THE ASSIDUOUS WEDGE: WOMAN SUFFRAGE AND
THE OKLAHOMA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

By fames R, Wrigh, fr.+

“Undoubredly the most radical organic low ever adopted in the Union” was.
the way Lyman Abbott, famed clergyman-editar of The Qutlook, dexcribed
the Oklahoma Constitution shartly after it was ratificd in September, 1907."
nd Oklabama's lattcr-day histarians have continued 1o concu. Victor E.
Harlow pronaunced the Sponer State’s fundomental law “one of the most
pragressive ever eazeted by any state.”” James S, Buchanan and Edward
Evercn Dale added that it was even almast radical for its time." Ta Keith
L. Bryant, Jr., biographer of the president of the constitutional convention,
Willism H. Murray, the constitution “was 3 living testimonial to the on-
Gnation of Populist ideolagy after thos and the blending of this philosophy
ke Abboty befare them, these moder chromiclers
novative provisiens for the canerol of corporatians,
for the mandatory primary and for the inidadive and referendurm tosupport
thelr <onclusions. But unlike Abbatt, they overkooked one seemingly
anomalous limitaxion in the nearly gopoe-sord document. “Of the other
multitudinous provisions of the Constitution,” wrote the astute old New
Englander, “it ‘may be noted 25 0dd that 5o radieal an instrument should
have restricted woman's suffrage 1o school elections.™

However, was the resiriction oa the right 1o vote really =0 odd? Or did
it only appear odd? Alter all, what Abbott was aitempring o describe was
the swark of men swith whom he had littke in common. IF mast of the dele-
gates to the Oklahorna Constitutional Canventian auld be said 1o share
with Abbor the label “progressive,” they cereainly did nt share his back-
ground. Two-thicds of then were born in the South; and their brand of
progressivism was distinetly regional.

In 1915, 4 young New York Univessity professor, Besjomin Parke De
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Witt, called attention to the three tendencics in American polities which,
"hecause of ther universality ond deBniteness, . may be sod to consttute
the real progressive movement

The first of these vendencies is found in the insisience by the best men inall
political parties that special, minarity, and corrupt influcnce in government
—mational, state, and city==be remaved; the second tendency is found in the
domand that the structure or machinery of gavernment, which has hitherte
beea admirably adapted to control by the few, be o changed and modified
that it will be more diffcalt for the Jesr, and eatier for the many, 1a control;
and, inally, the third Wndency is found in the rapidly prawing tonviction
that the functions of goverasient at present ace toa restricted and thar they
mug be incwased and extended to relieve social and ceenetmic distess.

“In advocating greater control by the people aver povernment,” De Wit
clabarated

the prageessive movement has In view not only an inercase in the infuence
exercited by veters in polirics, buc alio an increase in the nwnbier of thore
the entire progreseive
mowement is based s that every pacmal eitizen whe is mentally and motally
fi nct anly has the zighi, bt i alse under 3 duty 10 partcipate in the sclution
of palitical problems. Holding this point of vicw, those who belicve in the
rovement <an find no togieal reasan why women should not, and every
Togical reason why they should, have the right la vaie,

Euen though 2 “real” progressive like De Witt could find no reason for
refusing (o grant wanots squal suffrage, the majority of the delegates to
the Okluhoma Consitutional Convention cotld; and their reasans, hawever
illogical, reveal the tcue nature and peceliar Gimitations of Southern
progressivism.

Equal suffrage had been demanded initially by o small handiul of New
England women at Sencea Falls, New York, in 1848, A quareer century after
the Civil War it had become a plank in the platforms of Lbera] reformers
everywhere. In May, 1831, the delegates to the firs: national canvention of
the Feople’s party, meeting in Cincinnati, Ohia, had conchuded tha ihe idea
of voles for wamzn was sa clearly in line with the doctrine of popular rule
that it could nox logically be denied a place in their reforra package, They
had, thereface, resolved “that the question of universal sufl
mended 1o the favorable consideration of the variows sates and territories.™
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It should be noted, howeser, that few of the delegates whe ateended the
Cincinnai Convention were from the South. In that region, in succerding
years the Fact that the demand for woman suffeage was never completely
disasociared from its Northern saurces created ohstacles o its fulillment
that were not encountered elsewhere.,

Tn that part of the South which was to became Oklzhoma, the movenent
for worman sulftage began an March 1g, thea, with the founding, by Mrs.
Margazes O. Rhodes, of Ollhoma Territory's charter chapter of the
Wamen's Christian Temperance Unian ar Guthric, the territorial capital,
Because membership in the Wamen's Christizn Temperance Union pra-
vided  social owler for the gregarious pioneer woman, the organization
peewr napidly. By the ead of the spring, ten other chapters had been ormed
and welded into a terrorial society with Mrs. Rhades ot its head, In Oc-
vaber, 1890, while the First Temitorial Legislatore was busily engaged in
adopting a eode of laws for the ierritory, represenuatives of the various
Women's Christian Temperance Union locals assernbled i the capital tor
lobby for legislauan in Evar of prohibition and woman suffrage. The cam-
paign achiesed only [ sueeess, Although women were ted the
right s vote in school elections, a proposal to scrike the word “mak” from
the general franchise Jaw failed vo pass the Tercivorial House of Repre-
sentatives by three votes.

Nipped in the bud by the legislalure’s fiasty reccpcion, the suffrage move-
ment cerained more or less dormant in Gklabama Terrtory until Ociobez,
1Bos, when Mrs, Carric Chapman Cac,, chairwaman of (e newly ap-
painted Ocganization Cammitter of the NavenakAmerican Weman
Sufrage Assaciation, dispatched Lauta A, Gregg 1o organize the erritory.
Fresh from the Kansns association's unsuccesstul campaign of 1594, Miss
Gregg spent more than 3 month kecturing 2t the major towne along the
raute of the Rock [dond and Sant Fe radrads, The lovely suffragene cli-
Tuaxed her taur 21 Gutheie on November 17 and 12 by arganizing a dozen
Natinpal-Ameriean Woman Suffrage Asadtion locats inta a territoria) sux-
fiary with Margaret Rees as president. Disserninated by Misses Gregg and Recs
and another national organizer, Mrs. julia B. Neisen, who visited Oklshoma
Terricory in the summer of 1995, the doctrines of the organization, Jike
thase of the Women's Christian Temperance Union, quickly met with faver
amang Oklahama women, The second anaual eonvension of the verritorial
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THE CHRONICLES OF OKLAHOMA
wiliary, held in Guthric, June 7 and 8, 1856, roted 2 sharp incresse in

membership.

