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Polish Geographical Survey of Borders until 1945

Marek Sobczyfiski

Political border is of interest to several
sub-disciplines of human geography, pri-
marily political geography — when it is
investigated as an element shaping the
geopolitical code' — or historical geogra-
phy — when it becomes a relict border.
The function of the border as a spatial
barrier is also studied within communica-
tion geography, social geography, popu-
lation geography and, in broader terms,
economic geography, when cultural, eco-
nomic, fiscal or legal impact of the bor-
der is studied. Its defensive function can
also be considered from the perspective of
military geography®.

The study of borders and borderlands
has a long tradition in Polish geography.
Such researches were intensified in histo-
ric moments when significant territorial
changes were expected, i.e. in the period
of the two great European military con-
flicts and immediately thereafter, when
new geopolitical orders were constructed
together with the new map of the conti-
nent. Studies were carried out both from
the perspective of political geography and
historical geography; political limitations,
however, caused the centre of gravity of
the research to move from one discipline
to the other, depending on the current
circumstances. At times of greater re-
search freedom, political geography was
favoured, while in the periods when re-
straint was imposed on research options —
historical geography was preferred.

This overview will not discuss car-
tographic publications on the topic of

1 C. Flint, Wstep do geopolityki, Warszawa 2008, p. 71-76.

2 J. Rogowski, Problem obronnosci granic politycznych, “Drogi Polski”,
2 (3-4), 1923, p. 189-201, 2 (6), 1923, p. 261-270, 2 (11-12), 1923,
p. 441-450; R. Umiastowski, Geografia wojenna Rzeczypospolitej Pol-
Skigj i ziem o$ciennych, Warszawa 1924 idem, Granice polityczne, na-
turalne i obronne w czasie pokoju i wojiny, Krakow 1925.

borders (maps and atlases) with the excep-
tion of stand-alone comments thereto
and textual clarifications as well as texts
related to the process of creation thereof.

The issue of borders at the beginning
of Polish geography
Descriptions of the courses of borders ap-
peared much earlier than the science of
geography. The document Dagome iudex,
published as early as 991, already features
a very detailed description of the borders
of prince Dagome’s (Mieszko’s I) terri-
tory’. Next descriptions of borders on
the Polish territory date back to the Po-
lish Chronicle (Chronica Polonorum) by
Gallus Anonymous of approx. 1116 —
the famous mention of border posts at the
Saale* — and to Wincenty Kadlubek’s
Polish Chronicle (Chronica Polonorum) dat-
ed 1208°. Numerous passages on course
of borders can be found in the works of
Jan Dtugosz: Yearbooks... (Annales...) dated
1480 and in Liber beneficiorum... — con-
cerning the borders of the Church’s pos-
sessions®. Another chronicler — Marcin
Kromer — in 1555 also addressed the
changes of the borders on the Polish ter-
ritory’. The topic of borders is even more
prominent in the work of the same au-
thor dated 1577 titled Poland, or on the
Location... (Polonia sive de situ...)®.
References to political borders can also
be found in purely geographical works

3 Dagome iudex (https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dagome iudex, access:
March 8, 2018).

4 Anonim so called Gall, Kronika polska, Wroctaw 2008, p. 14.

5 W. Kadfubek, Kronika polska, 2002, digital edition.

6 J. Dugosz, Roczniki, czyli kroniki sfawnego Krdlestwa Polskiego, t. 1-12,
Warszawa 2009; idem, Liber beneficiorum dioecesis Cracoviensis, t. 1-3,
in: Joannis Diugosz senioris canonici Cracoviensis opera omnia, t. 7-9,
ed. A. Przezdziecki, Cracoviae 1863.

