ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE CREER NATION,
1565=1571

By Fielga . Harvimen®

The change in the econaic lite of the Creek Nation during the immediate
years after the close of the Givil War, from 1865 10 1871, teached revolu-
tionary praportions.

When the war ended, the Creek prople were deeply divided on political
issues and widely scattered outside of Lheir own borders. Theit location in
indian ‘Territory was south and west of the Cherokee Nation, principally
berween the Arkonsis and Canadian rivers, an. area chat betame a veritable
serman's land during the hostilities. With the existence of dangerous war-
time conditions, many Creeks wese forced to flee from their homes. Thowe
loyal 1o the United States were ked to the Nocth by Opothleyahala in 1861,
Estimated at fi000, or roughly half of the total Creek Nation, the group
senked in squalié refugee camps in Kansas for mest of the war. The Creck
citizens with Southern sympathies spent those dire years on Canfederate
sl in rhe Chickasaw and Choctaw natiens. Caleulated a1 6,500 strang, this
band fared relscively well wnder refugee ci

Repacriation of the Creeks occurred gradually theoughout 1865. In Feb-
runsy, the Morthern members of the tribe began to reoccupy their homeland.
Largely fullblooded and constrvative in outlook, they prefecred 1o retreat
inta the isolated blackjack hills of theit country. Many former slaves, who
had been attached to both the Northeen and Southern contingents, <one
arueted seulements in the valley beeween the Arkansas and Verdigris rivers.
'The teturn of the Souchecn Creeks was Facilitated by the preliminary peac
<onference at Fort Smith, Arkansas, in September, 1865 The Northern
delegation was led by Ok-tor how-sos-har-cha, known as Sands. Assured by
the conciliatory speeches of this delegation, the Sauthern Crecks underoak
their ecettlement near North Fork Tews on the Canadian river dusing the
following wineer months. Characicrized by their mixed bleod and theit
Progeessive aitirudes, they were |ed by Colone! Samuel Checate.

Abundaned properey in 1he Creck Nation fased poorly during the four
Years of war. The Northern Creeks alone esiimaved cheir losses ac more
than 5,000,000 Several examples indicate the extent of the damage 10
The aunher, 2 bormer siudent of De. Leftay H. Fisgher, Prolout of Hiswy amd Cinil W
8 il i rusemiy 3 member o che fcalty at Oblahoma Seme Univo ey
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homes and public buildings, Mothing was Iefuof the Creek Agency, sicusted
south of the Arkansas River ten miles wewt of Fort Gibson, “except loncly,
dilapidated chimneys, and here and there, solitary pairs of gute-posts.™* The
conncil houst ac Wekiwa Hulwe—High Spring—was comphesely deroyed,
The two mission schools, Tullhassee ncross the Arkansas River from the
agency and Asbury neat North Pork Town, were gutted. Nowonly were the
Crecks inadequusely hovsed in r86s. but they also had 10 begin snew the
preparation uf farmands. In 1856, an excimared [ i 5,000 acres of Greek
land was pnder cullivarion.” As the lands then wowlled Gisor 20 acics, ap-
praximacely 1,300 acres were being Farmed when the Civil War abropely in.
teccupted Creek lfe. All now lay in ruins (rom prolonged negleer.

Mare sinister in s immplicacons Urn the fae of Farm fande was the
denrwcrion of the Greck cantc hecds, which conatirured the main weabi af
the tribt in ante bellurm days. Lefe untended, 1he herds were easy prey for
marauders, Fully 300,000 head of catle, valued a1 $y.000000, were driven
from Indian Terricory during the Givil War. A band of cautle opezatars,
<omplerc with sctingls, sconsts and herdsmen drave berds to Kanses in 2
highly organized fashion! Appareatiy, some military and civil authorities
<onsidered the catle contraband and candoned the plunder, Major George
A. Reynolds, an Indian zgent deputized to break up the riding partics,
lamented that theh of Indian cattle was “a }:mﬁllble and semi-respectable
business.™® By the end of 1864, the Creck Nation had been completely
stripped o liresrock.

