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Articles and theses

Historical Cartography in Belarus
(Studies on the Administrative Division, Borders
and Population of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania)

Dzmitry Vitsko

Historical geography is a relatively new
discipline in Belarus, its age being equal
to the age of the independent state of
Belarus; it dates back to the early 1990s'
and the researcher Mikhail Spirydonau.
While working at the Institute of History
of the Academy of Sciences of Belarus on
the monograph entitled ‘Subordination
of the peasantry in Belarus (15-16% c.)’,
which saw the light of day in 19932 he
set out to compile a corpus of data about
settlements existing in this period. The
result of this work was the map ‘Bela-
rus at the end of the 16® ¢.” (in the scale
1:1,000,000) attached to the aforemen-
tioned work>. On the back, an academic
comment with a list of settlements was
printed (there are 1925 on the map within
the territory of the present day Belarus).
In the comment, it was noted that due to
the scale used, the map did not include all
settlements known to the author.

In the same place, it was also noted
that all the names were provided “by de-
fault” in the Ruthenian (Old Belarusian)
language. A brief comparison with the

1 As the scope of historical geography is very broad, here I will discuss only
historical maps published in the period of the last nearly thirty years, which
are results of historical-geographical research, as well as those included
in historical works of various types. For research on historical geography in
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in various countries, see: G. Btaszczyk, Geo-
grafia historyczna Wielkiego Ksigstwa Litewskiego. Stan i perspektywy
badari, Poznafi 2007. For research at the Institute of History of the National
Academy of Sciences of Belarus, see: B.H. Temywes, Pazsutue nctopu-
yeckout reorpagpmu, in: MHCTUTYT ncTopmn HaymoHaneHodi akagemmi
Hayk benapycn (1929-2009 rr), pyx. A.A. Koanens et al., Munck 2009,
p. 557-561.

2 M.9. CrupunoHos, SakpenoLyerue kpecTosiHeTaa benapycn (XV-XVI 8g.),
Mutck 1993.

3 Thefirst version of the map in a smaller scale was printed in 1990: @pan-
ek CKopuHa 1 ero Bpems: SHLMKIONeAnYeCkwi cripasoyHuk, MUHCK
1990 (the map ‘Belarus in the middle of the 16" ¢.’, scale: 1:2,500,000).

sources suggests, however, that they had
been adapted to the rules of the contem-
porary Russian language, in which the
monograph was written (this concerns,
in particular, ignoring hard — non-pal-
atalized — consonants)®. Considering the
recipient, the idea of a map in a language
which is no longer used is debatable, nev-
ertheless this is what the author insisted
on.
Another problem which appeared al-
ready at that time and was discussed in
the comment was the distinction between
types of settlements. This concerns pri-
marily cities and towns. In the Belarusian
language (as well as in Russian), contrary
to Polish, the word zown is not used to
mean a small city, it is a different type of
settlement. It can be debated whether this
was the case in the 16" century, because
in the sources quite many settlements
are called interchangeably in either way.
At the same time, it is clear that by towns
mainly trade-craft settlements without city
rights were meant. The problem is that in
the Grand Duchy many cities (including
big ones) also did not have such rights.
In this context, selection of the settle-
ment type becomes a problematic issue.
The author adopted a solution according
to which cities were considered as capi-
tals of provinces and districts as well as
“some other settlements of the urban type
important for economic, administrative,
military and religious reasons”. Another
issue concerns distinguishing between

4 Compare e.g.: [Tonayas pasizia 1552 roga, yknay B. Bapowin, Minck 2011
(map by Viktar Ciemushau and Dzmitry Vitsko ‘Polatsk voivodship in the
middle of the 16" ¢.).
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rural settlements: villages, village complex-
es inhabited by yeomanry, manor houses,
folwarks. Spirydonau abandoned the dis-
tinction, marking mainly villages. As we
can guess, this was done mainly for the
sake of clarity of the map.

The last issue which should be addressed
here concerns administrative borders. As
later works by Spirydonau suggest, he
marked their courses on the map using
“The Listing of Districts and Borders™,
which, according to his findings, was com-
pleted as early as 1565°. Secondly, we
know that delimitations of specific dis-
tricts were used: Brest, Ashmyany, Pinsk
(the privilege with the delimitation was
printed out by the researcher) and Nava-
hrudak (the privilege was also printed
out)’, although in the case of the borders
of Ashmyany, these data had not been
considered in full. Also various sources
from the 16" century had been consulted
for data on administrative affiliation of
specific settlements. “The Listing of Dis-
tricts and Borders’ is, however, too gen-
eral, while in practice the courses of the
borders were much more complex, as sug-
gested by materials from the 17* century
and newer ones. Secondly, this was not
the final decision — in the following years,
on some sections, delimitations were still
ongoing, to which aim various commit-
tees were appointed®.

v

Onpegenexme cocTasa U rpaHuL HoBbIX IOBETOB BemKkoro kHsxecTsa
Jlutosckoro, cosganHbix pehopmoii 1565-1566 rogos, a Takxe HasHa-
YeHue MECT /17151 3eMCKHX CygoB B NI0BETaX, in: Pycckas UcTopnyeckas
oubmmorexa, . 30, HOpbes 1914, p. 882—895.

M.®. Crvp1oHOB, McTouHMKN 0 PEopMe aamuHNCTDATUBHO-TEDPUTODH-
anbHoro fenexus Benkoro kwswecTsa Jiutosckoro 1565 1. B 3apybexHbix
apxviBax, in: 3amexwas apxiyHas benapycika, pap. Y.M. Mixuiok et al.,
Minck 1998, p. 78.

Ibidem, p. 77; M.®. CnipblgoHay, 3asspLusHHe papmipasarns [TiHckara
nasera y 1566 r, “Becui HAH Benapyci. Cepblsi ryMaHiTapHbIx Hasyk”,
4, 1998, p. 42-50; [psiginesi Xbirimorta Ajrycta Ha abmexasan-
He Hoyrapogckara nasera i yeszaserHe y im 3emckara cyaa, [TETpkay,
30 kpacasika 1565 r, nyén. M.O. CnipblgoHaga, in: [Tamsys. ricTopsika-
-AaKkyMeKTarbHas XpoHika Hasarpysckara paéra, pan. M. Kacuox et al.,
Minck 1996, p. 102—105.