7 M. Kromer, Kronika polska..., Sanok 1868.

8 Idem, Polonia sive de situ, populis, moribus, magistratibus et re publica
regni Polonici ibri duo, Coloniae 1577.
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from relatively ancient times, from the
beginning of Polish geography. Back then,
these were just simple descriptions of the
course of borders, sometimes presented in
a very lapidary fashion. Maciej Miechow-
ita, in a 1517 work entitled 77eaty on Two
Sarmatias, European and Asian (Tracta-
tus de duabus Sarmatis Europiana et Asi-
ana), devotes much attention to politi-
cal borders of the territory located east of
Poland’. The same author in another
work, the Polish Chronicle (Chronica Po-
lonorum) of 1521, presents descriptions
of the Polish borders throughout years,
basing mainly on the preceding work of
Dtugosz'®. Administrative borders of Ma-
zovia were discussed in 1634 by Jedrzej
Swiecicki in the work entitled Topographia
sive Masoviae descriptio"'. Numerous de-
scriptions of the characteristics of borders
around the world can be found in the
work of Karol Wyrwicz dated 1768 and
titled Geography of the Present Time... (Geo-
grafia czaséw teragniejszych...)'> and Fran-
ciszek Siarczyniski (1794) — Geography,
or Natural Decription... (Geografia, czyli
opisanie naturalne...)"; a short description
of the borders of Poland can be found in
the work by Stanistaw Staszic dated 1807
On the Statistics of Poland (O statystyce
Polski...)". Joachim Szyc in Geagraphy...
(Jeografia...) discusses the borders of the
former Rzeczpospolita (Commonwealth
of Poland)?. The founder of the first Pol-
ish faculty of geography Wincenty Pol in
the work Historical Territory of Poland (His-
toryczny obszar Polski, 1869) described the
boundaries between the dialects spoken

9 M. Miechowita, Opis Sarmacji azjatyckiej i europejskiej, Wroctaw 1972.

10 |dem, Chronica Polonorum, Krakéw 1521.

11 ). Swigcicki, Topographia sive Masoviae descriptio, Warszawa 1634.

12 K. Wyrwicz, Geografia czasow teraZnieyszych..., t. 1, Warszawa 1768,
p. 184, 233.

13 . Siarczynski, Geografia, czyli opisanie naturalne, historyczne i polityczne
kraiow i narodow we czterech czg$ciach Swiata zawieraigcych, Warsza-
wa 1784.

143, Staszic, 0 statystyce Polski krthi rzut wiadomosci potrzebnych...,
Warszawa 1807, p. 4.

15 ). Szyc, Jeografia dawnéj Polski dla uzythu miodziezy, Poznan 1861, p. 2.

on the Polish territory'. Characteristics
of borders were also included in works of
non-geographers'’.

Studies of political borders

in Polish political geography

The issue of Poland’s political borders
had become subject of interest of Polish
geographers long before the Polish state
was reborn, i.e. already in the time of the
partitions. The development of studies
on the borders of the future Polish state
conducted in the period of the partitions
and later when the borders were actually
being established, at the end of the first
decade of the 20" century, was presented
in detail by Piotr Eberhardt in Poland and
Its Borders (Polska i jej granice)'®, which
frees the author of this article from the
duty to elaborate on this topic. Thus, it
only remains to add that at the end of the
period of the partitions, when the aware-
ness of the need to fight to rebuild the
Polish state was becoming common in
the society not only among selected so-
cial groups, but in the society as a whole,
there was a heated geographical debate
on the territorial shape of Poland. Even
though the territorial arrangement of the
part of Europe were Poland was to lie was
anticipated, using the term zerritory en-
tailed its delimitation, and thus, also the
dispute over the borders. The key dispute
at the end of the 19" and beginning of
20" century concerned the transitional
(przejsciowy) vs bridging (pomostowy) char-
acter of the Polish territory. The main
protagonists in the dispute were the
most prominent Polish geographers of
that time: Waclaw Natkowski on the one
hand, and Antoni Rehman and Euge-
niusz Romer on the other”. Natkowski

