho facts relating to nationality, religion, occur ation, sise of 

fatally, and residence seem to adequately explain commitment. The national

ities which are most prevalent in the state as a whole are represented by the

x
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largest numbers in the correction institutions. The same facts axe revealed 

in the case of re li ion and occupations. The sise of the families has no relat

ion to criue,

To find the cause of crime we must look deeper. Home conditions 

and environment are potent causes of crime. After reviewing some of the cases 

In the Training School one is convinced that broken homes are important fact

ors in the beginning of delinquency. Figure 11 showing the home conditions of 

the the students in the Training School, probably gives the "Good Home” j>roup 

too largo a number, Jfy good home is : weant "ve il provided” but in many cases 

the home lacks a mother or father due to divorce or desertion. True enough, 

they have shelter and food, but conditions are far from ideal since something 

is lacking. The home of today is not the stable unit of a few years ago. To

day, for many, the home is a hording place and rooming house there the ch il

dren s end as lit t le  of their time as possible. And again, work may keep the 

father away from the home a ll day and much of the night and it  is not uncommon 

to find homes in which the mother is also away wor' ing. In many cases the 

parents are so taken up with their social affairs that they neglect their ch il

dren and as a result they are le ft to wander around idly. Stash conditions 

breed crime. Parents do not take enough Interest in what the child is doing—  

they fa i l  to become acquainted with their children as they should, A litt le  

of the old-fashioned home is one assurance of fewer delinquents—getting the 

old dust-covered Bible down from the shelf and reading a chapter of it now 

and then should prove much more fru itfu l than "True Story,” ” .his Bang,” 

and ”3nappy Stories,”

The schools are far from free of blame for these youths becoming 

delinquent. Schools have not done a ll they can to make things pleasant for 

the child—teachers do not ask the child what he would like, but actually te ll
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him tdiat he shall take, and in many cases it  is to the distaste of the child. 

Some children may dislike Algebra, English, or Physics before they are ready 

to take them. The teacher should help the child break down tliese prejudices 

and create in him a right frame of mind toward a subject which has great moral 

possibilities. Some moral value should corae to the child from each subject 

studied.

Our schools w ill probably have to make adjustments to f i t  education 

to the child so that the child inferior mentally can acquire a knowledge viiich 

w ill later aid him in making a living, ",'e rosy have to give up much that we 

have in our curriculas and put in other things vie would not nor/ co aider.
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