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SCHOLARSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM (SAP 2023)
International Conference on

“Islamic Civilization: Fostering the Philosophy of Co-Existence in the 215 Century”
August 17, 2023/Al-Shafie’ Conference Room, level 2, IRK
Organized by
Department of Fundamental and Interdisciplinary Studies, AHAS KIRKHS

SESSION 1 (8.00 AM —9.00 AM)
Moderators: Dr Bachar Bakour & Dr Abdulwahed Jalal Nori

1. Welcoming remarks and du’a recitation by Dr Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Ang (Chairman of the
Conference)
2. Officiating and keynote speeches by Prof Dr Shukran Abdul Rahman (Dean of AHAS KIRKHS)
3. Special occasion with:
e Assoc Prof Dr Haslina Ibrahim (Deputy Dean of Postgraduate and Responsible Research)
e  Dr Ainul Azmin Zamin (Head of Responsible Research and Innovation)
4. Opening remarks by Assoc Prof Dr Kabuye Uthman Sulaiman (HOD, Department of FIDS)
5. Coffee break

SESSION 2 (9.00 AM —1.00 PM)

Moderators: Dr Alizaman D. Gamon

Guest Speaker 1 : Prof Dr Ibrahem Naronggraksakhet
Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus, Thailand

Guest Speaker 2 : Habib Chirzin
Country Representative, Indonesia, The International Institute of Islamic Thought (IlIT),
Washington DC

Guest Speaker 3 : Mr. Osman Mah
Master of Islamic Studies (2023), Graduate Certificate in Islamic Psychology (2002), Master of
Administration (MBA) (2015), Master of Management (MTM) (2008), B.E Computer
Engineering (2004)
University of Technology, Sydney and Torrens University of Australia
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Dr Alizaman D. Gamon
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Dr Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Ang
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Assoc Prof Dr Wan Mazwati Wan Yusoff
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Dr Mai Jianjun
“China’s Hui Muslims’ Wisdom of Coexistence”

Dr Abdulwahed Jalal Nori & Dr. Mariwan Hama Darwesh Salih
“Foresight Unveiled: Leveraging Scenario Construction to Shape a Desirable Future — A Comprehensive Case Study
from Iraq”
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1.00PM-2.00PM Lunch Break

SESSION 3 (2.00PM — 4.30PM)

Moderators: Dr Mohammad Mohiuddin & Dr Che Razi Jusoh

Guest Speaker 4 : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Md Saidul Islam
Associate Professor, School of Social Sciences and Asian School of the Environment, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore
Topic: “Islam and neoliberal modernity: From conflict to congruence”

Guest Speaker 5 : Prof. Dr. Kaziba Abdul Mpatta
Vice Rector, Islamic University in Uganda
Topic: “Harmony in diversity: the ethical implications of coexistence in 21st century”

Guest Speaker 6 : Dr Sukree LANGPUTEH
Vice Chairman, Southern Thailand Islamic Higher Education Foundation, Fatoni University,
Thailand

Dr Abdul Latif Abdul Razak
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*Spiritual tourism is now becoming a popular trend. The
development of spiritual tourism is seen clearly within the
past decade in the world, specifically in Asia.

*Spiritual tourism which known as one type of special
interest tourism activity based on expectations related
with spirituality is now continuously developing and

demanded by the tourists.
‘Keeping in view the phenomenal growth this research

reviews the very high-quality research literature on Islamic
spiritual tourism to consolidate its findings and

recommendations.
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Spiritual tourism is booming in India post-pandemic

The Colden Temple in Amritsar i1s receiving at
least one lakh visitors daily, much higher than

pre-pandemic numbers.

Dipak Deva, MD of Travel Corporation
of India, India's largest in-bound travel
company, visited the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam every yea - till
the pandemic. Over the long
Janmashtami weekend, he visited
Tirupati with his family after almost
three years. "That weekend, the temple
saw at least 1,00,000 t0 2,00,000
visitors, he says.

What is the most spiritual place in Vietham?

Ngoc Son Temple is the most visited temple in the
capital of Hanol and was built since 19th century.
This spiritual location is located on a small island in
the northern part of Hoan Kiem Lake. The temple Is
connected with the shore by a graceful bridge called
The Huc Bridge built in the traditional style of
Vietham.
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Ngoc Son Temple is a popular tourist attraction in Hanoi (Source: Collected)
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What is Bali known for spiritually?
Why Bali Is a Mecca for Healing - A 7-
Day Retreat
The population is nearly 90 percent Hindu
and religion is deeply rooted at the heart
of dally life. Bali is one of the world's most
vivid centers for spirituality and self-
discovery, and In turn, It tends to draw
certain people interested in healing, yoga,
meditation, consciousness and

transformation.