This is demonstrated by Andrei Radaman on the example of the border be-
tween the voivodships of Brest and Navahrudak (attempts at separation
of the districts of Pinsk and Navahrudak): A.A. Pagaman, Ja npa6nems!
BbI3HAYIHHS MSIKbI Namix Hosarapoackim i [NiHckiv naserami Bnikara

o

~

o

In fact, at the same time, in exactly the
same year (1993), first maps of specific
districts at the end of the 16" century
were printed, as prepared by Spirydonau
in the ‘Encyclopaedia of the History of
Belarus™. In the total of six volumes of the
encyclopaedia, maps of all the districts of
the Grand Duchy overlapping in whole or
in part with the present-day territory of
Belarus were printed (with details marked
only for this territory). As opposed to the
map discussed above, the type of property
was marked (state, aristocracy, Ortho-
dox and Catholic Church) and they had
been prepared in colour. In the case of the
district of Lida, Catholic and Orthodox
churches were marked. In the second vol-
ume (1994), a general map ‘Belarus at the
end of the 16™ c.” was printed (without
marking the property and with a smaller
number of settlements shown) . The pub-
lisher of the encyclopaedia, in spite of the
opposition of the author of the maps, who
cited the principle of historism'" (appar-
ently understood too broadly), published
all the maps with Belarusian spelling. Af-
ter the publication of the last volume, the
publisher found it necessary to print all
the maps included in the encyclopaedia

separately in the form of an appendix enti-
tled “The Atlas of the History of Belarus™?.

ksictea JliToyckara, Pyckara i Xamoiiykara y apyrovi nanose XV cr, in:
[Tamayb cTaroaa39y Ha kapLe AidbiHbl; 360pHik HaBYKOBBIX Mpal y roHap
70-roa335 Mixaina ®éaapasida CnipsioHasa, Minck 2007, p. 73-89. See
also work by Mykola Krykun, which discusses, among others, the problem
of the northern border of Kiev and its border with the voivodships of Minsk,
which later was changed more than once: H. Kpuky, Agmuructparusto-
-TeppuTopHansHoe ycipoiicrao [TpaobepexHoi Yipanns 8 XV-XVII sa.
Iparubl BoeBOACTB B caeTe uctoyrukos, Kues 1992, p. 118-120. Ob-
servations of Krykun complement our knowledge regarding the course of
the southern borders of the districts of Mazyr and Pinsk, however these
are not conclusive data, as they are based primarily on court registers of
Ukrainian districts, while materials from the territory of the Grand Duchy
in the period after the Union of Lublin show quite a different situation.

9 OHybiknanegeis ricropsii benapyci 1. 1-6, Minck 1993-2003.

10 |bidem, 7. 2, MiHck 1994, p. 394-395.

11 M.®. Crupunonos, beniapycs XVI 8. Ha uctopuyeckux kaprax, in: [icra-
PLISTpAQIA ricTopeli benapyci: ¢1aH i nepenexTsiBs! PasBiyys, paa.
M. Kacuyox et al., Minck 2000, p. 93.

12 Arnac ricropsli benapyci ag crapaxviTHacyi 4a Halubix 436H (qana-
TaK ga 6-TomHaii "Sxybiknanegwli rictopeli benapyci’), aytap TakcTa
T.1. A3bikosiy, pag. I'P. LbikyHosa, 1Y. AA3bikosiy, Mikck 2004.
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As Viktar Ciemushau aptly notes, this is
not an atlas in the proper sense of the
word, but just a mechanical collection of
maps'’. However, this was the title under
which it was re-published separately from
the encyclopaedia'. All the maps (districts
and the general map) were then re-pub-
lished many times in other encyclopaedias
and reference books". Here, we can no-
tice a tendency of the publishing houses
to improve the technical quality, but at
the same time to decrease the number of
settlements shown.

Several maps by Spirydonau were pub-
lished in local history books of the ‘Mem-
ory series. Noteworthy are those where
the number of settlements is bigger than
on the maps mentioned above. The first
is the ‘Navahrudak region at the end of
the 16™ ¢.” This is a map of a part of the
Navahrudak district of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania, limited to the present-day
area of Navahrudak. The number of set-
tlements is far greater here than in the
map of the Navahrudak district in the en-
cyclopaedia; it also comprises churches,
broken down into Catholic, Orthodox
and Protestant. At the bottom, it has been
noted that the map was developed on the
basis of the ‘Chronicles of settlements
of the Navahrudak region’, i.e. history of
individual settlements located towards
the end of the volume prepared also by
Spirydonau (unfortunately, this edition
did not include citations)'®. The second
map is the ‘Minsk region at the end of the
16" ¢.” Catholic and Orthodox church-
es are not marked, but settlements (on
the territory of the present-day region of
Minsk and some neighbouring regions)

13 BM. Lemyway, ‘Bsiki rictapsiyHe! arnac benapyci” y KpbigbiM IOCTIPKY
DaLaK3ii (Akas Ha paanaito Anera Jlatbilonka i [eHagss CemsHyyka),
“Arche”, 6, 2010, p. 331.

14 Arnac rictopeii benapyci ag crapaxviTHacyi 4a Halbix 43€H, MiHck
2006.

15 For a list of these maps, see: M.®. CnupuaoHos, beniapycs, p. 94; IMamsyp
craroanssy, p. 410-429.

16 [Tamsyb. ricTopbika-gakymeHTansHasi Xpoxika Hasarpyackara paéwa,
p. 118-119 (map), 526-556 (settlements).

have been divided according to the prop-
erty type'’.

Mikhail Spirydonau created also two
maps of large estates — latifundia. The first
is a map of the estates of Wasil Ciszkie-
wicz (Tyszkiewicz) and his sons in 15708,
which features an appendix (a list of the
estates), but, unfortunately, is illegible
(printed in insufficient scale). The second
one is a map of the estates of Jan Hlebo-
wicz and his sisters in 1583, appended to
the work on Zaslawye®.

Unfortunately, Spirydonau did not
manage to publish all the findings he
had collected in the course of his research
and presented on maps. Only individual
maps were published with lists of settle-
ments prepared with reference to some
sources, specifically army censuses of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the books
of the Lithuanian Metrica®. These works
can be used for further studies on the ad-
ministrative division and population of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Still, the
significance of the works of Spirydonau as
the father of Belarussian historical geogra-
phy is grand. It was him who has laid the
foundation for further development of
the discipline, presenting his own method
of creating maps and commented settle-
ment lists. Historical-geographical knowl-

17 [lamsyp: ricTopbika-4akymenTansHas xporika Mickara paéua, pag.
['N. Nawkoy et al., Mikck 1998, p. 51.

18 M.O. CripbipoHay, /Tepiuas apgeiHaysis y benapyci, ‘TictapbluHa-ap-
xeanariuHbl 360pHik’, 8, 1996, p. 198-216 (map on p. 211).

19 M. CrmpuoHos, 3acriasss 8 XVI 8, Muxck 1998 (map on p. 18-19).

20 See the commented index of the settlements and maps ‘Settlements
mentioned in the army census of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 1528’ and
‘Settlements in Podlaskie Voivodship mentioned in the army census of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania 1528 appended to the edition of this census
(Iepanic sovicka Banikara kusicsa Jlitoyckara 1528 roga, pap. Al Tpywa,
M.9. Cripbigotay, M.A. Baittosiy, Mitck 2003) and the commented dic-
tionary of the settlements of the Minsk district mentioned in the census of
1567 with a map of these settlements prepared by Viktar Ciemushau on
the basis of Mikhail Spirydonau’s data (M.9. CrupuzoHos, HacesiexHsle
nyHKkTe! Merckoro nosera B 1567 r, in: AKTyarlbHbIs] MbiTaKHI BbIBYY3HHS
i Bbigans Metpeiki Banikara Kusicsa Jlitoyckara, pag. C.N. Biussb et al.,
Mikck 2005, p. 159-190). See also the map ‘Settlements of Belarus
mentioned in the book 225 of the Metrica of the Grand Duchy of Lithu-
ania’ (M. Crupunoos, Merpuka Bermkoro kuswecTsa JIuToBckoro Kak
UCTOYHYK 110 cTopuy nocenieHm, in: Lietuvos Metrika: 19911996 mety
tyringjimai, sud. Z. Kiaupa, A. Urbanavicius, Vilnius 1998, p. 115-133).