Berwern. chos, when the First Oklaoma Testorial Legisature sefeaied
the suffrageties” initial bid for the franchise, snd 1896, foue states had given
wemen the vere, Wyaming in bge and Utah in 1896 had guarameed equal
sufltage in the constitutions undor which they had emered stacehaod,
while Colorads in 1893 and Ldaho in 2896 had ¢mended the franchise to
wamen by consitutional amendment.'® I the spring of 187, heartened by
the movement’s two most recent triumphs in the Wese, snd hoging to take
advantage of the vicrory in the previous winter's rerritorial clections of the
reform-minded Populist-Demecradic “fusionists," Miss Recs drafted a bill,
which was introduced in the Oklahoma Territorial Houss of Representa-
Gives, granting bull vering cights w wamen. Fallowing an exhaustive cam-
paign, in which Miss Recs's cwn efforcs weze augmented by those of Ms.
Laura M. Johns, 2 Nationnl-American Woman Suffeage Assaciation o
‘ganizer from Kansss, the bill passed by a vore of thineen o ning, only to be
kilted in the Oklahoma Territorial Council.

“The suffragettes, cather than being discouroged by this second setback,
were buoyed by prospects of immincnt victory. They determined ¢ Jaunch
20 cven larger drive the following year. In Septermber, thof, Mrs. Catt
ordezed Mary . Hay to the Lermitary o arrange the campaign. A month
later, the chairwoman of the National-American Waman Suffrage As-
sociation’s Organization Committes came herself ta see that mn:lings were
held in every tawn and lacal committees appaiated 10 cireulaic petitions.
Plans for the coming crusade were completed in November during the
National-American Woman Suffrage Association Auxiliory's fourth an-
nu:l convention at Oklahoma City, where Mrs. Rhodes, founder of the

al Wamen's Christian Temperance Union, was clected president.
Miss Gregg, who had bren summoned by Mrs. Can 0 eplace Miss Hay as
the association'y chicf propagandiss, was s @ Gethric w <uwblish
headquareers,

The Terricorial Legistavere convened the first week in Januacy, 1boe, and
wan immediacely deluged by 3 ood of pro-suffrage petitions. “The surngest
and best men <spoused our cawse.” Mos, Caut reported Later, “aad the oue
Jowk seemed propitious.”'® However, the chairwonaan had failed 1o reckon
with the vagaries of politicians. Because of a0 "ualortunate quarcel” which

30 Mgt oct and bt sister, wsscther with their imothcr, M. Rachet Rocy Gritfidh. wets lower
taued 34t =Methets of Exal Suauc im Oklshonta,
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THE ASSIDUOUS WEDGE

arase between the eereitarial governar and the legistature, the work of the
Jateer was seriously showed. <nly 3 week remained in the session when a
woman suTrage bill finally passce the Tereitorial House of Represnvatives
by a vore of fourkeen to cen. The sulfragertes immediately focwsod their ot
wention on the Territorial Council. Bur there, in spite of Mrs, Caw's subse-
quets asenion that " majarity were pledged 1 suppor: ovr measuce,*

nerits of equal suffrage carcied out a week-tong Elibuster which pre-
venie the bill from coming 1aa vare."*

If the pacraw defeat, by isclf, meccly dismayed the sufragettes, the
Lnowledge that they had been betrayed by a councilman “who far thirty
years, in 2 neighbaring Siate, had been an avowed friend of sufrage,” and
wham "even the cnemies” of cqual suffeage bad expersed 1o champian the

roposal, was enaugh to raise therm to the height of womanly wweath, “Why
did he fail us?” wailed Mrs. Cait. Asking did “he senounce the faith of o
Jifetime? No. Did the snfiragizts offend him? No,” Mrs, Cac stated that,
“even il they o donc sa 9 man of chacacuer does not change his views in =
momeat for 2 pecsonal whim, Why, then, this change? Any member of the
Legishwure, for or agwins suffrage, if he would speak a5 frankly ra aihers
a5 he did to us, would vell you it was for raoney.” As for the source of the
bribe, “cumor was plentiful” declared Mrs, Catt, the “saloons all over
Oklahorma, with 3 remackable unanimity of knowledge, boscd bifore.
hand chran che bill was Jilled and tha thix man. was the innrumens which
We had won the victory,” she concuded, “but a crite

The refusal of he 1o Territoris] Legishaure o puss a woman suffrage
bill marked the beginning of another fvc-year hiaws in the progress of the
woman suffrage movement in Oklahoma Territory, The suffragists realized
that without the endorsement of at least one of the major political parti
Eurther sttempts ie gain the franchise would prve Eruitss, Only a signifi-
ot change an the teeroral palitcal dimate would usdly a resewed
eflor:.

Fortonately, in 1go4, sueh an aleratien ecturred. With the passage by the
Yower hause of the Filty.cighth Congress of the Humilton Bl providing for
the admission 1o sutetiood of Oklahorms, Indian, Arizana and New Metica
territorics under the nomes of Oklahoma and Arizona, the sulleagemce
oniceagain began to st

‘scaichooul proten” precipitaial by Uil Seaes House
‘Hamilion Bl is .. ol ¥, pp. 133-30.
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One clause in the Hamilion BUI, thar dedaring rhat the “Siae shall never
enact any law restricting er abridging the rights of sulfrage save aod except
an account of ilkiteracy, minerity, sex, convietion. of felony, mental condition
or residence,” way especially upseiring v the sufrageues'” Th leaders of
the National-Ameczican Weman Suflzage Assodiation lunched 3. natlon-
wide protest againat the objectionable pasrage. In Seprember, a cireular
lecter denouncing the Hamilton Bill and signed by the presidents of such
arganizations 41 the Nawonal-American Woman Sufftage Assciacion, the
Women's Christian Temperance Union, the Council of Jewish Warmen,
the Teachers' Federation, the Catholic Women's League and the Ladies of
the Grand Army of the Republic, was mailed 1o more than 54000 sufira-
geues, The Business Commituee of the Mational-Amecican Woman Suffroge
Assceiation ceporied lacer that “perhaps ho fome (pORLINSOUS cespones was
ever given ta anyvhing than to this lever, All sorrs of socicties, nor of women
amly, but of men nd of women, protested.® Hundreds of lecters praying