Under (hese cirumstances, the Crotks were an unerly impoveriched
Propls in 1865, When the gunis were silenced at the clase of the war, they
were dependent upoa the govecnment for subsistence zations. They noeded
6 rebuild theic mills and replace their destrayed agricultural implements,
seeds and breeding stock. Many Crecks were obliged to break geound with
hoes during the first pear of rocanstruction. Majar James W. Dunn, Creek
agen: ¢ the tme, also requested wearing apparcl Foc them in a ceport to the
Stuthern Superintenden of the Boreau of Indien Affairs, whe had jurit
diction ever the catire Tadian Territacy, “My people .. . are nearly destitute

3 James W. Dunn to Eliah Sefly, Sepamber 30, 1865, Urdied St Depariment of G
Interce, feport of the Commistioner of fndion APv: for 1863, e Session, gysh Cangrot
i Document 1340 (Washington: Gorerumant Prining Offce, t86s). p. 475
*Eliz Reclor 1n &, B, Greenwood, Cctober a3, 1850, United Stales Department of the
Ianctict, Ketems of b Comsmisnnacr of Indiem 48foit for (855, th Scuion, 364h Cabgees
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of clothing of any kind" he emphasized. “1 earnestly call youz atention 1o
the fact; if megk::ed‘ 1 shall not wish to remain here to witness the conse-
quent sulfering™

Just six. pears latee, the marerial status of the Creck peophe was radically
changed for the better. To elarify the grossth of the Creck sconomy between
1865 and 1871, it is nectssary to consider frst certain questions of population
and geogtaphy. Then saiticl iolormation, hich so eoquenly tlls the
tals of Creck ael in will be p
Figures, however, do not reveal the forces behind them. B:(zns: they were
pevoral officers in wribal economic afairs, the several Creck agents who
served in the period must be judged. The picture of Lhe Creck sconomy it
the irs crucial years of the recanstructian era will thereby be rouaded out.

A reliable census figure for the Creek Mation before the end of the aint-
weith century is impassible to find. Fzom 1832 to 859, the Crecks nom-
rered betsyoen 23,000 and 25,000 and the census of 1Bgg revealed a popula-
tion. of t3,550, which is accepted hers asindluding slaves. After a careful roll
callin 186, Dunn enumerated 11,815 Greeles, of whom 1,700 were Negroes.
Creek deathe resulting from the Civil War, in the light of 1his data,
amounied 10 1,725." [n the Report of the Conrenissiones of ndian Affairs for
1868, the Creck population was listed variously 35 12234, 12,003 and 14,3968
Inspivc of fluctuaions, che figure of 13,304 appeared most frequenly in the
official eports betwecn 1867 and 1870, It was increassd to an estimated 13,000
in 171, Thus, the Creek populstion was elatively stable and stood at some-
thing over 12,000 between 1865 and 181

The Negroes had formed an important dlement in the Creck Nation sinee
the cighteenth century. Most Creeks felt little prejudice agoinst inter.
mareiage with Negroes, cven as slaves, and accepeed them as frec citizens at
the conclusion af the war. Majer General Joha B, Sandborn, Commissioner
for Regulating Relstions berween Freedmen in. the Indian Terricory and
thelr Formee Masters, spoke for many government officials when he judged
that che Negroes were "the most industriots, econvmical and, in oy 7e-
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speets, the more intelligent portion of the population of 1he Indizn
ercitory"®

Under the Treaty of 1366, the Coteks were foreed (o setl the unseuled
wasters hulf of the domain granted to them in 132, when they were ce.
moved from Alsbama and Georgia, The huge sccession of 3,250,560 acres
did not affect trading patierns established before the Civil War. Such dis.
ruption was leit to the railraads, which began 1o push chrough the Creck
Nation in 1571, In the 1865-1871 petiod, Creek 1rade was stll dependea
upon twa overland wagen roues: the Texas Hond, leading from Fort
Gibsrt down the castern sge af the Nation to Nonh Fork Tawn, and th
Califarnia Road, running just below the Greek Nacion's sauthern fro
Fraimity to these roads, a5 well 35 to rivers navigable during the spring,
caueed two sites 1o continuz 3 Aourishing wading centers—the Creek
Agency and North Fork Town.