112
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edge about the Grand Duchy of Lithua-
nia after the Union of Lublin is nowadays
largely based on his maps.

Returning to the ‘Encyclopaedia of the
History of Belarus’, one should also men-
tion maps of another pioneer of historical
geography, Viachaslau Nasievich. Firstly,
the entry ‘Grand Duchy of Lithuania’ was
supplemented with two maps showing the
establishment and the territorial develop-
ments of this state: ‘Grand Duchy of Lith-
uania in the 13" first half of the 14" ¢.’
and ‘Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the
14-15" c.” The former presents the process
of establishment of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania according to his theory, the lat-
ter — the period of its greatest territorial ad-
vancement, when it spread “from one sea
to another”. Secondly, several maps by this
scholar show specific starosties (estates) of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania*', which is
related to his interest in local history.

Nasievich also wrote for the book se-
ries ‘Memory’ and some of his chapters
were supplemented with maps. These
maps show (with breakdown into estates)
the territories of the present-day regions
of: Horki — in the middle of the 17*
century”?, Luninyets — at the end of the
16™ (with Orthodox churches marked)
and at the end of the 17 century (with
Orthodox and Uniate as well as Catholic
churches marked together with the num-
ber of houses in each settlement)®, Krup-
ki — in the second half of the 16%-first
half of the 17" and in the first half of the
18" century*, Kruhlaye in the 16-17%
and at the end of the 18"-beginning of

21 | will not list all of them, all the more so because Grzegorz Bfaszczyk has
already done it: G. Blaszczyk, Geografia, p. 93.

22 BJ1. Hacesiy, 3 ciBoi gayHib, in: [Tamsyb. ricTopbIKa-AaKyMeHTaIlbHas Xpo-
Hika [opavkara paéra, pap. AA. KpbissiHkoy et al., Mitck 1996, p. 26-41.

23 BJ1. Hacesiy, ¥ cknagse Bsnikara kusictea Jliroyckara, in: [Tamsyb:
ricTOpbIKa-aKyMeHTarbHas XpoHika Jlywineykara paéna, yknag. T.B.
Kananavkast, Mikck 1995, p. 29-45. It was noted that the chapter was
prepared using materials of Mikhail Spirydonau; most likely this refers also
to the first of the two maps.

24 |dem, Y cknagse lMonauykara kHscea. Y cknagse Banikara kuscrsa Jli-
Toyckara, in: [lamsb: ricTopbika-4akymenTansHas xpowika Kpynckara
paéha, cknap. i pan. J.M. Xomyanka, Mikck 1999, p. 37-64.

the 19® century (temples marked regard-
less of denomination and the number of
houses in each settlement in the last quar-
ter of the 18" century)®, Dokshytsy and
others. These chapters and the accompa-
nying maps have citations, so in this re-
spect they can be considered as academic.
Apart from these works, this scholar made
attempts to complete a scientific recon-
struction of the borders of some feudal
principalities (estates), specifically of the
Principality of Drutsk in the 14-15% cen-
tury?, Principality of Lukoml at the be-
ginning of the 15" century”” and Minsk
in the 12-15% century®.

Another important project completed
in 2002 in collaboration with historians
is the ‘National Atlas of Belarus®. The
chapter ‘History’ of the atlas contains
a variety of new maps, including maps de-
voted to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
To us, of interest are mainly the maps: ‘Es-
tablishment of the Grand Duchy of Lith-
uania, Ruthenia and Samogitia, second
half of the 13*-14" ¢.” and ‘Grand Duchy
of Lithuania in the 15®"first half of the
16" ¢’ by Viachaslau Nasievich (in the
scale 1:5,500,000), ‘Belarus in the second
half of the 16" ¢.” by Mikhail Spirydonau
(in the scale 1:1,500,000) and ‘Belarus in
the second half of the 18" ¢.” by Yauhien
Anishchanka (scale 1:1,500,000)%. The

25 |dem, @eagarnsHbis MAEHTKI | ix ynagansHiki in: [lamsys. ricTopeixa-
-AaKyMeHTarbHas XpoHika Kpyrnarckara paéna, pan. [N, Mawkoy et al.,
Minck 1996, p. 92-106, 117-119.

26 B.J1. Hacesiy, Pog kHa3éy pyukix y ricropwli Banikara Kncrea Jlitoyckara
(XIV-XVI crer), in: Crapowi ricropsii benapyci pan.: M. Kacuox et al.,
Mitck 1992, p. 83—104. Here two diagram maps were published: of the
Principality of Drutsk and surroundings in the 14—15" century and a more
detailed map of the estates of Drutsk (untitled), mistakenly related to the
preceding article.

27 |dem, Jlykomsb i Jlykomneckas Bonacys, “TicTapblyHa-apxeanaridHbl
360pHiK’, 4, 1994, p. 161-186.

28 |dem, Mercrae kHacTsa i Bonacys y XII-XV cr, “Benapyckas payHiHa’,
2, 2015, p. 50-63.

29 HaybisiHansHb! atnac benapyci, pan. Y.M. Mschikosiy et al., Minck 2002.
Contrary to what Grzegorz Bfaszczyk stated (G. Bfaszczyk, Geografia,
p. 115, footnote 939), the authorship of the maps in the ‘National Atlas of
Belarus’ was marked, the names were given at the beginning,

30 See a critical review by Viktar Ciemushau on this chapter of the atlas:
B.M. Liemyway, /Tpabnems passiyjys rictapeiyxaii rearpadii benapyc,
“Benapycki ricrapblunbl arnsg’, 10 (1-2), 2003, p. 228-255.
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second map by Nasievich presents the
state with internal division into viceroyal-
ties, autonomous lands-viceroyalties and
appanage principalities. The map by Spiry-
donau is his old map, but reworked on
an entirely new technological level and
with division of estates according to the
property type (which earlier was the case
only with district maps) and, again, in the
Ruthenian language. It appears, however,
that this map of administrative divisions
and settlements has been unnecessarily
combined with the Livonian War and
Cossack incursions from the end of the
16™ century (and the arrows showing the
incursions have also been selected rather
poorly). The map by Anishchanka shows
also the division into districts and the
property type. The administrative divi-
sion, however, has not been shown clear-
ly, as the voivodships are not differenti-
ated from districts (marked with borders
of the same type). Secondly, the course of
borders in many places is doubtful. Most
probably, the author attempted to “join”
the estates within the borders of some
districts so that their parts are not shown
within the borders of the neighbour-
ing ones. Such an approach, however,
is not justified. For example, the border
between the voivodships of Navahrudak
and Minsk on the Neman is older than
the borders of the estates on its banks and
corrections thereto are unnecessary. In
general, the problem requires close scru-
tiny, because in each specific case it could
be different: there existed divided estates,
but theoretically it could happen that the
borders differed from those established at
the time of the reform in the 16% century.
It is also necessary to establish the bor-
ders, whenever possible, of “cross-border”
estates, which in turn allow to accurate-
ly establish the administrative borders.
Moreover, it seems unlikely that through-
out the whole second half of the 18% cen-
tury the status of a city was enjoyed only
by capitals of districts, as shown on the

map (with the exception of, it seems, only
Mabhilyow, but not settlements as large
as, for example, Slutsk, which was count-
ed among towns). As a result, the level
of urbanisation in the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania on the map sharply contrasts
with the situation in neighbouring Poland
(and Russia), where many more cities are
marked.