¥ Quone in Prarcrdings of ke Thimry-Sesenih Ansel Camiearion of the Navomst: Americit
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#embers of the Oklahoma Constitutional Convention who heard the report of
the Suffrage Commities which classtd warnen with “felons, paupers, lunatics
and idiots" a5 unqualified to vat.

for the defeat of he Hamilton Billin the United Stares Seaste poured into
the office of Senator Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana, chairman of the Cora-
mitiee an Territoriex. Finally, ncar the end of the second week in December,
Senanor Deveridge notificd the Navional-American Woman Suffeage As-
saciation headquartess that the United States Senate, *in aecordance with
your wery rezsomable request,” had voted unanimously o srike the word
“scx” fromn the qualifying chse.!®

While the Hamilton Bill was siill being debated in Congress, the
Matianal- Americon Waman Sufleage Assaciaton “in response o ledters
sent from Oklatioma,” ordered the ever-willing Miss Gregg to reorganize
U erritory ™ Early in March, 1904, Miss Gregg arrived in Gudhrie, whece
she estoblished headquarters. There "she found things in a chactic condi-
Gon,"” Mrs. Biggers, onc of the werritory's leading suffcagenes, subsequently
vated, "for though twice before Territorial Assotiations had been organized,
the wsual dificuldies in the way of keeping alive an organization in 2 new
coumiry were encauncered."™ Miss Gregg began at orcé o carrespond with
Bast membess ond to organiee new clubs in Guthrie, Oklshoma Ciry and

[
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the ather principal towns. Mrs. Julia L. Woodworth, president of the Okla-
homa City club, arranged a tour for Miss Gregg and during the next cight
months the indzEatigable organizer lectured ac Womer's Christian Tem-
perance Union coaveations, Grand Army of the Republic encampments,
teachers’ institutes, wamen's clubs, business colleges and country school
bens:raetings. Eaely i Decepbes, De. Ana Howard Show, presilent of
the Woman Suffrage Assetiation, jeinicd Miss Gregg
o s e o Targer towns.

On Decernbez 15, 1964, delcgaees from Oklzhoma and Indian terriories
met in Dllzhama City for a two-day canvention. Dr. Shaw cptned the first
session by reading 2 newspaper repact anmouncing tha the United Sraves
Senate bad stricken the sex qualification from the Hamilton. Bill, Alsa read
was a Ieeter from Suran B. Antheny, hanorary president of the Nutional-
American. Woman Suffrage Assoriation, wacning that "o stone should be
et unturned ta secure suffrage for the women while Oklahoma is yet
Tertitory, lor if it cames into the Union without this in s constitutien it
wark 1 canvert over one:half
iz warming, the conveation. of-
gonizd the Tho Terrhori) Worn Sulfrage Asaciation, with Mrs.
Biggers as president. The convention closed with the adoption of 4 resolu-
ion declaring that there shovld never be enacted “any law rearictng the
right of suffroge on secount of sex, race, color or previaus wadition of
serviude"t

Although the Hamilion Bill was eventually defeated in the United States
Senate, thres other sutehood bills, each contsining the Hamilton 151l sex
clavse, were introduced in the Okizhoma Tecritacial Legislarure. One of the
hills wa reponted favorably. Notwithstanding their “dizmay at the thought
af the time snd lsbor which another genceal protest would invalve,” the
Jeaders of the Twin Territoria] Woman Suflrage Assaciation prompily
called 1. conferenee with the officers of the Territorial Women's Christian
Temperance Union, and soon hundreds of leiters Aaoded the legishature.
Mrs, Piggers dislosed later that "unc of the Senators, though opposed 1o
womin suifrage, declured that the clause must o to save the Legislatuce
fram being buried in leters from women.” Another young man o
suffrage headquarters, declaring that *if there are not mea enough in the
Capital City to prevent the Legislature from heaping such insuhs upon
Oklzhoma somanhood, call upon the young men of the Tertitory, and we
will come in cur mighe, and fight that bill, with our s, if nced be.” For-

=2 Sianian, Anihony, Gage smi Haaper, el Hisiery of Woman Sufrage, ol V1, p.330.
lbid,p. yan,

438



THE ASSIDUCUS WEDGE

qunarely, the nesd 1o resort to vislence prowed unnccessary. Alkhovgh the
bill pasted the Territorial House of Representatives, it was Killed in 1he
Terricorial Council. Mrs. Biggers stated subsequeatly, "The stwrm of pro-
1ests opened the eyes of men who supposed that women were indificrent
about the suffcage” 3

Such a belicf map have stemied in part from awareness of the apathetic
regeptio. given the equal suffrage mosemant in [ndian Teccirary. Cerainly.
passage of the Hamilton Bill by the United States House of Representatives
had revealed 1w the Nadional-American Woman Suffrage Asaciation the
need for organizing the Indian Tercitory women. Early in January, 1905,
Dr. Frances Woods was delegated 16 begin that work. Together with Miss
Gregg, Di. Woods addressed th ings of scores af ions all over
the territary. ‘These keetores, “which afforded no apportunity 1@ organize
clubs," were nevertheless " powerful means of creating sentiment. ™ At
\he sarme time, pro-suffrage articles were mailed 1o ncarly atl the newspapers
inthe two territories, and it was later seported that about seventy.five of the
papers published them, Gne issuc of the Grkinenra Messenger, the Women's
Ch p Unitas organ, was devoted solely 1 woman sufltage.
AL the end of the year, Mrs. Biggers ceported 10 the National-American
Worman Suffrage Assicistion, "We have had @ most successful yeac, and
offer our report in profound gratitude ta the National Asaciation for its
gonerous holp, and pledge our faithful strvice and loyal co-aperation (or the
coming year,"™"

