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Abstract

Multiply robust imputation is an imputation method that attempts to properly
predict values for missing data by employing the use of multiple classification
methods at once. This approach is based on the notion that including more
methods increases the chances of properly capturing the real context of the
data one is working with.
Selecting which imputation methods to combine is an important factor in the
performance of multiply robust imputation. This thesis looks at an example
where models of different natures are combined to find out more about whether
they will work with or against one another when trying to impute missing cat-
egorical variables.
An experiment is conducted using three different data sets to compare the per-
formance between a multiply robust imputation method that employs only lo-
gistic regression models and a multiply robust imputation method that employs
a mix of logistic regression models and random forest models.
In the experiment it was demonstrated that the two models showed cooperative
behavior, which increased their performance compared to their performance in
isolation.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Missing Data Imputation and the Existing Methods

When working with data from the outside world, it is common to discover miss-
ing data in the form of missing entries or the absence of specific variables for
certain entries. This can be caused due to human errors or equipment malfunc-
tions. There are three main reasons as to why data sets can end up containing
missing data. Data is missing as it was forgotten or lost, the data might not
have been applicable to the specific entry, or the data is missing as it is to no in-
terest of the specific entry. Missing data can be dealt with in two ways. Firstly,
one can discard the incomplete or missing entries in a data set This will likely
reduce the amount of information one is able to retrieve from the data set, as
the amount of entries is reduced.The second way to deal with missing data is by
replacing any missing values with estimated values, which are obtained using
the intact observations from the data set. This method of recovering a data set
is known as imputation. This can only be done for entries where only a couple
of variables are missing however. Replacing an entire missing entry is of course
not possible using estimation methods as there is no available information about
this entry to use for comparisons. [SAPV19].
The distinction between whether data is missing due to identifiable or uniden-
tifiable reasons is important to make. If data is missing for identifiable reasons,
imputing values may add bias to the data set, making it unrecoverable. Data
imputation can be of great value when working with data that is missing for
unidentifiable reasons however. This may seem counter intuitive, but if the
reason for missing data is unidentifiable, this is associated with data missing
at random, meaning that imputation is less likely to introduce a bias. This
makes data sets with unidentifiable missing data, so-called recoverable data
sets [SAPV19].
There are many different types of imputation methods. In general, most meth-
ods follow either machine learning model principles or standard statistic theory.
Imputation methods can fall into several categories, some of which are shortly
explored here as their properties are important for the main topic of this thesis.

Firstly, an imputation method can be parametric or non-parametric, indicating
whether they employ the use of values outside of those in the data set itself. An
example of a non-parametric model is Nearest-neighbor imputation, which only
uses comparisons between values in the data set to see which completed entry
most closely resembles the entry with the missing variable. An example of a
parametric model is linear regression imputation, which uses a set of weights on
observed independent variables to estimate the unobserved dependent variable.
An imputation method can also function as either a donor method or as an
estimator method. For a donor method, only values that are actually observed
in the data set are imputed. This has the added benefit of making sure that all
imputed values are all possible to occur, as they have occurred naturally before.
Alternatively, an estimator method employs functions to get as close to the ac-

3



tual answer as possible. Using the aforementioned methods, Nearest-neighbor
imputation functions as as a donor method while linear regression imputation
is a clear example of an estimator method. [CHS21]
There is also a distinction to be made between single and multiple imputa-
tion methods. As the name implies, single imputation methods only impute a
single value. While this is computationally efficient, it may be challenging to
measure the proper variance of estimates based on the imputed data. Multiple
imputation methods generate numerous estimated values for each missing value
in the data set. The estimated values are then combined using statistical or
machine learning based methods to form the final imputation. An advantage
of this method is that measuring the variance of the estimates is a lot easier.
A common example of single imputation would be mean imputation, where all
missing values are simply replaced by the mean value of that numerical variable
in the data set [Li15]. Examples of multiple imputation include doubly robust
or multiply robust imputation, the latter of which is the main topic of this thesis
and will be expanded upon hereafter [ZHYH17].

1.2 Multiply Robust Imputation

The multiply robust approach is a specific method that uses multiple predic-
tion/classification techniques together in order to prevent model misspecifica-
tion. Model misspecification means that the model or formula that a prediction
technique is based on, does not represent the reality of the context one is working
with. This misspecification can cause distortions in the accuracy of prediction
results in the form of unpredictable bias.
Multiply robust imputation aims to fix this issue by using multiple prediction
strategies. These prediction techniques can be based on both machine learning
model principles or standard statistic theory. When multiply robust imputation
is executed on a data set with missing values, each prediction model contained in
the algorithm comes with its own set of predictions. Afterwards, using weights
for each of the predicted results, the final imputations are decided using either
a majority vote in the case of equal weights, or the highest sum of weights in
case of unequal weights. Since multiple models are at play at once here, the
chances of the model containing a correctly specified model that fits the context
is drastically increased, thereby decreasing the chance of model misspecification
[CHS21].