In 2005-2006, one more encyclopae-
dia written in Belarusian saw the light of
day — “The Grand Duchy of Lithuania’ (in
2 volumes; new edition in 3 volumes in
2007-2010; hereinafter we use this last
edition). Many entries and much content
were copied from the ‘Encyclopaedia of
the History of Belarus’; the same hap-
pened to the maps. All maps by Spirydo-
nau (districts and general) and Nasievich
(starosties and a slightly modified map
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the
13" first half of the 14™ century) were
carried over. The map ‘Grand Duchy of
Lithuania in the middle of the 18" ¢.” by
Anishchanka® is, in fact, a simplified ver-
sion of his map from the ‘National Atlas
of Belarus’. Also, new maps of the econo-
mies (estates serving directly the king) of
Brest, Mahilyow, Hrodna and Vitsyebsk
by Anishchanka® were included in ad-
dition to ‘Lithuania in the middle of the
13" ¢’ by Nasievich (with break-down
into Lithuanian territories on the basis of
archaeological cultures)™ and Ciemushau
(‘Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1345-
1430’%, ‘Changes to the eastern border
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania at the
end of the 15%—the first 5 of the 16* ¢.”%,
‘Upper Oka Principalities at the end of
the 13™-beginnings of the 16 ¢.*, ‘Prin-

31 Banikae Kusicrsa Jlitoyckae: SHubiknanegeis, 7. 1, pag. . Mawkoy et al.,
Minck 2007, p. 28-29.

32 See individual entries.

33 Banikae Knsictsa Jlitoyckae: Snubiknanegeis, . 2, pap. [, Mawkoy et al.,
Mikck 2007, p. 203.

34 |bidem, 7. 1, p. 11

35 Ibidem, p. 369.

36 |bidem, p. 477.
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cipality of Volkona?, ‘District of Homyel
in the Grand Duchy of Moscow in 1500—
1537°%%). The article ‘Neuburg family es-
tates’ was supplemented with the map
‘Neuburg family estates in the second half
of the 17*—first half of the 18" ¢.” by An-
drei Matsuk and Ciemushau®. This map
in a larger scale was appended to the mon-
ograph by Matsuk ‘Struggles of magnate
parties in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
(1711-1763).

Another important joint project with
participation of quite a large group of re-
searchers from various institutions is the
‘Great Historical Atlas of Belarus’. The
atlas is scheduled for release in four vol-
umes, to date three have seen the light of
day. The period of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania has been split in this edition be-
tween the first and second volume*!. The
editor-in-chief of the atlas is Nasievich,
who (together with Ciemushau) is also
the author of basic maps located in the
first volume: ‘Establishment of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, 1245-1315’, “Terri-
torial developments of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania in the times of Gediminas
and Algirdas, 1315-1377’, “The biggest
territorial advancements of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania in the times of Vytau-
tas, 1392—1430 as well as his ‘Belarusian
lands in the Grand Duchy of Lituania,
1440-1470’. It shows land estates with
break-down into state, Catholic and Or-
thodox church and privately-owned (with
the last category split according to the

37 |bidem, . 3, pap. TY. bsanoga et al., Mitck 2010, p. 99.

38 bidem, p. 184.

39 |bidem, . 2, p. 365.

40 A, Mauyk, bapavjb6a marxakix rpynosak y BKJ1 (1717-1763), Minck 2014.

41 Baniki ricrapelyHsl atnac benapyci, pap. B.J1. Hacesiy, 7. 1, Minck 2009;
ibidem, 7. 2, Mick 2013. Apart from the “Great” one, in 2008 in War-
saw also the first volume of the ‘Historical Atlas of Belarus” was pub-
lished: /icrapiyrel atnac benapyci; pag. M. Cripbigoxay, B. Mikanaesiy,
M. Kasanewi, 7. 1: bestapyce ag crapaxbitHbix Yacoy Aa kawya XVIll ct,
BapLuasa-Minck 2008. Because its contents are similar (the team of au-
thors is almost the same), but the ‘Great Historical Atlas of Belarus’ is
much bigger, here | ignore the former and refer readers to the review by
Viktar Ciemushau: B.M. Liemyway, /icTapsidubis atnacs! i cTaH passiyys
cyyacHaii ricrapbldHait rearpagii y benapyci, ‘Tictopblka-apxeanariyHel
360pHik’, 25, 2010, p. 200-203.

origin and denomination of the owners).
The history of the borders is presented
on the map by Ciemushau ‘Relations of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania with the
Grand Duchy of Moscow and the Krime-
an Chanate, 1487—-1537. It also features
maps showing the distribution of munici-
pal self-governments and basic denomina-
tions (the network of parishes and mon-
asteries; the maps of the distribution of
Catholic and Orthodox churches believ-
ers were prepared by Rascislau Baravy).

The general map ‘Belarusian lands in
the 16™ ¢.” prepared by Nasievich and Spiry-
donau consists of 51 sheets in the scale
1:300,000. The introduction states that
the basis for the creation thereof were data
of Spirydonau, both printed and from the
researcher’s card file (currently stored at
the Institute of History of the National
Academy of Sciences of Belarus — D.V.)
in addition to the database of the research
project ‘Data corpus from historical ge-
ography of Belarus 10"-16" c.” carried
out under the supervision of Spirydonau
in 1993-1995. As regards the borders
of estates, here the basis were the results of
research of Nasievich (partially printed,
see above). Within the territory of Be-
larus, 4306 settlements are marked, i.e.
two times as many as on the well-known
map of Spirydonau®. The following are
also marked: type of property, presence of
self-government in cities (with the date
of issuing the privilege) and Catholic and
Orthodox churches (with the year of the
first mention).

Firstly, it can be said that the majority
of estate borders are arbitrary and have
been marked approximately, which is best
seen thanks to the large scale. In many
cases the sources make it possible to estab-
lish their factual course, including using
the retrospection method. Obviously, this
huge task cannot be completed within the

42 B.J1. Hacesiy, benapyckis semni y XVI cr, in: Baniki ricrapsi4Hbl arnac
benapyci 1.1, p. 96-97.
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atlas. The same is true for the borders of
voivodships and districts, which has al-
ready been mentioned in the case of Spiry-
donau’s map. Since its publication, the
situation has not changed much, unfortu-
nately. Here, the borders have been shown
differently than in Spirydonau’s map, but
given the lack of scientific research, we
can only guess the reasons for the discrep-
ancies. Secondly, the map marks manors
houses and folwarks as villages. It seems
that distinguishing between these types of
rural settlements would be worthwhile.