In 1906, a5 the prospects for staehoad brightened, interest in woman
suffrage grew phenomenally. Ax the end of the year, the president of the
Twin Tertitorial Wosman Suffrage Associavion reporved a thirtyone per-
<ent gain in membership. Much of the inercase was due, of courst, to
<ontinued organizational work of Dr, Woods and Miss Gregg. But local
sullrageties also contributed chelr share. It was they whe placed small
packages comtaining pro-suffeage liscrature in farmers' wagons on Satur-
daps; it was they who bullt the Roax that won frst prize in the Labor Day
parade at Tulsa in the Greek Navion it was thep who set up - rest ront ar the
ageiculiural fair at Chickasha in 1he Chickasw Nation. Indeed, one of the
highlights of the year's wark was provided by the Oklahama City dlub. Ta
answer the eli-repeated charge 184t mast women really cared little about
vating, the Oklshoma City suffrogenes conducted an cutensive cxmpaign
10 g2t women o register and vaie in the city school lection, Meetings were
feld in every waed and lecturers wece sent 10 address the women teachers
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in cach af the city's schools. More than 6o women responded 10 the
suffrageties’ ples by registering. Due w0 an election day storm, only abous
o2 women acvually cast sheir votcs. Sull, the rampaign was deemed a com-
plete suceess. Mrs. Biggers hersell bebeved “this was 3 praciical reply to
that wamen did nat wans the ballor. ="
of 1906, the suMlcagencs finally began te reap the sewards
of theiz serenuous <tforte, Gn June 16, Presicken Theodare Rooscvel signed
o law the Oklahoras Enabling Act, providing Fox joiex statchood far
Oklahoma and Indian werrivories, and troughovt the arca dazens of organi-
Zation, encouraged by the absence from the act of any sex gualification,
imuaediaucly passed resolurions endorsing woman sufirage™ By far the
mest impoctant of these endorsements was (it secured by Birs. Biggers
from a joir: <vaveation of the Twin Terrivorie] Federation of Labor and
e Indishoma Farmers' Educational and Co-operative Union, held at
Shawsee, Ghlaboma Terrivory, on Augurc 2122
As Pae Hancaty, presient of District Number Twenty-One of the
Unived Mine Warkers of America s well as of the Twin Terruacial Fed-
eration of Labor, reporied later, the tesritories’ two most powesful interest
groups had me: eogether ax Shawnee 1o draw up a plan for “concanied action
in getting anticles in the State Constitution for the new ctate of Oklahoma
that will be for. our murual beackr and welfare™® Waman suffrage was
anly aneof the "catses” that the farmers and labarers espoused. On Septem.
ber 19, kess thar: thice wecks after the Shawaee Canveation had adjourncd,
the Hancaty-headed Joint Legishative Baard of the Federatian of Labor and
the Farmers' Union, which had been appointed by the convention to drakt a
sat of measures to be submitted 1o all the candidates far delegate to the
constitutianal convention, published 2 list of wwenty-six “demands™ In-
in this list i to equal suffrage were such “popular” pro-
pasals as the , referendum, recall, an elective corporation com-
rission and the blanket primary®' Most of the candidares for the 172 dele-
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gote seatssuccurnbed ta the combined pressere of the Facme lsborites and
SuBragees; after the election it was discovercd thar 70 of the winners had
endoiscd the entire List ™

among the delegares who refused to subscribe to all the “Shawace de-
rmonds,” Boweves, was William H. Murray, self-proclaimed "Author of the
“Blue Prine’ of the Constitution.™ Boen in Texas,in 186, and pressed during
bis formarive years into the iandard Demacratic meld by his oppesitian t-
populis, Murcay had moved in thoS o Tishomingo, capital of the Chicka-
saw Navion. There he cnsblished a L practice and rescmed his politial
acd

tles, soon becoming a familiar figure at local Democratie garherings
Tt 1905, as e aghation for stehond increaseel, Murray had joined Charles
N. Haskell, 2 railroad promoter from Muskagee in the Creek Mation, in
calling an Uoatherized conwention to deakt 3 canstitution for a scparate
state of Sequoyah, ta comprise anly Indian Territory * That the separate
sazschood movernent cventually proved abortive bothered neicher Murray
nor Haskell, As Haskell subsequently admited, the delegates 1o the
Sequoyah Conwention kad mot been “sctuated shogether by lofty and
patriokic motives” *It was largely a struggle for polidcal pawer and
supremacy,” be recalled lacer, "and the welfare of bath wertivorics was sseri-
Feed by thase who were sccking poliisal posicon and power in a new
ot

4
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of sparenay g o Lo

b adnma Stute Gapirst (Gunbric), Nosember 20, 1y

22 Mumray, Momeiesuf Soverur vy und Truc History of Odeioms, Vel I, p. 43.

on Bryam, fHaife B Murear. 1o 4o

" For the bt acomm of die separae yiaschsl mavemen, e A 0, Masudl, The
:fw'm Conifiniional Convention (Dosicn: Menlor Publishing Company. 195)): for 1
Siemanky of Hoskdl, see Oocar Preley Foulur, The Narkel Repime: The Imimate Lije of
Cher Nathuail Hophel (Cilhom ity Boica Pintiag Compsas, 193513 sou lor 3 copy
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William . Mueray, 20 andent npponent ta the won
the Uklahnima Canstinutional Cenventio.

1 suffrage moversen, at

While secompning Murcay w the railrea suation au e clow of the
Seqtwyah Convention. Haskell bad asked him if he gt the sepasate
statehond movement would serve 1o husten single saichonl. Murray bod
Haskell lrad then said, “] want yeu in the ceent of the

Note their pulitics and their peculiar lenings, You know the larmers and
shey kaew you"™ Alhough, at the time. he had Teen in Okbhum Terri-
tory only once, on 2 bunting trip, " Alfadf Bll" was a charter meniber of

AT Mureas, Memicne of Gorerrsr Mumay and Trar utory of einguma, Vol, L1, 350,
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\he Indishoma Farmers' Union, “The farmers in both Teccitories knew
swha | was,” be later boasted, "and thase that wers not communistically
incined had cegard for ray leadership. ®

Only  few years before Murray had helped ocganize the fics Farmers
Usiion ical in Indian, Terrivary, there had been founded in that serrisory
2 branch of the Socialist pany, ideological succescor to the then nearly de-
Funct Peaple’s party. The Socialists drew their chief suppart from the wage
Taborers in the coal mining discriet in the southensy half of Indian Territary,
many of whom, kike Hanracy, belonged w the radical Twin Territorial
Fedcration of Labor. But marc in hecping with their populist heritage, the
Sosialin abo appesled tathe Earmers i beth ttrietics who in ever mount-
ing Ealling victims (o 1enancy, B these faemers
were membees of the Farmers' Union, there was o srong tendency for that
organizatian, 100, to become imvalved actively in radical politics ™ Indeed,
furray was convineed that the joing convemtion of the Federation of Labor
and the Farmers’ Union held ¢ Shawnee “had been lorgely worked up by
an off-case clement in polities, andi-Diemocradie, anti-Republican,” and,
alomg with aaber regula Demotraus, he had been grearly disturbed when
Farmers' Union ofheials “began to conmive with and aid that political
‘side-show,! ™

