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  FLOOR PLANFLOOR PLAN
DIMENSIONSDIMENSIONS  
AND NOTESAND NOTES

The presentation and images by East Tennessee State University are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
unless noted otherwise.



INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
Provide measurements used for construction
Found on all types of architectural drawings 
Presented using lines, numerical values, symbols, or notes & specs
Drawings must include all dimensions needed for construction

Dimensions 



ALIGNEDALIGNED
DIMENSIONSDIMENSIONS

Most common 
Dimensions placed in line
with dimension lines 
Read from bottom or
right side of sheet
Extension lines show the
extent of dimension
Start with a small space
from feature being
dimensioned and extend
past last dimension line
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OMITTING DIMENSIONSOMITTING DIMENSIONS
ESTABLISHED BY THE FOUNDATIONESTABLISHED BY THE FOUNDATION

System placed on the ground and used to support the
building

Certain features on floor plan are established on
foundation plan

Foundation

DIMENSIONING ARC AND CIRCULAR FLOORDIMENSIONING ARC AND CIRCULAR FLOOR
PLAN FEATURESPLAN FEATURES

Referencing dimensions on the floor plan is a good idea
Other features are dimensioned by location and radius
or diameter dimension

Features originating from the foundation do not require
floor plan dimensions



MASONRY VENEER ON THE FLOORMASONRY VENEER ON THE FLOOR
PLANPLAN

Application of thin (4") masonry to the exterior of a
wood-frame structure
Can also be applied to interior frame partitions’

Masonry veneer

CONCRETE BLOCK AND STRUCTURALCONCRETE BLOCK AND STRUCTURAL
MASONRY CONSTRUCTIONMASONRY CONSTRUCTION

Can be used to construct exterior or interior walls
Concrete block

SOLID CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION ON THESOLID CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION ON THE
FLOOR PLANFLOOR PLAN

Foundations
Basements
Subterranean homes

Concrete is poured into forms which mold the mixture

Residential construction, mostly limited to: 

Construction:



Window and door schedule
Room names and appliance labels
Tub, shower, and spa labels
Fireplace or solid fuel–burning appliance labels
Stair and closet labels
Access, firewalls, and floor lines

Commonly lettered in field of the drawing

Specific notes relate to specific features

General notes apply to features on the entire drawing










FLOOR PLAN NOTESFLOOR PLAN NOTES
AND SPECIFICATIONSAND SPECIFICATIONS



DESIGNING FLOOR PLANS USINGDESIGNING FLOOR PLANS USING
STANDARD CONSTRUCTION MODULESSTANDARD CONSTRUCTION MODULES

Standard inch construction modules are 12", 16", and 24"
When possible, design the overall building and
major projections using these modules

Material conservation and construction labor simplification
is important to consider
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