1.3 Categorical Variable Imputation

When it comes to imputing missing data, working with numerical variables has
a substantial benefit over working with categorical variables. Numerical values
always have an intrinsic ordering, making comparisons between them easy to
execute and understand. Categorical variables often do not have an explicit
ordering, meaning that many imputation algorithms relying on this property
will fail to work with this data. As an intuitive example, both humans and
machines find the difference between two numbers easier to comprehend than
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the difference between two colors. This ”ordered” nature of numerical variables
makes them easier to work with, which has resulted in a wider variety of options
regarding machine learning models and statistical methods when it comes to
missing data imputation.
The nature of categorical variables also imposes restrictions on the categories in
which their imputation methods belong to. For starters, a categorical variable
imputation method can only fall in the donor category. Precise estimation, as is
possible with numerical values, is not a feasible option for categorical values as
they are discrete. Imputations always belong to a discrete group and nowhere
in between.
As an exception to the problem of a lack or order, there exist ordinal variables.
These are a form of categorical variables which do feature an intrinsic ordering.
An example of this would be clothing sizes (S, M, L, XL etc,). Variables such
as these can be mapped to numerical values, making them suitable for the
aforementioned imputation algorithms that require the property of ordering.
The less intuitive nature of categorical variables make them harder to work
with, warranting different approaches then when it comes to numerical variables.
Because of this, categorical variable imputation, which is the topic of this thesis,
is a significant part of data imputation that warrants its own research.

1.4 The current study

This thesis is focused on the performance of multiple imputation using mul-
tiply robust imputation on categorical variables and how this can be effected
by the models or functions contained within it. The nature of multiply robust
imputation allows for a lot of freedom regarding both which and how many
models and functions can be used to arrive at the final imputations. In theory,
the more methods included in the algorithm, the less likely it becomes for the
results to be biased due to a misspecified model. Including more models also
leads to more required computations and a larger runtime however. This makes
the selection of which models to include important when it comes to optimizing
this imputation method [CHS21].
Regarding, predictions of categorical variables, logistic regression is among the
most popular. Unlike many other models, the dependent variable that is being
predicted in logistic regression is binary, meaning that the regression returns
either true or false for a certain variable [Gui14]. Specifics on why and how
logistic regression works well with categorical variables will be expanded upon
further in the methods section.
As discussed before, a big risk of working with classification models is model
misspecification, meaning that one’s models do not properly capture the real
context of the data [CHS21]. For the current research, the goal is to find out
whether using only logistic regression models has a good chance of properly ap-
proximating the real context of the data, or whether achieving this is more likely
by including a secondary type of model as well. Preferably one with a vastly dif-
ferent assumption on the context. An attempt is made to find an approximate
answer to this by comparing a multiply robust imputation method using only
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logistic regression models, to a multiply robust imputation method using both
logistic regression models and another popular machine learning method. Im-
putation techniques will be tested on imputation accuracy and estimator bias.
The research question is as follows:

What are the performance-based differences between a multiply robust impu-
tation algorithm using logistic regression models exclusively and one utilizing a
combination of logistic regression models and another model type when imputing
categorical variables?

Noteworthy is that this research question can and will not be conclusively
answered in this thesis. As an infinite amount of model combinations are possi-
ble with different parameters and data sets for them to be implemented on, the
answer will always be specific to the exact context. This thesis instead, mostly
aims to gain new insights about the cooperation of different types of models in
the multiply robust imputation method.

After this introduction, a section on machine learning methods regarding
categorical variable classification will follow. In this section, logistic regression
and three other popular methods will be expanded upon. One of these three
other methods will be chosen to work alongside logistic regression in the mul-
tiply robust imputation model based on their properties. This decision will be
based on their workings, efficiency, transparency and explainability.
The next section describes the experiment between the two multiply robust im-
putation methods. There will be a subsection about the used tools and methods,
the data collection and lastly the results.
The last section will focus on the results from the previous section to form a
conclusion. Finally, there will be a quick discussion about the validity of the
results and its implications, along with general thoughts about the research as
a whole.