16 W. Pol, Historyczny obszar Polski. Rzecz o dialektach mowy polskigj, Kra-
kow 1869.

17 T, Swiecki, Opis starozytnéy Polski, t. 1, Warszawa 1816, p. 91.

18 P Eberhardt, Polska i jej granice. Z historii polskiej geografii politycznej,
Lublin 2004.

19D, Jedrzejczyk, Eugeniusz Romer o przedrozbiorowej polskiej granicy
wschodniej, “Polski Przeglad Kartograficzny”, 36 (1), 2004, p. 29-32.
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addressed the issue of borders in several of
his works®. In the work entitled Political
Borders from a Geographical-Scientific Per-
spective (Granice polityczne ze stanowiska
geograficzno-naukowego), he put an argu-
ment on the basis of the written text of
a lecture by Friedrich Ratzel concerning
the functions of European borders and
optimization of their course?’. The main
assumptions of the theory of the transi-
tional character of the territory of Poland
were presented in two of his works®.
The theory of this transitonal character
was criticized by Antoni Rehman®. Sub-
sequently, his most prominent student
Eugeniusz Romer** presented an oppos-
ing view arguing for the bridging char-
acter of the Polish territory. In the work
on the Role of Rivers in the History and
Geography of Nations (Rola rzek w historii
i geografii narodéw), Romer discussed the
border function of rivers”. The issue of
the location of Poland, its territorial de-
velopment throughout ages and borders
is covered extensively in Romer’s opus
magnum dated 1917, Poland. The Land
and the State (Polska. Ziemia i paristwo),
in which the bridging character of the
Polish territory is stressed®.

The perspective of the reinstatement
of Poland and then the attainment of
this goal after 1918 resulted in an enor-
mous increase of interest in the issue of
future borders. Geographers alongside
historians were the most predestined to

20 Idem, Mys] geograficzna Waclawa Natkowskiego, Warszawa 1999, p. 95—
100.

21 W. Natkowski, Granice polityczne ze stanowiska geograficzno-naukowe-
go, “Prawda. Tygodnik Polityczny, Spoteczny i Literacki”, 13 (36), 1893,
p.423.

22 |dem, Terytorjum Polski historycznej jako indywidualnos¢ geograficzna,
Warszawa 1912, p. 13-24; idem, Materjaty do geografji ziem dawnej
Polski, t. 1, Warszawa 1913, p. 32—33; idem, Poland as a Geographical
Entity, London 1917, p. 13-36.

23 A. Rehman, Karpaty opisane pod wzgledem fizyczno-geograficznym,
Lwow 1895, p. 47-50.

24 E. Romer, Czy Polska jest kraing przejSciowa? OcdpowiedZ na wywody
Hanslika, “Ziemia”, 1 (16), 1910, p. 241-243.

25 |dem, Rola rzek w historyi i geografii narodéw, “Przewodnik Naukowy
i Literacki”, 1, 1901, p. 61-62.

26 |dem, Polska. Ziemia i paristwo, Krakéw 1917, p. 68.

participate in such discourse and did it
eagerly, as demonstrated by Piotr Eber-
hardt?””. Here works of the geographers
Aleksander Janowski*® and Wtodzimierz
Wakar®® should be mentioned as well.
Polish borders were discussed not only
by geographers, but also historians, eth-
nologists, feature writers and politi-
cians®.

Concepts of various authors, includ-
ing numerous geographers, regarding the
course of borders of the reinstated Po-
land were to be painfully verified by the
global diplomacy during the Versailles
Peace Conference, which ended the First
World War. Among the concepts of bor-
ders (successfully) presented at the Con-
ference, were those of Roman Dmowski
(authorised by the Polish National Com-
mittee and its Polish Central Agency)”
as well as Eugeniusz Romer, the author
of a cartographic publication developed
for the peace congress, which had become
the key argument to delimit the borders
of Poland according to the locations of
ethnic groups and the basis for determi-
nation of the territories subject to the
plebiscites®®. Unfortunately, later on Po-
lish politicians did not use the opportunity
to settle the plebiscites in a way which
would be favourable for Poland. The
Polish delegation to the Versailles Con-
ference featured as experts geographers:

27 P, Eberhardt, Twdrcy polskiej geopolityki, Krakéw 2006; idem, Koncepcje
granic panstwa polskiego u progu odzyskania niepodleglosci, “Studia
7 Geografii Politycznej i Historycznej”, 4, 2015, p. 9-35.

