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ARTHUR HONEGGER'S

KING DAVID

In 1920, French dramatist René Morax authored a four-hour biblical stage drama on the life
of David. Inspired by structures of Hindu theatre, he wrote many short scenes that would be
executed in rapid succession. Morax wanted incidental music between scenes throughout
the play; however, he completed the play in December, 1920 with only six months until

the work’s scheduled premiere. When several composers declined Morax’ request to
compose the music because of the time constraints, he asked conductor Ernest Ansermet
and composer Igor Stravinsky for their recommendation. Both of them recommended then
twenty-eight year old Arthur Honegger (1892-1955), a Swiss native composing in France.

Honegger agreed without seeing the libretto and with only two months to write twenty-
seven movements of music. He completed the music for Le roi David in nine weeks and,
unable to even review or revise it, sent it to be immediately rehearsed for the June premiere.
He identified Bach and Stravinsky as the composers whose musical style most influenced his
composing of King David. Stravinsky's influence is noticeable in his polymetric and polytonal
movements, and Bach's by his use of counterpoint, turba choruses, and a chorale-like
melody.

Le roi David was an immediate success, and public admiration for the music impelled
Honegger and Morax to revise it as a concert work. Honegger re-orchestrated the music
for full orchestra, and Morax reduced his four-hour stage drama to a dialogue of about
fifteen minutes that would link the musical movements. Edward Agate freely translated
this narration into English and adapted it with additional text from the Bible; since then,
performers have likewise judiciously adapted the dialogue to better communicate the
biblical drama to audiences while preserving its authenticity.

A beloved cornerstone of twentieth-century dramatic choral works, King David is considered
part of the great oratorio lineage extending from Handel through Mendelssohn, Liszt,
and Walton. — Ryan Kelly
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Since its founding in 1871, West Chester University of Pennsylvania has offered a music
curriculum. The School of Music boasts 80 faculty members who proudly serve its more than
500 students and is the only School of Music in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher
Education. The mission of the School of Music at WCU is to create a learning environment that
provides the highest order of education in all major aspects of music, to establish a foundation
for lifelong growth in music, and to offer programs and degrees that are tradition based but
future oriented. In pursuing this mission, we reaffirm our commitment to diversity within the
School of Music. Our faculty members strive to be inspiring teachers as well as musical and
intellectual leaders. Further, we endeavor to expand the music opportunities available to all
students and to enhance the quality of our community’s musical life.

CHOIRS AT WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY
DAVID P. DEVENNEY, Director of Choral Activities
RYAN KELLY, Associate Director of Choral Activities

The choral program at West Chester University has a long and proud tradition. We are an
important part of the University's cultural life, with 250 or more students enrolled each semester
in our six ensembles. Each year, thousands of people hear a West Chester choir—not only

on campus but through off-campus performances throughout Pennsylvania, New York, and
Washington, along the East Coast, and in California, Florida, the desert Southwest, and Europe.
Beyond concerts, we regularly bring to campus nationally renowned guest composers and
clinicians, have an active ACDA student chapter, and offer educational workshops for teachers
and high school students and a graduate M.M. degree in choral conducting. Most importantly,
those involved in the WCU choral program find community—a place where singing abounds,
where artistry flourishes, and where lifelong relationships begin. Visit www.wcuchoirs.us

for more information.
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