2 Machine Learning Model Selection

2.1 Section Overview

As stated in the introduction, this section will contain information about the
workings and properties of machine learning models regarding categorical vari-
able classification. Specifically, logistic regression, k-Nearest-neighbors, random
forests and gradient boosting. It is important to note that not all of these mod-
els are going to be used in the final experiment, meaning that these explanations
are mostly here for the reader to re-familiarize themselves with the methods as
well as to justify the final model selection choice. The information relevant to
this current study will continue at the ’Model Decision’ paragraph.
From the last three mentioned models, one will be chosen to work alongside
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logistic regression in the research experiment. This decision will be based on
the models workings, efficiency, transparency and explainability. The first two
factors are important for model performance, as I’d like the algorithms to have
similar efficiency, so that the running time of the two models that will be con-
structed are at least similar. The last two factors are important as they are
relevant in many research fields, and since logistic regression is an explainable
and transparent prediction, it would be nice for the alternative model to have
this feature as well [TL10].
The chosen model will be selected in the last subsection. Even though logistic
regression is certainly going to be included in the research experiment, it is still
valuable to understand its working for comparisons, final conclusions and dis-
cussions.
As previously discussed, logistic regression is chosen due to its high popularity
for categorical variable classification. The last three methods are chosen due
to the large differences in their workings. Although this is just a hypothesis,
one might argue that observing four drastically different methods could give
more insight into the workings of categorical variable classification, opposed to
only looking at similar approaches. This might help in making the final model
decision more guided and thought out.

2.2 Logistic Regression

2.2.1 Technical explanation

Making use of binary variables, or dummy variables as they are sometimes called,
is a good way of dealing with categorical variables for both the independent and
dependent variables. Logistic regression is an algorithm that aims to determine
the value of a dependent binary value. It does this by giving weights to the val-
ues of the independent variables, which can be both numerical and categorical
in nature. For this model, it is assumed that the dependent variable y follows
a Bernoulli distribution. This means that there is a probability P (y = 1) lying
between 0 and 1 so that the binary value of y is 1. When the logistic regression
function returns a higher or equal value to this probability, the binary value of
y is 1. When the function returns a lower value, the binary value of y is 0. This
probability can be manually decided [Gui14].
The sigmoid function which decides the probability for a certain entry is com-
posed of all relevant independent variables and their respective weights. Below,
the basic structure of the logistic regression function is given.

Ŷ =
eβ0+

∑
βjXij

1− eβ0+
∑

βjXij

The weights for each particular variable are decided by using methods that use
statistical principles to estimate the strength of the connection between inde-
pendent and dependent variables. The exact working of this is not relevant for
this study and is therefore not explored further [TL10]. The regression weights

7



of binary variables, function a little bit differently than the weights of numerical
variables.
For numerical values in regression, each variable is given a weight, which is then
multiplied with the numerical value to compute the actual value that is entered
into the regression function. Below is a quick example, with β1 as the weight
for variable 1 and xi as the value of variable 1 for entry i.

Weighti = β1xi

Dummy variables are different in the sense that their weights are either turned
on or off since the only possible values of the dummy variables are 0 and 1.
Looking back at the weight function above, it is clear that if xi can only be 0
or 1, the resulting weight is either 0 or β1 [Alk12].
Since categorical variables only have a discrete amount of values, it is possible
to split up a categorical variable into multiple dummy variables. One for each
value the original categorical variable could have. This principle is what allows
logistic regression to be used for multivariate data imputation. Independent
categorical variables can be converted into multiple dummy variables with their
own weights. As for the dependent variable, probabilities are computed for each
possible outcome and the most likely result is selected to be the final output.

2.2.2 Properties

As previously mentioned, logistic regression assumes that the dependent vari-
able follows a Bernoulli distribution. Logistic regression is a relatively efficient
algorithm. Once the regression function is made, all one needs to do for a pre-
diction is fill in the numbers. This, along with logistic regression’s transparency
and explainability are the main reasons as to why it is such a popular choice
in multiple research fields [BSGB22]. In the end, logistic regression is just a
function with weights, very transparent. It is also easy to explain to others
what factors are being taken into account and to what degree in order to make
predictions.