28 A. Janowski, Ziemia rodzinna, Warszawa 1913 (Poznaj Swj Kraj, 1),
p. 79-86.

29 W. Wakar, Program terytorialny, “Polska. Pismo poswigcone zagadnieniom
ideologii patryotycznej”, 1(2), 1917, p.7.

30 0. Zebrowski, Ogdiny zarys przyczyn wzrostu i upadku dawnego panstwa
polskiego, Paryz 1847, p. 30-32; J.L. Poptawski, Polska wspdfczesna, in:
idem, Szkice literackie i naukowe, Warszawa 1910, p. 203-211; C. Jan-
kowski, Polska etnograficzna, Warszawa 1914, p. 5-14.

31 R. Dmowski, Nota Delegacji Polskiej na Konferencji Pokojowej do J. Cam-
bona w sprawie granic zachodnich paristwa polskiego (1919 luty 28), in:
Sprawy polskie na Konferencji Pokojowej w Paryzu w 1919 . Dokumenty
i materiafy, t. 1, red. R. Bierzanek, J. Kukutka, Warszawa 1965, p. 7277,
idem, Polityka polska. Odbudowanie paristwa, Warszawa 1989; P. Eber-
hardt, Koncepcje, p. 30.

32 £, Romer, Polski atlas kongresowy, Lwow—Warszawa 1921.
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Eugeniusz Romer®®, Antoni Sujkowski**,
Leon Wasilewski®, as well as politicians,
diplomats and lawyers: Stanistaw Koz-
icki®*®, Stanistaw Thugutt®, Joachim Bar-
toszewicz?s.

Independent Poland, still in the process
of the state borders determination and
then after the delimitation, saw the publi-
cation of numerous works devoted to the
analysis of their course and assessment of
the validity of such a demarcation, offer-
ing, at times, harsh criticism®. A chapter
on the Polish borders can also be found in
a work by Stanistaw Pawlowski Political

33 Idem, Pamietnik paryski 1918—1919, Wroctaw 1989.

34 A, Sujkowski, Geografja ziem dawnej Polski, Warszawa 1921, p. 3.

35 L. Wasilewski, Granice Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej, Warszawa 1926,
p. 9-11; idem, Swiat po wielkiej wojnie, Warszawa 1930 (Bibljoteka Sa-
moksztatcenia, 4), p. 13.

36 S. Kozicki, Sprawa granic Polski na konferencji pokojowej w Paryzu
w 1919 1., Warszawa 1921.

37 S. Thugutt, Wybdr pism i autobiografia, Warszawa 1939, p. 73-74.

38 |, Bartoszewicz, Walka o Polske, Poznan 1920 (Biblioteczka Polityczno-
-Narodowa, 4), p. 18-19.