Il Murray had awended the Shawnee Convention in arder to prevent the
subuersion of the Union by the Sotialists and preserve his own power base,
he was almon thwacted in that endeavor by his own inaentivencss. For
when Fete Haneary intcoduced the cesolution calling foc the appoinement
of a Joint Legislative Bazrd 1o draft a set of “demands,” Murray was oceu-
pied In a committee meeting. Rushing to the flaor just as o vote on the
propesition was bout 1o begin, he announced that he was “unaierably
was dangerous, and chat they themselves
After the delegaces passed the resolution
over his objection, Murray aguin rase (© speak. Knowing that the radicals
:'hnd‘«:a:kcd' the conventio 3 r:v!:w:d lhur pocllllar xh:mt and haw
it would work out and how d wis Although
Musray's argument came too Jate 5o inButnce the vore on the sessluian, it

12 months.’

"li.u' poans
v an sl i Olsorts c G Areting, Yo Do e Ol
Yok Campaus, 1 crch, *Orcar Amveringer 3o the Cancept of
Artian ol o Chronin ot e, Vel KL o« 5pr v, o
Dnoak] Kenmeth Vickens. “Oklahoma Ppulises snl Hivefical Inicrprsiation,™ The Chronide
of Ddlhoraa, Val, XL, Mo, 3 {Autumn, reds), - x;;.;l, Alvhotg et s po cyidonse

nlectar of Sosialist pamplidess atel newspapmrs, See Frederick Lynne Ryan, T he fehabibinion
44 O4fakouna Caool Mimimp assrauriier (Nuwmars Universvy of Oblabuina Prcse 19350, p Br.
4 Murtay, Memeirs of Garernar Mirey ond Froe fiiiary of Dhlxdoma, Yol L 1. 3y8-2y7.
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didhave a significans effect on the delegates. "Thax speech and my member-
ship of the Sequoyah Consituional Canveion,” he later observed, "was
the cause of my clection o the Presidency of the [Oklaboma] Conmiva:
shonal ummm He admiucd, “In botk, in 4 way, I was leading a

minarity." Yer, ke had had no fear “of gening in the van of a rightcous
mineniey, because shee the people And oi, they will pprave and ppland
thecinependens o

Mureay’ laiek in the people was well founded. A fie st thar three

monchs nter, folloswing his o leston on November 6, a “Distis roq's"
he Oklahoma C ional Convention, b
his pledge 1o Hashell “t0 kecp tab on all the delegaes elested from both
Tertitaries.” A quick eount showed that, of the 112 men clected, gg were
Diernagrass, 12 Republicans and 1 an Independent, and, moceaver, that 75
had becn born in the Sourh and 37 in the Nanh of in farcign countries®
B while Murcay o hove realized that many of bis Southern Demo-
the delegates who had signed all the

“Shnwmec demands,” chereby endorsing waman suffrage, he alo was avwore
that their suppor had not becn secured without a eertain depree of encrcion.
From his own ealculasians, be knew that thirty foue of the delegates elecied
had earlier aended the Sequayah Convention and that thirty more were
Farmers' Union men who had joined his eamp aker his speech at the
Shawnee Convertion opposing the radicals. IF these sixty-four had been
afraid o voiet their Lrue senciments during the campaign, Murcay nevec-
theless was convinesd that with 1 sirong leader ot their head they would
weke a stand for meoderation in the convention, As he afterwrds relared, 1
knew atonce that 1 could poil every one of them and that [ could be Pr
dentof the Convention. ™

Mucray's jnsight into the composition of the canvencion s ot
parent 1o the sufragetees; however, it was to his ellow delegue Haskell,
wh, after urging him to *| gJet in the racs for the Presidency,” began mok-
ing plans for the campaign. Under the terms of the Enabling A, the
Oklahoma Contitutional Conventian was Lo apen in Guthric an Movesher
20, 19064 To assuce Murray's election, Haskell preceded him 1 the ressie
tocial capital where he met with Bobert L. Williams of Durant in the

i,
$7Far s [, of the ot wilh their poltical afbitions, s Irvin Hures, The abri S
4 i of Olichina; Eontisnione, Comviion sad Ealy S (Ohlshots Sl
semca Colur Brct, £p52), Appsmlit 1. For the wfigins of the delegines 304 Blu
e 7 st YL, v s

« £, 15701978 ). PP 400=15.
g u...m. Merals of Gascrnar Marray aad True History of Otlaboma, Yol 1, pp. acg-pze.
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Ehocesw Natian, and persuaded the
snreconstivered. Boorbon leader of
i Territory Democrats to throw
his weight behind the delegate from
Tichominge.*? When Murray himself

was, just as Haskell had
ver It the shouting*** The Demo-
crats eaucuzed an Monday, November
19, aid Williams nominaed Morray
34 the pary’s candidue for president.
yete Llanraty was nomsnared iy the
qadicals, Buw Mureay, with 1he back-
ing o€ Williarms and of such promi-
nenc Oklahoras Terrivary Democeats
2 Chacles H. Pinman of Enid, D, 5.
Raseof Blackwell and Feary §. Jofm-

wan of Perry, ewsily defvared the
sulfiagettes” favasit, sixtptwe to
eweatysindT Murray's election to the
presidency and Haskells subsequent

Pete Hanrary who was the suffrs:
gentes’ favorite candidate in the el
tian for the president of Oklohorma's
Constitutional Convention.

elevatian to the past af majerity flaor
leader marked the beginning of the end of their quest for “politica] pogition
and power ina new state.” As the Republican G &lahoma State Capreal con-
firmed when the Demecradc state was elected the next day in a swictly
panisan vate, “the Sequoyah constirmianal convention advacates have cap-
wred the convention.* Gbserued the Capital, “There is just about a5 mch
chanee for 2 northern demaceat in this convention, and with the democraey
of Obtshoma [ Terriary] as there i for the proveriial suawall in 2 bake
aven. ™