2.3 k-Nearest Neighbors

2.3.1 Technical explanation

As previously mentioned, the k-Nearest Neighbors (KNN) imputation method
is a donor method, which means that instead of estimating a value for the de-
pendent variable, an actually observed entry for this variable is chosen as the
result instead. This makes KNN a potent choice for predicting categorical vari-
ables, as it does not have to give much thought into what sort of variable is
being donated. KNN functions in the exact same way regardless if numerical or
categorical variables are being predicted [FT22].
KNN selects a donor entry by computing ’distances’ between the entry that is
being predicted and the other complete entries. To compute these distances, a
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vector is created from all relevant independent variables featuring their values.
Then, using functions such as Manhattan distance, entries can be compared. It
is sometimes also important to give each independent variable a weight, as value
gaps may have huge differences. The difference between categorical variables
can be computed using several methods. Examples of this would be Simple
Matching of Coefficients, which distance is simply 1 when the values differ and
0 if they are the same. There also exists Minkowski difference which splits cat-
egorical variables up in multiple dummy variables, each representing a different
possible value for the categorical variable. By comparing the dummy variable
values of two entries, a matrix can be made which is then used for calculations
[FT22].
K-Nearest-Neighbors finds the variable value for an entry by comparing its in-
dependent variable values to the entries’ k nearest neighbors, meaning the k
closest entries distance-wise. When predicting a categorical variable, the final
result is selected using a vote, with each neighbor voting for their own value
of the independent variable. While it is possible to give each vote from the
neighbors the same weight, it is also common practice to give the votes weights
based on how close the respective neighbor is [FT22].

2.3.2 Properties

Context-wise, KNN makes the assumption that to find the correct output to
an entry, the output must be the same as the complete entry that most closely
resembles it.
KNN works well for low-dimensional data, but quickly becomes computationally
heavy for high-dimensional data. This is because it is required to compute every
distance between one entry and the other complete entries to find the nearest
neighbors. When the amount of variables that need to be checked doubles, so
does the running time, and it is not uncommon to see data with over a hundred
variables. There is research about getting around this issue with solutions like
parallel computing however [FT22].
KNN is a very clear and explainable model. Not only can its workings be quickly
summarized in a single sentence, understanding the final decision is as simple
as looking at the functions and potential weights that are used for computing
distances along with what variables have been used.

2.4 Random Forests

2.4.1 Technical Explanation

To properly explain the workings of random forests, it helps to first discuss
decision tree classifiers. Shortly summarized, a decision tree is a set of rules
regarding variable values that continuously splits the data into two groups. All
entries satisfying the rule continue to the next rule or result on the left or right,
while the entries not satisfying the rule continue to the next rule or result on
the opposite side. An example of a rule would be: x1 > 10. This splitting con-
tinues until all paths have ended in leaves, which are the final results. Below,
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an example of a simple decision tree is given [BS16].

Figure 1: Basic example of a decision tree [tea20]

While it is possible to autonomously implement these rules, there exist func-
tions to do this automatically. Most of these functions work with an entropy
value which lies between 0 and 1. When splitting the data into two groups, the
diversity of the dependent variable in these entries is analyzed to see the quality
of the split. If only one type of outcome exists in a group after a split, then
the entropy is 1. The more uneven the distribution is, the closer the entropy
is to 1 and the better quality of the split is. This variable allows functions to
select the best possible splits so that the most efficient tree can be created. The
splitting of a group stops when a high enough entropy is found in a group or
the maximum tree depth is reached. The most common value for the depen-
dent variable is selected as the output for that leaf. The maximum tree depth
and minimum entropy level are some of the hyper-parameters that are often
autonomously selected before creating a tree [BS16].
Once this decision tree is created, the dependent variable of an entry can be
predicted by following the decision tree rules down to the bottom, ending up
with a result. Decision trees work well for categorical variables both for the
dependent and independent input variables. For categorical independent vari-
ables, it is easy to compute entropy as a simple count of all discrete value can
be done. This is arguably easier than for predicting numerical values, in which
case weights come into play. Since the final output of a decision tree can only
be a number of discrete leafs, this works well when working with categorical
variables [BS16].
Random forest is the expansion of decision trees. For a random forest, a numer-
ous amount of decision trees are trained on randomly selected entries from the
data, as well as only being able to split on randomly selected features from these
entries. Once all decision trees (the forest) are made, predicting new values of
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entries is done by going through each decision tree and using a voting system
(possibly with weights) to select the final output. Random Forests are more
reliable than decision trees as all variables are looked at. The final structure
of a decision tree is highly dependent on the training data, meaning that it is
likely to produce results with high variance on new entries. Random Forest
reduces this dependency by creating trees with randomly selected training data
and selected variables. All the individual trees are overfit, but together they are
consistent [BS16].

2.4.2 Properties

To properly predict independent values, Random Forests assume that the output
can be found by following a set of rules inferred from the data. While training
the trees takes some time, once they are created, getting results does not take
long. It is also possible to use multiple processors to make trees at once, since
the trees themselves are completely independent of one another [BS16].
Decisions trees in general are easy to understand and explain, as the entire
algorithm can be presented and viewed in a single structure. Random forests
however, fail to maintain this quality, as understanding many trees at once that
are randomly generated is not equally plausible.

