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Please feel free to chat throughout this 
mini-presentation

It will be more interesting & valuable for you 
if you connect with each other and share 
ideas, questions, and more
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My motivations for publishing

As an administrator and as a non-PhD, there isn’t much direct professional benefit to publishing, I 
don’t get paid for it, and it’s not part of my job.

However, I publish for:

● Professional development
○ Opportunity to reflect and sharpen my thinking
○ Opportunity to learn more about something I’m interested in
○ Opportunity to develop new skills 
○ Reputational benefits for myself and our online campus

● Team-building with colleagues
● To help others by sharing knowledge freely, and as a way to virtually mentor
● To take action, or because I feel like I have to speak up (e.g. about a particular issue or 

because we need more articles by women of color)
● Personal enjoyment

In academia, this is considered radical



Writing with colleagues can be fun & worth celebrating

I have a tradition of sending mugs from Sciencegrit to colleagues when we’ve published together twice. 

https://sciencegrit.com/


What have I published? (i.e. what can you ask me 
about?)

● 1 book
● 10+ book chapters
● 10+ journal articles 
● 100+ articles and blog posts

Links to my writing are available here: Matthea Marquart - Publications 

https://www.mattheamarquart.com/publications


Citations vs other metrics -- what’s valuable to you 
and your passions? Who are you writing for?

● Citation count examples
○ Google Scholar 
○ ResearchGate (only counts citations that are on their platform)

● Examples of other metrics
○ Altmetrics (counts mentions online, e.g. on social media - not comprehensive)
○ Columbia’s Academic Commons (counts views & downloads)

● In academia, citations are the most valuable
● However, other types of publications may feed your passions, develop your 

writing skills, reach the people you want to reach, demonstrate your interests 
in a PhD application, and help you find your voice

Who do you want to reach with your writing? 

https://scholar.google.com/citations
https://www.researchgate.net/
https://www.altmetric.com/
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/


Examples of my metrics

From: Matthea Marquart - Google Scholar 
From my account (logged in): Academic 
Commons - My Works 

From the analytics for my book (logged in): Designing 
Engaging and Interactive Synchronous Online Class 
Sessions 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=F3Sp4yAAAAAJ&hl=en
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/myworks
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/myworks
https://edtechbooks.org/designing_engaging_interactive_synchronous_online_classes
https://edtechbooks.org/designing_engaging_interactive_synchronous_online_classes
https://edtechbooks.org/designing_engaging_interactive_synchronous_online_classes


Finding your voice -- what do you care enough about 
to be worth the challenges of publishing?
● Reviewer comments & editor comments can be harsh -- they are busy and 

often unpaid, and don’t take time for trauma-informed feedback
○ Example: “This is a jumbled mess”

● Imposter syndrome and the personal negative impacts of -isms can be 
silencing

○ Characteristics of White Supremacy Culture 
● There can be real-world negative impacts, especially for authors from 

marginalized backgrounds
○ Example experience

For you personally/professionally, what’s worth facing challenges to write about? 
What do you care about?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XR_7M_9qa64zZ00_JyFVTAjmjVU-uSz8/view


What can you publish now, even without being part of 
IRB-approved research projects? (*Institutional review 
board)

● Book reviews
● Literature reviews
● Analyses of publicly available data
● Op-eds
● Personal essays
● Newsletter articles or blog posts for professional associations
● Articles about your experiences & your praxis (blend of theory & practice)
● Other

What do you want to publish? What have you already published?  



Two examples
The first example is from an article I worked on, 

and the second is from Agata Dera, who 
graciously shared slides



Example: In the Spotlight: 12 Asian and Pacific Islander (API) Social Workers 
•In The New Social Worker

•Authors: Nicole Wong & Matthea Marquart

https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/practice/spotlight-12-asian-pacific-islander-api-social-workers/


Timeline of our article
March 17 – pitched the article

I'm writing to pitch an article with Nicole Wong (cc-ed).  Asian and Pacific Islander (API) Month is coming up in May, and we hoped you'd be 
interested in an article spotlighting a dozen or so Asian social workers.  For each of them, this would basically entail a photo, short bio (2-3 
sentences), and short quote related to how their API identity connects with their identity as a social worker (3-4 sentences).  We would try to 
represent a mix of API identities and a mix of social work roles, and the folks we spotlight would be folks from our networks (i.e. not a scientific 
sampling or a formal call for nominations to be spotlighted, but rather informal).  
The impetus for this is in response to the sharp increase in anti-Asian racism and the invisibility of Asians -- e.g. today I heard a student say that we 
never celebrate Asian social workers.  We'd love to help uplift and celebrate API social workers. 