With the Tndian Terriary trivmvizate of Morray, Haskell and Williams
salidly enteenched in power, the conveation st to wark to draft a cansti-

el \ulm ‘Faskell Tells ul Twir Cunremuans,” Ths CAraairles of OkicAoma, ¥id. X1V, Nn.
28 wgrarhy o Willams. wee Falwanl Everen Iale amb lames D. M
Indie: The m(n,'w Lee Wiktiamr (Calar Bapick, lowa: The Tarch
. % 4mined i Musfax, Vemesry of Gueermar Muruy and Trme Hiciary of
n

"P’\Wr‘l"n o Sl e inerliCobiorin o DG Nk 2,
[ Lawr Schews! Dshrary, Usncray of Dlaba irnan, OkLhweniy- Here.
atier u\ml u »mnn‘n'u and Dehs:

ki b, Nveinber 33 1y
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tunion. Maturally, in. this endeavo: the suffragees weee enly o eaget o
help. Having transferred their headquarters 1o Gutheie with the upening
of the convention, they began the task of “inserviewing™ those delegates swho
had aot yeu signed the "Shawnee demands.™ To ald in this efort the
suiragecies enbsted Robert L. Quwen, who, thongh net a delegace, was
destined to be one of the first United Stares Senators Erom Oklahama. " Eaely
in the convention.” Murray recalled Juter 5

Senator Owen, parading exerywhere for Woman's Suflrage, called 2 meet-

ing in a roam that had e sests, and it was Blled with supporers of that

provbion Umuned w e whit shee rguments vere [ pged ino the
nd squated in a corner of the room u i

f incuion, ave of the slecka swecaled Dad Boydeton, o

splendid well-qualified. man, earpenter by trade, got up and made a speech.

He said: 1 have got 71 members pledged to woman's suffeage and [ want to

sce the colar ai the hair of any Delegate who dare appose it When he quit,
©.0. Harper, also a Clerk, rose and seplied to kim.
The unseemly behavior of Boydston sad Harper angered Murcay, whe upen
appointing the elezks of the conveation had warned them that Jobbying on
their pary for or agains any prapesal before ihe convention would result in
immediave dismiseal. As he remembered 92

T called them i nexe mesning and teld them that T was preseot and ssid:

“You fellaws have viokaed the rules. T ara met geing to talerste it; yau ace

Bath fired. Bydston whar you il was usheesning a méiber, ta threaten

onc ancther about their vore, nor da | endotw your ssatimenz. Harper, T

endorse your semiments, bue  eanner seleeats the vielation of the rules” and

dismissed thern.

Whesher ar not the suffrageves ever discoveced why Boydson was dis-
<haged, they nevertheless were well aequainted with Murray's position on
the guestion of equal suffrage. No provision for extending the franchise had
been included in the Sequayah Constitution of which Murray was the chief
author, and slthough he had non referred speifically 12 woman suffraye in
s apsth balont the armier Iaborites at the Shawnee Comventian, his abjec-
tion to their "demands” cearly had beca prompted in part by hie opposition
16 women voting. When the "demands” atee had been submitted ta him for
his signature, rather than eadoree them collectively, he peinted out, "I
answered ‘yes, or no" to each of them, adding, "I said ‘no to the ‘secall and
‘universal subirage” "1 Furthermore, where it was a gross breach of pro-

50 Narsna Anieican Wsanan Suutie duiceiiion Proceedings, 1507, p.
s M\nug‘ emsaivs of Covermer uresy amd True Misry of OHladoms, v, 0. B2
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pricty for an emplogec of the canvention to Iobby for or against 1 proposal
Sefore the convention, it was not for a membee. While the suffragettes were
weying fo secure additionsl endarsemienss, Mucrsy was busy comering the

revious sigaers. “A majocity of those Delegates did ot believe in [the
Ehawnte demaads’], but were afraid to give thric porition,” be believed.
Qaly in response to'the pressure applied during the léction campaign by
\he Fasners’ Unian and the Federation. of Labor a5 well as the suffragerces
bad “they signed on the dotted fine™ In impromptu diseussions with the

lep: tho had th d their supppoct of equal sulrage,

Maurray succeeded in canviacing several of them that their aequiescence had
been illadvised. By far the most infucntial of the previous signers was
Wwilliams. Akthaugh inherently oppased to wormen votng, the conscrvaive
Alabarsian initially had agreed to endonse the whole list of “demands.” It
wwas only after a long talk with Murray that be was persuaded 1e ahandon
his oppectumistic position. But cven Murray was urable vo dispel al] of Wil
liame's doubis about the advisability of opposing the (armer-laborices and
suffragetees. For when the question of woman suffrage finally was raised o
the foar, Williams retired to the cloak room, thereby illustrating graphically
the uncertainty and contusion that continucd to be occasioned by suffrage
prapaganda™

When the report of the Sufirage Commiviee, prescrued o the convendion
en the morning of Febroary 5, 1gag, inferencially clossed women with
“felans, paupers, lunatics and idios” as unqualiicd te be elsctocs, Hanraty
promptly affered an amendmen: cweading she franchise 1o members of
the fairer sex® Willinm T. Dalwn of Broken Armow, in the Creek Nation,
offered a similar amendment® What was to become the “most heated
debutr of the convention” had begun™ Alhough the sufrage movement's
appeal to human rights, its promise of politial virtue and sacial justice all
should have harmonized with the delegates’ pragressivé instinets, potent
taberss militared agins Jts advacacy by mos of the membirs of the con-
veation’s Southeen Demotrave majority. Thess included the chivalic con-
csrm for keeping women in their domestic sphere and out of the mite of
Rﬂl\ii:*. a standard charge that Sorialists dirtcted the movement from out-
m; and the fear that woman suirage would somehow legitimize Negra
suffrage.