2.5 Gradient Boosting

2.5.1 Technical Explanation

Gradient boosting (sometimes called Gradient Boosting Machine) is a machine
learning technique that aims to find the best possible fitted prediction function
by iteratively learning from predecessor models referred to as weak models. The
process of finding this prediction function contains a couple of steps [NK13].
First, a loss function must be selected, which is able to compare prediction
values and actual values. There are a lot of possible options to choose from,
although the function should be differentiable. Then, a very simple prediction
function is used as a baseline. For example, the mean of the dependent vari-
able. Now, the iterative process of the Gradient Boosting method starts. Every
cycle starts with letting the old prediction function make predictions. These
prediction values are compared to the actual values in the data using the loss
function. For every predicted point, the gradient/slope of their position in the
loss function is taken. These gradients are then used as the dependent variable
to fit the next weak model. Finally, a function is used to decide how much of
the new model should be used in conjunction with the old model. Deciding how
much a new model is used is simply done with a learning rate value that is mul-
tiplied with the new model. This process makes sure that the new result from
the loss function will be as small as possible. This process is iterated until a low
enough loss is reached, or a predetermined amount of weak models have been
made. The final weak model that is fitted is also the final prediction function
[NK13].
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Which machine learning model function is used in gradient boosting can differ.
Both regression models and decision trees could be used, each with their own
advantages and disadvantages. This model can clearly work to predict cate-
gorical variables as well, since its foundation can be various machine learning
algorithms which support categorical variable prediction.

2.5.2 Properties

There is no specific assumption that gradient boosting makes about the context
of the data, as this assumption is mostly dependent on the model type that
is being used. While methods like Random Forests try to cancel out potential
model misspecifications using randomness, Gradient Boosting does so by learn-
ing from previous mistakes, which is inherently more data-driven. Even though
this, along with the choice of loss function and model type, allows for more ex-
perimentation and potentially more accurate models using gradient boosting, its
iterative nature makes it prone to overfitting. There are measures to get around
this though. Once the function is trained, getting new predictions does not take
long, but another issue with the sequential process of gradient boosting is that
it can not be sped up using parallel processes, as every iteration relies on the
previous one. Gradient boosting also suffers when it comes to transparency. It
is not an easy task to distinguish which factors are being taken into account and
to what amount after many iterations of optimizing the function. Especially for
people without a machine learning background [NK13]. That being said, Gra-
dient Boosting is still a very potent prediction algorithm with the potential for
highly accurate results in return for high computation costs.

2.6 Model Decision

2.6.1 Overview

To select the model that will be working alongside logistic regression, first all
of the advantages and disadvantages of the discussed models regarding the rel-
evant performance measures are summarized.
K-Nearest Neighbors is a model that is both easy to understand and very trans-
parent, its major drawback however is the computational inefficiency when it
comes to large data with many dimensions [FT22] .
Random Forests can be computationally efficient as they can be constructed in
parallel, and have shown to deliver consistent results with low variance regard-
ing new predictions. As a result of the large amount of randomly generated
decision trees however, most of the transparency and some of the explainability
of single decision trees has been lost [BS16].
Finally, Gradient Boosting is a computationally expensive algorithm that shows
a lot of promise for accurately fitted prediction functions in return. There is how-
ever a risk of this algorithm overfitting, as well as requiring many autonomously
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decided hyper-parameters and functions. Transparency and explainability is
also lost in the process, as it is hard to keep track of the algorithm’s thought
process through each iteration [NK13].

2.6.2 Conclusion

For the machine learning model to work alongside logistic regression in the mul-
tiply robust imputation method, the Random Forests algorithm was ultimately
selected for a multitude of reasons.
Firstly, it is computationally relatively efficient. Once the random forest is con-
structed, new predictions barely take any time; similarly to logistic regression,
where the regression functions have to be constructed.
Transparency is lost when creating a random forest, but there is still an element
of explainability, as decision trees are intuitively easy to understand [BS16].
There is also an argument to be made about the distinct nature of Random
Forests’ assumption about the context of the data. Logistic regression assumes
that the correct value of the dependent variable can be reached with a formula,
where independent variables are given weights. Random Forests assume that
the correct value of the dependent variable can be reached by following a set
of rules derived from the data. These different perspectives on the context can
give the multiply robust imputation method more variety and therefore a higher
chance of containing a correctly specified model.
There are also other reasons as to why the Random Forests algorithm was
selected instead of KNN or Gradient Boosting. While the transparency and
explainability of Random Forests are not as good as KNN, the computational
efficiency makes up for it by being more compatible with the computational
costs of logistic regression. Gradient Boosting shares many of the same quali-
ties as the Random Forest model, however Gradient Boosting has many different
hyper-parameters and function selections to choose from. This might make it
more difficult to reason about the final experiment results, as it might be hard
to pin-point how much of an effect these choices have made.