Purification Tour in Bali — Bali 99 Tour

Christian pilgrimages are the most important form of spiritual
tourism in Europe. Many will hike and crawl across biblical sites in
acts of dedication to Christianity in places such as Lourdes or the

Vatican.
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Theorizing Islamic pilgrimage and religious tourism.
Pilgrimage, as a movement towards a sacred center aimed at
being exposed to God's presence.
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The musical aspect of religious tourism Is currently amongst the
least Investigated themes (lvona & Privitera, 2019). It also gives
an Indicator of less motivation to support the religious travel.
This statement Is supported by Ghapar (2021), In which
according to the domestic travel Malaysia survey, religious
tourism had the least attraction preferred by Malaysian which
was only 45.2% compared to Island and Beaches with 76.8%.
Thus, by Inserting spiritual Identifications In this tourism
segment, it Is expected to contribute towards the rise of religious
spiritual tourism in Malaysia.
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There are an increasing prevalence of mental disorders in Malaysia, with
a growing need to Improve access to timely and efficient mental
healthcare to address this burden (Raah, et, al. 2021). It has been
widely reported that according to police statistics, there were 266 cases
of suicides and deaths between March 18 and October 30 of 2020
(UNICEF Malaysia, 2021). The proportion of healthcare workers with
current suicidal ideation 11% and clinical depression 9.9% (Sahimi, et,
al. 2021).

The Increase mental health Issues, spiritual tourism for
psychotherapeutic healing post COVID-19 (Bhalla, et, al. 2021).
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Hitherto many researchers have tended to use ‘spiritual tourism’
Interchangeably with ‘religious tourism’ which creates confusion
about the conceptual differences between the two ideas (Sohibab
Abdul Halim et, al.2021). In this article, i1t Is argued that, while some
researchers have provided insights into the “spirituality puzzle”, most
have failed to provide a holistic picture (Wilson 2016).

The term spiritual tourism has often been used interchangeably with
other forms of tourism, especially religious tourism, Yoga tourism,
and wellness tourism (Balakrishnan & Dileep, 2021)

There are considerable differences between spiritual and religious
tourism regarding tourist profiles, motivations, behaviours, and
activities (Robledo, 2015).
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Based on the statement of the problem,
and the rationale of the study, the
research questions for the study will
formulated the conceptual framework of
Islamic Spiritual Tourism.
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This research conducts a thematic review of existing literature on Islamic
spiritual tourism, incorporating advancements in study methodologies as
suggested by Rasul (2019). The practice of conducting thematic literature
reviews, initially rooted in medicine, has been extended to social sciences.
Tranfield, Denyer, and Smart (2003) have identified certain features that can
guide such studies (cited Ali Shah et. al 2023). This systematic approach aids
researchers and professionals in further research, progress, and practical
application of knowledge (Shah et al., 2020, 2021; Tranfield et al., 2003 cited
Ali Shah et. al 2023).
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Reflection - Soul Meaning/ purpose of Self -

purification

life

determination

Transcendence

Consciousness

Spiritual Resources

—

Spiritual coping with
obstacles

Mohamad Hanefar, (2015)
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Facilities
Features

Facilities
Features

Educational Islamic
Tourism Pondokstay Tourism

Islamic
Celebrations

Teaching and
Learning

Products of
Education

Indoor
Program

Hashim and Mohd Fuzi, (2023)

Spiritual tourists to the Islamic places, gatherings, occasions, and
festivals by promoting them as spiritual tourism products.
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Islamic Tourism Centre

It is hope that this study will be able to help the Islamic Tourism Centre to use
of this model as one of new strategies to market Spiritual product in Malaysia.
It will indirectly give opportunities for ITC cater to the needs of Muslim tourists
all around the world. Hence, industry player can actively promote Islamic
Spiritual Tourism and keep on improving the functions, to ensure the loyalty

among tourists is achieved.
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[ourism Industry

This will influence the planning activity for the travel operators and organisations, giving them the scope
to access a new spiritual tourism segment that could increase the overall number of tourists in the future.
Furthermore, this development will lead to better employment opportunities, provide quality
experiences to tourists or travellers, respect local communities, preserve Malaysian Tourism Industry, and
bring many other benefits. Spiritual tourism requires a new mode as a form of quality tourism
development so that it will organise socio-cultural life with varieties of unique customs and become a tool
to increase regional income, create job opportunities and indirectly improve Malaysian quality of life.
The correct method of commercialisation will stimulate the spiritual tourism economic development.

Researchers

In the view of researchers, this study will added literature in the topic of spiritual tourism. It is also
function to assist them to acknowledge the importance of spirituality in Islamic Religious Tourism.
Researchers can use this study for their future research, so that the understanding of Islamic spiritual
Tourism and centennials generations preferences will be better. The study will contribute to the existing
knowledge about values and provide implications for developing spiritual tourism sustainably.
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