39 7. Gloger, Opis historyczny Podlasia i ziemi chefmskiej, in: W obronie zie-
mi, red. Z. Chrzanowski, Warszawa 1918, p. 9—11; M. tahoda (nickname
of B. Jakimiak), Zachodnia granica Polski, Warszawa 1918; S. Askenazy,
Gdarisk a Polska, Warszawa 1919; M.Z. Januszaitis, Strategiczne granice
Polski na wschodzie, “Bellona”, 2 (3), 1919, p. 174-180; J. Jaskdlski,
Granice Polski, Lwéw 1919, p. 19-39; S. Lencewicz, Geograficzne i strate-
giczne potozenie Polski. Indywidualnos¢ geograficzna, “Bellona”, 2 (12),
1919, p. 919-932; E. Maliszewski, Granice Polski, Warszawa 1919 (Co
To Jest Polska?, 1); A. Parczewski, W sprawie zachodnich granic Polski,
Warszawa 1919; M. Rudnicki, Zachodnia granica Polski, “Rok Polski”,
4(3),1919, p. 105-109; L. Wasilewski, La paix avec 'Ukraine, Podlachie
et Chelm, Gengve 1919; idem, Wschodnia granica Polski, “Miesigcznik
Statystyczny”, 6 (8), 1923, p. 225-231; idem, Ustalenie granic Rzeczy-
pospolitej Polskiej, “Wiedza i Zycie”, 2 (8-9), 1927, p. 9-17; Z. Fedorowicz,
Czem jest Gdarisk dla Polski?, Warszawa 1920 (Bibljoteka Uniwersytetu
Zotnierskiego. Dziat 2, 8c); M. Ortowicz, Nowe granice na Spiszu i Orawie,
“Orli Lot", 1 (8), 1920, p. 83-87,1(9), 1920, p. 103-108; J. Polak, W spra-
wie granic paristwa polskiego, Warszawa 1920 (Bibljoteczka Uniwersytetu
Zotnierskiego. Dziat 1, 5); S. Szczepanowski, Nowoczesne granice natural-
ne Polski, Lwow 1920; A. Uziembto, Walka o Mazowsze Pruskie, “Ziemia”,
6 (1), 1920, p. 14-25; ). Smoleniski, W sprawie polskosci Ziemi Wileriskiej,
“Orli Lot”, 2 (2), 1921, p. 18-20, 2 (3), 1921, p. 37-39; W. Fabierkiewicz,
Decyzja rady Ligi Naroddw o podziale Gdrmego Slaska, “Mechanik”, 4 (1),
1922, p. 1-5; J. Wenda, Dfugos¢ wybrzeza polskiego, “Zeglarz Polski”,
1 (4), 1922, p. 56; P Hrabyk, Granice ziemi przemyskiej i wowskiej. Ob-
Jjasnienie do mapy, “Rocznik Przemyski”, 3, 1913-1922 (edition 1923),
p. 33-38; T Betleja, Z geografii politycznej pinc.-wschodnich granic
Rzezplitej, “Wiadomosci Geograficzne”, 1 (5-6-7), 1923, p. 104-106;
K. Jankowski, Pomiary polsko-rosyjskiej granicy paristwowej, “Przeglad
Mierniczy”, 1 (5), 1924, p. 8-11, 2 (1), 1925, p. 4-10; W. Semkowicz,
Walka o polskie “Kresy potudniowe”, “Orli Lot”, 5 (2-3), 1924, p. 18-23,
5 (4-5), 1924, p. 50-52; A. Zierhoffer, Pomiar dffugosci granic Polski, “Cza-
sopismo Geograficzne”, 3 (1-2), 1925, p. 38-44; A. Ziemiecki, O granicy
polsko-rumuniskiej, “Wiadomosci Geograficzne”, 6 (6), 1928, p. 88-89.

Geography of Poland (Geografia polityczna
Polski)®.

Notes on delimitation and analyses of
political borders around the world were
quite common at that time*!.

The prominent linguist Kazimierz
Nitsch devoted many publications to the
relations between political and linguistic
(dialectal) borders*.

In the interwar period, Polish geogra-
phers faced a challenge to react, presenting
Polish national interests, to publications by
German geopoliticians, who questioned
the rationality and validity of the borders
determined by the Paris Conference and
in the wake of the plebiscites. Many Po-
lish publications countered German ar-
gumentation; this task was undertaken by
very many leading Polish geographers of
that period®. It should be added that the
desire to revise the borders established in
Versailles was also present in Poland, and
in particular in the late 1930s — mainly in
relation to the borders with Lithuania and
Czechoslovakia®. After the annexation
of Czechoslovakian territories in 1938, the
new border was subject to many descrip-
tions®. I have discussed literature on the

40 S. Pawtowski, Geografia polityczna Polski, in: S. Pawtowski, J. Bystron,
A. Peretiatkowicz, Polska wspdiczesna. Geografia, kultura, ustrdj, Lwéw
1936, p. 12-16.

