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As Korea's aging population progresses rapidly, the social role of
caring for the elderly is growing. Accordingly, more and more
attempts are being made to establish elderly care facilities operated
by Long-term Care Insurance, so—called public nursing homes, in the
city center. However, although elderly care facilities are welfare
facilities with almost no risk and disgust, they are recognized as
non—preferred facilities in the local community and give rise to strong
location conflicts. Therefore, this study is aimed to identify the
background and factors behind the recent recognition of elderly care
facilities as non-preferred facilities and to analyze the intensifying
factors of the conflict over the location of this facility.

This study focused on the case of the location conflict of the
municipal silver care center in Dongdaemun-gu and Songpa-gu In
Seoul. As a result, Ageism was found to be the biggest cause of
people’s perception of elderly care facilities as non—preferred facilities.
In particular, there was great hostility toward the sick elderly who
were about to die. Residents were concerned that if the elder
residents of the silver care center wander around near their residence,
the local atmosphere would stagnate and the value of the real estate
would decrease. Some young residents who feel the lack of infant
care facilities expressed intense hostility to the establishment of
welfare facilities for the elderly. Even the elderly showed ageism
themselves.

After the conflict occurred, the characteristics and behaviors of
conflicting parties —local residents, the Seoul government, and local
politicians —influenced a lot on the direction of the conflict. Since the
Heliocity apartment complex is the only big residential area near the
Songpa Silver Care Center, the residents could have a strong political

influence. This put considerable pressure on local governments and
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local politicians and had the effect of preventing the project from
progressing easily. In particular, general elections in 2020 were held
in the conflict process, and politicians seemed to use the conflict to
win votes from local residents. As a result, the location conflict of
the Songpa Silver Care Center has been prolonged.

In Dongdaemun-gu, on the other hand, only a few residents closest
to the project site expressed strong opposition because all apartment
complexes near the project site were small. The local politician, who
was well aware of the local situation, knew this point and tried to
persuade the local people. The conflict ended relatively easily since
the Seoul Metropolitan Government also accepted residents’ demand
to overhaul the surrounding environment instead of agreeing to the
establishment of a silver care center.

To prevent location conflicts surrounding elderly care facilities, it is
important to fundamentally resolve negative perceptions of the elderly
and elderly care facilities. Considering that elderly care facilities are
not dangerous or repugnant, it is expected that when we improve
negative perceptions toward elder people, especially those sick, it
contributes to preventing most elderly care facilities’ location
conflicts. Improving awareness of the elderly is also a significant task

that Korean society must achieve ahead of a super—aged society.

keywords : Ageism, Eldery discrimination, Eldery care facility,
Public conflict, Location conflict
Student Number : 2019-25448
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