In the historical-geographical index of
this map, there is information about the
names of settlements being written in the
contemporary Belarusian language, in the
language of the sources (Ruthenian), ter-
ritorial affiliation with some estates, the
owner as of 1567, the first mention, ad-
ministrative affiliation back then and now.
The lack of citations makes it impossible to
consider all this great work as strictly scien-
tific, because only part of the data used had
been introduced earlier; the publication is
oriented rather towards popular science.
The same is true for the first mentions of
temples and presence of self-government —
not knowing where these pieces of infor-
mation come from, it is difficult to analyse
the contents of the edition.

The publication of the first volume
of the atlas generated a heated debate.
Aleh Latyshonak and Hienadz Siemian-
chuk claimed that the atlas did not de-
serve its name and the money had in fact
been wasted. Critical remarks concerned
primarily other parts of the first volume
than the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. As
regards the latter, the reviewers’ objec-
tions were caused primarily by the fact
that the population and network of par-
ishes of Podlachia have been presented
poorly on the general map and maps
showing denominations®. This remark is

43 A, NaTbllwoHak, I. Cemsauyk, MapHis BbICinki akaaaMidHbIX ricTopbikay,
“Arche”, 6, 2010, p. 298-322.

right, because to date Podlachia has been
thoroughly researched; this precisely is
the case where works of other historians
should have been consulted. Be that as it
may, a large portion of these remarks were
debatable, which was used by the authors
of the maps (Nasievich and Ciemushau)
in their responses. In general, the review
was rather impolite, therefore the discus-
sion did not go well; only Ciemushau at-
tempts in his response to draw attention
to genuine problems with preparation
of the maps and the conditions of work
on the atlas (including interference with
original maps of the authors)*.

The second volume of the ‘Great His-
torical Atlas of Belarus’ starts with a map
by Spirydonau ‘Grand Duchy of Lithu-
ania in 1569 after the creation of Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth’, edited by
Ciemushau. This is an old map by Spiry-
donau with some borders corrected (e.g.
voivodships around Bykhaw). It is not
clear, however, why it differs so much from
the general map from the first volume (for
example, western and southern borders of
the Vitsebsk district, eastern borders of the
district of Hrodna, northern-eastern bor-
ders of the district of Rechytsa, affiliation
of the Valozhynskaya and Lipiczanskaya
forests, and others). Then, follows a selec-
tion of maps on wars and uprisings in
the 16"-18" century. The administrative
borders change slightly depending on the
author; it is visible, for instance, on the
maps by Anishchanka (‘Grand Duchy of
Lithuania on the eve of the partitions of
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth,
1740s—1760s’, ‘Belarusian Lands in 1772—
1793’). Here, again, there are no dif-
ferences with respect to the borders of
voivodships and districts. From among
other maps included in the volume, we
can mention ‘Demographic losses of the
districts of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania

44 BJ1. Hacesiy, Hexariski passaxarHsy 3 Harogs payaHsii Anera Jlatbiuorka
i [enapas Cemsndyka, ‘Arche”, 6, 2010, p. 323-329; BM. Liemyway, ‘Bs-
Jniki ricTapb1une! atnac benapyci’ p. 330—343.
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between 1650 and 1667’ (prepared by
Viachaslau Nasievich based on the data of
Jézef Morzy), ‘Municipal self-government
in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the
second half of the 16®"first half of the
18" ¢.’” (prepared on the basis of the entry
‘Magdeburg rights’ in the encyclopaedia
‘Grand Duchy of Lithuania), so these data
are incomplete), ‘Density of population of
the districts of the Grand Duchy of Lith-
uania in the third quarter of the 18" ¢.’
(the author, Nasievich, refers to his own
methodology)®. Maps on denomination
show monasteries of various denomina-
tions (Catholic with breakdown into or-
ders), schools, seminars; only Protestant
churches have been shown. Most likely
this is related to the fact that all other tem-
ples have been marked on the general map.

The general map ‘Belarusian lands at
the end of the 18" ¢.’, created by Nasiev-
ich and Anishchanka, shows 17,348 set-
tlements on the territory of the present-
day Belarus. This presentation is not
exhaustive (slightly less than half of the
total number, in fact) — even such a large
scale (1:300,000) did not allow for pres-
entation of everything. The map is based
on various data, mainly from archives
(audits of economies and starosties, house
tax tariffs, descriptions of parishes, prop-
erty inventories, materials from General
survey (Rus. I'eneparvroe menesanue) and
others.

In the preparation of the atlas, the is-
sue of differentiation between cities and
towns appeared once again, therefore this
topic was touched upon twice in articles
explaining the maps. The publisher of
the atlas decided to stick with their own
criteria thereof, which consisted in a set-
tlement meeting at least three out of six
conditions: being the capital of an admin-
istrative unit, a centre of a large estate,
having self-government formed according

45 B.J1. Hacesiy, CaybisinibHa-kaHamidHae passiyyé, in: Baiki ricrapsiyHe!
arnac benapyci 1.2, p. 42.

to the Magdeburg rights, having city-like
fortifications, presence of parishes of at
least three Christian denominations and
no fewer than one monastery®. These are
extremely complex criteria, not used in
the practice at that time. It reflects reluc-
tance to accept the legal approach and the
fact of a settlement having city rights as
the criterion decisive of the city status; in-
stead, a quantitative approach character-
istic of the Soviet Union can be witnessed.
An attempt has been made to distinguish
between rural settlements (settlements of
yeomanry were presented separately) but
combining villages with folwarks is, in
my opinion, a poor solution. One posi-
tive fact is that the publisher found it nec-
essary to stick with the historical forms
of the settlement names, disregarding for-
eign influence and the current situation
with names in the Belarusian language.

I do not intend to write a review of all
historical-geographical publications, but
to offer a very general overview of such
publications featuring historical maps.
Therefore, I shall also discuss the works of
two scholars whose main area of activity
are geographical-historical issues.

One of them is Viktar Ciemushau,
who was the first scholar to create maps
entirely on his own on the basis of the
newest necessary software. His research
interests concerned primarily the Grand
Duchy of Moscow. Then, while working
at the Institute of History of the Academy
of Sciences of Belarus, he was concerned
with the history of the Moscow-Lithua-
nian border and his second major interest
was historical geography of the territory
of Belarus before the Union of Lublin.
In 2009, his book about the land of Ho-
myel”” was published; then he planned to

46 |bidem; f1. AHiwyanka, B.J1. Hacesiy, benapyckis semni y kari XVl cr,
in: Baniki ricrapsiynel atnac benapyci 1. 2, p. 68-69.

