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+HE MARGINATL MAN IN HAWAII

Bverctt V. Gtanequist

When two or more races and nationalities rieet and live in a
cormwon territery under a single political and econoriic systeri, a
series of profound changes, biological as well as cultural, are set
in nction. 4t first, race relaticus assurie o predoninantly syribio-
tic or econonic character, but with further tine and acquaintance
rore intinate sceial relations develcp. Those ineclude the nixing of
blood and the transfer of culturc. The trend of change is toward
the deninant race and culture, If sufficient time is allowed a
new racial stcck and a new culture eventually arise out of this
contact and interaction.

The precesses of biclogical analganaticn and cultural assinila-
tion d¢ not proceed at equal speeds, nor do they eribrace nll perscns
tv the same degree. Sone individuals advance faster t'an others;
they are pioncers in a racial and cultural sense. They nay be of
nixed blood, but they are always of nixed culture. Their advanced
pesition expeses thenm to the higher tenperatures of the "rmelting-
pot"s in fact, the clash of cultures beconies = vital prcblen for
then, riore or less contrelling the evolution of their Personalitics.
48 pioneers in the brocess of fusion, they live on the riargins of
two groups, and so are terned "rarginal nen.'

The narginal person lives in twe sccial worlds-~sonetines three
cr even ncre in Hawaii. If he is of nixed race his very physical
oppearance usunlly indicates his bi-racinl or rmlti-racial origin,
Perhaps in his fanily life and iraditicns the diversity of cultural
backgrounds operate in the cgenditicning of his personality traits.
At a youthful age he becones ccnscicus of his diverse inheritance.
In propcrtion as there are social distances and racial precjudices
in the comrunity he ¢xperiences these as perscnsl preblens. Where
does he belong? fTc which racial greup? Is he inferior beemuse he
is nixed? Just what is the significance of being nixed in race?
Such questions may becere of deternining inportance in shaping the
flow of his thoughts, his deeper feelings about hinself, and the
direction of his socisal ccntacts and anbitions.

Race biologists are not agreed concerning the significance of
race nixture. The race scciologist views the problen as prinarily
social and cultural. If the nixed person so often is supersensitive
and self-conscious, harassed by uncertainty and inferiority feelings,
and perplexed about his conduct and social relationships, the answer
is to be found in the confiict of our socisl arrangezents, rather
than in the disharuony of the genes.

This hypothesis is not nerely speculative. It seeris to fit
the faets. One riethod of check is to conpare nixed races in various
parts of the world. If in Hawaii, for exanmple, the vart-Hawaiians
have nade such gocd records, dces it not reflff} the relatively good
opportunities and tolerance which exXist here?

Another check is to conpare the situation of the "cultural
hybrid" who is not a racial hybrid=--particularly the children of

Tl) The interested reader will find a fuller discussion of this
subject, as well as the general theory of the marginal rian, in o
forthconing volune.
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immdgrants who are assimilating a culture sharply different from
their parents. 1In Hawaii the comparisons are ready at hd.nd.° The
second generation Oriental, in particular, is in a marginal situa-
tion. He becomes ismericanized in his school, ylav and work con=
tagctey While in Wis fami]y life he receives the influence of the
apecestral cultures o .ich culiure does he bel@ﬂg? hnd what is
his status in the cwmmunltyﬁ Many will echo the statement of a
econd gzeneration Jiupanese: "We are not good Japan se in the cyes
of our parents, and the .mericans dc not believe we are really
americans} Just what are we?"! One notes that this situation=-=
like that of the mixed blood-=also produces dilemmas in conduct,
a heightened self-conscicusness and sensitiveness concerning racial
status, and ambivalent moods and sentiments, varying in intensity
agcording o the character of ithe indivicual's eXperience.

The problem should be viewed in terns of age and inuividxal
experience. The play-groups and the school=-rooms of Hawaili are a
pericd when race unconsciocusness is the general rule. Iere the
"melting-pot? functions naturally and spontancously. The prejudices
of the adult world have not disturbed the racial democracy of the
young people--except perhaps implicitly through obpmrutlon by means
of deviees like e private schocl and sclected residence. But the
widening renge of social contacts which come with adelescence brings
about a consciousness of race which is guite disturbing, PFPremature
encounters with race barriers hasten this racec consciousness, but in
any case¢e the problem of making a ,mreer will eventually intrude it~
self and focus the attention upon the significance of the racicl
gliredtdfioation.