The Creck Agency was the mere important of the tws communities. Lis
siver trade sas handled at a landing near Theee Forks, where the Arkansas,
Verdigris and Grand civers converge. The landing and the Texas Road were
connected ta the trading centee, which was located near Fern Mountain
several miles to the west, by a wellused road. Alter the invereuption of the
war, business resumed officially at the site when the post offite was rein-
stated in May, o

At least fifty Indian and Negro families lived a¢ the agency in the pos-
belium period. Duns exccted 2 double log houst, situated sonse distance
from vhe square in a fild, For his office. James A. Patierson’s store becarne the
principal criporium 4t the agency. Called the "Picket Store,” it was con-
structed of blackjack posts suck in the goound and daubed with red clay.
Patterson was assaciated in the business with George W. Stidham, a resident
af North Fork Town wha had been @ merchant in the area before the war.
Oxher stores were opecated by 1. 5. Atkinsan and o Mr. Parkinsan. Sopha
Cansrd ran a cake shap, while her husband sold whiskey. An ion kept by o
Negress, Aunt Sarah Dasis, was Fumous for clean aceomadations and good
food. Je was iypical af the froatier Laverns of the time. Inside a fenced yard
were severs] lag cabins: ane for a lcitchen, one For a dining room and the
others far bedroams. joseph Sandheimer, a German, based his fur Lading

8 jahs B, Sundbeen 10 James Hurlen, January 5, 1866, United State Gepartment of e 10~
wrice, Bepart of ube Comminan of ladian Afais v 1586 {Washingono: Gurernmem Prineg
Office, 18663, p. 3By

10 Grorge B, Skirk, "Firt Pow Officos within the Baundaries of Qlshama,” Ths Chrptictes
of Dietoms, Yol. KXVE, B 2 (Summer, 1948}, . 298; Grand Foseman, Wnudorre, 10
Biagraphs of ur OMuhoma Town (Nesman: Univariits of Oklahoma Trcas, 1543), p. 13
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acaivities a1 the ageney.™ The Southern, Superintendeney ws even located
there for a pear prior tathe dissolution of the office in 1869, With the coming
of the railroad, business ax the agency gravitaned to the new tawn of Mus,
koges, which veas rapidly developing nearby, and the post offce was closed
in 1473, 'The Creck Agency iwsell swas amalgamaed inva the Union Agency
<uablithed at Muskogee shoruly thereatter.

ot only did the Texas Koad run through North Fork Town, but it was
it a the conflucnce of the Canadian and the North Fork rivers oot far
from the Califarnia Road. | had  nawrl Tocation for wading. Al the
war, the comenunity had been rebuil to include several storcs, a saw meill, 3
boarding house 1nd a number of homes. Mercanvile exoblishmenrs were
opecated by Stidhain, Gray Eagle Scales and William Nerc, a Negra, The
ot offies was reinstared in service in April, 7. Morth Fork Town was
desigrated a: one of three Negro towns among the forty-in selements in
the Creck Nation, Perhaps this explains why a Negro ciizen of the period,
the Reverend Sugar T. George, sccved as towa king for twenty-ove yeass.
The raitroad braught daom to the tavwn a3t had o the ageny, but a year
Tater, Husinesses weee moved to the new community of Eufauki, and the
postaffice was hargely unused after 1875,

As the priacipat Indion meeting place, the Creck capital was 2. patential
rading ceneer. After the war, the Crecks selected a new location for their
capital in the geagraphical heart of their country, named it Gkmulgee and
consirueted a two-stary log council house there in (868, Okmulgee then was
sirunied on ¢ lonely prairic shiruy-five ralkes from the ararcst posc effice and
hampercd by a kick of suitsble drinking waver. Nevertheless, 2 post ofice
was opened a the site the lallowing year, John E. Furner, Capsain Frederick
Ballord Severs, 3 Captain Sanger and 3 Captain Belcher cardied on wade
there by the end of the decade, Turner found a brisk marke for fancy
saddies, which he offered in exchange for buffalo hides, and issued goods 1o
the Cracks doring the winter months in retucn for promiscs of curtle ta be
delivered in the spring. Regardless of much conversation about moviag the

L Debo, The Rond 1o Disappoarumie, 1 285 W, Tarter, “Evens A hc Musfomrs
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ageney 1o Okenlges, these plans mever came 1o froition, nd the Creck
capital remained o isolaned village ™

CGreek progres in agriculiors] owput during carly reronstruction was
spectacular. Even in the diffcult drys of 1865, the veibe more than doubled
culiivared acrcage over the 1,300 acres reporced in thsy. Within 2 twospea
span, acreage was doubled yer again o 6ioon, Capeain Frensis Almon Field,
e Creek agent, reporied in 1870 that there were “mars acres of ground
caltivred i year than were cver known before.™t He was gailly of 2