3 Experiment

3.1 Section overview

This section will be divided up into three subsections. First, the mean idea
behind the experiment and the process is explained. After this, the setup of the
experiment is covered. This subsection will cover details such as the working en-
vironment, coding and the origins of used data. The fourth and final subsection
will cover the results of the experiment.
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3.2 Experiment Explanation

For the current study, an experiment will be done to analyze the change in
performance of a Multiply robust imputation method when using either only
logistic regression models or a combination of logistic regression and random
forest models. The main idea behind the experiment is that using multiple types
of models together might influence the performance of the complete model by
means of working together or possibly against each other. Reasons as to why
these specific models were chosen are given in the model selection section of this
thesis.
The imputations will be performed on multiple data sets of different natures
that all have a single specified variable that might be missing, as opposed to
multiple variables having the chance of missing values for a single entry. As for
comparing performance, analyses will be made regarding the models prediction
accuracies, confusion matrices and estimator bias.

3.3 Experiment Set-up

3.3.1 Working Environment and Coding Language

The creation of the model, along with the importing and pre-processing of the
data has all been done with Python using Jupyter Notebook, which is a web-
application that allows the user to execute Python code in cells/blocks at a
time. This feature made it an appealing choice for this experiment, as it allows
for quick changes to small parts of the code which can be executed separately
instead of having the need to execute the complete code for every minor change.
Python was chosen as the coding language because of personal experience and
its nature that allows it to work efficiently with data sets.

3.3.2 Coding and Algorithm

This subsection will shortly cover the workings of the code/algorithm I made to
execute the experiment.
First, all coding libraries that will be used are imported. These include NumPy
for mathematics, Pandas for data frame operations, Seaborn for plots, Random
for sampling and finally Scikit-Learn for the logistic regression and random for-
est algorithms. Then, the data is imported and pre-processed for later use.

The bulk of the code is a function called ’Multiply Robust Imputation Ex-
periment’ (visible in the appendix). As input, this function receives the data,
along with the amount of models it should make, the sample size that is used for
training and testing each of these models, the list of predictor variables and the
predicted variable and finally whether the imputation method should only use
logistic regression models, or a combination of logistic regression and random
forest models.
As output, the algorithm returns the accuracy of the final predictions, a confu-
sion matrix for the final predictions and a dictionary containing the estimated
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bias for each of the possible values from the predicted variable.

A short pseudocode of the imputation algorithm for clarity:

-Sample size is computed based on fraction and the size of the input data
-For each model that needs to be created:
—Create a list of lists of variables that are a random subset of all independent
variables
—Create a list of random samples with predetermined sample size of the full
data set
—Split this random sample into a training and test sample
-Merge all test sets from the previous samples to create the final test set on
which predictions are made
-Each list of variables and training sample is used to train one machine learning
model (or two in case mixed models is enabled)
-Predictions are made using each model
-Final predictions are decided using a majority vote among all models

Important to note is that the algorithm always favors logistic regression
when it comes to an even amount of models. Furthermore, when a mixed set
of models is created, the algorithms makes sure that all of the random forest
models are trained on the same data samples and variable samples as the logistic
regression model.

3.3.3 Data

For the experiment, three data sets have been used. They have been selected
for satisfying a couple of personally chosen criteria. They had to have more
than 500 observations, so that the results would have a smaller chance of being
largely variant. Secondly there had to be between 5 and 20 predictor variables
present, so that the generated models are not too simple or complicated. Fi-
nally, the predicted variable that depends on the previously mentioned predictor
variables also needed to be multivariate in nature with not too many possible
values (between 3 and 10).
The first data set that was selected is called ’Airbag and other influences on
accident fatalities’ and features information about car accidents. Factors like
whether the airbags were deployed and the driver’s age are taken as indepen-
dent variables and the severity of the injuries resulting from the crash as the
dependent variable with 5 possible options. Most of the predictor variables are
binary in nature.
The second data set that was selected is called ’Number of Equations and Ci-
tations for Evolutionary Biology Publications’ and features data on papers’
citations in journals. The properties of these papers as well as their citations
are used as independent variables. In which journal they were originally posted
is used as the dependent variable with three possible options. Most of the pre-
dictor variables are numerical in nature.
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The last data set that was selected is called ’Deidentified Results of COVID-19
testing at the Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania (CHOP) in 2020’ and features
data about COVID-19 tests in 2020 from a hospital in Pennsylvania. Factors
such as the result of the test, the test subjects’ age and how far along into the
pandemic the test was are used as independent variables. Which group of peo-
ple paid for the test (government, commercial, self pay etc.) is the dependent
variable. The predictor variables are both binary and numerical in nature.
Sources for these data sets are in the appendix.