March 18 – pitch accepted by Linda Grobman, the Editor, with caveats
I would be interested in this to publish for Asian and Pacific Islander Month if the people highlighted are from a variety of areas of the U.S. and 
graduates of different schools of social work. Thank you! 
If you can get it to me by mid-April, that should work well.

March 22, 29, and April 11 – met outside of work to collaborate 
Included working on the article planning, drafting, editing, and finalizing

March 22 - April 11 – emailed with social workers we wanted to spotlight 
Included inviting them, requesting their bios & images, emailing about edits, sharing the final version for feedback

April 11 – submitted the article and the image files
Submitted a couple different versions – with and without embedded images – to give the Editor options. Followed the author guidelines for both 
versions. 

April 14 – article accepted & author agreements requested/submitted
May 3 – article published 

https://www.socialworker.com/Guidelines_for_Writers/


Advice re: this process & pitching an article idea
• Writing can be a way to take action 

• It felt hopeful to work on this

• It’s helpful to get editor feedback before writing
• We made sure to double- and triple-check we were meeting her priorities 

• When collecting quotes, it can be helpful to use a Google Form to make sure you collect 
permissions, answer potential questions, share requirements, and have everything in one 
place

• Here is our Google Form; we also included an option to submit via email in case of tech glitches

• We used Google Docs to collaborate and Google Slides to create the images that included 
multiple pics

• No need to spend money on software

• It’s motivating to celebrate milestones, e.g. “halfway there!”
• Be ready for the article to be rejected even if the pitch was accepted

• If this happened, options included submitting the article to Social Work Today or publishing each profile 
separately as LinkedIn articles

• Be ready for the Editor to make edits before publishing and remember that once the article 
is submitted, the Editor doesn’t need to consult you about edits or formatting

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj32mbepjzkqgIn2pFsRH_fcicr0xpL_v8TuAwrumKObaI7Q/viewform


Demystifying 
publishing in social 

work education

Agata Dera 



https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/03/16/the-p
ower-of-lighting-in-a-virtual-classroom-tips-on-impro

ving-webcam-lighting-for-online-educators/ 

My first blog posts

https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/06/15/the-u
nprecedented-shift-into-teleworking-a-personal-story-

about-working-remotely-in-social-work-education/ 

My first two posts were published with 
Laurel Hitchcock on her blog “Teaching 

& Learning in Social Work”. 

Teaching & Learning in Social 
Blog

https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/

https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/03/16/the-power-of-lighting-in-a-virtual-classroom-tips-on-improving-webcam-lighting-for-online-educators/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/03/16/the-power-of-lighting-in-a-virtual-classroom-tips-on-improving-webcam-lighting-for-online-educators/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/03/16/the-power-of-lighting-in-a-virtual-classroom-tips-on-improving-webcam-lighting-for-online-educators/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/06/15/the-unprecedented-shift-into-teleworking-a-personal-story-about-working-remotely-in-social-work-education/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/06/15/the-unprecedented-shift-into-teleworking-a-personal-story-about-working-remotely-in-social-work-education/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/2020/06/15/the-unprecedented-shift-into-teleworking-a-personal-story-about-working-remotely-in-social-work-education/
https://laureliversonhitchcock.org/


about Laurel and her blog 

Dr. Laurel Iverson Hitchcock is an Associate Professor of 
Social Work and the BSW Program Director at the University 

of Alabama at Birmingham.