41|, Czatczynska, Prace nad ustaleniem granicy fiisko-rosyjskiej, “Wiado-
mosci Geograficzne”, 1 (5-6-7), 1923, p. 106; K. Rabot, Nowa granica
francusko-angielska w Afiyce Srodkowej, “Czasopismo Geograficzne”,
2 (1), 19231924, p. 90-94; ). Wasowicz, Spdr graniczny wiosko-egip-
ski, “Przyroda Technika”, 4 (6), 1925, p. 275; J. Kondracki, Podziaf Cze-
cho-Stowacji, “Przeglad Geograficzny”, 18, 1938, p. 195-201.

42 K. Nitsch, Granice paristwa a granice jezyka polskiego, “Jezyk Polski”,
5(4), 1920, p. 97-101, 6 (2), 1921, p. 4146, 7 (4), 1922, p. 97-102,
8(2),1923,p.33-37,9(3), 1924, p. 80-86, 10 (5), 1925, p. 129-135.

43 S. Stawski, Dostep Polski do morza a interesy Prus Wschodnich, Gdarisk
1925; S. Pietkiewicz, Granica polsko-niemiecka w o$wietleniu Niemcdw,
“Przeglad Geograficzny”, 7 (1-2), 1927, p. 87-95; B. Zaborski, Polskie
pogranicze péinocne i zachodnie, “Kalendarz llustrowanego Kuriera Co-
dziennego”, 9, 1936, p. 69-76.

44 H, Romer-Ochenkowska, Zagadnienia historyczne i polityczne Litwy Srod-
kowej, “Polska Wspdiczesna”, 1 (1), 1922, p. 6-9; S. Raubal, Granica
polityczna polsko-czechostowacka, “Rocznik Bibljoteka Wyzszej Szkoly
Handlowej”, 3, 1927, p. 135-219; S. Gorzuchowski, Granica polsko-litew-
ska, “Wiadomosci Geograficzne”, 6 (4--5), 1928, p. 65-66.

45 K. Bromek, Granica polsko-czeska na S/qsku Cieszyriskim, “Turyzm Polski”,
1(12), 1938, p. 179-182; M. Gotkiewicz, Nowa granica polsko-stowacka,
“Turyzm Polski”, 1 (12), 1938, p. 177-179; idem, Rozszerzenie naszych
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topic of annexation of Czechoslovakian
territories by Poland and Polish-Czecho-
slovakian disputes over borders in the in-
terwar period in another publication®.
Similarly, comments were made on the
establishment of the Polish-Hungarian
border in 1939¥. In the time of the re-
born Poland, notwithstanding numerous
fragmentary works on political geogra-
phy, there were almost no publications to
treat this sub-discipline comprehensively.
There were only two such works, namely
by Jerzy Loth as well as Bogdan Zaborski
and Antoni Wrzosek and both addressed
the borders theory from the perspective of
political geography*.

The outbreak of the Second World War
caused the situation from before the Great
War to repeat in almost the same fashion.
The Polish state disappeared from the po-
litical map of Europe for 5 years and geog-
raphers once again engaged in a discourse
on the shape of the independent Polish
state, its borders and territorial gains —
both in the occupied Poland and, first
and foremost, among emigrants abroad.
The conviction about the future expan-
sion of Poland towards West and North at
the expense of Germany*’ and wide access

granic, “Przyjaciel Spisza i Orawy”, 1939, p. 99-102; 0. Jakubowski, Nowa
granica Polski z Czechostowacja, “Wiadomodci Stuzby Geograficznej”,
12 (4), 1938, p. 409-423; J. Wasowicz, Kilka uwag na temat zasad no-
wej granicy Czechosfowacji, “Czasopismo Geograficzne”, 16 (4), 1938,
p. 341-343; M. Wozniakowski, Slask zaolziariski i korektura potudniowej
granicy Polski, “Czasopismo Geograficzne”, 16 (4), 1938, p. 335-341;
K. Bryfiski, Slask nad Olza, Lwow 1939 (Biblioteczka “Przegladu Kra-
joznawczego”); J. Kondracki, Nowa granica migdzy Polskg a Czechami
i Stowacja, “Przeglad Geograficzny”, 18, 1938, p. 202—207; W. Mileski,
Po ustaleniu nowej granicy migdzy Polskg a Stowacja, “Ziemia”, 29 (1),
1939, p. 4-12; B. Zaborski, Zmiany granicy paristwowej na pograniczu
polsko-czechostowackim, “Ziemia”, 28 (12), 1939, p. 295-297.