3.4 Results

To eliminate the chance of using improper values for the amount of models or
sample size, a wide range of possible values is covered for each of the data sets.
Regarding the amount of models generated, the values are 2, 5, 10, 20 and 30.
Regarding the sample size, this has been done in the fractions (in comparison
to the full data) 1/2, 1/5, 1/10, 1/20, 1/30. For each data set, every single
combination of these two ranges is run 40 times. 20 times for a non-mixed
set of models and 20 times for a mixed set of models. The results that are
talked about hereafter are the averages of these 20 runs. An individual logistic
regression model and random forest model is also used to make predictions on
the data as a baseline to compare to. These individual predictions were also
run 20 times on different data. Tables of the exact results are visible in the
appendix.
For analysis of the results, firstly accuracy will be covered, then the confusion
matrices and finally the estimator bias.

3.4.1 Accuracy

The accuracy of the model is obtained by dividing the amount of correct pre-
dictions that the imputation method makes by the amount of total predictions,
as shown below.

Accuracy =
CorrectPredictions

TotalPredictions

When it comes to accuracy, discussing the exact numbers is not very useful here,
as they differ across the data sets for obvious reasons. Only comparisons will
be dealt with instead.
Individually, there is a healthy balance between the accuracy of logistic regres-
sion and random forests on all three data sets. Logistic regression outperforms
random forest in the first dataset by a bit, however it is outperformed by ran-
dom forests by the same margin in the other two sets. This is nice to know, as
it indicates that the results cannot be blamed on the nature of the models that
are used alone.
For the multiply robust imputation, there does not seem to be a great effect
on the accuracy by tweaking the amount of models trained or the sample sizes
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used. Small sample sizes often lead to more variance in the accuracy however,
while for large sample sizes the opposite occurs.
The accuracy of the multiply robust imputation method that only contains lo-
gistic regression models is lower than the method that contains a mix of models
for all three data sets. For the first data set, this difference is 1.2 percent. For
the second and third data set this difference is only 0.3 percent and 0.5 percent
respectively.
Finally, it is interesting to note that not one of the multiply robust imputation
methods got an accuracy score that was much higher than the individual models.

3.4.2 Confusion Matrix

For each time that the imputation method is run, a confusion matrix is ob-
tained. This matrix shows the predicted values on the Y-axis and the actual
values on the X-axis. Each cell in the matrix contains the number of entries
that were correctly or incorrectly classified.

Figure 2: Example of a confusion matrix from a single run of the algorithm on
the airbag data

One thing that all three data sets have in common is that their dependent
variable has one or two possible values that occur much more often than oth-
ers. This dominance in appearance is increased by the machine learning models
and is therefore also visible in the confusion matrices produced by the multiply
robust imputation predictions. Pretty much all of the predictions made by the
imputation method fall into a dominant category. For the imputation with the
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mixed models, this dominance is less extreme.
In general, if the imputation contains more models with a big sample, the dom-
inance is increased, while having many models with a small sample decreases
this dominance and allows for more variety in predictions. This is likely due to
the increase in variance from the small sample size. If only a few models are
trained, the dominance is always increased. These properties do not change for
the imputation method with the mixed models.

3.4.3 Estimator Bias

Besides looking at correct predictions, an imputation method’s performance
can also be evaluated by looking at the value distribution before imputation
and after imputation. For each possible value of the dependent variable, their
proportion can be compared from before and after the imputation to obtain
their respective bias estimator, which signifies how much more or less often
they occur in the data compared to before the imputation. A simple formula is
given below, where θ is the actual value proportion and θ̂ is the predicted value
proportion.

Bias(θ̂) = θ̂ − θ

An ideal imputation method would not have any bias.

As recording the estimator bias for every value for every run would be a vast
amount of work, only the biggest estimator bias is recorded per run. This bias
estimator always belongs to the most dominant category, which makes sense, as
its large proportion size will be represented the most while fitting the machine
learning models.
After recording the highest estimator bias for 20 runs for each combination of
number of models and sample size (similarly to the accuracy), there does not
appear to be any difference between the average largest estimator bias of the
imputation method without mixed models and the imputation method with
mixed models. The differences are all very small.