47 BH. Temywes, fomesisckas semns 8 korue XV-nepsoii nonosute XVI 8.
TepputopmansHsie TpaHcgopmaLmi B norpaHndHom pernoxe, Mockea
2009. What is meant is the Homyel estate of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
(end of 15 century), later a district of Moscow (beginning of 16" century)
and a starosty of Lithuania in the middle of the 16" century. On the side,
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deal with the estates of the Dnieper re-
gion, around the Dvina and then to move
on to the central territories of the present-
day Belarus®. Unfortunately, these plans
were thwarted by the untimely death of
the scholar in 2011 (he passed away after
a severe illness at the age of 36). Already
after his death, in 2013, in Russia, his
monograph devoted to the war between
Moscow and Lithuania of 14861494 was
published (chronology suggested and jus-
tified by the scholar)®. A year later, his
monograph was published in Belarusian,
featuring both research on the wars and
border between Moscow and Lithuania
in the middle of the 14"-middle of the
16™ century, and a new edition of the
older work on the land of Homyel*.

changes to this section of the Moscow-Lithuanian border were consid-
ered. The book features colour maps ‘Moscow-Lithuanian border at the
end of the 15"first half of the 16" ¢." and ‘Land of Homyel at the end
of the 15"first half of the 16" c.” as well as black-and-white: ‘Territory of
the starosty of Homyel in the middle of the 16" ¢.,” “Territory of the dis-
trict of Homyel in 1500—1535', ‘Territory of the Homyel estate on the left
bank of the Sozh (as per data for the 16" c.)’, ‘Territory of the Homyel
estate on the right bank of the Sozh (as per the data for the first quarter
of the 16" ¢.)’, ‘Eastern borderlands of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania at
the end of the 15"beginning of the 16" ¢.’, ‘Settlement in the Homyel
estate in the 15" ¢.’, ‘Upper Oka Principalities in the 15"—beginning of the
16" ¢.’, ‘The Principality of Vyazma in the 15" ¢.’, ‘The Rzhev section of
the Lithuanian-Moscow border in the second half of the 15" ¢.” The work
is supplemented with a commented geographical index ‘Settlement of the
land of Homyel in the 15 first half of the 16" ¢

B.H. Temywes, Asrobuorpagus (http://www.hist-geo.net/index.php?blog
=1&paged=9, access: April 4, 2018).

Idem, ITepsas mockoscko-nmToBCKas norparnyHas Bovina, 1486-1494,
Mocksa 2013.

BM. Uemyway, Ha yexogusii msxsl Banikara kusictsa Jlitoyckara
(csipansiHa XIV-nepwas nanosa XVI cr), Cmanenck 2014. Here the fol-
lowing maps were included: ‘Lithanian-Moscow border in the second half
of the 15"first %4 of the 16" c.’, ‘District of Toropets at the end of the
15" ¢.’, ‘Land of Rzhev in the second half of the 14" ¢.’, ‘Rzhev section of
the Lithuanian-Moscow border in the second half of the 15" ¢.’, ‘Principal-
ity of Tver and its neighbours in the 13—15" ¢.’, ‘Lithuanian-Tver border in
the second half of the 14"—beginning of the 16" ¢.’, ‘Principality of Fomin
Gorodok-Berezuysk in the Lithuanian-Moscow-Tver borderland at the end
of the 14—15" ¢.’, ‘Principality of Vyazma in the 15" ¢.’, ‘Principality of
Tarusa and its territories in the second half of the 14"—15" ¢.’, ‘Land
of Mozhaysk in the 14—15" ¢.’, ‘Ugra region in the 15" ¢.’, ‘Upper Oka
Principalities at the end of the 13"—beginning of the 16" ¢.’, ‘The estate of
Lyubech in the first half of the 16" ¢.” ‘Disputed sections of the Lithuanian-
-Moscow border in the first half of the 16™ ¢.’, Algirdas’s conquests of
Moscow, 1368—1372', ‘Lithuanian-Moscow war, 1406—1408’, ‘Battle
on the Sukhodrev, winter 1445, ‘Moscow-Lithuanian war, 14861494,
‘Moscow-Lithuanian war, 1500—1503", ‘Uprising of Michael Glinski and
Moscow-Lithuanian war, 1507-1508’, ‘Moscow-Lithuanian war, 1512—
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In 2016, this work was published in Rus-
sian’'. In addition, quite many articles
on historical-geographical topics were
published, mainly concerning the history
of the border, and some of them were
supplemented with maps created by the
scholar®?. Apart from that, Ciemushau
created many maps for other scholars™.
It is not possible to list all of them here.

1522', ‘Lithuanian-Moscow war, 1534-1537', ‘Situation of the borderland
in the Ugra region in the first 4 of the 17 ¢.", ‘Estate of Dmitrovets in the
second half of the 17 ¢.” and seven maps of the Homyel land (see above).

51 B.H. Temywes, Ha BocTouHol rpaxuije Benmkoro kusiectsa JutoBexoro.
CepeguHa XIV-nepgas nonosura XVI 8, Tyna 2016.

52 |dem, KpuyeBckwit yyacTok mToBCKo-MOCKOBCKOA rparmybl B8 XV B.,
in: Studia historica Europae Orientalis = Wccnegosanus no nctopun
BocroyHoii Esponel, Bbin. 3, Munck 2010, p. 135-165; idem, Croprsle
Y4acTku 7MTOBCKO-MOCKOBCKOH rpaHmysl XVI B, in: Matapbissibl
na apxeanorii benapyci, Bbin. 20, Minck 2011, p. 112-118; idem,
eHomeH MOCKoBCko-mmToBckoro nopybexss XV Beka, in: Bnikae
kusictsa Jlitoyckae i siro cycegsi y XIV-XV crer, yknag. Al Tpywa,
C.B. Mapo3asa, Minck 2011, p. 199-206; B.H. Temywes, K Borpocy
0 MockoBcko-nmToBckoi rpaHmye B XV 8. (Bonoctu Yarowya n boro-
Heck), in: Marapeisinel na apxeanorii benapyci, Buin. 15, Mikck 2008,
p. 186-193; idem, CBegerusi 0 MOCKOBCKO-UTOBCKOM MOTpaHNYbe
B IOCOMBCKUX KHurax Bpemeru Visara Ill, in: Tpyas! kageaps! ncropmn
Pocenn ¢ apeBHefiunx Bpemex 4o XX Beka, ots. pea. AlO. [lBopHu-
yeHko, CankT-Metepbypr 2006, p. 294-306; B.M. Liemyway, ‘Basi+a
nag4ac mipy”. lepiuas namexras ara BKJ1 3 Macksoro (1486-1494),
“Benapycki rictapbiunbl arnga’, 15 (1-2), 2008, p. 5-48; B.H. Temywes,
BanapgHas rpanvya Benmkoro krsiwecsa Mockosckoro k 1380, in: Ky-
nuKoBckas GuTea B uctopm Poccnn, peg. AH. Haymos, Tyna 2006,
p. 82-109; B.M. Liemyway, Maxasickasi 3amns: se TapbITopbis | MEXbI,
“Benapycki ricrapbiunbl yaconic”, 1, 2002, p. 23-28; B.H. Temywes,
[TorparndHsie ropoga Bemmkoro kHsxectsa Jintosckoro: [mmnTposey
B XV 8., in: Studia historica Europae Orientalis = Wccnegosanus no
netopun Boctouroit EBporb, Bbin. 2, Muck 2009, p. 44-122; BM.
Llemyway, TpocHeHckas Girsa i naygréBa-3axoqusis maxa Banikara
Khsictea Mackoyckara y 1368 r, “Benapycki rictapbiuhbl arnsg’, 13
(2), 2006, p. 135-176; B.H. Temywes, /Ipescrasnexus o repputopun
U pakmLax BepxHEOKCKX KHSIKECTB B paboTax uccregosarenes, in:
BepxHee lNogonve: Mpupoga. Apxeonorus. Uetopus, 1. 2: Wctopus,
pes. AH. Haymos, Tyna 2007, p. 257-277; idem, JiutoBcko-Teepckas
rpanmya (8ropas nonosura XiV-r+adano XVI 8, “Bectruk Tal'Y. Cep.
Wetopus”, 4, 2007, p. 87-97; idem, PxeBckwil y4acTok MTOBCKO-MOC-
KkoBcKovt rpanmbl B kouwe XIV-Havane XVI 8., in: Marapbisibl na apxe-
anorii benapyci, Bbin. 14, Minck 2007, p. 241-250.