marked Tn e, fully a8

“A sty of corn, the great dependence of the people, corroborates the cone
clusion that the Creeks becarve an agricultural people after the Civil War
to an extem unknown, in their previous history. In 1836, they had 3no00
bushels of surplus corn to sell. Ducing the 1Bact, <orn Yields reached the
highest devels of the pre-war period, In 1846, for cxsmple, over 100000
bushels weer exported. The i8g0s were years of agriculural depressi
caused by severe drought and consequeatly yrara of food shorages.? From
1865 10 1By1, 2 surge in corn production beyond the high levels reported
i 1he 18405 can readily be seen. 2n 1866, 1he Creeks raised 125,000 ushels of
aonn. Because government refif was discontinaed in hat year, the figure of
125,000 bushels p represcnts d ion for the 12,000
ciizens of the Greek Nation. In 71, the Crecks raised fzgca bushels of
corn or an cxport erop of 50,000 bushels, Nor only did the corn surplus in-
creasc five timas over thas of 1946 but a much smalkr population exisied to
produce i

Jn unprecedeneed usc of the plow can alsobe noted in other Creck har-
verts, While under 10,000 bushels of potatecs were grown annually between
1865 arnd 1868, the 1871 putata picld was ton,o00 bushels, Tornip crops grew
in size. Wheal and oat harvest decreased in the years under study, but they
vert aal an impartan ltcm in the Creek diet. The Creek agent also ceporred
i 1471 that the Grecks hud produced: 1,200 bushels of peamuts worth $1,2005

1L, N, Rebiton to N, G. Taylor, Navember 16, 1868, Repor of the Commissisner of
Indian Afaire for it p e, "Evens Armig the Muskogess during Siaty
Yein," The Chvonicles of tufiehoma, Vol. X, X.pp 23, 37-ak
HP, A, Field wr B & Pagker, Scaember 1, b0, Uaibed Suies Depanrent of the Interior,
Fepot of she Commisioner of Indian Afain for réze (Wakingian: Greeramen: Friming
o i oy
Jorman b Crbre, “Panea ndan Agseuus o Ok The Cheomites of

ﬂww. X2, No, 3 (Autumn, 1045]. BP. 734, 338, 245; Jamcs Logan to W. Medil,
Navember g, 1ty umux i War Department, Repars of the Comommthionss of Indion
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700 bushels of pecans valucd st $1,400; 7000 pounds of ¢otron worth $1:250;
and. 1,20 pounds of tobacea walued 2t 436, Obviously, the Greehs were
awsimilined into the white man's ccanomy on an ograrian base. Dunn ob.
served, “They have sucrendered the spoils of the chise for the fruite of
[ —

‘Although the Creeks increased lintstock holdings in the 1855-187¢ period,
they had ot regained their eminence in this area. Yigarous measures were
taken by the Southern Superintendeat v i th illegel can thefs, The

llcd the <hicls to prohibic caule sales in 1866.7
Butl- &dzn] x..d Ium[ policies secmed to be beeficial, for the numbse of
catde in the Nation grow from 1,600 wo 25,000, Stides in ownership of
horses and swine were alsa made.

Conscruction was hindered by a Jack of saw mills, Dunn reporecd in 1868
that no one appeared “eaterprising or courageous srough <o supply the
demand.* The 1,000 homes bulle between (865 and 1877 were log ones
Hlowever,inthe latee year, 25000 et of Lumber were sawed and s saw
mills were § v iths, bvious building acxivi-
ties, wece supported by the Creek government after (86 Progres seemed to
be the warchword in ennstruction following 2 slow start.

The agents amsigned to the Crecks were in 4 potition w0 influence eco-
nomic development more than any oher single individuals, They adsnin-
istceed the onsiderable Anancial obligavions of the United States govern-
ment 1o the Creek Nation, The Creeks, 45 most Indians, were dependent
wpen federal annuity and cther payments. These may ar may nos have
bindered sell-suficiency; nevertheless, much money passed through the
hiands of the Grock agents. For cxample, in 867, $2a0,00a in <ash wis dis-
wributed by the agene under the terms of the Treaty of 1866, and in 195,
$142.ig0 was paid ou w0 sucwiving orphans or their descendenis 43 stipulated
i the Treaty of t83z. The gueat trust reposed in all Indian agents was recog-
hized in the highest office of the Indian Buteau, Commissioner Deneis N.
Coaley stressed the necessity of abtaining scrvices of "u class of men whe
may be expected ta keep alock fram . . . reprehensible conduet.” Commis-
sioner N. G;. Taplor mentioned “thc heavy bondd” under which agemts were