4 Conclusion

To answer the research question: ’Which performance-based differences are
there between a multiply robust imputation algorithm that uses only logistic
regression models, in comparison to a multiply robust imputation algorithm
that uses another type of model alongside logistic regression?’, three important
pieces of information have been gathered from the data experiment to aid in
giving an answer to this question.
The first of which is that the accuracy of the imputation method with the com-
bined set of models is actually consistently higher than the accuracy of the
imputation method using only logistic regression models. It might be a bit of
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a stretch to call this conclusive evidence for calling an imputation method with
a combined set of models the best method to use in all cases. Not only is this
information only based on a handful of data sets (although they are different
in nature), the increases in accuracy range from small to minor. Then there is
also the argument that all three data sets had very dominant categories, which
might have made it easier to accidentally get the answer right. Since most mod-
els had around a 40-50 percent accuracy, this might not apply though. That
being said, as random forest is model that has a significantly different outlook
on the context of the data than logistic regression. The increase in accuracy
is a clear sign that in this case, the extra perspective has allowed for better
prediction accuracy.
Additionally, this increase in accuracy gives us a compelling argument that the
models are not actively working against each other. One might argue that only
having half the amount models from two types instead of a larger amount of
models from a single model type could result in neither of the models living up
to their potential, resulting in an overall lower accuracy. This issue certainly
does not occur according to our experiment results. Random forest was mostly
selected as the model to use in the multiply robust imputation method as its
assumptions on the data are vastly different from those that logistic regression
uses. Although it would be tough to conclude from this experiment alone, it
does appear as though the additional model type’s prediction methods allows
the primary model type to get more imputations correct using the extra insight.
The second piece of information we have is that the largest estimator bias from
the imputation method with the combined set of models does not increase dras-
tically compared to the imputation method with only logistic regression. This
does not show that the combined models remove previous bias, it shows more so
that they do not create additional bias that was not already in the data itself.
Finally, it might be noteworthy to mention that the diversity of predictions in-
creases when the logistic regression model and random forest models are used
in tandem, even though the accuracy stays relatively the same. This is likely
a result of the models having different assumptions of the context of the data.
While these assumptions might not be as different for any combination of models
as they are here, prediction diversity could be an interesting or useful addition
to imputation or classification machine learning algorithms.

These results together bring us close to an answer to our research question.
It seems like using a combination of two types of models that differ in outlook
on the data does seem to give extra insight for proper missing data imputation,
at least for logistic regression and random forests. This comes in the form of
a bigger chance of proper model specification and an increase in predictions
diversity. Furthermore, no additional estimator bias is created.
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5 Discussion

The main problem for this thesis is that it is a near impossible task to find a con-
clusive answer to the research question that was selected. This is because there
are an innumerable amount of model combinations out there all with their own
assumptions about the context of data. Instead of finding a conclusive answer,
an approach was taken to show an example of two models working together in
pursuit of gaining more knowledge about the topic of combined machine learning
models. The models that were selected in this thesis do provide a good example
of how multiple models can be used together to function as something greater
than the sum of their parts. The selection for these models is also backed up
with research, which allows the results to be interpreted into the larger picture.
While this might be a way of contributing to the knowledge about this topic,
with more time, it could have been explored a bit further. Regarding further
research, instead of settling with two models, multiple models could have been
used. All possible combinations could be examined, which might give a less
specific picture of the fundamentals of models working together than is visible
in this thesis.

Then there is also the potential issue with the lack of data sets. While
regarding their independent variable types they are different in nature, they all
share the same type of value distributions regarding the dependent variable,
with one or two values occurring much more often than the others. Running
the same experiment on a data set with an approximately equal proportion for
each value of the dependent variable might yield new results.
Finally, there is the potential issue of the significance of the results as discussed
in the conclusion. The increase in accuracy is relatively minor. As was discussed
in the conclusion though, learning that the models are not actively working
against each other is something that can be conclusively established. This is
more important for this thesis as the main goal was to find out more about the
cooperation between different types of models.

6 Appendix

Data source url:
https://vincentarelbundock.github.io/Rdatasets/datasets.html
Data set names:
Airbag and other influences on accident fatalities
Number of Equations and Citations for Evolutionary Biology Publications
Deidentified Results of COVID-19 testing at the Children’s Hospital of Penn-
sylvania (CHOP) in 2020

Data Experiment Results:
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Below follows the code for the multiply robust impu-
tation algorithm that was used for the experiment of this
study:
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