53 Among them the maps: ‘Principality of Mstsislaw in the period of
Lengvenids’ (B.A. Bapokin, Kwssb fOpait flbiHrsexesiy Mcyicnaycki:
rictapei4Hbl naptpar, Minck 2010); ‘Cities founded on the Vitsebsk rights
in the second half of the 16" ¢.” and ‘Estates of Krupienich family in the
16" c." (M.J. Makapay, Ag nacaga sa margabypri: npasasoe cTaHoBiLL-
ya HacenbHiyTea mectay benapyckara llagssinms y XIV-nepwaii nano-
Be XVII cr,, Minck 2008); ‘Northern part of the Polatsk voivodship at the
end of the 16" c.” (B.A. Bapoin, Paecrp nyTHbix 6asp [onaykara sas-
Bogersa 1585 roga, Minck 2009); ‘Districts of Brest, Kamyenyets, Kobryn
at the end of the 15"first half of the 16" ¢.” (B. MaxbiHcki, A. [asip-
HOBIY, LLIaxTa, iHLLbIA 3eMAeynacHiki | 3emneyafansHiki Abl iXHbig
39MeNbHbIA YafanHi  bepacuedickiv, Kamsrewkiv | KoBpsiHckiv na-
Berax y apyrov nanose XV-nepuwai nanose XVI c1. (nasogne Kiray
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Anyway, it will be difficult for Belarusian
and other historians concerned with the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania to achieve, in
the near future, the quality of research of
the history of the border and borderland
and the technical level of historical maps
presented by Ciemushau.

One of his maps, which he did not
manage to finish on his own, was a map
of the Polask voivodship in the middle
of the 16" century as an appendix to the
new edition of the revision of this voivod-
ship in 1552 together with the comment-
ed geographical index (the system for
identification of settlements developed
by Ciemushau deserves particular atten-
tion). As a result of finishing the work
started by this author, it was possible to
locate many more settlements than on
the maps of the ‘Great Historical Atlas’
and older and it was done only based on
the aforementioned revision with infor-
mation from sources from the first half of
the 16™ century added™.

The second prominent researcher of
historical geography among Belarusian
historians is Andrei Miacielski, the au-
thor of the great work “The Principality
and Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the 12—
18" ¢ In his monograph on the Prin-
cipality of Mstsislaw, the author traces
back the history of the principality from
its creation as an appanage principal-
ity undil the period after the transforma-
tion into a voivodship and existence in
such a state until the first partition of the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and
its annexation by Russia. Miacielski de-
votes his attention primarily to the terri-
torial developments of the Principality of
Mstsislaw, delineation of its borders and

Ne 12-33 Mertpeixi BKT), in: Metriciana, 7. 3, Minck 2004, p. 57—-196).
| do not mention here work by Russian historians with whom Viktar Cie-
mushau closely cooperated.

54 [Tonayxas pasizis (map by Viktar Ciemushau and Dzmitry Vitsko ‘The Po-
latsk voivodship in the middle of the 16" ¢." and the commented geo-
graphical index on p. 207-213).

55 A.A. Mauenbcki, Mcyicnayckae kusictsa i asisogersa y Xll-XVill crer,
Minck 2010 (2 Bbig., Mikck 2014).

then investigation of borders, settlement
and population of the Mstsislaw voivod-
ship. The author studies population of the
principality and the voivodship in general,
stopping at the levels of cities, towns and
villages. In particular, it should be noted
that he had researched religious life of the
principality and the voivodship and stud-
ied the situation of Orthodox, Catholic,
Uniate churches as well as the spread of
Judaism. The monograph contains quite
a lot of maps®, which, however, have not
been prepared according to the current
technical quality standards’. Neverthe-
less, all the maps are legible, therefore this
is not a major fault. The work has been
written on the basis of a huge number of
sources, primarily from archives, includ-
ing cartographic sources. It contains nu-
merous tables which present the collected
data on the first mentions or foundation
of settlements, their locations and the rel-
evant citations (the same is the case for all
temples)’®. Here, there are many more set-
tlements than on the previous maps of Be-
larusian lands in the 16® century. In this
respect, this is a model work and it can

56 They are black-and-white maps: ‘Principality of Mstsislaw in the 14"—be-
ginning of the 15" ¢.’, ‘Principality of Mstsislaw in the 15" ¢, ‘Principality
of Mstsislaw at the beginning of the 16" ¢.’, ‘Settlements of the Principality of
Mstsislaw in the 15" ¢.’, ‘Settlements of the Principality of Mstsislaw in
the 16" ¢.”, ‘Settlements of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw inthe 177 ¢.”, ‘Set-
tlements of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the 18" ¢.’, ‘Cities and towns
of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the 18" ¢.’, ‘Temples in the 15-16" c.
on the territory of the Principality and Voivodship of Mstsislaw’, ‘Temples
mentioned on the territory of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the 17 ¢,
‘Uniate temples on the territory of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the
18" ¢, ‘Catholic temples on the territory of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw’,
‘Synagogues on the territory of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw in the 18" ¢.’
“Prepared unprofessionally” in the judgement of Viktar Ciemushau: B.H.
Temywes, Khura A.A. Metenbckoro o McTucnasekom kusixecTse u Bo-
esozerse (http://www.hist-geo.net/index.php?p=153&more =1&c=18&th
=1&pb=1, access: April 4, 2018).