46 M. Sobczyniski, Aneksja Zaolzia (1938 r) w polskigj literaturze geograficz-
nej, in: Sbomik referatdi 10 Severomoravského Demografického Kolokvia
(mezindrodni kolkvium k otdzkdm demografického vyvoje Frydecko-
-Misteckého okresu a Euroregionu Slezsko), Frydek-Mistek 1993, p. 57—66.

47 M. Orlicz, Granica Polski z Wegrami, “Zbliska i Zdaleka”, 7 (4--5), 1939,
p.99-103.

48 |, Loth, Zarys geografji politycznej, Krakow 1925 (Bibljoteczka Geograficz-
na “Orbis”. Seria 1, 1), p. 196-206; B. Zaborski, A. Wrzosek, Antropoge-
ografia. Wielka geografia powszechna, Warszawa 1933, p. 280-305.

49 A. Bloniski, Wracamy nad Odre. Historyczne, geograficzne i etnograficz-
ne podstawy zachodnich granic Polski, Londyn 1942; |. Matuszewski,
Granice zachodnie, New York 1943; J.M. Winiewicz, The Polish-German

to the Baltic Sea® was almost common.
But only few postulated basing the eastern
border on the Bug, even though such pos-
tulates had already been made during the
First World War®'.

Studies of Polish political borders

in Polish historical geography

The Polish territory is characterised by
a unique, in Europe, intensity of changes
of borders between countries in the last
couple of centuries; in this respect, it is sec-
ond perhaps only to the Balkans, and this
fact has clearly contributed to the cultural
landscape of Poland. For nearly a century,
the studies of the former borders were the
domain of historians®. The rise of inter-
est of geographers in the study of borders,
including historical ones, appeared before
the independence was regained and in the
context of the discourse on the future ter-
ritorial shape of the reborn Poland*® and
was continued in the interwar period™.
These studies, however, were not too
profound and their aim was to provide
historical background for argumentation
regarding the desirable line of the future

Frontier, London 1944; H. Baginski, Gospodarcze uzasadnienie zadan
terytorialnych dorzecza Odry, Londyn 1945, p. 35-71; S. Ossiakowski,
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borders of Poland. The aim was, then, to
prepare historical argumentation to maxi-
mize demands during diplomatic efforts;
such argumentation was later proven to
be unsuccessful, however it was one of
the very few that Polish diplomats could
use. It was not backed up by a strong
army or prominent allies who would be
ready to defend Polish interests (which
often were in opposition to the interests
of those allies). We also lacked a several
dozen-years of diplomacy skills and tradi-
tions (cf. Bulgaria and Romania). Thus,
the history of establishment of the Pol-
ish borders was again continuously ad-
dressed”. Among frequently mentioned
and discussed topics was the argumen-
tation in the internal dispute of Austria
and Hungary over the border between
Galicia and Upper Hungary (Slovakia) in
Tatranskd Javorina (dispute over Morskie
Oko)*®. The dispute arose for the last time
in 1938, when Poland annexed fragments
of the Czechoslovakian territory, includ-
ing Javorina.