With Murray in the chait and Williams convenicatly absent, the wsk of

il .8y,

95 i,

3?:3:.??.?’5,“3,7;“;‘;'.';2‘“"'"””” Woman Sugragr, Val. L, p. 521,

7
g S0 Anthons, Coge and Harpe, e, litry of Wornan Srge, Vo W, pp. 522
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dirccting the fight on the foor of the corvention against the cevision de-
scended upon the thid member of the Indian Territory tismvirace,
Charks N, Haskell. After supporting Murray 2t the Sequovah Convention
ia opposing any kind of electoral. cefarr, Haskell had adopted a cather con-
cifistary auituds woward the sulftagencs, even gppearing m tmes to favor
their cause. Prior t che opening of the convemion debate, hawever, there
bad occurred an evens that caused the delegace from Muskogee in the
Creek Nation to cease vacilation. "At the time chac Robert Cwen was
stiving t adopt Womian's SuFfrage.” Murray larer wraie 2

1was in Haskells apuement taliing 1o his, Mre. Haskell being present.
Ouwen earne in and arked Hatkell how be ssed. Hatkell ssid: °| baven't
made u my tind yer Mes. Haskell, whe ceally was hit mentor, spoke up
imeneddiately and said: *| kow how b s he will be againat i Owen asked
her whyd e, Haskell sid: “Women vote fot leve or haue; that s the
ching that manct them. They have got 1o do ic in selfdefense. Well he
tather denied thar, and she said: 1 will give an cample: | had an old
teathes that wat veey Sriet and he tade fac sedy, 23 he ought to, but |
bated Hitn. Afies he revired Frara the peolession, he ran in that town in
Ot far Schoal Trustee, and a saloon bom’ ran agsin him, | voted for
che sloon buin.”

Howeves illogical, Mrs, Haskel's argument was Irrefurable. “On the oot
f the Canwention,” Murray concluded, “Haskell took the lead to oppose.™
I it opeing remsarks Haskell acemprsd 10 appese the sufragancs
Dhoemng that "good mea pla 0 a prdesta] far above th
he belied the demeaning language of the Sufrage Cammitiee reparn. hy
stating that the delegate who opposed equal suffrage for the weman did so
only “out of a feeling of greater respect for her kind than he could bear w
have for his own.” The majority leader went on to say that schile he did not
abiect 1o the Hanraty Amendment in principe, he feared that as a practical
matter many women would nat vate, the very ones, in Fact, who should
“to make the average righ.” Similar opinions were expressed by D. S. Rase,
Charkes H. Fittman and O, P. Brewer, whese assertion that ninecy per cent
o the women in Endian Territory opposed equal suffrage was grecied with
loud applause. Al the same time it was |eft to delegate David Hogg to carry
Haskell's argument one step farcher, In 2 none 100 elrcumspeer appeal
Sauther sympathies, he cited the results of the experimenx in Idaho, Utah,
Colorada and Wyaming to demonstraie that braadening the lectorate had
been “especially disastrous do women themselues in blunting their finer

U Mugrsp, Vemems of Gurovame Mumiy aad Trur Hatury of Odfukama, Val. J1, p. 84.
o ysis,
 Froveedings and Detares, Pebnuary 5, 1907,
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sensibilitics, and in bringing v the fromt 3 politicel type of woman, whose
+onduct and characteristics are repellamt w those who cherish conservative
nd reverend iskals of womanhood.” Howswer, whea Hogg #lo insisced
{hit the ordinary woman did not wank  vore, a phaintive Jissent xsued
fram the gallecyYes, [ o, Mr. Hogg. 1 wan to-vote the wors king ™
Their appeal 1o chivalry thwarted, the andisuffragiais next artacked the
aim source of male suppert for cgual suffrage, the radical Towin Territoris]
Frdecarion of Labor. Shorely before the debace upsned, Hapracy had affered
some indicaiion of the swength of thar erganization's pasronage by
preserring B3 peitions,signed by more thac. 24,000 roernbers of eade unions
fn Oklioma znd Indian terrivorics, in favor of ciending the feanchise. As
was true in other instances, however, the support of the women's cause by
\he Libar men sarried with i dimincy discdvantages, the foremost of swhtich
was the uriions* connectien in, e minds of riany with che Sacialist pany.
“Sutip your hibor organizarions of the ¢ clemeny therein,” declared
J. B. Harrison of Sapre, Oklahoma Territory, “and. I tell you you will bave
o advocare of wornen sufrage in it A comservacive Kentuckion from
small town famous for i large nurber of residen Socialists, Harrison was
well aweare of the effores swhich had beer. made in behalf of the women's
crisade by the “Fadieal and exteeme class, whe wonld averthrow absalutely
the cxising instivurions, including macriage” Passsge of the Hansaty
Amendmnt, be warned, would "eventually mean Socialism, and Socialism
mcans the deruetion of the homc, the destruction of the marriage relavions
a0 the maviage v, and the adopuion of the herils docin af frc
ve."

Hanravy vost 1o debend labor’s stand on the question, Contending that he
was in this fighs,” aot 30 much for the wift and mather wha was alrcady
sepresented au the polls by hec husband and son, but for the whmarricd
wortan who was “thrown out ta make her own Living,” the presiden: of the
Twin Territorial Pederation of Labor wenk on ta paint oot the ominous
implications, for the working man, of her distranchisement. “Denied the
right w2 vore™" he explained, the single woman “mus; work for a cheap
wage, and when she works for that cheap wage, she takes my job; that it
what | kick against” Several wther delegares alio cxpressed doube that
Tningling veith men at the palls would in any manacr harm the woman. *I
don't belicve it will take from hex the power and the desite v educate her
hild along Chrisian lines,” said Republican Henry Asp, a corpacation

sryer and uranges: of the radicals’ political bedfellows. He sated, *1
don'’t beliove that giving the woman the right 1o vote means that you are

2 ibid,
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gaing 1o unsex hec.” Finally, William
Dahen accused Harrison of deliber-
ely having tried *1o crexte 2 preju-
dice and a wrongful imprassion on
the members of this body, when he
united [woman suffrage | with social-
ism, free love, and those quescions that
arc sa extremely unpopular in this
country and 1o the peaple of this en-
lightened day and time."™

That the members of the Murray
machine had introduced the ami-
radical argument in order to disguise
their betrayal of the farmers and
labarers who compriscd the pany's
rank and file wns ahe conclusion
reached by those whe favared the
Hanraty Amendment. If such an as. H;ﬁw Asp who was one of :h:,ffﬂ

u : " suMfvagene supporters presen

e et s bl Conoel Camen
threw some light on Murrays own 0
ambivalent stance with respect to the
farmers of the twa verritories, While Murray credited the Farmers' Unioo
having elected bim president of the convention, he readily dis-
missed the suffrage appeal az nothing more than Socialise propaganda. Sall,
bad he mot attended the mecting at which the Joint Legislative thoard hod
adopred the twenty.six “demands"? asked Hanraty. "I know that the men.
whose names are signed i those demands nre just as much for woman
suffrage as I am," the kabor leader insisced. Murray, however, refused o be
trapped. “So for a3 your baard s the represcpuives of the Federation of
Labar s concerncd,” he replicd, 1 was present when pou adoped your
demands; bu the board ... is not sepresentative of the farmers union " Ac-
<ording to Murray, the Farmers' Union, like the Federation of Labor, had
succurnbed 1o the machinations of Socialint imflraors, Reminding the
delegates of his speech before the facmer-lLsbarites at the Shawnee Canvear
tion, he informed them that he felt na obligation to respond 10 the wArage
demand

