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The Mid-Western Educational Research Association’s 

32nd Annual Meeting
October 14–17, 2009 

Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel
St. Louis, Missouri

The Synthesis of Educational 
Research and Practice 

The 2009 Annual Meeting of the Mid-Western Educational Research Association will be held in 
St. Louis with an exciting program of invited speakers, focused workshops, and peer-reviewed 
papers presented in a variety of session formats. We will kick off the program with our traditional 
Fireside Chat with Dr. Ralph Martin, Professor Emeritus of Teacher Education at Ohio 
University, who will also be giving our keynote address on Thursday. Our Friday luncheon 
speaker is Dr. Ronald Rochon, Dean of the School of Education and Associate Vice President 
for Teacher Education at Buffalo State College. We are very fortunate to have two such 
outstanding individuals giving our invited addresses. Teachers, administrators, and other school 
personnel are invited to come and share their work and experiences within this theme, as well as 
other topics, at the 2009 MWERA conference. Educational researchers across North America will 
once again return to MWERA to renew acquaintances, make new contacts, and engage in exciting 
conversation in a collegial atmosphere.

Come and be a part of MWERA 2009 in St. Louis! 
 
Conference and hotel registration information and forms are available at the MWERA web site:

http://www.mwera.org



The Synthesis of Educational Research and Practice 
 
 

Thursday Morning Keynote Address 
 

Featured Speaker 

Dr. Ralph Martin 

Dr. Ralph Martin (Ph.D., University of Toledo) is Professor Emeritus of Teacher 
Education at Ohio University, Athens. During his 35 years as an educator, Dr. Martin has 
taught science lessons and led projects spanning K-16. His research and scholarship has 
produced more than 15 books and manuals, including the popular textbook Teaching 
Science for All Children: An Inquiry Approach (in its 5th edition). He has obtained 
millions in grant funding for teacher professional development in science and math. Dr. 
Martin has received numerous Ohio and national awards in recognition of his teaching 
and leadership and has coordinated, directed, and chaired many university programs and 
faculty units. Presently he serves as Chair of the Science Review Board for the Ohio 
Resource Center for Mathematics, Science and Reading (www.ohiorc.org) and is Co-
Director of the South Eastern Ohio Center of Excellence for Mathematics and Science 
(www.seocems.org), which conducts research, provides professional development 
programs, and supports educational improvement efforts focused on Appalachian Ohio. 



The Synthesis of Educational Research and Practice 
 
 

Friday Luncheon Keynote Address 
 

Featured Speaker 

Dr. Ronald Rochon 

 
Dr. Ronald Rochon (Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), currently serves 
as the Dean of the School of Education and Associate Vice President for Teacher 
Education at Buffalo State College in Buffalo, NY. Dr. Rochon’s areas of interest include 
the recruitment, retention, and successful matriculation of culturally, linguistically, and 
racially diverse students; strengthening the relationship between communities and 
universities; and assisting students in examining and deepening their understanding of the 
ways in which socio-cultural factors influence American educational thought, theory, and 
practice. Dr. Rochon’s research and teaching address the historical and contemporary 
perspectives surrounding the politics of race and culture within American society.  He is 
committed to community renewal and collaboration. Dr. Rochon works extensively with 
stakeholders in PK-12 settings and throughout the community to develop systemic 
community building and empowering relationships. Throughout his tenure, Dr. Rochon 
has secured millions in private, state, and federal grant funding to establish educational 
programming and workshops, scholarships for underserved populations, and international 
exchange programs.  



The Sheraton Westport Hotel Reservation Form
Mid-Western Educational Research Association Meeting

October 14–17, 2009 

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________
   (First Name)                             (Middle Initial)                                       (Last Name)  
Affiliation:    ____________________________________________________________  
Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________________ 
Day Telephone:  (______)_______________ E-mail: ____________________________  

Accommodations Requested  
Arrival Date:   _____/______/ 2009 Departure Date:   _____ / _____ / 2009 
Bed Type:  ____  Single   ____  Double (2 Doubles)

 $135—Standard single conference rate 
 $135—Double Rate (two double beds)  

Name(s) of Roommate(s) (if any):   ___________________________________________ 

Special Needs:   ___________________________________________________________ 

Confirming your reservation requires a first night’s deposit or a credit card.  

Method of Payment      Credit Card Number:   _____________________  
 Check or Money Order     Name on Credit Card:  ____________________  
   Credit Card (Circle to indicate card):   Expiration Date:  ________________________ 
       MasterCard       Visa       American Express Signature:  _____________________________ 
       Discover       Diners Club

You must cancel this reservation 72 hours prior 
to your expected date of arrival and receive a 
cancellation number to avoid billing on your 
credit card for the first night’s room and tax or 
the loss of your deposit. The above rates do not 
include state and local taxes. Automobile 
parking (valet or self-parking) is available at the 
hotel for an additional $20 per day (plus taxes) 
for registered hotel guests. Check in time is 3:00 
pm; check out time is 1:00 pm. On site luggage 
storage is available for early arrival and late 
check out. 

The above group rates are only guaranteed
UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13, 2009. 

Please support the conference by reserving your room at the Sheraton. MWERA reserves a block of 
discounted rooms for attendees. If these rooms are not booked, the conference must pay a sizeable penalty. 

Phone or send completed form and 
deposit 

by mail or fax to: 
Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel St. Louis 

191 Westport Plaza 
St. Louis, Missouri 63146  

Phone: 314-878-1500 
Reservations only: (800) 822-3535 

http://www.sheratonwestport.com/westport.html 
Be sure to mention “MWERA” 

when making your reservation! 

Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel St. Louis – Lakeside Chalet
191 Westport Plaza, St. Louis, Missouri 63146 (Phone: 314-878-1500)

http://www.sheratonwestport.com/westport.html

Nestled in St. Louis’ impressive West Port Plaza area, the Lakeside Chalet hotel is situated 
just five miles from Lambert International Airport, with complimentary airport 
transportation. Westport Plaza features 18 restaurants, 2 nightclubs, a comedy club and 
several specialty shops. The Sheraton Westport Lakeside Chalet is centrally located for all 
your plans to visit St. Louis attractions and is just minutes from historic St. Charles, the 
Saint Louis Zoo, Art Museum, and the History Museum. The world famous Gateway 
Arch, Harrah’s St. Louis Riverport Casino, Ameristar Casino, Westfield Shopping Town, 
St. Louis Mills Mall, and the St. Louis Galleria Shopping Center are all nearby.

Stay fit with state-of-the-art 
fitness centers and swimming 
pools at the Sheratons at 
Westport. Stay connected with 
free Wi-Fi and free PC 
workstations. Guestroom 
amenities include:
• Sheraton Sweet Sleeper® 

Beds, now available in all 
guestrooms

• Wireless High Speed 
Internet Access in all 
guestrooms

• 27” Television with Cable 
including ESPN, CNN and 
HBO, and In-room movies

• Coffee Maker, Iron and 
full size Ironing Board, 
Hair Dryer and Bath 
Amenities

• Complimentary USA 
Today Newspaper 
delivered Mon-Fri

• Oversized Desk and 
Executive Leather Chairs

REGISTRATION: 
Use the adjacent form, or go to:

http://www.mwera.org

clip and send
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