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INTRODUCTION

The present volume of the journal Studia Paedagogica Ignatiana 
is dedicated to the problems of the history of education in Poland 
in the 20th century, presented from the perspective of its founders. 
Although the presented texts do not cover many issues related to 
the history of education in Poland of that period, they may be seen 
as an invitation for further research on this topic.

The development of the history of education in Poland in the 
20th century can be described from different perspectives, including 
highlighting researchers of the past of education and upbringing 
and their works which made a  lasting mark in Polish historiog-
raphy. Another important criterion showing the evolution of this 
discipline is the process of the institutionalization of the history 
of education, i.e. the creation of academic centers responsible for 
research and teaching in the field of history of education (Szulakie-
wicz 2000a, 2004, 2006). In many universities, the history of edu-
cation functioned within the framework of scientific and didactic 
units together with the theory of education, but there were also 
attempts to combine the history of education with other sub-dis-
ciplines, such as pedeutology or other branches of pedagogical 
knowledge.
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Another manifestation of the development of this discipline has 
been the creation of scientific schools of the history of education, 
whose founders were also the historians of education whom we men-
tion in this volume.

An important factor which contributed to the development of 
this discipline was the appearance of professional journals in the 
20th century, which had been established as a  platform to present 
the results of historical-educational research and information about 
the directions of activity of the scientific circles. In this context, 
the following journals should be mentioned: Wiadomości z Dziejów 
Wychowania i  Szkolnictwa w  Polsce (1921–1922), Minerwa Polska 
(1927–1930), Przegląd Historyczno-Oświatowy (1947–), Rozprawy 
z Dziejów Oświaty (1958–) and Biuletyn Historii Wychowania (1994).

In this short introduction, it is worth mentioning some important 
publications that give an overview of the development of the history 
of education over the last century. These include Henryk Barycz’s 
texts Rozwój historii oświaty, wychowania i  kultury w Polsce (1949). 
Another important study on this subject is the article by Kamilla 
Mrozowska Twórcy historii wychowania jako dyscypliny naukowej 
(Mrozowska 1989). A publication showing the founders of the histo-
ry of education is the book by Jan Hellwig Dzieje historii wychowania 
w Polsce i jej twórcy (Hellwig 2001). The monograph Historia oświaty 
i wychowania w Polsce 1918–1939 (Szulakiewicz 2000a) and the col-
lective work Historycy wychowania II Rzeczypospolitej (Szulakiewicz 
2000b) were also dedicated to the historians of education living and 
working in the interwar period.

At the end of the 20th century, in 1998, Słownik biograficzny polskiej 
historii wychowania was published, which is a joint work by a number 
of Polish historians of education. This dictionary supplies a collec-
tive portrait of the environment of researchers of the educational 
past. The picture of the environment of the historians of education 
is also contained in collective works which are the outputs of various 
scientific conferences (Gumuła, Krasuski, Majewski 1998; Gumuła 
2017). Elements of scientific biography are also an indispensable 
component of the increasing number of thematic and problematic or 
occasional publications, undertaking an analysis of research, teaching 
and organizational achievements of individual centers and scientific 
communities (e.g.: Szulakiewicz 2007; Grzybowski 2008; Bartnicka, 



15

Wprowadzenie Introduction

Szybiak 2010; Krukowski 2010; Meissner 2010; Grzebień 2014; 
Jamrożek 2017; Falkowska, Grabowska-Pieńkosz 2018).

It is impossible to omit the essays offered in homage to distinctive 
scholars and other monographic studies dedicated to the founders 
of the Polish history of education. For example, it is necessary to 
mention the names of the researchers to whom such publications 
were dedicated. These include: Henryk Barycz, Wanda Bobkowska, 
Julian Dybiec, Stanisław Gawlik, Ludwik Grzebień, Jan Hellwig, 
Danuta Koźmian, Stanisław Litak, Stanisław Łempicki, Czesław 
Majorek, Andrzej Meissner, Józef Miąso, Kamilla Mrozowska, Lech 
Mokrzecki, Ludwik Piechnik, Karol Poznański, Zygmunt Ruta, Ste-
fania Walasek, and others. It is in these publications that the authors 
of the texts presented here show a variety of the developmental direc-
tions in which selected representatives of the discipline had been 
working.
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