Thut mom of the delegaes were interesied less in the precise origing of the
“Shawace demands™ 1han in whar effect, if aay, equal suffrags would have

T
> id.
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an the ew stae’s balanee of power. Alhough the Enabling Act in com-
oce with the Fiftsenth Amendment to the United Staes Canstitution,
bived futuce legistarures from enacting “uny law restricting or abeidg-
¥ the right of suffcage an accont of race, eolor, or previous condition of
sorvitude,” rany of the Southern-born delegates, in particular, besitaed o
come to the defense of the Eaneary Amendment because it threstened 10
grant the right w0 vore 1 Negro women s well as white.*® I a specch
hefare the convention on January 8, Miss Loura Clay of Kentucky, davghicr
of the Famed anishavery leader, Corsius M. Clay, and a cepresentative of the
National-Araerican. Woman, Sulfeage Association, had admiteed that the
race prablem continued 1o be a “grent question in ali of the Southern states.”
Bue racher than a menace, firage was the ooly “righ furion™!
10 the question. Sauch of the Mason-Dixon line, she had revealed, the
somber of whit ded by moare th the combined oral
of black men and women, “By enfranchising the white wormen of the
sauth,” she bad advwised, "the white race will be put in such numerical
wajority as Vo do away with the necessiy for any dovbtful expediency.”
Toubtlessly, this was fiot the ficst fime that Murray and the other dele-
goces had hcard such a claim mad. [n previous years, the theory had enjoyed
a widk circulation among suffragettes in the South * It wasin part, at last,
ta counteract the «ffects of Miss Clay's argumen: tha the president of the
convention had held op the report of the Suffroge Committer while “hoping
that somcthing would occur to indicate ta the delegates what should be
darie,"™ On February 5, 1go7, o5 it turncd aut, a school baard election was.
being conducted in Guthric, a tawn with 2 large black papulation. In such
elections, under the law enacied by the First Oklaboma Territorial Legis-
lare, women were permiteed ta vote. Theaughour the day, while the
debite over equal suffrage wore on, individual delegaies Frequently strods
ta the windows of the convention bail and gazed out upon the Jang queue in
irem o the polling hoath. By ke afiernoon the results were in—of the 758
Women whe had cast thelr ballots, only 7 weee white.™ Mureay then ook
the appertunity to submis the question for Binal determination, saying, "I
the Northern women won't vote what do you expect of the Sauthern
#woran, and partieutacly an Tadian woman? 16 you adopr this provision, i
will mean giving balance of power over 1@ the Negno wote,” ™" A motion 10
datnta Ked Mook, Coreicn amd Richari, comim., Vol 1 pp. 27-39:
and Debaree, Jamusrs B, 1547, For fiwre wh the " iatiticl arument.” sec
s of the Waman Srrage Movewens, 1igomi g3, (New York: Columbiy
963, . 16516
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table: the Elanraty Amendmers was sppreved by a mafority of ffy-fou to
or not valing.

So Jopsided a victory for the and- suftragists came 35 something of a sur.
prise 1o most observees. Even the morning edition of the Guthric Daily
Leader, the laca] Democratic newspaper, had peedicied that the balloting
would be close.™ The sufftagetiss, also had underestimated Murcay's per.
suasiveness. The Daily Leader disclored that they were “very much dis
appointed” aver the outcome.™ A careful apalysis of the wote revealed the
source af their chagrin. OF the thirty-seven Northern, or foreign-born dele-
gates who voted on the question, ninéteen voted against tabling the Hancaty
Amendment and cighteen for. On the other hand, of the Afty-four South-
erners who voted an the mation, only eighteen voted dgaing tabling while
thirty-six cast their ballots against revising the Suffrage Commituee report.
Of these thinysix Southerners who opposed woman suilrage, enc was a
Republican, Cleacly, it was by the Southern Democzats that the issuc had
been decided.

s For the cause of the suflragenes’ defear, twa dilk i
offered, Accarding tothe Daily Leader, “che arguments tha the inmavention
[sic) of waman suffrage was  ‘weizlistic propaganda’ dealt them a death
blow.""* Oq the asher hand, the Republican Oiakoma Siate Capiat, in n
edicorial by Prank Greer, suggesed that the Southern Diemocrats toned
down equs] suffrage “just becsvse the colored women in Guthrie registered
and the white women did not"™® Lending support 10 this interpretation was
the claim made laver by the second vieepresident of the eonvention, Alberc
H. Ellis, that "the Delegates [com counties that had 1o negrots were nearly
all in favor of women suffrage, while the Delegates from these counties
Baving 2 great number of negroes weee almost utanimously opposed o
1™ Whichewer construction best it the Facts, the reactionary basis of e
Southern Démocrats’ opposition. to waman sufirage was abvious.

As carly 183, Genge Fuzhugh, an avdent racint and conservaive, bad

fello aat 1o heed the then being
ircutsted by the New England bused "Aboftion Soboe) o Sccialins” He
ad assested that the “materials, a5 well as the proceedings of the infidel,
woman's rights, negee’s rights, Free.crecything, antievery schoal, headed
and conducted in Boston, by Garrison, Parker, Philips, and their associate
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THE ASSIDUOUS WEDGE

sworen and negres, show cha they toe are busy with assiduous wedges' in
cosening the whole rame of saciexy, and preparing for the glorious advext
of Free Love and No-Government. ™ 1n g7, a halt contory later, Murray,
Zlong with the rest of the Scuthern Democrats in the Oklahoma Contitu-
ol Canvention, continued o view woman suffrage, socialism and the
doattine of racial equality as simply different manifestations of the same evil.

"t Gy Pisshugh, Carnibals Al or Slaves Withoot Manirs, €. Vaon Woodward, o
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