8 James W, Dune o Fames Wortham, August 33, 3865, Krsors of the Commaniou o
Iadian Agfaics for 1967, » 321,
5T fumes W, Dynn,
e it 2
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13

ik Sclts, Dendet, 1R66, eporr of 2he Comigtipace of Indiad




THE CREEK NATION

Jacrd® Not oaly did the agents secve 2 cesponsible Financial oficers, but
they eould advise the Indians in their siruggle for survivalin the white man's
wworld. .5, Lyon, the agent in 1871, suggested 2 model farm at the agency
for this very pucpose®

Four men functioned as Greck agents in the years 1845 1o 81 Major
Genege Ax Cutler was agent for the Northern Creeks fram. 1861 e July,
1hi3, At that time, Jarnes W, Dunn ook aver che office, which he held until
July, 1B6g. Francis A, Fiehl succesded Dunn for a periad of fiftcen months.
“Afier 3 vacancy of six monthy, the agency was filled by Lyon in April, .
This eivilian appointment resulted (rorn 2 law probibiting the employment
of Army officers gutside military positions.”? Boeause their tenure was
Jongest and spanned the years most crucial t this discussion, Curler and
Dunn were the most important men to evaluae,

There were indications that Cutler was implicated in the notarious cantl
saids. Colonel William A. Phitlips, whe led the Firsc Regiment of the Indian
Heme Guards during the war, apparently cmbarked on 3 personal crusade
on hehalf of the Indians during 1864, In January, 1865, he charged Colonel
William G. Caffin, then in charge of the Southern Superintendency, and the
agents under him of irregular acts. Cutker was forced to defend himself in
April, 1865 “T harve never made gains or speculated jn nny way with eartl
the Ine terrivary,” he wrate There were some indications that Supcrin-
sendens Coffin's adminisiration wos riddled with misdeeds, and Cuder must
have knawn abaut this stwation, if now guilty of outight dishencaty him-
self.* Dunn mer Cutker in Kansas to take aver the Creek Agency, and after
Curler had velinquished books, papess and 4 few bank vouchers, be alleged
that there was no more government property in his hands. Dunn did not
find any additional vouchecs at the temporary Creek Ageney, then located
it Fort Gibison in the Chernkee Nation. Msking no accusations, unn none-
theless saw Fit 1o report these details to his superior afficer.?®

213, M. Laniley o James Harlan, Cetwber 30, 1865, Rrpor of the Cocttimionss of trdian
44t or 1865, . 1705 15, G, Tayloe 1o 0. H. Broning, Nosemhes 33, 1868, Fepo? of the
Commmiatomer f Ladian Afloes foe 4883, . a3
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While Curler's work lies under the shadow of suspicion, Duan'’s record
deserves much credic. His thorough reports speak volumes for his efficiency
and reliabilivy. He wished to isalate the Indians on reservations, serist theie
assaciarion with white men and develop beir slbaviRiency. Hoterer
Dunn's views on Creek secongirugtion are judged, they were mativated by a
genuine affection. for the people in his care. Dunn strangly belicved thay
promises made to Indians should e kept, and he championed the couse of
the Creek arphans, whase claima under the Treaty of 1832 were ignored far
aver thirty years. He olso warked in vain for a revision of the Treaty of 1866
to benchit the Creeka™ At a time when the dearth of good Indian agents
wos loudiy lumented, the Creeka were fortunate to have Dunn in theiz midst,

A reappraisal of ccanomic conditions in the Creek Nation just after the
close of the Civil War reveals giant strides in many dircrtions, Whetber in
crap production, in animal husbandry or in bousing starts, the accent was on
advanement, Underncath all of these manifestations of progress lay a reve-
lutlonary change in Creek Jife. The Creek was ne longer prim:
ing hunier out of step with the modern world desclaping so rapidly around
him, bur a peaceful farmer whe belonged to his envicanmene, There were
wighin the Creck Nation ¢lements which colled for o “restoration of the old
Taws, manners and customs, drifting back \oward the dark pase,” but the
old means of livclibood <ould nen be disincerred™ Assimilation inka the
white man's economy was inevitable. That the pach was made easier by
represencatives of the United States gavernment is significont, Wharever
accusations can be leveled against the white man for his abuse of the Crecks,
among them is not the alieration of Creek econemic life.

2 fames W, Do r.lw- Selli. Ckroer, 186 lrplw of the Commitsonss of Lidion
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“Unratificd Treaty with the Coecks, 1868, The Chrasicles of Ohiakoma, Vel ¥V, Now 3
(Sepacrmber, e5zH), pp. 343547
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