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Bat fauna in the “Okhotsk Forest”, Koshitoshi,
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Summary : We investigated the distribution and ecology of bats in the “Okhotsk Forest” in Abashiri
City, Hokkaido. The survey period for the study was from July 23, 2019, to September 27, 2021. Thirty
survey points were set and 152 bats of eight species were captured. Plecotus sacrimontis and Murina
hilgendorfi were the first bats discovered in this area, and 10 species of bats have been reported in
Abashiri City. Barbastella darjelingensis, Myotis tkonnikovi, and Murina ussuriensis accounted for 89.3% of
the captured bats, and B. darjelingensis was captured the most. The presence of coniferous trees, which
are used for roosting, and broadleaf trees that host moths, which are their staple food, were thought to be
related to the habitat of B. darjelingensis. Swelling of the abdomen and nursing marks during pregnancy
were confirmed in five species of bats, suggesting that childbirth and child-rearing were being performed.
A survey near the outdoor lights at the crest of the dam confirmed its use by bats. Six pregnant and
child-rearing animals of the B. darjelingensis were captured at three survey points in the center of “Okhotsk
Forest”. Since they were captured immediately after the start of the survey, it is probable that there
were birth and child-rearing colonies of B. darjelingensis near the survey points.

Key words : bat fauna, Abashiri City, Barbastella darjelingensis, Myotis tkonnikovi, Murina ussuriensis
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