Among others, the following tables: ‘Dynamics of founding new villages
on the territories of old villages of the Starosty of Krychaw at the end of
the 177—18" ¢., ‘List of settiements of the Principality of Mstsislaw
in the 14-15" ¢.", ‘Settlements of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw which ap-
pearin 16" c. sources’, ‘Settlements of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw which
appear in 17" . sources’, ‘Settlements of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw
which appear in 18" c. sources’, ‘Temples of the Principality and Voivod-
ships of Mstsislaw mentioned in sources in the 15-16" ¢.” ‘Temples of
the Voivodeships of Mstsislaw mentioned in sources in the 179 ¢.’, ‘Uni-
ate temples of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw mentioned in sources in the
18" ¢.’, “Catholic churches of the Voivodship of Mstsislaw’.
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serve as an example of how works of this
type should look and according to what
principles they should be prepared®.

Lastly, we should also mention the
publication series of the castle museum
in Mir devoted to famous families of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania of Rutheni-
an origin. The maps of land estates have
been prepared in the form of appendices
to the monographs of the families of Ili-
nicz® and Drucki Horski®'. Furthermore,
the source text edition of documents
from the history of Mir, the castle and
the county of Mir is supplemented with
a map of the county in the 16-19% cen-
tury®®. The person responsible for the
preparation of these maps is Dzmitry Vit-
sko. Other maps of this author include:
‘Forest of Naliboki, Dzyerawnaya and
Khatava of Karol Stanistaw Radziwilt in
1778 — as a supplement to the article by
Dzmitry Kryvasheyeu about the forest
of Naliboki which belonged to princely
family Radziwilt in the 16-18™ century
(in cooperation with the author of the
article)®.

To summarise, we can conclude that
historical cartography is developing with

59 Here we can also mention some articles by Andrei Miacielski concer-
ning the discussed topics: A.A. Mauenbcki, Bosiacyb Kpervasa y Xil-
capansive XVI CTCT. TapbITOpbIS, aAMIHICTDALbIIHA-TaCTAAap b! MAA3EN,
naceniwysi, “TicTapblHa-apxeanarivhbl 360pHik”, 15, 2000, p. 81-92
(the period of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania is referred to in the map ‘Es-
tate of Krychaw in the middle of the 16" ¢."); idem, /lyusiykas sonacys
XV=XVIll crer, “Becui Akagawmii Hasyk Benapyci. Cepbist rymaniTapHbix
HasyK’, 4, 2000, p. 5966 (without map); idem, Mscrauxi Mcyicnayckara
Basgogerea XVI-XVIl crer, “Tictapbluna-apxeanariybbl 360pHiK’, 23,
2007, p. 66-81.

60 PA. AnsxHosiy, C.A. Peibuonak, A.l. Wanawga, Pog Innikivay y Banikiv
Krsicrae Jlirojexim y XV-XVI cret, Minck 2015 (map by Dzmitry Vitsko
and Aliaksiei Shalanda ‘Estates of llinicz family in the Grand Duchy of Li-
thuania (15-16"c.))).

61 BY. fany6ogiy, C.A. Pui6uorak, A.l. Wanaxga, Kusai fpyyxia-lopckis
 Banixin Knscrse fliroyexim y XV-XVIIl crer, Mick 2016 (map by
Dzmitry Vitsko ‘Estates of princely family Drucki Horski in the 15%—middle
of the 18" ¢.)).

62 Mip Pagsisinay: 3amax, mactaqka i rpaghcrsa (1566-1813), cknap. A.l.
|ananga, Mip 2017 (map by Dzmitry Vitsko ‘County of Mir (16-19"¢.)’).

63 . KpbiBaluaey, Hamiboukas nywda kus3éy Pagsisinay y XVI-XVIll crer.:
(hapmasarHe T3pbITOPbI, aAMIHICTPAYbIS | cryx6oyysl, in: Bepxse
[Tarsmonne, Bbin. 1, Mikck 2012, p. 30-50 (map by Dzmitry Vitsko and
Dzmitry Kryvasheyeu ‘Naliboki, Dzierawnaya and Khatava Forest of Karol
Stanistaw Radziwitt in 1778').

difficulty in Belarus. In spite of the sig-
nificant number of prepared and pub-
lished individual maps and atlases, we are
still lacking works in historical geography
that would study and justify borders in
the period of the Grand Duchy of Lithu-
ania and present the settlement of that
period. This is a particularly important
task, because this is the most important
period, covering over 500 years of the his-
tory of Belarus. This is the period when
the majority of the present-day cities were
founded and the settlement network was
established.

Necessary steps in this direction have
already been taken by such researchers
as Spirydonau, Nasievich, Ciemushau,
Miacielski and others; quite a lot of data
have been introduced into academic de-
bate concerning the history of borders
and population of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. The most desirable direction
of research is currently believed to be the
typical disquisition covering the history
of a certain administrative unit, i.e. the
district from the moment of its creation
until its liquidation at the end of the 18*
century. Through study of population and
borders of specific estates (in particular
neighbouring with the border districts),
it will be possible to attain this goal. The
work which is the closest to this model is
the monograph by Miacielski on the Prin-
cipality and Voivodship of Mstsislaw. W

Translated by Paulina Waclawik
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Summary

In Belarus, the historical geography is a rel-
atively new and slowly developing disci-
pline. It is widely acknowledged that its
founder was Mikhail Spirydonau as he was
the author of the first, published in 1993,
detailed map of the Grand Duchy of Lith-
uania after signing the Union of Lublin,
as well as the maps of particular districts.
It was he who laid the foundations of the
discipline and his maps are at the core of
entire body of the geohistorical knowledge
on The Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

In the following years, the researchers
Viachaslau Nasievich, Viktar Ciemushau,
Andrei Miacielski and others had intro-
duced into the scientific literature a great
amount of data on the history of borders
and population of the GDL, though the
article only lists those works which con-
tain maps or other cartographic editions.
A number of historical atlases were also
published, the most important of which
is the ‘Great Historical Atlas of Belarus’
edited by Nasievich. The eastern border
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the

Hemyway B.M., Tpocuencras imea i nayonésa-saxo-
onsa manea Baixaza Kusomea Mackojcxazay 1368 .,
“Beaapycxd ricrappransr arasa”, 13 (2), 2006, p. 135—
176.

Ouyvixnanedws zicmopwii berapyci, 1. 1-6, Minck
1993-2003.

Blaszezyk G., Geografia historyczna Wielkiego Ksigstwa
Litewskiego. Stan i perspeksywy bada, Poznari 2007. l

14" until the first half of the 16" century
was the subject of studies by Ciemushau.
Currently, despite a great number of elab-
orated and published maps and atlases,
the publications still lack works on his-
torical geography, which would tackle
and justify the administrative borders of
the GDL and which would depict its
settlement network. Such works present
a great challenge, as this most important
period covers over half of the millennium
of Belarusian history.

A typical disquisition on the history of
a particular administrative unit, which is
a district, since it origins until its end in
the 18™ century is seen as the most desira-
ble scientific approach to the topic. It can
be achieved by studying the population
and the borders of particular estates (the
ones at the borders of the neighbouring
districts in particular). The work which is
the closest to this model is the mono-
graph by Miacielski on the Principality
and Voivodship of the Principality and
Voivodship of Mstsislaw. [
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