The issue of political (tribal, state and
administrative) borders was a significant
part of research conducted by the team
gathered in 1921 by the Committee for the
Historical Atlas of Poland (Komisja Atla-
su Historycznego Polski) of the Warsaw
Scientific Society headed by Wiadystaw

55 J. Natanson-Leski, Dzigje granicy; E. Romer, 0 wschodniej granicy Polski
z przed roku 1772, in: Ksigga pamiatkowa ku czci Oswalda Balzera, t. 2,
Lwow 1925, p. 355-363; K. Buczek, Geograficzno-historyczne podstawy;
W. Semkowicz, Le réle des facteurs géographiques dans la structure ter-
ritoriale de I'ancienne Pologne, in: Comptes rendus du Congrés Interna-
tional de Géographie, Varsovie 1934, t. 4, Warszawa 1934, p. 404-405;
idem, Rozwdj terytorialny Polski na podfozu geograficznym, “Kalendarz
llustrowanego Kuriera Codziennego”, 9, 1936, p. 63-68; W. Semkowicz,
Silesia: Its Name, Territory and Boundaries. A Study in Historical Geo-
graphy, “Baltic and Scandinavian Countries”, 3 (2), 1937, p. 197-209;
A. Zglinnicka, Granice i obszar Polski w dziejowym rozwoju na tle zwigzku
7 1267bg ziemi, “bliska i Zdaleka”, 4 (5-6), 1936, p. 131-136.

56 K. Sosnowski, Sprawa Jaworzyny Spiskiej, “Ziemia”, 7 (8-9), 1922,
p. 267-271; A. Chybinski, Jaworzyna dla Polski — dwie sprawy dla Tatr
najwazniejsze, “Wierchy”, 1, 1923, p. 3—12; idem, Ostatnie fazy walki
0 Jaworzyne, “Wierchy”, 2, 1924, p. 216-222; W. Semkowicz, Prawa
Polski do Jaworzyny, “Ziemia”, 8 (1), 1923, p. 3-11; T. Modelski, Na mar-
ginesie sporu o Jaworzyne, “Wierchy”, 2, 1924, p. 183-191; W. Goetel,
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Semkowicz, Stanistaw Arnold, Franciszek
Bujak and Kazimierz Tymieniecki.

In particular, former territorial divisions
of Polish and adjacent territories were
studied””. Occasionally, methodological
works were also published’®.

Conclusion

The studies of borders and, later on, also
borderlands by Polish geography have
a very long tradition, as, in general, they
precede the appearance of geography as
a scientific discipline. The rise of interest
in the issue of borders appeared at the
end of the 19" and beginning of the 20*
century, when the reinstatement of the
Polish state was the subject of political dis-
course in the occupied country and among
emigrants abroad. Principal trends in the
study of borders and borderlands within
political geography focused mainly on
state and administrative borders. Polish
historical geography was dominated by
studies of territorial changes of countries,
beginning with tribe structures, and in-
ternal divisions of Poland into historical
and political regions and administrative
units. It can also be noticed that in pe-
riods of research freedom studies with-
in political geography developed more
strongly (e.g. the interwar period), while
in the periods of ideological restrictions
(e.g. the partitions) historical-geographical
studies were more prominent.

Translated by Paulina Wactawik
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Summary

Border researches have a long tradition in
Poland, because they precede the emer-
gence of geography as an independent
scientific discipline.

The growing interest in the issue of
borders appeared at the turn of the 19
and 20™ centuries, when the revival of Po-
lish statehood became the subject of polit-
ical discourse in the occupied country as
well as in exile. The main topics of border
and boundary research within political
geography focused primarily on state and
administrative boundaries. In the field of
Polish historical geography, more popular
were studies on the history of territorial
changes of the country, starting from tri-
bal structures. The other aim of research

were internal divisions of Poland into
historical, political and administrative re-
gions. One can observe the regularity that
studies of political geography developed
more strongly during periods of freedom
of research (e.g. in the inter-war period),
and in the periods of ideological restric-
tions (e.g. annexations by neighboring po-
wers), historical-geographical studies were
intensifying.

The aim of the article is to review the
researches on borders in Polish politi-
cal and historical geography since they
were taken up until the end of the Se-
cond World War showing the most im-
portant trends in their development. W
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