What is the specinl character of i‘he marginal person in Howaii?
The subjecet is toc complex to describe here in detail, It involves
an anslysis of the peculiar system of race relations which has arisen
in the lslands, :

In a summary manner, Hawaii's system of race relaotions appears
1o be duad in nature: 4t conitaine 8 pettern oF couality ond T2 icrll-
linessg. and o pattern of lneguzlity ent bprojudies, G0 Tetmer 1o o
nlﬁaaot of the historic relaticnship between white man and Hawaliang
that ot inequality emerged around the economic, political and socipl
changes instituted by the plantntion system dkrlnf the latter part
of the 19th ecentury., Largely out of this system, with its *mporta-
tions of immigrant laborers, developed z hierarchy of races with
white americabis i eontrol.

Zhe pattern of race cgualitly is visible in the public relaticns
of the warious races snd the correlonted social cliguetite, in the
legal frecdom of rc ct‘l JH1OrmLIfngU, 18 the abcanco oF o code of
scgregation such =8 may be found in the Southern United States, and
in the loeal poelitical traditicone ond Instituflchs, The poltern of
inequality is evident in the plantation system and the general cco=-
nomic and cultural predominance of the white population, in the
sociql exclueiveness of the established white cormmunity and the
SUrvi VJHE mores of the varilous rooes, and At is sBigniticenily impli-
cit in the perslesting territorin: ututug of the Isisnds including

their speecial relationship with dinland public opinion as roZords
racg relations,
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The intricacy of this svstem is not apparent to the casual ob~-
server, and it is not clearly in the consciousness of many of the
inhabitants. Race consciousness and prejudice are not open and pub-
lic in Hawaii, and they are partly neutralized or driven underground
by a real measure of equality and friendliness. But each race-~
some ruch more strongly than others--seeks to maintaln a separate
social 1life, marry within itself, and favor its members. The cone-
trolling position of the Nordic umericans, or haoles, is particular-
ly important, for they rot only possess overwhelming economic power,
but al-.o represent imerican civilization and symbolize .nerican
control of the Idlsnds, Ihe olher vascial gro ps are [hus respond ino
primarily to american cultural values. But here ithe dilemmas arise.
Aassimilation, or .americanization, proceeds successfully tc the de-
gree t.at no barriers of race impede the movement. The equality
must be real and thorough-going. T“he feeling of many persons in
Hawaii that the white .merican is favered here--that those of darker
hue, particularly Orientals, can advance just so far, creates dis-
illusionment and throws the individual back upon hiz own group.

And then some smericans wonder why smericanization is not proceeding
more swiftly! Thus the second generation Orientals must often con=-
tend with the restrictive attitudes of two groups: their parents
who may view with much concern their rapid .mericanization; and
thosc haoles who urge .mericanization and yet draw a subtle line be-
yond which their hospitality cools.

“he problem of the Japanese second generation is mere difficult
than that of the Chineset: they are, on tle average, morc recently
established and consequently less .mericanized; their larger numbers
render tnemn rore conspicuous to the public; and they feel the reper=-
cussions of the stirgins in the relations of Japan and the United
States. BHach racial group in Hawaii has a different positicn, and
the marginal members of each reflect this differences

It is out of the dual pattern indicated above that the chief
problems of the marginal persons arise, wiether these are ccnceived
in terms of zocial contacts and intermarriage, or in poliijeal and
economic adjustrient. Some are acutely aware of their anomalous
position, and highly sensitive to the conccaled barricrs. These are
the more unericanized (“"haolified") and ambitious individuals. Some
accormodate themselves philosophically, satisfied with their measurc
of success, and even appreciative of those opportunities which Hawaii
offers. GSome (if of Oriental descent) go tc their ancestral lands
where their racial differences are not a problem~~-although this is
not a solution for those who bccome so Americanized that as children
they did not learn the mother-tongue. ilany believe that present
barriers will gradually give way and that the rapid rate of inter-
narriage and acculturation will produce a new Fawaiian race having
a somewhat distinctive culture. If and as this develops, the margin-
tal man--the racial hybrid as well as the cultural hybrid-- will be=-
cormie the dominant group in numbers. Assuming that external inter-
ference and local cecconomic crises can be averted, the futurc Hawaii
will then be based upon this intermediate group which is now viewecd
ag © problemn.