Teaching & Learning in Social Blog

lihitch@uab.edu
Twitter: @laurelhitchcock

How to work with Laurel: 
If you wish to write up a post for Laurel, please email her expressing your 

interest. It is great to approach her with your general area of interest to see if it 
goes well with her brand. If she is interested, she will help you narrow the topic of 

the blog post. 

Additionally she will provide some edits to your draft which is always really 
helpful. 

Approximate turnaround for a blog post from coming up with the idea to 
publishing is about a month or so.



General steps for writing 

01.
Come up with an idea. Over 

several days, write up 
everything you can think 

of 

02.
Write up a basic outline 

showing the general 
direction of the post. It is 
important to keep going 
back to it as opposed to 
writing it all in one 

sitting.  

03.
Get feedback - ask for edits 

(whether co-author, a 
friend, colleague etc.)  

04.
Take a deep breath and 

click POST! 



My general tips for publishing

Don’t ask yourself 
“WHY WOULD I GET MY 
WORK PUBLISHED?”, 

instead “WHY WOULD I 
NOT GET MY WORK 

PUBLISHED?” 

Do your research 

Divide up the work so 
you write while 

having fresh ideas 

Remember your 
community of social 

workers wants to hear you

Enjoy the process and 
be proud of the work 

you have done

Enjoy the process and 
be proud of the work 

you have done



● If you are not sure where 
to start, ask your 
colleagues for advice. 

● Express your willingness to 
write within the 
community! 



CREDITS: 
This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 

including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & 
images by Freepik. 

Please keep this slide for attribution.

THE END 
Thank you for your time. 

Happy Writing

-Agata Dera  

add2143@columbia.edu 
Twitter @agataddera 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:add2143@columbia.edu


Resources
● Teaching Journals Directory
● Podcasts related to research or student voices:

○ "Research in Action" Podcast
○ The Hidden Curriculum Podcast on RadioPublic 
○ Maintenance Phase 

● Articles that may be helpful re: your continuing higher ed journey:
○ Adjunct Teaching in Social Work Education: Practical Information for Using Your MSW in Higher Education
○ Evolving Education: Which Behavioral Health PhD Is Right for You? - Social Work Today Magazine 

● Author guidelines for social work publications:
○ Guidelines for Writers - SocialWorker.com 
○ Writer's Guidelines - Social Work Today 
○ Submissions | Columbia Social Work Review and Blog "The Amsterdam" 
○ For info / questions about submitting articles to NASW-NYC CURRENTS, the bi-annual official Chapter Newsletter: 

cares.naswnyc@socialworkers.org 
● Sample book review guidelines:

○ Book Review Guidelines - International Journal of Social Work Values and Ethics 
○ Guidelines for Book Reviewers: Journal of Applied Social Science 
○ Guidelines for Book Reviews in Journal of Social Work Research and Evaluation: An International Publication

● For Graduate Students | Columbia CTL  
● Language use:

○ Inclusive Language | PBS Standards 
○ Disability Language Style Guide 

https://facultydevelopment.kennesaw.edu/scholarly-teaching/journals/index.php
https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/research/podcast/
https://radiopublic.com/the-hidden-curriculum-6VLpdX
https://www.maintenancephase.com/
https://rdcu.be/dbjws
https://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/Summer22p30.shtml
https://www.socialworker.com/Guidelines_for_Writers/
https://www.socialworktoday.com/writers_guidelines.shtml
https://journals.library.columbia.edu/index.php/cswr/about/submissions
mailto:cares.naswnyc@socialworkers.org
https://jswve.org/about/book-review-guidelines/
https://journals.sagepub.com/page/jax/bookreviewerguidelines
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2004-19571-001
https://ctl.columbia.edu/graduate-instructors/
https://www.pbs.org/standards/inclusive-language/
https://ncdj.org/style-guide/


Q&A

Thank you, and good luck with your social work journey! 

If you’d like to connect on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthea-marquart/

Special thanks to Kevonyah Edwards, Saanya Advani, Aaron Kim, Carrie Fan, Adam Pellegrini, 
Ovita Williams, and the Action Lab for Social Justice
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